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Observer's Name Matthew Sabatine

E-mail mattsab12@yahoo.com

Observer's Address Street Address: 115 B Fox Gap Ave.
City: Bangor
State / Province: PA
Postal / Zip Code: 18013
Country: United States

Species (Common Name) large Shearwater Species

Species (Scientific Name) unknown

Number of individuals 2

Age(s) and Plumage(s) and
Sex (if known) unknown

Observation Date and Time 10-30-2012 12:31 PM

County Northampton

Location (City, Borough,
Township) outside of Bangor

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park,
lake, road) Lake Minsi

GPS coordinates of sighting 40° 54' 48.00", -75° 10' 23.92"

Habitat man made lake

Distance to bird several hunderd feet

Viewing conditions heavy winds and overcast skies with intermittent rain

Optical equipment used Nikon 10x42 Monarch

Description I was tracking a group of Dunlin moving along the lake
when I glassed over a small group of Vultures and
noticed these individuals kit ing with them; they were
viewed a great distance away, closer to the Kittat inny
Ridge direct ly north of the lake than over the lake
itself; however, it 's possibly that they could have
passed direct ly over the lake and I just hadn't  gotten
on them until viewing them with the vultures near the
ridge; I am NOT certain they were shearwaters,
however the overall shape of these birds was
dist inct ive enough for me to submit documentation;
although they were viewed a great distance away and
under poor viewing condit ions, the slender, long and
thin wings on an rather slender body were consistent
with shearwaters. They were not observed flapping
their wings a single t ime, instead kit ing high in the sky
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in the loose company of the vultures; they were
drift ing farther away and even at their closest point
of observation they were at quite a distance;
however the body shape was what really stood out; I
am at a loss to think of what birds could be confused
with shearwaters considering how dist inct ive their
body and wing shapes are; I say "large shearwater sp."
in the species box because I believe, even at that
distance, that the birds appeared large enough to rule
out the smaller shearwaters, such as Manx and
Audubon's. I believe that it 's likely they were either
Cory's or Great Shearwaters. Even though the birds
were observed from below, with their undersides fully
exposed, I could not pick up any addit ional field marks
or colorat ion due to the viewing condit ions and
distance; the overall shapes are the sole reason for
submitt ing documentation. I feel as though
shearwaters are dist inct ive enough in shape,
especially of the wings, to warrant documentation
even at that distance and given the poor looks.

Behavior (be as detailed as
possible about what the bird
was doing)

as mentioned they were kit ing very high in the sky, in
the loose company of vultures, before disappearing
to the north and out of view along the kitatt iny ridge;
they were not seen flapping, instead using the high
winds to guide them in flight

Separation from similar
species (How you eliminated
others)

I based separating from other species and concluding
they were likely shearwaters based on the shape
alone, especially in the wings; I concluded large
shearwater species due to the length of the wings
and overall large size of the body as compared to
Manx or Audubon's; the wings were so thin and
straight that I don't  believe a bird with that shape
could really be confused with anything else; I suppose
Petrels would be a remote possibility, but even they
show a slight bend in the wings, which these birds did
not

Discussion – anything else
relevant to the observation
that will aid the committee
in evaluating it:

only one other report of a shearwater on this day, a
confirmed Cory's on the Susquehanna; that bird was
acting similarly to the individuals I observed, flying high
in the sky; apparently, though, it  was relat ively
stat ionary in the air, kit ing in more or less the same
place for an extended period of t ime

Are you positive of your
identification ? (Why or why
not)

NO! Given the magnitude of such a sighting combined
with the distance and lighting condit ions, I can
conclude nothing except that I'm fairly sure they were
Shearwaters; I have seen many Great and Cory's
Shearwaters on off shore pelagics and am very
familiar with how dist inct ively they are shaped
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