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Please check the PA Review List before submitting a report if you are unsure whether or not the 
species is rare: http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/

All information submitted through this form (including photographs) will become publicly available on 
the PORC website. You may choose to exclude your address and phone number if you prefer.

Refer to this webpage for tips on how to document your sightings.

Observer's Name Paul Heveran

E-mail birdmeister.paul@gmail.com

Observer's Address United States

Names of additional observers Clifford Hirst (original �nder), Andrew Harrington, Kenneth
Rieker

Submitter's Name (if you are not the 
original observer)

Paul Heveran

Documentation
Species (Common Name) Willet (Eastern)

Species (Scienti�c Name) Tringa semipalmata

Subspecies (if known) semipalmata

Number of individuals 1

Age(s) and Plumage(s) and Sex (if known)
Breeding Plumage (presumably Adult)

Observation Date and Time Monday, May 24, 2021 14:40

Did you submit this sighting to eBird? Yes

Link to eBird checklist https://ebird.org/checklist/S88913580

County Montgomery

Location (City, Borough, Township) Borough of Green
Lane 1

http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/
http://www.pabirds.org/records
https://pabirds.org/records/index.php/documenting-rarities/
https://ebird.org/checklist/S88913580


Exact Site (E.g. Name of park, lake, 
road)

Green Lane Park

GPS coordinates of sighting 40.386532,-75.5158192

Habitat Shallow water in man-made reservoir, surrounded by �elds
and trees

Distance to bird 50-75 meters

Viewing conditions Overcast, E breeze, drizzle earlier in the day

Optical equipment used Zeiss HD Conquest 10x42 binoculars, Kowa TSN 663M
spotting scope (20-60X)

Description
***Rare, an outstanding �nd by Cliff Hirst. The bird appeared tired, not moving much and sometimes 
closing its eyes. However, it did call at times! I thought it sounded rather like a peacock, a descending 
"klaaah". Paul Driver and at least one other observer has audio of the bird that supports it as the 
"Eastern" subspecies. 

My �rst thought on seeing this bird was that it had a much thicker bill and darker plumage than what I 
was expecting to see. Andrew Harrington shared this initial impression, too. Within a minute or two I 
was quite sure it was an "Eastern", but I didn't know the speci�c structural differences as well as 
nuances with the bill, etc. to clinch the ID. 

Thanks to Paul Driver for pointing out an excellent ID piece by Michael O'Brien in Birding magazine, 
2006. Many of the discussion points below for Eastern vs. Western are adapted from this article. 

https://www.aba.org/birding_archive_�les/v38n3p40.pdf 

< Short, thick bill. Western typically shows longer, thinner bill. Although this feature can be confusingly 
similar, I think this bird falls well inside the "Eastern" spectrum. Bill shape favors Eastern too, I think. 
There is a noticeable bill bulge, almost a kink, just over halfway through the bill, not an even tapering as 
Western should show.  

< Forehead angle appears somewhat shallow to moderate. Western can show a strongly peaked 
forehead, while Eastern tends to have a shallower angle. 

< Plumage features support Eastern, especially at this time of year when both should be in breeding 
plumage. This bird shows exceptionally thick, heavy dark markings on the upperparts, as well as rich 
brown markings on the chest and �anks. At this time of year, Western should show a sandier base 
color with lighter markings overall. O'Brien (2006) speci�cally mentions breeding Western as having a 
pale gray back/mantle that sets off the dark marks, often contrasting with a bu�er base color to the 
chest. This bird shows a dirty brownish-gray base on the �anks and chest that does not contrast with 
the equally dark (if not darker) mantle. 

Behavior (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing)
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https://www.aba.org/birding_archive_files/v38n3p40.pdf


The bird hardly moved during my visit. It remained in a somewhat hunched position for much of the 
time, sometimes closing its eyes. Occasionally the bird would call, giving one or two calls widely 
spaced. I went back to a closer vantage point with another birder but approached very cautiously. The 
bird was skittish, immediately noticing me and perking up a bit as well as calling. We retreated quickly 
and the bird did not flush.

Separation from similar species (How you eliminated others)
Thanks to this shorebird's size, long bill, distinctive call, and heavy markings, it was readily identi�ed as 
a Willet. The legs were dark, too, ruling out yellowlegs.

Discussion – anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating 
it:
I looked at the historical weather for both Allentown and Philadelphia, PA, on 5/23 and 5/24 according 
to wunderground.com. 5/23 was very hot, temps in the upper 80s to 90s, with a light NW wind. 
Overnight and throughout the day on 5/24, the winds shifted to a NE and gradually SE wind. Although 
little to no steady rain fell, the morning featured a �ne mist and heavy overcast conditions along with 
an E wind that was sometimes steady at 15 mph with gusts to 25 mph. I believe that these conditions 
could have brought in a vagrant Eastern Willet from the coast. 

I visited the New Jersey coast later in June and observed plenty of Eastern Willets. Their overall 
proportions and rich brown coloration matched this Green Lane bird very well. At least one person in 
Cape May responded to my photos with an Eastern Willet vote "for sure". This individual has extensive 
experience with both subspecies along the New Jersey coast.

Are you positive of your identi�cation 
? (Why or why not)

I am quite con�dent that this Willet is of the Eastern
subspecies, due to the various structural and plumage
differences from the rare but more expected Western
subspecies. Most importantly, the recordings taken by
others of this bird's call compared to Western Willet show
clear pitch differences. I am aware of the rarity of an Eastern
Willet in Pennsylvania, with no previous accepted PORC
records and one previous submission that was rejected in a
close vote.
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