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Black-headed Gull

Chroicocephalus ridibundus

1

adult in basic plumage

01-22-2021 9:50 AM

Yes

S79700282

Erie

Erie

Presque Isle State Park at the west pier

42.15107  -80.11235

over open water

200 to 300 yards

good

Kowa TSN 884 Prominar spotting scope from 20X to 60X
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While scanning the numerous gulls flying over Presque Isle Bay I spotted a gull
flying directly towards me about 200 to 300 yards out. I recognized it as
something different by the way it flew. It then turned and I immediately
recognized it as an adult Black-headed Gull. It was like a larger version of an
adult Bonaparte's Gull, and slightly smaller than the nearby Ring-billed Gulls.
The most obvious field mark was the black under primaries. The bird was in
basic plumage so the head was all white with a black smudge behind the eye.
The nape was white, which is gray in Bonaparte's Gulls. The bill appeared to be
all dark. The mantle and upperwings were pale gray with white outer forewing
wedge and trailing black edge to tips of primaries, noticeably lighter than the
nearby adult Ring-billed Gulls. I saw the bird three times and all looks were
rather brief. Whenever I took my eyes off of the gull, I was not able to find it
again among the many gulls flying with it, so I could not obtain any photos.
Fortunately I was able to get Jennifer on the bird and she was able to snag a
couple of pics before we lost it again. I spent about another hour looking for the
gull after Jennifer left, but was not able to find it.

Mainly flying around with a mix of Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. On one
occasion it dropped down to the water and grabbed a small fish

See in description section above.

Yes.  Separated from adult Bonaparte's Gull, which is the only gull similar, by
larger size, upperside paler, and most importantly black under primaries.  I have
seen several others over the past few years mainly at Presque Isle.

none

none
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