PSO 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Meeting on Zoom
June 4,2026, 7:00 - 8:19 PM

President Brian Byrnes called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Attendees: Directors Brian
Byrnes, Carolyn Hendricks, Frank Haas, Sheree Daugherty, Doug Wentzel, Laura Jackson,
David Barber, Richard Rieger, Karter Witmer and Jeff Kenney.

Absent: Chelsey Beck, Mary Alice Koeneke, Joe Gyekis, Brian Shema, Wayne Laubscher and
editor Mark Bonta.

* Approval of April 16, 2026 Minutes:

- A motion was made by Frank Haas to approve the minutes. Rich Rieger seconded. The
minutes were adopted unanimously with no discussion.

» Action Items:
- Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation

» Laura Jackson made a motion to pledge $1,500 in matching funds to meet the $22,000
goal if needed. Jeff Kenney seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unani-
mously with no discussion.

- Request for support of forest landowner event

» Laura Jackson made a motion for PSO to donate $500 toward a program on the Bonta
property by forester and author, Ethan Tapper. The program is on November 8 and
PSO members are welcomed to attend. Rich Rieger seconded the motion. The motion
was adopted unanimously with no discussion.

* Committee Reports:
- Festival Planning Committee, submitted by Carolyn Hendricks

* As of 6-4-26, there are 131 individuals registered for the Festival. That number in-
cludes vendors, sponsors and speakers. Ninety-five are registered for the banquet.
Friday’s outings have 108 registrants and Saturday has 107. T-shirt sales are 52.

» Sixteen people are signed up for the Conservation Project.

» Volunteers are needed for the PSO sales table and someone to take photos.

» Frank will bring PSO rack cards for members to distribute to various organizations.
* Frank has the award plaques.

» A digital Festival Evaluation form will be distributed to attendees.

+ Deadline to register for the Festival is June 14, and June 9 for the banquet.
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- 2027 Festival:
* Erie County was tentatively chosen as the site of the 2027 Festival.

» Brian Byrnes reported that the Bayfront Conference Center is available for the follow-
ing weekends; September 10-12 and October 29-31. It was agreed that the September
date was preferred.

* Costs for rooms are $159 per night, slightly higher than previous venues.

* A decision will be made at the August board meeting or earlier.

»  We will most likely not be able to announce the details at the June Festival.
 Brian will look at two additional venues.
 Erie Bird Observatory will act as host in support of the Festival.

* Presque Isle Audubon will also be approached for support.

* Middle Creek Expo - 6-27

- Rich Rieger will attend the expo on behalf of PSO. Frank will provide materials to sell
and display.

- There was a discussion of the worth of these types of outreach programs to PSO. The
sense of the board was to evaluate requests to participate in these types of events on a
case-by-case basis.

* Other Business
- The idea of forming an Outreach Committee to promote PSO was discussed.

* An increased presence on Social Media might be the best strategy. A stipend might be
provided to someone willing to oversee social media interactions.

- Mark Bonta reports that the winter issue of the Journal is coming along.

- Rich Rieger mentioned a PGC program that provides Chimney Swift Towers and Purple
Martin Houses to municipalities.

* Next Full Board Meeting
- The next meeting will be held August 11 at 7:00 PM.
- A date for the October meeting is to be determined
- The December meeting is scheduled for Monday the 14th.

Brian adjourned the meeting at 8:19 pm.
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