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Please check the PA Review List before submitting a report if you are unsure whether or not the 
species is rare: http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/

All information submitted through this form (including photographs) will become publicly available on 
the PORC website. You may choose to exclude your address and phone number if you prefer.

Refer to this webpage for tips on how to document your sightings.

Observer's Name Rob Dickerson

E-mail radickerson@gmail.com

Phone 717-994-9823

Observer's Address 44 Oakridge Road
Lewistown, Pennsylvania, 17044
United States

Documentation
Species (Common Name) Western Meadowlark

Species (Scienti�c Name) Sturnella neglecta

Number of individuals 1

Observation Date and Time Friday, April 2, 2021 14:20

Did you submit this sighting to eBird? Yes

Link to eBird checklist https://ebird.org/checklist/S84612935

County Mi�in

Location (City, Borough, Township) Armagh Township

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park, lake, 
road)

Back Mountain Road

GPS coordinates of sighting N 40.751146, W -77.541639

Habitat Extensive grass �elds mixed with corn �elds

http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/
http://www.pabirds.org/records
https://pabirds.org/records/index.php/documenting-rarities/
https://ebird.org/checklist/S84612935


Distance to bird 15-20 feet

Viewing conditions clear day

Optical equipment used Zeiss Conquest 8x42mm binocular. Pentax K-3 camera with
300mm and 560mm lens along with a 1.4x Pentax
teleconverter used on the 300mm lens.

Description
Robin-sized bird immediately identi�ed as a meadowlark. Bird was perched in the top of a �eld hedge 
with its back to me. Overall light brown and white bird. Flat head with long, slender bill. Brownish crown, 
cheek, and eye line. White brow with the exception of the area from upper bill to eye which was bright 
yellow. Bright yellow throat, breast, and yellow belly with prominent black V on breast. Malar was 
predominantly yellow. Grayish-white sides with elongated brownish black spots. Short tail. Tail feathers 
were thinly barred with outer two tail feathers being white.

Behavior (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing)
Bird was �rst observed �ying up from the edge of the road to the top of an adjacent hedge. At this point 
the bird was approximately 15-20 away where it remained perched for approximately 2 minutes. At no 
point did the bird sing, but occasionally it would call (churt call) in a somewhat agitated manner, 
spreading its tail feathers. The bird remained stationary for the duration, facing away from me. 
Approximately 30 seconds prior to the bird �ying, I slowly pulled the car forward to try and observe the 
bird in pro�le.

Separation from similar species (How you eliminated others)
The bird was originally identi�ed as an Eastern Meadowlark. A photo I submitted to eBird was then 
�agged on May 28 as a probable Western Meadowlark. Eastern Meadowlark was eliminated by malar 
color and barring pattern on tail. Malar color in Western Meadowlark is variable from whitish to bright 
yellow. Malar color is always white in Eastern Meadowlark. The bird I observed had extensive yellow in 
the malar region. The pattern of tail barring in meadowlarks is considered diagnostic with Western 
Meadowlark having thinly barred tail feathers with lightly colored centers. Eastern Meadowlark have 
thickly barred tail feathers with very darkly colored centers. The bird I observed had thinly barred tail 
feathers with lightly colored centers eliminating the Eastern Meadowlark. The bird was heard calling 
with a low, short, sharp churt when agitated, a call not used by the Eastern Meadowlark. Eastern 
Meadowlark calls are higher in pitch and very "buzzy", eliminating Eastern Meadowlark.

Discussion – anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating 
it:
I was originally under the mistaken impression that Eastern and Western Meadowlarks could only be 
reliably separated by song. Ornithologist Dr. Kevin J. McGowan of Cornell University considers a yellow 
malar region and tail pattern as diagnostic for Western Meadowlark. The referenced web page includes 
specimens of both species illustrating the malar region and tail patterns. The close proximity of the 
bird allowed me to obtain excellent photographs of the malar region and tail pattern. 

Are you positive of your identi�cation 
? (Why or why not)

Yes. Yellow malar region extending from yellow throat and
thinly barred tail feathers with lightly colored centers are
considered diagnostic for Western Meadowlark. Both are
clearly seen in photographs of this bird.
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