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PORC Rare Bird Report

Please check the PA Review List before submitting a report if you are unsure whether or not the 
species is rare: http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/

All information submitted through this form (including photographs) will become publicly available on 
the PORC website. You may choose to exclude your address and phone number if you prefer.

Refer to this webpage for tips on how to document your sightings.

Observer's Name Paul Heveran

E-mail birdmeister.paul@gmail.com

Observer's Address United States

Documentation
Species (Common Name) Mississippi Kite

Species (Scienti�c Name) Ictinia mississippiensis

Number of individuals 1

Age(s) and Plumage(s) and Sex (if known)
Unknown

Observation Date and Time Wednesday, June 9, 2021 10:10

Did you submit this sighting to eBird? Yes

Link to eBird checklist https://ebird.org/checklist/S89895391

County Montgomery

Location (City, Borough, Township) Green Lane Borough (Marlborough Twp?)

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park, lake, 
road)

Deep Creek Rd, on Green Lane Park property

GPS coordinates of sighting 40.333342,-75.483681

Habitat Woodland adjacent to reservoir (bird was high �yover)
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Distance to bird At least several hundred feet (barely visible to naked eye)

Viewing conditions Sunny with some high clouds, bird appeared head-on with
sun to my right but soon passed below sun. Visibility was
good, however.

Optical equipment used Zeiss HD Conquest 10x42 binoculars

Description
**Rare. Right around 10:10 AM, the bird appeared perpendicular to the road (which runs WNW-ESE), 
gliding head-on at a very high altitude. In 10X binoculars, my �rst two thoughts were harrier and 
Peregrine, before quickly settling on Mississippi Kite (MIKI). In the �eld, I noted that it had exceptionally 
long, pointed, and thin wings and tail, a combination not shown in such a unique way by any other N. 
American raptor. It neither soared nor �apped in my recollection, but rather streamed right through 
heading S at moderate speed. At this point I switched to the camera to try for photos, which to my 
delight turned out well enough for ID. The entire encounter probably lasted 20-30 seconds, as I was on a 
road through the woods with a limited sky space. 
 
Photos show a bird with very long wings and tail, both very thin. The wings are fairly thin-based, but one 
of the most notable features is an extremely long and tapered "hand" past the wrist joint. I believe the 
closest crop also shows a short outermost primary, one of the critical ID features for MIKI. The tail 
appears long and slender, fully tucked in a glide, with a sharply squared or even slightly notched tip 
typically shown by MIKI in this posture. The bird's head is small, projecting minimally if at all from the 
bent wings. No color is visible in photos and I couldn't make any appear while editing. I didn't see any 
color in the �eld, either, given the lighting and the bird's altitude. 
 
Given the bird's altitude and the quick encounter, I was unable to age the bird. It doesn't seem to show 
active wing molt and appears very dark, possibly indicating adult. It's impossible to tell from photos, 
though.

Behavior (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing)
Right around 10:10 AM, the bird appeared perpendicular to the road (which runs WNW-ESE), gliding 
head-on at a very high altitude. It neither soared nor �apped in my recollection, but rather streamed 
right through heading S at moderate speed. The entire encounter probably lasted 20-30 seconds, as I 
was on a road through the woods with a limited sky space. 

Separation from similar species (How you eliminated others)
The closest confusion species would be Peregrine Falcon, as that species has long and very pointed 
wings. However, Peregrines show a shorter and somewhat thicker tail, as well as a bulkier body and 
thicker wing bases. I feel that a kestrel would have shown a paler color, with more light coming through 
the wing feathers especially. Merlin is not likely as a confusion species, given its compact shape and 
plenty short tail for a falcon. Northern Harrier shows a very slim tail (but not sharply squared) and a 
somewhat falcon-like shape in a glide. However, harriers still retain a slightly rounded wingtip and 
should show a more prominent head. 
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Discussion – anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating 
it:
Although I've only seen one MIKI in Pennsylvania before, I am familiar with the species from vulture 
road surveys in the southern US. We saw several hundred MIKI on that trip, and many of those were 
either distant or brie�y seen. As the passenger, I got plenty of practice in quickly identifying this 
species in �ight. As a raptor counter at Hawk Mountain for several years now, I've also had experience 
identifying the common raptors at high altitudes, etc. 
 
The date of this observation is on the later end of average for MIKI in Pennsylvania. The fact that this 
bird was riding a N/NW wind heading back south in June �ts well for this species.

Are you positive of your identi�cation 
? (Why or why not)

Yes. The bird had me confused for about 5-10 seconds until
it dawned on me that this was a MIKI.

References Consulted
During None

After A few books as well as prior PORC submissions, especially
with photos

Uploads
Supporting evidence (check all that 
apply)

Photograph

Upload images, audio, video or 
drawings
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