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Please check the PA Review List before submitting a report if you are unsure whether or not the 
species is rare: http://www.pabirds.org/records/index.php/review-list/

All information submitted through this form (including photographs) will become publicly available on 
the PORC website. You may choose to exclude your address and phone number if you prefer.

Refer to this webpage for tips on how to document your sightings.

Observer's Name Ian Gardner

E-mail gardnie07@gmail.com

Observer's Address Harrisburg, PA
United States

Names of additional observers Ted Nichols II, Kevin Shannon

Documentation
Species (Common Name) Paci�c Golden-Plover

Species (Scienti�c Name) Pluvialis fulva

Number of individuals 1

Age(s) and Plumage(s) and Sex (if 
known)

Adult male beginning pre-basic molt.

Observation Date and Time Thursday, July 16, 2020 18:00

Did you submit this sighting to eBird? Yes

Link to eBird checklist https://ebird.org/checklist/S71560252

County Dauphin

Location (City, Borough, Township) Harrisburg
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Exact Site (E.g. Name of park, lake, 
road)

Wildwood Lake Park

GPS coordinates of sighting 40.306780, -76.885172

Habitat Mud�ats within extensive ephemeral wetlands. Mostly
dominated by cattails and purple loosestrife. The wetlands
typically �ood in the winter and spring and dry out in the
summer and fall to expose extensive mud�ats. The wetland
complex is located just a few hundred yards from the
Susquehanna River, a signi�cant migratory �yway in the
region.

Distance to bird About 400 feet

Viewing conditions About 80 degrees and very cloudy, intermittent rainfall. Fairly
clear view in scope and binoculars.

Optical equipment used Swarovski 8.5x40 binoculars, Vortex Razor HD 20-60x85
Spotting Scope

Description Golden-Plover with long bill, large head, thin neck, somewhat 
chunky body, and long legs. The bill is long with an even 
thickness throughout. The head is large compared to the 
thin neck. The crown is very dark with gold and white �ecks. 
Gold, white, and tan �ecks continue through nape, mantle, 
and wings. The face is dark, but some white feathers are 
starting to appear. The white band extends from the 
forehead, above the eye, and down the neck and �anks until 
it merges with white on the undertail coverts. The white 
does bulge a bit on the sides of the breast. The black on the 
face extends down the throat and through the belly before it 
fades out in the mottled black/white undertail coverts. Body 
is chunky on top of long legs. The chunkiness gives it a bit 
of a Black-bellied Plover appearance with the long bill. The 
legs are noticeably long. The ultimate ID factor though is 
length of the tertials relative to the tail and primaries. 
Because of the weather, distance to the bird, quality of 
camera equipment, and photography ability of the observers, 
there are very few photos that show the tertials well. I think 
the best photo is the 3rd photo by Steve Schmidt on his 
eBird checklist (https://ebird.org/pa/checklist/S71549037). 
In that image, the tertials fall just short of the tail and the 
primaries project just beyond both.   

Behavior (be as detailed as possible 
about what the bird was doing)

Very similar behavior to adjacent Killdeer. The golden-plover 
was most often standing very still with an upright posture. It 
would occasionally walk a short distance and bend down at 
the waist to grab an exposed worm, snail, or insect and 
stand back upright. It was often standing next to and almost 
touching the exposed logs and stumps in the wetland. It 
didn’t appear to associate closely with any other birds, but 
would stand on alert, head held high and scanning for 
predators, if it heard an alarm call by any other shorebirds. 

Separation from similar species (How 
you eliminated others)

This bird is clearly a Golden-Plover due to the gold flecks on 
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the wings, mantle and head, mottled undertail coverts, dark 
cap on the head, and primary feathers projecting beyond the 
tail. The long bill and mottled undertail coverts rule out 
European Golden-Plover, so we’re left with either American 
or Pacific Golden-Plover. There are several ID factors to 
consider when separating these two species. First of all, 
this bird was observed in mid-July. Both “Lesser” Golden-
Plovers should be just starting their pre-basic molt if they’re 
done on the breeding grounds in the arctic tundra. This bird 
appears to have just started molting into basic plumage by 
the white feathers that are showing throughout the black 
underside from its face to its undertail coverts, which are 
extensively white. The white band that extends from the 
head through the neck and flanks, especially through the 
undertail coverts (which are mottled white and black), 
indicates Pacific Golden-Plover. The one trait in favor of 
American Golden-Plover is the bulging white band along the 
breast. It gives the bird a white “saddlebags” effect when 
seen from the front. But again, this bird appears to be 
molting from a more uniform black plumage underneath to 
gray and white. The bill is long and fairly evenly thick. The 
head can appear large with a relatively slender neck, but it 
depends on posture. The body is fairly chunky, not showing 
the characteristic slender elongated look of an American 
Golden-Plover. The legs are also noticeably long. Although 
the ultimate characteristic is the relative length of the 
tertials compared to the tail and primaries. As I mentioned 
in the “Description” section, this bird appears to have long 
tertials, with tail extending just beyond it, and the primaries 
projecting just beyond the tail. But none of the photos show 
the individual feathers well enough to count the number of 
primary feathers that extend past the tertials. American 
Golden-Plovers should have at least 4 feathers projecting 
beyond, Pacific just 2-3. However, I think the combination of 
the other features with the long tertials separate this bird 
from an American Golden-Plover.

Discussion – anything else relevant to 
the observation that will aid the 
committee in evaluating it:

First found by Scott Bills on July 15,th. He and I both thought 
it was an American Golden-Plover after studying his photos, 
although we never thought Paci�c Golden-Plover was a 
possibility in south-central PA in the moment. I went to 
chase the bird the next day and was able to see the bird 
easily through binoculars and scope. I still did not think 
about Paci�c Golden-Plover until Ted Nichols II mentioned it 
to me after everyone left Wildwood that night. Extensive 
discussion on Facebook and RBA groups, which I have not 
read, led to the PGPL identi�cation. One other note is the 
timing, mid-July. Most American Golden-Plovers reported on 
eBird on the east coast (Maine, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania) 
are in late August through October. The few Paci�c Golden-
Plovers reported in those states have been throughout July 
and a few into August and early September. I attached a 
screenshot of the eBird bar chart. 
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Are you positive of your identi�cation 
? (Why or why not)

Yes, based on the details I described above, which includes
data about plumage, morphology, and season.

References Consulted
During Sibley's Birds of North America App

After The Sibley Guide to Birds; Princeton Field Guides Birds of
Europe; The Kingbird article titled "New York's First Record
of Paci�c Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva)" December 2003,
Volume 53, Number 4; Bird Guides “Golden Plover Photo ID
Guide”
(https://www.birdguides.com/articles/identi�cation/golden-
plover-photo-id-guide/#); The Identi�cation of American and
Paci�c Golden Plovers by Martin Reid
(http://www.martinreid.com/Main%20website/pluvialisID.ht
ml); Paci�c Golden-Plover Identi�cation All About Birds
(https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Paci�c_Golden-
Plover/id#); Identi�cation of Adult Paci�c and American
Golden Plovers In Their Southbound Migration by Alvaro
Jaramillo in January 2004 edition of Western Birds
(https://www.researchgate.net/publication/242601191_FEAT
URED_PHOTO_IDENTIFICATION_OF_ADULT_PACIFIC_AND_
AMERICAN_GOLDEN_PLOVERS_IN_THEIR_SOUTHBOUND_
MIGRATION)

Uploads
Supporting evidence (check all that 
apply)

Photograph

Upload images, audio, video or 
drawings
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