PSO 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Meeting on Zoom
August 11,2026, 7:04-8:20 PM

President Laura Jackson called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Attendees: Vice President Caro-
lyn Hendricks, Secretary Sheree Daugherty, Treasurer Frank Haas, Directors David Barber,
Brian Byrnes, Chelsea Beck, Joe Gyekis, Jeff Kenney, Aiden Hannon, Connor Schmitt, Brian
Shema, Doug Wentzel, Karter Witmer. Absent: Richard Rieger, Wayne Laubscher and Justin
Merry.

This was Laura Jackson’s inaugural board meeting as president. Two new directors, Aiden Han-
non and Connor Schmitt were introduced, and each director gave a personal statement of intro-
duction.

» Approval of 6/04/26 Minutes:

- A motion was made by Carolyn Hendricks to approve the minutes. David Barber sec-
onded. The minutes were adopted unanimously with no discussion.

- Brian Byrnes brought up the fact that a quorum for board meetings is set at five and that
the minimum number of directors is three according to the current bylaws. It was sug-
gested that the bylaws be changed to increase these numbers. No decision was made.

» Approval of 8/08/26 Treasurer’s Report:

- Treasurer Frank Haas presented the report. Carolyn made a motion to approve and Chel-
sea seconded. The report was approved unanimously.

- The treasurer’s report is posted on the 1st of each month on the PSO website under
Board Member Access:
https://pabirds.org/images/members/MonthlyTreasurersReport.pdf

* Review of June 2026 PSO Birding Festival:

- Participation Totals— Registrants: 148, Banquet: 105, Friday Conservation: 17, Friday
Field Trips: 59 (there were two trips), Business Meeting: 120

- A request for articles and photos of the festival to be published in the Pileated bulletin
was made. Laura, Carolyn, Joe, Brian S. and Connor volunteered to provide content.

- The festival produced a net income of approximately $2,000. The full report can be seen
at: https://pabirds.org/festival/FestivalReportsRegistrationSummary.php
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- Only 39 people responded to the post festival survey. Results can be viewed at:
https://pabirds.org/festival/FestivalSurveyResultsAttendees.php

- Ideas to improve future festivals included:

More Friday field trips.

Earlier start times on Sunday field trips.

Improving the microphone techniques of speakers.

Inviting grad students to participate with poster presentations.

Doug suggested a brief in-person meeting of directors at the next festival.

The PSO festival survey email came in as
w72w9xogmrbx (@ 114.182.62.50.host.secureserver.net, with the second line “Birding

Festival Survey.” Hopefully the top line can be changed to PSO Birding Festival Sur-
vey so we get more responses next year.

» Ethan Tapper’s Walk and Talk, Sunday, Nov 8, 2026:

- The event held at the Bonta’s property is limited to 36 participants. All 12 of the PSO
spots are full. A few slots from JVAS are still available.

» Committee Reports:

- A request was made for an updated list of each committee’s members.

- Festival Planning Committee: submitted by Carolyn Hendricks

Members: Carolyn Hendricks, Frank Haas, Brian Byrnes, Sheree Daugherty,
Chelsea Beck, David Barber, Jeff Kenney, Laura Jackson

The 2027 Festival will be in Erie County at the Ambassador Banquet and Confer-
ence Center October 1 — 3, 2027.

Local individuals and groups will be asked for help and advice. Laura will reach out
to Presque Isle Audubon and Brian B. will contact EBO.

The committee will meet bi-monthly and then monthly in the year prior to the festi-
val on the 2nd Wednesday of the month

A suggestion was made to look into including a Lake Erie pelagic trip.
The idea of connecting to the Erie Festival of Birds was mentioned.

2028 Festival: A location and time frame was discussed. Brian B. previously looked
at venues in York County and Gettysburg that are being considered and will get
further information to present to the committee.
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- Awards and Nominations Committee, submitted by Carolyn Hendricks

Members: Sandy Lockerman, Emily Thomas, Carole Winslow

Committee handles: Certificate of Appreciation Program, Conservation and Poole
Award and Student Research Grants.

Committee meets twice a year, once in advance of solicitation for awardees, and then
to review candidates and determine the award winners.

New committee members are needed to replace longtime members Deb and Greg
Grove who have resigned from the committee.

Suggestions are needed on how to incorporate student research award winners into
Festival content

- Conservation Committee: Brian Byrnes and Brian Shema

Members: David Barber, Vern Gauthier, Carolyn Hendricks, Laura Jackson, Mary
Alice Koeneke, Rich Rieger, Karter Witmer

The Blitz has wrapped up. Blitz Website: https://www.breedingbirdblitz.org

The committee plans to meet in late August with quarterly meetings thereafter.

- Education Committee: submitted by Joe Gyekis

Members: Julia Plummer, Emily Thomas, Doug Wentzel
Joe asked for speaker suggestions for future webinars.

All past presentations are on YouTube.

» Events and Field Trip Committee: submitted by Jeff Kenney

Members: Evan Mann, Tony DeSantis, Chad Kauffman, Angela Romanczuk
There will be a County Spotlight in Bradford County this October 16 — 19, 2026.
A fall Golden Eagle Trip will be in early November at Allegheny Front.
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* PORC Committee Report: submitted by Corey Husic

* Members: Emily Ritter, Scott Stoleson, Amy Davis, Annie Lindsay, Carl Engstrom,
Nick Liadis, Eric Zawatski

* A summer meeting will be held soon. https://pabirds.org/porc-welcome/

* Publications: Mark Bonta — absent, no report

Editorial Board: Nick Bolgiano, Mike Fialkovich, Dan Brauning, Geoff Malosh, Holly
Merker, Rudy Keller, Deb Grove, Rob Dickerson, Frank Haas

» Directors were reminded that the Pileated bulletin publishes every other Thursday. Sub-
missions are due the prior Sunday to the editor, Kaitlyn Stouch.
Email: kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.  The next submission is due on August 16, 2026.

* Next Full Board Meeting
e The next meeting will be held on October 15 at 7:00 PM.
e The December meeting will be held on the 14th at 7:00 PM.

Laura adjourned the meeting at 8:20 pm.

prepared by Sheree Daugherty, 8-12-26
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