
 PSO 2025  Board  o f  Direc tors  Meet ing  Minutes  

M e e t i n g  o n  Z o o m  
J u n e , 3, 2025, 7:00-8:18 DST 

President Brian Byrnes called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Attendees: Brian Byrnes, 
Carolyn Hendricks, Frank Haas, Sheree Daugherty, David Barber, Chelsea Beck, Doug Wentzel, 
Karter Witmer and Jeff Kenney. Absent: Laura Jackson, Richard Rieger, Joe Gyekis, Mary Alice 
Koeneke, Wayne Laubscher, and Brian Miller. 

A motion to approve the April 3, 2025 minutes was adopted unanimously. Brian asked that an 
additional item be added to the April minutes: the signing of a  petition by PSO to oppose the 
nomination of Brian Nesvik as director of the Fish and Wildlife Commission. 

• Conservation Award Budget for 2025 

- Since there were two strong candidates for the Conservation Award this year, the board 
discussed giving two awards in 2025.  A motion was made by Sheree to grant two Con-
servation Awards of $1000. The motion was seconded by Karter and the motion was ap-
proved unanimously. Jim Dunn and Brian Auman of the Robert Porter Allen Natural Area 
in  Lycoming County have been awarded one of the awards and will each receive $500.  
The second award will go to the Wildlands Conservancy.  

- Lisa Kiziuk of Willistown Conservation Trust has accepted the nomination for the Poole 
Award. 

- The board discussed and approved a nomination for a Special Service Award to be pre-
sented at the 2025 PSO Birding Festival. 

• Procedure for email Voting 

- A motion was made by Brian to adopt the following procedure for Board votes conducted 
by email: “If a board member believes that an item requires Board action prior to the next 
scheduled Board meeting, they should request that the President call for such a vote. If 
the President agrees that such a vote is required, the President will circulate a message to 
the board with the recommended motion and ask for questions and comments to be sent 
to the entire board to allow for full discussion of the topic and arguments for and against 
the action. After a period of at least 48 hours, the President will call for an email vote. 
Votes must be cast within 48 hours of that message. A majority of the Board’s current 
voting members must participate in the vote to establish a quorum. Once more than half 
of the current voting members have responded affirmatively, the motion will be consid-
ered approved.” The motion was discussed, seconded by Chelsea and passed unanimous-
ly.   
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• Newsletter Committee 

- An ad hoc newsletter committee will be established to discuss new strategies and plat-
forms to reach a wider audience and make announcements in a more timely manner. 

- A request for volunteers to serve on the committee will be sent to directors and a meeting 
will be set up to explore options. 

- Potential ideas and goals include: 

• a possible weekly or monthly electronic platform to allow members to learn of  pro-
grams or events that can’t be announced in a timely fashion in the quarterly newsletter. 

• content ideas include:  articles on the history of PSO, bird quizzes, webinars an-
nouncements, trip reports, profiles of individuals or organizations, etc. 

• New Director Nominations 

- PSO directors and the membership are asked to submit nominations for new directors to 
be instated at the 2025 Annual Meeting and Birding Festival. 

	  

• Other Business 

- Rack cards were designed months ago. There needs to be followup. They are needed by 
mid-June for the event at Middle Creek WMA. 

Brian adjourned the meeting at 8:18 pm. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 — prepared by Sheree Daugherty, 6-3-25
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