
 PSO 2026  Board  o f  Direc tors  Meet ing  Minutes  

M e e t i n g  o n  Z o o m               
F e b r u a r y  1 0 , 2026, 7:00-8:08 PM 

President Brian Byrnes called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Attendees: Directors Brian 
Byrnes, Carolyn Hendricks, Sheree Daugherty, David Barber,, Doug Wentzel, Laura Jackson, 
Wayne Laubscher , Richard Rieger, Joe Gyekis, Brian Shema and  editor Mark Bonta.  Absent: 
Frank Haas, Chelsea Beck, Mary Alice Koeneke, Jeff Kenney, Karter Witmer and Brian Miller. 

• Endangered Species Coalition Letter: 

- A letter was sent to oppose the weakening of the Endangered Species Act.   

- The following Directors Brian Byrnes, Frank Haas, Carolyn Hendricks, Sheree Daugher-
ty, David Barber, Doug Wentzel, Laura Jackson, Chelsea Beck, Mary Alice Koeneke, Jeff 
Kenney, Joe Gyekis, Brian Shema, and Karter Witmer gave their approval by an email 
vote for PSO to sign the petition.. 

- At this time there has been no action on the Federal level.	  

A motion was made by Rich Rieger to approve the December, 9, 2025 board minutes. Carolyn 
Hendricks seconded. The minutes were adopted unanimously with no discussion. 

• Pennsylvania Birds Winter Editor: 

- The board approved a $500 honorarium for the seasonal editor of each journal issue mov-
ing forward. Mark Bonta proposed that Connor Schmidt fill the Winter Editor position.  
A motion to do so was made by Brian Byrnes and seconded by Carolyn Hendricks pass-
ing with no dissent. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

• 2026 Board and Officer Elections: 

- Brian Byrnes announced he will not seek another term as President. Brian intends to re-
main on the board through the end of his current term as a director, which runs through 
2027. 

- Four Directors’ terms are up in June: Chelsea Beck, Mary Alice Koeneke, Jeff Kenney 
and Karter Witmer.  Chelsea has agreed to stay on for another term.  Mary Alice will not 
serve another term. 

- Nominations for new Directors can be sent to Brian Byrnes by the end of April. 
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• Committee Reports: 

- Awards Committee, submitted by Carolyn Hendricks 

• Deadlines for Awards are as follows: 

• Poole and Conservation Awards: Send submissions to Carolyn by 2/15. 

• Youth Scholarships: Send submissions to Joe Gyekis by 3/15. 

• Blitz Partners: Send submissions to Brian Byrnes by 3/1 

• Student Research Grants: Send submissions to Deb Grove by 3/10 

• Festival Sponsorships: Send suggestions to Brian Byrnes by 3/31 

- Festival Planning Committee, submitted by Carolyn Hendricks 

• The committee is scheduled to meet tomorrow, 2/11/26. 

- Conservation Committee: submitted by Laura Jackson 

• The committee awaits applications for the Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation. 

• A reply was sent to a resident of Luzerne County who asked for suggestions on how to 
deal with a proposed data center. 

• PORC report:  submitted by Corey Husic 

- PORC met on December 10, 2025. The committee has reviewed most of the records for 
2023 and will have a report by late summer 2026. 

- Corey Husic will stay on as chair for one more year. Emily Ritter has agreed to continue 
as non-voting secretary for another year. 

- The committee discussed their system of documenting bird reports.  Emily is working on 
streamlining a system for reporting from multiple observers. 

• Treasurer Report: submitted by Frank Haas, Treasurer 

- A full treasurer report can be viewed on the PSO website. 

• Other Business 

- Brian Shema has offered to speak to Laura Jackson and the Conservation Committee 
about their interest in a Certification Program. 
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• Next Full Board Meeting 

- The next meeting will be held April 16 at 7:00 PM.  

Brian adjourned the meeting at 8:07 pm. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 — prepared by Sheree Daugherty, 2-11-26
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