PSO 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Meeting on Zoom
April 16,2026, 7:00-8:17 PM

President Brian Byrnes called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Attendees: Directors Brian
Byrnes, Carolyn Hendricks, Sheree Daugherty, Frank Haas,, Doug Wentzel, Laura Jackson,
Chelsea Beck, Mary Alice Koeneke, Richard Rieger, Joe Gyekis, Brian Shema, Karter Witmer
and editor Mark Bonta. Absent: David Barber,Wayne Laubscher and Jeff Kenney.

» Approval of February 10, 2026 Minutes:

A motion was made by Chelsea Beck to approve the minutes. Rich Rieger second. The
minutes were adopted unanimously with no discussion.

» 2026 Directors and Officer Elections:

Brian Miller resigned his position as director on March 1, 2026.

Laura Jackson will be nominated as President at the June Annual Meeting. The remain-
ing officers will run for new terms: Carolyn Hendricks asVice President, Sheree Daugh-
erty as Secretary and Frank Haas as Treasurer.

Four Directors’ terms expire in June: Chelsea Beck, Mary Alice Koeneke, Jeff Kenney
and Karter Witmer. Chelsea and Karter have agreed to stay on for another term. Jeff has
yet to decide. Mary Alice will not serve another term.

The following new nominees were discussed before the June 4, 2026 Board Meeting.
 Justin Merry PhD, Cambria County, nominated by Laura Jackson.

» Connor Schmitt, Blair County, nominated by Laura Jackson.

» Aidan Hannon, Lackawanna County, nominated by Rich Rieger.

There was an approved motion for the board to nominate: Merry, Schmitt and Hannon as
new Directors; Beck, Kenney and Witmer as renewing Directors; and Jackson
(President), Hendricks (Vice President), Daugherty (Secretary), Frank Haas (Treasurer)
as Officers. These nominations will be shared with the membership prior to the Annual
Meeting.

» Erie Bird Observatory Request:

Erie Bird Observatory has requested a letter of support from PSO for a DCNR grant pro-
posal. Brian will review the proposal.

A motion to approve support from PSO was made by Laura Jackson and seconded by
Mary Alice Koeneke. The motion was adopted unanimously with no discussion.
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* Audubon Mid-Atlantic Scarlet Tanager Proposal:

- Audubon Mid Atlantic asks that the PSO help to promote that the Scarlet Tanager be des-
ignated as the state migratory bird.

- A motion to approve support from PSO was made by Chelsey Beck and seconded by
Mary Alice Koeneke. The motion was adopted unanimously with no discussion.

» Committee Reports:

- Awards and Nominations Committee, submitted by Carolyn Hendricks

* Recipients for Awards at the Festival are as follows:
» Poole Award: Marcia Bonta
» Conservation Award: Laura Jackson
* Student Research Grants:

» Oliver Jankosy, MS candidate in Biology at Indiana University; “On avian
response to forest tending in eastern deciduous forests.”

» Erin Laurel Murray, MS candidate in Ecology at Penn State; “On stress re-
sponse in Eastern Bluebirds in urban environments.”

 Youth Scholarships:

» There is one applicant. Frank Haas will work with Joe Gyekis to complete
the application.

- Festival Planning Committee, submitted by Carolyn Hendricks
» As of 4-16-26, there are 87 individuals registered for the Festival.

e Three counties were discussed as locations for the 2027 Festival; Adams, Erie, and
York. Erie seemed to be favored. A decision will be made before the Festival and
will be announced there.

» Brian Shema will promote the Festival to the Audubon Society of Western Pennsyl-
vania’s (ASWP) membership.

- Conservation Committee: submitted by Laura Jackson

» Brian Shema suggested that the board look at the ASWP’s website for guidelines on
backyard certification.

» The Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation’s goal for 2026 is $22,000. Money raised
will be awarded to two organizations and, if that goal is reached, three mini grants.
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* Blitz partners for 2026 are:
 3rd Breeding Bird Atlas (budget $12,500)
 Schuylkill County Conservancy (budget $5,000)

» Three mini grants to non profits that are designated by team captains.

PORC Report: submitted by Corey Husic

- The 2022 report will be completed and submitted soon. The 2023 report should be ready
by the end of summer.

- The committee continues to work with Frank Hass on issues with the PORC website.

Events and Field Trip Committee: submitted by Jeff Kenney
- There will be a Spotlight April 24-27 in Fayette County
- The October Spotlight will be moved from Potter to Bradford County.

Other Business

- Frank Haas is working on an updated version of the Annotated list of the Birds of Penn-
sylvania booklet and will form a committee to compile data. He requests volunteers.

» Mary Alice Koeneke has agreed to volunteer.

Next Full Board Meeting
- The next meeting will be held June 4 at 7:00 PM.

Brian adjourned the meeting at 8:17 pm.

— prepared by Sheree Daugherty, 4-17-26
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