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Observer's Name

Mike Fialkovich

E-mail

mpfial@verizon.net

Observer's Address

Country: United States

Names of additional
observers

David Yeany

Species (Common Name)

Western Tanager

Species (Scientific Name)

Piranga ludoviciana

Number of individuals

1

Age(s) and Plumage(s) and
Sex (if known)

adult male, basic plumage

Observation Date and Time

11-29-2015 8:10 AM

Did you submit this sighting
to eBird?

Not yet (please do, eBird is great!)

County

Centre

Location (City, Borough,
Township)

State College

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park,
lake, road)

Walnut Grove Drive

Habitat

Residential backyard bordered by woodland.

Distance to bird

Approximately 20 yards.

Viewing conditions

Excellent. Clear views through binoculars.

Optical equipment used

Leica 10 X 40 binoculars.

Description

Medium size passerine, larger than a sparrow but smaller than a robin. Perhaps
towhee sized with a shorter tail.
Head, underparts and rump bright yellow.
Mantle black with dull white edges to the feathers imparting a scaly appearance. Wings
black with two wingbars: a broad short yellow wingbar at the shoulder formed by the
median (and perhaps lesser) coverts and a second longer white wingbar formed from
white tips to the greater coverts. Tertials black, broadly edged white. Tail black.
Legs and feet black. Bill dull yellow, upper mandible a bit dusky; rather short and stout.
Some dusky black around the rear of the auriculars forming a dull patch. A tinge of red
on the forehead and throat, near the bill base.

Behavior (be as detailed as
possible about what the bird
was doing)

I first observed the bird perched in a juniper tree next to the house. It flew into the brush
at the edge of the yard where it perched for brief periods, then worked through the
edge of the yard and up the road. Following it, I heard it give a rattle like call several
times. It returned to the yard about an hour after the initial sighting and perched for
extended periods of time in the brush at the edge of the yard. It moved around from
tree to tree and fed briefly on the ground under a feeder which one of my photos
shows. I had excellent views as it came close to the feeding area.

Separation from similar
species (How you eliminated
others)

Easily separated from non-breeding, immature or female plumaged Scarlet Tanager
which is duller yellow and lacks wingbars and a black back. Summer Tanager female
has a larger bill and lacks black wings, back and tail and wingbars. Too large for an
American Goldfinch which would not be bright yellow this time of year.

Discussion – anything else
relevant to the observation
that will aid the committee in
evaluating it:

This bird was present for at least a week, observed and photographed by several
birders before I made the trip to see it. It's been well documented by many observers
including the homeowner.

Are you positive of your
identification ? (Why or why
not)

Yes. I've seen Western Tanagers in Arizona and California.

Supporting evidence (check
all that apply)

Photograph

Upload images, audio, video or drawings
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