
Submission Date

Observer's Name

E-mail

Phone

Observer's Address

Species (Common Name)

Species (Scientific Name)

Number of individuals

Age(s) and Plumage(s) and
Sex (if known)

Observation Date and Time

Did you submit this sighting
to eBird?

Link to eBird checklist

County

Location (City, Borough,
Township)

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park,
lake, road)

GPS coordinates of sighting

Habitat

Distance to bird

Viewing conditions

Optical equipment used

Description

PA Rare Bird Report
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United States

Cattle Egret

Bubulcus ibis

5

Adults in non-breeding plumage

10-20-2016 3:40 PM

Yes

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32134075

Northumberland

Sunbury

Fabridam overlook

40.849288, -76.803151

rocks on river

ranging from .1 to .2 miles

partly cloudy, with sun mostly behind me/to the side, fairly good lighting

Kowa TSN 883 20-60x spotting scope, and Nikon Monarch 8x42 binoculars.

I considered GREG, SNEG, LBHE, but the plumage details fit non-breeding plumage
adult CAEG. Their body bulk appeared similar to or less than nearby RBGU, and they
had a noticeably shorter wingspan than RBGU in flight. Their plumage was all-white,
their legs were dark, and their bills were bright yellow. The closest match in overall
coloration would be GREG, but these birds were clearly smaller than GREG, and had
relatively shorter necks and bills. A video, which includes one of the birds walking
around, is here: https://youtu.be/3pTa5uY26k4

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32134075


Behavior (be as detailed as
possible about what the bird
was doing)

Separation from similar
species (How you eliminated
others)

Discussion – anything else
relevant to the observation
that will aid the committee in
evaluating it:

Are you positive of your
identification ? (Why or why
not)

During

After

Supporting evidence (check
all that apply)

They were mostly resting, sometimes with heads tucked in, and sometimes with heads
out. They also walked around a little bit. They did not appear to be feeding much. I first
saw them on rocks just below the Fabridam, then something flushed them and they
flew south closer to the boat launch access, where they remained for the rest of my
observation.

See Description above.

It seems plausible that they were using the Susquehanna River as a landmark to
migrate south, and the showery weather overnight and this morning pushed them down
for a stopover.

Yes (see Description above)

Sibley app, and eBird - range map and recent photos

No additional references.

Photograph
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