
Draft Minutes of PSO Board of Directors Meeting 

February 12, 2025

Directors Present: Brian Byrnes, Frank Haas, Carolyn Hendricks, Rich Rieger,
Brian Miller, David Barber, Chelsea Beck, Jeff Kenney, Doug Wentzel, Joe
Gyekis, Laura Jackson and Sheree Daugherty

Directors Absent: Val Dunn, Mary Alice Koeneke, Wayne Laubscher, Nathan
Weyandt, Karter Witmer

Meeting called to order by Brian Byrnes at 7 pm with a quorum present.

· Motion to approve the minutes from the November meeting passed
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report – Frank Haas

· New membership rates have been in place since January 2025.

· Our fiscal year has been transitioned to the calendar year.

· Because our revenue exceeds $50,000, a formal tax return is required and
has been submitted

Request for Youth Scholarship Funds to support a PA student attending the
Frontiers in Ornithology Conference in Seattle WA in October 2025.

· Brian Byrnes will request and provide more details about the logistics
and cost at our next meeting

PSO board meeting structure discussion led by Brian Byrnes including
committees providing written reports in advance of each meeting including any
required action items for the board. The goal of the restructuring is to
facilitate more active and focused discussion on specific topics during each
of the meetings for example bird collisions and how can we can engage young
birders.

· Brian Byrnes will circulate a template to committee chairs to submit 

· Committee chairs will be asked to provide a list of current committee
members so the website can be updated

· A board meeting will be held during the September Festival if the
schedule permits

Review of board member composition, board member terms, the nomination process
and board member engagement

· Brian Byrnes plans to reach out to several lapsed/inactive directors to
verify their status

Review of PSO Operations and the multifaceted and important roles that our
Treasurer serves and how to support him

· Brian Byrnes and all directors are encouraged to consider individuals
with multiple skill sets to be considered as future board members to
support these functions for the PSO

Update on the Awards and Nominations Committee responsibilities and membership



· This committee will be chaired by Carolyn Hendricks with support from
Brian Byrnes

· Nominations will be solicited for the Poole Award and Conservation Award

Education Committee Update

· Youth scholarship applications will be solicited and reviewed by this
committee chaired by Joe Gyekis.

· Student research grant applications will be solicited with help from Deb
Grove 

· Candidates for Certificates of Appreciation will also be solicited
including through the newsletter

Festival update – Carolyn Hendricks

· By email the contract with our venue has been approved by the board and
finalized.

· Our festival bird logo has been finalized.

· The committee is actively working with the venue on logistics and has a
terrific line up of confirmed speakers and an expansive list of field
trips.

· There is a lot of positive activity on sponsors and vendors. Brian
Byrnes has tabulated a list of potential sponsors and their status and
Sheree Daugherty is tracking the outreach to potential vendors.

· The Conservation Project is being developed. 

· Registration will launch once we finalize sponsorships which will help
to set the registration fees.

Conservation Committee update – Laura Jackson

· The Blitz will be held from June 6, 2025 to June 16, 2025.

· The deadline for Blitz funds applications is nearing a close.

· Laura has received information about NFWF grant funding to support
grassland bird conservation in certain counties in PA and Frank will
circulate this to PSO members.

Webinars update – Brian Miller

· Webinars are in the works for the 1st Thursday of every other month at 7
pm with a goal of six webinars this year including Matt Schumar of the
Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative and Jennifer Houtz at Allegheny
College in March 2025 and April 2025 respectively. 

· This effort requires a lot of advertising on social media and Julia
Plummer has been helping out.

Field Trips – Jeff Kenney

· The Northumberland and York County Spotlights are coming up.

· The Hillstar Montana trip is fully booked and a donation will come to
PSO from the trip registrants after the trip.

PORC – Brian Byrnes on behalf of Corey Husic 



· The PORC committee membership was reviewed along with their plan to
manage the backlog of records.

Publications Update

· Mark Bonta provided a journals update via the chat. The search remains
on for a Guest Editor for the Winter Edition of Pennsylvania Birds.

Other issues discussed

· Management of spam emails from PSO directors

· Laura Jackson is monitoring the conservation landscape with emphasis on
how it may be impacted by the new administration and has offered to
write articles for the newsletter on this topic.

· Laura Jackson offered to provide an update on the status of the
devastating Avian Flu for PSO members incorporating some of the guidance
from the Game Commission.

Meeting adjourned by Brian Byrnes at 8 pm with minutes compiled by Carolyn
Hendricks for Val Dunn


