
Monday, July 26, 2021

PA Rare Bird Report

PORC Rare Bird Report

Please check the PA Review List before submitting a report if you are unsure whether or not the 
species is rare: http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/

All information submitted through this form (including photographs) will become publicly available on 
the PORC website. You may choose to exclude your address and phone number if you prefer.

Refer to this webpage for tips on how to document your sightings.

Observer's Name Rebecca Froggatt

E-mail rfroggatt33@gmail.com

Phone 2676404493

Observer's Address 265 Greenough Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19127
United States

Documentation
Species (Common Name) Great White Heron

Species (Scienti�c Name) Ardea herodias

Subspecies (if known) occidentalis

Number of individuals 1

Observation Date and Time Thursday, July 8, 2021 09:10

Did you submit this sighting to eBird? Yes

Link to eBird checklist https://ebird.org/checklist/S91432949;
https://ebird.org/checklist/S92094882;
https://ebird.org/checklist/S92280655;
https://ebird.org/checklist/S92317215

County Pennsylvania

Location (City, Borough, Township) Philadelphia

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park, lake, 
road)

Manayunk Canal Towpath, at the bottom of the Fountain
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Street Stairs

Habitat canal off of the Schuylkill River

Distance to bird 15 feet

Viewing conditions clear day, sunny, warm, not too humid

Optical equipment used Nikon Monarch 8X42 binoculars, iPhone 12 camera

Description
A large white feathered heron with pale legs and a large yellow bill. 

I actually �rst saw this bird on July 8,2021. I will include that photo, though it is not great. I got pretty 
good photos starting on July 21, 2021. I continued to see this bird and have photographed it on July 25, 
2021 and July 26, 2021.

Behavior (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing)
On July 8, the bird was standing on the wall of the canal across from me. I just glimpsed it while on a 
bike ride, but snapped a picture because I thought it was beautiful. I continued to see the bird when I 
went for bike rides. I took my friend to see the bird on July 21, 2021. We sat for about 20 minutes, 
watching the bird stand in the canal. I believe he or she was hunting. They did �y away toward the river, 
and we went home. Then, on July 25, I saw the bird again while birding. They were standing on the side 
of the canal, probably hunting again. On July 26, I saw them in the canal hunting.

Separation from similar species (How you eliminated others)
I knew this was a great blue heron because it had pale legs, unlike a Great Egret which has black legs. I 
see a lot of GBH's down at the canal, and this looked just like one. It also had a large bill.  I used Merlin 
Bird Id app to help me identify this bird.

Discussion – anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating 
it:
I'm so sorry! I accidentally submitted my original form without photos! I clicked my return key and the 
form went in. Here it is again! 

I did not realize how rare this bird was until I met a man on the canal who was taking photos of it. It 
seemed like this bird was a popular topic in Philly because the man knew my name when I said I had 
seen this bird for about 3 weeks. 
I thought, "That's unusual, and how beautiful. I guess GBH's come in colors like pigeons do." Turns out, 
they do, but it seems to be rare around here. 

I have included every single photo of this bird I have taken since July 8, 2021. I also included a link to 
each eBird checklist I have on this bird.

Are you positive of your identi�cation 
? (Why or why not)

Yes, I met a man named George Armistead, who wrote an
online article I read while trying to con�rm this bird. He said
it was in fact a Great White Heron. Here is a link to the
article: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/how-to-identify-
white-herons-excerpt-from-better-birding-book/

References Consulted
During Article by G. Armistead, Merlin Bird Id
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After Doris McGovern, George Armistead

Uploads
Supporting evidence (check all that 
apply)

Photograph

Upload images, audio, video or 
drawings
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