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The Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
(hereafter “PORC” or “the committee”) evaluates and 
archives documentation it receives of any species or 
recognizable form that is on the Review List for 
Pennsylvania. In addition it reviews documentation for new 
species or new subspecies for the state. This report covers 55 
records of 39 species. The 41 records accepted represent an 
acceptance rate of 75%. 

Highlights in this report include, the first records for 
Western Grebe and Allen’s Hummingbird and the fourth 
records for Pink-footed Goose, Brown Pelican, Ash-throated 
Flycatcher and Lazuli Bunting. The addition of Western 
Grebe and Allen’s Hummingbird brings the state total to 415 
species (Pulcinella 2006). 

PORC encourages observers to document their sightings 
with photographs, videos or sound recordings when possible, 
but also urges observers to submit accompanying written 
documentation. Supporting written documentation may add 
details such as missing field marks or behavior notes that 
are not captured in some photos. The Committee continues to 
emphasize that the primary point of any documentation of a 
rare bird should be a detailed written description. There are 
several well written articles on documenting rare birds and 
observers are encouraged to consult the Committee’s web 
pages at <www.pabirds.org>, Dittman and Lasley 1992, and 
PORC 2000. 

The Committee would like to emphasize the importance 
of submitting documentation directly to PORC. The posting 
of reports, including written details and photographs, on 
listservs or websites or blogs may not safely be assumed to 
have been discovered by PORC nor be assumed to be 
understood as documentation of a rarity. 

Documentation can be submitted to Nick Pulcinella, 
PORC Secretary, 613 Howard Road, West Chester, PA 
19380, nickpulcinella@verizon.net. 
 
Committee News 
 

The Committee membership and year of term expiration 
during this report period consisted of Ben Coulter (2013), Al 
Guarente (2012) (chair), Jonathan Heller (2011), Tom 
Johnson (2012), Geoff Malosh (2012), Cameron Rutt (2011) 
and Rick Wiltraut (2010). Nick Pulcinella (2011) is the non-
voting secretary. Former members, Eric Witmer, Jerry 
Stanley and Kevin Fryberger voted on one or more records in 
this report. During this report period, Cameron Rutt took a 
temporary leave to assist with ornithological research 
overseas and was replaced by Dave DeReamus.  

At the committee’s 2010 meeting, Ben Coulter was re-
elected to additional three-year term. Rick Wiltraut rotated 
off the committee and was replaced by Dave DeReamus 
(2013). PORC thanks Rick for his six years of dedicated 
service. Al Guarente was elected chair for an additional year 
and Nick Pulcinella was re-elected non-voting Secretary for 
an additional one year term.  

The Committee has a presence on the Pennsylvania 
Society for Ornithology web site at <www.pabirds.org> 

where PORC’s pages include the Official State List, the 
Review List of species requiring documentation, tips for 
improving documentation of rarities, and a documentation 
form that can be downloaded. The site also contains 
information regarding the functions of the Committee.  
 
Classification of Records: 
 
Class I: An accepted record based on an existing identifiable 

specimen, a diagnostic photograph or a diagnostic 
recording. Abbreviations are (p) photograph, (r) sound 
recording, (a) audiotape, (v) videotape, (s) specimen.  

Class II: An accepted sight record documented independently 
by two or more observers. 

Class III: An accepted sight record documented by one 
observer. 

Class IV-A: A record for which there exists a majority of 
evidence in support of the observer’s identification; the 
record is probably correct, but not beyond reasonable 
doubt. 

Class IV-B: A record for which there exists insufficient 
evidence for evaluation. 

Class IV-C: A record for which there exists a majority of 
evidence in favor of an identification other than what 
was submitted. 

Class V: The identification is correct, but the bird represents 
or may represent an escape or an introduced bird not yet 
established in Pennsylvania. 

 
Format of this Report: 
 

The records are arranged taxonomically following the 
American Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North 
American Birds (AOU 1998) and supplements. The number 
in parentheses after the species name represents the number 
of accepted records, including those in this report, since the 
establishment of PORC in 1989. A (+) after the number 
signifies accepted historical records prior to the formation of 
PORC. Each accepted record includes the locality and county 
and date(s) when known. In many cases, dates are taken 
from the seasonal reports published in Pennsylvania Birds. 
Enclosed in parentheses following the date are the name(s) 
of the observer(s) responsible for finding and/or identifying 
the bird, if known, followed by a semicolon, then the names 
of those who submitted documentation (in alphabetical 
order). Following the list of observers is the record’s 
classification and the PORC record number. This is followed 
by the Committee’s vote tally for each record. All 
photographs, video and sound recordings are currently being 
held with the Secretary. An (*) after a species name indicates 
that the species is no longer on the PORC review list.  
 
Abbreviations: Christmas Bird Count (CBC), North 
American Birds (NAB), National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), 
Pennsylvania Birds (PB); Reservoir (Res.), State Game 
Lands (SGL), State Park (S.P.), Township (Twp.), Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA). 
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misidentified. More commonly, a report is not accepted 
because the documentation submitted was incomplete, 
insufficient or too vague to properly identify the reported 
occurrence while eliminating all other similar species. The 
Committee again stresses the importance of taking field 
notes either while the bird is under study or immediately 
afterwards. It is worth noting that written reports prepared 
entirely from memory weeks, months, or years after the 
sighting are rarely voted on favorably. The non-acceptance of 
any report reflects the opinion of the committee that the 
documentation, as submitted, did not meet the meticulous 
standards needed for adding the report to the official 
historical record. If the committee is unsure of a specific 
report, it prefers to err on the conservative side and not 
accept a good record rather than endorse a bad one. It is 
important to note that non-acceptance by no means indicates 
that PORC or any of its members feel the record did not occur 
as reported. All records whether accepted or not remain on 
file and can be re-submitted for review if additional material 
is presented. 
 
King Eider (Somateria spectabilis)  
A distant female seen in flight passing Presque Isle S.P., 
Erie, 30 December 2008. Class IV-A; 145-01-2008. 4/3, 1/5. 
Most members did not feel that this distant bird could 
positively be identified as this species based mostly on size. 
The committee did agree that the bird should be accepted as 
eider species. 
 
Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens)    
One flying over Blue Marsh Lake, Berks, 20 September 2008. 
Class IV-A, 075-01-2008. 5/2, 4/3. One over the Militia Hill 
Hawkwatch, Montgomery 20 September 2008. Class IV-A, 
075-02-2008. 4/3, 4/3. Both birds were seen following the 
passage of Hurricane Ike out of the Gulf of Mexico. Though 
the identifications were likely correct, the written reports 
and in the case of the Militia Hill bird, the distant photos did 
not adequately eliminate the similar Great Frigatebird or 
Lesser Frigatebird, which have been documented in the 
mainland United States three and four times, respectively. 
In the case of Lesser Frigatebird, it has been documented as 
close as Maine. The committee felt the descriptions and 
photos adequately supported the reports being accepted as 
Frigatebird species. 
 
Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus)  
One in flight over Cornwall, Lebanon, 20 September 2009, 
Class IV-A, 168-03-2009. 0/6. Though likely correct for such 
an unmistakable bird, there was very little detail as too the 
description in the report submitted. 
 
Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis)  
One near the Breezy View Overlook, Lancaster, 31 May-2 
June 2009. Class IV-C; 171-01-2009. 2/5. One in flight over 
the Pennsy Swamp, Mercer, 13 May 2009; Class IV-B; 171-
03-2009. 0/7. The Lancaster was problematic as there were 
multiple reports of this bird on the PABIRDS listserv by 
several observers, but the only documentation submitted (a 
photograph) was not of this species. The Mercer report did 
not contain a plumage description. Mississippi Kite 
continues to be a species with a high non-acceptance rate, 
though that rate is decreasing. Similar species such as 
Northern Harrier or one of the falcon species seem to cause 
confusion. In addition, it appears that if a raptor cannot be 
adequately identified, Mississippi Kite becomes the default 

species. Observers are directed to Johnson 2007 for 
identification keys.  
 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus)  
One in flight over Presque Isle S.P.,Erie 26 July 2009. Class 
IV-B, 291-01-2009. 2/5. The written report was scant on 
plumage details for such a mega-rarity.  
 
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 
One adult in breeding plumage at Lake Wallenpaupack 24 
October 2009, Class IV-A, 369-01-2009. 3/4. Though likely 
correct, most members felt the identification challenge of 
separating medium sized Sterna (Arctic, Common, Forster’s, 
Roseate) was not adequately accomplished with the 
documentation submitted. 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus)  
One in Overfield Twp., Wyoming, 26 April 2009; Class IV-B, 
561-01-2009. 2/5. The report did not provide enough detail to 
adequately assess the sighting. 
  
Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulous) 
One at the Piney Tract, Clarion, 8 June 2009; Class IV-B, 
694-01-2009. 1/6. The description was suggestive of this 
species but there was no mention of the undertail coverts, a 
key feature in eliminating the expected Cedar Waxwing. 
Committee members were also troubled by the unexpected 
date and felt that a photograph would be needed to accept a 
record of this magnitude. 
 
Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii)  
One immature/female type in Bethlehem, Northampton, 11 
January 2006-7 April 2006; Class IV-A, 874a-01-2006. 4/3, 
5/2, 5/2. During the second round of voting it was suggested 
that this report be sent for review outside of the committee 
since there was some speculation that the bird was a hybrid 
Bullocks/Baltimore Oriole. After the outside opinion was 
received and circulated, most members continued to feel that 
the bird was most likely a Bullock’s Oriole but the photos 
showed characters that are inconsistent with pure Bullock’s 
including the dark/dusky markings on the pale gray back. 
Six affirmative votes are needed for acceptance beyond the 
first round.   
 
Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator)  
Eight individuals in New Wilmington, Lawrence, 1 January 
2009. Class IV-B, 879-01-2009. 2/5. The description 
submitted did not rule out crossbills.  
 
Common (Greater) Redpoll (Carduelis flammea rostrata)  
Three at a feeder in Harrisburg, Dauphin, 25 March-6 April 
2008. Class IV-C, 886a-01-2008. 2/5. The numerous photos 
submitted show a redpoll that is larger but appears to be 
fluffed up. The birds considered to be “Greater” Common 
Redpolls lack the distinguishing field marks of heavier, dark 
streaking and less intense red than Common Redpoll.  
 
Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni)  
One in Solebury, Bucks, 31 January 2009. Class IV-B, 887-
02-2009. 1/6. The photos and written description seem to 
support Common Redpoll.  
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Corrigenda 
 
In the 17th PORC report, the record of the Sabine’s Gull 
from Butler County was erroneously reported as a first 
county record. I was embarrassingly absentminded of the 
record of this species during the passage of Hurricane Fran 
in September 1996 by former PORC members Ed Kwater 
and Paul Hess. 
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