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Rock Wren

Salpinctes

obsoletus

1

Unknown.

10-06-2018 10:20 AM

Yes

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S49066043

Montgomery

Layfayetteville, PA

Dixon Meadow Preserve

Rocky drainage ditch

Approximately 10 yards but varied.

Excellent due to close views.

Leica Ultravid 10X42 binoculars

Medium size wren about the size of a Carolina Wren. Gray-brown above (crown,
back, wings and tail) with some small light mottling or spots on the back. Dark
line through the eye. Tail gray brown with buffy bars, some buffy patches in the
primaries. Rump rusty. Throat and breast dull white with some fine brown/gray
streaking. From the belly to the undertail the color was buffy. Bill and legs black.

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S49066043


Behavior (be as detailed as
possible about what the bird
was doing)

Separation from similar
species (How you eliminated
others)

Discussion – anything else
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that will aid the committee in
evaluating it:

Are you positive of your
identification ? (Why or why
not)

During

After

Supporting evidence (check
all that apply)

The bird appeared in a rocky drainage ditch. It would appear from the dense
vegetation on either side of the ditch which was a few feet wide. It would hop
around the rocks, disappearing from view at times as it explored the crevasses.
Quite active as it moved about. It never called or sang.

No other local wrens look like this. House Wren is much smaller and nearly
always holds the tail cocked. Winter Wren is much darker brown and tiny. This
bird never cocked its tail while in view. Carolina Wren is much richer in color,
warm brown rather than cold gray/brown and buffy below entirely. Also the
Carolina Wren has a bold white supercilium.

This bird was observed and photographed by many observers for three days
prior to my observation.

Yes.  I knew it was there and went to see it. Plus I've seen this species in
California, Colorado, New Mexico and Washington.

None.

Sibley Guide to Birds, National Geographic Guide.
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