
 PSO 2025  Board  o f  Direc tors  Meet ing  Minutes  

M e e t i n g  o n  Z o o m  
A p r i l , 3, 2025, 7:04-8:30 EST 

President Brian Byrnes called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Attendees: Carolyn Hen-
dricks, Frank Haas, David Barber, Laura Jackson, Chelsea Beck, Sheree Daugherty, Jeff Kenney, 
Richard Rieger, Joe Gyekis and Corey Husic (ex-officio). Absent: Doug Wentzel, Mary Alice 
Koeneke, Wayne Laubscher, Karter Witmer, Val Dunn and Brian Miller.  Absent ex-officio mem-
bers: Dan Brauning, Mark Bonta, Kaitlyn Stouch, and Sean Murphy 

A motion was made to approve the February minutes. Carolyn Hendricks seconded. The motion 
was unanimously approved without discussion. 

• Board Membership  

- Val Dunn has resigned as Secretary and will remain on the board. 

- Sheree Daugherty was nominated by Brian Byrnes for the position of Secretary to finish 
out Val Dunn’s term until the annual meeting of 2026. Frank Haas seconded the motion. 
The motion was unanimously approved without discussion. 

- Brian Miller is on hiatus as director, but will re-engage with the board as soon as possi-
ble. 

- Nathan Weyandt has resigned as a director. 

- Sean Murphy’s role as an ex officio member was discussed.  

• Action Items 

- Laura Jackson made a motion to provide up to $1,500 toward the Breeding Bird Blitz for 
Conservation. Chelsea Beck seconded. The motion was unanimously approved without 
discussion. 

• The donation goal for B4C is $25,000. The donation from PSO will only be used in the 
event that the goal is not reached.   

- Frontiers in Ornithology Scholarship: Carolyn made a motion to approve offering a $750 
reimbursement scholarship towards attendance for one student.  David Barber seconded. 
The motion was unanimously approved. The recipient will be required to provide a news-
letter article/webinar presentation on the event. 

- Award Budgets 

• A motion was made by Carolyn Hendricks and seconded by Sheree Daugherty set al-
locations for awards at the following: 

• $1,000 to 1,500 for Student Research Grants to fund 2 to 3 projects at $500 each 
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• $1,000 for the Conservation Award 

• $250 for the Poole Award 

The motion was unanimously approved.

• Middle Creek Expo & Migratory Bird Day 

- Frank Haas has offered to set up table at the Middle Creek Expo on June 28, 2025.  He 
has requested that a volunteer also attend. 

- PSO will have a table for Migratory Bird Day on May 10. Richard Rieger has volun-
teered to attend. 

• PSO Rack Cards 

- Rack cards will be designed and printed by mid April to be used for membership devel-
opment and marketing.  Cards will be distributed to Directors, bird clubs and used at spe-
cial events. Jeff Kenney will share previous emails pertaining to designing cards. 

• Executive Committee 

- An Executive Committee consisting of the president (as chair) and all of the officers will 
be formed.  Additional members may be added at the president’s invitation. The commit-
tee will focus on board and committee membership and development, organizational fi-
nance, sponsorships and strategic direction. 

• A protocol will be established for email voting on issues. 

• PSO Engagement with other Organizations 

- Several strategies were discussed: 

• Involving local clubs when the festivals is in their area/county 

• Forming Partnerships with land conservation groups, Audubon chapters, the Bird Atlas 
and bird clubs for mutual support. 

• Organizing a list of PA bird clubs to receive promotional information. 

• Using press releases to advertise the festival 

• Highlighting individuals/organizations in the PSO newsletter. 

• Contacting NPR’s the Allegheny Front for possible story segments. 

• Contacting regional publications such as Pennsylvania Magazine for possible articles. 

• Treasurer Report 

- Frank Haas reports that the recent increased cost of membership has had no negative af-
fect on membership.  He also reports that there is an increase in the number of on line 
only renewals. 

Brian adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm. 
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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 — prepared by Sheree Daugherty, 4-5-25
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