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Varied Thrush

Ixoreus naevius

1

Adult Male

03-03-2019 3:00 PM

Yes

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S53352405

Northampton

Bethlehem

2475 Brodhead Rd

40.6789,-75.3630

Commercial/Industrial complex with lines of planted trees (mostly maple, spruce,
cherry, and crabapple) and some unattended treelines that provide most of the
usable habitat in the area

20 feet

Overcast and calm then flurries leading to heavy snowfall

Swarovski 8.5x40 binoculars

Thrush of similar size to American Robins, but a bit thinner overall. Dark gray
head with orange supercilium and throat, black chest band, orange breast
leading to mottled gray belly, white under tail coverts, dark gray tail and back,
with patterned orange and gray wings.

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S53352405
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First seen perched with about a dozen American Robins in Red Maple tree along
Brodhead Road and then it flew approx. 50 feet over to a fruiting crabapple tree.
Orange carpal bar on gray wing seen well in flight. It ate crabapples with about
20 robins until a loud car flushed most of the birds. The Varied Thrush remained
in the tree for about 30 more seconds before flying with the remaining robins to
the nearby treeline.

Similar size and shape to the American Robins, but the Varied Thrush has a
darker head, orange supercilium, throat, and breast, and bold black chest bar.
Bold orange bar on wing also stands out. No other species looks similar in North
America.

Seen and photographed by several other people over the weekend.

Yes, I've seen and heard several Varied Thrushes in the Pacific NW.
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