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... from the Editor

Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology —
2022 annual meeting at Middle Creek

For the first time since 2019, PSO will
have a “live" annua meeting, to be held
September 16-18, 2022 at Middle Creek
Wildlife Management Area in
Lancaster/Lebanon. This will in fact be a
“hybrid” meeting — birders will have the
option of attending eventsin person or seeing
talks viaZoom.

At this point, plansareto hold field trips
Saturday and Sunday mornings, as we have
adways done. There will be no Saturday
evening banquet and speaker. However, Scott
Weidensaul will present, viainternet linkage
from his home in New Hampshire, a keynote
addressin late afternoon. Prior to Scott, there
will be two or three shorter presentations,
again available via link to those who choose
not to attend in person, and the same holdsfor
the business meeting on Friday evening.

Registration, spesker, and fidd trip
details will be presented in the next issue of
our newdetter, The Pileated. Obvioudly, this
is subject to the status of COVID as we go
through the summer. However, barring a
significant setback, themeetingis“on”, plans
are well underway already, and the PSO
Board of Directors are optimistic that a live
gathering can be held safely, abeit with
whatever cautions are gtill in effect.

Pennsylvania Bird Lists—2021

The 2021 Pennsylvania Bird Lists have
been compiled by Andy Keister. A portion of
that report is presented in this issue. The
entirereport, including al county listing data,
will be posted on the PSO web site:

https://pabirds.org/index.php/birding/pa-
birdlists

Nightjar surveys

Whip-poor-wills and  Common
Nighthawks are among the fastest declining
nesting species in Pennsylvania Good data
are hard to come by for these nocturnal
species. Citizen scientists can contribute by
cregting and running annua routes, as per
ingtructions a the website of The Nightjar
Survey Network:

http:/Aww.nightjars.org/

In Pennsylvaniain 2021, 12 routes were
run. A tota of 140 Whip-poor-wills were
tallied, with a range of 0-32 birds on
individua routes. One Common Nighthawk

was aso recorded. Inthe previous year, 2020,
12 routes produced 191 Whip-poor-wills.
Surveys consist of 10 point counts (6
minutes each), with stops separated by at |east
one mile. Surveys idedly are done near the
time of the full moon and on nights when the
moonisvisiblein clear or partly cloudy skies.
The survey time periods for Pennsylvaniafor
2022 are 8-22 May and 7-20 June. Contact
me with questions about setting up aroute.

Compiler news

Sad news to report — Flo McGuire
passed away March 15, 2022. Flo took over
as compiler for Forest in 1999 and continued
for over 20 years until stepping down last
year. Flo was a widely known and beloved
figure in the northwestern Pennsylvania
birding community. She served as Vice-
President of PSO and participated in many
citizen science projects. Beyond birding, she
was a long-time volunteer at the Food Bank
of western Forest. Our condolences to her
husband Jim and her family.

With this fal season issue, Marge Van
Tassdl has submitted her last summary for
Armstrong. Armstrong, Carbon, and Union
will have new compilers beginning with the
winter 2021-22 issue (Vol 36, No. 1).

Thefollowing counties need acompiler:
Bradford, McKean, Perry, and Snyder.
Contact the editor if interested.

County compilers.  Phil  Keener
(Adams, York), Mike  Fialkovich
(Allegheny, Fayette), Marjorie Van Tassel
(Armstrong), Geoff Malosh (Beaver,
Lawrence, Washington), Laura and Mike
Jackson (Bedford), Rudy Keller and Matt
Wlasniewski (Berks), John Carter (Blair),
Paul Heveran (Bucks), Oscar Miller
(Butler), Tina Alianiello (Cambria), Mark
Johnson  (Cameron), Nan Butkovich
(Centre), Rick Robinson (Chester), Carole
Window  (Clarion), Diane Bierly
(Clearfidld), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton),
Andy Keister (Columbia, Northumberland),
Rob Hodgson (Crawford), Tim Johnson

(Cumberland), Sandy L ockerman
(Dauphin), Sheryl Johnson (Delaware),
Carol Light (EIk, Forest), Jerry

McWilliams (Erie), Bill Oyler (Franklin),
MarjorieHoward (Greene), Vern Gauthier
(Fulton), Greg Grove (Huntingdon, Fulton),
Margaret Higbee (Indiana), Dan Richards
(Jefferson), Chad Kauffman (Juniata),
Ryan Johnson (Lackawanna), Zach Millen
(Lancaster), Tim Becker (Lebanon), Bill

Etter (Lehigh), Dennis Miranda (Luzerne),
Bobby Brown (Lycoming), Glenn Koppel
(Mercer), Rob Dickerson (Mifflin), Bruce
Johnson (Monroe), Brian Henderson
(Montgomery), Evan Houston (Montour),
Michael Schall (Northampton, Pike), Holger
Pflicke (Philadelphia), Robert Snyder
(Potter, Tioga), Dave Rieger (Schuylkill),
Jeff Payne (Somerset), Rob Megraw
(Sullivan), Evan Mann (Susquehanna),
Gary Edwards and Russ States (Venango),
Scott Stoleson (Warren), Josh Jones
(Wayne), Tom Kuehl (Westmoreland), Joe
DeMar co (Wyoming).
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Northern Harrier Fall-Winter Distribution and Trends in Pennsylvania and

Regionally
Nick Bolgiano and Greg Grove

The Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) is a rare nesting
species in most of Pennsylvania (Wilhelm 2012), but we know it
more commonly from more northern breeding birds migrating into
the state between fall and spring. Northern Harriers are typically
seen coursing low over fields or marshes as they hunt for small
mammals and birds. At hawk watch sites, the Northern Harrier
frequently flies high overhead and in a straight and steady manner
and not like the low-flying courser that we might expect.

Northern Harriers are uncommon at most locations here; it
ranks as the 8" and 9" most tallied species at the Hawk Mountain
and Waggoner's Gap hawk watch dites, respectively
(Hawkcount.org). In the Pennsylvania Winter Raptor Survey
(WRS), one of the most extensive and long running of its kind
(2001-2021), Northern Harrier rank 7" in species tallies, between
Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) and Red-shouldered Hawk
(Buteo lineatus). During the same period (2000-2020) in the
Pennsylvania Christmas Bird Count (CBC), Northern Harrier
ranked 8" among the vultures and diurnal raptors, between Sharp-
shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) and Red-shouldered Hawk.

Raptor migration through the Mid-Atlantic is highly
influenced by its geography, particularly the Great Lakes, the
Atlantic Ocean, and the Appalachian Mountains. Geography
funnels some raptor species into Pennsylvania; in other cases, it
guides them elsewhere. The four open-country raptor species,
Northern Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), Rough-
legged Hawk, and American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) share
common features in their distributions and migration pathways,
particularly for birds that breed in Canada and must move south to
avoid snow and cold temperatures. Those features are discussed
below.

Pennsylvania is blessed to have a long history of raptor
watching and an experienced and dedicated contingent of
observers. Watchers commonly speculate about raptor movement
and why we are seeing or not seeing raptors. In lieu of having
transmitter tracks to understand how Northern Harriers move, this
article discusses their fall-winter geographic distributions and
trends and the inferences that can be drawn about migration
movements from those distributions, using hawk watch, CBC, and
WRS data.

Hawk Watch Tallies

The region considered here is Ohio to Massachusetts from
west-to east and southern Ontario to Virginia from north-to-south,
(see Figures 1-2). Most of the region’s hawk watches are located
near the shores of Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, or the Atlantic Ocean
or on top of Appaachian Mountain ridges. To investigate the fall
distribution of Northern Harriers, hawk watch data were obtained
from Hawkcount.org for the period 2000-2021, which coincides
with the WRS period. Northern Harrier distributions were
contrasted with those of Red-tailed Hawks and American Kestrels,
the most common open-country raptor species.

In the fall, Northern Harriers were highly concentrated along
the Atlantic Ocean and the north shore of Lake Erie, with moderate
numbers at the southern-most ridgesin Pennsylvania, the Kittatinny
Ridge and Second Mountain. Shoreline sites dominate the top 10
list, although Waggoner's Gap, PA, ranks 8" and Hawk Mountain,
PA, ranks 10" (Table 1). For 27 of 47 fall sites, the average number
of Northern Harriers was less than 100 per season (Figure 1).

In the fall, Red-tailed Hawks, the most numerous of the open-
country raptors, were most concentrated along the north shores of
Lakes Erie and Ontario and at Appalachian Mountain ridge sites.
The top three sites were along Lake Erie, but six Appaachian
Mountain siteswerein thetop 10, including five from Pennsylvania
(Table 1). Cape May, NJ, was an exception to the above locations,
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ranking 11" with 1407 birds. Red-tailed Hawks is the case for
which Pennsylvania sites most frequently ranked among the top
sites (Table 1, Figure 1).

In the fall, American Kestrels were highly concentrated along
the Atlantic Ocean and the north shore of Lake Erie, even more so
than for Northern Harriers. Shoreline sites dominated thetop 10 list
(Table 1). Among Pennsylvania sites, Hawk Mountain ranked 13"
with 401 birds and Waggoner’s Gap ranked 18" with 304. For 23
of the 47 fal sites, the average number of American Kestrels was
less than 200 per season (Figure 1). Among North American watch
sites, Cape May, NJ, has reported the most American Kestrelsin a
season, 21,515 during fall 1981, and for asingle day, 24,875 on 16
Oct 1970 (Ligouri 2005; Hawkcount.org).

Acrossthe47 fall sites, Northern Harrier and American Kestrel
counts were the most related among the species pairs, with a
correlation of 0.938. In contrast, the Northern Harrier-Red-tailed
Hawk correlation was 0.546 and the Red-tailed Hawk-American
Kestrel correlation was 0.316. (A correlation of 1 implies perfectly
related, a correlation of 0 implies completely unrelated.)

Fall migration pathways for Northern Harriers, Red-tailed
Hawks, and American Kestrels that move south from Canada are
displayed in the bottom right of Figure 1. Thisfigurewasoriginally
developed for Red-tailed Hawk using hawk watch, CBC, and band
return data (Bolgiano 2015; Bolgiano and Grove 2018). The
Northern Harrier and American Kestrel hawk watch and CBC data
suggest that these two species use the same pathways, though each
species may utilize a certain pathway more or less heavily than the
others. This figure was modified from the original to show that
north-central New Y ork is used as astaging and wintering areawith
multiple pathways away from there.

Among the three species, American Kestrels preferentially
migrate south along the Atlantic coast or along the north shores of
Lakes Ontario and Erie before turning south. Red-tailed Hawks
prefer to migrate along the north shores of those two Great Lakes
aswell as along Appalachian Mountain ridges and less so along the
Atlantic coast. Northern Harriers are similar to American Kestrels
in their choices, but a significant percentage of Northern Harriers
migrate along Appalachian ridges as well, more so than American
Kestrels. The higher number of Red-tailed Hawks that migrate
through the Appalachian Mountains likely also reflects the higher
population of Red-tailed Hawksthat breed south of the Great L akes
and migrate south. Many of these breeding Red-tailed Hawks likely
stay on territory year-round, but those in less hospitable wintering
habitats and juvenile birds are more likely to leave.

CBC and WRS Distributions

The CBC distribution of Northern Harriers is consistent with
the CBC distributions of Red-tailed Hawk (Bolgiano and Grove
2018) and American Kestrels (Bolgiano et a. 2015) and with the
Northern Harrier hawk watch data shown in Figure 1. Figure 2
shows the Northern Harrier CBC site means/10 party-hours for
2000-2019 (the year is the one in which Christmas occurs during
the CBC count period). Displayed are those sites with mean party-
hours of 20 or more and five or more years of counts.

The highest Northern Harrier CBC densities were along the
Atlantic coast, aong the north shores of Lakes Erie and Ontario
extending south into Ohio, and in the Hudson River Valley of
eastern New Y ork. In Pennsylvania, moderate densities were found
in the west extending southeast from the western end of Lake Erie,
inthe SusquehannaV alley extending south from north-central New
York, and in the east near the southern Appalachian ridges
(Figure2). These distributions reflect both the availability of open-
country and marsh habitat that Harriers prefer and the proximity of
migration pathways.

206 2021 -VOLUME 35NO. 4



Tablel

Top 10 eastern fall hawk watch sites for Northern Harriers (NH), Red-tailed Hawks (RT), and American Kestrels (AK), ranked by

average 2000-2021 season totals.
Rank NH Site #NH RT Site #RT AK Site #AK
1 Cape May, NJ 1167 | Detroit River, Ml 4544 | Cape May, NJ 4970
2 Hawk CIiff, ON 893 | Hawk CIiff, ON 4491 | Kiptopeke, VA 3934
3 Holiday Beach, ON 696 | Holiday Beach, ON 4076 | Hawk Cliff, ON 2863
4 Kiptopeke, VA 616 | Waggoner's Gap, PA 3244 | Holiday Beach, ON 1741
5 Detroit River, Ml 427 | Hawk Mt, PA 2417 Lighthouse Point, CT 1240
6 Lighthouse Point, CT 388 | Bake Oven Knob, PA 1858 | Detroit River, Ml 895
7 Cape Henlopen, DE 283 | Little Gap, PA 1649 | Chimney Rock, NJ 786
8 Waggoner’'s Gap, PA 231 | Franklin Mt, NY 1625 | Fireldand, NY 734
9 Fireldand, NY 194 | Allegheny Front, PA 1604 | Cape Henlopen, DE 697
10 | Hawk Mt, PA 166 | High Park, ON 1445 | Cranberry Marsh, ON 528

The CBC takes place during Dec 14-Jan 5, while the WRS
takes place during mid-Jan to mid-Feb. The WRS is much more
efficient at tallying raptors than is the CBC, so effort-adjusted
counts are not directly comparable between the two surveys.
However, by using the same mapping rules for each survey, the
distribution changes between surveys can be seen. Figure 3 shows
21-year means for each survey, 2000-2020 site meang/10 party-
hours for CBC, and 2001-2021 county means/10 hours, plotted at
county centers, for Northern Harriers, Red-tailed Hawks, and
American Kestrels. CBC sites are displayed if mean party-hours
were 20 or more and five or more years of counts.

Northern Harrier numbers were the lowest of the three species
and displayed a modest tendency to become more concentrated in
the central and lower Susquehanna valley by the WRS period,
though not to the same extent as American Kestrels. The higher
American Kestrel CBC densitiesin the west were much diminished
by the WRS period, less so for Northern Harriers. Red-tailed Hawks
did not show the same degree of change as did Northern Harriers
and American Kestrels (Figure 3).

Regional Trends

The Raptor Population Index (RPI) project began in 2004 asa
collaboration between the Hawk Migration Association of North
America, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, and HawkWatch
International to analyzetrends at North American hawk watch sites.
Birds Canada became a collaborator in 2009. Every three years,
participating scientists update trend analyses with the addition of
new data (Oleyar et al. 2021). Some recent results are shown here;
data were obtained from Bird Studies Canada (2021).

The RPI analysis estimates an annual index for each species of
interest, each index value having an inherent meaning: the average
number of predicted birds per day over that season. These are the
Raptor Population Indices plotted on the y-scales of Figure 4. A
linear regression of these annual indices vs. timeis used to estimate
thetrend (Oleyar et a. 2021). Trend results are displayed in text on
Figure 4 as the percent annual change for the most recent ten years
analyzed, here 2009-2019. LOESS smoothing regression lines
show thelong-term trend and connect lines for symbols are used to
show shorter cycles in the data. (LOESS is a linear regression
technique that estimates the Y-values near each X-value and
connects those estimates. Thislineis not the fitted trend line itself,
but anice way to view the long-term trend.)

The RPI team has found significant evidence for declines in
Northern Harriers counts at most fall watch sites in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, southern New York, and southern New England
(Oleyar et a. 2021). Figure 4 shows RPI trends for the four
Pennsylvania sites with the longest time spans in Hawkcount.org:
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Hawk Mountain, Waggoner's Gap, Militia Hill, and Stone
Mountain, plus Cape May, NJ, and Holiday Beach, ON, long-
running sites that rank first and third, respectively, in the region’s
average Northern Harrier totals. There is significant evidence for
declines at all four of the Pennsylvania sites plus Cape May. The
estimated 2009-2019 decline estimates for which there is
significant statistical evidence (indicated by *) are all high (Oleyar
et al. 2021).

CBC data were obtained from National Audubon Society
(2021) and Northern Harrier trendsin the CBC were calculated for
several states, groups of states, and Ontario. For those sites
recording at least 20 party-hours, the Northern Harrier count/10
party-hours was calculated, and those effort-adjusted counts
averaged for each region of interest, thus equally weighting the sites
for each year.

The most pronounced trends in the CBC data are from those
states with abundant coastal marshesto our east and south that have
some of the region’s highest Northern Harrier wintering densities:
New Jersey-Delaware and Maryland-Virginiaa. The LOESS
regressions give ballpark estimates of the observed declines of 37%
and 28%, respectively, for those state groups over 2000-20109. If
those locations are common winter destinations of many of the
Northern Harriers migrating south through Pennsylvania, there
would be a consistency between hawk watch and CBC resullts.

Thereis evidence that Northern Harriers have often shown an
approximate four-year migration cycle, meaning that thereis apeak
about every four years (Schimpf et al. 2020). Datafrom three of the
five hawk watches used to investigate this phenomenon are shown
in Figure 4: Holiday Beach, ON, Hawk Mountain, PA, and Cape
May, NJ, (Hawk Ridge, MN, and Derby Hill, NY, are the others).
In those sites' data, you can see periodic high values commonly
followed severa years later by low values. The same tendency
appears in the data from Stone Mt, Militia Hill, and Waggoner's
Gap, aswell asin the CBC data. The tendency to cycle appears to
be waning as Northern Harrier counts decline.

Discussion

The vast maority of the Northern Harriers seen in
Pennsylvania are undoubtedly from far northern breeding
populations that must head south before the impending winter
snows. Most of the Northern Harriers that move south through our
region follow one of several pathways: west along the north shores
of Lakes Ontario and Erie and then south or southeast when they
clear Lake Erie, south through the Hudson River Valley, or aong
the Atlantic coast from southern New England. To the southbound
stream of Northern Harriers, Pennsylvania airspace behaves like a
large eddy, with many Northern Harriers moving south on either
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side but fewer crossing our state's boundaries. Part of this equation
could aso be that Pennsylvania does not contain the more
expansive Northern Harrier habitat found in the open country of the
Midwest or the marshes along the Atlantic coast.

Neverthel ess, Pennsylvania appearsto host a higher fraction of
the region’s migrating Northern Harriers than of its migrating
American Kestrels. A modest number of Northern Harriers move
along the Kittatinny Ridge from eastern New York, south from
north-central New Y ork, or through the state’ s southwestern corner
after clearing the west end of Lake Erie.

Many Harriers move through here that are not counted at hawk
watches. Northern Harriers use ridge updrafts among the least of
theraptors, they often cross aridgeinstead of following it, and they
can fly on marginal conditions that would not tempt most other
raptors. Partnersin Flight estimatesthe Northern Harrier population
of Canada and the United States to be 820,000 (Partners in Flight
2020), but the number tallied at hawk watchesisasmall fraction of
that estimate.

Spring may be the season when the most Northern Harriers
cross our state. The Braddock Bay, NY, spring watch site, located
along the south shore of Lake Ontario near Rochester, NY, has
recorded the most Northern Harriers in one season, 3,173 in 1996,
and in one day, 440 on 16 Apr 1996 (Ligouri 2005;
Hawkcount.org). Many of the Northern Harriers tallied there have
likely migrated through the northwest corner of our state. The
Presque Isle, PA, spring watch site ranks among the top 10 eastern
sites for spring Northern Harrier numbers, recording about 100 per
season.

Eastern North America is where Northern Harrier declines at
North American hawk watch sites are concentrated, with significant
evidence for declines at 28 of 55 sites (51%) (Oleyar et al. 2021).
There does not appear to be a strong signa in the CBC data that
Northern Harriers have been remaining farther north in recent
decades. This suggests that causes of these declines may be due to
lower survival or reproduction. This would be consistent with the
waning four-year cycles if the high points in those cycles indicate
strong reproductive years.

That some of the Northern Harrier declines began shortly after
2000 coincides with raptor declines for which West Nile Virus
(WNV) may be contributing to (Bolgiano 2022). However,
Northern Harriers are seldom found dead from WNV (Nemeth et
al. 2006; Smith et al. 2018), unlike the other raptor species for
which the virus linkage is suspected. If WNV is contributing to
Northern Harrier declines, it is mostly happening out of our sight.

The Northern Harrier’ s presenceis asign of functioning open-
country and wetland habitats. Its uniqueness, being our continent’s
only species of a 16-member genus with specia adaptations for
hunting, three age- or sex-dependent plumage colors and a
characteristic profile and flight style adds delight to those days
when we witnessiit.
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Figure 1. Fall hawk watch sites, with symbals representing the 2000-2021 mean annual totals of Northern Harriers, Red-tailed Hawks, and
American Kestrels. Gray backgrounds represent mountainous or upland physiographic provinces. Sites with the highest counts are
AF=Allegheny Front, PA; BO=Bake Oven Knob, PA; CB=Cranberry Marsh, ON; CH=Cape Henlopen, DE; CM=Cape May, NJ,
CR=Chimney Rock, NJ; DR=Detroit River, MI; FI=FireIsland, NY; FM=Franklin Mountain, NY; HB= Holiday Beach, ON, HC=Hawk
Cliff, ON; HP=High Park, ON; HM=Hawk Mountain, PA; Kl=Kiptopeke, VA; LG=Little Gap, PA; LP=Lighthouse Point, CT;
RR=Raccoon Ridge, NJ; SG=Snicker’s Gap, VA; and WG=Waggoner’'s Gap, PA. Bottom right isamap of the primary migration pathways
that these species use to move south in the fall.
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Figure 2. Christmas Bird Count sites, with symbols representing the mean 2000-2019 Northern Harriers/10 party-hours. Gray backgrounds
represent mountainous or upland physiographic provinces.
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Figure 3. Pennsylvania CBC sites (left) and WRS county centers (right), with symbols representing the mean 2000-2020 CBC
mean/10 party-hours or 2001-2021 WRS mean/10 hours of Northern Harriers, Red-tailed Hawks, and American Kestrels.
Background shows elevations (<1000, 1000-2000, >2000 ft) and main rivers and cities.
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Figure 4. Raptor Population Index (RPI) of Northern Harriers for four Pennsylvania fall watch sites and two outside
sites, with 2009-2019 annual trend estimates (* denotes significant statistical evidence for a trend). High values are
labeled with two-digit year values.

Figure 5. CBC trends of mean Northern Harriers/10 party-hours by states or groups of states, and Ontario. High values
are labeled with two-digit year values.
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Pennsylvania Autumn Raptor Migration Summary 2021

David R. Barber

Another year, another record. Back in
2005, Pennsylvania' s watch sites recorded
1206 Bald Eagles, a rate of around 0.16
eagles per hour. Who would have guessed
that only 16 years later Pennsylvania
hawkwatchers would count three times that
number at a rate of 0.47 eagles per hour?
This year’'s total of 3773 Bald Eagles set a
new record, eclipsing the old record of 3715
set in 2019. However, while the return of
the Bald Eagle is something to celebrate,
there are severa species whose counts are
declining at Pennsylvania s watch sites and
deserve our attention. Read on to see how
the 2021 autumn migration season in
Pennsylvania unfolded and what species to
keep an eye on in the following years.

Migration Summary

In autumn 2021, 15 Pennsylvania
watch sites counted 121,587 raptorsin 8063
hoursover 1211 days, for an average of 15.1
hawks per hour (Table 1). Bald Eagle
Mountain returned this year and Tussey
Mountain conducted its first full season
count. Unfortunately, Bucktoe Creek
Preserve did not count thisyear. Total effort
was 4% above average and the total raptor
count was 2% above the 10-year average of
119,095 (Table 1). Above average counts
were observed for Turkey Vulture, 11,863,
up 43% from the 10-year average of 8327,
Bald Eagle, 3773, 28% above average;
Sharp-shinned Hawk, 23,561, up 6%;
Golden Eagle, 1490, up 26%; American
Kestrel, 1980, up 8%; and Merlin, 693, up
7% (Table 1).

Eight of 16 species had counts below
their 10-year averages. The largest dips
were seen in Northern Goshawk, 17, 83%
below average and Rough-legged Hawk, 4,
51% below average. Osprey and Red-tailed
Hawk continued short-term declines;
Ospreys, 1736, were 13% below average
and Red-tailed Hawks, 8252, were 25%
below average. Other species with below
average counts include Northern Harrier,
780, 4% below average; Cooper’'s Hawk,
2331, 6% beow average; and Red-
shouldered Hawk, 945, 19% below average
(Table 1).

Site Highlights

Allegheny Front (Somerset/Bedford) —
Allegheny Front counters tallied 9638
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raptors in 713 hours on 112 days for an
average of 13.5 hawks per hour from
August 15 to December 21. Effort was 3%
below average. Tota raptors were dightly
below the 10-year average of 9794. Only
counts of Bald Eagles and Broad-winged
Hawks were above average, 22% and 8%
above, respectively. Most other species had
counts below the 10-year averages.
Notably, Turkey Vultures, 155, were 61%
below average, the lowest since the early
90s. Counts of Red-tailed Hawks, 869, were
23% below average and the lowest in count
history, and no Northern Goshawks were
recorded for only the second time.

Morning fog shrouded the ridge on
September 19 and asit dissipated, kettles of
Broad-winged Hawks could be seen
circling inthe mist. A steady stream of 1249
broad-wings over the next hour kept the
counters busy and by day’s end a season
high 1818 broad-wings were recorded
(Table 2). Moderate southeast winds on
October 8 produced the best flight in
October and season high counts of 247
Sharp-shinned Hawks, 8 American
Kestrels, and 7 Peregrine Falcons.
October’s high count of 365 raptors on the
28th included 253 Red-tailed Hawks, ahigh
day for the season, and the highest single
day red-tail total of awatch site in the state
this autumn. The pesk flight of Golden
Eagles came on December 5 with 19.

Bake Oven Knob (Lehigh/Carbon) —
Counters observed 12,926 raptors in 667
hours on 98 days for an average of 19.4
raptors per hour from August 15 to
November 26. Effort was 15% below the
average of 784 hours, but the total count
was dightly above the 10-year average of
12,738. Counts of both vultures were above
average - Black Vultures were 18% above
average and Turkey Vultures 24% above
average. Thecount of 1182 Turkey Vultures
set a new season-long record. Counts of
Bald Eagle, 387, and Broad-winged Hawk,
6692, were 7% and 17% above average,
respectively. Counts of the remaining 11
species were below average. Counts of
Northern Goshawk, one, and Red-tailed
Hawk, 679, were 91% and 52% below
average, respectively, and were the lowest
counts for both species in Bake Oven's
history. The count of 30 Peregrine Falcons
was 40% below average and the lowest
since 1998. Other species with below
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average counts include Osprey, Northern
Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's
Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, American
Kestrel, and Merlin.

Two ealy Golden Esgles were
recorded on September 6. The first big
Broad-winged Hawk flight occurred on
September 14 with 1148 tallied and broad-
wing counts peaked on September 20 with
1798 (Table 1). The middle of October saw
six straight days with triple-digit Sharp-
shinned Hawk counts, with apeak of 3250n
the 20th, as well as a season high 15
Cooper's Hawks. The only Northern
Goshawk, an immature, was seen
November 9.

Bald Eagle Mountain — Eagle Field
(Centre) — Bald Eagle hawk watchers
counted 5078 raptors in 585 hours over 85
days from September 9 to December 22 for
an average of 8.7 raptors per hour. Thiswas
the second year for this watch site, which
last counted in 2019. Bald Eagl€’s count of
351 Golden Eagles was the largest ever
recorded in the eastern flyway. They also
had the four highest single-day Golden
Eagle counts in Pennsylvaniathis year with
a season high 42 goldens recorded on
November 26. Turkey Vultures, the most
abundant migrant, peaked October 28 with
543.

Council Cup (Luzerne) — Council Cup
watchers recorded 561 raptorsin 50.5 hours
over 13 days from September 20 to
November 9 for an average of 11.1 raptors
per hour. Effort was 19% below average
and the count was 27% below the average
of 769.

Counters recorded a high of 191
raptors on October 27, including season
highs of 78 Turkey Vultures, 15 Sharp-
shinned Hawks, 5 Cooper’ s Hawks, 69 Red-
tailed Hawks, 15 Red-shouldered Hawks,
one Osprey, 2 Northern Harriers, and 6 Bald
Eagles. A season high 12 Bald Eagles was
talied November 1 (Table 2) and a late
Osprey on November 2.

Hawk Mountain (BerkgSchuylkill) —
Hawk Mountain counters tallied 17,326
raptors in 1115 hours over 120 days from
August 15 to December 26 for an average
of 15.5 raptors per hour. Effort was similar
to the average of 1109 hours and the overall
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Table 2. Peak One-day counts at watchsitesin Autumn 2021
Site Name Broad-winged Hawk Bald Eagle
Peak Count Date Peak Count Date
Allegheny Front 1818 9/19 15 9/20
Bake Oven Knob 1798 9/20 19 9/3
Bald Eagle Mountain 326 9/18 17 12/3
Council Cup - - 12 111
Hawk Mountain 1534 9/20 41 9/2
Jack's Mountain 1302 9/19 14 several
Little Gap 1915 9/20 22 11/26
Militia Hill 1069 9/25 12 9/18
Rocky Ridge 872 9/20 12 9/10
Rose Tree Park 112 9/19 16 10/27
Second Mountain 795 9/21 18 11/19
Stone Mountain 804 9/16 11 10/17
Summit Mountain 1702 9/14 1 several
Tussey Mountain 238 9/25 12 9/10
Waggoner's Gap 1485 9/19 38 9/2

count was 6% above the 10-year average of
16,292. Counts of Black Vultures, 490, and
Bald Eagles, 611, were 217% and 31%
above average, respectively, and set new
season long count records (Table 1). The
Peregrine Falcon count of 71 was 12%
above average and the third highest season
long count. Other species with above
average counts include Sharp-shinned
Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, and Broad-winged
Hawk, al 11% above average; Golden
Eagle, 7%; and American Kestrel, 10%
(Table 1). Four specieswere below average.
Counts of Northern Goshawk, 1, and Red-
tailed Hawk, 1157, were 95% and 35%
below average, respectively; the lowest
counts in Hawk Mountain history. Counts
of Osprey, 339, and Red-shouldered Hawk,
145, were 7% and 15% below average,
respectively.

Bald Eagles were on the move
September 2 following the remnants of
Hurricane Ida on the first. Forty-one Bald
Eagles were counted including 26 after 4:00
pm (Table 2). This was the second highest
single-day total a Hawk Mountain. Gusty
northwest winds on October 18 produced
season highs of 409 Sharp-shinned Hawks
and 51 Cooper’s Hawks along with 8 Bald
Eagles, 24 Red-tailed Hawks, 13 American
Kestrels, 6 Merlins, and 3 Peregrine
Falcons. The only Northern Goshawk of the
season, an adult, was recorded November 3
along with a season high 13 Golden Eagles.
A light morph Rough-legged Hawk was
recorded November 29 in addition to 11
Bald Eagles, 34 Red-tailed Hawks, and 8
Golden Eagles. Five of the ten highest
single day counts of Black Vultures
occurred in 2021, with a record high 95
Black Vulturestallied December 5.

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Jack's Mountain (Mifflin) — Jack’s
Mountain counters tallied 8054 raptors in
496 hours across 84 days from August 19 to
December 26 for an average of 16.2 hawks
per hour. Effort was slightly below the 10-
year average of 512 hours and the tota
count was 20% above the average of 6704.
Nine of 15 species had counts above their
10-year average and a new season record
was set for Turkey Vulture with 433, 107%
above average. Counts of Bald Eagle, 223,
were 41% above average and the third
highest seasonal total at Jack’s Mt. Counts
of Red-shouldered Hawk, 34, were 36%
above average. Jack’s Mountain was the
only watch site in Pennsylvania with above
average red-shoulder counts. Other species
above average include Osprey, Northern
Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Broad-
winged Hawk, American Kestrel, and
Peregrine Falcon. Black Vultures, Cooper’s
Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, Golden Eagles,
and Merlins were below average. The count
of Golden Eagles, 92, was 25% below
average and the lowest count since 2013.
While never abundant, no Black Vultures
were recorded this year.

Light and variable winds on September
15 produced the biggest flight of the season
with a season high 1305 Broad-winged
Hawks along with 14 Bad Eagles, the
second highest single day count (Table 2).
A second pulse of Broad-winged Hawks
moved through four days later on the 19th
when 1302 streamed past the watch.
October’s high count of 257 raptors on the
28th included season highs of 10 Red-
shouldered Hawks and 142 Red-tailed
Hawks. The Red-shouldered Hawk count
on the 28th was the second highest single
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day count in Jack’s history. Golden Eagles
peaked November 3 with 12.

Little Gap (Northampton) — Little Gap
observers counted 13,605 hawks in 382
hours over 63 days from September 4 to
December 19 for an average of 35.6 birds
per hour. Effort was 25% below average.
Despite the lower effort, the overal total
was 11% above the average of 12,302, due
in large part to the above average Broad-
winged Hawk count. Counts of broad-
wings, 9101, were 31% above the 10-year
average of 6945. Counts of Black and
Turkey Vultures were 40% and 25% above
average, respectively. Counts of Bald
Eagle, 313, and Cooper’s Hawk, 286, aso
were above average. Counts of al other
species, except Merlin and Peregrine
Falcon, were below average. Like other
sites, counts of Northern Goshawk and Red-
tailed Hawk, showed the largest drops, 92%
and 54%, respectively.

An early immature Golden Eagle was
recorded September 13. Mid-September
saw large Broad-winged Hawk flights with
counts over 1000 on four of five days,
peaking on the 20th with 1905, the largest
broad-wing flight in Pennsylvania this
autumn (Table 2). A strong cold front
October 17 produced a peak flight of 237
Sharp-shinned Hawks. A strong flight
continued the next day when counters
recorded peak counts of 35 Cooper’ sHawks
and 17 Merlins, the third highest one-day
total for Little Gap. An immature Northern
Goshawk recorded November 1 was the
first and only goshawk spotted this autumn.
A late afternoon push of Black Vultures
November 14 produced a new single-day
high record of 32.

Militia Hill (Montgomery) — Militia Hill
counters recorded 6981 raptors in 466.5
hours across 75 days from September 1 to
November 15 for an average of 15.0 raptors
per hour. Effort was 5% above the 10-year
average 444. The overdl count was 33%
below the average of 10,475. The count of
2384 Turkey Vultures was 146% above the
average of 969 and set a new season-long
count record. Counts of Cooper's Hawks,
140, aso were above average. Counts of al
other species were either average or below
average. Most notably, the count of Osprey,
123, was 38% below average and the lowest
season long count at Militia Hill. Counts of
Broad-winged Hawks, 3093, and Red-tailed
Hawks, 59, were 60% and 38% below
average, respectively. Northern Harriers
continued to decline with this year's count
of 36 being 25% below average.
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The high count of the season occurred
on September 25 with 1085 raptors
including aseason high 1069 Broad-winged
Hawks (Table 2). A Mississippi Kite was
spotted September 26, the only Mississippi
Kite recorded at Pennsylvania watches this
autumn. Flights of Turkey Vulture
increased the | ast week of October with four
days over 300, including a season high 362
October 28, the third highest day in Militia
Hill’s history.

Rocky Ridge Park (York) — Rocky Ridge
observers tallied 3306 raptors in 244 hours
on 57 daysfrom August 15 to November 17
for an average of 13.5 birds per hour. Effort
was well above the 10-year average of 159
hours, whereas the total count was 17%
below the 10-year average of 3962. Due to
theincreased effort, counts for most species
were above average with the exception of
the 1881 Broad-winged Hawks, 40% below
the 10-year average of 3185. New count
records were set for Turkey Vulture, 354,
and Bald Eagle, 95; 312% and 161% above
average, respectively.

A season high 12 Bald Eagles were
counted September 10, the second highest
day a Rocky Ridge (Table 2). The count
peaked September 20 with a high of 916
raptors including a season high 872 Broad-
winged Hawks (Table 2). Easterly winds
October 10 produced 110 Sharp-shinned
Hawks, a new single day record for Rocky
Ridge.

Rose Tree Park (Delaware) — Rose Tree
Park counters recorded 2844 raptors in 425
hours over 78 days from September 1 to
November 19 for an average of 6.7 hawks
per hour. Effort was 8% below the 10-year
average of 464 hours, and the overall count
was 39% below the average of 4697.
Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, and American
Kestrel were all above average. The total of
201 American Kestrels was 35% above
average, the highest since 2011. Counts of
al other species were either at or below
average (Table 1). The largest drops were
seen in counts of Broad-winged Hawk and
Red-tailed Hawk, 73% and 56% below
average, respectively. Both species had the
second lowest counts in Rose Tree Park’s
23 years of counting. Counts of Osprey
continue to decline; the 113 counted was
18% below average.

Clear blue skies made counting
challenging September 19 when a season
high 112 Broad-winged Hawks were tallied
along with 6 Bald Eagles, 2 Sharp-shinned
Hawks, 3 Cooper's Hawks, and 12
American Kestrels (Table 2). September
ended on a high note with 141 Sharp-
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shinned Hawks and alate push of 95 Broad-
winged Hawks. The first migrating Turkey
Vultures were recorded October 8 aong
with a season high 26 American Kestrels. A
distant soaring Golden Eagle spotted
November 14 was the only golden recorded
this autumn. The last official migrant was
an adult Bald Eagle a 2:59 pm on
November 19.

Second Mountain (Lebanon) — Second
Mountain hawk watchers counted 7192
raptors in 814 hours across 117 days from
August 9 to December 15 for an average of
8.8 hawks per hour. Effort was 3% above
the 10-year average of 788 hours and the
overall count was 14% below the 10-year
average of 8407. Counts of Turkey Vulture,
Bald Eagle, Cooper’s Hawk, and American
Kestrel al were above average (Table 1).
The largest increase was seen in counts of
American Kestrel; the 136 kestrels counted
was 27% above average. Interestingly,
Second Mountain is the only watch site in
Pennsylvania that has recorded an
increasing trend in kestrel counts the last 10
years! Eight of 15 species had counts below
their 10-year averages. Most notable was
the low count of Northern Goshawks. The
total of 2 goshawks tied for the lowest
season count and was 78% below average.
Counts of Broad-winged Hawk, 3390, were
20% below the average of 4253. Second
Mountain was the only ridge-top site in
Pennsylvania that recorded below average
broadwing numbers this autumn.

Light southwesterly winds September
14 and 15 produced a pulse of American
Kestrels with 17 on the 14th and 14 on the
15th. Also seen on the 15th was a season
high 13 Ospreys, 8 Bald Eagles, and 300
Broad-winged Hawks. Triple-digit broad-
wing flights continued over the next week
peaking on the 21st with 795 (Table 2). The
first Golden Eagle was spotted September
29. A single-day record of 58 Cooper's
Hawks was recorded October 8 along with
77 Sharp-shinned Hawks. Moderate
northwest winds on October 20 produced a
season high 145 Turkey Vultures, 89 Sharp-
shinned Hawks, and an immature Northern
Goshawk, one of only two for the fall. A
season high 18 Bald Eagles were tallied
November 19, the second highest single day
total for Second Mountain (Table 2).

Stone Mountain (Huntingdon/Mifflin) —
Stone Mountain counters recorded 5750
raptors in 451.1 hours over 80 days from
September 3 to December 13 for an average
of 12.8 raptors per hour. Effort was 3%
below the 10-year average, whereas the
total count was 27% above the average of
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4541. The count of Broad-winged Hawks,
3559, was 73% above average and was the
second highest season long total for Stone
Mountain. Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles
were the only other species with above
average counts, 19% and 30% above
average, respectively (Table 1). Nine of the
15 species recorded this autumn had counts
below their 10-year averages. Most notable
were the counts of Ospreys, 34, 44% below
average;, and Red-tailed Hawks, 470, 20%
below average. Counts for both species
were the lowest in the count’'s 27-year
history.

The peak Broad-winged Hawk flight
occurred earlier than most watch sites in
central Pennsylvania with 804 broad-wings
September 16 (Table 2). A second peak
three days later produced another 729
broad-wings. Strong west-northwest winds
on October 17 produced the best falcon
flight of the autumn with 2 American
Kestrels, 12 Merlins, and 5 Peregrine
Falcons. The 12 Merlins on the 17th wasthe
second highest single day count at Stone
Mountain and the peregrine tota was a
season high. The first Golden Eagle was
spotted on October 26 and the high Golden
Eagle count, 25, occurred November 26.

Summit Mountain (Fayette) — Summit
Mountain watchers tallied 1991 raptors in
22.5 hours over 4 days between September
17 and 21 for an average of 88.5 hawks per
hour. Effort was much less than the 4-year
average of 80.5. The total count was larger
than the average of 1474, due to the
concentrated effort during the pesk of
Broad-winged Hawk migration.

Counters hit the jackpot September 18
when 1728 raptors were talied, including
1702 Broad-winged Hawks in kettles as
large as 600 birds. Other birds spotted on
the 18th include 3 Ospreys, one Bald Eagle,
one Northern Harrier, 5 Sharp-shinned
Hawks, one Cooper’'s Hawk, 2 Red-tailed
Hawks, 3 American Kestrels, and 3 Merlins.

Tussey Mountain (Centre) — Tussey
Mountain counters tallied 4021 raptors in
545.6 hours over 83 days from September 8
to December 15 for an average of 7.4 birds
per hour. Thiswasthefirst full season count
at Tussey Mountain.

September’s peak flight occurred on
the 25th when 272 raptors were counted
including a season high 238 Broad-winged
Hawks aong with 4 Bald Eagles and 21
Sharp-shinned Hawks. The next day’ sflight
of 142 raptors included 10 Bald Eagles, 59
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and season highs of
5 Cooper’s Hawks and 7 Merlins. Strong
west and northwest winds October 27
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produced the largest flight of Turkey
Vultures, 337, aong with an immature
Northern Goshawk, the first of the season.
Golden Eagles peaked in late November
with counts of 12 goldens on the 27th and
29th. A dark morph Rough-legged Hawk
was recorded December 12 in addition to 5
Bald Eagles, 5 Red-talled Hawks, and a
Golden Eagle.

Waggoner’'s Gap (Cumberland) -
Waggoner's Gap counters recorded 22,314
raptors in 1086 hours over 142 days from
August 1 to December 31 for an average of
20.6 birds per hour. Effort was 5% above
the 10-year average of 1038 hours and the
overall count was 10% above the average of
20,309. Bald Eagles had arecord flight for
the fifth straight year; the total of 753 was
27% above the average of 593. Counts of
Ospreys, 318, and Northern Harriers, 176,
both were 8% above average, one of only
two watch sites in Pennsylvania to record
above average counts for these species.
Other speciesthat had above average counts
include, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 24% above
average, Broad-winged Hawk, 15%;
Golden Eagle, 7%; American Kestrel, 21%;
Merlin, 42%; and Peregrine Falcon, 13%.
Only four species had below average
counts, Black Vulture, 79%; Turkey
Vulture, 22%, Northern Goshawk, 88%;
and Red-tailed Hawk, 17%.

Following a rainy September 1, a
record 38 Bald Eagles were recorded on the
2nd (Table 2). Counts of more than 1000
Broad-winged Hawks occurred three days
between September 14 and 21 with a high
of 1485 on the 19th (Table 2). Light winds
during most of the first three weeks of
October hampered the flight, but moderate
northwest winds on the 17th started a string
of five straight days with Sharp-shinned
Hawk counts over 370 including a high of
628 on the 18th. A season high 73 Red-
shouldered Hawks were tallied October 28,
the fourth highest single day count for
Waggoner's Gap. November started with a
great flight of 282 raptors, including 17
Bald Eagles, 54 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 13
Red-shouldered Hawks, and season highs of
both Red-tailed Hawks, 142, and Golden
Eagles, 20. Unfortunately, the rest of the
month only saw one day with more than 100
red-tails, but Golden Eagles remained
steady with counts of 13 on the 4th and 14
on the 8th. A light morph Rough-legged
Hawk spotted on the 23rd was a late-
November highlight.

Conclusions
As Charles Dickens wrote, “It was the
best of times, it was the worst of times”. In
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autumn 2021, hawk watchers in
Pennsylvania experienced a little bit of
both. Counts of Bald and Golden eagles set
new records for Pennsylvania. Counts of
Bald Eagles were above average at all but
one watch site, and the addition of two
watch sites, Bald Eagle Mountain and
Tussey Mountain, certainly pushed the
Golden Eagle count into record territory.
Given the longitudina spread and
geographic variation among watch sites in
Pennsylvaniait is not surprising that counts
of most species were mixed with some sites
showing above average counts and others
below average. However, there are a
handful of species that showed consistent
count total patterns across watch sites.
Counts of Bald Eagles, as mentioned above,
were above average at nearly al sites in
Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, this was the
only species to show this pattern; severa
others showed the opposite pattern with
consistent below average counts across
watch sites. Northern Goshawks and Red-
tailed Hawks were two such species with
counts below average at all sites and counts
of Northern Harriers and Ospreys were
below average at al but two sites. Thisisa
continuation of declinesthat were identified
in the most recent analysis by the Raptor
Population Index (www.rpi-project.org).
Although the count trends in Northern
Goshawk and Red-tailed Hawks can be
explained in part by those species not
migrating as far or as much as in the past,
the continued decline in counts of Northern
Harrier, Osprey, and other species is
alarming. Check out the RPI website to see
how your favorite raptor is doing, you may
be surprised.
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Table 1. Autumn 2021 count results for Pennsylvania watchsites.

ALLEGHENY FRONT (Bedford/Somerset) - Bob Stewart, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU|[ OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 15 100.5 2 0 17 20 2 11 10 0 4 353 141 0 0 2 2 1 0 16 581
September 27 192.5 1 0 60 91 15 178 26 0 10 6365 162 0 2 16 10 10 0 58 7004
October 28 162.3 0 111 5 37 14 850 61 0 8 6 375 0 12 17 10 18 0 20 1544
November 30 190.0 5 43 0 36 4 33 5 0 14 0 169 0 98 0 0 0 0 13 420
December 12 68.0 0 1 0 10 0 2 0 0 2 0 22 0 49 0 0 0 0 3 89
Total 112  713.3 8 155 82 194 35 1074 102 0 38 6724 869 0 161 35 22 29 0 110 9638
Total per hr 0.01 0.22 0.11 0.27 0.05 1.51 0.14 0.00 0.05 9.43 1.22 0.00 0.23 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.00 0.15 13.51
% of flight 0.1 1.6 0.9 2.0 0.4 11.1 1.1 0.0 0.4 69.8 9.0 0.0 1.7 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.0 1.1 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 116.2 786.6 31.7 392.7 85.3 158.9] 36.8] 11404 135.0 4.8 39.8] 6236.3] 1130.1 1.1 198.3| 56.1 26.8 29.3 0.0 90.7 9794.1
BAKE OVEN KNOB (Lehigh) - Bob Hoopes, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 17 107.5 40 143 15 39 3| 2 3 0 0 77 19 0 0 3| 1 0 0 41 386
September 27| 203.3 104 335 169 153 15 646 53] 0 5 6609 85 0 3| 90 25 12 0 100 8404
October 29 191.9 109 538 20 110 34 1843 124 0 52 6 263 0 22 25 41 13 0 75 3275
November 25 164.5 98 166 0 85 12 55 10 1 34 0 312 0 56 1 7| 5 0 19 861
Total 98| 667.2 351 1182 204 387 64 2546 190 1 91 6692 679 0 81 119 74 30 0 235 12926
Total per hr 0.53 1.77 0.31 0.58 0.10 3.82 0.28 0.00 0.14 10.03 1.02 0.00 0.12 0.18 0.11 0.04 0.00 0.35 19.37
% of flight 2.7 9.1 1.6 3.0 0.5 19.7 1.5 0.0 0.7 51.8 5.3 0.0 0.6 0.9 0.6 0.2 0.0 1.8 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 103.3 784.3] 2974 950.7 297.2 362.3 78.4] 26205 231.2 19.0 126.3] 5700.2] 1427.6 0.1 104.9) 135.4] 83.2 50.1 0.1 253.4] 12738.1
BALD EAGLE MOUNTAIN - EAGLE FIELD (Centre) - Nick Bolgiano and Jon Kauffman, co-compilers

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 19 146.8 0 0 49 67 15 109 8 0 3 1161 11 0 0 59 8 7 0 18 1515
October 26 168.2 0 1558 4 49 19 239 34 1 9 3 317 0 28 23 11 6 0 15 2316
November 28 197.0 0 323 0 106 10 39 7| 0 6 0 336 1 200 0 5 0 0 9 1042
December 12 73.3 0 5 0 47 2 8 1 0 2 0 16 0 123 0 0 0 0 1 205
Total 85 585.3 0 1886 53 269 46 395 50 1 20 1164 680 1 351 82 24 13 0 43 5078
Total per hr 0.00 3.22 0.09 0.46 0.08 0.67 0.09 0.00 0.03 1.99 1.16 0.00 0.60 0.14 0.04 0.02 0.00 0.07 8.68
% of flight 0.0 37.1 1.0 5.3 0.9 7.8 1.0 0.0 0.4 22.9 13.4 0.0 6.9 1.6 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.8 100.0
COUNCIL CUP (Luzerne) - Donald Kapral, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU|[ OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA|[ BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 3| 9.0 0 0 2 7 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 3| 0 0 2 30
October 2 9.0 0 131 1 8 2 20 5 0 15 0 104 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 287
November 8 32.5 0 122 1 22 1 15 4 0 1 1 71 0 0 4 0 0 0 2 244
Total 13 50.5 0 253 4 37 3 45 9 0 16 1 175 0 1 10 3 0 0 4 561
Total per hr 0.00 5.01 0.08 0.73 0.06 0.89 0.18 0.00 0.32 0.02 3.47 0.00 0.02 0.20 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.08 11.11
% of flight 0.0 45.1 0.7 6.6 0.5 8.0 1.6 0.0 2.9 0.2 31.2 0.0 0.2 1.8 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 100.0
Average for 10 yrs 15.2 62.3 1.0 113.6 5.9 26.7 6.3 66.4 7.8 0.0 2.7 310.2 186.1 0.0 1.4 18.4 0.9 0.8 0.0 7.7 769.2




HAWK MOUNTAIN (Berks and Schuylkill) - David Barber, compiler

Month Days|Hours [BLVU |TUVU |[OSPR |BAEA |[NOHA |SSHA |COHA |NOGO |RSHA |BWHA |RTHA |RLHA |GOEA |AMKE |MERL |PEFA SWHA|Unid Total
August 17 156.3 0 0 53 48 1 6 7| 0 1 169 15 0 0 26 1 1 0 5 333
September 28 294.5 16 9 246 198 40| 1007 108| 0 6 8053 100 0 3 260 71 33 0 44 10194,
October 30] 286.8 44 458 37 137 52 3012 348 0 61 5 369 0 18 82 88 35 0 55 4801
November 30] 259.8 185 137 3 142 25 162 45 1 69 0 589 1 98| 3| 11 2 0 7 1480
December 15 117.3 245 45 0 86 4 13 6 0 8 0 84 0 26 0 1 0 0 0 518
Total 120 1114.7 490 649 339 611 122, 4200 514 1 145 8227 1157 1 145 371 172 71 0 111 17326
Total per hr 0.44 0.58 0.30 0.55 0.11 3.77 0.46 0.00 0.13 7.38 1.04 0.00 0.13 0.33 0.15 0.06 0.00 0.10 15.54
% of flight 2.8 3.7 2.0 3.5 0.7 24.2 3.0 0.0 0.8 47.5 6.7 0.0 0.8 2.1 1.0 0.4 0.0 0.6 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 123.9] 1108.9 154.3 656.2 364.5 463.5 125.0] 3788.4 464.1 20.6 170.8] 7382.2] 1770.7 1.0 135.2 337.4 169.1 63.4 0.2 175.9]  16291.5
JACK'S MOUNTAIN (Mifflin) - Darrell Smith, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 1 4.0 0 26 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 38
September 26 153.8 0 0 62 122 15 257 23 0 3 5476 31 0 1 44/ 7 11 0 5 6057
October 22 128.8 0 343 4 42 24 591 47 2 14 4 308 0 20 16 6 11 0 9 1441
November 27 165.3 0 64 0 48 7 24 9 1 16 0 218 0 64 1 2 4 0 10 468
December 8 44.5 0 0 0 9 3| 1 0 0 1 0 15 0 7 0 0 0 0 14 50
Total 84| 496.3 0 433 67| 223 49 873 79 3 34 5484 575 0 92 62 15| 27 0 38 8054
Total per hr 0.00 0.87 0.14 0.45 0.10 1.76 0.16 0.01 0.07 11.05 1.16 0.00 0.19 0.12 0.03 0.05 0.00 0.08 16.23
% of flight 0.0 54 0.8 2.8 0.6 10.8 1.0 0.0 0.4 68.1 71 0.0 1.1 0.8 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.5 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 78.7 511.7 32.4 208.9 61.8 158.5] 45.8 757.7 96.9 3.5 25.1] 4479.0 598.3 0.4 123.0] 58.6 16.1 21.1 0.0 16.9 6704.2
LITTLE GAP (Northampton) - Michael Schall, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 20 142.3 6 12 174 128 12 500 62 0 4 9094 54 0 1 83 35 13 0 14 10192
October 24 138.8 30 390 33 91 28 1511 204 0 51 7 215 0 16 27 43 21 0 28 2695
November 16 90.5 65 88 0 86 15 36 17 1 32 0 257 0 47 0 13 5 0 13 675
December 3| 10.3 11 6 0 8 0 1 3 0 0 0 11 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 43
Total 63 381.8 112 496 207 313 55 2048 286 1 87 9101 537 0 66 110, 91 40 0 55 13605
Total per hr 0.29 1.30 0.54 0.82 0.14 5.36 0.75 0.00 0.23 23.84 1.41 0.00 0.17 0.29 0.24 0.10 0.00 0.14 35.64
% of flight 0.8 3.6 1.5 2.3 0.4 15.1 21 0.0 0.6 66.9 3.9 0.0 0.5 0.8 0.7, 0.3 0.0 0.4 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 74.8 505.5 78.0 3724 232.0 264.2 74.2] 2306.2 255.5 12.0 90.2] 6944.0] 1174.2 0.4 77.2 149.8| 87.6 39.7 0.0 75.3] 122329
MILITIA HILL (Montgomery) - Rich Conroy and Jamie Stewart, co-compilers

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid *Total
September 29 185.0 0 0 84 70 13 179 40 0 6 2995 1 0 1 105 10 8 0 12 3525
October 31 226.8 0 2124 39 48 19 428 93 0 32 98 40 0 1 122, 19 5 0 22 3090
November 15 54.8 0 260 0 7 4 31 7| 0 33 0 18 0 1 1 1 1 0 2 366
Total 75|  466.5 0 2384 123 125 36 638 140 0 7 3093 59 0 3 228 30 14 0 36) 6981
Total per hr 0.00 5.11 0.26 0.27 0.08 1.37 0.30 0.00 0.15 6.63 0.13 0.00 0.01 0.49 0.06, 0.03 0.00 0.08 14.96
% of flight 0.0 34.1 1.8 1.8 0.5 9.1 2.0 0.0 1.0 44.3 0.8 0.0 0.0 3.3 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.5 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 62.1 444.0 15.1 968.5 197.6 126.8| 48.2 779.0 129.9 0.9 78.5| 7681.0 94.4 0.2 3.3 226.1 36.9 23.8 0.3 63.6] 10474.9

* Including Mississippi Kite on 9/26/2021
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ROCKY RIDGE (York) - Brandon Pentz, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 10 32.0 2 0 11 4 1 3| 1 0 3 5 6 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 41
September 22 114.3 0 0 37 66 15 167 10 0 5 1874 19 0 0 71 3 3 0 29 2299
October 20 81.5 20 287 3 20 18 399 14 0 9 2 24 0 0 33 6 4 0 18 857
November 5 16.5 6 67 0 5 0 7| 7 0 9 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 109
Total 57| 2443 28 354 51 95 34 576 32 0 26 1881 56 0 0 106 9 7 0 51 3306
Total per hr 0.11 1.45 0.21 0.39 0.14 2.36 0.13 0.00 0.11 7.70 0.23 0.00 0.00 0.43 0.04 0.03 0.00 0.21 13.54
% of flight 0.8 10.7 1.5 2.9 1.0 17.4 1.0 0.0 0.8 56.9 1.7 0.0 0.0 3.2 0.3 0.2 0.0 1.5 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 31.8 159.3 17.7 85.9 43.2 36.4 20.4] 3808 19.1 0.1 11.9] 3184.9 46.5 0.0 0.6 85.6, 6.0 4.1 0.0 18.7 3962.0

ROSE TREE PARK (Delaware) - Holly Merker and Janet Crawford, co-compilers

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR|BAEA [NOHA SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 29 184.8 0 0 93 81 11 247 21 0 18 590 13 0 0 103 6 4 0 22 1209
October 31 156.5 0 317 19 55| 20| 447 69 0 43 64 46 0 0 96| 10 10 0 13 1209
November 18 84.0 0 264 1 26 7| 25 7 0 51 0 36 0 1 2 1 0 0 5 426
Total 78| 425.25 0 581 113 162 38 719 97 0 112 654 95 0 1 201 17 14 0 40 2844
Total per hr 0.00 1.37 0.27 0.38 0.09 1.69 0.23] 0.00 0.26 1.54 0.22 0.00 0.00 0.47 0.04 0.03 0.00 0.09 6.69
% of flight 0.0 204 4.0 5.7 1.3 25.3 3.4 0.0 3.9 23.0 3.3 0.0 0.0 71 0.6 0.5 0.0 14 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 79.4 463.6] 26.6 504.6 137.5 130.7 40.3 718.9 124.9 0.6 157.4] 24011 217.7 0.1 2.2 148.7 23.7 16.4] 0.0 45.8 4697 .4

SECOND MOUNTAIN (Lebanon) - David Schwenk, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 13 73.5 0 0 2 12 2 6 1 0 1 27 18 0 0 2 3 0 0 2 76
September 29 221.0 0 0 79 66 18 365 30 0 2 3358 70 0 1 102 14 6 0 14 4125
October 30 219.5 84 479 13 47 25 1045 178 2 23 5 148 0 17 32 13 9 0 22 2142,
November 30 210.8 56 208 0 84 6 28 10 0 37 0 198 0 56 0 2 2 0 11 698
December 15 88.8 35 25 0 28 1 0 0 0 2 0 46 0 11 0 2 0 0 1 151
Total 117, 813.5] 175 712 94 237 52 1444 219 2 65 3390 480 0 85 136 34 17 0 50 7192
Total per hr 0.22 0.88 0.12 0.29 0.06 1.78 0.27 0.00 0.08 4.17 0.59 0.00 0.10 0.17 0.04 0.02 0.00 0.06 8.84
% of flight 2.4 9.9 1.3 3.3 0.7 20.1 3.0 0.0 0.9 471 6.7 0.0 1.2 1.9 0.5 0.2 0.0 0.7 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 120.6 788.1 288.2 568.7 93.5 211.0 66.9] 1665.4 198.7 9.1 92.2| 4253.4 666.2 1.7 82.5 107.4] 32.8 22.8 0.1 46.2 8406.9
STONE MOUNTAIN (Huntingdon) - Greg Grove, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 23 144.5 1 1 25 64 6 144 14 0 1 3558 21 0 0 38 4 7 0 4 3888
October 24 123.1 7 283 9 52 27 527 56 1 17 0 174 0 21 21 27 14 0 7 1243
November 27 152.0 0 25 0 51 11 41 11 1 15 1 247 0 125 2 0 3 0 3 536
December 6 31.5 0 0 0 17 0 4 0 0 3 0 28 0 31 0 0 0 0 0 83
Total 80 451.1 8 309 34 184 4 716 81 2 36) 3559 470 0 177 61 31 24 0 14 5750
Total per hr 0.02 0.69 0.08 0.41 0.10 1.59 0.18, 0.00 0.08 7.89 1.04 0.00 0.39 0.14 0.07, 0.05 0.00 0.03 12.75
% of flight 0.1 54 0.6 3.2 0.8 12.5 1.4 0.0 0.6 61.9 8.2 0.0 3.1 1.1 0.5 0.4 0.0 0.2 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 81.2 466.1 21.1 352.7 61.2 154.6 43.2 811.4 99.7 3.6 50.6] 2054.4 589.4 1.1 136.6] 78.9 35.1 23.2 0.0 24.5 4541.3]
SUMMIT MOUNTAIN (Fayett) - Peter Livengood, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 4 225 4 0 4 3 1 7 2 0 1 1945 7 0 0 7 3 1 0 6 1991
Total 4 22.5| 4 0 4 3 1 7 2 0 1 1945 7 0 0 7 3 1 0 6 1991
Total per hr 0.18 0.00 0.18 0.13 0.04 0.31 0.09 0.00 0.04| 86.44 0.31 0.00 0.00 0.31 0.13 0.04 0.00 0.27 88.49

% of flight 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.1 97.7 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.3 100.0




TUSSEY MOUNTAIN (Centre) - Nick Bolgiano and Jon Kauffman, co-compilers

Month Days| Hours| BLVU[ TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA[ RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
September 21 155.8 0 0 39 75 9 173 17 0 0 1264 15 0 0 96 10 12 0 21 1731
October 27 1761 0 867 4 47 10 325 25 1 2 1 137 0 13 29 9 10 0 22 1502
November 27| 1745 0 303 0 47 6 34 4 1 4 0 268 0 63 0 6 0 0 10 746
December 8 39.3 0 0 0 11 0 2 0 1 1 0 12 1 13 1 0 0 0 0 42
Total 83| 545.6 0 1170 43 180 25 534 46 3 7 1265 432 1 89 126 25 22 0 53 4021
Total per hr 0.00 2.14 0.08 0.33 0.05 0.98 0.08, 0.01 0.01 2.32 0.79 0.00 0.16 0.23 0.05 0.04 0.00 0.10 7.37
% of flight 0.0 29.1 1.1 4.5 0.6 13.3 1.1 0.1 0.2 31.5 10.7 0.0 2.2 3.1 0.6 0.5 0.0 1.3 100.0

WAGGONER'S GAP (Cumberland) - David Grove, compiler

Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 30 162.5 0 0 41 59 7 16 13 0 3 225 155 0 0 18 2 5 0 9 553
September 271 2496 0 0 227 280 59 2164 96 0 17 8216 239 0 1 224 66 35 0 53 11677
October 29] 238.8 2 1040 47 157 74 5395 336 0 114 15 598 0 38 79 69 23 0 24 8011
November 30 2723 8 211 3 195 32 164 35 2 61 0 892 1 179 5 6 5 0 24 1823
December 26 162.8 0 48 0 62 4 7| 4 1 1 0 97 0 20 0 0 2 0 4 250
Total 142| 1085.9 10 1299 318 753 176 7746 484 3 196 8456 1981 1 238 326 143 70 0 114 22314
Total per hr 0.01 1.20 0.29 0.69 0.16 7.13 0.45 0.00 0.18 7.79 1.82 0.00 0.22 0.30 0.13 0.06 0.00 0.10 20.55
% of flight 0.0 5.8 1.4 3.4 0.8 34.7 2.2 0.0 0.9 37.9 8.9 0.0 1.1 1.5 0.6 0.3 0.0 0.5 100.0
Average last 10 yrs 137.1] 1038.3 46.8] 1670.2) 293.8] 593.1 163.3] 6256.2] 496.9 24.6] 200.8| 7374.9] 2396.5 16| 2230 270.2 100.7 62.0 0.1 134.5] 20309.2
2021 TOTALS FOR ALL WATCHSITES
Month Days| Hours| BLVU| TUVU| OSPR| BAEA| NOHA| SSHA| COHA| NOGO| RSHA| BWHA| RTHA| RLHA| GOEA| AMKE| MERL| PEFA| SWHA Unid Total
August 103 636 44 169 140 184 16 44 35 0 12 860 357 0 0 54 9 8 0 76 2008|
September 334 2419 132 357 1350 1471 244 6153| 510 0 81| 60558 828 0 13 1304 275 162 0 402 73841
October 353 2308 296 8926 238 900 366| 16632 1594 7 450 216 3118 0 207 602 352 179 0 330 34413
November 316 2064/ 423 2281 8 940 140 694 178 8 382 2 3618 3 988 19 54, 27 0 129 9894
December 105 636 291 130 0 278 14 38 14 2 20 0 331 1 282 1 3 3 0 23 1431
Total 1211 8063.4 1186 11863 1736 3773 780 23561 2331 17 945| 61636 8252 4 1490 1980 693 379 0 960 121587
Total per hr 0.15 1.47 0.22 0.47 0.10 2.92 0.29 0.00 0.12 7.64 1.02 0.00 0.18 0.25 0.09 0.05 0.00 0.12 15.08
% of flight 1.0 9.8 1.4 3.1 0.6 19.4 1.9 0.0 0.8 50.7 6.8 0.0 1.2 1.6 0.6 0.3 0.0 0.8 100.0
Average of last 10 yrs 1175 7728 1175 8327 1993 2942 809| 22296| 2481 101 1165 61821 10937 8 1182 1829 649 373 1 1007 119095
% compared to average 3.0 4.3 1.0 42.5 -12.9 28.2 -3.6) 5.7 -6.1 -83.1 -18.9 -0.3 -24.5 -51.2 26.1 8.2 6.8 1.6 -100.0 -4.7 2.1

KEY TO TABLE HEADERS

BLVU Black Vulture RSHA Broad-winged Hawk

TUVU Turkey Vulture BWHA Red-tailed Hawk

OSPR Osprey RTHA Rough-legged hawk

BAEA Bald Eagle RLHA Golden Eagle

NOHA Northern Harrier GOEA American Kestrel

SSHA Sharp-shinned Hawk AMKE Merlin

COHA Cooper's Hawk PEFA Peregrine Falcon

NOGO Northern Goshawk SWHA Swainson's Hawk

RSHA Red-shouldered Hawk Unid Unidentified

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS 221 2021 - VOLUME 34 NO. 4



Retiring a Bird Patch
Brian Byrnes

It is December 17, 2021, and | have just entered my 800th
complete eBird checklist from the Delaware County Community
College hotspot. It may well be my last. | do not say this to be
dramatic or dismissive of the location, but to acknowledge areality
- DCCC is less a birding destination than a birding location of
convenience. | adopted this birding patch by happenstance when |
started working at the College in 2016. While | was transitioning
from acareer in conservation to higher education, | was determined
to find waysto get outside and go birding regularly. Easy accessto
the College's 123-acre campus during lunch break offered me that
opportunity. Just as | find myself summarizing my professional
accomplishments during five and a half years at the College, it
seems fitting to put my birding experience there into perspective.

Prior to my start, the campus eBird hotspot had just 62 species;
today it stands at 136. By the end of August 2016, my first month
at DCCC, | had documented 48 species and added 6 to the hotspot
list. I am not sure exactly when | decided that | would complete a
walk each and every day at the office, unless there was heavy rain
or work conflictsthat | couldn’t avoid. | recall wanting to learn the
pulse of birdsthroughout the year at this site and thinking that | was
not going to let a heat wave, cold snap, or snow cover prevent that.
If there was any doubt about whether | would stick with my new
lunchtime habit, it was erased on September 12, 2016.

By September 2016 | had settled into aroutine, taking more or
less the same path from my office, past the two small ponds, along
theforest edgeto the soccer field, large pond, and then looping back
to visit a grove of evergreens by the basketball court. This route
allowed meto sample all of the campus' s habitats and was likely to
turn up any flocks of migrants along the woodland edges. On the
12th of that month, the first stretch of the walk revealed the usual
suspects: cathirds, robins, asmall group of Canada Geese. Migrants
were nearly absent (even good migration days can sometimes be
quiet at lunchtime, of course). As | climbed the hill towards the
evergreens, a dark silhouette atop an old snag caught my eye. Its
bulky head, short tail, and dark flanks gave it away as an Olive-
sided Flycatcher. What a bird! Although aregular migrant through
Pennsylvania, they are by no means easy to find, at least in my
corner of the state. Only a haf dozen or so observations from
Delaware County are reported in eBird annually. This sighting
made it clear to me that these short, regular surveys of this small
patch would pay great dividends and include some wonderful
discoveries.

By the end of 2016, | had pushed thelist to 76, including some
late fall migrant waterfowl at the largest of the campus's three
ponds. Mallard, Wood Duck, Hooded Merganser, and Bufflehead.
Spring of 2017 offered the chance to find plenty of migrants that
I’d missed the previous fall. A pair of Rusty Blackbirds (a species
I'd see just twice at DCCC), Tennessee Warbler, and Yellow-
breasted Chat were highlights of the season. A Least Flycatcher on
May 15, 2017 took my list into triple digits.

As| dowly added speciesto my campuslist, | also kept an eye
on recording species during each week of the year in an attempt to
fill inthe eBird hotspot “bar chart.” Asmy checklists piled up over
theyears, | took great pleasurein seeing the chart fill up and feature
smooth increases and decreases for migrant species during spring
and fal. You can view the DCCC hotspot bar chart at
https.//ebird.org/barchartr=L3979141&yr=all&m=. The only
times of year that are till light in observations are early July, when
| have taken severa vacations, and the last week of December,
when the Collegeis closed for holiday bresk.

Of course, my patch birding effort was dramatically affected
by COVID-19. The campus closed in March 2020, moving all
classes online. As | telecommuted and spent more time birding
around home, | could not help but wonder what birds | was missing
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on campus. | would record only 66 species on campus in 2020,
down from 102 the prior year. | returned to the office intermittently
in the fall of 2020 before returning full-time in June 2021. The
remainder of 2021 turned out to be an exciting time for birding on
campus.

On July 21, 2021 a heavy thunderstorm passed through in the
afternoon. After the rains, as | walked to the parking lot to head
home, a Great Egret - a new bird for my list - was strolling on the
sidewalk! | was obliged to take a cell phone photo to add to my
eBird list. | saw (presumably) the same bird the following day at
the big pond, and then it moved on.

The month of September featured some great warbler days,
including four species added to my campus list - Canada, Cape
May, Prairie, and Nashville. | also spotted a migrant American
Kestrel, a bird I'd been expecting to find migrating overhead for
years but had somehow missed; I’d see another one the following
month. On October 27, the best sparrow spot on campus - a weedy
overgrown corner next to the big pond - held a specia surprise, a
Lincoln’s Sparrow. A few weeks|ater, | made the decision to accept
anew job and set my last day at the College for mid-December.

Once my last day at the College was set, the frantic process of
organizing and handing off projects to colleagues began, stressing
my daily schedule at the office. | made sure to block off sometime
each day, though, to work in somefinal bird walks. | enjoyed every
last minute of it, including the very last bird that | recorded on
December 17, 2021, aconfiding Ruby-crowned Kinglet that arrived
just in time to make its way on to my checklist.

Adopting the DCCC campus as my patch these past severa
years was a greatly rewarding experience and has unquestionably
improved my field birding skills and understanding of the timing of
bird movements locally. As | settle into the home office that | will
use for my new job, | have my eye on a few underbirded nearby
parks that will make up my new lunchtime birding patch. | cannot
wait to start exploring them and know that many great discoveries
await me.

A 5+ Year Run at a Birding Patch, By the Numbers

800 complete eBird checklists containing 13,966 total species
observations (average of 17.5 species per complete checklist)

943 overal eBird checklists (including incidenta lists), 14,293
total species observations

130 species documented by the author; hotspot list now at 136

Most frequently observed species (out of 800 complete checklists):
1. American Robin (636)

2. Northern Cardinal (614)

3. Blue Jay (606)

4. Red-bellied Woodpecker (545)

5. Song Sparrow (536)

6. Canada Goose (490)

7. Carolina Wren (490)

8. Tufted Titmouse (467)

9. House Finch (462)

10. Carolina Chickadee (454)

11. Mourning Dove (439)

12. White-breasted Nuthatch (397)

13. Red-tailed Hawk (372)

14. Turkey Vulture (370)

15. White-throated Sparrow (354) - most common species that
does not breed locally)

16. Gray Cathird (349)

17. Northern Flicker (344)
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18. Eastern Bluebird (340)
19. Chipping Sparrow (336)
20. Downy Woodpecker (304)

Species observed only once (15): Cackling Goose, Common
Loon, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Gray-cheeked
Thrush, American Tree Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Lincoln’'s
Sparrow, Yellow-breasted Chat, Nashville Warbler, Hooded
Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Prairie
Warbler, Canada Warbler

Highest counts of select species; Common Grackle - 450
(12/12/21), Broad-winged Hawks - 58 (9/22/17), Turkey Vulture -
37 (11/8/17), Dark-eyed Junco - 34 (11/16/16), House Finch - 32
(8/28/19), Black Vulture - 18 (1/10/20), Y ellow-rumped Warbler -
14 (10/24/17), Lesser Scaup - 11 (2/27/19)

Species observed by year:
2016: 76

2017: 102

2018: 96

2019: 102

2020: 66

2021: 96

30 Saint Johns Dr.,
Glen Mills, PA 19342
brianjbyrnes@yahoo.com

25 Years Ago in Pennsylvania Birds

Volume 9, No. 4.

Belted Kingfisher is a surprise entry on the list of species observed
during all twelve months of the year. They are regular in the post-
breeding season until the onset of winter and make occasional winter
appearances when the large pond has open water.

3
Observed on site in all but five weeks of the year, Northern Mockingbirds:
persist through the winter at Delaware County Community College. Here
a mockingbird gorges on Oriental bittersweet berries on 1 Dec 2021.

Ed Kwater described an encounter between an American Bittern and a Red Fox.
Wes Egli reported on the Peregrine Falcon reintroduction program in Williamsport.
Rare birds reported included Western Grebe, Sabine’s Gull, Townsend’ s Solitaire,
Bohemian Waxwing, and Black-headed Grosbeak.

Thisissue can be read at pabirds.org.
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Prey Availability for Tree Swallows Tachycineta bicolor Resistance to

Phenological Mismatch

Ty Basinger -- Awardee of a PSO Student Research Grant

Avian aerial insectivoresare birdsthat catch insects on thewing.
They include al the families of swallows as well as martins, swifts,
and flycatchers. Avian aerial insectivores are an important
component of ecosystems and often feed upon emergent aguatic
insects, transferring nutrients from the wetland to land environments.
Besides feeding on emergent insects, avian aerial insectivoresforage
on insects from land sources. Because they feed on terrestrial insects,
land use is important for the health and maturation of these species.
InTree Swallows, (Tachycineta bicolor) it was shown that land usage
was an important factor in growth and development with grasslands
producing larger swallows than swallows living in agricultura
settings (Michelson 2018).

Tree Swalows migrate from their wintering sitesin Floridaand
Central Americaup the east coast to New England (Gow et a 2019).
They are small birds with amidsize tarsus length ranging from 11 to
12 mm (Wiggins 1989). They are sexualy dimorphic with the
females presenting more grey plumage compared to the mae's
brilliant blue. Femalestypicaly lay 4-6 eggs per clutch.

Tree Swallows are often found near wetlands, streams and large
and smdll bodies of water during the breeding season (Leffellerlar
and Robertson 1985, Beck and Hopkins 2013). Situated near the top
of the food chain, these birds are ideal for studying broader impacts
of wetland health because their diet contains a large component of
emergent insects (Mengelkoch et a 2004, Bishop et a 1995, Bishop
et a 1999, and Bumelis 2020). Tree Swallows have been shown to
follow optimal foraging theory, selecting the most calorically
nutritious prey in regard to abundance at a given site. Ninety-five
percent of their diet is smal (<10 mm) Dipterans (flies) and
Hymenopterans (wasps, bees) (Quinney and Ankney 1985). It has
been shown that alterationsinterrestrial insect availability affect Tree
Swallow reproduction, suggesting the importance of terrestrial
insects to chick mortality (Paguette et a 2013). Swalows have
experienced reductions in populations with Cliff Swallow
populations declining by 80%, Barn Swallows by 68% and Tree
Swallows by 56% in North America since the 1970's (Smith et d.
2019). To formulate best conservation practices for Tree Swallows,
it isimportant to ook at the sources of food available to these birds.

| investigated the prey available to Tree Swallows and their
reproductive success, or how able breeding pairs were to produce
successful fledglings. | sampled both aguatic and terrestrial insects
and observed the timing of Tree Swallow reproduction. | coupled
the prey sampling data and compared it with the timing of
reproductive events such as clutch initiation (date of first egg laid),
hatch date and fledge date, to determine if reproductive mielstones
were related to the abundance of emergent or terrestrially-derived
insect prey. Aquatic insects have higher levels of essential Omega-
3 fatty acids than their terrestrial counterparts. Many studies have
shown that Tree Swallows preferentially select aquatic insects
(Bumelis 2020, Bishop et a 1995, Bishop et a 1999, Blancher
and McNol 1991). Insects, in turn, time their emergence with water
temperatures and dight temperature (4°C) increases can shift the
emergence of Dipterans by a month-long time frame (Forrest 2016,
Nordlie and Arthur 1985, Nebeker 1971). If these smal lentic
wetlands experience warmer temperatures over time, the insects
may emerge sooner. Problems may arise if peak prey emergence
occurs before the Tree Swallow reproductive season. This would
create a phenological mismatch. | hypothesized that Tree Swallow
reproductive events followed the availability of emergent insects
from the fly family due to their higher nutritional value.

Three artificial and two natural wetlands in Columbia and
Montour Counties, PA were selected for the study. Site 1A was an
artificial wetland with an area of 10380 m? with 18 established
breeding pairs. Site 1B was a natural wetland with an area of 3260
m? with four established breeding pairs. Site 2 was an artificia
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wetland with an areaof 7008 m? with 13 established breeding pairs.
Site 3 was an artificial wetland with an area of 24625 n?. Site 4
was a natural wetland with an area of 1998 m? with established four
breeding pairs.

Tablel
Site Size Breeding Year Nest Box
Pairs Established

1A 9,998 m? 18 2019

1B 3,259 m? 4 2020

2 6,575 m? 13 2019

3 23,679 m? 4 2019

4 1882 n? 4 2020

Tree Swallows nest in holes already established in trees and
are easily recruited to nest boxes. Free-standing nesting boxes,
specifically designed for Tree Swallows were placed at esch Site,
30 yards apart (Roper et d in prep). Sites 1A, Site 2 and Site 3 had
nest boxes established in 2019. Nest boxes were added to Sites 1B
and 4 in 2020. Tree Swallow monitoring occurred April-July
2020. The nest boxes were checked at least 3 times aweek for nest
building, egg-laying, hatch date, and fledging. Monitoring stopped
once chicks were 12 days old to prevent early fledgling.

Aquatic emergent insects were sampled using 0.11 m?® insect
emergencetrapsusing amodified design used in Cadmuset a (2016)
(Figure 1). The key modification was the placement of the ethanol
capture vessdl, which was placed at the interior apex of the trap
instead of mounting it externaly. Since Tree Swallows
predominately prey on insectsthat are 1 mm or greater (Quinney and
Ankey 1985), white nylon window screen mesh (1.1 mm mesh size)
was used to cover the traps. Four traps were placed at each wetland
site above emergent aquatic plants where insect densities were
observed to be greatest (Roper et a in prep). Deployment of these
traps occurred on April 27", 2020 prior to nest completion at each
site. The capture vessel of each trap wasfilled with 100 ml of 95% of
ethanol one day prior to collecting nest samples. Approximately 24
hours later, organisms were transferred into 125 ml High-Density
Poly Ethylene (HDPE) sample containers. Liveinsectsinside of the
trap were collected by sweeping theinside of thetrap for one minute
using a Sonic Technology Bugbuster®. Live organisms were added
to the ethanol sample.

In addition to the
emergent insect traps, sweep
netting was used to sample
aerid insect populations in
terrestrial  habitats using a
protocol adapted from
Doxon et d. (2011). | walked
at a constant pace and swept
with a two-meter arcing
motion over the top 25% of
vegetation with a 35 cm
diameter (0.025 m®) net for
one minute. Organisms were
removed by running a bug
vacuum inside of the net
material  for 60 seconds.
Collected organisms were
placed into 125 ml HDPE
vessels  containing  95%
ethanal. All  invertebrates

sampled wereidentified to thelowest taxonomic order using Johnson
and Triplehorn (2005). Removing organisms via a vacuum device
skews the collection towards aerial insects. Some non-flying
coleopterans and arachnids were under-sampled using this method.
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However, | was interested in airborne Tree Swallow prey.

Dipterans were the most common Tree Swallow prey sampled
at each of thewetlands. Dipteran numberswere analyzed sideby side
with reproductive events for each site. The peak for sweep netted
Dipterans occurred between June 2™ and June 30" for Site 1A (Figure
2) Clutchinitiation occurred on theweek of March 16", chicks hatched
theweek of Junethe 3¢, and fledged the week of June 21%. Theclutch
initiation times aigned with the peak emergent prey availability.
Acrossthe sitesin my study, the maximum densities of sweep netted
dipterans corresponded tightly to when chicks are on the nest. My
study found a strong correlation between the presence of sweep
netted dipterans to the time in which chicks were on the nest.

It has been shown that Tree Swallows are opportunistic, feeding
their chicks the most nutritious food available (Quinney and Ankney
1985). They may chooseinsectsfrom aquatic sources because of their
higher concentrations of Omega-3 fatty acids. However, in our case
emergent dipterans were not very plentiful for al of our sites
(approximately 25 per m?) when chicks were on the nest (Figure 2).
If Tree Swallows need specific nutrients contained in only aguatic
insects, it is possible that they only feed on emergent insects as a
secondary food source as a supplement to their nutrition. This
plagticity in diet may be the reason Tree Swalow numbers have
declined the least of any swallow family in North America. Future
work should be done with DNA Barcoding of fecal samples from
chicksto seewhat exactly the Tree Swallows are feeding their young
to better formulate best management practices to ensure Tree
Swallow success.
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Pennsylvania’'s American Kestrel nest box numbers from 2021

Excerpts below are reproduced from annual report of Steve
Eisenhauer of The Natural Lands Organization. For copies of
Steve's full report, contact the editor (gwg2@psu.edu) or
contact Steve at eisenhauer @natland.org .

Again this year, thanks to Seve Eisenhauer, we are pleased to
report the very impressive numbers of American Kestrel nestlings
banded in the state.

Pennsylvania: 1,764 (up 25% from 1,336 in 2020)

41 by Emily H. Thomas and Don Watts in northwest PA (down 18
from 2020)

377 by PGC, Southeast Region, led by Lauren Ferreri & Dan
Mummert (up 151 from 2020)

186 by Paul Karner and Jere Schade in Northampton County (down
10 from 2020)

485 by Central PA Conservancy, led by Steve Eisenhauer (up 168
from 2020)

53 by Shaver's Creek Env. Center, near State College, led by Jon
Kauffman (up 24 from 2020)

35 by Jim Moffett in Chester & Berks Counties (up 9 from 2020)

108 by Hawk Mt. Sanctuary in Berks County, led by J= Therrien
(up 20 from 2020)

70 by Hershey Area Raptor Partnership, led by McKelvie, Holzman
& Becker (down 1 from 2020)

256 by Devich Farbotnik in Bucks County (up 3 from 2020)

58 by Jere Schade and Steve Benningfield in Bucks County (up 21
from 2020)

95 by PA Game Commission, Northcentral, led by Mario Giazzon
(up 61 from incomplete 2020 count, missed 7 boxes in 2021 that
were likely successful)

Following is an an excerpt from the newsletter on nest box
placement at locations in central Pennsylvania:

During the most recent 4-year study period with the southern NJ
(SNJP) and Central PA Conservancy (CPAP) programs, close box
spacings were increasingly tried on farms with highly-productive
boxes. Relocations on farms and removals from inactive areas also
occurred. Findingsinclude:

- For two boxes spaced 70 yards apart (one on a utility pole; oneon
steel pipe) a a Nittany, PA farm, both boxes were successfully
occupied in 2020, but the timing (eggs were laid in the second box
more than a week after the young fledged from the first box)
suggests the same pair or one in the pair or another pair may have
double-brooded in the second box. The next year a female was
observed at one box with one egg and then, in a check two weeks
later, this first box was abandoned (the egg was gone) and the
adjacent box had six eggs. This suggests the disturbance caused by
the box check process (a camera put in the box, causing the female
to exit) may have prompted her relocation to the adjacent box (with
only one egg in the first box her investment was minimal).

- At a Lewistown, PA farm in 2018 one steel pole box was
successful. A second box was added on a utility pole 440 yards
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away, the steel pole box was relocated to a nearby utility pole and
in 2019 and 2020 both were successful. A third box was added 330
yardsaway on asteel polealong afenceline. In 2021 al three boxes
were successful, producing 13 chicks in healthy weight ranges at
banding age.

- At aBéelleville, PA farm, after one box was successful in 2019, a
second box wasinstalled 300 yards away (separated by afarmhouse
and barn). Both boxes were successful in 2020 and 2021, with high
chick counts and weights.

- At a Petersburg, PA farm in 2020, two boxes on utility poles 900
yards apart were successful. Two boxes were added, reducing
spacing to 450 yards: all four boxes were successful in 2021 with
14 young produced.

- At a Spring Mills, PA farm, three of four boxes installed more
than 700 yards apart in 2019 were successfully occupied. In 2020,
all four were successful, but afifth box located 250 yards away was
unoccupied. In 2021, all five boxes were successful, producing 21
young. Two more boxes have been added for the 2022 season.

American Kestrel nestling banding by PGC at Swissdale,
Clinton 17 June (Wayne Laubscher).
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BOOK REVIEW
Gene Wilhelm

BIRDS OF MAINE by Peter D. Vickery,
Barbara S. Vickery and Scott Weidensaul,
Managing Editors, Charles D. Duncan,
William J. Sheehan, and Jffrey V. Wdls,
Coauthors, 11 %4 x 8 %4 in., 642 pp., 8 Ibs.
weight, published by Princeton Universty
Press, Princeton, NJ, 08540, $45.00, hardcopy.

Dedication
This book is dedicated to the memory of
Peter D.Vickery,and to all who love Maine
birds and work to ensure that they will be
here for future generations to enjoy.

Contents

Chapter 1 Introduction by Barbara S Vickery
pp.1-6

Chapter 2 The Digribution of Birdsin Maine by
Barbara S Vickery and Malcolm L. Hunter Jr.,
pp. 7-30

Chapter 3 Maine's Ornithological History by
Jody Despresand Jeffrey V. WIS, pp. 31-42
Chapter 4 The Current Satus and Conservation
Needsof MaineBirdsby Jeffrey V. Wells Barbara
S Vickery, and Charles D. Duncan, pp. 43-74
Chapter 5 Introduction to Species Accounts by
Barbara S Vickery, pp. 71-84

Species Accounts pp. 85-577

Thisbook reviewer has had the genuine
privilege of ingpecting scores  of
ornithological titles over 56 years but aso
naturd history onesaswell. Birdsof Maineis
the grandest bird book ever in my review
experience and what an ornithological gem it
is. Starting with the front cover jacket image
of four black and white 7% in. tall Razorhills,
to the Bickndl’ s Thrush on the back cover, to
the scores of other watercolor illustrations by
Lars Jonsson, plus numerous line drawings,
such as the Sandhill Crane on the bottom of
the insde front jacket by Barry Van Dusen.
This reviewer felt that he was dowly
unwrapping page by page a rare atidtic
treasure. Other well-known ornithologists
expressed smilar accolades. “The result
might be the greatest tate bird book of dl
timeg” Kenn Kaufman, author of Kingbird
Highway. “ Birds of Maine sets a new gold
dandard for a gate-based bird volume
Beautiful and nothing short of inspiring,”
Stephen W. Kress, founder of Project Puffin.
(Both quotetions are found on the back of the
book’s cover). Let me add the word
stupendous for the book, given its amazing
Size (642 pages), greatnessin putting together
hundreds of intricate parts forming a whole
end product, and finaly extraordinary in bulk,
quantity, and degree.

Just about everything ornithological
about Maineis covered in this gigantic book.
For oneexample, thetremendous 23 x 17 inch
two-page color-spread map of Maine on the
insde and backsde is a genuine gift for those
cartographer  readers  who  thrive  upon
exploring grand maps. Four color page-size
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Maine state maps (West, North, South, and
Eadt, pp. xviii-xxi) and 24 other color maps,
compliment themajor book cover maps. Maine
never looked so well on paper. Further, the
book decision-makers deserve highest praise
for printing the work on acid-free paper and
deserve agolden metd for printing itin Italy.

Birdsof Maineisthefirst comprehensive
overview of the state's rich birdlife in more
than 70 years. It is a thorough account of all
464 speciesrecorded for the state (454 species
and counting for Pennsylvania) and a
researched, accessible picture of a region
undergoing rapid ornithological changes:
northern birds expanding south, southern
species pushing north, and once absent native
gpecies like the Atlantic Puffin brought back
by innovative conservation techniques
pioneered by Stephen Kress of the National
Audubon Society.

John Jossalyn, British gentleman, was
thefirst known chronicler of Maing shirdlife.
He spent more than eight years exploring the
natural wonders of provinciad Maineand New
Hampshire and left us two volumes on the
subjects. His occasiond notes on Native
American hird lore remind us that a long
tradition of careful bird knowledge existed
before the first Europeans brought recorded
history to this continent. In fact, the native
people had deep spiritual connections with
birds, even considering them members of
their extended family. Josselyn wrote that the
kingbirdisa“little black hawke highly prized
by the Indians who wear them on their heads;
they (birds) are so strangely courageous and
hardie, that nothing flyeth in the Air that they
will not bind with” (p. 31).

John James Audubon (from Pennsylvania
no less) visted Mainein the 1800's and Stayed
with the Thomas Lincoln family. Tom Lincoln
collected the first new species, Lincoln's
Finch, for Audubon (now cdled Lincoln's
Sparrow). Other famous naturalists followed
inthe 1800's: Henry David Thoreau, William
Brewster, and Spencer Fullerton Baird of the
Smithsonian Ingtitution. Ora Willis Knight
published Maine's first comprehensive bird
book Birds of Maine in 1908 that included a
descriptive key to identification, a county-by-
county lig of each gpecies daus, and
considerable life history data, the bulk of it
gathered in Maine by Knight and his
correspondents (p. 32). William Brewster
carried out long (1924-1938) and intensive
studiesof birdsat Lake Umbagog on the New
Hampshire-Maine border, in the late 19th and
early 20th centuriesresulting in afour-volume
study titled The Birds of the Lake Umbagog
Region of Maine, adefinitive regiond list and
historical memair.

The advent of the bird conservation
movement gtarted in the 1840s when it
became fashionable to use egret plumes to
decorate women's hats. In the 1880s, the
fashion broadened to include the feathers
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from a host of other species, including gulls
and terns. Seabird colonies aong the Maine
coast were ransacked to meet the demand for
bird plumes. Growing public concern resulted
in the organization of the Nationd Audubon
Society with its many state and local chapters
(p. 34). The American Ornithologists Union,
(AOU), now cdled the Ameican
Ornithologicd  Society (AOS), worked for
protective legidation and saw to its
enforcement. The AOU hired 11 wardens in
1901 and helped pass a model hird protection
law in Mainethat same year (p. 34).

Appreciated are green-colored specid
single pagescalled “ Sidebars” e.g., Theodore
Roosevelt and Maine, Cordelia Stanwood and
Other Bird Women of Maine, Advent of Bird
Clubs and Summer Camps, and Banding on
Appledore Idand (pp. 33-40.

Birds have been an ancient draw for
birders within and outsde Maine. Knight,
Brewster, Stanwood, and their contemporaries
sugtained their natural higtory interests dating
back to the founding of the Portland Museum
of Naurd Higtory in 1843. Later, as the
Audubon movement solidified in 1936 withthe
Hog Idand Audubon Camp on Muscongus
Bay, bird enthusiasts from around the world
were eager to learn about birds from the
nation's most outstanding ornithologists.
Meanwhile, other ornithologists such as
Mendall, Gross, Pettingill, Allen (founder of
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology), Gross, and
Raph S. PAmer who completed his Ph.D.
from Cornell Universty on the breeding
ecology of Common Terns. Pmer received
the William Brewster Memorid Meda, the
AOU’'s most prestigious award for writing
and editing the Handbook of North American
Birds series which sadly was not completed
past the raptors. His state book, Maine Birds,
is a modd of extraordinary scholarship and
organization (p. 35).

Chapter 4 has a full facing page of a
gorgeous watercolor of an extinct Great Auk
by Lars Jonsson. How fitting as a prelude to
the chapter’s title The Current Satus and
Conservation Needs of Maine Birds by
Jeffrey V. Wells, Barbara S. Vickery, and
Charles D. Duncan. Since the first European
colonigts arrived on the shores of Maine
centuries ago, its land and sea ecosystems
have gone through mgor changes as have
ways in which humans use these natura
resources. Because birds depend on these
habitats for surviva, there have been
consequences for avian populaions. Some
species have disgppeared from the date;
othersthat vanished or declined have retuned;
some have expanded their ranges and
populations; or colonized the state for thefirst
time, but many once common species ae
declining precipitoudy or have becomerare or
locd (p. 43).

Chapter 4 summarizes these changes in
detail, describes successful conservation efforts
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that ensure the diversty and abundance of
native birds, and provide some insight into the
future by examining the species that remain &
grestest risk. “Specificdly, we describe
sgnificant shiftsin distribution and abundance
of Man€s birds showcase successful
consarvation  inititives  explan  how
conservation priorities are determined and
highlight species of grave conservetion
concern, describe the most significant threets
facing them; and suggest future conservation
needs and opportunities’ (p. 43).

The chapter is divided into severa parts:
Changesin Bird Digtribution and Abundance;
Forest Birds, Grasdand and Shrub-land Birds;
Birdsof Freshwater Systems; Birds of Marine
Shordlines, Estuaries, and Offshore Waters,
Changes in Maine€s Wintering Birds;
Conservation Success Stories: Wild Turkey,
Bald Eagle, Seabird Restoration, Beach-
nesting Birds, Setting Priorities  for
Conservation Action; What are Maine sBirds
of Conservation Concern?, Past and Current
Threats; Conservation Efforts and Initiatives;
Land Conservation and Bird Habitat; Setting
Conservation Action Priorities, Monitoring
and Research — Building the Case for Action
Priorities;, The Vdue of Citizen Science,
Education; and Engagement to Build Broad
and Sustained Support for Action, and
Effecting Change Via Private Action and
Public Policy. The chapter endswith Table 4:
Breeding Bird Survey Annual Trend
Estimates, 1966-2017 and 2008-2017 and
Table 5: Christmas Bird Count annual trend
estimates, 1966-2017and 2007-2017.

Chapter 4 endswith Table 6. Timdline of
Main€ shistory asrelated tothe state’ shird life
and conservation. Data are presented in four
cdls Time Period, Conservation/Societd
Activities, Habitat Condition/Change, and
Magor Changes in Bird Populations: Pre-
European Settlement: Native American
hunting, fishing, small-scale agriculture, and
burning; 1600s Subsistence hunting by
Wabanaki. First European settlers. Wabanaki
population decimated from diseases brought
by Europeans. Smal scae forest clearing.
Egging on coagtal idands. 1700s: Widespread
colonizetion of southern Maine. Hunting
increases. More forest clearing. First minor
dams for small mills. 1800-1865: Maine
becomes a state (1820). Northern townships
surveyed; beginning of industriaization.
Market hunting for waterfowl and upland
birds. Portland Society of Natura History
founded (1843). Pesk of agricultura clearing
in southern Maine. Extinction of Great Auk.
Decline of waterfowl. 1865-1900: Railroad to
northern Maine. Journa of Portland Society
of Naturd History begun (1864). Rumford
and Millinocket paper mills open. Boom in
river dam congtruction. Hunting season on
caribou closed (1899). Forestland acreage
reaches lowest point (1872, 64% of date),
Extensive fires in northern Maine. Switch
from pine to spruce-fir for pulp production.
Growth of agriculture in Aroostook Co.
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Southern Maine farmland begins to revert to
shrub and forestland. Access to spawning
grounds for most anadromous fish effectively
blocked. Extinction of Labrador Duck, Hesth
Hen, and Passenger Pigeon. Continued
decline of waterfowl and other bird species
due to hunting for food and the millinery
trade. 1900-1970: Passage of Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (1918). Establishment of National
Audubon Society (1905), and Moosehorn
NWR (1937) created. Growth of pulp and
paper industry. Marketable volume in Maine
forestsat lowest point (1933). PAmer’ sMaine
Birds published (1949). Rache Carson’'s
Slent Soring published (1962). Recovery of
waterfowl. Bald eagle population at lowest
point due to DDT. Reintroduction of Canada
Goose. Increase in gull populations. 1970
2000- present: First Eath Day (1970);
federa Clean Water Act, DDT banned
(1972); federd Endangered Species Act
(1973). River log drives end (1975). Atlas of
Breeding Birds of Mane (1978-1983).
Settlement of Indian Lands. Forest Practices
Act passed (1999). Dams removed on
Kennebec and Penobscot rivers. Bad Eagles
removed from federal Endangered Specieslist
(2009). North woods road network
developed. Spruce Budworm outbreak 1976-
1981 with sdvage clear-cuts in response.
Prohibition of untreated discharge from towns
and food processing plants. End of clear-
cutting. Decline in old age class in northern
forest due to harvests. Municipa open
burning dumps closed. 200-mile (320 km)
offshorefishing limit enforced; end of foreign
factory ships, reduction in by-catch; advent of
domegtic mid-water trawlers focused on
herring. West Nile virus first detected in
Maine birds. Conservation land comprises
4.1% of gate (1987). Percent of forestland
reaches near pre-settlement levelsbut saw-log
harvest drops precipitoudly. Increased access
by anadromousfish to spawning groundswith
100-fold increase in Alewives. Warming of
the Gulf of Maine documented. Conservation
land grows to >20% of the state by 2018.
Recovery of Bad Eagles and Peregrine
Falcons noticed. Re-establishment of Atlantic
Puffins. Wild  Turkeys  reintroduced.
Population spike of bored budworm
specidists. Red-necked Phadarope crash (2
million) in Passamaquoddy Bay. Recovery of
Piping Plovers, terns. Decline in Herring and
Grest Black-backed Gull population. Purple
Martin colonies. Bald Eagle popul aion boom.
Grest Blue Herons, Grest Cormorants,
Common Eiders decline. Ospreys move
inland. Impacts on boreal breeding birdsfrom
changesin forest practicesunknown. Carolina
Wrens, Red-bellied Woodpeckers expand
north. Canada Goose population expands to
nuisance levels. Wild Turkeys expand to
northern border of Maine.

Chepter 5 Introduction to Species
Accounts: facing page: watercolor painting of
two standing Razorbills by Lars Jonsson
(p.74): includes accounts for each of the 464
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gpecies documented as having occurred in
Maine as of January 1, 2019, which comprise
the officid list of the Maine Bird Record
Committee (ME-BRC) and include species
now extinct or extirpated. Also, included are
13 species whose occurrence in Maine are
congdered hypothetical by ME-BRC or are
failed introductions. Names and taxonomic
sequence follow the American Ornithologica
Society’s Check-list of North American Bird
(American Ornithologists Union (AOU), 7th
edition, 1998 as amended through the 60th
supplement (July 2019).

The introduction concludes with
“Tracking the Movement of Individua
Birds” Movement of individud birds has
fascinated humans for centuries, and avariety
of methodshave been devel oped to tract them.
Those in modern use are described in
approximate order from oldest to newest, for
example Map 9: Harlequin Duck Migration
and Map 17 Arctic Tern Migration.
Descriptions of Methods includes: metal
bands, marked flags, satelite and GSM
telemetry, light-sensitive geolocators, and
nanotags, highly recommended reading on
up-to-date technologicad  miniaturization
developmentsin tracking individud birds.

Therest of thebook conssts of the Species
Acocounts, introduced by ancther facing page
with a unning watercolor illugtration by Lars
Jonsson of amale Common Eider (p. 84). Each
account indudes Satus in Mane, Mane
Congarvation Satus, Higtoricd Statusin Maine,
Globa Conservation Status, Remarks, Seasond
records, Regionsof Maine, Account and Sidebar
Authorship, Range Maps, Migration Tracking
Maps, and Sources of Data

A gigantic book likethisultimately owes
its existence to the careful recordkeeping of
myriad birders as well as a much smaller
number of people who compiled and edited
thousands of records. Thisreviewer found the
final manuscript to be superb in al ways,
shapes, and forms.

In conclusion, sooner or later hard-core
birders and fiedd ornithologists will be
tempted to vist Maine with its eight
biophysical regions and diversified birdlife.
Do something unique by smply experiencinga
day-long round trip sailing on the comfortable
Bluenose Il Fearry from Bar Harbor, Maine
across the Gulf of Maine seeking sea birds to
Yamouth, Nova Scotia, returning to Bar
Harbor, Maine that same night. Admittedly
Birds of Maineisnot atypica state bird guide
that you can carry in your back pocket or even
in asizable shoulder holder. It isarare one of
a kind ornithologica tredtise, yet a an
unbelievable reasonable cost. Why not
surprise abirding friend by letting her or him
know that thisissSimply expressing friendship
that will last forever?

513 Kelly Blvd.

Sippery Rock, PA 16057-1145
genewilhelm@aol.com
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Pennsylvania 2021 Bird Lists Report
Compiled by Andy Keister

At the conclusion of 2021, the number of birders who have reported PA Life Lists of 300 species or greater remained unchanged at 99. The
number of birders with PA Life Lists of 350 species or greater grew from 29 to 31. As last reported in 2018, Devich Farbotnik has recorded 396
species. It should be noted that Jason Horn shows 413 species reported via eBird but has not directly reported updated numbers to the PSO in
recent years. As reported on social media sites, the 2021 high Annual List was recorded by Sara Busch with 317 species. This is the highest
annual year list that [ have on record. The previous record was 315 by Chuck Chalfant in 2012. That’s a truly impressive big year and
congratulations go to Sara.

County life-listers who have recorded the most species in their respective counties and have report new species for 2021 include Bobby Brown in
Lycoming County (272), Eric Witmer in Lancaster County (342), Michael Schall in Pike County (233), Roy Ickes in Washington County (242),
Chad Kauffman in Snyder County (204), Greg Grove in Mifflin County (219) and Andy Keister in Montour County (244).

In annual county birding, the only new record was set in Elk County by Brendyn Baptiste with 188 species.

A total of 36 individuals submitted list information, comments on their year of birding, or Bird of the Year votes for 2021. This is on par with
years prior to 2020. Last year, I put added effort into collecting data from individuals who had not made submissions in recent years and we
received 49 submissions. In future years, I hope to work on other methods to encourage submission of lists to a wider range of birders because

I’m not sure that the notices posted on the Listserv or Facebook are being viewed by everyone who might be interested in making a submission.

The Bird of the Year 2021

A total of 17 birders voted for 24 different species for Bird of the Year in 2021. The winner was determined by awarding three points for a first-
place vote, two points for a second-place vote and one point for a third-place vote. This year’s winner was Neotropic Cormorant (21 points)
with Scott’s Oriole (14 points) and Tundra Bean-Goose (12 points) coming in second and third respectively. Tundra Bean-Goose was last
year’s winner so it’s interesting to see it place in the top three again. The remaining vote getters include Roseate Spoonbill (5), Black-necked
Stilt (4), Swallow-tailed Kite (4), Anhinga (4), King Eider (4), Ruffed Grouse (3), Black-legged Kittiwake (3), White-faced Ibis (3), Least Bittern
(3), Swainson’s Warbler (3), Short-eared Owl (2), White-winged Dove (2), Brown Booby (2), Greater White-fronted Goose (2), Say’s Phoebe
(2), Yellow-headed Blackbird (1), American Golden Plover (1), King Rail (1), Barnacle Goose (1), Pink-footed Goose (1), and Magnificent
Frigatebird (1).

Be sure and go to PABIRDS.org under the Birding tab to see other annual lists including county lists.

PA Life Lists
1 396 Devich Farbotnik 2018 25 358 Bill Etter 2021 51 336  William Stocku 1997
2 393 Barbara Haas 2018 27 356 Mike Fialkovich 2021 52 335 Matt Wilasniewski 2012
2 393 Franklin Haas 2020 28 354 John Fedak 2006 52 335 Chuck Berthoud 2019
2 393 Dave DeReamus 2021 28 354 Jeff Hopkins 2020 54 333 Greg Grove 2021
5 391 Peter Robinson 2021 30 353 Andy Keister 2021 55 332 William Murphy 2000
6 386  Eric Witmer 2021 31 351 Mark Vass 2021 55 332 Bill Oyler 2021
7 383 Tom Garner 2020 32 349 Fritz Brock 2019 57 330 Billy Weber 2011
8 380 Al Guarente 2021 32 349 Richard Williams 2020 58 329 Paul Schwalbe 1998
9 376 Ken Lebo 2018 32 349 Chad Kauffman 2021 58 329 Trudy Kyler 2020
10 375 Ronald Leberman 2018 35 346 Jerry Book 2000 58 329 Eric Hartshaw 2021
11 374  Geoff Malosh 2020 35 346 Joyce Hoffmann 2004 61 327 Glenna Schwalbe 1998
12 371 Jason Horn 2002 35 346 Shannon Thompson 2015 61 327 Steve Santner 1999
12 371 Jonathan Heller 2020 38 342 David Kyler 2020 63 326 Russ States 2015
12 371 Arlene Koch 2021 38 342  Jerry McWilliams 2020 64 324  Harry Franzen 1996
15 370 Rick Wiltraut 2006 40 341 Margaret Higbee 2020 64 324 Aden Troyer 2013
16 369 Randy C. Miller 2016 40 341 Zachary Millen 2021 64 324 Timothy Becker 2017
17 368 Michael David 2021 42 340 Richard Timm 2011 64 324 Deborah Grove 2021
18 365 Bruce Carl 2021 42 340 lan Gardner 2020 68 322 Tom Clauser 2012
19 363 Michael Schall 2021 42 340 Wayne Laubscher 2021 69 319 John Ginaven 1998
20 362 Nick Pulcinella 2013 45 339 Dick Cleary 2020 70 318 Phillips Street 1999
21 361 Robert Schutsky 2011 45 339 Ted Nichols Il 2020 7 317  Matthew Spence 2013
21 361 Harold Lebo 2012 47 338 Jan Witmer 1997 72 316 Alex Lamoreaux 2014
23 360 Bernard Morris 2011 47 338 Richard Colyer 2000 73 315 Evelyn Kopf 1995
23 360 Chuck Chalfant 2016 49 337 John Miller 1997 73 315 Drew Weber 2011
25 358 Steve Farbotnik 2006 49 337 Mike Epler 2018 75 314  Walter Shaffer 1999
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76 313 Harold Morrin 1996 127 282 John Billings 1998 173 253 Karol Pasquinelli 2021

76 313 David McNaughton 2013 127 282 Dick Byers 2002 178 252 Evan Houston 2017
78 312  John Salvetti 2011 129 278 James Baird 1981 178 252 Ryan Tomazin 2019
78 312  Skip Conant 2013 129 278 Merrill Wood 1991 180 250 Stanley Glowacki 2002
80 311 Dana Shaffer 1999 129 278 Gerry Boltz 2018 181 249 Paul Mauss 2020
80 311 Don Henise 2000 132 277 Bonnie Baird 1981 182 248 Justin Berkheimer 2021
80 311 Carl Garner 2020 133 276 Randi Gerrish 2009 183 247  Andy Wilson 2014
83 310 Joseph Verica 2020 134 274 Gloria Lamar 1992 184 245 Bill Reddinger 1999
84 309 Richard Rehrig 2016 134 274 Sarah Gerrish 2009 184 245 Robert Frantz 2000
85 308 Robyn Henise 2000 134 274 Neil Troyer 2013 186 244 Harvey Troyer 1999
85 308 Mike Weible 2007 137 273  Katrina Knight 1999 187 242  Walter Fye 1997
85 308 Roger Higbee 2008 138 272  Scott Kinzey 1999 187 242  Jerry Troyer 1999
85 308 Brian Byrnes 2021 138 272 Bob Machesney 2005 187 242 Marvin Byler 2005
89 307 Ernest Schiefer 2000 138 272 Pamela Fisher 2009 187 242 Gordon Dimmig 2012
90 306 David Yeany I 2016 138 272 Nathan Fronk 2012 187 242 Joe Papp 2020
91 305 Gene Wilhelm 1992 138 272 Joe Gyekis 2021 192 241  Anthony Ford-Hutch. 2012
92 304 David Hauk 2019 142 271 James Flynn 1997 193 240 Dale Gearhart 2000
93 302 Sam Stull 1985 143 270 Barry Reed 2010 193 240 Kurt Schwarz 2020
93 302 Edward Pederson 1998 143 270 Carol Hildebrand 2019 195 239 Adam Miller 2000
93 302 Rick Koval 2004 145 268 Sam Sinderson 2005 196 237  Jerry Skinner 2007
96 301 Mark McConaughy 2015 146 267 Harry Henderson 1991 196 237 Michael Defina 2015
96 301 Richard Nugent 2020 146 267 Brian Quindlen 2015 196 237 John Flannigan 2017
98 300 Larry Lewis 1988 148 266 Joe Meloney 1994 199 235 Glenn Czulada 2005
98 300 Dave Rieger 2012 148 266 Lewis Grove 2010 200 234 Christopher Payne 2008
100 299 Keith Richards 1982 150 265 Marjorie Howard 2008 201 232 Joe Strasser 1994
101 298 George Malosh 2003 150 265 John Carter 2017 201 232 Voni Strasser 1994
101 298 Allen Schweinsberg 2014 152 263 Tim Johnson 2020 203 231 Larry Brown 1998
103 297  Allan Keith 1998 153 o2gp Iheodore 2005 203 231 Jim Mountjoy 2000
103 297 Jim Dunn 2014 Drozdowsk 203 231 Barb Griffith 2020
153 262 Jeff Payne 2008 arpara Griti
103 297 Dan Richards 2017 155 260 Dennis Miller 1999 206 230 Brian Raicich 2013
106 296 Ed Kwater 1996 155 260 Retta Payne 2008 206 230 Grant Stevenson 2021
106 296 Bill Keim 2013 155 260 Martin Page 2014 208 227 Mike Ward 2010
108 295 Frank Windfelder 1998 208 227 David Trently 2013
155 260 Noah Kauffman 2021
108 295 J. Kenneth Gabler 2002 159 259  Linda McWilliams 1992 210 226 Eli Troyer 1999
110 294 James Baxter 1986 159 259  Eugene Zielinski 2000 210 226 Stan Kotala 2001
110 294 Terence Schiefer 1999 210 226 Leonard Hess 2003
110 294 William Reid 2001 159 259 Jeffrey Hal 2018 210 226 Ryan Johnson 2021
162 258 Steve Graff 2000
110 294 Gary Edwards 2014 162 258 Jeffrey Wentz 2002 214 224  Arlene Brown 1998
114 293  John Peplinski 1994 162 258 Roy Ickes 2021 215 223 Pamela Woodman 1993
115 291 Thomas Reeves 2017 165 257 Russell Ryan 1993 215 223 Jim McVoy 2007
116 290 David Abbott 1998 165 257 Bruce Johnson 2019 217 222 Linda Hess 2003
116 290 Chuck Tague 1999 165 257 Brendyn Baptiste 2021 217 222 Joseph Greco 2008
118 289 Kevin Crilley 1998 168 256 Ted Grisez 1996 219 220 Jon Dunn 2004
119 288 Ross Gallardy 2006 169 255  Nick Kerlin 2010 220 219  Ann Pettigrew 1996
120 287 Dustin Welch 2011 169 255 Flo McGuire 2014 220 219 Daniel Snell 2000
121 286 Bobby Brown 2021 169 255 Sandy Lockerman 2014 222 218 Helena Kotala 2007
122 285 Armas Hill 1996 223 213 Richard Murphy 1999
172 254 Dean Newhouse 2019
122 285 Neal Thorpe 1997 173 253  Scott Bastian 1999 224 211 Frank Izaguirre 2013
124 284 James Gray 1983 173 253 Thomas Ford-Hutch. 2006 225 210 Gregg Gorton 2001
125 283 Kerry Grim 1998 173 253  Kevin Fryberger 2010 225 210 Chad Hutchinson 2015
125 283  Scott Bills 2018 227 206 Benjamin Israel 2000
173 253  Chris Ficher 2020
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227 206 Dennis Weaver 2000 203 Dave DeReamus 3,504  Nick Pulcinella 2013

229 205 Jeff Michaels 2005 201 Ryan Johnson 3,421 Geoff Malosh 2009
230 202 Waylon Martin 2019 192 Brendyn Baptiste 3,028  Joe Gyekis 2021
231 200 Fred Crowley 1995 178 Karol Pasquinelli 2,957  Zachary Millen 2021
232 199 Candy Krenzer 1999 173 Justin Berkheimer 2,759  Eric Hartshaw 2020
233 197 Patrick O’'Donnell 2008 166 Kristen Jansen 2,518  David McNaughton 2013
234 195 Sarah Lindgren 2021 157 Sarah Lindgren 2,505  David Yeany I 2016
235 191 E.J. Regula 2020 Total Ticks (Total of all County Life Lists) 2181 B.rendyn Bapliste 2020
236 186 John Snarey 2019 2,008 Timothy Becker 2016
237 185 Jim Ridolfi 2021 10,122  John Fedak 2006 2,005 Nathan Fronk 2012
238 180 Thomas Mason 1999 7,714 Deborah Grove 2021 1,879 Richard Rehrig 2016
239 168 Elmer Brenneman 2010 7,311 Greg Grove 2021 1,786 Bill Keim 2014
240 166 Kristen Jansen 2021 7,302  Andy Keister 2021 1,732  Sam Sinderson 2005
241 133 Douglas Anderson 2003 7,114 Michael David 2021 1,711 Chris Fischer 2020
242 106 Rachael Shapiro 2011 6,488  Margaret Higbee 2020 1,615  Barbara Giriffith 2020
243 89  Michael Hartshorne 2014 5,849  Chad Kauffman 2020 1,325  Jim Ridolfi 2021
PA 2001 Annual List 5,679 Al Guarente 2021 1,272  Joseph Verica 2014
5,493 lan Gardner 2020 1,054  Ryan Johnson 2020
317 Sara Busch 5,230  Richard Nugent 2020 1,030  Pamela Fisher 2009
263 Bill Oyler 4,909 Randy C. Miller 2016 1,017  Bobby Brown 2020
260 Michael Schall 4,525  Drew Weber 2011 1,007  Dean Newhouse 2019
244 Al Guarente 4,381 Jim Dunn 2014 903 Joe Papp 2020
244 Michael David 4,040  Devich Farbotnik 2018 889 Thomas Reeves 2012
239 Bruce Carl 4,033  Ted Nichols Il 2020 443 Justin Berkheimer 2021
236 Eric Hartshaw 3,947  Alex Lamoreaux 2014 437 Michael Defina 2014
228 Bobby Brown 3,938  Chuck Berthoud 2019 376 Chad Hutchinson 2015
220 Chad Kauffman 3,709 Russ States 2015 257 Brian Raicich 2013
220 Michael Fialkovich 3,587  Brian Byrnes 2021 106 Rachael Shapiro 2011
219 Joe Gyekis 3,549  Michael Schall 2018
208 Noah Kauffman 3,548  Andy Wilson 2014

Comments About 2021 Birding in PA
(New PA Life List Species and other comments)

Justin Berkheimer
New PA Life List Species: Short-eared Owl, Ruffed Grouse, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Gray-cheeked Thrush,
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.

Bobby Brown
New PA Life List Species: Hoary Redpoll, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Neotropic Cormorant, Cattle Egret.

Peter Robinson
New PA Life List Species: Neotropic Cormorant, White-faced Ibis

Eric Hartshaw
New PA Life List Species: Tundra Bean-Goose, Allen’s Hummingbird, Scott’s Oriole, Neotropic Cormorant, King Rail, Long-billed Dowitcher,
White-faced Ibis

Chad Kauftfman
1 was able to get 25 counties up to and over 100 and got my nemesis Piping Plover at Erie after several tries.

Deb Grove

I moved 10 counties to 100 and over. 17 more to finish as I plod along to get 100 in each although I find the corner counties harder to finish. I
got the Hoary Redpoll while I had Covid. I could hardly walk but we drove over to State College and I sat in the car until Greg spotted it. Then I
managed to get out and look at it for a few minutes. The most exciting sighting of the year was finding a Swainson’s Warbler on the Lower Trail
in Blair County.
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Summary of the Season: Fall 2021

Geoff Malosh

The fdl of 2021 was a rather dull
season hird-wise, all things considered.
Rarities were present, but generaly a a
premium. Many avian families had either
poor (e.g., waterfowl, thrushes, finches) or
mediocre seasons (shorebirds, sparrows).
Some areas of the state, particularly the
southwest, saw good conditions for
passerine migration in September, at least.

The season started hot and dry in early
August, and while temperatures moderated
a hit in September, October was aso
unseasonably  warm,  before  cold
temperatures  finaly  descended in
November. By mid-August it had become a
very wet season, mainly on the strength of
three tropical systems that affected the state
in rapid succession in the second half of
August, though none as a “direct hit” on
Pennsylvania from the mid-Atlantic. First
was Hurricane Fred, a storm that made
landfall in the panhandle of Florida and
whose remnants reached Pennsylvania 8/18,
bringing rain and at least six tornados around
the state. In terms of birds, Fred was
probably the least impactful of the three
storms. Following quickly were the
remnants of Henri, a meandering Atlantic
storm that madelandfall in Rhode Idland and
affected Pennsylvaniawith heavy rainfal in
the eastern half of the state 8/22. Last was
Ida, another Caribbean/Gulf of Mexico
system that came ashore in Louisiana as an
enormoudly destructive Category-4 storm.
After landfall it moved dowly northward
through the Mississippi Valey, and
ultimately the center of its remains passed
east-northeastward to the New Jersey coast
just south of Pennsylvania, where it then
turned northeastwards and ended in the
Canadian Maritimes. By the time it arrived
here, its effects were again felt mostly in the
form of heavy rains, which hit just about the
entire state, but especialy in the southeast,
where a number of tornados were again
reported. None of these storms brought
pelagic species, but al of them grounded
migrants and concentrated waterbirds on
various reservairs, especialy terns and
especialy during Ida. Later in the season,
despite the generally cold temperatures in
November, there were few strong cold
fronts, and as a result November was drier
than normal, with few large fallouts that are
sometimes associated with late fall storms.

Two different Black-bellied
Whistling-Ducks were both seen on only
one day: one in Dauphin 9/11 and one that
flew past Hawk Mountain 8/23, the latter a
new circumstance for this apparently
increasingly  frequent  species  in
Pennsylvania  (Neither of these was
submitted to PORC, unfortunately.) Another
oddity a Hawk Mountain was a RosS's
Goose flyby 11/23, one of three Ross's for
the season statewide. Snow Goose was
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noted in five western counties, a nice fall
total. A few Greater White-fronted Geese
showed up in southeastern counties, as
usua, beginning with birds in Northampton
10/30 and Berks 10/31; two were aso noted
in the west in Crawford 11/27. Brant were
quite scarce, reported only in Carbon, Pike,
and Bucks, but inthelast county, onthe very
early date of 9/26. Sightings of Cackling
Geese were widespread, mainly in Oct and
in southeastern countiesin November.

Trumpeter Swan continuesto increase,
teetering now on no longer being a “bird of
note’, though they are annotated in that
section once again this season, with sightings
from eight counties around the state, except
the southwest, where they remain quite rare.
It was an excellent flight of Tundra Swans
this season, commencing right on timein the
second week of November. As usud, the
biggest flocks were in the west, where top
countsincluded 780 in Butler 11/18, 300-400
in Crawford in the second haf of the month,
and 325 in Fayette 11/1.

Duck migration was unremarkable in
most respects. Most of the highlights came
in the form of early arrivals, and the only
rarity was a Harlequin Duck that passed
Sunset Point, Erie 11/27. Probably the
biggest celebrity duck thisseason wasin fact
an exoticc a mde Mandarin Duck of
obvioudy captive origin (its wings were
clipped) became a darling of photographers
and media alike in Philadelphia during the
second half of November. It stayed into
early January, during which time, despiteits
“uncountable’ stetus, it made its way onto
no fewer than 165 eBird checklists.

A very nice count of 132 Wood Ducks
was made in Butler 10/24. A straggling
Blue-winged Teal in Indiana 11/12 was the
third latest ever for that county, and a rare
mid-Nov record for anywhere in the
southwest. Early Northern Shoveers
appeared in August in Chester, Crawford,
and Monroe, and in Huntingdon on 9/6.
Montgomery was the scene of notable
Gadwall sightings: one very early bird was
there 8/15 and 8/23 and a very nice count of
152 was made 11/23. Montgomery also had
an early American Wigeon 9/10; other
September  sightings were made in
Crawford 9/8 and in Lawrence 9/24. Severd
counties sported mid-double-digit high
counts of American Black Ducks,
signaling a better than average season for
them. Two Northern Pintails in Crawford
9/26 were also early, and the season’s early
Green-winged Teal wasin Monroe 8/22.

Reports of Aythya were quite
pedestrian, with both Canvasback and
Redhead notably scarce. Among just afew
reports of large flocks of Ring-necked
Duck were 200 in Indiana 11/15, 175 in
Clearfield 11/13, 175 in Lawrence in late
October, 180 in Monroe 11/23, and as many
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as 250 in Northampton in mid-November.
Greater Scaup is the more uncommon
scaup in fall away from Lake Erie, and that
was evidenced by just a few handfuls of
single-digit counts scattered in counties
around the state.

Scoters adso had a below average
season. A Surf Scoter was record early in
Erie 9/20, and Black Scoter, besides on
Lake Erie, were limited to seven eastern
counties, with top count of 56 across two
sitesin Chester following acold front 10/28.
White-winged Scoter was also seenin Erie
and just seven other eastern and centra
counties. Even Long-tailed Duck was off,
following the same pattern as the scoters:
Erie and small numbers in eastern counties.
A cold front 11/10 brought a pulse of
Buffleheads to dtes across the date,
especialy inthe central and east, when counts
ranging from 50 to at least 200 were madein
Adams, Huntingdon, Indiana, and York, as
well as a few days later in Adams, Bedford,
and Berks. Even the 3 birds that put down on
alittle pond in acemetery in Allegheny 11/10
was another small bit of evidence of this
gorm’s impact on the season’s Bufflehead
flight. Common Goldeneyes were scattered
around the statein late November, asisusud,
but was missed atogether in Bucks which
wasasurprise.

A remarkable count of 121 Hooded
Mergansers was made in Mercer 11/24.
Common Merganser was one duck species
that did have a good season; asit’'s been on
the increase overall in the state as a summer
resident, so too it seems more and more
common at other times. Triple-digit counts
(again, away from Erie) were made in
Armstrong and in Tioga in two different
locations, and localy notable double-digit
counts were made in five other counties.
Early Red-breasted Mergansers were in
Warren 9/12 (very early) and Franklin
10/27. A Ruddy Duck continued in
Crawford from summer to mid-September.

All reports of Northern Bobwhite
once again appeared to involve released
birds. Eventually, they will probably
warrant one of the newly developed “exotic”
tags in Pennsylvania eBird data. Compilers
in genera again lamented the status of
Ruffed Grouse, but a holistic view of the
entire season statewide reveals reportsin 34
counties (better than average for the past 10
years) and a few records in atypica
locations, including one at a spot in Adams
where they had not been recorded in 20
years. Although there were no sightings in
Butler, readers are nevertheless directed to
that county report, where a somewhat
optimistic summary of the species status,
according to the Pennsylvania Game
Commission, can be found.

An interesting count of 40 Pied-billed
Grebeswas made in Fayette 10/27 during a
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frontal passage. Red-necked Grebe had an
extremely poor season at Sunset Point in
Erie, where they were noted only 11/5 and
11/13. (Incidentally, this author spent a fair
amount of time this fal at Whitefish Point,
on Lake Superior in Michigan's Upper
Peninsula, the top site for Red-necked Grebe
anywhere in the Great Lakes, and was
periodic witness to the worst season for them
inthe past 40 yearsthere, too.) Quite exciting
was an Eared Grebein Bucks 11/25.

Once again Yelow-billed Cuckoo
hugely outnumbered Black-billed Cuckoo,
of which the latter was sparsely reported
around the state, primarily in August, but
aso aslate asthe second week of October in
Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, McKean, and
Philadelphia. Interesting was a report of a
Y dlow-billed Cuckoo responding
aggressvely  to  Black-billed  Cuckoo
recordings in Washington 9/7, perhaps a bit
of evidencefor onefactor behind the decline
of Black-billed in recent years. A very late
Y ellow-billed was in Chester 11/9.

The declining Common Nighthawk
continuesto beafocusfor county compilers,
nearly al of whom go out of their way to
annotate sightings in their fall reports, so
they were again mentioned widely, in 35
county reports, and were listed in 57
counties overall in eBird, which have both
been very consistent totals for several years
now. Those counties that have dedicated
“nighthawk watches’ did report a below
average season, yet away from those sites,
nice triple-digit counts of evening flights
were made in five other counties. Eastern
Whip-poor-wills usually sing here and
there into August, but this season reports
after 8/1 were made in only four counties.
Eurasian Collared-Dove has still not really
expanded into Pennsylvania in  any
meaningful way, and the only sightings this
season were a the two traditional areas, one
in Franklin and the other in Berks.

The latest Ruby-throated
Hummingbird typicdly appears in a
southeastern county, but this season it wasin
Allegheny 11/7. A remarkable count of 69
ruby-throats was made at an array of over a
dozen hummingbird feeders in Monroe
8/25, a sort of small-scale citizen science
project that involved several volunteers
monitoring the feeders simultaneoudy. A
speciesthat was once completely unheard of
in the state in living memory, today the fall
season average for Rufous Hummingbird
isabout 4 or 5 birds per season, and thisyear
was exactly in line with that, with reports
from Cambria, Chester, Juniata, and
Northampton, all of which were banded, and
one more bird identified as a Sdasphorus
was noted in Jefferson. A Calliope
Hummingbird entertained dozens of
birdersin Berks 11/13-21.

Rails get tough to find after summer,
but birders in recent years have been better
at ferreting them out in the fall months after
they’ ve gone mostly silent. Both Sora and
Virginia Rail were noted in 14 counties

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

each, mostly in August and September, but
one Virginia stayed in Chester to 11/26. A
Y ellow Rail wasreported onan Amish farm
in Somerset 9/21-27 but unfortunately no
documentation of this record appears to be
forthcoming. Another big rarity, this one
unfortunately by way of itsuntimely demise,
was a Purple Gallinule found dead from a
window strike in Center 11/6. This appears
to bethefirst November record for the state,
athough there are plenty of October records.
Common Gallinules, asusual, were mostly
limited to marshesin the northwest and John
Heinz NW.R. on the Delaware River,
though four juveniles were noted in Wayne
8/24. Sandhill Cranes were once agan
spottily reported more or less statewide, and
this season Lawrence did not host the
highest numbers. That honor went to the 228
birds noted in three different flocksin Butler
11/16. Lawrence's top count was just 61,
which was dmost matched by an excellent
count of 48 in Cameron 11/29.

Shorebirding, like most aspects of this
fal’s migration, was more or less
unremarkable. The heavy rainsfromtropica
systems in August and September both
helped and hurt; they kept reservoirs and
other retention basinstopped off and lacking
mud, but they did flood many a farm field,
which were to the liking of these
opportunistic ~ migrants.  Mercer  and
Crawford both enjoyed their first records of
Black-necked Stilt, and perhaps even the
same individua bird, which appeared 8/12
in the former county and 8/16-20 in the
latter. It was an about average season for
American Avocet, with reports from six
counties, the last of which was a tarrying
bird in Westmoreland 10/21.

Black-bellied Plover wasnotedin nine
countiesaway from Erie, which was perhaps
a little bit better than the average.
Interestingly, only one of those records, 4
birdsin Center, was aresult of |da s passage
9/1. One in Franklin 11/14 was quite late;
even in Erie records in mid-November are
an exception. One shorebird speciesthat had
an exceptional season (22 counties) was
American Golden-Plover, perhaps a result
of the generd flooding of fields in many
parts of the state and the attention this drew
from birders. Exceptional counts included
27 seen migrating along Lake Erie at Sunset
Point 10/16, and a flock of 31 in Lancaster
10/23. In contrast, Semipalmated Plover
was found in just 21 counties but in small
numbers, with only a handful of counts
statewide exceeding 10, which was not a
good showing for them. Piping Plovers
remained a Gull Point, Erie from the
summer to 8/31.

Once again the only place to find
Upland Sandpiper was a the Lancaster
Airport, where they were present 8/5-14.
Nocturnal flight calls of this species were
also noted over Montgomery 9/3 and 9/10.
The big shorebirds were scarce. Besides a
few a Gull Point, Erie, the only Whimbrel
of the season wasin Monroe 9/5. Hudsonian
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Godwit was unreported, and the only
Marbled Godwit was a Gull Point 9/8.
Even Ruddy Turnstone (not a “hig”
shorebird, but a similarly uncommon one)
was noted only in Delaware, Lancaster, and
Lebanon away from Erie, and al of those,
even in Erie, as ones and twos. One or two
Red Knots were noted periodicaly at Gull
Point 8/14-10/14, and the season’s only
Purple Sandpiper flew past Sunset Point
11/14.

Turning to the more frequent but still
notable shorebird species, Stilt Sandpiper
had a fair season, noted in 12 counties,
including late birds in Chester 10/29 and in
Lebanon to 10/23. Sanderling had a very
good season, noted in 14 counties plus Erie,
far above average for them. Hurricane Ida
was responsible for sightingsin at least five
of these counties—Berks, Clearfield,
Franklin, Huntingdon, and Westmoreland.
Notable among these was a count of 11 in
Clearfield and that the Westmoreland bird
represented the firgt for that county since
1972. Dunlin were aso fairly widespread
but in generaly small numbers, except a
remarkable count of 500 that passed Sunset
Point, Erie 11/2.

Baird's Sandpiper, like American
Golden-Plover another species that readily
uses fam fields (flooded or otherwise)
during passage, was noted in a respectable
10 countiesincluding a very nice count of 6
in Lycoming 9/19. The two common peeps
(Least and Semipalmated Sandpiper)
were not noted in particularly good
numbers, probably a result of overflowing
reservoirs and impoundments where the
largest groups of these speciestend to gather
in good years. For example, the season high
countin Delawarewasapaltry 85 L easts8/7
and 120 in Lancaster 8/11; somewhat better
were counts of up to 150 Semipalmateds in
Chester through 8/21. A few Least
Sandpipers hung on into November in
Lebanon and Philadelphia. White-rumped
Sandpiper aso had a pretty good flight,
noted in 14 countieswith an obvious pesk in
October, and one was till hanging around
Lebanon 11/6. Just four sightings of Buff-
breasted Sandpiper were made: onein Erie
9/28, onein Lancaster 9/2 and 9/14, and one
in Monroe 9/21. A Pectoral Sandpiper in
Montgomery 11/13 tied the record late date
for the species in that county. Western
Sandpiper was noted in no fewer than six
counties, mostly in August and early
September, but one bird wasremarkably late
in McKean 11/4-6.

Short-billed Dowitcher was
characterigtically among the first shorebirds
to arrive in August, and none were seen after
9/2, after which they were replaced by L ong-
billed Dowitchers, which were noted in an
impressive eight counties, all but two records
of which cameafter 9/2. Likerails, American
Woodcock become hard to find after the
summer months, but this fall birders turned
up quite a few, with records in at least 16
counties through the middle of November.
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Spotted Sandpipers tarried into the second
haf of October in Allegheny and
Montgomery, and to 11/7 in Butler. The last
Solitary Sandpiper wasin Monroe 10/29. A
Willet wasat Hog Idand, Delaware 8/13, and
up to 13 were present at once at Gull Point,
Erie8/6-15.

All three phalaropes were found.
Wilson's Phalar ope, the most common of
the three, was represented by 6 birds across
five counties, two of which occurred in
October, which is late for them. Red-
necked Phalarope records numbered five
in five counties, including a surprise bird at
suburban Canonsburg Lake in Washington
9/22-23. Red Phalarope, by far the least
common (and only PORC review species
among thethree), waslimitedtoasinglebird
in Montgomery 9/10-12.

A Parasitic Jaeger was a bolt from the
blue (or rather, a bolt from the gray skies of
Hurricane Ida) in Lycoming 9/1; otherwise
the only other record was from Sunset Point
11/27. A Pomarine Jaeger flew Sunset Point
that same day and may have been seen again
off Gull Point agan 11/28, but was not
confirmed. Jaegers were also seen off Presgue
Ide 10/16 and 10/26, but not identified to
species.

One of themost remarkabl e birds of the
season, if only due to its exceedingly
confiding behavior, was a juvenile Black-
legged Kittiwakethat entertained dozens of
birders at very close range in Franklin 9/5-
6. A late-season Little Gull was found at
Presque Ide 11/26, the only one of the
season. No Laughing Gullsfar out of range
were found this fall; one in York 8/9-14
could probably be considered the hird
furthest afidd from their typica
summertime haunts along the Delawvare
River. Single Franklin’'s Gulls were
reported in Bucks 10/8 and Indiana 11/14;
only the latter was documented for PORC.
Iceland Gulls were noted in November in
Berks, Erie, and Bucks, and a Glaucous
Gull, very rarefor thefall season, wasfound
at Presque Ide 11/28. Eastern Pennsylvania
is dill the continental hotspot for Lesser
Black-backed Gull; top count this fall was
720 in Northampton 11/24. A few Great
Black-backed Gullswere found away from
Erieand the Delaware River, including birds
in Cumberland and York, and one that
passed Hawk Mountain 9/3.

Probably the most noticeable impact
from Hurricane |da was the number of terns
it dropped on bodies of water around the
state, but among them were no rarities.
There was a fallout of Caspian Terns in
west-central counties on 9/1 during the
storm, including 14 in Clarion, 7 in
Clearfield, perhapsasmany as 13 or morein
Lycoming, 4 in Tioga, and 14 in Venango.
They were also associated with the passage
of Hurricane Fred's remains 8/18, though
less so compared to lda, with smaller
numbers that those of Ida reported from
Centre, Lycoming, Northumberland, and
Tioga. Black Tern had a great showing,
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with reportsfrom 16 counties, many of these
aso associated with Fred (8/18) and Ida
(9/1). Top counts included 20 in Delaware
8/19 (the day after Fred), 9 in Fayette 9/1,
and 24 on Lancaster's Congiohda Flats
8/18. Common Tern, too, was mostly
associated with 1da, on which day severd
very impressive counts were made: 12 in
Bedford, 35 in Bucks, 30 in Centre, 38 in
Clarion, 50 in Clearfield, 22 in Fayette
(which was a combination of Common and
Forster's), and 38 in Venango. Forster’s
Tern was less apparent, but there was a
count of 38 made in Bedford and 28 in
Butler, both during Ida's passage 9/1.
Despite dl this, the only rarity among terns
wasaGull-billed Tern noted threetimeson
the Dedaware River 8/11-19 in both
Delaware and Philadelphia, al perhaps
referring to the same individud, the first
sghting of which preceded any of the
tropica systemsfor the season.

Like many waterbirds that tend to
migrate through the Great Lakes into
Pennsylvania (e.g., Red-necked Grebe), so
too did Red-throated Loon have a
relatively poor showing, seen in Erie and
nine other counties, al in November. A late
season push of 54 Common L oons passed
Hawk Mountain 11/29, part of a season total
of 150 there. A remarkable count of 70 put
downonYellow Creek Lake, Indiana 11/15.
Interesting was a Common Loon still in full
breeding plumage on the Allegheny River in
Clarion 8/9, which may wel have
summered there, undetected to that point.

There weretwo reports of Magnificent
Frigatebird: one in Venango 9/5 (seen
during a nighthawk watch) and one in
Luzerne 9/23. Neither of these was directly
related to Ida although the former was just
four days afterwards. An Anhinga was seen
periodically in Montgomery 8/29-9/2.
Besides birds in Bucks and Philadelphia on
the Delaware River, the only other Great
Cormorant was one in Berks on the early
date of 10/26.

American Bitterns were fairly
widespread and gone by the first week of
November. Oneinteresting observation was
made of a bittern crossing Lake Erie at
Sunset Point and getting attacked by a
Peregrine Falcon as it neared shore. The
bittern was forced down onto the water on a
few occasions, but did eventually makeit to
shore. It was another reminder that almost
nothing is safe from Peregrine Falcon. L east
Bitterns were noted only in Erie and the
east, in Delaware, Montgomery, and
Philadel phia.

Some fairly remarkable counts of
Great Egret were made for Franklin: 65 on
8/7 and 31 on 8/10, at different locations
from each other. Snowy Egret was limited
to four southeastern counties, with one
staying quite late in Bucks to 10/27. Little
Blue Her ons were much more widespread,
noted in 13 counties including Indiana,
Fayette, and Somerset in the far west. The
one in Indiana remained in place for two
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months, from 8/11-10/13. A number of
Tricolored Herons were found: two in
Chester, one in Delaware/Philadelphia,
three in Lancaster, and, most remarkably,
onein Allegheny 8/6, thefirst record for that
county and one of the more remarkable
raritiesin the county’ shistory. Interestingly,
the heron in Allegheny 8/6 occurred exactly
20 years to the day, and at the same site, as
another of Allegheny’'s most remarkable
records. the Snowy Plover from 8/6/2002.
There was a mgjor regiona invason of
Cattle Egrets this fal, and Pennsylvania
was squarely in the middle of it: they were
noted in 20 counties, some of which had
multiple sightings. This may well have been
the biggest season for them in the state's
history, or a any ratein the past 20-30 years.
Some late-staying Green Herons reached
the last week of November in Bucks,
Chester, and Montgomery.

Black-crowned Night-Herons were
noted here and there, the most interesting of
which was one in Washington 11/1, which
represented just the fourth record for the
county but the second in the month of
November. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
was noted in seven counties, most in the
southeast, but one far-flung bird also
appeared in Clearfield 10/17. The Roseate
Spoonbill show from the summer continued
into fall, with one remaining in Cumberland
to 9/18 and ancther that appeared in
Lancaster 8/25. A White Ibis dso
continued from summer to 8/3 in Lancaster.
Still a mgjor rarity in Pennsylvania, a
White-faced |bis was reported in Chester
9/17-18. The much more expected Glossy
I biswas noted in four southeastern counties
through 9/3.

Black Vulture continuesits expansion
into western Pennsylvania, especidly the
southwestern corner. This fal there were
sightings from Allegheny (3), Fayette (2),
Greene, Washington, and Westmoreland
away fromtheLigonier Vdley (2). Onewas
also noted in Erie 10/8, which represented
the first fal record for that county. In the
east, a roost of 252 in Montgomery at a
rendering plant 9/9 must have been quite the
spectacle. Late Ospreysinthewest included
oneinButler 11/14-18 and onein Armstrong
11/9. An effort to monitor various sites in
Warren with game and trail cameras
revealed Golden Eagle to be more common
inthat region that istypically assumed. Two
Swallow-tailed Kites were found: one in
Centre 8/1 and another in Delaware 7/31-
8/18; the latter was seen by dozens of
observers, Otherwise raptor migration away
from hawkwatch sites (whichisdetailedina
separate article herein) passed pretty much
without note.

Barn Owls were noted in Adans,
Franklin, and Montour, and Short-eared
Owl was found in at least eight counties,
mostly in the west. The only Snowy Owl to
start what would turn out to be a non-
invasion year was one in Erie in mid-Nov,
and the only Long-eared Owl was one in

2021 -VOLUME 35NO. 4



Juniata 11/27. Northern Saw-Whet Owls
were found in an impressive 18 counties
away from banding sites, evidence of ever-
increasing awareness among hirders as to
where and when to search for them during
migration. Banding sSites reported a better
than expected flight as well, as this was
anticipated to be adown year in their cyclic
irruptions. Most interesting was one caught
in Dauphin 11/3 that had been banded just
28 days earlier on 10/11 in Alberta, Canada.
The gtraight-line distance between the two
sites is a whopping 1883 miles! This long-
distance flyer was one of six foreign
recoveries a the Dauphin sitethisfall.

It was another good year for Red-
headed Woodpecker in many parts of the
state, an encouraging pattern in recent years,
a least judging by mentions in fall county
summaries. Yellow-belled Sapsucker is
often not mentioned in reports, but good
seasonsfor them were noted in Allegheny and
Venango, and the season total of 31 at Hawk
Mountain was dso above average. Merlins
were again noted frequently throughout
Pennsylvania, beginning as early as mid-
August inlocations scattered around the stete.

There was little news among
flycatchers. The only rarities were two
separate Say's  Phoebess one in
Northampton 9/14 and one in Montgomery
11/11. Both were seen only on those days,
but each was successfully chased by over 20
birders on the day of their appearances.
Among the expected species, both Olive-
sided Flycatcher and Yéelow-bellied
Flycatcher, the two most unusual and thus
most sought after species for local birders
and year listers dike, each had excellent
flights. Both species were promptly gone by
the end of September, except for a small
number of yellow-bellieds that remained to
the first few days of October. A late Great
Crested Flycatcher was dill in
Cumberland 10/9, and an Eastern
Kingbird in Bucks 10/8 was similarly late.
Very impressive was the congregation of
Eastern Kingbirds a Green Lane Park,
Montgomery in early August, which topped
out at a count of 117 on 8/10. Numbers in
excess of 60 or more remained there through
the end of the month.

Alder Flycatchers are tough to find
(definitively) after singing stops, so birds
reported from Blair, Jefferson, and
Lancaster were dl till from early August
when they're dill audible. Another was
banded in Westmoreland 8/25. A very late
Least Flycatcher inButler 11/25 caused abit
of adtir, but al photos and recordings of the
bird's call pointed to a late Least rather than
something more exciting from the west. Two
other late birds were in Montgomery 10/16
and 10/28. An Eastern Phoebe remained in
Montgomery though November.

Reports of Northern Shrikefrom nine
counties by the end of November was better
than average; one in Tioga 10/23 was quite
ealy. Some late vireos were noted as
follows: White-eyed Vireo in Chester
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11/21, Yelow-throated Vireo in Qullivan
10/13, Blue-headed Vireo in Montgomery
11/12, and Red-eyed Vireo in Philadelphia
11/17. Philadelphia Vireo was detailed in
29 county reports, but only abird in Clarion
10/14 wasin any way notably late.

Blue Jay migration in eastern
Pennsylvania brought a total of 5180 to
Hawk Mountain for the season and abig day
of 641 across three sites in Montgomery
9/30. Thedigunct population of Fish Crows
in Allegheny continued strong, which totaled
90 on 8/14. Oneor two continued in Indiana
aswell, but those two sites are still the only
reliable locations west of the Allegheny
Front. Interestingly, their “expansion” west
is directly tied to large cities. Besides
Pittsburgh and Indiana Pa, they are now
more or less resident aso in Cleveland and
Akron, Ohio, Buffalo, New York, and the
Niagaraand Toronto areas, Ontario. Thereis
even a small, very isolated population in
extreme southwestern Michigan these days,
too, which is probably more closdy
associated with Fish Crows from the
Mississippi River valley than with the birds
of the Piedmont here in Pennsylvania. Back
in Pennsylvania, big countsin the mid-100s
of Fish Crows were also made at afew sites
in Montgomery this season.

After nearly annua sightings in the
state from about 2004-13, Cave Swallows
have become scarce. Since 2013, there were
afew seen in 2016, one sight report in both
2017 and 2020, and none since, including
thisfall. Among the six expected species, as
wasthe story for many bird familiesthisfall,
there wasn't much happening. An estimated
count of 50,000 Tree Swallows in Lebanon
10/9 was certainly impressive, and a late
bird (by western Pennsylvania standards) in
Lawrence 10/23 was notable. Besides birds
that now winter regularly at waste trestment
plantsin Montgomery and Philadelphia, late
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows
included birds in Cumberland 11/2 and in
Lancaster 11/21. A very late Bank Swallow
was reported in Bucks 11/31, and one was
with rough-winged swallows at one of the
waste trestment plantsin Montgomery 11/6-
19. A Cliff Swallow in Indiana 9/25 and a
Barn Swallow in Butler 10/28 were aso
both late.

There wasn't much irruption of Black-
capped Chickadees into southeastern
counties. Like saw-whet owls (but for
different reasons, of course), Red-breasted
Nuthatches were not expected in big
numbers this fall, and athough they didn’t
redlly show up in “big” numbers, they were
much more widespread than expected, with
65 of thestate’ s67 countiesreporting at least
one a some point in the season. Quite
remarkable were counts in Mercer
beginning in October that peaked at 41 birds
11/5. A Brown Creeper was in Lancaster
8/6, acounty wherethe speciesisnot known
to breed. Early creepers were adso in
Montgomery 9/19 and York 8/13.

235

November House Wrens were found
in Montgomery 11/9-10 and three separate
birds were noted in York. Sedge Wrens
were limited to Allegheny (fourth record for
the county), Bucks, Montgomery (2), and
Philadelphia. Marsh Wrens were well-
reported, with singles making it to early
November in Centre and Delaware.

Again with thrushes and their close
relatives, it was a pedestrian season, with no
rarities noted e.g., bluebirds from the west,
whestear, solitaire, etc.). A few late Blue-
gray Gnatcatchers were in Montgomery
10/23 and Philadelphia 11/8 and 11/15, and
ealy Ruby-crowned Kinglets were in
Qilivan and Warren both on 9/11.
Nocturnal flight call monitoring of thrushes
was performed in Bedford, Centre, Clarion,
and Montgomery. No truly significant flights
were reported, but as usua this type of
monitoring produced the biggest counts of
al five spot-breasted thrush species,
especidly the sought-after Gray-cheeked
Thrush. By day none of the five were
particularly well-reported. A few late birds
(combination of sight reports and nocturnal
fight cals) included a Gray-cheeked in
Montgomery 10/23, Swainson’s Thrush in
Indiana 10/25, and Wood Thrushes in
Bucks 10/18 and Philadelphia 11/7.

Gray Catbirdslingered into November
in a least eight counties, and Brown
Thrasher procragtinators included one in
Montgomery 11/28 and onein Somerset 11/8.
The American Pipit flight was on par with
most years. No extraordinary totals were
made, but reportswere widespread from most
corners of the sate.

Another Philly-area exotic that caused
something of a stir was a pair of escaped
Scaly-breasted Muniasthat set up anest at
John Heinz N.W.R. 9/20. No colony was
established (thankfully) and thelast sighting
was 11/20. Like the Mandarin Duck, they
were popular with eBirders, and were listed
on 71 different checklists.

Northern finches aso didn’t change up
the “broken record” theme of this fal's
migration, asmost speciesfailed to appear at
al or in very small numbers, and the annual
species did not appear in numbers. Among
rarities, the only Evening Grosbeaks were
2 in Northampton 11/20, and scattered Red
Crosshills were in Centre, Clearfield, Elk,
Monroe, and Schuylkill. Similarly, White-
winged Crosshillswere limited in numbers,
with reports a Hawk Mountain and in
Clearfield, Elk, Monroe, and Northampton.
Except for the Centre Red Crosshill, which
was hoted on 8/11, al other crosshill reports
were from November. Common Redpolls
were limited to a flock of 18 a Hawk
Mountain 11/29 and a flock of 17 in Erie
11/6. Pine Siskins were very scarce,
mentioned in just 12 county reports (and an
additiond 19 counties in eBird) al in very
small numbers and severa counties limited
to just one sighting for the entire season.
Early birdsincluded sightingsin Tioga 8/3-
4 and Indiana 9/15 but these were not the
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harbingers of any kind of invasion.
Purple Finch was a little better reported
but again, many counties had only a few
or asingle sighting.

Snow Buntings tend to show up
regardless of conditions to the north, and this
was the case again this year, with sightingsin
a least 13 counties from Erie to the far
southeast, dl in November. Lapland
Longspur seems to be a bit more scarce in
mild Novembers, and this season they were
noted only in Erie, Huntingdon (early on
10/8), and Lancaster by the end of the season.

There wasn’t much happening among
gparrows, either. The only rarities were two
reports of Lark Sparrow: one in Bucks
8/20-23 and one in Bedford 11/25. A few
compilers noted thelack of American Tree
Sparrows in November. Clay-colored
Sparrow was one exception to the boring
fall season for thisfamily, with reports of 14
birds from 10 different counties, annotated
in full in the Birds of Note section. Vesper
Sparrow seemed to be reported fairly well
judging by county reports, but Grasshopper
Sparrows seemed to disappear quickly,
with many of the later-season reports made
via nocturna flight cal monitoring, and
very little reported at al after September.
Onewas till in Delaware 11/17-18.

Nelson’s Sparrows were noted in five
counties.  Bucks, Montgomery, and
Philadelphia, in which counties they are
more or lessannual (or at least unsurprising)
in the fall, but dso in McKean 10/6 and in
Westmoreland 9/27-29, where they are il
decidedly rare. Both Fox Sparrow and
Lincoln’s Sparrow had good seasons,
including a late bird of the latter speciesin
Montgomery 11/7 and another quite late one
in Lebanon 11/25. A few unusualy early
Dark-eyed Juncoswere detected: 3 birdsin
Philadelphia on the extraordinary date of
8/17, and one in Somerset 9/4. Yellow-
breasted Chat was detected in 12 counties,
including late birdsin Chester 10/20 and one
on the campus of Temple University in
Philadelphia 9/13-10/16.

A flock of Bobalinks in Montgomery
reached 150 birds 9/6, and one late bird was
found in the same county 10/22. An
extraordinarily late Orchard Oriole was
found in York 11/12, quite probably the
latest ever Orchard Oriole for Pennsylvania.
More expected in November, though of
course ill very rare, were Baltimore
Orioles in Chester, Indiana (two different
birds), and Philadelphia, the last remaining
to the end of the season. Rusty Blackbirds
hed a fairly good showing by their modern
standard, though there were not many
reports of large flocks. Best were 160 in
McKean 10/8 and 150 in Crawford 10/24. A
Y ellow-headed Blackbird was a surprise at
Gull Point, Erie 11/13, where it was found
freely entering and exiting aduck trap to feed.

A few compilers commented that
warbler migration was fair to good, and
there wasindeed good reporting for many of
the expected species and the “mid-level
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rarities’ like Connecticut. Again most news
was made in the form of |ate dates. Golden-
winged Warbler was noted in 11 counties,
avery nice showing. Along with them were
Brewster’'s Warblers in Allegheny (2),
Huntingdon, and Westmoreland, and single
Lawrence's Warblers in Allegheny and
Fulton. Ovenbirds made it to mid-October
in three counties, and for once there were no
reports of them in odd locations in
Philadelphia late in the season. Worm-
eating Warblers were found in an above-
average seven counties, including one bird
banded in Chester on the late date of 10/5. A
well-described  Louisana Waterthrush
perssted in Huntingdon to 10/5, even more
extraordinarily late than the worm-eater on
the same date in Chester. A few Northern
Waterthrushes lingered late too, including
birdsin Allegheny to 10/17, Beaver to 10/16,
and one that remained in Erie to 11/5, which
set anew late date for that county by about a
month.

A few Prothonotary Warblers hung
on into August in Crawford and York, and
evidence of a used nest box was found in
Cumberland which would represent a new
breeding location for the species. Tennessee
Warblers were found in the first week of
November in Bucks, Fayette, and
Montgomery, and on 10/31 in Allegheny.
Orange-crowned Warbler was fairly
wide-spread, though the few reports made
before the second or third week of
September without documentation may be
taken with abit of agrain of salt, ashaslong
been mentioned in thisreport. One remained
in Chester to 11/21 and another was in
Lebanon the same day. A late Nashville
Warbler was noted in Butler 10/30. Both
Mourning and especidly Connecticut
Warbler were very well reported, the latter
in a least 25 counties. Both species were
gone by mid-October at the latest. One
Mourning made news in Cumberland by
setting a new early date 8/17, and another
Mourning banded in Erie 10/11 provided the
first October record for that county. A
MacGillivray’'s Warbler was reported
from Montgomery 10/4, with documentation
submitted to the records committee.
Kentucky Warblers quickly get lost after
summer, so reports from nine counties (five
in the west) provided a good fall season for
the doate. A Hooded Warbler in
Montgomery 10/27 wasrecord late there, and
an American Redgtart in Philadelphia 11/6
was a'so quite late but not record-setting.

Cape May Warbler, dong with the
other two budworm warblers, Tennessee
and Bay-breasted, had a relatively good
season. No truly remarkabl e counts of any of
the three were made but each was commonly
reported. Cerulean Warbler isanother that
gets hard to find after July, so reports form
15 counties was aso representative of a
good season statewide. Most interesting was
probably the one ill in Potter 9/10. A
Northern Parula struck a window in
Montgomery 10/27 but survived, and
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another late bird wasin Chester 11/20. Very
late, especidly in the west, wasaMagnolia
Warbler in Allegheny 11/6, but this was
bested by abird that showed up in Lancaster
the next day, 11/7. A Blackburnian
Warbler in Erie 10/15 established another
record | ate date for that county, and one was
asoin Philadelphia 10/19.

Y et another record setter for Eriewas a
Black-throated Blue Warbler 11/19, this
one beating al othersin the state; next-latest
was a black-throated blue in Philadelphia
11/17. November Palm Warblers were
noted as lae in Allegheny, Clarion,
Crawford, and Juniata, and they aso stayed
well into November in Montgomery and
Chegter. An early Yelow-rumped Warbler
was in Montgomery 8/18, and a late-staying
Prairie Warbler was ill in Sullivan 10/13.
Extremely late was a Black-throated Green
Warbler ill in Philadephia 11/28. A
Swainson’s Warbler remained in Indiana
from the summer to 8/3. Both Canada
Warbler and Wilson’sWarbler were pretty
well reported from around the state; among
them only a Wilson's in Lancaster 11/6 was
far out of its normal migration window.

Summer Tanagers were noted in
Chester 9/11 and in Cumberland 9/17. The
603 Rose-breasted Grosheaks at Hawk
Mountain nearly broke their season record,
mainly on the strength of big flights of 180
on 9/25 and 189 on 9/27. Blue Grosbeaks
were noted in 11 counties, mostly
continuing in the vicinity of breeding areas
in August (including in Allegheny), but a
handful of obvious migrations were noted
though mid-October, and one bird in
Philadelphia 11/23, close to setting a new
late date for al of Pennsylvania, though
there is at least one December record, and
one true winter record in January 2018.
Dickcissel had another great season and
perhaps no longer warrants annotation in the
fall season Birds of Note, but this season’s
sightings from 14 counties are listed there at
least one more time this year.

7762 Maumee Western Road

Maumee, OH 43537
pomarine@earthlink.net
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Birds of Note— August through November 2021

This report summarizes unexpected species reported in Pennsylvania for this period. As a general rule birds must have been recorded in five
or fewer counties to qualify for inclusion here, but rare species recorded more frequently, or irregular species exhibiting an unusual seasonal
occurrence, are also included. “Listserv” indicates records deemed credible which were gleaned from the PABIRDS listserv for counties with
no reporting compiler. “eBird” indicates valid records deemed credible which were entered into the eBird database for counties with no

reporting compiler.

An * denotes species on the Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee (PORC) Review List. Details or descriptions that are submitted
for species on the PORC Review List will be reviewed by the committee. The terms “no doc” and “doc submitted” indicate whether
documentation has been submitted on reports of Review List species listed herein; “no doc” indicates that no documentation was known to
have been submitted as of the time of writing. The PORC Review List can be found at the PSO web site <http://www.pabirds.org>.

Birds in Italic typeface are uncommon or rare, but occur during this time period in most years.

Birds in Underlined typeface occur at least 4 to 7 out of 10 years during this time period.

Birds in Italic and Underlined typeface occur fewer than 4 to 7 out of 10 years during this time period.

Birds in Normal typeface are noteworthy for rarity, but are recorded annually, usually in more than one county.

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck* — Dauphin: one on Susquehanna
River at Liverpool 9/11 (Dave Barnes, no doc); Schuylkill:
one flew past Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 8/23 (Bracken
Brown, et al., no doc).

Ross's Goose — Bucks: one a Core Creek Park 11/20 through
season (ph. Dawn Denner); Schuylkill: one flew past Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary 11/23 (Hawk Mountain Data);
Westmoreland: one at Lake Eron 10/12 (Alex Busato).

Greater White-fronted Goose — Berks. one a Breneman's
Quarry 10/31 (Rudy Keller); Chester: 6 at Glenville Farm
Pond 11/23 (Ross Gallardy, David Medler) and 3 at Struble
Lake 11/28 (Larry Lewis); Crawford: 2 at Miller Ponds 11/27
(Brian Miller); Montgomery: one at Norristown Farm Park
10/22-11/11 (Scott Godshall) and one at Green Lane Park
11/25 to end of period (Dave Belford); Northampton: one at
Silver Crest Rd. 10/30 (Michael Schall).

Brant — Bucks: one at Yardley 9/26 (Kathryn Helland) and one
(perhaps same) at Core Creek Park 10/3 (ph. Mark
Gallagher); Carbon: one at Beltzville SP 10/30 (Rich Rehrig,
eBird); Pike 21 a Lake Wallenpaupack 10/27 (Chris
Fischer).

Trumpeter Swan — Crawford: one at Sugar Lake 9/30 (Mark
Strittmatter, John Taylor), one a Deer Run Trail at Erie NWR
10/1 (Alglandra Lewandowski) and 10/10 (Bill Wilkinson),
and 4 at SGL 69 on 11/15-26 (Algjandra Lewandowski, Karen
Prager); Cumberland: 5 continued at Kuhn Lake to 10/7
(m.ob.) and 4 of the group later at Big Spring Creek 10/11
(Rebecca Payne); Eriee 2 a Howard Eaton Reservoir
continued from summer through season (m.ob.); Franklin:
one at KEEF 11/1 (Bill Oyler, Kyle Rambo) and one at a
pond on White Church Road 11/21 (Bill Oyler); Fulton: one
a Boy Scout Road 6/18-8/1 (Deb Grove, Greg Grove);
Lancaster: present at Middle Creek WMA 10/24-31 (m.ob.);
Lebanon: 2 continued from summer to 8/19 at Middle Creek
WMA (Shea Tiller); Monroe: one throughout season at
Pocono Summit area (m.ob.); Pike: one continued from
summer at Promised Land SP (m.ob.).

Harlequin Duck* — Erie: one flew past Sunset Point 11/27 (Jerry
McWilliams, Roger Donn, no doc);

Eared Grebe* — Bucks: one a Peace Valey Park 11/25 (ph.
Henry D’ Alessandro, ph. August Mirabella, doc submitted);

Eurasian Coallared-Dove — Berks: present through mid-Sep in
Sharlesville, high count was 5 on 9/15 (Jeff Vinosky);
Franklin: through season at established |ocations, high was 19
at Greencastle Reservoir 11/24 (Kyle Rambo).

Rufous Hummingbird — Cambria: one continued from summer at
feeder in Johnstown to mid-Oct (fide Tina Alianiello);

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

237

Chester: one in Pottstown 11/9 was banded 11/14 (fide Rick
Robinson); Juniata: one at feeder in Richfield (Norann
Kauffman) was present from late Oct through Nov, banded
11/10; Northampton: one banded at Easton 11/28 (Sandy
Lockerman).

Selasphorus sp. — Jefferson: one in Ringgold 10/25-11/9 (John
and Avis Keener).

Calliope Hummingbird* — Berks: one a Nolde Forest
Environmental Education Center 11/13-21, banded 11/17
(Sandy Lockerman, doc submitted).

Yellow Rail* — Somerset: one on Amish farm 9/21-27 (fide Jeff
Payne, no doc).

Purple Gallinule* — Centre: one freshly dead of apparent window
collision at auto parts store in Millheim 11/6 (Susan Haney,
doc submitted).

Black-necked Stilt* — Crawford: one at Miller Ponds 8/16-20
(Tomas Nonnenmacher, m.ob., doc submitted); Mercer: one
a Shenango propagation area 8/12 (Jm Mondok, doc
submitted).

American Avocet — Dauphin: one at Susquehanna River Heritage
Park 8/14 (Steve Schmit); Delaware: one at Hog Island 9/6
(John Zygmunt, Al Guarente, Damon Orsetti); Erie: one at
Gull Point 8/14 (Roger Donn), another there 8/30 (Mary
Birdsong), and one at mouth of Elk Creek 10/5 (Brian Gula
fide Roger Donn); Lancaster: one at Middle Creek WMA 8/4
(Jm Fiorentino, m.ob.); Westmoreland: one at Keystone SP
10/21 (Steve Wagner); York: 2 a Lake Redman 9/6 (Bob
Reiter et al.).

Piping Plover* — Erie: at Gull Point from summer to 8/31 (Jerry
McWilliams, Mary Birdsong, doc previously accepted).

Upland Sandpiper — Lancaster: up to 3 at Lancaster Airport 8/5-
14 (Zach Millen, et al.); Montgomery: flight calls recorded
over Elkins Park 9/3 (Paul Driver) and Franconia Twp. 9/10
(Scott Godshall).

Whimbre — Erie: season total of 5 at Gull Point 8/14-9/5 (Roger
Donn); Monroe: one at Mount Pocono Airport 9/5 (Jonathan
Debalko)

Marbled Godwit — Erie: injured bird at Gull Point 9/8 (Angelica
Billings, Steven Klingler).

Ruddy Turnstone — Delaware: at Hog Island 8/7, 8/18 and 9/2
(m.ob.); Erie: one or 2 a Gull Point 8/13-9/11 (m.ob.);
Lancaster: singles at Middle Creek WMA 8/17 (Bruce Carl,
m.ob.) and Conejohela Flats 8/18 (Zach Millen); Lebanon:
one a Reistville flooded fields 9/20-29 (Jonathan Heller, Ted
Nichols, Jeff Vinosky).

Red Knot — Erie: one or 2 at Gull Point 8/14-10/4 (m.ob.).
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Purple Sandpiper — Erie: one flew past Sunset Point 11/14
(Steven Schmit, Sara Busch).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper — Erie; one at Gull Point 9/28 (Eric
Hall); Lancaster: juvenilesin farmland near Witmer 9/2 (Zach
Millen) and Voganville 9/14 (Ervin Martin, m.ob.); Monroe:
one a Mount Pocono Airport 9/21 (Bruce Johnson).

Western Sandpiper — Chester: one at Glenville Farm Pond 8/1
(Chad Hutchinson); Delaware: one at Hog Island 9/10 (Al
Guarente); Lancaster: one at Middle Creek WMA 8/11
(Daniel Hinnesbusch); Pike: one a Delaware Water Gap
NRA 9/11 (Diane Husic); McKean: one at Sugar Bay 11/4-6
(Matthew Schenck, Susan Schenck, eBird); Schuylkill: one at
Landingville Dam and Marsh 8/18 (Thomas Buehl Jr., Tonia
Jordan).

Long-billed Dowitcher — Adams: one a Hamilton Community
Park 10/3-9 (Alan MacEachren, m.ob.); Bucks: one at
Bradford Dam 10/7-16 (ph. Gail Johnson); Clearfield: adult at
Platt Road Swamp 8/14 (Doug Graham, John Forcey); Erie:
one a Gull Point 9/23 and 9/25 (Eric Hall, Pete Fenner);
Lebanon: one at Fox and Prescott Road 9/2 (Frank Haas);
Mercer: one at Jamestown 8/28 (Michael Williams); Mifflin:
one at Waynesburg Road 9/19-22 (Jon Kauffman); Monroe:
one a Mount Pocono Airport 9/11-14 (Bruce Johnson);
Northampton: one at retention pond on Rte. 329 near
Jacksonville Park 10/6 (Jeff Hopkins).

Willet — Delaware: one a Hog Island 8/13 (Jason Horn); Erie:
present at Gull Point 8/6-15 including 13 on 8/12 (Mary
Birdsong).

Wilson’s Phalar ope — Chester: one at Glenville Farm Pond 9/27-
28 (John McNamara) and 10/5 (Jason Horn); Indiana: one at
Yellow Creek SP 8/8-12 (Amy Henrici); Lancaster: one at
Middle Creek WMA 8/29 (Bruce Carl); Lebanon: one at
Reistville flooded fields 10/9-11 (Jonathan Heller, Joe Wolf,
Rita Stima, Laura Richmond); Northampton: one or 2 at
Green Pond 8/8-14 (Dave DeReamus, Adam Miller).

Red-necked Phalar ope — Bucks: one at Bradford Dam 9/2-3 (ph.
Gail Johnson); Chester: 2 at Marsh Creek SP 9/2 (Larry
Lewis); Lawrence: one a Voser Road 8/21 (Mark Vass);
Lebanon: one at Quittapahilla Educational Wetlands 9/6
(Jonathan Heller); Washington: one at Canonsburg L ake 9/22-
23 (John Flannigan).

Red Phalarope* — Montgomery: one at Wissahickon Waterfowl
Preserve 9/10-12 (Jack McBrearty, doc submitted).

Parasitic Jaeger* — Erie: an adult and an immature at Gull Point
11/18 (Eric Hall, doc submitted) and one sub-adult flew past
Sunset Point 11/27 (Jason Horn, Steve Schmit, no doc);
Lycoming: one a Greevy Road boat launch 9/1 (Bobby
Brown, doc submitted).

Pomarine Jaeger* — Erie: dark morph flew past Sunset Point
11/27 (Jason Horn, Steve Schmit, no doc).

Jaeger sp. — Erie: one off Presque Isle 10/16 (Jason Bojczyk),
another off Presgue Isle 10/26 (Jason Bojczyk), and one off
Gull Point 11/28 may have been the same Pomarine from the
day before but view was inconclusive (Jason Horn, Steve
Schmit).

Black-legged Kittiwake* — Franklin: one juvenile at Kriner Road
Retention Ponds 9/5-6 (Chris Blazo, m.ab., doc submitted).

Little Gull — Erie: one a channel at Presque Isle 11/26 (Jason
Horn, Steve Schmit);

Franklin’s Gull* — Bucks: one at Penn-Warner Tract 10/8 (Jim
Hartley, no doc); Indiana: one at Yellow Creek SP 11/14
(Margaret Higbee, Roger Higbee, doc submitted).

Glaucous Gull — Erie: one at south pier a Presque Isle 11/28
(SaraBusch).
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Gull-billed Tern* — Delaware: 2 a Hog Island on 8/11 (Adrian
Binns, doc submitted) and 8/16 (Micah Muldowney, doc
submitted); Philadelphia: one at Pennypack on the Delaware
8/19 (Patrick McGill, doc submitted).

Black Tern — Bucks: one at Peace Valey Park 8/5 (Edward
Dolan); Butler: one at Lake Arthur 9/7 (Karen Delaney);
Chester: 4 at Struble Lake 8/18 (Larry Lewis); Clarion: one at
Kahle Lake 8/17 (Eric Schill, Jerry Stanley); Crawford: one at
Miller Ponds 8/9 (Isaac Field); Delaware: seen at Hog Island
seven days 8/13-29 (m.ob.) with high of 20 on 8/19 (Sara
Busch); Fayette: 9 at Greenlick Run Lake 9/1 (Shannon
Thompson, m.ob.); Franklin: one a Antrim Commons Ponds
9/5 (Missy Cutchall); Lancaster: 12 at Middle Creek WMA
8/12 (Alice Simmons) and at least 24 at Conejohela Flats 8/18
(Zach Millen); Lawrence: one at Shaner Road marsh 9/5
(Tom Pinter); Lycoming: one a Rose Valley Lake 8/12
(Bobby Brown, Rebecca Brown); Philadelphia: present at
Navy Yard 9/9-10 (Ben Filrels, Holger Pflicke, Rich Ziegler)
and one at Fort Mifflin 8/14 (Martin Dellwo, Patrick McGill);
Pikee one a Shohola WMA 8/18 (Alexsis Neenan);
Schuylkill: one or 2 at Landingville Dam and Marsh 8/14-17
(Thomas Buehl Jr., Tonia Jordan, Dave Rieger); Tioga: one at
Webster Road 8/1 (Lisa Doud); Venango: one at Kahle Lake
8/17 and 9/1 (Jerry Stanley); York: singles at Gifford Pinchot
SP 8/18 (David Arrow, Christian and Henry Schelbe) and
Long Arm Reservoir 9/14 (Jacob Owings).

Magnificent Frigatebird* — Luzerne: one on Susguehanna River
near Pittston 9/23 (Rick Kova, Wendy Koval, eBird, doc
submitted); Venango: one seen during nighthawk watch at Oil
City Marina 9/5 (Gary Edwards, Jim Wilson, Meg Kolodick,
Nick Kolodick, Dennis Beaver, no doc).

Anhinga* — Montgomery: one at Knight Lake, Green Lane Park
8/29 and 8/31-9/2 (James Funk, Barbara Hostetler, doc
submitted).

Great Cormorant — Berks: one at Lake Ontelaunee 10/26 (Matt
Wilasniewski); Bucks. one at Bristol 11/23 (Eric Zawatski)
and 2 at Neshaminy S.P. 11/28 (Scott Godshall).

Least Bittern — Delaware: one at Hog Island 8/3 (Adrian Binns,
Al Guarente, Sara Busch), one at John Heinz NWR 8/14
(John Zygmunt) and one at Memoria Park and Minera Hill
8/18 (Micah Muldowney); Montgomery: nocturnal flight calls
recorded at Franconia Twp. 9/10 and 9/28 (Scott Godshall);
Philadelphia: 4 at Southwest Water Treatment Plant 8/6-27
indicating successful breeding (Debbie Beer, Holger Pflicke,
Victoria Sindlinger) and one in South Philadelphia 9/19.

Snowy Egret — Bucks: one at Core Creek Park 10/2 (Dawn
Denner) was relocated at Silver Lake Park and stayed to 10/27
(Dawn Denner); Dauphin: one at Wildwood Lake 8/6-11
(Steve Schmit, et a.); Delaware noted at Brandywine
Conservancy 8/17 (Kevin Fryberger), a John Heinz NWR
8/20 (Sara Busch) and 9/10 (Tina Woods), and a Governor
Printz Park 9/18 (Micah Muldowney); Lancaster: one at
Speedwell Forge County Park 8/6 (Elaine Phipps);
Montgomery: one at Norrissown Dam 9/4-8 (Sara Busch);
York: one at Lake Redman 8/25-9/2 (Anne Murren, Robin
Smith, et a.).

Little Blue Heron — Berks: one at Blue Marsh Lake 8/27-31 (Joan
Silagy); Bucks: up to 2 at Bradford Dam 8/7-9/18 (Richard
Smith, Vinobha Pannerselvam, m.ob.); Chester: present at
four locations through 8/31 (m.ob.); Cumberland: one at
Cabin Road in SGL 169 on 8/19 (Chris Payne, Dave Kerr);
Delaware: noted at Springton Reservoir, John Heinz NWR,
and Hog Idand in Aug and Sep (m.ob.); Fayette: one
immature at Mill Run Reservoir 8/12 (EJ Regula); Franklin: 5
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continued from summer a Mountain Road until the last
disappeared after 8/20 (m.ob.); Indiana: one a Yellow Creek
SP 8/11-10/13 (Tina Alianiello, m.ob.); Lancaster: numerous
reports of up to 7 a multiple locations through 9/26 (m.ob.);
Luzerne: one a Plymouth Flats 8/1-3 (Jonathan DeBalko,
eBird); Montgomery: one at Wissahickon Waterfowl Preserve
9/12-26 (Curt Dunn); Somerset: one a Quemahoning
Reservoir 8/13-9/2 (Linda Greble, m.ob.); York: 4 at Lake
Redman 8/1-9/9 (m.ob.) and one at Codorus SP 8/5-9/1 (Evan
Vaeth).

Tricolored Heron* — Allegheny: one at Imperial 8/6 (Mark Vass,
no doc); Chester: one a Schuylkill River Trail 8/2 (Rick
Keyser, doc submitted) and one at Octoraro Reservoir 8/6
(Larry Lewis, no doc); Delaware: at John Heinz NWR on
four dates 8/8-22 (Damon Orsetti, m.ob., doc submitted),
same hird as in Philadelphia; Lancaster: up to 3 at
Conejohela Flats 8/1-15 (Meredith Lombard, doc submitted),
one a Middle Creek WMA to 8/23 (Steve Ferreri, doc
submitted), and one at Octoraro Reservoir 8/6 (Larry Lewis,
no doc), same bird as in Chester; Philadelphia: one a John
Heinz NWR to 9/5 and 2 there 8/7-9 (m.ob., doc submitted).

Cattle Egret* — Berks: one along Richmond Road in Fleetwood
11/8 (Russell Hoffman); Bucks: one at Penn-Warner Tract
10/24 (ph. Dawn Denner) and 4 there 10/31 (Andrew
Harrington); Butler: one at Lake Arthur 11/18 (Martin Carlin,
doc submitted); Centre: one at Fairbrook Wetlands 11/17-19
(N. Scott Parkhill, doc submitted); Chester: one at
Landenberg 11/23-24 (Michael Hartshorne); Clinton: one
perched on car hood at residence in Swissdale 8/11 (Jim
Kahler, no doc); Cumberland: 3 at Children's Lake 11/1
(Andrew Dapkins, Doris Brookens, Scott Brookens, Steve
Brookens, Dave Kerr), 10 flew over west of Huntsdale 11/1
(Jeff Payne, Rebecca Payne), and one mixed with cattle at
Huntsdale 11/2 (Rebecca Payne); Erie: one believed to have
been struck by car in Edinboro 11/10 was rehabbed and
released (fide Sarah Sargent, no doc), and one in yard in
Northeast 11/18 (Kathy Wheller, doc submitted); Franklin:
one at Rowe Run Road 10/30 (Bill Oyler, Chris Payne, doc
submitted) and one seen along Interstate 81 near Scotland
11/1 (Caroline Blizzard, Becky Wilson, Bob Koontz, Kyle
Rambo, doc submitted); Greene: one on farm in Center Twp.
11/21 (Debbie Householder, no doc); Lancaster: one at
Mountville 8/21-9/1 (Stan Stahl); Lebanon: one at Fox and
Prescott Road 10/27 (Rita Stima, Pat and Richard Williams)
and one at Mt. Pleasant Road 11/7-10 (Jonathan Heller, Ted
Nichols, Laura Richmond, Robert Peda); Lehigh: one at
Krocks Rd. 11/14 (James Funk, eBird); Lycoming: one at
Rose Valey Lake 11/12 (Bobby Brown, et a., doc
submitted); Mifflin: one at farm on Roy | Road 10/31
(Christopher  Yoder, John David Byler, no doc);
Northampton: 12 at Hollo Road 10/31 (Ryan Goodine) and 2
a Bethlehem Municipa Twp. Park 11/6 (Dennis Glew);
Philadelphia: 2 at John Heinz NWR 10/30 (Rich Ziegler, et
a.) and one a Pennypack on the Delaware 10/31 (Holger
Pflicke); Pike: 2 at Lake Wallenpaupack 11/13 (Chris Fischer,
Bradley White, doc submitted); Schuylkill: one at Locust Lake
SP 10/30-11/4 (m.ob., doc submitted); Venango: one at
Moody Pond 11/12 (Jeff Hall, no doc).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — Bucks: one at Nockamixon SP
9/11-19 (ph. Joseph Woodmansee, Karen Woodmansee);
Chester: one at Glenville Farm Pond 8/12-31 (Adam Bartles);
Clearfield: one at SGL 87 on 10/17 (Kira Smith, Nick Voris);
Clinton: one a Mill Hal 9/1 (Charles and Carol Hildebrand,
Sarah Lindgren, Matthew Schenck); Lancaster: one at Middle
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Creek WMA 8/7 to end of Aug (Adam Bartles); Montour: one
or 2 a Montour Preserve 8/4-9/23 (John Peeler, Anderson
Robert); Perry: one at Heritage Park 8/15 (ph. Dave Ker,
eBird).

Roseate Spoonbill* — Cumberland: one continued from summer at
pond a Big Spring Creek to 9/18 (m.ob., doc submitted);
Lancaster: one a Chestnut Grove Natural Area 8/25
(Meredith Lombard, doc submitted).

White lbis* — Lancaster: one continued from summer at
Conejohela Flats to 8/3 (Meredith Lombard, doc submitted).

White-faced Ibis* — Chester: one at Glenville Farm Pond 9/17-18
(Zach Baer, doc submitted).

Glossy | bis— Bucks: one at Core Creek Park 8/18 (Kris Koch) and
one a Bradford Dam 8/28 (Vinobha Pannerselvam);
Delaware: one at Hog Island 8/4 (Adrian Binns, Al Guarente,
Sara Busch) and 8/19 (Al Guarente); Lancaster: one at
Middle Creek WMA 9/3 (Joe Wolf); Montgomery: 2 at
Wissahickon Waterfowl Preserve 8/11-12 (Kristen Jensen).

Swallow-tailed Kite* — Centre: photographed over Bald Eagle SP
8/1 (ph. Robert Snyder, Bill Fatula); Delaware: one at Tyler
Arboretum 7/31-8/18 (Jenni Tuliszewski, doc submitted).

Snowy Owl — Erie: immature in west Millcreek Twp. 11/16-25
(fide Susan Smith).

Long-eared Owl — Juniata: one heard on private property 11/27
(Mike Fournier).

Say’s Phoebe* — Montgomery: one at Dixon Meadow Preserve
and nearby Erdenheim Farm 11/11 (Jason Fehon, doc
submitted) was seen again in Dec; Northampton: one at
Housenick Memoria Park 9/14 (Linda Freedman, doc
submitted).

Northern Shrike — Centre: one at Bald Eagle SP 11/11 (Laban
Wenger); Clarion: one at Mount Zion/Piney Tract 11/4 (Mike
Weible); Clearfield: one at Cook Forest 11/29 (John Forcey);
Crawford: one a SGL 122 on 1130 (Aleandra
Lewandowski); Erie: one a SGL 109 in Waterford 11/21
(Robert Scribner); Lycoming: one at Rose Valley Lake 10/23
remained to 10/31 and was eventually joined by a second bird
(Bobby Brown, Deb Brown); Montour: one returned to
Stamm Rd. 113 for the fifth consecutive year (Karol
Pasquinelli); Northampton: one at Ballas Park 11/13 through
period (Joe Yuhas) and one at Martins Creek Environmental
Preserve 11/21 through the period (Michael Schall, Corinne
Campbell Schall); Tioga: one at Leonard Harrison SP 10/23
(Kiley Birgensmith).

Sedge Wren — Allegheny: one at Hartwood Acres 9/5-6 (David
Yeany I1); Bucks: one at Pine Run Dam 10/17 (Jason Horn,
Matthew Sabatine); Montgomery: one a  Wissahickon
Waterfowl Preserve 9/12-19 (vr. Redmond Brubaker) and one
a Gwynedd Wildlife Preserve 10/3-4 (Rebecca Wilson);
Philadelphia: one a Benjamin Rush SP 9/25 (Patrick
McGill).

Evening Grosbeak — Northumberland: 2 at feeder in Riverside
11/20 (Blair Carbaugh, Mary Carbaugh).

Red Crosshill — Centre: one at Scotia Barrens Pond 8/11 (Joe
Gyekis); Clearfield: one at SGL 77 on 11/20 (Dan Richards);
Elk: heard in Jones Twp. 11/14 and 4 seen there 11/20
(Brendyn Baptiste); Monroe: one at Goldsboro SP 11/20 (Jon
Mularcyzk) and 3 a Mount Pocono Airport 11/20 (Bruce
Johnson); Schuylkill: 10 at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 11/29
(Scott Godshall, Richard Horwitz).

Clay-colored Sparrow — Bucks: one at Doylestown’s Central Park
9/19-20 (Nickie Goldstein, Andrew Harrington) and one at
Pine Run Dam 9/29 (Jason Horn); Chester: one at Waterloo
Mills Preserve 10/4 (Kevin Fryberger); Cumberland: one at
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Winding Hills Nature Trail 11/28 (Brett Matlock); Lancaster:
one near Voganville 11/11 (Ervin Martin); Lehigh: one at
Krocks Rd. 10/8 (James Funk, eBird); Lycoming: one at
Robert Porter Allen Natural Area 9/26 (Bobby Brown,
Rebecca Brown); Montgomery: one a Dixon Meadow
Preserve 10/14-24 (Jason Fehon) and one at Pennypack
Ecologicad Restoration Trust 10/18-23 (Mike Anderson);
Philadelphia: one at Pennypack on the Delaware 9/25-11/23
(m.ob.), one at Houston Meadow 11/4 (Marjorie Keefe), and
one detected nocturnally over South Philadelphia 10/14
(Holger Pflicke); Tioga: one at Cavanagh Natural Trail 10/15
(Bruce Carl); Westmoreland: one captured at Powdermill
Nature 10/2.

Lark Sparrow* — Bedford: one at Pensyl Hollow 11/25 (Stacey
Lehman, no doc); Bucks: one at Maple Knoll Farms 8/20-23
(ph. Richard Smith, doc submitted).

Nelson’s Sparrow — Bucks: one a Bradford Dam 10/7-11/1 (ph.
August Mirabella), one or 2 at Pine Run Dam 10/7-31 (Sara
Busch), and one at Penn-Warner Tract 10/7 (Jim Hartley);
McKean: one at Shawmut Trail 10/6 (Matthew Schenck,
Susan Schenck, eBird); Montgomery: one at Dixon Meadow
Preserve 11/7-10 (Dave Beéford); Philadelphia one at
Pennypack on the Delaware 9/29 (Liam Hart) and one there
10/30 (Peatrick McGill); Westmoreland: one at Donegal Lake
9/27-29 (Shannon Thompson).

Yellow-headed Blackbird* — Erie: one immature feeding in a duck
trap (without actually being trapped) at Gull Point 11/13
(Justin Berkheimer, Jerry McWilliams, doc submitted).

Golden-winged Warbler — Allegheny: one at Frick Park 8/15
(Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon) and again 9/4 (Charity
Kheshgi); Berks/Schuylkill: one at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
9/3 (Rudy Keller, et a.); Butler: one at Lake Arthur North
Shore 9/2 (Glenn Koppel, Mary Alice Koeneke); Chester: one
a Marsh Creek SP 9/17 (Larry Lewis); Lancaster: one at
Chestnut Grove Natura Area 9/19 (Keath Leidich);
Montgomery: one at Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust
8/19 (Paul Driver); Perry: one a Waggoner's Gap 8/31
(Brandon Brogle, eBird); Philadelphia: one at Carpenter's
Woods 8/25 (Patrick McGill) and one at Pennypack Park 9/7
(William Buzzard); Susquehanna: one in yard near Dimock
9/1 (Joyce Stone); Westmoreland: one captured at Powdermill
Nature Reserve 9/12 (PNR staff); York: singles at Rocky
Ridge County Park 8/23 (Frank Blum) and Codorus SP 9/6
(Evan Vaeth).

Brewster's Warbler — Allegheny: one at Beechwood Farms 9/3
(Amy Henrici, Pat McShea) and one at Frick Park 9/10 (Alex
Busato); Huntingdon: one at Stone Valey Rec. Area 8/1
(Chase Cammarota); Westmoreland: one at Pleasant Valley
Park 9/15 (ph. Alex Busato).

Lawrence's Warbler — Allegheny: one at Deer Lakes Park 8/28
(David Yeany Il); Fulton: one at Wells Tannery 9/4 (Tracy
Mosebey).

MacGillivray's Warbler* — Montgomery: one a Pennypack
Ecological Restoration Trust 10/4 (ph., vr. Paul Driver, doc
submitted).

Swainson’'s Warbler* — Indiana: one continued from summer
along West Penn Trail to 8/3 (Dennis Lauffer, doc previously
submitted).

Summer Tanager* — Chester: female at private residence in
Kennett Square 9/11 (Larry Lewis, no doc); Cumberland: one
at Elk Hill Road, Tuscarora SF 9/17 (Vern Gauthier, no doc).

Dickcissel — Berks: one at SGL 106 on 8/31 (Lee Simpson);
Bucks: one a Maple Knoll Farms 8/24 (Richard Smith,
Andrew Harrington, Mark Gallagher ph.) and one flyover at
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BRD 10/2 (Ross Gallardy); Centre: one on Penn State
University campus 9/20 (Julia Plummer) and one detected by
nocturna flight cal in Bellefonte 10/1 (Julia Plummer);
Chester: one at Bryn-coed 11/17 (Zach Baer) and there again
11/21 (Ross Gallardy, Chad Hutchinson, Brian Quindlen);
Delaware: one at Brookhaven 9/1 (Micah Muldowney); Erie:
one along Dead Pond Trail 10/5 (Nathan Hall); Lancaster:
one at Middle Creek WMA 8/2 (Joe Wolf); Monroe: one at
Skytop Lodge 9/25 (Rick Koval, m.ob.), and one at Cherry
Valey NWR 10/6 (Jon Mularcyzk); Montgomery: nocturnal
flight calls were recorded at Franconia Twp. 8/1 and 11/11
(both Scott Godshall); Northampton: one at Koch property
9/25 (Adam Smith); Philadelphia: 11 individuals recorded via
nocturna flight calls over South Philadelphia 9/7-10/14
(Holger Pflicke), 2 at Pennypack on the Delaware 9/3-10/31
(m.ob.), also noted at the Northeast Philadelphia Airport 8/29-
10/3 (m.ob.), Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park 10/2-15
(George Armistead, Todd Fellenbaum, Holger Pflicke), and
Bartram’s Garden 10/24 (Ben Filreis); Somerset: one at Flight
93 Memoria 8/13 (Steven Gasser); Susquehanna: one near
South Auburn 9/16 (Tom Boyle); Warren: one at Wenzel
Road 9/15 (Travis Suckow); York: one a Long Arm
Reservoir 8/3 (Jacob Owings).
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Photographic Highlights

Color printing

Sponsored by the Bird Screen
Company

( More photos inside back cover)

Young Wood Duck surprised near shore at Exton Park, Chester 4

August (Barry Blust)
Green-winged Teal transitioning into breeding plumage at Wingfield Common Mergansers on remains of old bridge, a remnant of the timber
Pines Nature Preserve, Allegheny 9 November. (Dean Newhouse) industry, on Tionesta Creek, Forest 9 August. (Tom Kuehl)

Probably a second record for Cambria, this showy Rufous This Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Best Station, Lehigh 22
Hummingbird was at a private location from mid-May to mid-October in September is utilizing a natural source of sugar, probably in exchange
2021 (here 2 August). (David Poder) for pollination. (John Good)
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Juvenile Pied-billed Grebe that consumed lots of fish and crayfish Black-necked Stilt provided first records in 3 western Pennsylvania

during its 4-day stay at Lake Redman, York, seen here 20 October. (Bob counties in 2021; following two first records in Lawrence and Butler, this

Reiter) first stilt for Mercer spent 12-14 (here 14) August at the Shenango
Wildlife Area Propagation Ponds. (John Flannigan)

American Golden-Plover at a retention pond (“..a magnet for One of FIVE new species for Mifflin (see Mifflin report), this Baird’s
shorebirds..”) on West Gremer Rd., Northampton 8 October. (Dave Sandpiper was present for one day only at Roy | Rd. 16 September.
DeReamus) (Jay Zook)

Another of the 5 new species for Mifflin, this Long-billed Dowitcher was Winter plumage Bonaparte’s Gull at Shenango Reservoir, Mercer 27
found by Amish farm boys on Waynesburg Rd, present 20-22 (here 21) November. (Michael David)

September. (Rob Dickerson)
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A first for Franklin, this Black-legged Kittiwake spent less than 24 Caspian Tern at Pymatuning SP, Crawford 25 August. (Mark
hours at the Kriner Rd. detention ponds, 5-6 (here 5) September, an McConaughy)

unusual location for a rarity usually found at Lake Erie or on larger inland

lakes. (Karena Johnson)

Following a night of heavy rain, this American Bittern was observed Probably the second record for Montgomery, this Anhinga was at Green
making a threat display in a flooded marsh at the Stone Valley Lane Park 29 (here 31) August-2 September, the only record in the state
Recreation Area, Huntingdon 28 September. (Mary Krupa) in 2021. (Barbara Hostetler)

Are Roseate Spoonbills now so common they have to share space with A Roseate Spoonbill was present for one day at Chestnut Grove

Great Egrets, as seen here at Laughlin Mill Pond Cumberland 29 Natural Area, Lancaster 25 August. (Meredith Lombard)
August? (Dale Bicksler)

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS 243 2021 -VOLUME 35NO. 4



The first Cattle Egret in over a decade in Lycoming, at Rose Valley Lake Clinton’s first Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, a juvenile, was found at

12 November. (David Brown) Mill Hall Borough Park 1 September, seen just that day. (Sarah
Lindgren)

Fledgling Ospreys on a cell tower at Beech Creek, Clinton 22 August. In two seasons of reporting (2019, 2021), the Bald Eagle Mt. Hawk

(Bob Snyder) Watch in Centre has tallied the two highest Golden Eagle counts ever

in the eastern flyway (over 340 both years); this eagle passed through
the snowflakes 26 November. (Nick Bolgiano)

Bald Eagle symmetry while landing on a stump at Lake Redman, York This Northern Shrike at Rose Valley Lake, Lycoming was presgnt 31
16 October. (Bob Reiter) October (here 6 November) through the end of the season, briefly in

presence of second shrike. (Bobby Brown)
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Philadelphia Vireo at Seneca, Venango 9 September showing the light Carolina Chickadee at Sygan Hill, Allegheny 6 November, near the

eyebrow, in contrast with the dark eyebrow of Red-eyed Vireos. (Meg northern edge of its range in western Pennsylvania. (Dean Newhouse)
Kolodick)

This Sedge Wren at Hartwood Acres County Park, Allegheny 5-6 (here Marsh Wren a bit late in the season at Smedly Track, Delaware 3
6) September was the fourth county record and first since 2012. (Dave November. (Al Guarente)

Brooke)

American Goldfinch in a thistle patch in the gardens at Kinzua Bridge An abundant and conspicuous migrant and winter resident, this White-
SP, McKean 7 August. (Tom Kuehl) throated Sparrow was at Hildacy Farm Preserve, Delaware 27

November. (Brian Byrnes)
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A rarity in Westmoreland, with less than 5 county records, this Nelson’s Lincoln’s Sparrow at Leaser Lake, Lehigh 19 September. (Liz

Sparrow was at Donegal Lake 29 September. (Mike Fialkovich) Brensinger)

Yellow Warbler at sunrise at Wingdfield Pines, Allegheny 20 September, Tennessee Warbler in the rain at Churchill Valley Greenway, Allegheny
a late fall date for this species. (William Berteotti) 3 October. (Christopher Turbert)

A much-desired fall warbler, this Connecticut Warbler was at Spring Female Northern Cardinal Exton, Chester 11 November. (Soumyajit
Mills, Centre 20 September. (Debra Rittelmann) Roy)
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Local Notes — August through Novembe

r 2021

Erie
Warren McKean Potter Tioga Bradford Susquehanna
Crawford Wayne
S
Forest Wyoming § "o
" Elk Cameron Sullivan X
€H1ango Lycoming %,) Pike
Clinton ©
Clarion | jefferson Luzerne
2 %6
; 2 2, Monroe
Clearfield Union A %
Butler Centre Carbon
Armstron \\g
a Snyder ﬁoge‘\a‘\
Beaver Indiana & o Schuylkill ) Northampton
KN Lehigh
S 6@'@ Dauphin
Allegheny Cambria/ Blair 3 Ny
S Berks
IS Perry
Westmoreland ~Z‘° Lebanon /140/}’ Bucks
@,
Washington Cumberland ’b@/}
Lancaster
Chester
Bedford [ § . Philadelphia
Greene Fayette Somerset LLS Franklin Adams York
Delaware
ABBREVIATION
BBS Breeding Bird Survey max maximum RBA Rare Bird Alert
CA. Conservation Area min minimum Res. Reservoir
CBC Christmas Bird Count m.ob. many observers Rte. Route
C.P. County Park Mt. (Mts.)  Mount/Mountain/Mountains SF State Forest
Cr. Creek NA Nature Area or Natural Area SGL State Game Land
etal. and others NF National Forest SP State Park
Ft. Fort NM National Monument S.T.P. Sewage Treatment Plant
G.C. Golf Course NP National Park subad(s). subadult(s)
G.P. Game Preserve NWR National Wildlife Refuge Twp. Township
Hwy. Highway PAMC Pennsylvania Migration Count VI voice recording
imm(s). immature(s) ph. Photographed vt. videotape
Jet. Junction Pt. Point WA Wildlife Area
juv(s). juvenal [plumage]; juvenile(s) R. River WMA Wildlife Management Area
L. Lake RA Recreational Area WRS Winter Raptor Survey

eBird Usage: Data for these reports and throughout this journal include observations collected from the eBird database <http://www.ebird.org>. Citation: eBird.
2012. eBird: An online database of bird distribution and abundance [web application]. eBird, Ithaca, New York. Available: http://www.ebird.org. (Accessed: 31
March 2014 abundance [web application]. eBird, Ithaca, New York. Available: http://www.ebird.org. (Accessed: 31 March 2014)

The following counties need a compiler: Bradford, McKean, Perry,
and Snyder.

Adams County

Locations: Freedom Twp Grasslands (FREE), Gettysburg College
(GC), Gettysburg National Military Park (GNMP), Hamiltonban
Community Park (HBCP), Long Pine Run Reservoir (LPRR), Michaux
State Forest (MSF), Mountain Rd (MTN), State Game Lands #249
(SGL).

In  southcentral Pennsylvania, the four month average
temperatures 2.5°F above normal, and rainfall was nearly 6 in. above
normal. Aug and Sep were the wet months, with nearly 9” of rain above
average for those two months. Oct was downright balmy at 6.6°F
above normal. After the record species count of 185 in fall 2020, this
fall's count of 162 fell back to the typical range.

Waterfowl were tough to find with just 16 species recorded. A pair
of Cackling Geese was photographed at GC 11/27 (LM, EV).
Observers at Orrtanna and LPRR reported a flock of 270 Tundra
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Swans 11/9 (BO, MS). Four Tundras were also at Ridge Rd.,
Cumberland Twp. 11/22 (CM). Up to 5 American Wigeon were at
LPRR 10/31-11/4 (RTGS, BK). Four reports of American Black Duck
from 10/12-11/18 (BK, DT, AW) were paced by a nice count of 26 at
LPRR 11/18 (BK). A single Northern Pintail 11/4 (BK) and a single
Lesser Scaup 11/9 (CW) at LPRR were the only reports for those
species. The 148 Bufflehead at LPRR 11/10 (BK) was a nice number
for Adams. A pair of Common Goldeneye was at LPRR 11/12-21 (AD,
BK, JK, RTGS).

Singles Pied-billed Grebes were at Carbaugh Res. and Lake Kay
11/2 (BK, AW). Up to two Ring-necked Pheasants were at SGL 10/12-
11/3 (DT). A Ruffed Grouse at MTN 11/1 (RDS) was the first seen in
about 20 years at that location, according to the observer. Top counts
of Wild Turkey were 17 at MTN 10/19 (RDS), 17 along Plank Rd. 9/17
(DP), and 18 at Orrtanna 11/28 (MS). After a strong showing of
Common Nighthawks in fall 2020, the maximum among of the six
reports this year was only two birds. Two Eastern-Whip-poor-wills
were at LPRR 8/21 (AS). A very late Ruby-throated Hummingbird
was at MTN 10/20-21 (RDS). This site has hosted Rufous
Hummingbird during the fall season in the past.
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Shorebird variety was better than usual for Adams, a
consequence of the heavy rainfall. Up to four Pectoral Sandpipers
were at HBCP 9/15-10/10 (m. ob.) and a 2 were at Mason-Dixon Farms
10/7 (AW). Reports of Semipalmated Sandpiper were made from
three sites 8/10-10/7 (TA, IC, AW); high count was 4 at GC 8/10 (TA,
IC). A great bird for the county, a Long-billed Dowitcher was at HBCP
10/3-9 (m.ob.). An American Woodcock was found at GNMP 10/24
(CM) and 2 Wilson’s Snipe were at HBCP 9/8-22 (TA). A nice count
of 4 Northern Harriers came from GNMP 11/16 (AW). Best Broad-
winged Hawk kettle was 31 birds over Virginia Mills 9/19 (TA). A
roosting Barn Owl at GNMP 10/13 (JP) was a nice find. Four reports
of Merlin 9/8-11/30 (TA, TB, AW) mirrored their increasing trend at
Pennsylvania hawkwatches. The only report of Peregrine Falcon was
a single at GNMP 8/7 (NK).

Highlight among flycatchers was 10 Eastern Wood-Pewees at
GNMP 8/17 (IC). Notable among vireos were 7 Blue-headed Vireo at
MICH 8/6 (JMB) and a Philadelphia Vireo at LPRR 9/26 (JC). The
Sachs Covered Bridge area produced 4 Bank Swallows 8/2 (TC). A
Purple Martin at GNMP 9/14 (RM) was getting late. The three reports
of Black-capped Chickadee 11/18-28 (MH, MS, MZ) were all from
higher elevations. Seven reports of Red-breasted Nuthatch 9/19-
11/21 (m. ob.) was nowhere near last year’s strong irruption. Singles
of Winter Wren were found at MTN, Ridge Rd., Cumberland Twp., and
Waynesboro Res. 11/11-25 (BK, CM, RDS). A trip to MICH 10/24
produced a number of small groups of Golden-crowned Kinglets
totaling of 20 birds (IG). A Gray-cheeked Thrush was at MICH 9/25
(KR). Four sites produced American Pipits 11/16-30 (CM, LM, EV,
AW). Higher counts were 60 on 11/16 (AW) and 40 on 11/30 (AW) at
GNMP. Three reports of Purple Finch spanned 10/13-11/13 (CJ, JH,
RDS) but none consisted of more than three birds. In contrast, a count
of 65 House Finches at LH 9/7 and 9/16 (CM) was noteworthy for
recent times. Pine Siskin went unreported.

A single Fox Sparrow was at a residence along Hanover Rd
10/17 (EE) and 2 were at Waynesboro Res. 11/9 (BK). An impressive
8 Vesper Sparrows were at FREE 10/19 (MS). Reports of up to 4
Savannah Sparrows came from three sites 10/18-11/7 (m. ob.).
Lincoln’s Sparrow singles were found along Mt. Hope Rd. 10/9 (TA,
IG) and SGL 10/12 (DT), and 2 were at GNMP 10/4-28 (CM, AW, DW).
Swamp Sparrows were limited to three sites 10/8-11/7 (m.ob.) and no
count exceeded three birds. Five reports of Bobolink 8/2-9/15 (TC,
SK, EV, AW) produced three double digit counts; 40 was the high at
FREE 8/2 (TC). That same visit to FREE 8/2 (TC) produced the top
count of 16 Eastern Meadowlark as well; they were reported from
seven sites in total (m.ob.). Sometimes missed in the fall, up to 3
Orchard Orioles were at Virginia Mills 8/4-13 (TA), Conversely,
Baltimore Oriole is rarely if ever missed, but there were no reports of
them this season.

The 24 species of warbler for the fall season was a reasonable
tally. A Worm-eating Warbler at Mt. Hope Rd. 8/7 (TC) was the only
one found. Likewise, Blue-winged Warbler and Kentucky Warbler
were limited to one report each, with singles at Carroll Valley 9/2 (CJ)
and Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve 8/3 (TC), respectively. A good
count of 14 Black-and-white Warblers was made at MICH 8/6 (JMB).
Some nice counts of Hooded Warbler included 10 at Strawberry Hill
Nature Preserve 8/3 (TC), 8 at Mt. Hope Rd 8/7 (TC), and 6 at MICH
8/25 (MCS). A Cerulean Warbler along Gordon Rd. 8/4 (TC) was a
good find. A nice total of 8 Pine Warblers was reported from LPRR
during a South Mtn. Audubon Society outing 10/2. A Canada Warbler
was detected at MICH 8/6 (JMB) and 2 were at MICH 8/25 (MCS). The
only Blue Grosbeak reported along Mt. Hope Rd. 8/8 (TA, IG).

Observers: Phil Keener, 198 Jacobs Street, East Berlin, PA 17316,
(717) 259-9984, pittche74@yahoo.com, Brett Anderson, Tony
Arnold, Jonah & Max Benningfield (JMB), Mike Bertram, Thomas
Birgensmith, Peggy Keating-Butler (PKB), John Carter, lan Clarke,
Matthew Cote, Thomas Cramer, Missy Cutshall, Angela Detweiler,
Dave Ebbitt, Eaton Ekarintaragun, lan Gardner, Carl Garner, Don &
Jennifer Gilbert (DJG), Susan Hubley, Matt Hunter, Caroline Jones,
Stefan Karkuff, Nathan Keen, Jeff Kenney, Emily Kissner, Bob Koontz,
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Cat M (CtM), Alan MacEachern, Linette Mansberger, Rick Miller,
Callan Murphy, David Myles, Bill Oyler, Dave Parmly, Chris Payne,
John Perry, Kyle Rambo, Michael S, Michael & Cheryl Saylor (MCS),
Annemarie Sciarra, Ralph & Deb Siefken (RDS), Donna Rose Smith
(DRS), Ron & Tracy-George Snyder (RTGS), Joel Springer, Kathy
Strayer, Danielle Tate (DTt), David Taylor, Evan Vaeth, Joel Wagner,
Christina Whiteway, David Wilkins, Andy Wilson, Jenny Wood (JWo),
Matt Zigler.

Allegheny County

Locations: Deer Lakes Park (DLP), Frick Park (FP), Imperial (IMP),
North Park (NP).

Favorable conditions in September resulted in a good variety of
migrants. The fall was quite mild to start with warm temperatures
lingering well into October. By the end of the month some cooler and
wetter weather arrived with thunderstorms and even a few tornados.

Two Cackling Geese were at Dashields Dam briefly 10/24 (MV).
Tundra Swans were right on schedule with reports in mid-Nov that
included 50 at Sharpsburg 11/18 (PB), an unknown number heard at
Duck Hollow 11/19 (DNe, NN), 125 at West Deer Twp. 11/19 (LC), 35
there again 11/22 (LC), and 4 at NP 11/22 (AF). Migrant waterfowl were
in small numbers this fall. A Blue-winged Teal was at Wingfield Pines
8/22 (ON), one was at IMP 8/30 (MV), one was at Janoski’s Farm 9/1
(MV), one was photographed in Oakmont 9/11 (LKi) and 3 were at
Wingfield Pines 9/26-10/12 (DNe, NN, m.ob.). A female Northern
Shoveler was at DLP 11/7-9 (CBa, et al.). An American Wigeon was
at IMP 10/16 (MV, RG). Two American Black Ducks were in Findlay
Twp. 11/15 (DBe). A Northern Pintail was at Janoski’s Farm in Findlay
Twp. 11/13-18 (MV, et al.) at a very small pond that the local Mallards
and Canada Geese frequent, but it does sometimes pull in other
species. A Green-winged Teal was photographed Restland-Lincoln
Cemetery in Monroeville 10/18 (CT) and one was photographed at
Janoski’'s Farm 10/15 (DBe).

Two Ring-necked Ducks were at IMP 10/23 (MV). Two
Bufflehead were at a pond in Restland-Lincoln Cemetery in
Monroeville 11/10 (CT) and 3 were at Duck Hollow 11/16 (LK). A great
count of 53 Common Mergansers were at Duck Hollow 11/19 (DNe,
NN). Ruddy Duck was well reported this fall. Two were at IMP 10/22
(MV), five were nearby on Trotter Lane 10/23 (MV), one was at
Restland-Lincoln Cemetery 10/26 (CT) and one was at Duck Hollow
11/15 (LK).

A Northern Bobwhite was in Crafton 11/10 (EG), obviously a
released bird but interesting to note. A number of Yellow-billed
Cuckoos were reported well into October. A similar pattern occurred
in the fall of 2018 when it seemed they were reported widely a bit late
in the fall. A late Black-billed Cuckoo was at Beechwood Farms 10/10
(STh, SuT). A late Ruby-throated Hummingbird was in Coraopolis
11/7 (fide BSh). An American Coot was at DLP 10/17 (eBird), 2 were
at NP 10/19-21 (AF), 2 were at Sewickley Riverfront Park 10/28 (AK)
and one was at Duck Hollow 11/2 (TM, NM).

Shorebirds were in short supply this fall. Single Semipalmated
Plovers were at IMP 8/14 and 9/6 (MV). Least Sandpipers were at
IMP 8/1-15 with a high count of 4 on 8/1 (MV, et al.). Other reports
were one at IMP 9/6 (MV), one photographed at a small pond at
Restland-Lincoln Cemetery in Monroeville 8/1 (CT), and one at NP 8/8
(eBird) and 9/22 (JCi). Single Pectoral Sandpipers were at IMP 8/7
(MF, MV) and 9/12 (MV). A Semipalmated Sandpiper at IMP 8/13
(MV) was the only report for the season. The only Greater Yellowlegs
reports 2 at NP 9/22 (eBird) and one at IMP 9/27 (MV). Reports of
Lesser Yellowlegs included 2 at IMP 8/8 (JCa), 5 there 8/15 (MV), 3
at NP 8/21 (eBird), and one at IMP 10/10 (MV). There were several
reports of shorebirds on late dates. A group of 26 Killdeer were in
Forward Twp. 11/19 (JF). A late Spotted Sandpiper was at Dashields
Dam 10/18-24 (MV, AF). Two Solitary Sandpipers were at Wingfield
Pines 10/8-12 (LN, et al.), one was at IMP 10/10 (MV) and one was at
Hardie’s Lake in Hampton Twp. 10/15 (RBu). A Wilson’s Snipe was
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at Hilltop Park in Collier Twp. 10/17 (LN). An American Woodcock
was flushed on Herr’s Island 10/28 (DNe, NN) and another was flushed
in O’hara Twp. 11/3 (eBird).

A Sterna tern was at Emsworth Dam on the Ohio River 8/8 (PB).
It was a Common or Forster’s but could not be identified to species. A
raft of 44 Double-crested Cormorants were at Duck Hollow 11/16
(LK). A Great Egret was a good find at Avenworth Community Park
8/8 (LN), one was at Wingfield Pines 8/8-30 (JF, m.ob.), one was at
Dashields Dam 9/5 (MV) and a late bird was spotted flying over NP
11/7 (SG). Coincidently, last fall a late bird was last reported on the
same date but in a different location. An immature Tricolored Heron
was at IMP 8/6 (MV) providing a first county record. This is a species
that was overdue for the county as we have recorded many of the other
vagrant herons. Unfortunately it was only seen for a few minutes before
flying off, so no other birders were fortunate to see it despite follow up
searches.

Four Black Vultures were at Peter’s Creek in Jefferson Borough
9/25 (JO, MJ, JF). There have been other reports at this location in
recent years. Two were in the Brighton Heights section of Pittsburgh
10/4 and 10/10 (LG) and one was in Bridgeville 11/9 (JO). Turkey
Vultures were present through the season. As expected, numbers
dropped in late Oct, and a few were present in Nov. An Osprey at
Oakmont 10/21 was a bit late (RBu). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers
seemed more common than usual this fall. For the second fall in a row,
an immature Red-headed Woodpecker was a nice find at Harrison
Hills Park 9/2 (DB). Merlins were fairly widespread during the season
with reports from 11 locations. An early bird was photographed in
Wexford 8/14 (eBird).

Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were widespread this fall. They were
reported from 13 locations in eBird from 8/22-10/2. Olive-sided
Flycatchers were reported at eight locations 8/20-9/13. Single birds
were at FP 8/20 (MK), Harrison Hills Park 8/23 (DB), Sewickley Heights
Park 8/29 (AF), Squirrel Hill 8/31 (KSJ, BR), DLP 9/4 (DYe),
Homewood Cemetery 9/4-6 (MK, et al.), Hartwood Acres 9/5 (DYe),
South Park 9/10 (JP) and Sewickley Heights Park 9/13 (AF).
Philadelphia Vireos were widespread this fall with eBird reports from
at least 14 locations.

Although Common Ravens have been becoming widespread,
they are usually in pairs or a few together at most. A group of 18 were
at the Imperial Landfill 10/10 and 14 were there 10/17 (MV). Fish
Crows have been found in large numbers at times and indeed a few
large flocks were present this season, including 90 in Oakland 8/14
(KSJ), 20 in Squirrel Hill 8/19 and 17 there 10/1 (ON). Another group
of 35 were in that area 10/28 (MKu). Red-breasted Nuthatch was
widely reported from Sep through Nov at many locations (eBird). Rare
but regular over the past few years, a Marsh Wren was photographed
at NP 10/22-23 (DM). Extremely rare was a Sedge Wren at Hartwood
Acres 9/5-6 (DYe, m.ob.). Fortunately the bird sang fairly regularly and
though it remained hidden for long periods of time, it would eventually
reveal itself, often quite close to eager observers allowing good
opportunities to document it with photographs and recordings. It
represented just the fourth county record and the first since 2012.

Gray-cheeked Thrush is the least common migrant species here.
Single birds were at Gibsonia 9/15 (KP), DLP 9/10 and 9/17 (RBu,
DYe), FP 9/23-29 (MK, et al.), Hartwood Acres 9/28 (RBu) and at
Carnegie Mellon University 9/28 (AP). One was at Sewickley Heights
Park 10/3-7 (SG, et al.) and one was at NP 10/21 (AF). An estimated
2400 American Robins were near Knob Hill Park at a roost site 11/22
(KD). A leucistic American Robin at Boyce-Mayview Park 11/30 (ST)
was described as over 65% white. A late Gray Catbird was at NP
11/25 (ABu). A few American Pipits were found this fall including one
in West Deer Twp. 10/23 (LC), one flying over Oakland 10/27 (AP) and
one flying over Hilltop Park in Collier Twp. 11/23 (JSa).

A total of 33 species of warblers were reported this fall, including
both hybrids. A few species that are not often seen in fall were
reported. Often difficult to find, a few Worm-eating Warbler reports
were submitted this fall. Single birds were at FP 8/19 (MK), Beechwood
Farms 9/4 (eBird) and Sewickley Heights Park 9/27 (DBe).
Waterthrushes are difficult to detect in fall when they are not singing,
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but there were several reports of Northern Waterthrush including one
photographed at FP 8/1 (CC, GC), one in Indiana Twp. 8/31 (MH), one
photographed at NP 9/20 (JCi) and seen again 9/21 (EPH), one at
Hays Woods 9/28 (NL) and a late bird photographed at Harrison Hills
Park 10/13 (MG). A Brewster’s Warbler was at Beechwood Farms 9/3
(AH, PM) and another was photographed at FP 9/10 (ABu). A
Lawrence’s Warbler was at DLP 8/28 (DYe). A Golden-winged
Warbler was at FP 8/15 (JS, SS) and another was there 9/4 (CK). A
late Tennessee Warbler was at Beechwood Farms 10/31 (STh, SuT).
A few Orange-crowned Warblers were found including single birds at
Gibsonia 9/12 (KP), Boyce-Mayview Park 10/25 (ST) and South Park
11/5 (JP). There were quite a few reports of both skulking and sought
after warblers, Mourning and Connecticut.

Mourning Warbler reports include one photographed at Boyce
Park 8/27 (CT), one at Beechwood Farms 9/6 (AP, m.ob.), 9/22 (BSh,
m.ob.) and 2 there 10/3 (DBe). One of the birds on 10/3 was
photographed. One was also photographed at Harrison Hills Park
10/12 (DB). Connecticut Warblers were found at Hartwood Acres 9/5
(DYe), DLP 9/6 (DYe), West Mifflin 9/21 (JF, ebird), Beechwood Farms
9/22 (BSh, LC, RBu) and Churchill Valley Greenway 10/9 (CT).
Kentucky Warbler is another uncommon fall migrant. One at Harrison
Hills Park 8/17 (DB) was likely a bird that bred at that location. Single
birds were at FP 8/18 (MK), Sewickley Riverfront Park 9/9 (AK),
Sewickley Heights Park 9/11 (AF) and Beechwood Farms 9/17 (DBe).
A Cerulean Warbler was photographed at Beechwood Farms 8/20
(JVA, SV) and a female was photographed at DLP 8/28 (DYe). A late
Magnolia Warbler was photographed at NP 11/6 (MP, PS). Late for
here, single Palm Warblers were at FP 11/2 (RBu) and Marshall Twp.
11/10 (JHz). Yellow-throated Warblers are not reported very often
during the fall so one in Lawrenceville 9/18 (AB, CB) was notable.
Canada Warbler reports include one at Gibsonia 8/14 and 8/21 (KP),
one at FP 8/15-17 (JS, SS, et al.), 3 there 8/19 (CK), two 8/20 (AH,
PM) and one present to 9/14 (m.ob.). Two were at Hartwood Acres 9/2
(MKu) and one was at Sewickley Heights Park 9/6 and 9/19 (LN).

Up to two Blue Grosbeaks continued from the summer to at least
8/22 at IMP (m.ob.).

Observers: Mike Fialkovich, mpfial@verizon.net, Christine
Bassung, Al Borek, Carole Borek, Alex Busato (ABu), David Bennett
(DBe), Kimberly Berry, David Brooke, Paul Brown, Ron Burkert (RBu),
John Campbell (JCa), Jeff Cieslak (JCi), Jack Chaillet, Thomas
Connor, Linda Croskey, Cindy Cunningham, Gene Cunningham, Karyn
Delaney, Adrian Fenton, John Flannigan, Donna Foyle, Louis
Freeland-Haynes, Scott Furlong, Ross Gallardy, Elizabeth Glowark,
Lynn Goldbach, Steve Gosser, Maggie Griffith, Margaret Haas, Erick
Hall, Nathan Hall, Janet Heintz (JHz), Amy Henrici, Matthew
Juskowich, Lisa Kaufman, Charity Kheshgi, Michelle Kienholz, Linda
Kim (LKi), Andrew Kingfisher, Chrissy Kolakowski, Justin Kolakowski,
Malcolm Kurtz (MKu), Judy Lesso, Nick Liadis, Oliver Lindhiem, Pat
Lynch, Sherron Lynch, Pat McShea, Michele Mannella, Dan
Mendenhall, Nancy Moeller, Tom Moeller, Lauren Nagoda, Dean
Newhouse (DNe), Norma Newhouse, Oscar Nigam, Dick Nugent,
James Offhaus, Elizabeth Pagel-Hogan, Joe Papp, Kevin Parsons,
Matt Phillips, Aidan Place, Betty Rowland, Kate St. John, James
Saracco (JSa), Brian Shema (BSh), Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon, Pati
Stan, Steve Thomas (STh), Sue Thomas (SuT), Shannon Thompson,
Christopher, Turbert, John Vassallo (JVa), Samuel Vassallo, Mark
Vass, Dan Wyrostek, Paul Worona, David Yeany Il (DYe).

Armstrong County

Locations: Armstrong Trail at Dam 8 (AT8), Creek Road, Crooked
Creek Lake (CCL), Gilpin Township (GT), Karns City (KC), Keystone
Lake (KL), Kittanning (KT), Mahoning Creek Lake (MCL), Parks Bend
Farm (PBF), Roaring Run Trail (RRT), Rosston (RT), Stone House
Road Farm (SHRF), Sportsman’s Road (SPR), Sugarcreek Community
Park (SCP), Worthington (WT).
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Wood Ducks were seen in various numbers quite often at AT8
from 8/9-11/27 (TR). Eight were spotted 10/28 (AM), and 10 were
observed at MCL 10/2 (AK, JK). The only American Wigeon was one
at RT 10/31 (TR), a lone Ring-necked Duck was reported from KL
10/28 (AM), and 5 Buffleheads were noted at CCL 11/16 (JB). A high
count of 124 Common Mergansers was made at CCL 11/17 (MV).
Two reports of Red-breasted Merganser at AT8 10/27 were of 5 (AM)
and (TR) 10 birds. Ten Ruddy Ducks were sighted at KL 10/16 (MH,
RH) and one was at CCL 11/4 (DB, LC). A single Pied-billed Grebe
was at KL 10/16 (MH, RH).

As seems to have been usual in recent years, reports of Yellow-
billed Cuckoo outnumbered those of Black-billed Cuckoo; only one
of the latter was reported, from CR 9/17 (MVT). Two Pectoral
Sandpipers were a nice find at CCL 9/17, along with a single Wilson’s
Snipe (TR). The only report of Common Loon was a single near KC
9/2-10/15 (TA). One Great Egret were reported from WT 8/23 (AB)
and another was at AT8 on 10/18 (TR).

Ospreys were more sparse than usual this season. Reports
included with 2 at RRT 8/7 (SD), one at MCL 8/8 and 10/2 (AK, JK),
one at KT (JP), one on the AT 9/25 (TR), one at CCL 10/8 (TR), and a
late bird at CCL 11/9 (MG). Single Northern Harriers were observed
east of Mayport 9/13 (AK, JK), at SHRF 10/1 and 10/28 (AB), and at
WT 11/25 (TR). Last Broad-winged Hawks were one on Rte. 28 just
past the bridge entering the county 8/7 (JP), and another at CCL 9/17
(MV). Lone Merlins were reported 9/9 from CCL (DB, LC), 9/16 at the
AT8 (TR), 9/22 again from CCL with a fantastic photo (CR), and 10/28
in Gilpin Twp. (MV). Hopefully Peregrine Falcons will nest at the Graff
Bridge again, as one was noted there 11/4 (MH, RH). American
Kestrels showed up regularly in GT and PBF (MV). A nice find near
the end of the season was a Northern Saw-Whet Owl at SCP 11/19
(LK).

Flycatchers and vireos were in good supply, although the only
report of Philadelphia Vireo was from the AT8 on 9/25 (TR). Four
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was a nice count at CCL 8/2 (TR); others
included one at AT8 on 8/24 (TR), and another at CCL 9/10 (AK, JK).
Single Winter Wrens were reported in KT 10/27 (AM) and at AT8 on
11/9 and 11/21 (TR). One Lincoln’s Sparrow was a nice find in WT
10/9 (TR). Last Louisiana Waterthrush was noted 8/6 at CCL (DB), a
single Canada Warbler was near KC 8/20 (TA), and a Wilson’s
Warbler was at SPR 10/9 (TR).

Observers: Marjorie Van Tassel, 3102 River Road, Vandergrift, PA
15690, (724) 845-1050, marvantassel@gmail.com, Tammy Arnold,
David Bennett, Dave Brooke, Alan Buriak, Linda Croskey, Sarah
Dunmire, Maggie Griffith, Margaret Higbee, Roger Higbee, Avis
Keener, John Keener, Lucy Klimko, Alan MacEachren, Joseph
Pumford, Craig Remaley, Theo Rickert.

Beaver County

Locations: Ambridge Reservoir (AR), Enon Valley (EV), Hanover Twp.
(HAN), Independence Marsh (IND), Little Blue Lake site (LBL), Mouth
of the Beaver River at Rochester (RCH), Raccoon Creek State Park
(RCSP), Rocky Bend Nature Preserve (RBNP).

Two Cackling Geese were with Canadas near New Brighton
10/24 (MV), providing one of still only a handful of records for the
county. A nice count of 134 migrating Tundra Swans was made from
RBNP 11/19 (DZ). Reports of ducks were quite poor overall. Four
Gadwall were at EV 11/20 (MV) and one was at BBW 11/26 (KJ). Up
to 5 American Black Ducks were at EV 11/6-26 (MV), one was at AR
10/10 (MV), and one was in Independence Twp. at the Siebel farm
10/22-23 (MV). Single Ring-necked Ducks were at EV 10/30 (TJ) and
11/26 (MV), providing the only reports of the species. A Greater Scaup
was at RCH 11/29 (JM). Up to 16 Common Mergansers persisted at
RBNP through Oct (DZ).

Reports of Black-billed Cuckoo were limited to one at SGL 285
on 8/20 (TJ, KJ) and one at IND periodically from 8/22-9/5 (DZ). It was
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nice to see four reports of Common Nighthawk: one at HAN 8/10
(JM), 2 at Economy Borough 8/23 (KD), 5 at IND 9/7 (DZ), and 2 again
at Economy 9/13 (KD). Shorebirds were practically zero, a
consequence of the continued degradation of mudflat habitat at IND,
the last remaining somewhat reliable shorebird site in the county.
Nothing but a few Solitary Sandpipers there and at the RCSP spillway
comprised the entire flight of passage migrants this season. Two
Forster’s Terns were at RCSP 9/1 (MV), a nice find for that location.
A Great Egret was at IND 8/4 (DZ) and one hung around RCSP 8/14-
9/16 (m.ob.). Five Northern Harriers and 2 Short-eared Owls were
noted at the LBL grasslands 11/26 (TJ, KJ). A Merlin returned to
Ambridge 8/21 (MV) but was not reported again there by the end of the
season.

There were many reports of one or 2 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers
at IND 8/29-9/20 (DZ), many of which probably referred to the same
individuals over that time. A Philadelphia Vireo at IND 9/10 (DZ) was
the only one reported this season. No fewer than 43 sightings of
Common Raven were made throughout the county for the period.
After last year’'s excellent showing and given their tendency to irrupt
every two years, Red-breasted Nuthatches were not expected in
numbers this fall, but they did turn up in three different locations
anyway: one in HAN 10/15-11/6 (JM), one at the RCSP wildflower
reserve 10/18-11/14 (MV, et al.), and 3 at Sahli Nature Park 10/30 (TJ,
KJ). Single Gray-cheeked Thrushes were found at RCSP 9/11 (EH)
and at IND 10/3 (DZ), and a Hermit Thrush was at Sahli Nature Park
10/30 (TJ, KJ). Otherwise a few Swainson’s Thrushes here and there
were the only migrant thrushes reported. A Fox Sparrow was at Brush
Creek County Park 11/7 (MD) and Lincoln’s Sparrow was noted at
IND on a few dates from 9/25-10/18 (DZ, AZ, et al.). A Yellow-
breasted Chat at RBNP 8/21 (DZ) was the last of the season.

Warbler migration passed without much fanfare. Most notable
was the presence of a Northern Waterthrush at IND to the late date
of 10/16 (DZ). The species was first noted there this season 8/26 (DZ)
and reported frequently thereafter, but by late Sep it seemed clear that
there was one particular bird hanging on into Oct. A tarrying Blue-
winged Warbler was still at IND 9/24, too (DZ). Tennessee Warblers
had a decent flight, last noted at IND 10/9 (DZ), and a somewhat late
Nashville Warbler was also at IND 10/14 (DZ). A Kentucky Warbler
at RBNP 8/8 (DZ) was the last one noted this year; interestingly, the
species was not seen there this summer. Other late departures
included a Cape May Warbler in HAN 10/14 (JM), a Northern Parula
at Brush Creek County Park 10/6 (DK), and a Bay-breasted Warbler
at IND 10/15 (DZ). A Wilson’s Warbler was at IND 9/22-24 (DZ).

Observers: Geoff Malosh, 7762 Maumee Western Road, Maumee,
OH 43537, (412) 735-3128, pomarine@earthlink.net, Michael David,
Karyn Delaney, Eric Hall, Karena Johnson, Timothy Johnson, Deb
Kalbfleisch, Jeff Moore, Kathy Saunders, Mark Vass, Anna Zizak,
Dante Zuccaro.

Bedford County

Locations: Allegheny Front Hawk Watch (AW), Jackson Property
(Mountain Meadows) near Everett (MM), Rural Home Site (RS),
Shawnee State Park (SP), Union Memorial Church (UC).

The typical dry fall weather in the county was shattered by
Hurricane Ida, which dumped over 7 inches of rain during two days in
early September. Even with that deluge, the overall lack of precipitation
made for dry conditions, in sharp contrast to much of the rest of the
state where precipitation was plentiful. A total of 151 species was
reported for this period; unfortunately, no strong cold fronts occurred
that would have pushed migrants into the county.

Waterfowl numbers were much lower compared to last year, but
Wood Ducks were reported at scattered locations. A high of 12 was
reported at SP 8/15 (m.ob.) and the last one was seen at Bedford
Springs 10/20 (BT). A high count of 59 Buffleheads was made at SP
11/12 (TJK). A high of 3 Pied-billed Grebes were reported at SP 11/6
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(anon).

Three Common Nighthawks were at Clear Ridge 8/26 (MM). The
last 3 Eastern Whip-poor-wills were reported 8/28 at Mountain
Springs Road (KR). A high of 30 Chimney Swifts was reported at SP
9/3 (PK). The last Ruby-throated Hummingbird buzzed by at MM
9/28 (MLJ). Large numbers of Killdeer moved through the county in
late Aug, prior to Hurricane Ida. A high count of 101 occurred south of
Manns Choice 8/31 (MLJ), and 52 were at Down River Golf Course
8/28 (EB). Just one Solitary Sandpiper was seen at Lake Koon 9/29
(JBC). Twelve Common Terns and 38 Forster’s Terns were seen at
SP 9/1 (ST). Great Egrets were observed in three locations. Among
these were 2 were at SP 9/14 (JZ) and 3 were at Evitts Creek Road
8/12 (JBC),

A high of 15 Black Vultures were seen at MM 9/10 (MLJ), but
they are still not as numerous as Turkey Vultures; 109 of the latter
were over Everett 11/7 (EB). Totals for the fall migration at the AW are
in parentheses after each species name (BS). Thirteen Osprey (82)
passed the AW 9/17 (DP), and the top count of 18 Golden Eagles
(161, a 5 year low) were seen 11/6 (DP). The best flight for Northern
Harriers (35) was reported 9/19 when 4 flew by (MM). A good flight of
14 Bald Eagles (194) was reported 9/17 (m.ob.), but 1818 Broad-
winged Hawks (6724) sailed by 9/19 (MH). A high count of 153 Red-
Tailed Hawks (869) was recorded at AW 10/28 (m.ob.).

The first Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the season was reported
at MM 10/5 (MLJ). Six Red-headed Woodpeckers were at Canals 8/7
(AB), the only location reported for this species. Reports of American
Kestrels were scattered, but included 3 at UC 11/1 (EB). The only
sightings of Merlin were at AW, with a high of 4 on 10/17 (m.ob.). The
only Peregrine Falcons were seen at AW where the high of 6 was
reported 9/17 (m.ob.).

White-eyed Vireos were found in two locations: 2 at Whitetail
Wetlands 9/18 and one at MM 9/9, 9/13, and 10/8 (MLJ). Yellow-
throated Vireos were at just two locations: one 8/1 (m.ob.) and 8/21
(JC) at SP and a high of 3 at MM 9/15 (MLJ). Blue-headed Vireos
were one at AW 9/17 (MH, RH), one at SP (m.ob.), and one at MM
10/14 (MLJ). An impressive 16 Red-eyed Vireos were reported from
SP 8/21 (JC).

Three Winter Wrens were at Felton Bridge 11/25 (m.ob.). The
only Veery was reported at RS 8/3 (JBC). The nocturnal flight calls of
60 Gray-cheeked Thrushes were noted at Nature’s Getaway RV Park
9/25, along with 407 Swainson’s Thrush, 10 Hermit Thrush, and 27
Wood Thrush (LS).

House Finches were daily feeder visitors at MM, with a high
count of 18 on 11/25 (MLJ). Purple Finch appeared infrequently at MM
throughout Nov, with only one or two were sighted at a time. Pine
Siskins were missed completely, and only rarely reported in adjacent
counties, in sharp contrast to last year when large flocks were reported.
American Goldfinches were common, but birders reported small
numbers, with the highest count of 31 at MM 10/12 (MLJ). By the end
of the fall season, they were either absent, or their numbers were
conspicuously low.

Perhaps the most unexpected bird was a Lark Sparrow at Pensyl
Hollow 8/8 (SL), verified by photos. The bird stayed for just one day.
Grasshopper Sparrows were reported from UC three times with a
high count of 3 on 8/5 (EB). Fox Sparrows moved through the county
and were a regular visitor at MM from 11/13-28, where up to 3 were
observed (MLJ). White-throated Sparrow is a regular winter visitor
that seems to be dropping in numbers; the high count this season was
9 at SP 10/31 (JC). Lincoln Sparrows were reported at just two
locations: one at RS 10/1 (JBC) and one at MM 10/12 (MLJ). Swamp
Sparrows were prevalent 9/26 when a high of 14 were counted at
Dunning Creek Wetlands (m.ob.). Three Eastern Meadowlarks were
reported 8/5 at UC (EB).

Twenty-four species of warblers were found during migration,
which stretched through Oct for many species due to the warm
weather. A few highlights included late sightings of an Ovenbird at MM
10/13 (MLJ) and a Tennessee Warbler at SP 10/17 (AB). The only
Kentucky Warbler sighted was at MM 8/21 (MLJ). A feeding flock of
nine Magnolia Warblers were observed at SP 9/17 (MLJ). The state
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endangered and boreal nesting Blackpoll Warbler migrated through
the county 10/14 when 4 were seen at SP (m.ob.). At MM, Black-
throated Blue was noted 10/13 and a Palm Warbler was found 10/8
(MLJ).

Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were frequent at MM, with a high of
2 on 9/15. A late Indigo Bunting was at MM (MLJ) 10/3.

Observers: Mike and Laura Jackson (MLJ), 8621 Black Valley
Road, Everett, PA 15537, (814) 652-9268,
jacksonlaura73@gmail.com, Aimee Benitez, Erika Bowman, John
Carter, Lindera Carter, Jan and Brent Chippendale (JBC), Margaret
Higbee, Roger Higbee, Paul Krepto, Tom and Janet Kuehl (TJK), MiMi
Hoffmaster, Stacey Lehman, Mark McConaughy, Michael Murray,
Mark Nale, Dave Poder, Kyle Rambo, Lucas Schrader, Bob Stewart,
Bob Thomson, Shannon Thompson, Jay Zook.

Berks County

Locations: Bartrum Trail (BAT), Berne Township, (BT), Blue Mountain
Academy (BMA), Blue Marsh Lake (BML), Blue Marsh Lake State Hill
Boat Launch (BMLSH), Blue Marsh Lake Sheidy Boat Launch
(BMLSBL), Blue Marsh Stilling Basin (BMSB), EJ Breneman’s Quarry
(BQ), French Creek State Park (FCSP), Gotwal’'s Pond (GP), Green
Hills Preserve (GHP), Hamburg Commerce Park (HCP), Hamburg
Reservoir (HR), Hawk Mountain North Lookout Data (HMNL), Hawk
Mountain South Lookout (HMSL), Hay Creek (HC), Kaercher Creek
(KC), Kernsville Dam Recreation Area (KDRA), Kutztown University
(KU), Lake Ontelaunee (LO), Lake Ontelaunee Bailey’s Creek (LOBC),
Lake Ontelaunee Blue Falls (LOBF),Lake Ontelaunee Water Street
(LOWA), Lake Ontelaunee West Shore Drive (LOWS), Lowland Road
Retention Pond (LRRP), Monacacy Hill Recreation Area (MHRC),
Mount Penn (MP), Old Topton Road (OTP), Peter’s Creek (PC), Pine
Swamp Road (PSR), School Road Pond (SRP), Shartlesville Farm
Pond (SFP), State Game Lands 52 (SGL52), State Game Lands 106
(SGL106), State Game Lands 110 North Kill Gap (SGL110), State
Game Lands 280 Brownsville (SGL28).

Warm and dry weather, interspersed with weak cold fronts, was
the dominant pattern for fall 2021. Even Hurricane Ida wasn’t able to
break the spell, as the storm resulted in no significant wind or rainfall
for Berks. The few weak cold fronts also had a negative impact on the
raptor and passerine migration along the ridges.

A lone Greater White-fronted Goose kept company with local
and migrant Canada Geese at BQ 10/31 (RK). The 5 Snow Geese
near Lenhartsville were hangers-on from spring migration 11/15 (HW)
and were a high count, while single Snow Geese were found around
Berks (m.ob.). Four Cackling Geese were a good find among 500
Canada Geese at GP 11/22 (RK). Five Mute Swans were at LO 9/28
(MW) following a thunderstorm. The group, comprised of one adult and
four apparent hatch-year birds, seemed to be a family unit and
remained at LO for a week. Six Tundra Swan rested at LO 11/9 (RK)
while 10 more Tundra Swan were counted flying over Blandon (AS),
a mile or so from LO. Migrant bay and sea duck numbers were low as
in previous years on BML and LO, the two main bodies of water in
Berks. Four Greater Scaup stopped at LO 11/21-22 (RK) and two
Lesser Scaup rested at EJB 11/23 (MS). The rare White-winged
Scoter found LO to its liking, where one was present 10/26 (MW) and
5 were counted 11/9 (RK). Four Black Scoters 11/2 and one Long-
tailed Duck 11/9 were also at LO (RK). Bufflehead continued to be
the most common migrant sea ducks with two sizeable flocks at LO:
44 on 11/17 (MW) and 16 on 11/22 (RK). Eleven Hooded Mergansers
were at LO 11/20 (AS). An early flock of 27 Common Mergansers was
noted on BML 8/19 (RH). Six Pied-billed Grebes hung out at EJB
10/31 (RK).

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to breed throughout
Shartlesville. The high count was 5 on 9/15 (JV). Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds use the ridge on migration, and this season 310 were
tallied (HMNL). A very rare Calliope Hummingbird was banded at a
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residence south of Nolde Forest EE Center 11/17 (SL). This young
female stayed at this location 11/13-21. This was the fifth Calliope for
Pennsylvania and the second record for Berks. Two migrating
Common Nighthawks were seen flying along the river at KDRA 9/3
(MW).The season total was 515 Common Hawks at HMNL with the
high one-day count of 378 on 8/31. The season total for migrating
Chimney Swifts at HMNL was 1051. Sandhill Cranes flew past
HMNL on two dates: 6 on 11/29 and 16 on 11/24.

Migrating shorebirds continued to be found mainly at HCP and
small rain pools throughout the Berks countryside. A lone
Semipalmated Plover lingered for two days at BMA 8/8-9 (MW). A
high number of 25 Greater Yellowlegs stopped at OTP 9/18 (AS), and
16 Lesser Yellowlegs also stopped at OTP 9/12 (JV). A rarity in Berks,
a single Sanderling was photographed at BML 9/1 (RH). Ten Least
Sandpipers fed at a rain pool along Zions Church Road 8/1 (SM). A
single White-rumped Sandpiper found another rain pool along Rte.
61 on 10/6 (JSp). At HCP, a lone Pectoral Sandpiper kept company
with Killdeer 8/3-7 (MW, RH). A rain pool near Strausstown was a
good stopping place for 3 Dunlin 10/1 (JSp). Three Wilson’s Snipe
came out of hiding at OTP 9/14 (JV).

Three Bonaparte’s Gulls were at two separate locations 11/13:
flying past HMNL and at LO (RK). A first winter Iceland Gull at LO
11/13 (RK) was early. Lesser Black-backed Gulls included one at LO
11/19 (RK) and one at BLM 11/28 (RH). Gulls are rarely seen migrating
along the ridge, so a Great Black-backed Gull 9/3 was a surprise
(HMNL). Three Caspian Terns were seen at LO 8/8 (MW), 4 were at
LO 8/22 (MW), and 5 were at BML 9/1 (RH). BML appears to be the
preferred lake for Common and Forster’s Terns. On 9/6, one
Common flew around BML (JW, PW), and a single Forster’s Tern was
there 9/1 (RH).

Nine Red-throated Loons were seen at LO 11/9 (RK), and the
season total at HMNL was 4. Season total at HMNL for Common Loon
was 150, with a one-day high of 54 on 11/29 (BB). LO held 12
Common Loons 11/9 (RK). HMNL listed 225 Double-crested
Cormorants for the season. A lone rare Great Cormorant perched on
a snag at the fisherman’s pull-off on LO 10/26 (MW).

An elusive American Bittern played hide-and-seek at KDRA 9/22
(MW). Great Egrets were recorded around Berks, usually lone birds.
Three Great Egrets moved between SFP and the pastures along Mill
Hill Road 8/3-8 (MW). On 10/14, in a Shartlesville pasture, a Great
Egret was observed catching and swallowing a rat-like rodent (MW).
An immature Little Blue Heron lingered at BML 8/27-31 (JS). A Cattle
Egret, an infrequent migrant in Berks, was photographed along
Richmond Road in Fleetwood 11/8 (RH).

At the BML hawk watch, 2 Osprey were as the fall count began
(JS). Perhaps a product of Hurricane Ida winds, 7 Bald Eagles, four
adults and three immatures, practiced aerobatics above LO 9/2 (MW).
The high one-day count for Bald Eagles along the ridge was 41 on 9/2
(HMNL). Although becoming increasingly rare, a Northern Goshawk
made the migration count 11/3 (HMNL). On 9/11, a leucistic Red-tailed
Hawk was photographed near Leesport along West Leesport Road
(WJ). This raptor is pale white with a pink tail. Reports have been made
for the past two years about this unusual hawk. A Rough-legged Hawk
11/29 maintained the average yearly total for the fall migration (HMNL).

The farmlands of the Kempton Valley produced two surprising
rare owls 11/21: a Short-eared Owl and a Northern Saw-whet Owl in
the same area (BB).

Always a crowd pleaser, 28 Red-headed Woodpeckers passed
by HMNL this season. The 31 Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers that were
tallied at HMNL may have been an omen for the numerous sightings
of this bird that followed. The species usually winters in Berks but not
in such high numbers.

The highest one-day count for Merlin at HMNL was 19. A total of
71 Peregrine Falcons passed HMNL by the end of Nov. On 11/28, an
adult Peregrine Falcon was observed for a half hour as it devoured a
Green-winged Teal. The falcon was perched atop a power pole and
had left the head and legs of the teal on the road beneath the pole. A
farm pond a half mile away may have been the source of the teal.

Flycatchers and vireos are common ridge migrants at HMNL. The
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total for these were: 8 Olive-sided Flycatcher, 5 Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher, and 5 Least Flycatcher. The sought-after Philadelphia
Vireo numbered 23 in migration along HMNL. A total of 5180 Blue
Jays were counted this season at HMNL with high counts of 1693 on
10/8 and 1232 on 10/9. The highest one day count of Common Raven
at HMNL was 112 on 11/8, among a season total of 783. The first Red-
breasted Nuthatch on migration at HMNL was noted 8/27. A total of
54 Red-breasted Nuthatches were tallied in comparison to 52 White-
breasted Nuthatches at HMNL. The last reported Marsh Wren was
from KDRA 9/29 (KG).

A lone Gray-cheeked Thrush was at HMNL 10/1 (BB). A total of
42 Swainson’s Thrush were tallied at HMNL. American Robins
create a spectacle at the beginning and ending of each day at HMNL
as they race past the lookout. A grand total of 21,646 were counted.
Cedar Waxwings often join American Robins in feeding on the
berries found in the trees and understory along their migration route.
This season 12,016 Cedar Waxwings were counted at HMNL.

The winter finch migration took place as predicted: birds arrived
late and were not numerous. Totals for HMNL were: 674 Purple Finch,
21 White-winged Crossbill, 18 Common Redpoll, and 151 Pine
Siskin.

Nine Snow Buntings flew past HMNL for the season, including 8
on 11/29 (BB). Late Sep brings Lincoln’s Sparrows on migration.
There were several reports of single birds throughout the county,
including a high of 5 at KDRA 10/1 (AW).

In early September, the early morning passerine migration at
HMNL can be a spectacle before the thermals stir the raptors to move.
Sometimes a strong wind prevents the birds from stopping around the
lookout. Such was the case when winds resulted in these numbers of
unidentified warblers at HMNL: 122 on 9/10, 150 on 9/11, and 315 on
9/25. These are seasonal totals at HMNL: 184 Cape May Warbler, 44
Bay-breasted Warbler, 105 Blackburnian Warbler, and 383 Black-
throated Green Warbler. A Golden-winged Warbler stopped by
HMNL 9/3. There were four reports of Orange-crowned Warbler:
Lower Heidelberg Township 9/19 (BL), Union Meadows Park 10/2
(LCr, LI, MS, RK), BMA 10/4 (MW), and KDRA 10/13 (KG). A
Connecticut Warbler was recorded at HMNL 9/14, and one was on
Lutz Road in Boyertown 9/21 (RK). A Mourning Warbler was at KDRA
8/17 (KG).

A total of 567 Scarlet Tanagers were tallied at HMNL this season.
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks made their presence known with near-
record numbers: There were 603 tallied for the season which included
two days of unusually high numbers: 180 on 9/25 and 189 on 9/27
(RK). These grosbeaks were coming by the lookout in groups of 20,
several times in a fifteen minute period. A rare meadow bird was seen
this season at HMNL: Blue Grosbeak 8/16. A lingering Dickcissel
was at SGL 106 on 8/31 (LS).

In summary, a total of 88,035 non-raptors were counted in
migration at HMNL from 8/15-11/30. Additional sightings up to 12/15
(the close of the fall season watch at HMNL) will be included in next
season’s report.

Observers: Matt Wlasniewski, 191 Scenic Drive, Hamburg, PA
19526, (610) 463-8845, martind28@comcast.net, Aaron Shirk, Ed
Barrell, Bracken Brown, Dan Brennan, Sarah Busch, Lucy Cairns
(LCr), Liz Cates, Michael Cox, Kevin Dougherty, Cheryl Faust,
Caroline Fegley (CFe), Steven Fordyce, Laurie Goodrich & HMS
Volunteers/Staff, Mary-Therese Grob, Kerry Grim, Bert Harris, Holly
Hartshorne, Paul Heveran, Jason Horn, Russell Hoffman, Kate Houlne,
Matt Hunter, Linda Ingram, Wayne Johns, Rudy Keller, Dave
Kozlovsky, Edward Komito, Katrina Knight, Brian Lineaweaver, Sandy
Lockerman, Andy Matsko, Holly Merker, Sandra Moroney, Derek Price,
Peter Saenger, Joan Silagy, Lee Simpson, Joan Spilde (JSp), Mike
Slater (MS),Todd Underwood, Bill Uhrich, Jeff Vinosky, Ron Wagner,
Ken Walsh, Helen Weaver, Nelson Weber, Matthew White (MWh),
Chris Whitely (CWh), Andy Wilasniewski, Jane Wolfe, Peter Wolfe, Art
Zdancewic.
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Blair County

Locations: Albemarle trail (AT), Bald Eagle Sportsmen Cooperative
Nursery (BESCN) Canoe Creek S.P. (CC), Frosty Hollow (FH), Lower
Trail-Mount Etna (LTE), Plummers Hollow (PH), Reese Pond (RP)
State Game Lands 278 North (SGLN), Yellow Spring Pond (YSP).

The species count for the reporting period was 162. Information
was obtained primarily from eBird data. The highlights for Blair
included a single Gray-cheeked Thrush at CC 9/10 (ph. EB), and
another was located at FH 9/26 (LB). A lone Great Egret visited the I-
99 Tipton Wetlands for over a week 8/12 (JC). A group of 10 Pine
Siskins 11/21 (MB) were noteworthy as the finch invasion was
certainly down from last year. A single Henslow’s Sparrow vocalized
8/7 at SGL 198 (TA, KL).

Waterfowl were quite low this season, with only 14 species
reported compared to 24 species last year. This was due a lack of
maijor fallouts and warmer temperatures. Highlights included one Blue-
winged Teal at PH 9/11 (MB), 3 American Wigeons 10/19, one
female Northern Shoveler at CC 10/21 (SF, MK). A high count of 8
Green-winged Teal nestled at the Army National Guard Readiness
Center Pond 11/4 (PI).

A single Common Nighthawk near Altoona 9/5 (SP, SW) was the
only one reported. The high count of 25 Chimney Swifts was made in
Williamsburg 10/3 (JP). The last eBird report of Ruby-throated
Hummingbird was documented at a residence off Bell-Tip Rd. 10/1
(JC). A few single reports of American Woodcock were made
between Altoona and Tyrone, and a Wilson’s Snipe surprised a birder
along Clover Creek 11/26 (JP).

The only gulls reported were 13 Ring-billed Gulls at CC 11/27
(MH). Bald Eagles and Red-tailed Hawks continued to be frequently
noted by observers. Two reports of Red-shouldered Hawks were
made at SGL 198 on 8/1 (TA) and at CC 8/31 (DG). A lone Northern
Harrier scanned a field near Williamsburg 10/9 (JC). Three Eastern
Screech-Owls were heard whinnying at CC 11/7 (AD, JK) was the high
count.

Six species of woodpecker were documented, including reports of
the uncommon Red-headed Woodpecker at PH 8/13 (MaB) and at
SGLN 8/22 (JC). One uncommon Olive-sided Flycatcher was spotted
SGLN at 9/18 (JC), and an Alder Flycatcher was at SGL 198 on 8/1
(TA). Four separate reports of single Philadelphia Vireo were made
in early Sep. A lone Purple Martin flitted around along with 7 Eastern
Kingbirds at CC 8/7 (JC).

Thirty species of warblers for the season was a strong showing.
Single Connecticut Warblers were observed at PH 9/10 (MB) and at
CC 9/19 (JC). The fall high count of 5 Cerulean Warblers was made
at LTE 8/8 (JC). A single Yellow-throated Warbler was at LTE 8/3
(DG), and a lone Mourning Warbler was photographed at FH 8/22
(BB, LB).

Observers: John Carter, 335 Bell-Tip Road, Tyrone, PA 16686, (814)
933-7426, carter0206@aol.com, Nick Bolgiano, Mark Bonta, Marcia
Bonta (MaB), Erika Bowman, Brian Burket, Lowell Burket, Lindera
Carter, Angela Detweiler, Steph Fullmer, Deborah Grove, Matt Hunter,
Matthew Karns, David Keller, Jeff, Kenney, Cheryl Kepner, Karen
Lucas Mark Nale, Laura Palmer, Scott Parkhill, Joshua Potter, J Pugh,
Sophia Welch.

Bucks County

Locations: Bowman'’s Hill Wildflower Preserve (BHWP), Bradford Dam
(BRD), Core Creek Park (CCP), Maple Knoll Farms in Buckingham
Twp. (MKF), Nockamixon State Park (NSP), Peace Valley Park (PVP),
Penn-Warner Tract (PWT), Silver Lake Park (SLP).

The month of August was a little warmer (+2.1°F) and wetter
(+0.84”) than usual. September’s temperatures were average (+0.8°F),
but the precipitation was far above average (+3.70”). This was due
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almost exclusively to the remnants of Hurricane Ida, which dumped a
one-day total of 5.60” of rain on the region 9/1. October was very warm
(+5.4°F) but a bit drier (-0.72”) than usual. November was cooler (-
2.2°F) and significantly drier than average (-2.57”). Fall was late to
arrive, with stronger cold fronts not truly appearing until into November.
This weather resulted in a disappointing total of 221 species, well
below the 10-year average of 235. Rarities were somewhat thin but
included good birds such as Eared Grebe, Sanderling, Long-billed
Dowitcher, Franklin’s Gull, and Lark Sparrow. New fall arrival dates
were set for two species, while five others stayed for new late dates
and two matched the previously known late dates. Thanks very much
to August Mirabella for compiling some general notes and
observations. Ken Kitson’s 1998 Birds of Bucks County and the
subsequent county spreadsheet were referenced for historical
information, as well as this journal.

Relatively mild conditions meant a late arrival of Snow Geese.
Almost all counts were 20 except for estimates of 150 over Doylestown
11/23 and PVP 11/29 (IB). Now almost annual in the county, an adult
Ross’s Goose appeared at CCP 11/20 and stayed through the period
(DD ph., m.ob. ph.). Single Brant mixed with Canada Geese in Yardley
on 9/26 (KH ph.) and at nearby CCP 10/3 (MGa ph.), quite possibly the
same bird. Multiple groups of one to five Cackling Geese were seen
at area lakes and fields through the end of the period (m.ob. ph.), with
the largest documented flock size being 6 at SLP 11/23 (EZ). Mute
Swan was reported at seven or eight locations, with the high of 11 at
Falls Twp. Community Park 11/29 (AH). Tundra Swan went
unreported.

Duck numbers were extremely low overall, with 19 species found.
Even the few strong cold fronts that blew through did not result in
fallouts. Blue-winged Teal was reported at three locations over just
four days in Sep, with a max of 4 at BRD 9/26 (VP). Northern Shoveler
was in very short supply, with the autumn high count of 11 at SLP 11/21
(AS). Gadwall stayed in the single digits until quite late, when 25
returned to SLP 11/27 (SBo). The period high count of 8 American
Wigeon at NSP 11/19 (KR) demonstrated the low numbers that birders
are now used to seeing in Bucks. American Black Ducks topped out
at 55 at L. Towhee C.P. 11/12 (JHo), an average total at this favored
fall location. Only 6 Northern Pintails were at BRD 10/18 (HD), if one
could consider that a high count. Up to 44 Green-winged Teals
stopped at BRD through much of the fall, with this max occurring on
10/9 (AM). Canvasback was missed for the second straight autumn,
although 9 Redhead at Pine Run Dam 11/9 (TF) meant this species
didn’t draw a blank again. Ring-necked Ducks put in a poor showing,
with up to 29 at NSP 11/19 (VM, LWC). Greater Scaup were at two
locations, with 9 at PVP 11/14 (AG) and a single at NSP 11/18 (BG,
JBH). The area’s larger lakes pulled in tiny quantities of Lesser Scaup,
with highs of two at PVP 11/12 (IB) and one at NSP on a few dates
(m.ob.). Single Surf and White-winged Scoter were at NSP on 11/28
(JH, SG ph.) and 11/26 (JH, JV ph.), respectively. Long-tailed Duck
was missed again, but a much more shocking miss was Common
Goldeneye! The high count of 85 Buffleheads at NSP 11/19 was on
the lower end of average (KR). Continuing the trend, only one Red-
breasted Merganser was at NSP 11/16 (AH). The area’s birders could
only come up with up to 20 Ruddy Ducks at PVP, this on 10/18 (AH).

This autumn featured low grebe totals, with one very rare
exception. Horned Grebe went unreported, which doesn’t happen
much at all. On Thanksgiving Day, 11/25, an Eared Grebe was found
among a very small group of waterfowl at PVP (AH ph., AM ph., doc.
submitted). This was just the fourth for Bucks and the second for PVP.
The bird was seen by a handful of birders that afternoon, but not
present the next morning. It’s quite possible that there’s never been an
autumn with Eared but no Horned Grebe in Bucks. This fall, Yellow-
billed Cuckoos made an average to decent showing, with about 35
birds reported from 32 locations (m.ob. ph.). Black-billed Cuckoos
were seen in singles at five locations, a low total (m.ob. ph.).
Unfortunately, Common Nighthawks were reported in very low
numbers as well. A Riegelsville observer watched 12 nighthawks fly
over on 9/7, one of two counts above single digits across the county
(EB).
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Chimney Swift typically does not appear in this report, but at
least 480 roosting birds were seen in Durham Twp. 8/29 (DF). This was
a new county high, mostly a reflection of the lack of regular roosts
typically reported. This does stand as a positive among many reports
of declining insectivores, though. Our two regular rail species varied
greatly in fall reports. Although Virginia Rail was unreported, one to 2
Sora were at BRD 8/7-9/11 (m.ob. ph.). Multiple birds were found at
PWT, including a conservative count of 15 on 10/10 (DF). American
Coots arrived a bit late, with 37 at Falls Twp. Community Park 11/29
(AH).

A fair total of 18 shorebird species were reported this autumn, with
a few misses but also a few highlights to keep birders on their toes.
Black-bellied Plover and American Golden-Plovers are never common,
but missing both is fairly unusual this time of year. Even
Semipalmated Plovers were in short supply. One was at Pine Run
Dam 9/2 (Kl), while 3 were at a New Britain Twp. flooded field 9/2 and
2 were there 9/5 (AM). One Stilt Sandpiper appeared at CCP 10/7
(MGa ph.), then two stayed there from 10/17-10/25 (DD ph.). This is
close to our known late date of 10/29. One of the better shorebirds
seen this fall was a Sanderling at BRD 10/4 (GJ ph.), the site’s first
record and the first in the county since 2018. Surprisingly, just one
Dunlin was reported at BRD 11/6 (SM ph.). The very modest high
count of 35 Least Sandpipers came from BRD 9/13 (MGr). This same
site hosted a one-day White-rumped Sandpiper on 10/13 (MF).
Although three locations had Pectoral Sandpiper, the high of 8 were
at the BRD hotspot on 9/18 (MF, AM). Numbers of Semipalmated
Sandpipers were very low, with a max of only 4 at BRD 9/2 (VP).

For the second straight autumn, both dowitchers were
documented in the county. One Short-billed Dowitcher was nicely
photographed at CCP 8/8 (MGa ph.). Our eighth known Bucks Long-
billed Dowitcher delighted many a birder at BRD from 10/7-16 (GJ
ph.). A gap in sightings and possible plumage differences led some
down the “two bird theory” road, although not all observers were
convinced. Single American Woodcock were detected at NSP 10/29
(DF) and at BRD 11/19 (GJ), a typical fall total for these cryptic
shorebirds. Although Wilson’s Snipe occurred at six locations, the
max of 7 were at the reliable BRD hotspot 10/21 (BK). A Red-necked
Phalarope at BRD was a decent storm bird on 9/2-3, when water levels
were exceptionally high (GJ ph.). Our high count for Solitary
Sandpiper was just 5 at BRD 9/22 (GJ). Despite their name, Solitaries
are usually found in double digits somewhere in the county. Greater
Yellowlegs were found at multiple sites but in miniscule numbers, with
a high of 3 at BRD 9/12 (BK). The high of 18 Lesser Yellowlegs were
still on the low side, counted at BRD 10/13 (SB).

An average total of seven gull and three tern species were found,
with one standout rarity. Bonaparte’s Gull numbers were light as a
general rule, but one flock of at least 129 stopped briefly at PVP 11/15
(AM). Estimates of the Laughing Gulls that frequent PWT topped out
at 500 birds on 8/20 (ST) and 10/31 (AH). A Franklin’s Gull seen by
one observer at PWT 10/8 was the rarest gull this fall and the county’s
15th record (JHa, no doc.). It seems that Lesser Black-backed Gulls
arrived at a normal time, with the highest count being 304 at PVP 10/7
(KR). Most of the recent fall high counts have been in the range of 300
birds.

Caspian Terns had a decent season, with upwards of 28 enjoyed
at 6 sites through the end of Sep (m.ob. ph.). The high count was eight
at PVP on 8/28 (AM). A few folks got to see a one-day Black Tern at
PVP 8/5, found by one of the area’s sharp young birders (ED ph.). Light
rain bands at the edge of Hurricane Ida were enough to draw in a large
flock of 35 Common Terns to NSP on 9/1 (EB, DB, PH ph.). One of
these, or perhaps a different bird, was present the next day (SG ph.).
Flocks of this size are very rare in the county, almost always associated
with more direct hurricane passage. At the time the NSP birds visited,
there were little more than a few sprinkles of rain and a moderate east
wind. Birds don’t read the handbooks.

Loon numbers were exceptionally low, another indicator of the
lack of fallouts observed. Red-throated Loon was missed altogether.
Single Common Loons were at NSP 10/28 (SG) and 11/2 (RS), with
one at CCP 11/22 (CM ph.) and another at PVP 11/28 (TF). After a
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miss last autumn, Great Cormorants had returned to the lower Del.
R. in time for this report. One was in Bristol 11/23 (EZ), and two were
at Neshaminy S.P. 11/28 (SG). The high count for Double-crested
Cormorant was 85 at NSP 9/10 (EB).

American Bitterns were decently represented. One appeared at
BRD 8/29 (RS ph., KL ph.), matching our known fall arrival date. PWT
hosted a few bitterns, one on 10/1 and 2 on 10/9 (DD ph., MGa ph.).
This fall’s high counts of dispersing Great Egrets were of 16 at CCP
8/20 (MB) and 11 at BRD 8/4 (GJ). A Snowy Egret appeared at CCP
on the slightly late date of 10/2 (DD ph.). Given that the bird was last
reported 10/25 and a Snowy appeared at nearby SLP 10/27-10/31 (DD
ph., AH ph.), it would stand to reason that this was the same bird. Close
observation and photos later proved that this bird was identifiable due
to an injured eye (DD). Maybe this is why the egret stayed so late,
setting a new fall late date by one day. All of the Little Blue Heron
sightings came from BRD between 8/7 and 9/18 (RS ph., m.ob. ph.),
mostly of one bird but including two on 9/5 (VP). Late fall Cattle Egrets
were seen at PWT 10/24 (DD ph.), and were there 10/31 (AH). One
Green Heron at the Del. Canal S.P. 11/29 was very late, matching the
known county late date (JBH). Black-crowned Night-Heron reports
were light, consisting of one juvenile in Yardley 8/27 (KH ph.) and a
high count of three at SLP 9/5 (DD ph.). The observers who spotted a
juvenile Yellow-crowned Night-Heron along a quiet wooded stream
at NSP must have been quite surprised (JW, KW ph.). The bird stayed
from 9/11-19 (AM ph.). Single wandering Glossy Ibis were seen at
CCP 8/18 (KK ph.) and over BRD 8/28 (VP), rounding out a very good
variety of wading birds seen during the period.

While not quite as many as last year, two Golden Eagles were
documented this fall traveling off-ridge. One immature was seen quite
low at PVP, where a photographer got an outstanding flight shot of the
bird (TF, BeG, ph.). Another was seen distantly but described well at
NSP 11/16 (AH). Few dedicated observations were made of Broad-
winged Hawk migration, with kettles of 35 over Springfield Twp. 9/18
(BF) and 24 over Riegelsville 9/20 (EB) the only significant counts. It
was a very quiet autumn for most other raptors and owls, with few
notable sightings.

At least 14 Red-headed Woodpeckers were detected at five
sites (m.ob. ph.). The relatively low number of locations indicates fewer
migrants seen, but the strong number showed successful breeding at
some of the known sites. At least one of the juveniles at SGL 157 on
8/23 was hawking invasive spotted lanternflies, a good observation
well-documented with photos (AH ph.). Observers struck it rich with
Olive-sided Flycatchers this fall, with 6 individuals documented at five
locations, often with photos (m.ob. ph.). One of these, seen at Tyler
S.P. 10/1 (MF), set a new fall late date by six days. Five to 7 Yellow-
bellied Flycatchers were found at five sites from 9/3-16 (m.ob. ph.),
indicative of this species’ short migration window. Least Flycatchers
were found at 11 locations, almost twice as many as last fall (m.ob.
ph.). An Eastern Kingbird in Doylestown on 10/8 set a new record late
date by five days, the previous record having been set just last year
(HS). About 15 Philadelphia Vireos were seen at seven locations this
fall, surprisingly similar to the previous fall (m.ob. ph.).

A nice group of 6 Common Ravens were attracted to carrion at
MKF 11/1 (RS). Black-capped Chickadee was absent after a fairly
good irruption last fall. Although Horned Larks were only reported
from three locations and in single digits (RG, JHo, RS ph.), one seen
on a farm neighboring MKF from 8/4-6 was a juvenile and a good
indicator of nearby breeding (RS ph.). One Barn Swallow at NSP
11/30 was extremely late, in fact a new late date by one day (JHo ph.,
DF). Low single digits of Red-breasted Nuthatches appeared at 15
sites (m.ob. ph.), a good showing considering the larger irruption last
year. One Sedge Wren was found at Pine Run Dam 10/17 (JHo, MS),
one of fewer than 20 records in the county. This location is one of the
best for finding the species, however. The sum of high counts for
Marsh Wren at five locations was 10, an average to good showing
(m.ob. ph.). One of the birds at BRD was first seen 8/6, setting a new
arrival date by a full 11 days (GJ ph.). This bird appeared to show fluffy
plumage and a gape line, but the species isn’t known to breed here or
anywhere else in the county. Perhaps this was an early post-breeding
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wanderer. Gray-cheeked Thrush was found only at PVP and only on
two dates, 9/20 (Kl) and 9/27 (JBH). The sum of high counts for
Swainson’s Thrush was 28 over 15 locations, perhaps an average
showing (m.ob. ph.). A Wood Thrush at BHWP 10/18 set a new late
date by three days (AH). American Pipits were seen or heard at 7
locations but in low numbers, except for the high count of 85 near MKF
10/28 (m.ob. ph., RS).

Like the Red-breasted Nuthatches, Purple Finches made a
surprising showing this fall after last year’s large irruption. Groups of
up to 15 were seen at 19 locations across the county (m.ob. ph.).
Unlike last year, however, most birds didn’t arrive until Nov. and
seemed to linger for longer. Pine Siskin and all the other winter finches
stayed elsewhere this fall.

Lapland Longspur went unreported, which isn’t too surprising.
Snow Buntings put in a normal fall showing along the lakeshores. One
was at PVP 11/8 (DM ph.), and one was at NSP 11/16 (AH ph.)
followed by two birds on 11/28 (JHo). A rare migrant in these parts, two
different Clay-colored Sparrows were found in the county this fall.
One was in Doylestown’s Central Park 9/19-9/20 (NG, AH), furnishing
a new fall early date. The other was seen at Pine Run Dam at close
range 9/29, which was the previously known arrival date (JHo). MKF is
now famous for pulling in Lark Sparrow in early fall, a species that is
on the PORC Review List but probably passes through more than the
records show. This bold sparrow, an immature, was seen at the site
from 8/20-23 and enjoyed by a decent number of birders (RS ph., eBird
quick review.). It represented the ninth known record for Bucks.
Unfortunately, American Tree Sparrows were either late in arriving or
won’t be around much this winter. Six birds were found at four locations
across the county (m.ob.), an extremely small total. At least 12 Vesper
Sparrows were found at seven locations, another fine fall total (m.ob.
ph.). Nelson’s Sparrows followed their reliable fall patterns. One
remained at BRD from 10/7-11/1 (AM ph.), and one to two were at Pine
Run Dam from 10/7-31 (SB ph., m.ob. ph.). An additional bird was at
PWT 10/7 (JHa). A Yellow-breasted Chat at PVP 8/17 was not
reported again and turned out to be the only fall report (AH). Rusty
Blackbirds were generally in very low numbers, though a lack of visits
to the traditional QTS hotspot may not have contributed. High counts
were 15 at QTS 11/8 (AH) and 10 at MKF 11/16 (RS ph.).

Warbler variety was down this autumn, like many other bird
families. Only 28 species were found in a county that averages 30 or
more each spring and fall. A Louisiana Waterthrush at PVP 8/12 was
later than most, but not exceptional (AM, CR ph.). A Tennessee
Warbler at PVP was in the same category of “late, but not record-late”
11/3 (AM ph.). A good total of 10 or more Connecticut Warblers were
found at 6 locations, including a window-strike bird that apparently flew
away in Newtown Twp. 9/28 (BS ph., WS). As usual, PWT was the
hotbed with counts of three birds on both 9/26 and 10/3 (DF).
Mourning Warbler was almost missed, with surprisingly only one
record at MKF 9/21 (RS ph.). The only other notable warbler sighting
was a late Blackpoll Warbler at PVP 11/9 (AM ph.), definitely a
warbler to watch in terms of late lingering in the near future. Since this
paragraph is so small, we may as well include the Neotropical
“cabooses” in this space. A Scarlet Tanager was at PVP 10/13 (Kl),
two days shy of the fall departure date. Blue Grosbeaks were detected
at all their breeding spots. Two to four birds could be found at
Neshaminy S.P. (DBe), PWT (AH, JHa), and MKF (RS) throughout the
month of Aug. Lastly, two Dickcissels were seen in Bucks this autumn.
One was at MKF 8/24 (RS, AH, MGa ph.) to boost the morale of failed
Lark Sparrow searchers, and a flyover was reported at BRD 10/2 (RG).
This species surely flies over the county in double figures, but birds on
the ground don’t call very often and can easily slip under the radar.

CORRIGENDUM: In the Summer 2021 Bucks report, the correct
observer of a calling Least Bittern should have been Kevin Hallman,
not Dennis Hallman.

Observers: Paul Heveran, 1012 Andrews Ln, Pennsburg, PA 18073,
(267) 272-9225, birdmeister.paul@gmail.com, lan Baldock, Jane
Barker-Hunt (JBH), Dave Belford (DBe) Erich Boenzli, Stephen Boyle
(SBo), Dave Brandes, Sara Busch, Henry D’Alessandro, Mike
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DeBonis, Dawn Denner, Edward Dolan, Tom Fahie, Devich Farbotnik,
Brian Flack, Mike Fournier, Mark Gallagher (MGa), Ross Gallardy,
Barbara Graham, Beth Grau (BeG), Scott Godshall, Nickie Goldstein,
Mike Grubb (MGr), Al Guarente, Andrew Harrington, Jim Hartley (JHa),
Kathryn Helland, Jason Horn (JHo), Karin Isett, Gail Johnson, Bill
Koch, Kris Koch, Kerry Loux, Vicky Mahmoud, Sharon Marcinik,
August Mirabella, Dwight Molotsky, Chris Mortensen, Vinobha
Pannerselvam, Kenneth Rieker, Cameron Rutt, Matthew Sabatine,
Anthony Shields, H. Shiver, Richard Smith, Barbara Stollsteimer, Will
Stollsteimer, Shea Tiller, Jeff Vinosky, Lesley Weissman-Cook (LWC),
Joseph Woodmansee, Karen Woodmansee, Eric Zawatski.

Butler County

Locations: Callery (CA), Glade Run Lake (GRL), Lake Arthur (LA),
Lake Oneida (LO), Moraine State Park (MSP), North Shore (NS), State
Game Lands 95 (SGL 95), Stoughton Road (SR), Thorn Reservoir (TR)

August migration started out slowly for the most part, with a few
shorebirds that included a Semipalmated Plover at Stoughton Road
8/7 (MV), a Sanderling at LA 8/18 (MC) as well as Least Sandpiper
and 5 Solitary Sandpipers at Thorn Reservoir 8/1 (KB). Birds
noticeably tardy included Spotted Sandpiper and Greater Yellowlegs
at SR 11/7 (DB), 2 Solitary Sandpipers at TR 10/20 (KB), an Eastern
Phoebe at Findley Run 10/30 (OM), a Yellow-throated Vireo at NS
9/29 (GK, MAK), 2 Barn Swallows at NS 10/28 (GK, MAK), and a Gray
Catbird at LO until 11/8 (KB). Also raising eyebrows was a very late
Least Flycatcher found at MSP 11/25 (MK, MC). Observers obtained
photos and sonograms. An unusual number of warbler species were
tardy (details below).

Not often seen in Butler, a lone Snow Goose appeared near
Portersville 11/17 (GK, MAK). A Mute Swan arrived at Glade Run Lake
11/2 (BG et al.) and remained until at least 11/16. A quartet of early
Tundra Swans flew over Waterfowl Observation Area 11/6 (MC). The
two adults and two juveniles apparently liked the menu as they
remained until at least 11/22 (m.ob.). Meanwhile, a spectacular flock
of 780 Tundra Swans stopped at LA 11/18 (MC et al.) but did not
linger. Despite eclipsing the January 2020 gathering of over 600
swans, this group apparently did not yield any Trumpeters for the few
birders who witnessed the spectacle.

Waterfowl movement started with a few early birds that included
7 Blue-winged Teal at TR 8/13 (KB ph.), and Gadwall at WOA 10/9
(MV) and at LO 10/10 (KB). Early Ruddy Ducks appeared at LA 9/28
(MH et al.) By the end of the fall season, 17 species of duck were
reported including resident breeders Wood Duck, Mallard, Hooded
Merganser, and Common Merganser. Migrants recorded included
Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, American Wigeon,
American Black Duck, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Ring-
necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye,
Red-breasted Merganser and Ruddy Duck. A few very nice counts
were tallied: 132 Wood Ducks at WOA 10/24 (GK, MAK) and 28 Blue-
winged Teal at State Game Lands Marsh 9/8 (KB). Usually arriving
later, four Common Goldeneyes were seen at WOA 11/12 (RM).

Northern Bobwhites continue to occasionally appear in areas
where wild populations are highly unlikely. Four were seen in Butler
Twp. 8/30-9/6 (GK, MAK). An impressive 55 Wild Turkeys were tallied
at Davis Hollow 9/7 (MC). Ruffed Grouse has not been seen since the
spring season and then only in two locations. The Game Commission
announced that Pennsylvania’s state bird population is on an upward
trend, despite years of decline from West Nile virus. According to Lisa
Williams, the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s division chief of
wildlife diversity and former state ruffed grouse biologist, the
combination of shortened hunting seasons and aggressive habitat
work have helped boost grouse numbers. “The best we can say is that
the population is spotty,” Williams said, “but generally the hunters that
I'm hearing from are pretty happy—pretty optimistic.” The year 2018
was deadly for grouse due to virus-carrying mosquitoes. But flush rates
reported by hunters rose 20% in 2019, and another 10% in 2020.
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Unfortunately, birders are not reporting the same good news, perhaps
because not enough are brave enough to get into heavy brush and
undergrowth that grouse frequent. However, we remain hopeful.

Pied-billed Grebe appeared at a Rte. 268 pond 8/23 (KB) and
were seen through the season, most at LA and up to 5 at GRL. The
first Horned Grebe of the season showed up at LO 10/30 (KB). As
usual, sightings of Yellow-billed Cuckoo outnumbered Black-billed
Cuckoo, this season four to one. Common Nighthawk moved through
8/27-9/8 with a nice flight of 14 at Davis Holllow 8/27 (MC) and the high
count of 36 near CA 9/8 (CT). No Virginia Rails were reported, but 3
Sora were at SGL 95 (Glades) 10/6 (KB) and a Common Gallinule
frequented WOA 9/23-28 (DD fide MV). Up to 5 American Coots
showed up at WOA 10/3 and continued through the season. Up to 5
Sandhill Cranes were seen at Stoughton Road 8/7-11/30 (MC et al.).
The hotspot for Cranes was Slippery Rock Borough where three flocks
totaling 228 birds passed by 11/16 (GW).

Fifteen species of shorebird were noted, well above the recent
average of ten for the fall season: Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer,
Sanderling, Dunlin, Baird’s Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, White-
rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper,
American Woodcock, Wilson’s Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary
Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs, and Greater Yellowlegs. Among
those listed, Sanderling, Baird’s Sandpiper, and White-rumped
Sandpiper are not often seen in Butler, the latter two species having
been recorded here less than ten times each. The three gull species
expected at LA are Bonaparte’s Gull, Ring-billed Gull, and Herring
Gull. Bonaparte’s Gull arrived 10/24 (MC). Ring-billed Gulls are
present all summer (usually numbering 100 or less) with numbers
increasing steadily during the fall season to several hundred. A nice
flock estimated at 1000 gulls gathered there 11/23 (MC). Usually
numbering just a few birds, 14 Herring Gulls were seen at Bear Run
Boat Launch 11/25 (MC). Caspian Terns were visited LA five times
8/3-9/28 (MC et al.). A lone Black Tern graced the big lake 9/7 (KD)
and 3 Common Terns accompanied 28 Forster’s Terns there 9/1
(MC).

Great Egrets provided grace and beauty 8/2-10/3 (m. ob.), most
around LA where up to 5 associated with as many as 17 Great Blue
Herons for several days 8/25-8/27 at the east arm of the lake (MC).
The best bird of the season was Butler’s second Cattle Egret,
photographed at LA 11/18 while the observer also had the 780 Tundra
Swans mentioned earlier under observation (MC). Intriguing was the
report of a Cattle Egret 11/12 in nearby Venango (EH), potentially the
same bird. The only other Butler record for Cattle Egret was one at
Moraine State Park in June 1978 (eBird).

A nice kettle of 51 Turkey Vultures flew over Davis Hollow 8/27
(TR) and late Ospreys, most likely southbound, rested at LA 11/14-18
(KB, et al.). Resident Northern Harriers were seen regularly through
the season, most at SR (m.ob.). Up to five Red-headed Woodpeckers
were at Ash Stop Road 8/16-24 (CT) and a beautiful, oddly plumaged
Red-bellied Woodpecker which had frequented a feeder in Jackson
Twp. through the summer was seen until 11/2. It appeared to be very
similar to a Golden-fronted Woodpecker but close inspection of photos
revealed white central tail feathers with black barring (MB, fide KSJ,
MF). A lone Merlin was seen several times at MSP 10/9-11/20 (MC,
JF, GK, MAK). Perhaps it was the same bird that started wintering
around LA during the winter of 2016-17 and has returned every year
since. A Peregrine Falcon was at SR 8/7 (MV).

Not often found here, Yellow-bellied Flycatchers moved through
9/15-25 (m.ob.). Up to three Common Ravens were seen in
widespread locations through the season. Not only are ravens getting
more accustomed to less remote landscapes, they are becoming more
comfortable around developed areas as two (a pair?) were seen
foraging in a Giant Eagle parking lot in Slippery Rock (GW). Red-
breasted Nuthatch arrived early with up to 3 seen in Sep. Numbers
climbed to 20 at MSP in Oct before tapering off through the end of the
season (m.ob.).

The only Gray-cheeked Thrush reported was at Park Road 9/25
(KB) and Swainson’s Thrush moved through 9/11-10/16 (m.ob.). An
early Snow Bunting seemed a bit out of place as it remained on a
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stone jetty at LA 11/6-16 (MC et al.). Fox Sparrows moved through
10/30-11/19.

A warm Sep kept warblers very active and visible through the end
of the month and well into Oct. At least seven species were tagged late
in eBird. The movement of warblers was unspectacular with 28 species
noted. Most frequently reported were resident Common Yellowthroat
and Black-throated Green Warbler, while Kentucky Warbler, Palm
Warbler, and Pine Warbler were seen only a few times. Not often
spotted here, a Golden-winged Warbler was a treat at NS 9/2 (GK,
MAK). Notably late warblers included one Ovenbird near CA 10/6
(CT), a Tennessee Warbler at Muddy Creek Wetland 10/22 (TR), a
Nashville Warbler at SR 10/30 (MC, et al.), a Magnolia Warbler near
CA 10/13 (CT), a Blackburnian Warbler near CA 10/10 (CT), a
Yellow Warbler at NS 10/1 (GK MAK), and a Black-throated Green
Warbler near CA 10/17 (CT).

Observers: Oscar Miller, aoscarmiller3@gmail.com, (412) 855-
0483, Brendyn Baptiste, John Bauman, Kimberly Berry, Dave Brooke,
Martin Carlin, Debbie Darney, Michael David, Karen Delaney, Mike
Fialkovich, John Flannigan, Barbara Griffith, Eric Hall, Paul Hess,
Margaret Higbee, Roger Higbee, Deborah Kalbfleisch, Michele
Kienholz, Mary Alice Koeneke, Glenn Koppel, Chris Kubiak, Richard
Nugent, Theo Rickert, Kate St. John, Clark Teeman, Shannon
Thompson, Mark Vass, Dan Weeks, Gene Wilhelm, Joanne Wilhelm.

Cambria County

Locations: Prince Gallitzin State Park (PG), Cambria County,
Johnstown (CCJ).

The Rufous Hummingbird in Johnstown continued daily feeder
visits at a private residence until mid-Oct (anon.). Thirteen Common
Nighthawks over the Patton area 8/26 (DG) were right on time. A
warm fall produced a rather light migration. A high count of 7 Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds were reported at PG 8/1 and a high count of
32 Broad-winged Hawks flew over PG 9/24 (JC, MH). A Gray-
cheeked Thrush and an Olive-sided Flycatcher were reported 9/25
and 9/26, respectively (TA, KL).

Observers: Tina Alianiello, 309 Liberty Ave., Cresson, PA 16630,
tina.alianiello@gmail.com, Dave Gobert, John Carter, Marg Higbee,
Karen Lucas.

Cameron County

Locations: Cameron (CAM), Driftwood (DR), Hicks Run (HR), May
Hollow (MH), Ridge Road (RR) Sinnemahoning State Park (SSP),
Sizerville State Park (SZ), Sterling Run (SR), Sterling Run Mines
(SRM).

A total of 101 species were found this season. Sixty-seven
Tundra Swans flew over MH 11/22 (AS). Four Ruffed Grouse were
at SRM 11/24 (AB). Eight Common Nighthawks passed by RR 8/31
(ES). Forty-eight Sandhill Cranes flew over RR 11/29 (SV). Two
Ospreys were at SSP 8/28 (BG). Two Golden Eagles were at SRM
11/26 (AS). A Northern Harrier was at HR 8/28 (EMS). A Merlin was
at SRM 9/15 (ES).

A single Olive-sided Flycatcher was found at MH 9/7 (MJ). A
Yellow-throated Vireo was at SZ 8/17 (DKP). A Philadelphia Vireo
was seen at MH 9/7 (MJ). Three Horned Larks stopped at SRM 11/24
(AB). Eight Golden-crowned Kinglets were at HR 11/29 (ABU). A
Red-breasted Nuthatch was at SSP 8/24 (TR). Two Winter Wrens
were at SSP 10/24 (BG). Seventy-five American Robins were at SRM
11/13 (MJ), and 83 Cedar Waxwings were at SRM 11/21 (MJ). A flock
of 19 American Pipits was at SRM 11/13 (MJ).

A lone Snow Bunting was at SRM 11/18 (MJ). Seven Field
Sparrows were at SRM 9/9 (MJ). Two Fox Sparrows were at SSP
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11/17 (BG). Twenty-two White-throated Sparrows were at SRM
10/22 (MJ). A Savanah Sparrow was seen at HR 9/3 (AM). Three
Swamp Sparrows were found at SSP 10/24 (BG). Six Eastern
Meadowlarks were at SRM 9/9 (MJ). Twenty Rusty Blackbirds were
at SSP 10/17 (SS). An Orange-crowned Warbler was found at SRM
10/22 (MJ). Two Hooded Warblers were at SZ 8/20 (DKP). A Pine
Warbler was at DR 9/18 (CH). A rare Yellow-throated Warbler was
at SR 11/29 (GJ).

Observers: Mark Johnson, 72 Mason Grove, Driftwood, PA 15832,
(814) 546-2886, luckybirder@gmail.com, Adam Bartles, Alan Buriak,
Barb Gee, Court Harding, Grace Johnson, Andrew M., Dale and Karen
Plumley, Theo Rickert, Matt Schenck, Susan Schenck, Andrew
Sidelinger, Emily Smith, Eric Stafford, Steve VanEerden.

Centre County

Locations: PSU Arboretum (ARBOR), Bald Eagle S.P. (BESP), Galen
& Nancy Dreibelbis Birding Area at Soaring Eagle Wetland — PennDOT
remediation ponds on Rte. 220 southwest of Julian formerly known as
the Julian Wetlands (JUL), Port Matilda (PORTMAT), Scotia Barrens
and Pond (SCO), State College (STCOLL).

The remnants of two tropical systems passed through the region
in the space of about two weeks, bringing numerous rare bird reports.
Fred struck on 8/18, and Ida arrived late on 8/31 and lingered all day
9/1. Both brought heavy rain and flooding.

The Soaring Eagle Wetlands was created as a PennDOT wetland
remediation area southwest of Julian on US 220. The area was
originally unnamed, and the ponds around the intersection of Miles
Hollow Rd. and US 220, on the northwest side of US 220, became
known to birders as the Julian Wetlands. In 2010, a second area on
the southeast side of US 220 about 100 m. northeast of the Steele
Hollow Road/US 220 intersection was officially named the Governor
Tom Ridge Wetland Preserve. In 2020, it was renamed the Soaring
Eagle Wetlands. Although the two sites are not contiguous, this also
impacted the Julian Wetlands. As of this year, the official name of the
Julian Wetlands is the Galen and Nancy Dreibelbis Birding Area at
Soaring Eagle Wetland. To preserve continuity of records, the
Dreibelbis Birding Area will continue to use the (JUL) location code,
and the portion of Soaring Eagle Wetland southeast of US 220,
formerly designated the Governor Tom Ridge Wetland Preserve, will
continue to use the (GTRWP) location code.

Information for this report were obtained primarily from eBird and
the State College Bird Club listserv with background and status from
Birds of Central Pennsylvania by Nick Bolgiano and Greg Grove, 2010
(B&G, 2010).

The follow species were reported in 5 or more locations and will
not be discussed further in this report: Great Egret, Olive-sided
Flycatcher, Warbling Vireo, Bobolink, Northern Waterthrush,
Connecticut Warbler, and Mourning Warbler.

Dead birds don’t count — unless they’re freshly dead. Such was the
case for Centre’s first Purple Gallinule, which was found at an auto
parts store 11/6 in Millheim, the apparent victim of a window collision
(SH). The victim was found about 11:30am, after “an employee ...
heard a loud bang that may have been the moment of the strike about
7am.” There are several requirements for a dead bird to be accepted
in an eBird report, in addition to lack of decay. The eBird record
describes those requirements as well as the specifics of the bird’s
condition. It also includes photographs of the deceased juv. bird. A
second report of this same bird was also in eBird (AE). The only other
regional report of this species was one observed in Mackeyville,
Clinton in 1977 (B&G, 2010).

At least 2 Sandhill Cranes were heard making a night flight over
PORTMAT 11/18 (RR). Fourteen migrated past the Centre side of the
Tussey Mtn. Hawk Watch 11/29 (DO).
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Up to 4 Black-bellied Plovers were spotted on S. Nixon Rd.
during Hurricane Ida’s passing 9/1 (KE, et al.). Two were also spotted
as they flew past the Bald Eagle Hawk Watch 9/25 (DO). A migrating
American Golden-Plover was recorded during a nocturnal flight count
(NFC) in Bellefonte 10/1 (JP). A single Dunlin was observed foraging
in shallow water at the base of the dam at BESP 10/24 (CE, KE). Four
or 5 Short-billed Dowitchers were spotted at BESP 9/1 as a
weakening Hurricane Ida moved through the area (JP, JV).

All reports of rare terns occurred in connection with the weakening
tropical systems. The remnants of Fred brought one Caspian Tern and
3 Common Terns to BESP 8/18 (EH). Hurricane Ida brought as many
as 3 Caspian Terns to S. Nixon Rd. (KE, et al.) and 30 Common
Terns to BESP 9/1 (BS).

In what one observer (CE) called “another addition to ... an
impressive incursion of this species into the Mid-Atlantic and
Pennsylvania”, a Cattle Egret was located at the Fairbrook Wetlands
11/17-19 (NSP, et al.). A rare Black-crowned Night-Heron was
identified during an NFC in STCOLL 8/30 (JG).

Centre’s first Swallow-tailed Kite was spotted flying over BESP
8/1 (ph. BS, BF). There are two regional eBird reports of this species:
one in Blair in 2003 and another in Mifflin in 2017. A rare adult male
Northern Goshawk passed the Bald Eagle Hawk Watch-Eagle Field
South Lookout 10/28 in the company of Turkey Vultures and Red-
tailed Hawks (DO).

At least one Northern Shrike was observed at BESP 11/11 (LW).
A few Marsh Wrens were also present with at least 2 being found at
Curtin Wetland: one on 9/19 (JG) and 2 on 10/5 (BS). Another was
spotted 10/23 at Fairbrook Wetland (JG), and one was also seen
10/24-11/7 at BESP (CE, et al.). Several NFC observations were made
between 9/10-10/10 in Bellefonte (JP, NHBC) and between 9/16-10/16
in STCOLL (JG). One to 5 Gray-cheeked Thrushes were reported at
each location. Amid the flight calls of Swainson’s Thrushes, a single
Gray-cheeked Thrush was heard 9/16 in Pine Grove Mills (JoP), and
one was heard 10/6 during an NFC at a different STCOLL location
(CE).

A Red Crossbill was spotted 8/11 at SCO feeding with a flock of
Purple Finches (JG). Many Snow Buntings were reported at BESP,
with the first a single bird there 11/4 (JS), and a large flock of 35
observed 11/15 (JB, KP), described mostly as imm. and females with
a few very bright white males. One Yellow-breasted Chat was
observed 9/13 at the Bald Eagle Mountain North Lookout (DO).

Two Louisiana Waterthrushes were present 8/2 close to the
Tunnel Rd. Exd. near Coburn (EG), and 4 more were noted 8/10 along
Penn Cr. near the same location (JG). A single bird was reported 8/3
off SR 3025 near PORTMAT (MN). One Orange-crowned Warbler
was identified at SCO 9/9-10 (RH, KH, JP). Cape May Warblers were
reported in eight locations Aug; normally they are not reported during
most of that month. They are uncommon during the rest of the fall
migration (B&G, 2010). One rare Yellow-throated Warbler was
observed 8/2 outside Coburn along Penn Cr. near the Tunnel Rd. Exd.
(EG). A casually occurring Dickcissel was heard 9/20 on Penn State’s
central campus (JP), and another recorded during an NFC 10/1 in
Bellefonte (JP).

Observers: N. Butkovich, njbutkovich@verizon.net, Johanna Beam,
Anonymous eBirder, Carl Engstrom, Kurt Engstrom, Bill Fatula, Elody
Gyekis, Joe Gyekis, Susan Haney, Eric Hartshaw, Ken Hillsley, Ryan
Hillsley, Mark Nale, New Haven Bird Club (NHBC), Desmond
O’Donovan, N. Scott Parkhill (NSP), Kevin Pero, Julia Plummer,
Joshua Potter (JoP), Ron Rovansek, Bob Snyder, Jeffery Sole, Joe
Verica, Laban Wenger.

Chester County

Locations: Bucktoe Creek Preserve (BCP), Chambers Lake (CL),
ChesLen Preserve (CLP), Downingtown (DOW), Exton Park (EP),
Glenville Farm Pond (GFP), Goat Hill Serpentine Barrens (GH), Great
Marsh (GM), Homestead Road (HR), Marsh Creek State Park (MCSP)
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Octorara Reservoir (OCTRES), Rushton Farm Banding Station
(RFBS), Struble Lake (SL), West Vincent Twp. Sewage Pond (WVT).

The 2021 Fall Season, like many others, was characterized by
south-bound migration and post-breeding wanderings, hurricanes and
cold fronts. In addition to the arrival of waterfowl in the area, the
occurrence of rarer goose species is highly anticipated. Snow Goose,
in ones and twos, arrived as early as late Sep, up until the significant
numbers began to arrive in mid-Nov. One of the sought-after species,
6 Greater White-fronted Geese were first reported 11/23 in the corn
fields near GFP (RG, MG); and 3 were seen in flight at SL 11/28 (LL).
Cackling Goose was reported from many locations, with the earliest
9/29 at SL (RG). Though not rare, Tundra Swans are always great to
see. Earliest were 2 at SL 11/7 (LL). No significant numbers observed
throughout the rest of the period.

Blue-winged Teal, generally one of the earliest fall migrants, was
first reported when one showed up at GFP 8/15 (LL). Up to 15 were
reported from the same location 10/9 (m.ob.). Not known to linger
through the winter, the last report of 3 birds was made from OCTRES,
Mt Eden Rd. 10/30 (JK). First fall reports of other puddle ducks were
American Black Duck 8/21, Northern Shoveler 8/29, Green-winged
Teal 9/4, Northern Pintail 9/20 (not to forget the single male that was
reported from OCTRES on 7/6 and stayed through 8/10), Gadwall
10/5, and American Wigeon 10/6 (again not to forget the single male
that was first reported at EP on 6/1 and stayed until 8/17).

A male Ring-necked Duck, initially observed at OCTRES 7/4
continued through most of the fall, reported last on 11/21. Diving ducks
and mergansers began to arrive later in the period, often in small
numbers. Ruddy Duck beat the crowd by showing up 9/12, and
Bufflehead was first noted on 10/25. Perhaps pushed by the cold front
that passed through 10/28, Hooded Merganser were reported 10/27,
the same day that a significant fallout of Black Scoter was recorded
at two locations: 24 at SL and as many as 32 at MCSP. Ten Lesser
Scaup were noted at MCSP 11/3. A single (and only) Red-breasted
Merganser was found at SL 11/20 (RG). CL was the place for the only
Common Goldeneye 11/1-25 (RR). Lastly a single Long-tailed Duck
was at MCSP 11/29 (ph. MN). Common Merganser reports continued
from the breeding season. They are known to breed along the
Schuylkill R. Pied-billed Grebe, a breeding species in other parts of
the state but a migrant here, was noted as early as 8/30, typical for
south bound migrants. Horned Grebe was reported only once, at
MCSP 11/1, where up to 4 birds were seen (DB, BB).

The latest ever recorded in Chester, Yellow-billed Cuckoo was
found at Anson B. Nixon Park 11/9 (ph. CS). At Longwood Gardens,
Common Nighthawk sightings began with 2 birds 8/15 (DB); small
numbers continued throughout the period up to the last report 10/8
(BS). Not unexpectedly, though, the location to observe larger
numbers of this species was BCP, where a high of 325 birds was
estimated 8/31 (LL, m.ob.). Ruby-throated Hummingbird was noted
into second week of October. No other hummingbird sp. was observed
in Chester until a Rufous Hummingbird showed up at an unspecified
residence near Pottstown 11/9, where it was banded on 11/14. It is not
known how long this bird stayed.

CLP provided the only reports of Virginia Rail, beginning with 2
on 8/18 (LR), followed by up to 4 birds consistently heard calling
through 11/26. A single Sora was reported from CLP 10/10 (RG), and
a second report was made of a juvenile bird at SL 10/26 (RG, MG).
The season’s lone Sandhill Crane was at OCTRES 10/30 (PM), seen
both in Chester and Lancaster. Through the end of the period this
often-viewed bird was seen by many, with most of the Chester
sightings made of the bird in flight as it circled high before heading to
roost.

A Semipalmated Plover was reported at GFP 8/5 (ZB), and
another was at Longwood Gardens-Abbondi Property 8/7 (LL). Several
species of sandpiper had dropped into GFP at the end of July. Stilt
Sandpiper was one of them, which stayed through 10/29 (RR, m.ob.),
with a max of 4 birds during that period. A White-rumped Sandpiper
was present 9/26-28 (RG, m.ob.). Another holdover from July (LL,
m.ob.), Semipalmated Sandpiper was reported through 8/21 with a
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max count of 150 birds (LL, m.ob.). Pectoral Sandpiper was another
species that lingered from late July (ZB, m.ob.) with one bird through
10/28. A Western Sandpiper was also noted there 8/1 (CH, m.ob.). A
Short-billed Dowitcher was present 8/9-25 at GCP (LL, m.ob.), and
another was at Inniscrone G.C. 9/5 (JS). Back at GFP, a Wilson’s
Phalarope was present 9/27-28 (JMc, m.ob.), then it or another was
there 10/5 (JH, m.ob.). Two Red-necked Phalaropes were at MCSP
9/2 (LL); on this same day, 2 phalaropes were also reported from SL
(KF), possibly the same birds, but due to conditions, positive
identification could not be made. American Woodcock was reported
from several sites, with one banded at RFBS 10/20.

While gulls may not be the most aesthetic of bird families, finding
the more unusual species among the throngs of Ring-billed Gulls can
be rewarding. A single Bonaparte’s Gull was found at SL 11/15 (JH),
and 3 birds were reported from MCSP-West Side 11/22 (BB). One
report of Lesser Black-backed Gull was from SL 11/28 (LL). Tern
species are good finds away from the coast and major rivers, so among
the several sightings of one or 2 Caspian Terns, a report of 6 at CL
8/23-24 (RR) was a high count. Four each of Black Tern and Forster’s
Tern were reported at SL 8/18 (LL). The first Common Loon was
reported from southern Chester 10/2 (JA).

One of the rarest and most sought-after herons to occur in
Chester, a Tricolored Heron was reported from the Schuylkill River
Trail (RK) 8/2, heralding the beginning of wader post-breeding
dispersal. A second report came from OCTRES 8/6 (LL). Little Blue
Heron was previously reported as early as 7/5, and multiple additional
reports continued from several locations, including OCTRES where an
imm. continued through 8/17. Other imms. were reported from SL 8/16
(AB) and Waterloo Mills Preserve also 8/16 (KF). The only adult for the
period showed up at GFP 8/9-31 (LL). Following reports of singles in
numerous nearby counties, a Cattle Egret was finally reported in
Chester 11/23 from Landenberg, in southern part of the county (MH,
m.ob.). It hung out with a herd of cows through 11/29 and was added
to more than one county birder’s list. A report of Green Heron heard
at OCTRES 11/25 (PM) was notably late. Wilson Farm Park also
hosted a juv. 11/14-21 (LP, m.ob.), and provided a nice tick for Valley
Forge Audubon 11/20. Black-crowned Night Heron reports came
from SL, MCSP, and OCTRES, where an adult and a juvenile bird (not
together) were both photographed 8/7. Another was at GFP, where the
season’s only Yellow-crowned Night Heron was also reported. A
juvenile bird was found there lurking in the stream side brush 8/12 (AB,
m.ob.) and stayed through 8/31.

On 9/17 a White-faced Ibis was identified at GFP (ZB, m.ob.). This
represented only the second Chester record following one along Rte.
82 in southern Chester 5/20/2014 (PM). It was also the only fall
sighting in the state’s history; the five previous Pennsylvania sightings
occurred between March and May, beginning with the first on
3/21/2010 in Cumberland. Subsequent sightings were documented in
Huntingdon, Northampton, Lawrence. As immature Plegadis ibises are
very difficult to separate in the field, this bird was heavily scrutinized,
often in poor light, but quickly confirmed as White-faced Ibis. This rare
Chester bird stayed until 9/18.

Skywatching above private residences produced three separate
reports of Golden Eagle, two above one location 10/30 (MN) and
another elsewhere 11/4 (ZB). The third and earliest bird was observed
10/21 (KF), in the company of Bald Eagle, and both vulture species,
providing excellent comparative views. Broad-winged Hawk migration
peaked during the week of 9/15, when 550 birds were reported. RFBS
continued banding operations, and had Northern Saw-whet Owl
captures from 10/30 through 11/19.

The startlingly colorful Red-headed Woodpecker continued from
the summer, with many reports from the Honeybrook area between
Beaver Dam Rd. and the Honeybrook G.C. (m.ob.). Another summer
holdout persisted in the Avondale area (KS), and a single bird was
reported from Black Rock Interpretive Trail 9/11 (AT, Audubon). On
9/22 a pair was heard calling at EP (anon.), and another single was
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heard near Kennett Square 9/27 (LL). Falcons were widespread. A
report of 3 Merlins at EP 10/9 (RG) was a bit unusual. Peregrine
Falcon reports were steady from the nest area along the Schuylkill
River Trail.

Considered the rarest of the flycatchers that migrate through the
state, Olive-sided Flycatcher was reported from several locations.
Their habit of sitting atop a prominent perch increases detectability.
Sightings ranged from 8/22 at BCP (LL) to 9/29 from a location in the
northern portion of the county (PW, JW). More frequently observed in
fall than spring, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was first reported at BCP
8/29 (LL, m.ob.) and the last from a personal location 9/25 (AC). The
latest report of Willow Flycatcher was made on 9/26; however, most
reports stopped by mid-Sep, and there were no reports specifically of
Alder Flycatcher, though “Traill's” was reported. Continuing the trend,
Least Flycatcher was reported from multiple locations, with an early
bird at BCP (LL) and the last at Cedar Hollow Preserve (LJ, TJ) 9/27.
A most notable late vireo was the White-eyed Vireo found at Bryn-
coed Preserve 11/21 (BQ, CH, RG). Philadelphia Vireo was reported
throughout Sep.

Numbers of Horned Lark began to increase in Oct, with the
highest estimate of 30 on 11/16 (BB). Although not predicted to be an
irruption year, Red-breasted Nuthatch was reported from numerous
locations in very low numbers. On 9/21, at CLP an apparently intact
nest of Marsh Wren was found (RG), indicating likely nesting. There
had been only one report from the summer of Marsh Wren, but
between one and 3 birds were reported from 9/21 through Oct, not
unexpected during the migration period. Was nesting successful? If so,
confirmed nesting would be a positive development for this declining
species.

Earliest report of Gray-cheeked Thrush was 9/11 at Waterloo
Mills Preserve (KF), with additional reports from several locations, the
latest of 2 birds banded at RFBS on 10/7, and one bird heard at CL
10/9 (LL, et al.). A Swainson’s Thrush feeding with other species in a
berry tree near Downingtown 8/8 was very early (ZB). Perhaps a bit
late, a Wood Thrush was banded at RFBS 10/7; on this date all four
of the more expected thrush species for that date were netted and
banded. Numbers of Purple Finches slowly increased until early Nov,
after which they began to decline as birds moved farther south. Reports
of Pine Siskin were negligible. Two were seen at EP 10/28 (DT), and
a single was near Glenmore 10/30 (AB).

A late Grasshopper Sparrow was nicely photographed at CLP
10/12 (JD). The lone report of Clay-colored Sparrow was of a bird
feeding within mixed sparrow flock at Waterloo Mills Preserve 10/4
(KF). At EP, an early White-throated Sparrow was noted 9/16 (CK,
m.ob). Four Vesper Sparrows in one field of view at EP 10/31 was
quite a treat (JK, AR, JG). The general area between EP and Malvern
Hunt WTF was a reliable location for this species. The last report of the
typically favored Lincoln’s Sparrow was made 11/3 from Laurels
Preserve (MN). Another fun bird, Yellow-breasted Chat, was reported
twice, one from Waterloo Mills Preserve 9/13 (KF), and the other from
a location near Exton 10/20, both well after most of their kind have
headed south, especially the latter. A female Baltimore Oriole was
seen at BCP 11/7, quite late (LL, m.ob.). At Bryn-coed, an impressive
flock of about 100 Rusty Blackbirds was observed 10/1 (RK), all still
in breeding plumage, as they separated from a larger flock of
blackbirds. Not until 10/17 was another report made of this species,
that at GM (MC, m.ob.) of at least 12. Reports of small numbers of
them from numerous locations were steady for the rest of the season.

A late Worm-eating Warbler was banded at RFBS 10/5. The only
Golden-winged Warbler was a female at MCSP 9/17 (LL). Orange-
crowned Warbler was reported from numerous locations, first at CL
in the afternoon of 10/1 when 2 were seen in a sizable mixed flock (LL).
The last of the season was photographed 11/21 (FH) at Morgantown
Business Park, a reminder that birders don’t have to go to hotspots for
hot birds. The eight reports of Connecticut Warbler, including one
nicely photographed at RFBS 9/10 (CH), exceeded the number of
reports of Mourning Warbler, which was observed just two times, both
at BCP (IS, m.ob.), one of which was an immature banded 8/31.
Several species lingered late, like a Common Yellowthroat that
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stayed until 11/8 at CL (RR), and a Northern Parula in Wayne to 11/20
(KJ). A nice group of 4 Cape May Warblers were seen together at a
private residence on the slightly late date of 10/12 (LL, KP). Reports of
Palm Warbler and Pine Warbler continued throughout the period.
Although the male Summer Tanager of GH did not stay for the fall
period, it was replaced by a female found at a private residence in
Kennett Square 9/11 (LL). Lastly, quite unexpected was a Dickcissel
found at Bryn-coed 11/17 (ZB) and again 11/21 (RG, CH, BQ).

Observers: Rick Robinson, 114 Mallard Drive, Coatesville, PA
19320, (610) 639-0114, birder18@verizon.net, Josh Auld, Zach Baer,
Adam Bartles, Dorothy Bedford, Debbie Beer, Anne Bekker, Claire
Binkley, Adrian Binns, Barry Blust, Bel Broadley, David Brown, Sharon
Burke, Sara Busch, Brian Byrnes, Kayann Cassidy, Brian Chilcote,
Evan Coates, Angela Cote, Steve Cottrell, Mike Coulter, John Daniel,
Hank Davis, Mike DeFina, Joey Della Penna (JDP), Angela Detweiler,
Paul Dietz, Ed Edge, Andy Ednie, Jason Fehon, Rob Fergus, Nikki
Flood, Judy Ford, Steve Fordyce, Kevin Fryberger, Melissa Gallardy
(MeG), Ross Gallardy, Michael Gardner, Steve Gautier, Peter Gibb,
Josh Graham, Al Guarente, Frank Haas, Michael Halley, Linda Hamp,
Denice Hardtmann, Michael Hartshorne, Katie Henderson, W.Brian
Henderson (WBH), Jason Horn, Lou Horwitz, Eric Hughes, Chad
Hutchinson, Luc and Theresa Jacobs, Kristen Johnson, Mark Johnson,
Lou Jacobs, Sheryl Johnson, Joanne Karkosak, Dave Karkosak, Jeff
Kenney, Rick Keyser, Carol Kuniholm, Andrew Larson, Larry Lewis,
Christian Long, Sandy Lockerman, Dave Luning, Carol Majors, Ron
Majors, Andrea Martin, David McLaughlin, Doris McGovern, Michael
McGraw, John McNamara, Carl Mease, John Mercer, Holly Merker,
Patrick Millar, Zach Millen, Jim Moffet, Hudson Moore, Rob Murray,
Pat Natase, Tony Natase, Michael Niven, Kelly Nunn, Ellen Nunn, Liz
Pettet, Brian Quindlen, Brian Raicich, Ashley Rathman, Laura Reilly,
Christian Scheibe, Joe Sebastiani, Win Shafer, Kathy Shattuck, Vince
Smith, Tim Sterrett, lan Stewart, Scott Stollery, Brian Storey, Wendy
Sykora, George Tallman , David Taylor, Gerry Tieg, Andrew Trumpp,
Andy Urquhart, Patty VanLandeghen, Patricia Verbosky, Laura
Wagner, Jeff Wahl, Elizabeth Walshe, John Werth, Patty Werth, Ann
Williams.

Clarion County

Locations: Armstrong Trail (AT), Beaver Creek Nature Area (BC),
Clarion (CL), Cook Forest (CF), Curlisville (CV), Kahle Lake (KL),
Lucinda (LU), Millcreek Boat Launch/SGL 74 (MC), Mt Zion/Piney
Tract/SGL 330 (MZ), New Bethlehem (NB), Redbank Valley Trail
(RVT), Sarah Furnace (SF).

There was only one notable waterfowl record for the fall which is
very unusual, but mild conditions may have been the cause. On
Redbank Creek near NB there was a high number of 50 Common
Mergansers present 9/28 (J&AK). Ruffed Grouse sightings continued
to be scarce, with just a single bird at SGL 63 on 10/10 (TS).

A Common Nighthawk watch was held again at MC in the
evening from 8/14-9/7 (PC, MH, TS, LT). This was the fifth year for the
count and the total number for the season was 329, down from an
average of 512. Peak days were again the last few of Aug and the first
few of Sep. Approximately 70% of birds are seen in the second and
third quarters of the viewing period each evening. Additionally 2
nighthawks were seen at CF 8/26 (AK, SK), and 5 were seen at dusk
near CV 8/27 (DD, CW). There were two noteworthy reports of Eastern
Whip-poor-will, one still calling at MZ 9/6 (SG), and one calling at a
breeding area outside of Strattanville through 9/19 (MH).

A rather late American Woodcock was seen near LU 11/11 (ES).
Wilson’s Snipe were reported in wet fields near KL, where 6 were
seen 10/9 (JS), 3 on 10/16 (JS), and 10 on 10/17 (RS). Two Lesser
Yellowlegs were on mudflats at MC 8/21 (MH), and one was reported
along Redbank Creek in NB 8/31 (J&AK). A single Black Tern was
found at KL 8/17 (ES, JS). At this same location a nice showing of 14
Caspian Terns were seen in the wake of Hurricane Ida, along with 38
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Common Terns 9/1 (JS). An adult Common Loon in breeding
plumage was seen on the Allegheny River at SF 8/9, much earlier than
their typical first date, possibly a summering bird that had gone
unreported (OM).

There was a little uptick in Northern Harrier sightings, starting
with one seen near KL 8/17 and 8/21 (ES). At their typical location of
MZ, a male was seen 9/2 (DB), 9/17 (OJ), and 11/10 (AD, JK). A female
was located near CV 10/23 and 11/21 (CW), and a single bird near LU
11/29 (ES). The only Short-eared Owl report came from MZ, but was
an excellent number of 4 owls at dusk over the main grasslands 11/10
(AD, JK). Northern Saw-whet Owls are often not reported, so 3
sightings were excellent for the season. Single birds were found
responding to call playback at two separate locations near Shippenville
11/7 and then one was in Elk Twp. 11/19 (MH). A Merlin was seen for
three nights at MC during the nighthawk watch 8/14-16 (GE, MH, TS,
LT). In CL, where they have been present during breeding season for
the past couple of years, one bird was seen 8/17 (ES) and then 2 birds
were seen together 9/10 (TS). Peregrine Falcons are still always
worth mention, and one was found at KL 10/9 (JS).

A rather late Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was found hawking
insects under grapevine canopy in woods near CV 9/29 (CW). An
Acadian Flycatcher was still calling on breeding territory late in the
season along the RVT near Wildcat 8/29 (CW). White-eyed Vireos
were only reported in one area, 2 birds found along the AT near
Redbank 8/15 (TB). Two Yellow-throated Vireos were also reported
rather late in migration along the AT near SF 9/20 (TR). There were
increased numbers of Philadelphia Vireos this season, starting with
2 birds seen at a farm near CV 9/12, and then one seen there again on
five other occasions between 9/15-9/29 (CW). One was last seen there
late into migration for this species, noted feeding on Virginia creeper
berries alongside bluebirds 10/14 (CW).

There was just one report of Northern Shrike, at the main
grasslands area at MZ 11/4 (MW). Horned Larks are becoming harder
to find throughout western Pennsylvania, so it was rather remarkable
to find 9 birds in a newly cut hayfield in CV 8/7—four adults and 5
juveniles (CW). Six were also found in fields near KL 10/21 (JH).
Always worthy of note, two Purple Martins were seen near LU 8/15
and 2 were at KL 8/17 (ES). Three were also noted along the RVT near
Sligo 8/6 (MHi, RH, FM).

Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported from multiple areas, an
increase over the past two years. They have a yearly presence at CF,
but this season they were found in multiple other locations starting 9/12
and through the season (m.ob.). The most significant numbers were 4
seen at MZ 11/10 (AD, JK) and up to 6 in multiple areas around
Snydersburg 11/27-11/29 (ES). A rather late Gray Catbird was found
in brushy habitat at SGL 63, along with 2 lingering Hermit Thrush,
feeding on abundant berries 11/7 (TS). Gray-cheeked Thrushes are
the least reported thrush in migration, but there were three reports this
season. One was found at SGL 63 on 9/20, 2 were heard calling in a
wooded edge near CV 9/14, and a single bird was also noted there
9/28 (CW).

Three nocturnal flight call counts were completed again this year
at a farm outside of CV during the predawn hour. These were
completed on clear, calm, generally foggy mornings with predicted
good migration flights (CW). The first documented was 9/6, when
approximately 300 calls were heard, one being a rather early Gray-
cheeked Thrush, and the rest being roughly 70 percent Swainson’s
Thrush and 25 percent Wood Thrush. Generally other calls were a
mix of other passerines, most commonly Scarlet Tanager and Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, as well as mixed warbler and sparrow calls not
identified to species. The highest number of calls was recorded 9/19,
with approximately 1450 were heard in just 22 minutes. The highest
number of Gray-cheeked Thrushes for the season was 30, while the
greatest part were Swainson’s Thrush at 85 percent of all calls,
followed by Wood Thrush at 10 percent. The last count was 9/29,
towards the end of most thrush migration, yet several hundred calls
were still heard in about 20 minutes. Several Gray-cheeked Thrush
were heard, a small number of Wood Thrush, and the majority still
Swainson’s Thrush.
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American Pipits are not always reported, but this season 22
were found near KL 10/16 (JS) and one was also seen there 10/26
(AM). American Tree Sparrows continue to show decreased numbers
with just a single bird found at BC 11/16 (DS). Lincoln’s Sparrows on
the other hand are most likely underreported, and this year one was
found in CL 9/30 (TS), and one or 2 birds were seen at a farm near CV
on 5 separate occasions 9/19-10/19 (CW).

There was a late Tennessee Warbler found near CV both 10/13
and 10/14 (CW). Mourning Warblers can be difficult to identify in fall
and are rarely reported, but this year one was found in goldenrod fields
at a woods edge near CV towards the end of their normal migration
period 9/29 (CW). Cape May Warblers are one of the more common
fall warblers in Clarion but 12 was still an excellent number at one
location, found at SGL 63 near Shippenville 8/29 (TS). At this same
location a high number of 6 Bay-breasted Warblers were found 9/26,
and a late Palm Warbler was there 11/7 (TS). The last warbler of note
was a Canada Warbler, also moving through late in their season at CL
9/25 (TS).

Observers: Carole Winslow, cjwinslow94@gmail.com, DT Bowen,
Todd Burtner, Pat Conway, Angela Detweiler, Don DeWolf, Gary
Edwards, Deb Freed, Steve Gosser, Jeffrey Hall, Mal Hays, Margaret
Higbee (MHi), Roger Higbee, Oliver Jankosky, S Kaye, John and Avis
Keener, Jeff Kenney, Ann Kline, Alan MacEachren, Flo McGuire,
Oscar Miller, Ron Montgomery, Theo Rickert, Eric Schill, Tabassam
Shah, David Snyder, Jerry Stanley, Russ States, Larry Towse, Mike
Weible.

Clearfield County

Locations: Beaver Meadow Walkway in DuBois (BMW), Curwensville
Lake (CL), DuBois Reservoir (DBR), State Game Land 77 (SGL 77).

Personal communications were supplemented by information
from the PABirds listserv and from eBird for this report. The remnants
of Hurricane Ida brought some unusual birds to the area 9/1 including
11 Sanderlings, 7 Caspian Terns, and 50 Common Terns at CL (JF,
JS) along with two Caspian Terns at Treasure Lake (DR).

A single Snow Goose was photographed on the Tannery Dam
near DuBois 11/9 (JF, DR, JS). A Greater Scaup was seen at the DBR
11/11 (DR). A flock of 20 Lesser Scaup were seen at the CL 11/12
(JF) and two were observed at Treasure Lake 11/13 (DR). A Surf
Scoter was photographed at the DBR 10/26 (JF, DR) and was seen
again the next day. Ruffed Grouse, usually single birds, were seen
throughout Clearfield however a covey of 7, presumably a family group,
were seen on along Rte. 879 near Rolling Stone Road 8/20 (JF).

Two American Golden-Plovers were seen at CL 10/3 (JF, JS)
and at least one continued in the area through 10/20. A Baird’s
Sandpiper was at CL 8/20-9/3 (JF). A Long-Billed Dowitcher, a
northern plateau rarity, was seen at the Platt Road Swamp 8/14 (DG,
JF). Bonaparte’s Gulls at CL included 2 on 11/12 and 11 on 11/22
(JF). Ten Forster’s Terns were at CL 10/9 (JF). Great Egrets were
seen at CL 8/12-9/28 (JF) and at BMW 10/6 (DH). A Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron was seen at SGL 87 on 10/17 (KS, NV). Merlins continue
to be seen in Clearfield on a regular basis: near Mahaffey 8/3 (NV), at
the Shaggers Inn Shallow Water Impoundment 10/1 (JF), along 1-80
on 10/7 (CE), and at SGL77 10/23 (DR) Peregrine Falcons were seen
near Philipsburg 8/2 (JF) and at CL 9/1 and 11/27 (JF).

A Northern Shrike was photographed at CL 11/29 (JF). A single
Red Crossbill was heard and seen at SGL 77 on 11/20 (DR) and two
White-Winged Crossbills were seen at CL 11/21 (JF). A flock of 8
Pine Siskins were seen south of Anderson 11/26 (JS). A small flock
of Rusty Blackbirds was seen at BMW 10/13 (JF) and an additional 4
were near Pottersdale 11/16 (JF).

Observers: Diane K. Bierly, 143 W. Lytle Ave., State College, PA
16801, (814) 238-8183, dkb246@usa.net, Carl Englstrom, John
Forcey, Doug Graham, David Hoch, Dan Richards, Jerod Skebo, Kira
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Smith, Nick Voris.

Clinton County
Locations: Swissdale (SW).

During the latter part of Nov, up to two Northern Harriers were
regularly seen over CREP fields in SW (WL). Likely only the second
county record, a Cattle Egret was for a short period of time observed
perched on a car hood at a residence in SW 8/11 (JK). Another very
brief one day sighting occurred on 9/1 when a juvenile Yellow-
crowned Night-Heron was found in Mill Hall. This was a first county
record (CCH, SL, MS).

Observers: Wayne Laubscher, 749 E. Croak Hollow Road, Lock
Haven, PA 17745, 570-748-7511, wnlaubscher@comcast.net,
Charles and Carol Hildebrand, Jim Kahler, Sarah Lindgren, Matthew
Schenck.

Columbia County
Locations: Catawissa (CAT), Jamison City (JC).

Similar to the previous season, Columbia was lightly birded and
few notable birds were reported. Weather this season brought above
average temperatures and above average rainfall. A lone Ruby-
throated Hummingbird caused quite a bit of excitement in JC this fall.
It lingered at a feeder until at least 10/25 (EH) which is the latest report
of this species in the county The only report of Red-breasted
Nuthatch this fall was a single at CAT along Hollow Road 10/16 (MT),
most likely a southbound migrant.

Observers: Andy Keister, 110 Hawk Ridge Road, Bloomsburg, PA
17815, (570) 337-3802, akeister110@gmail.com, Eric Hartshaw,
Margaret Thrasher.

Crawford County

Locations: Abandoned Road Trail at Woodcock Lake (ART), Conneaut
Lake (CL), Custards (CUS), Pymatuning Fish Hatchery (FH), Geneva
(GEN), McMichael Road at Conneaut Marsh (MMR), Miller Ponds
(MP), Pymatuning Causeway (PC), Pymatuning State Park (PSP),
Sugar Lake at Erie NWR (SL), Tamarack Lake (TL), Woodcock Lake
(WL).

Snow Goose observations included 2 at the PC 11/12 (EH), 7
birds flying over Rundelltown Road in Cussewago Twp. 11/17 (AT),
and one at MP 11/19 (AL, BM). Two Greater White-fronted Geese at
MP 11/27 (BM) were notable. Trumpeter Swans were found
frequently: one at SL 9/30 (MS, JT), one at Deer Run Trail at Erie NWR
10/1 (AL) and 10/10 (BW), and 4 at SGL 69 on 11/15, 11/19, 11/22
(AL), and 11/26 (KPr). The 4 Tundra Swans at MP 10/22 (CN) were
slightly early. Good counts of Tundra Swans included 250 at SL 11/18
(RE), 400 at SGL 69 on 11/18 (AL), and 300 at MP 11/19. Early
observations of ducks included 2 Blue-winged Teal at MP 8/15 (PF),
a single Northern Shoveler at MP 8/15 (AO, MO), an American
Wigeon at MP 9/8 (MW), and 2 Northern Pintails at the PSP Nature
Center 9/26 (EH). American Black Ducks were observed in their
expected numbers and locations (m.ob.). A Ruddy Duck likely
continuing from the summer noted at the PSP spillway 8/15 (AO, MO)
and 9/5 (LB).

Increasingly, reports of Ruffed Grouse have been limited to the
eastern half of the county. The only reports this season were from SGL
122, where one or 2 were present 10/19-11/10 (AL). One adult and 4
young juvenile Wild Turkeys at GEN 9/23 (IF) represented a late date
for young of this species.
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Observations of Black-billed Cuckoo included one near S. Creek
Road 8/19 (CN) and one at ART 9/16 (KP). Common Nighthawks
included one in Meadville 8/11 (MM), 2 at ART 8/25 (BM), 4 in the
Saegertown area 8/26 (ST), 2 at Greendale Cemetery 9/8 (BM), 2 in
the Townville area 9/13 (AL), and 10 near French Creek in Meadville
9/14 (IF, SR). A high count of 100 Chimney Swifts were also near
French Creek 9/14 (IF, SR).

A single late Virginia Rail was observed grunting at SGL 122 on
9/29 (AL). The only observation of Sora was a single at MMR 8/11
(BM). A high count of 7 Common Gallinule, 2 adults and 5 fledglings,
were observed at CUS 8/19 (RB). Sandhill Cranes were observed in
their expected numbers and locations (m.ob.). The high count of 90
was made at MP 11/29 (AL).

The most notable sighting of the season was a single Black-
necked Stilt at MP 8/16-20 (m.ob.). This represented the first report
of this species for Crawford and was likely the same bird that was seen
earlier at the Shenango Wildlife Propagation Ponds in Mercer 8/12-14.
A Black-bellied Plover was at SGL 200 on 8/29 (AL). A single Stilt
Sandpiper was observed at the FH 9/30 (EH). There were several
species of shorebirds which are usually observed in Crawford in the
fall, some more frequently than others, but were not observed at all this
year. These were American Golden Plover, Semipalmated Plover,
Sanderling, Baird’s Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral
Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, and Short-billed Dowitcher. The
only report of Dunlin was of 4 in the Hartstown area 11/13 (TN, KPi).
The scarcity of shorebirds was almost certainly due to the lack of good
mudflats this fall in Crawford. A good high count of 30 Lesser
Yellowlegs was made at MP 8/17 (JD). Late observations of Greater
Yellowlegs included 3 at Teakettle Road 11/16 (CG) and one at MP
11/22 (EH).

A Bonaparte’s Gull was observed at TL from mid-Jul through
8/14 (IF), an early date for this species. A high count of 1500
Bonaparte’s Gulls was made at the PC 11/12 (EH). A single Black
Tern was at MP 8/9 (IF). Notably there were no observations of either
Common Tern or Forster’s Tern this fall season. Numbers of Common
Loon were lower than expected. A good flock of 300 Double-crested
Cormorants was gathered at the PSP dam 10/28 (MW). A single
American Bittern was observed flying MP 8/17 (BO, KS). Notably late
Great Egrets included one at the PSP Laboratory of Ecology 10/24
(LFH), one at Candahota Lake 10/24 (JMit), off the Railroad Grade
Trail at PSP 11/6-11/17 (m.ob.).

A Golden Eagle, quite rare in Crawford, was observed flying over
Pymatuning Lake 8/1 (SR). Notable owl observations included a Short-
eared Owl at MP 11/27-30 (m.ob.) and a single Northern Saw-whet
Owl along Conneaut Lake Road 11/10 (MW). American Kestrel were
observed PSP area (m.ob.). Merlins included 2 at CL 8/8 (AP, KPo),
one near Brown Hill Road 8/11 (MB), one in the Meadville area 8/17
(JD), one at the Railroad Grade Trail 10/7 (JB), and one at a private
location in eastern Crawford 10/17 (AL). Peregrine Falcons were
noted at Candahota Lake 9/13 (CW), MP 9/20 (IF), and WL 10/23 (BM).

Olive-sided Flycatcher observations included single birds at
Greendale Cemetery 8/31 (BM), SGL 322 Towpath 9/13 (MW), and
Lincoln Ave. Park 9/18 (JH). Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were a little
bit better than average this fall (m.ob.). There were several late
observations of Least Flycatcher though 9/26 (m.ob.). A single Great
Crested Flycatcher was observed at a private location in the Townville
area 9/19 and 9/26 (AL), late dates for this species. A late Eastern
Kingbird was observed at Erie NWR 9/23 (AH). A Northern Shrike
was at SGL 122 on 11/30 (AL). The only White-eyed Vireo observation
was of 2 birds at the Shenango River float in the Jamestown area 9/6
(MW). Philadelphia Vireos were observed in a slightly higher
frequency than expected, particularly during late Aug and early Sep
(m.ob.).

Common Ravens increased throughout Crawford, primarily on
the eastern half of the county (m.ob.). Notable counts of Horned Larks
included at least 25 at MP 11/19 (AL), 11/29 (AL), and 11/30 (DB).
Reports of Bank Swallows were off early in the fall season. Red-
breasted Nuthatches included one at SGL 69 on 8/8 (AL) and one at
SGL 200 on 8/4 (AL), 8/14 (BM), and 8/25 (AL)—all notable for their
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August date—and a good count of 12 at WL’s Dickson Road Trail 11/6
(KPi, TN).

A Gray-cheeked Thrush was at a private location in the
Townville area 9/25 (AL). Late Wood Thrushes included 3 in the
Townville area 9/29 (AL) and a single bird there 9/30 (AL). The only
observation of Northern Mockingbird, an expected but scarce bird,
was a single bird seen off of I-79 in northern Crawford 9/30 (JP). A
good season for American Pipit included a high count of 20 at a
private location in the Townville area 9/28 (AL). Purple Finches were
observed in their expected numbers and locations (m.ob.).

A single Lapland Longspur, a notable bird for Crawford, was
observed in the Erie N.W.R.- Sugar Lake area 9/30 (RE), an early date
for this species. Observations of Snow Bunting included 2 at
Pymatuning S.P.- Causeway 11/12 (EH) and 6 at the same location
11/20 (TN). A single Eastern Towhee was observed along the Ernst
Bike Trail in Meadville 11/14 (BM), a slightly late date for this species.
Fox Sparrow and Lincoln’s Sparrow were observed in their expected
numbers during fall migration throughout the county (m.ob.).

Bobolinks included a notable high count of 60 at MP 8/17 (BO,
KS). Notable observations of Red-winged Blackbird included 4 late
birds at SGL 136 on 11/24 (BM) and one along Rundletown Road in
Cussewago Twp. 11/27 (AT). Top count for Rusty Blackbird was 150
at the Pymatuning Laboratory of Ecology 10/24 (LFH). A late flock of
10 Common Grackles was near Rundelltown Road in Cussewago
Twp. 11/27 (AT).

A single Northern Waterthrush, rare during fall migration, was at
ART 9/12 (JH). Observations of Prothonotary Warbler included a
single bird at CUS 8/15 (CB) and one at “the Wells” at Conneaut Marsh
8/17 (BO, KS), both expected locations for this notable species. A
single Orange-crowned Warbler was observed at SGL 322 Towpath
9/13 (MW). A late Nashville Warbler was at a private location in the
Townville area 10/18 (AL). Mourning Warblers are infrequently
observed in the fall season, so single birds at ART 8/31 (MW) and at
SL 9/25 (RE) were notable. A late Palm Warbler was along Brown Hill
Road in the Conneaut Lake area 11/7 (CG). Pine Warblers were
observed in higher than expected numbers and frequency (m.ob.). The
only Canada Warblers were one at Greendale Cemetery 8/16 (BM)
and a one off Hunter Road in the Meadville area 9/18 (RHa). Wilson’s
Warblers had a better than average season (m.ob.). Two late Indigo
Buntings were observed at ART 10/10 (TN, KPi).

Observers: Rob Hodgson, 709 Alden Street, Meadville, PA 16335,
(515) 708-0603, robhodgson888@gmail.com, Mary Allen, Robert
Amsdell, Nancy Andersen, Drew Bailey, Martin Barber, Allison
Bergeron, Jeff Biby, Craige Blackmore, Bandon Bolling, Lauren Brock,
Ron Burkert, Alex Busato, MArtin Carlin, Henry Chupp, Emily Clarvit,
Matthew Conrad, Michael David, Jonathan DeBalko, Angela Detweiler,
Rich Eakin, Logan Eirhart, Carl Engstrom, Kurt Engstrom, Katherine
Esser, Mike Fialkovich, Isaac Field, Patience Fisher, Donna Foyle,
Chuck Gehringer, S Gormley, Barbara Griffith, John Griffith, Taylor
Haight, Eric Hall, Ryan Hamilton, Mark Hanneman, Steve Hass, Louis
Freeland-Haynes, Joshua Heiser, MiMi Hoffmaster, Julia Holder, Ami
Horowitz, Chuck Jones, Deborah Kalbfleisch, Jeff Kenney, Scott
Kinzey, Sam Krause, Megan Kresse, Janet Kuehl, Tom Kuehl, Heather
Landis, Ella Lunney, Alejandra Lewandowski, Ella Lunney, Mark
McConaughy, Jeff McDonald, Mike Mencotti, Brian Miller, Joseph
Miller, Jeff Mitcham, Steven Miller, Elizabeth Nicholson, Ken
Nicholson, Claire Nicolls, Tomas Nonnenmacher, Mariam Ohanjanyan,
Araks Ohanyan, Bill Oyler, John Paalvast, Ken Pinnow, Alison
Poeppel, Kieth Poeppel, Karen Prager, Tessa Rhinehart, Dan
Richards, Steve Rotkovecz, Alana Sabol, Steve Sanford, Robert
Scribner, Kevin Shannon, Oscar Spiker, Kate StJohn, Mark
Strittmatter, Danielle Studer, John Taylor, Shannon Thompson, Adam
Troyer, Rich Whalen, Katie Wickert, Bill Wilkinson, Michael Williams,
Pam Williams, Carole Winslow, Jack Wykoff, Kendall Zook.

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Cumberland County

Locations: Brackbill Pond (BP), Big Spring Creek (BS), Children’s Lake
(CL), Elk Hill Road Tuscarora State Forest (EH), Huntsdale (HUN),
Kuhn Lake (KL), Leidigh Park (LP), Mud Level Road (ML), Michaux
State Forest (MSF) Pine Grove Furnace (PGF), South Middleton
Township Park (SM), Stoughstown Road Pond (SP), Vincent DiFilippo
Nature Preserve (VDF), West Fairview (WF), Waggoner's Gap Hawk
Watch (WG), Winding Hills Nature Trail (WH).

Unless otherwise stated, occurrences and the number of prior
occurrences of the species listed in this report are according to eBird
records and “Annotated List of Cumberland County Birds”
(Pennsylvania Birds 30:138-147, V. Gauthier, 2016). It should also be
noted that there may be current and historical sightings
for Cumberland listed on eBird from the Susquehanna River that may
be possible to list on this report, but without clear documentation
otherwise, they are considered to have occurred in Dauphin since the
county line is the west shoreline of the river.

The family of 5 Trumpeter Swans continued at KL through 10/7
(m.ob.) before 4 of them made a brief appearance at the mill pond at
BS 10/11 (RP). Ruddy Duck made an early appearance at SP with
one to two present 9/17-10/1 (VG, m.ob.). Redhead was also early
with 2 at BP 11/26 (BM).

A Ruffed Grouse provided a welcome record near Milesburn
Road in MSF 10/10 (CH, SM). Common Nighthawk continued to show
in good numbers at PGF, with 153 providing a new high count for
Cumberland 8/28 (DK, VG, KJ, TJ). Also notable were 5 nighthawk
sightings at 4 locations in Oct, including 3 birds in Shippensburg 10/8
(CP, RP). There was only one prior Oct eBird record for this species in
Cumberland.

Multiple heavy rains from tropical storms provided shorebird
habitat that was lacking the previous two falls. American Golden-
Plover was at ML 10/9 and 10/16 but failed to match last fall's numbers
with a max of 13 this year (CP, JP, RP). Stilt Sandpiper was the rarest
shorebird to appear, represented by one or 2 at SP 9/22-10/13 (TJ,
m.ob.). Perhaps due to the heavy rain peeps were in short supply, with
Least Sandpiper maxing out at 3 and showing only at SP intermittently
9/17-11/6 (m.ob.). For the second year in a row, Semipalmated
Sandpiper was absent the entire year after being reported each of the
previous 10 years. Pectoral Sandpiper was at SP 9/10-10/1 peaking
at 8 (VG et.al.), and up to 4 were in a flooded field near LP 9/24-25
(TJ). Wilson’s Snipe was reported just once—a single at ML 10/10
(CP). Lesser Yellowlegs were found most of the season and peaked
at 37 at SP 9/23 (BO).

A Bonaparte’s Gull made a brief appearance at CL 11/2 (DB,
StB, RP). Great Black-backed Gulls, rare away from the river, were
seen migrating through Cumberland airspace from WG with 4 noted
10/22 (CP) and one 10/25 (DB).

It was a good season for large waders. American Bittern is much
more common in spring than fall so one at Mt Road in SGL 169 from
10/11-21 was a nice find (TA, IG, DW). A juvenile Little Blue Heron,
the first since 2018, was at Cabin Road in SGL169 on 8/19 (CP, DK).
The Cattle Egret invasion into Pennsylvania this fall was well seen in
Cumberland. Three were found at CL 11/1 (AD, DB, ScB, StB, DK), 10
flew over just west of HUN 11/1 (CP, RP), and another was found
mixed with cattle at the same location 11/2 (RP). One of the Roseate
Spoonbills continued from summer at the mill pond at BS and was last
seen 9/18 (m.ob.). The length of stay of this spoonbill roughly matches
the previous Cumberland visitor which stayed through the end of Sep
2017.

Olive-sided Flycatcher was found at four locations, including an
early bird at SGL 230 8/18 (KJ). Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was also
found at four locations, all in Sep, including one at SGL 230 9/2-12 (AM
et.al). A Great-crested Flycatcher at VDF 10/9 provided a rare Oct
record (JM). While not as common this fall as last, Philadelphia Vireo
still had a good showing with sightings at six locations including singles
found throughout Sep at SGL 230 (m.ob.).

An exceptional flock of 2500 Tree Swallows was found at ML
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10/2 (CP). A very late Northern Rough-winged Swallow was at HUN
11/2 (TJ). Marsh Wren had an above average season. Two were at a
private marsh along Pine Road 8/13, and one was still around 8/20
(RM). One was at PGF 9/14 (CP) and another at Mt Road in SGL169
10/14 (BK).

WH proved to be a sparrow hotspot this fall and delivered the
county’s third record of Clay-colored Sparrow 11/28 (BM). This bird
was photographed well but only found one day. Not as rare but still
hard to find in fall, Vesper Sparrow made three appearances: single
birds at SM 10/13 (TJ), ML 10/15 (CP), and SGL169 10/15 (DW).

During an Oct post-breeding survey of Prothonotary Warbler
nest boxes a complete nest was found at HUN, indicating a new
nesting location for this species (VG). A late Prothonotary Warbler was
still at SGL169 8/7, also a known nesting location for them (KJ). Single
Connecticut Warblers were found at EH 9/13 (VG), PGF 9/19 (BK),
and SGL 230 on 9/6, 9/10, and 9/20 (RK, DB, ScB, StB). A Mourning
Warbler was at SM 8/17, a new early fall date for this species in
Cumberland (KJ, TJ). Rarely seen in fall, a Cerulean Warbler was a
nice find at SGL 169 on 9/2 (CP, RP). A Black-throated Blue Warbler
was quite late at the trail in WF 11/6 (RK). A Summer Tanager was a
great find at EH 9/17 and represented the first fall record for
Cumberland (VG).

Observers: Tim Johnson, 334 Greason Road, Carlisle, PA 17015,
(717) 409-4805, tj359@sbcglobal.net, Tony Arnold, Doris Brookens,
Scott Brookens (ScB), Steve Brookens (StB), Andrew Dapkins, Dave
Kerr, lan Gardner, Vern Gauthier, Christopher Hollister, Karena
Johnson, Bob Koontz, Ramsay Koury, Rodney Martinez, Annette
Mathes, Brett Matlock, Scott Michaud, Joshua Moritz, Bill Oyler, Chris
Payne, Jeff Payne, Rebecca Payne, Richard Paone, Don Weidemann.

Dauphin County

Locations: Appalachian Trail-Peter's Mountain (ATPM), Clark’s Ferry
Bridge (CFB), Fort Halifax Park (FHxP), Hershey Gardens (HG), State
Game Lands 290-Haldeman Island (HI), Susquehanna River (SR),
Susquehanna River Heritage Park (SRHP), Wildwood Lake (WL).

The Ned Smith Center’s owl banding site in upper Dauphin caught and
banded 111 migrating Northern Saw-whet Owls from 10/10 through
11/20 (GL, SL). There were 6 foreign recoveries (banded elsewhere).
Some originating locations had not been confirmed at the time of
writing, but one caught on 11/3 was originally banded on 10/11 in
Alberta, Canada. This bird therefore covered a distance of 1883 miles
in 28 days.

The Ned Smith Center’s owl banding site in upper Dauphin has
been in operation since 1997. Through a systematic migration banding
protocol in October and November, the site has caught and banded
2,532 saw-whet owls in 25 years, helping to expand knowledge of the
owl’s migration through Pennsylvania and documenting their
population trends, longevity records and migration paths.

A Black-bellied Whistling Duck was seen on the SR near
Liverpool 9/11 (DB). An early-arriving a Common Goldeneye was
observed at FHP 11/16 (SB, StB).

There were few Common Nighthawks reported this season, until
mid-Sep when 13 were seen 9/7, 25 were seen 9/14, and 20 on 9/18,
all from the west side of Hummelstown (AM). A Virginia Rail was
observed on HI 9/26 (SS) as was a Sora at the same location 9/26
(SS) and 10/2 (BO, KS). An American Avocet was photographed
foraging in the river at SRHP 8/14 (SS). An American Woodcock was
observed near Carsonville 10/30 and 11/2 (LM, SL, AL).

A late migrating Great Egret was observed at WL 11/10 (m.ob.)
and a Snowy Egret was also seen and photographed at WL 8/6-11
(m.ob.). A Golden Eagle was observed on ATPM 11/1 (SB, STB).

A Vesper Sparrow was observed in the Elizabethville area 9/22
(SS) and at WP 10/29 (EC). A Yellow-breasted Chat was spotted near
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Ritzie Village, west of Manada Gap 8/27 and 9/3 (JM). Bobolinks were
seen during Sep at HI (m.ob.). Rusty Blackbirds flocked once again
at WL during Oct and Nov. A high count of 36 was made 10/24 (BM).

There were no unexpected finds among migrating warblers. A
total of 29 of the usual 35 species were observed passing through
Dauphin including a Connecticut Warbler at HI 10/9 (SS) and an
Orange-crowned Warbler at a Halifax feeder 8/29 (SB, StB). There
were 3 reports of Blue Grosbeaks. The earliest and most northerly
one was 8/1 at HI (SB, StB). They were also reported 8/19 at HG (BE)
and 9/2 at WP (JM).

Observers: Sandy Lockerman, 3830 Lexington Street, Harrisburg,
PA, 17109, (717) 329-8040, sandylockerman@yahoo.com, Dave
Barnes, Scott Bills, Stephanie Bills, Ed Chubb, Bill Etter, Andy Leber,
Gary Lockerman, Sandy Lockerman, Annette Mathes, Barbara
Matthews, Lindsay McNamara, Joshua Moritz, Bill Oyler, Steve
Schmit, Kevin Shannon.

Delaware County

Locations: Barrett's Meadow (BM), Chester Park (CP), Crum Creek
Reservoir (CCR), Crum Woods (CW), Delaware River/Hog Island Rd
(DRHIR), Garnet Valley High School (GVHS), Governor Printz Park
(GPZ), Haverford College (HC), Hildacy Preserve (HILD), John Heinz
National Wildlife Refuge (JHNWR), Marcus Hook (MH), Memorial Park
and Mineral Hill (MPMH), Newlin Grist Mill (NGM), Newtown Meadow
Preserve (NMP), Bridle Trail (BT) at Ridley Creek State Park (RCSP),
Rose Tree Park (RTP), Smedley Tract (ST), Springton Reservoir (SR),
Taylor Memorial Arboretum (TMA), Tyler Arboretum (TY).

Remnants of Hurricane Henri plowed through 8/22, but it was
bested by remnants of Hurricane Ida 9/1 which brought significant rain
and flooding. Though Delaware escaped the worst of it felt by counties
to our north and west, flash flooding from torrential rains caused
problems, and many creeks crested over their banks. Oct was calmer
and warmer than average by 5-6°F. Although Nov offered some warm
days in the 60s and 70s, on the whole, temperatures averaged out to
normal with less than usual precipitation.

Overall, waterfowl numbers were lower than usual. A small push
of Snow Geese did not occur until the last week of Nov. The only report
of Cackling Goose came from SR 10/30 (AB). A group of 32 Tundra
Swan flew over the ST 11/19 (m.ob.), another 23 flew over Mt. Sharon
Cemetery that same day (AB), and 3 were at GPZ 11/30 (AG). Two
Blue-winged Teal were at DRHIR 8/19 and 8/21 (m.ob.), and one
visited CCR 8/30 (JZ). Three Northern Shoveler were at DRHIR 9/6
(JZ, AG, DO), and one was seen at SR 11/7 (AB) and at CCR 11/18
(DB). Three Gadwall were at SR 11/14 and 11/26 (DB, AB, JZ). A
single American Wigeon was reported from CCR 11/17 (JZ). An
unusually large flock of Northern Pintail, by Delaware standards, was
estimated at 150 at JHNWR 11/22 (AM), while the Green-winged Teal
high count there was 30 on 11/28 (m.ob.). Nine Black Scoters on the
DRHIR were a good find 10/27 (RF). Bufflehead was reliable at SR
during the second half of Nov (m.ob.). A female Common Goldeneye
spent 11/19-29 at CCR (m.ob.), the same pattern as last year, except
it stayed two days later. Could it have been the same bird? Common
Mergansers stopped at SR 8/17 and 8/19 (both JZ), 11/6 (AB, DB) and
11/26-27 (JZ); nine flyovers were photographed from RTP 11/5 (JM),
and one flyover was reported from RCSP 10/31 (HM). The only report
of Ruddy Duck was of 13 at SR 10/24 (AB, JZ). Pied-billed Grebe
was not reported from its usual CCR hangout but did show up at SR
10/30 (DB, AB) and 11/14 (DB, AB, JZ).

Continuing the trend of last year, Yellow-billed Cuckoo reports
were far more numerous than usual; Black-billed Cuckoos were at
RCSP 9/15 (BE) and CP 9/3 (RF, DO, AB) and 9/6 (MM). Although
Common Nighthawks were widely reported, the daily watch at HC
8/22-9/15 (SJ, KJ, m.ob.) tallied 1149, only 142 birds more than last
year’'s lowest-ever count. This was the third year in a row of totals
under 2000. Not a single day yielded more than the 182 on 8/23 (KJ,
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SJ), a far cry from high counts of several hundred which would have
been expected. A late Common Nighthawk was reported sleeping on
a branch DRHIR 10/24 (JHu).

Sandbars viewed from DRHIR produce nearly all Delaware
shorebird reports, which included American Avocet 9/6 (JZ, AG, DO),
Black-bellied Plover 8/13 (JH), 10/4 (SB), 10/6 (SB, AG), and 10/24
(SB), and American Golden-Plover 9/25 (RF) and 4 on 9/30 (SB, JH,
DH, AG). Semipalmated Plover were seen almost daily in Aug
through 9/27 (m.ob.). Two even turned up at SR 8/16 and 8/19 (both
JZ). Back at the river, Ruddy Turnstone was present 8/7, 8/18 and
9/2 (m.ob.). Sanderling showed up on eight days in the latter half of
Aug (m.ob.) into Sep. Dunlin were discovered 10/6 (SB, AG) and 10/9
(AG). A Baird’s Sandpiper was present 8/15 (AB, DB, AG, SB) and
8/19 (DB, AB). Least Sandpiper passage was 8/1-9/30 with a high
count of 84 on 8/3 (DB, AB). Six White-rumped Sandpipers were on
the flats 9/1 (RF), with one there 9/4 (AG). On par with last year,
Pectoral Sandpipers were reported on a dozen dates 8/9-10/6
(m.ob.), with one at SR 8/16 and 8/19 (both JZ) and also JHNWR 8/21
(B&ED). Semipalmated Sandpipers were reported 8/1-9/25 (m.ob.),
and a Western Sandpiper was identified 9/10 (AG). Four Short-billed
Dowitchers were found 8/17 (DB, AB, AG, RF) with one also seen
8/18 (m.ob.) and 8/22 (m.ob.). A rare Willet of the western subspecies
was found 8/13 (JH) and seen by many, including observers from the
New Jersey side.

Four Bonaparte’s Gulls stopped by SR 11/13 (AB, JZ). At DRHIR
there were two reports of this species 8/14 (AB) and 8/16 (MM) and
then five days 10/22-30 (m.ob.) on which multiple birds were seen.
Lesser Black-backed Gulls were noted on seven days, mainly in Aug
(m.ob.) which was a month earlier than last year. Unusual tern reports
from DRHIR included two Gull-billed Terns 8/11 (AB) and 8/16 (MM),
Black Tern on seven days 8/13-29 (m.ob.) with a high count of 20 on
8/19 (SB), and Common Tern daily 8/19-22 (m.ob.) with a high of 13
on 8/22 (DB, AB).

Common Loons were reported on only three days from DRHIR
and as flyovers from just two other locations: RTP on five dates (m.ob.)
and GVHS 11/22 (SJ). An American Bittern was viewed from DRHIR
8/4 (AB, AG, SB) within minutes of a Least Bittern sighting. The latter
was also seen 8/14 at JHNWR (RZ) as it was pursued by swallows,
and an odd report came from MPMH 8/18 (MM) when one was spotted
flying down into a swampy area there. A Snowy Egret was in the CFM
8/17 (KF), at JHNWR 8/20 (SB) and 9/10 (TW) and at GPZ 9/18 (MM).
Three locations, SR, DRHIR, and JHNWR, harbored Little Blue
Herons in Aug or Sep (m.ob.) while the sought-after Tricolored Heron
from JHNWR in Philadelphia was observed over the county line in
Delaware 8/8 (DO), 8/9 (MM), 8/20 (SB) and 8/22 (MM). Black-
crowned Night Herons were reported from DRHIR 8/4 (RF), MH 8/6
(AG), and Aston 8/20 (MM). A single Glossy Ibis was seen DRHIR 8/4
(AB, AG, SB) and again 8/19 (AG).

The 23rd season of the RTP hawkwatch reported its second-
lowest Broad-winged Hawk total ever, a mere 754 birds, and ditto for
Red-tailed Hawks with only 95 migrants. However, not all species
fared poorly. Bald Eagles continued to do well, with 164 tallied, the
best count since 2014, 719 Sharp-shinned Hawks was the highest
total in seven years, and 201 American Kestrels was the best count
since 2011. A lone sub-adult Golden Eagle passed over 11/14 (SJ).
Thanks to (CP) for the season summary and to (JM) and (DE) for
submitting daily data to HMANA and to each of the volunteer counters
who often logged lonely hours. The most exciting raptor of the season,
however, was not from the hawkwatch, but a Swallow-tailed Kite
discovered at TY 7/30 (JT) that remained in the area through 8/18 and
was enjoyed by many. Barred Owl reports came from BM 9/27 (RG),
Pennock Woods Park 10/1, 10/5, and 10/10 (all WR, SG) and TY 11/7
(Jaz).

Olive-sided Flycatchers were photographed at CP 9/3 (AG) and
RCSP 10/10 (BP). Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was also at CP 9/3 (RF),
in Aston 9/11 (MM), Glen Mills 9/13 (BB) and nearby Cheyney that
same day (JHa). Yellow-throated Vireo were reported from residential
areas in Springfield 9/10 (JZ) and Lansdowne 9/15 (CB) as well as
Aston 9/14 (MM), and Philadelphia Vireo was at CP 9/3 (AG), BM (JZ)
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and TMA 9/11 (AG, DO, JZ), in Aston 8/20 and 9/14 (both MM) and at
TY 9/29 (m.ob.). A late White-eyed Vireo was at NMP 10/18 (JW).

Three Horned Larks were at DRHIR 10/14 (RK). Four were a
flyover surprise at RTP 11/12 (JMc, DH), and 2 flew past GVHS 11/16
(SJ). A Cliff Swallow was at ST 8/23 (AG) and another was at DRHIR
9/2 (AG, RF). A late Marsh Wren was photographed at the ST 11/3
(AG). Gray-cheeked Thrush reports came from TMA 9/11 (AG), SR
10/3 (JZ), and Walsh Park 10/5 (JZ). American Pipit was at DRHIR
10/14 (RK) and 11/19 (CH). There were scattered reports of Purple
Finches in Nov (m.ob.) and a Pine Siskin 11/10 in Springfield (JZ).

A Grasshopper Sparrow found at ST 11/17 (AG) remained the
following day. An American Tree Sparrow was reported from NMP
10/18 (JW). White-crowned Sparrow was reported at eight locations
10/16-11/15 (m.ob.). Yellow-breasted Chat appeared at NGM 9/11
(BB). Bobolinks passed through from the end of Aug to the end of Sep
with a peak estimate of 75 from DRHIR 9/4 (DB, AG). Two Eastern
Meadowlarks were foraging in the grass of the BT at RCSP 10/19
(CS). Elsewhere singles were at RCSP 10/8 (AG), at ST 11/1 (AG) and
at DRHIR 11/19 (CH). Rusty Blackbird was at ST 10/19 (DH) and
JHNWR 11/28.

Twenty-eight warbler species, fewer than usual, were reported in
Delaware during this period. Notable were Orange-crowned Warbler
at ST 10/8 (AG), Connecticut Warbler in CW 9/1 (AE), Aston 9/8
(MM), and at ST 9/13 (SB), and Cerulean Warbler in Aston 9/11 (MM).
The Yellow-throated Warbler at RCSP was last seen near the
mansion 8/23 (JZ), and one was near Pennock Woods Park 9/16 (SG).
Late warblers included a male Black-throated Blue Warbler eating
porcelain berries in Chadds Ford 10/22 (EW) and an even later one at
CCR 10/31 (AB) and a Cape May Warbler in Ridgeway 10/24 (JaZ).
A male Blue Grosbeak was at NMP 8/11 (JW) and another was at
RCSP 8/18 (RM). Individuals were also spotted at JHNWR 8/22 (MM)
and 9/2 (MM). A Dickcissel reported from Coebourn Elementary
School in Brookhaven 9/1 (MM) just goes to show you never know what
you might see where, so keep looking!

Observers: Sheryl Johnson, 453 Duck Pond Lane, Haverford, PA
19041, (610) 649-4621, sbjohnso@haverford.edu, Debbie Beer,
Adrian Binns, Carol Brandt, Sara Busch, Brian Byrnes, Ben & Elliot
Dziedzic, Andrew Eberly, David Eberly, Bill Etter, Rob Fergus, Kevin
Fryberger, Ross Gallardy, Sean Gallagher, Al Guarente, Deborah
Hansen, Christopher Hinkle, Jeff Hapeman (JHa), Jason Horn, Jason
Hudnut (JHu), Kristen Johnson, Sheryl Johnson, Rick Koval, Alan
MacEachren, Jim McConnell, Roberta Menapace, John Mercer,
Hudson Moore, Micah Muldowney, Damon Orsetti, Bruce Piecukonis,
Chris Pugliese, Walter Randall, Cindy Steven, Jenni Tuliszewski, Jeff
Wahl, Erynn Wilcox, Tina Woods, Rich Ziegler, Jamie Zigarelli (JaZ),
John Zygmunt.

Elk County

Locations: Beaver Run Impoundment (BEA), East Branch Clarion
River Lake Vicinity (EBL), Jones Township (JT), Rasselas Marsh (RM),
St. Marys (STM), Winslow Hill Elk Viewing Area (WH), Wilcox (WIL).

Tundra Swans were near EBL 11/15 and again 11/19 when a
small flock was heard flying over at dawn (BB). Four Ring-necked
Ducks were at Allegheny NF’s Buzzard Swamp RA 11/10 (AD, JK).
Five Buffleheads were at BEA 11/12 (CK, NK), and 2 Pied-billed
Grebes were in EIk SP 10/7 (MS).

Chimney Swifts were reported four times in mid-Aug with high
counts of 7 in Benezette Twp. (JA) and 6 in STM (BB). Four Sandhill
Cranes flew over WH 11/27 (AE). A Bonaparte’s Gull was at
Moshannon SF’'s BEA 11/12 (CK, NK). A Common Loon was
photographed at EBL 8/12, and 2 were there 11/29 (BB). A Great Egret
was seen as it was flushed from the beaver dam area by kayakers in
Elk SP 9/12 (MS).

A Northern Goshawk was at RM 9/16 (BB). The long wail call of
a Northern Saw-whet Owl was heard at EBL 9/28 (BB). A Peregrine
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Falcon was seen making a failed swoop at a waxwing at EBL 8/31
(BB).

A high count of 3 Horned Larks were near WIL for several days
mid-Nov (BB), and 8 were in Kersey foraging in a cut cornfield 11/23
(CB). One Purple Martin was at RM 8/15 (BB). Monitoring of nocturnal
flight calls in EBL yielded a Gray-cheeked Thrush 9/19 and again 9/29
(BB). Red Crossbills were heard in JT 11/14, and 4 were seen there
11/20 (BB). Two White-winged Crossbills in EBL 11/10 were flyovers
(BB). Six Snow Buntings were in WIL 11/20 (BB).

Two Vesper Sparrows were near WIL 10/19 (BB). The three
reports of one Savannah Sparrow were of birds near WH 9/30 (FB,
HB), at RM 10/19 (BB), and an audio recording at WH 10/20 (JP). A
Lincoln’s Sparrow was near WIL 9/19, 9/24, and 10/14 (BB), and 4
were in STM 9/29 (CP). Four Rusty Blackbirds were at EBL 11/4, and
one was near WIL 11/16 (BB). Low-count sightings of warblers
included 2 Worm-eating Warblers in STM 8/17 (CP), one Orange-
crowned Warbler in EBL 9/26 and 10/8 (BB) and in STM 9/20 (CP), a
Connecticut Warbler in EBL 9/19, a Mourning Warbler there 9/16
(BB), a Cerulean Warbler near WIL 9/7 (BB), a Canada Warbler in JT
8/20 and 9/10 (BB), and one Wilson’s Warbler near EBL 8/25 and at
Rasselas Road 9/11 (BB).

Observers: Carol Light, PO Box 6, Benezette, PA 15821, (717) 964-
2324, lightpc2@gmail.com, Josh Auld, Brendyn Baptiste, Chelsea
Beck, Frances Brown, Harris Brown, Angela Detweiler, Anonymous
eBirder, Chad Kauffman, Noah Kauffman, Jeff Kenney, Julia Plummer,
Cathy Pomanti, Matthew Schenck.

Erie County

It was a rather warm fall extending throughout the season with
few bird-producing fronts. The numbers were not complete as of this
writing, but the waterbird count was setting up to be the slowest ever
since it was started in 1987. Apparently open water and food north of
us kept most waterfowl at bay, with few days of southward movement.
Passerine migration proved to be much better with several days of
fallouts, and with warmer weather, several species remained longer
than usual producing some county late records. Highlights of the
season included Harlequin Duck, Marbled Godwit, Buff-breasted
Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, several jaegers, Cattle Egret,
Yellow-headed Blackbird, and Dickcissel. There was no mention of
northern finches other than a flock of Common Redpolls in early
November. The following birds of note were recorded from Presque
Isle State Park unless noted otherwise.

Two white Snow Geese flew past Sunset Point during the
waterbird count 11/19 (JM). A Cackling Goose was spotted among a
flock of Canada Geese on a pond in Waterford 10/20 (JHi). The one or
two adult Trumpeter Swans reported during the summer season
remained through the fall at Howard Eaton Reservoir (m.ob.). A Surf
Scoter that passed Sunset Point during the waterbird count 9/20 was
record early in the county by about a week (JM). A female Harlequin
Duck was seen briefly as it passed Sunset Point during the waterbird
count 11/27 (JM, RD). There were just two Red-necked Grebes this
season, both on the waterbird count 11/5 and 11/13 (JM).

The flock of 8 Sandhill Cranes seen flying over Presque Isle
11/30 was a notable count for fall (JBo). Three American Avocets
were reported this season: one at Gull Point 8/14 (RD), another there
8/30 (MB), and one at the mouth of Elk Creek 10/5 (BGu, fide RD).
American Golden Plovers were reported 9/7-10/16 (m.ob.), when a
high count of 27 birds on the latter date were observed flying over Lake
Erie (JBo). Piping Plovers remained at Gull Point until 8/31, when the
last chick left (MB, JM). A total of five Whimbrels, all singles, were at
Gull Point from 8/14 to 9/5 (RD). The only Marbled Godwit noted was
a bird with an injured leg at Gull Point 9/8 (AB, SKI). One or two Red
Knots were at Gull Point from 8/14 to 10/4 (m.ob.). A juvenile Stilt
Sandpiper was present at Gull Point 8/26 (ST) and perhaps the same
bird was noted five days later (JM), followed by a few there 9/1-19 (JM).
There was a good flight of Dunlin at the waterbird count from Sunset
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Point 11/2, when at least 500 birds were estimated. The only Purple
Sandpiper reported was one flying past Sunset Point 11/14 (SSc, SB).
A White-rumped Sandpiper was at Gull Point 8/14 and again two
days later (JF, JM). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was photographed at
Gull Point 9/28 (EH). A Long-billed Dowitcher was seen and well
photographed at Gull Point 9/23 and 9/25 (EH, PF). Willets were at
Gull Point from 8/6-15 with as many as 13 counted on 8/12 (MB).

Always a good find, a dark morph immature Pomarine Jaeger
flew past Sunset Point 11/27 (JHo, SSc). On the same day and at the
same site a sub-adult Parasitic Jaeger was identified pursuing gulls
(JHo, SSc). An adult and a juvenile Parasitic Jaeger were well
photographed at Gull Point 11/18 (EH). To my knowledge this
represented the first record of an adult Parasitic Jaeger, at least in
modern times, in Erie. Other unidentified jaegers were spotted from
the outer beaches as well. Two were seen 10/16 and one was found
10/26 (JBo). A dark morph jaeger off Gull Point on 11/28 was believed
to be the same Pomarine Jaeger spotted the day before, but it was too
far away to make a positive identification to species (JHo, SSc). A
second year Little Gull was seen from the channel 11/26 (SSc, JHo).
The first Iceland Gull of the season was described at Presque Isle 11/
26 (SSc). Lesser Black-backed Gulls were present at the Lake Erie
Downs and Casino parking lot and at Presque Isle from 10/3-11/26
(JM, et al). A Glaucous Gull was photographed at the south pier 11/28
(SB).

Quite unusual to see during the waterbird count, a Peregrine
Falcon tried to take down an American Bittern that was migrating
across the lake from Canada 10/1 (JM). The bittern was forced down
on the water on a couple of occasions by the falcon, but the bittern
always managed to take off and eventually made it safely to shore. A
Cattle Egret, believed to have been struck by a vehicle in the Edinboro
area 11/10, was rehabbed and later released (fide SSa). Another was
in a front yard in North East, where it was well documented with a photo
11/18 (KW). The only Black-crowned Night-Heron was one at Gull
Point 10/17 (JBo).

A Black Vulture was reported taking off from a tree at Vista 1 on
10/8, providing the first county fall record (TS, FW). Both a dark and a
light morph Rough-legged Hawk were flying over Gull Point 11/28
(RSw). The only Snowy Owl reported was an immature in west
Millcreek Twp. 11/16-25 (fide SSm). Northern Saw-whet Owls were
present on the park from 10/27 through 11/6 (RD) with six banded by
the Erie Bird Observatory on the evening of 11/27.

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was spotted along Dead Pond Trail
9/21 (NH). A Northern Shrike was seen at SGL 109 in Waterford 11/21
(RSc). The only Common Redpolls reported for the season was a
flock of 17 in the top of a Cottonwood tree at the Lake Shore Country
Club 11/6 (DS). Two Lapland Longspurs were at Gull Point 11/9 and
a single was there 11/11 (RD). One Lapland Longspur was picked
out of a flock of about 40 Snow Buntings during the waterbird count
11/27 (JM). A Grasshopper Sparrow was temporarily stunned after
flying into a hotel window along the bayfront 9/26 (SKi). This
represented the second-latest fall county record for this species. An
immature Yellow-headed Blackbird was observed eating corn in a
duck trap at Gull Point 11/13 (JBe, JM). The trap mesh was big enough
to allow the blackbird to freely walk in and out of the trap.

The Northern Waterthrush first spotted at boat landing #4 on
10/22 remained to at least 11/5, setting the county record late date by
about a month (JBo). A single Orange-crowned Warbler was along
Dead Pond Trail 9/30 and another was at Leo’s landing 10/25 (JM). A
Connecticut Warbler made a brief appearance at Thompson Circle
9/17 (JM) and another was found in Erie near the bayfront 10/1 (KA).
The Mourning Warbler banded at Fry’s landing by the Erie Bird
Observatory 10/11 represented the first October record for the county
(fide BGi). A Blackburnian Warbler at the park 10/15 was record late
in the county by two weeks (JBo). A male Black-throated Blue
Warbler made the record books when it was photographed in Venango
Twp. 11/19, for a county late date by about a month (JS). Very rare in
fall was a male Prairie Warbler at Fry’s landing 9/14 (JM). Not an
annual bird, a Dickcissel was well photographed along Dead Pond
Trail 10/5 (NH).
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Observers: Jerry McWilliams, 3508 Allegheny Rd., Erie, PA 16508-
2129, jerrymcw@aol.com, Katie Andersen, Justin Berkheimer,
Angelica Billings, Mary Birdsong, Jason Bojczyk (JBo), Sara Busch,
Roger Donn, Pete Fenner, Jennifer Ferrick, Bonnie Ginader, Brian
Gula (BGu), Eric Hall, Nathan Hall, Jamie Hill, Jason Horn (JHo), Scott
Kinzey, Steven Klingler (SKI), Sarah Sargent (SSa), Steven Schmit
(SSc), Robert Scribner (RSc), Tom Shepard, Susan Smith (SSm), Don
Snyder, Joe Susi, Ruth Swaney, Shannon Thompson, Fran Willis,
Kathy Wheller.

Fayette County
Location: Greenlick Run Lake (GRL).

Warm weather persisted into October with summerlike
temperatures delaying the changing of the leaves. By the third week of
October several rain events brought cooler temperatures particularly
at night, with mild days. The first waterfall fallout of the season
occurred 10/23 during the passage of a cold front that brought a day
of rain.

Four Tundra Swans were at GRL 11/1 (AB) followed by 325 on
11/18 (AB). The rain on 10/23 brought the following to GRL: 10
Northern Shovelers, 13 Gadwall, 6 American Wigeon, 7 Green-
winged Teal, 50 Ring-necked Ducks, 2 Bufflehead and 3 Hooded
Mergansers (KB). Another weather event 10/27 brought waterfowl! to
GRL that included 2 Northern Shovelers, 14 Gadwall, 12 American
Wigeon, 15 Mallard, 35 Ring-necked Ducks and 250 Ruddy Ducks
(AB). Other birds at the lake 10/23 included 13 Pied-billed Grebes, 2
Ring-billed Gulls and a Double-crested Cormorant (KB). A great
count of 40 Pied-billed Grebes were there 10/27 (AB).

A late Black-billed Cuckoo was at Ohiopyle State Park 10/14
(DF) and a late Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at Jacob’s Creek Wetlands
10/10 (AM). The seasonal high count of 35 Common Nighthawks
were at Hopwood 8/27 (EJR). Ten American Coots were at GRL
10/27 (AB) and a late Killdeer was there 11/16 (AB).

A rainy day 9/1 brought up to 9 Black Terns (ST, m.ob.) and 22
total Sterna terns that included both Common and Forster’s (KB,
EJR) to GRL. Exact counts were difficult to obtain. Two Common
Loons were at GRL 10/27-11/1 (MF, AB), and 6 were there 11/18 (AB).
An American Bittern was photographed on private property south of
Uniontown 10/19 (EJR). Great Egret reports include single birds at
Bridgeport Reservoir 9/2 (RB) and Hutchison Reservoir 11/14 (EJR).
An immature Little Blue Heron was photographed at Mill Run
Reservoir 8/12 (EJR) providing a second county record. The first was
at this same location 8/12/1991 and was also an immature.

Two Black Vultures were near Farmington 9/17 (DBI) and one
was at SGL 51 in Dunbar Twp. 10/3 (EJR). Osprey reports included
one at Mill Run Reservoir 8/14 (JF) and 9/1 (EJR), one at Greenlick
Run Lake 9/1-2 (ST, RB), 2 at Deer Lake 9/2 (JC) and one at Ohiopyle
State Park 9/16 (KSJ). Other reports were made in eBird from the
Ohiopyle area and Confluence. A Bald Eagle and a Merlin were
perched in the same tree at Jacob’s Creek Wetlands 10/23 (KB).

A Red-headed Woodpecker was at Nemacolin Woodlands
Resort 8/8 (DBu) and 2 were at Mt. St. Macrina in Uniontown 10/28
(DBu). Merlin reports include single birds at GRL 9/10 (KB),
Connellsville 10/13 (KB), near Hopwood 10/17 (EJR) and at Spring
Valley 10/21 (MDo). An immature Peregrine Falcon made a pass at a
flock of swifts and swallows at Ohiopyle State Park 9/15 (KSJ). Seven
Common Ravens were flying over Connellsville 10/16 (MA).

Single Fox Sparrows were at Ohiopyle 11/6 (eBird), GRL 11/14
(MDa) and Jacob’s Creek Wetlands 11/14 (MDa). The only White-
crowned Sparrow reports came from GRL; reports there included 6
on 10/23 (KB), 3 on 10/29 (MF), and one 11/22 (ND). A few large
blackbird flocks were reported this fall. An estimated 3000 Red-
winged Blackbirds were at Friendship Hill 10/12 (ZWM), an estimated
500 flew over in small flocks at GRL 10/27 (MF), and an estimated
7000 Common Grackles were at Friendship Hill 10/12 (ZWM). Rusty
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Blackbirds were at Deer Lake for several days. Six were counted 11/6,
12 on 11/7 and 8 on 11/10 (JC).

A Louisiana Waterthrush was at Mill Run Reservoir 8/13 (MF).
A late Tennessee Warbler was photographed at Spring Valley 11/7
(DBu). Fifteen Yellow-rumped Warblers were counted at GRL 10/23
(KB) and they were numerous that day at Bridgeport Reservoir (KB).

Observers: Mike Fialkovich, mpfial@verizon.net, Mark Alt, Kerry
Bell, Dwight Blough (DBI), Ron Burkert, David Burleson (DBu), Alex
Busato, Jane Clark, Michael David (MDa), Matthew Domer (MDo),
Natalie Donofrio, John Flannigan, Donna Foyle, Alan MacEachren, EJ
Regula, Kate St. John, Shannon Thompson, Zealon Wight-Maier.

Forest County

Locations: Allegheny National Forest — Beaver Meadows Recreation
Area (BEA), Buzzard Swamp Recreation Area (BUZ), Kellettville
(KEL), Lighthouse Island (LI), Mayburg (MAY), Tionesta (TIO), West
Hickory (WH).

A Pied-billed Grebe was photographed at Tionesta Lake Dam
8/25 and 2 were at BEA 10/13 (AK, SK). Two were also seen at BUZ
11/10 (AD, JK). Several reports of Common Nighthawk included a
high of 28 at WH 8/24 and 15 photographed at LI 9/14 (KS). There was
only one report in this period for Eastern Whip-poor-will, near KEL
8/1 (KM). A high count of 41 Chimney Swifts was made along the
Allegheny R. at LI 9/14 (KS); additionally there were five reports and a
high count of 14 near MAY 8/14 (JS). A Solitary Sandpiper was
photographed near WH 9/12 and again at LI 9/12 and 9/14 (KS), and
one was audio-recorded near WH 8/23 (KS). An Eastern Screech-Owl
was near TIO 9/7 (FM), and one was singing for five minutes at WH
9/14 (KS). A Great Horned Owl was near MAY 9/15 (JS) and 2 were
near KEL 10/10 (eBird). A Merlin was near KEL 9/24 (FM), and also
“in its usual tree” near TIO 10/30 (KS).

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was at BUZ 8/30 (SB), and one was
photographed near TIO 8/31 (T&JK, FM). A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
teased a photographer near WH 9/13, who had spent two hours
attempting to get a good picture before finally succeeding (KS). A
Northern Mockingbird was in BEA 8/11 (AK, SK) and near KEL 8/23
(KS). An American Pipit was in BUZ 11/10 (AD, JK). A Lincoln’s
Sparrow was photographed near KEL 9/24 (FM). Three Bobolinks
were in BUZ 9/7 (AM). A total of 24 warbler species were reported, with
only few sightings of these: Nashville Warbler, Bay-breasted
Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Palm Warbler, Pine Warbler, Prairie
Warbler and Canada Warbler.

Observers: Carol Light, PO Box 6, Benezette, PA 15821, (717) 964-
2324, lightpc2@gmail.com, Stephanie Beilke, Angela Detweiler, S
Kaye, Jeff Kenney, Ann Kline, Tom & Janet Kuehl, Alan MacEachren,
Flo McGuire, Keith Michalski, Jeff Scepura, K Springer.

Franklin County

Locations: Antrim Commons Ponds (ACP), Buchanan State Forest-
Broad Mountain Eastern Slope Trails (BSF-BMEST), Caledonia State
Park (CSP), Creekside Nature Trail Menno Haven (CNTMH), Fort
Loudon Fort Historical Site (FLFHS), Greencastle Reservoir (GRRE),
Keefer Road Farm Pond (KEEF), Kriner Road Retention Ponds
(KRIN), Letterkenny Reservoir (LERE), Little Dipper Pond (LDP), Long
Lane Pond (LLP), Mountain Brook Road Pond (MBRP), Mountain Lake
Fannettsburg (MLF), SGL 076-Lower Horse Valley (SGL0O76-LHV),
SGL 235-Upper Horse Valley (SGL235-UHV), Wilson College-Fulling
Mill Trail (WC-FMT), Woods Road Retention Ponds (WRRP).

The Sunday of Labor Day weekend, 9/5, turned out to be a special
day for special birds in Franklin. There had been some weather
overnight 9/4 that lingered into 9/5. It was not severe, but it was the
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time of year when a weather system and its heavy sky could cause a
long-distance travelling bird or two to put down somewhere for a while.
Around 15:00 a juvenile Black-legged Kittiwake was discovered at
KRIN at the south end of Chambersburg (CBla). The site is comprised
of two small warehouse retention ponds that for some reason
occasionally attract good birds. The confined area at this location
allowed for great views of this bird, many times at less than 30 yards.
Photos were taken of the bird on the water and in flight, and numerous
others arriving and confirmed the identification (DC, BO, CP, RP, AM,
BKtz). A number of birders, both local and non-local, were able to view
the kittiwake into early the next morning 9/6. It was last seen around
08:30 on 9/6, and other birders afterward were disappointed to find that
it had departed. There are only about 24 accepted PORC records in
the state from 15 counties. It was also only the second record in
Pennsylvania for September. The rarity of this species appearing on a
small inland pond was remarkable. Most state records have been at
large lakes or from the Lake Erie shore.

On the evening of 9/5 when local birders were enjoying the
kittiwake, a Black Tern was found and photographed at ACP (MC).
The species is a regular but very uncommon migrant in the county. In
the end, 9/5 was quite a day for gulls and terns in Franklin.

Waterfowl species and numbers were very light during the period,
possibly the result of lack of early winter weather to the north. An early
Snow Goose was present in the northeastern part of the county
associating with Canada Geese at various locations 10/20-11/2 (BKtz,
CP, RP, BO, KR). About 100 Snow Geese migrated over the mountain
at MLF 11/19 (BO). The only Trumpeter Swan reports were 11/1 at
KEEF (BO, KR) and 11/21 at a pond on White Church Road (BO). Two
early Red-breasted Mergansers were at LERE 10/27 (BO), and a
month later there was a solo bird there 11/27 (BO). An early Pied-
billed Grebe was reported from GERE 8/14 (GA, KR). These were the
extent of notable waterfowl, making for a disappointing migration.

Eurasian Collared-Dove reports continued regularly from
southern parts of Franklin where they are an established population.
The highest number reported during the period was 19 doves at GRRE
11/24 (KR). Common Nighthawks typically migrate through here in
late Aug and early Sep. The greater numbers are usually found
foraging and migrating along the mountains. The high count reported
was 135 near Caledonia 8/31 (DD), an area that has reported large
numbers occasionally in other fall migrations. The last report was of
one at HROO 9/14 (BO). An unexpected juvenile Sora was seen in a
wet area on a farm near Orrstown 10/10 (MW).

An exceptional year for shorebirds in Franklin began in spring with
Sanderling and Wilson’s Phalarope, and continued in summer with
American Avocet, White-rumped Sandpiper and Short-billed
Dowitcher. There were additional reports of uncommon species during
fall migration. A Black-bellied Plover made a brief stop at ACP 11/14
(BO). Two American Golden-Plovers were found near Upper
Strasburg 9/3 (BO, BKtz) and a single was on McClays Mill Road 9/4
(BKtz). A Stilt Sandpiper made stops at ACP 8/13 (BO) and at GRRE
9/28 (CG, DE, BC, MC, BO, AM, GA, BKtz). Single Sanderlings were
reported at McClays Mill Road 9/2 (BKtz, CP, RP) and at GRRE 9/7
(BO). A Dunlin was at KEEF 10/4-10 (BO, BKtz, KR, CP) and at WRRP
10/17-20 (BKtz, CP, RP, DE). Baird’s Sandpiper is only expected in
fall migration and is an uncommon migrant here. Last year there were
no reports of the species, however this fall there were an unusual
number of reports. Up to 4 were at WRRP 8/28-31 (DB, CP, RP, TJ,
DK, BKtz, M.ob), 3 were along Grand Point Road 9/4 (BO), and singles
were at McClays Mill Road 9/9 (BKtz), at WRRP 9/14 (BKtz, BO) and
again at WRRP 9/20-22 (BKtz, CP, BO). A White-rumped Sandpiper
was also at WRRP 8/27-28 (BKtz, CP, RP, m.ob).

Noteworthy reports of waders continued from the summer. Large
numbers of Great Egrets were reported with 65 at FLFHS/MPF 8/7
(high count in July was 78) and 31 at the Mountain Road ponds near
Cove Gap 8/10 (BO). Good views of the ponds are limited, and access
into the sites is not permitted. The most accurate assessment of the
birds that are present is when they are disturbed by workers and fly to
perches in trees, or when they go to trees at the end of the day. The 5
juvenile Little Blue Herons that were first observed 7/20 at Mountain
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Road ponds continued with numbers decreasing until the last was
reported 8/20 (BO, CP, KS, KR). An unusual number of Cattle Egret
reports surfaced in Pennsylvania the last days of October and
continued into November. A single bird was first reported in Franklin
10/30 in a pasture along Rowe Run Road (BO, CP), and an additional
sighting was made along |-81 near Scotland 11/1 (CBIli, BW, Bktz, KR).
Adjacent Cumberland had sightings of three and ten birds 11/1-2.

Golden Eagle reports were made 10/20 west of Fort Loudon (BO)
and two were seen 11/7 (GA) from Big Mountain Overlook at the end
of Tower Road in Buchanan State Forest (also in the Fort Loudon
area). Up to three Barn Owls were observed at times at a nesting site
in the Edenville area during Aug (BO, KS, CP, RP). At least two
Northern Saw-whet Owls were reported in Michaux State Forest
along Ridge Road 11/24 and 11/28 (GA, BO). The Peregrine Falcon
that had returned to downtown Chambersburg each Nov since 2016
did not show this year.

Olive-sided Flycatcher was noted 8/19 at HROO (BKnr), 8/21
along Middle Ridge Road in Michaux SF (BO) and 9/11 at HROO (BO).
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were reported 8/21 along Middle Ridge
Road in Michaux SF (BO), 9/8 at Izaak Walton Meadows (BKtz), 10/4
along the Conococheague Creek near Fayetteville (BO), and a number
of times at HROO 8/23-9/24 (BO, CP, RP, KR, M.ob). A Gray-cheeked
Thrush was at CSP 9/24 (BO). An early Orange-crowned Warbler
was reported near Upper Strasburg 9/3 (BO). Connecticut Warbler
reports were 9/20 along the Conococheague Creek near Fayetteville
and 9/26 at HROO (BO), and Mourning Warblers found at a Heisey
Road yard 8/17 (BKnr) and at FLFHS 8/20 (BO). A Kentucky Warbler,
possibly lingering on breeding grounds, was at BSF-BMEST 8/11 (BO).
Blue Grosbeaks included male and female birds at an Edenville Road
farm 8/3 (BO), birds in the Upper Strasburg area 8/7, 8/14, and 2 on
8/22 (BO, GA, CP), and one in the Mercersburg area 8/26 (DB, SB).

November 2020 was an exceptional month for winter birds in
Franklin, featuring vagrants like Townsend’s Solitaire and Rufous
Hummingbird, irruptive boreal species like Evening Grosbeak, Red
Crossbill, Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin and Purple Finch, and field
birds such as Lapland Longspur and Snow Bunting. None of this late
year excitement came to pass in November 2021. Nonetheless, the
entire year of 2021 in Franklin was remarkable, with the just mentioned
species from 2020 carrying over into early 2021, and other rarities
found later in 2021 that included Summer Tanager, Roseate Spoonbill,
Little Blue Heron, White-winged Dove, Black-bellied Whistling Duck,
Black-legged Kittiwake, and Cattle Egret (all documented with photos).
Other than 2012 when Hurricane Sandy brought unforeseen rarities in
late October, the year 2021 seems like it will be a tough one to match.

Observers: Bill Oyler, 1216 Wilson Ave, Chambersburg, PA 17201,
(717) 360-5191, oylerbill@gmail.com, Gavin Anderson, Val Barnes,
Chris Blazo (CBla), Caroline Blizzard (CBli), Doris Brookens, Steve
Brookins, Bob Carmack, Marian Carmack, Dave Cooney, Missy
Cutchall, Dwayne DelGrande, Dave Ebbitt, Carl Garner, Tim Johnson,
Dave Kerr, Bob Koontz (BKtz), Andy Markel, Chris Payne, Rebecca
Payne, Kyle Rambo, Kevin Shannon, Miriam Weaver, Becky Wilson.

Fulton County

Locations: Big Cove Tannery (BCT), Blairs Hill Rd. (BHR), Boy Scout
Rd. (BSR), Buchanan S.F. Kerper Tract/Redbud Valley (KET),
Buchanan S.F Knobsville Tract (KNT), Cowan’s Gap S.P. (CG),
Haines-Seville Wetland (HSW), McConnellsburg (MC), Meadow
Grounds Lake (MGL), Tuscarora Summit/The Pulpit (TS), Wells
Tannery (WT).

There were 146 species reported via eBird in Fulton for the fall
period. Waterfowl of note included the one Trumpeter Swan on the
lake at BSR during the Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Blitz for
Conservation 6/18, which remained to 8/1 (DG, GG). The only other
Fulton record for this species was of 2 birds at HSW 4/13/2001. There
was also a flyover of 13 Tundra Swans at MGL 11/20 (JS). Other
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reports from MGL included one Gadwall 9/11 (JS), one Northern
Pintail 11/14 (VG), and one Lesser Scaup 11/29 (BK). A count of 10
Northern Shovelers at CG 11/26 (VG) and 42 Common Mergansers
at BSR 11/26 were both good finds.

One Pied-billed Grebe was reported at MGL most of the period
(VG, JS, JF, LF), and another was at CG 11/12 (VG). More unusual
was one Horned Grebe at CG 10/2 (JK). This was the first fall record
for this location and only the third fall record for the species in Fulton.
The previous fall reports were 4 at MGL 11/23/2011 (Pennsylvania
Birds, Vol. 25, No. 4) and one the fall of 1997 (Pennsylvania Birds, Vol.
11, No. 4).

There was a nice count of 62 Common Nighthawks reported
migrating at BHR 8/22 (CF). This was only the third fall report for the
species in the county. The only other time they have been reported in
fall was in small numbers of 6 or less 8/29-9/28/2015 at German Ln.,
Thompson Twp. (Pennsylvania Birds, Vol. 29, No. 4) and one reported
on eBird at the same location 9/20/2016.

Aside from Killdeer, reports of shorebirds were sparse as usual.
Others included one American Woodcock at BHR 8/7 (CF), one
Wilson’s Snipe at MGL 9/11 (JS), and one Solitary Sandpiper at
BHR 8/22 (CF). Other good finds at MGL were 6 Ring-billed Gulls
11/29 (BK), one Bonaparte’s Gull 11/12 (VG), one Double-crested
Cormorant 9/11 (JS) and 10/9 (JS, VG), and with one Great Egret 8/1
(DG, GQG).

A fairly late Osprey was reported at CG 10/30 (VG), 3 Golden
Eagles (two juveniles and one adult) were seen at TS 11/8 (VG), and
one Merlin at noted the same location 10/31 (TM, BO). Another Merlin
was found at BHR 11/13 (CF). The only owl of note was one Northern
Saw-whet Owl off Rte. 522 north of Rte. 30 on 11/4 (DE).

A Least Flycatcher was at WT 9/5 (TM). One Philadelphia Vireo
was seen at KET 9/11 (VG) and another was at Valley View Dr. MC
9/23 (TM). Carolina Chickadees continued to be reported from the
eastern and southern part of county. Locations reporting this species
during the period included CG, HSW, Buck Hollow Rd., BCT, and KET.
The season’s only Horned Lark was near Union Church MC 11/25
(VG). Similarly there was just one report of Northern Rough-winged
Swallows—20 birds at BHR 8/30 (CF). Red-breasted Nuthatch was
reported from a few locations: one at CG 9/25 (SH), one at KNT 9/24
(VG, TM), and another 4 at that location 10/9 (VG). There was one
other Red-breasted Nuthatch at Meadow Mountain Dr. Ayer Township
11/25 (VG), and 2 near the Laurel Ridge Christian Church on Laurel
Ridge Rd. 11/25 (VG).

Thrushes of interest included one Veery at KET 9/11 (VG), and 2
Swainson’s Thrushes at CG 9/26 (SH). Another 4 Swainson’s
Thrushes were at KET 9/24 (VG, TM). There was no report of Gray-
cheeked Thrush during the period. There was only one American Pipit
reported in this fall. The bird called from a field on Rock Hill Road, MC
11/25 (VG). A Fox Sparrow was seen at WT 11/9 (TM), and 2 Lincoln
Sparrows were at MGL 9/25 (JS), with one other at KNT 10/9 (VG).
Common Grackle was of interest due to its absence, as there were
none reported in the fall period after 8/5.

There were 22 species of warbler reported, and one hybrid— a
Lawrence’s Warbler at WT 9/4 (TM). The most unusual warbler found
was a Connecticut Warbler at MGL 10/3 (VG). This was just the third
eBird record of the species in Fulton; previous sightings were made at
HSW 9/17/2017 and at TS 9/15/2009.

Observers: Vern Gauthier, verngauthieri4@gmail.com, Dave
Ebbitt, Jean Fry, Larry Fry, Charles Fullmer, Deb Grove, Greg Grove,
Scott Harris, JS Kobes, Bob Koontz, Tracy Mosebey, Bill Oyler, Joel
Springer.

Greene County
Locations: Center Twp. (CT), East View (EV), Franklin Twp. (FT),

Greene River Trail (GRT), Last Chance Ranch (LCR), Morgan Twp.
(MT), Ryerson State Park (RSP), and Sycamore (SY).

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Wood Duck was last seen at EV 10/10 (MH). Yellow-billed
Cuckoo was sighted at SGL 223 om 9/29 (TR). Black-billed Cuckoo
was found at SY 10/10 (AC). Common Nighthawk was observed in
FT 9/8 (FS). Ruby-throated Hummingbird was last reported at LCR
in Perry Twp. 9/27 (MLP). An American Woodcock was at SY 11/1
(AC). A Cattle Egret was found by farm owner in CT 11/21 (DH). Black
Vulture and Northern Harrier were seen in MT 10/27 (ZWM). Osprey
was last reported at GRT 9/29 (TR). A Red-shouldered Hawk was
heard calling at Bell Farm in MT 9/30 (DB), and a Great Horned Owl
was heard calling in CT 10/30 (SB).

A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was noted in CT 10/30 (SB).
Eastern Wood-Pewee was last reported in Whiteley Twp. 8/5 (HL).
Purple Martin was last observed at Bell Farm 8/14 (CDB). Red-
breasted Nuthatch was heard at Bell Farm 9/11 (DB). A Brown
Creeper was at EV 11/26 (JH). Ruby-crowned Kinglet was seen at
SY 10/16 (JC). Eastern Bluebird and American Robin fledglings
were seen in MT 8/14 (KK). A Wood Thrush was at EV 8/6 (JH). Gray
Catbird was last reported in MT 10/3 (KK). Brown Thrasher was last
reported in EV 9/11 (MH). Cedar Waxwing was seen in CT 10/30 (SB).

Swamp Sparrow was found at RSP 9/29 (TR). White-throated
Sparrow was seen in MT 10/27 (ZWM). White-crowned Sparrow was
at SY 11/1 (JC). Dark-eyed Junco was first reported at LCR 10/27
(MLP). An Eastern Meadowlark was flushed in MT 10/27 (ZWM).
Baltimore Oriole was last reported in Waynesburg 10/27 (SB).

Tennessee, Bay-breasted, and Black-throated Blue Warblers
were found at SGL 223 on 9/29 (TR). Common Yellowthroat, Hooded
Warbler, and American Redstart were last observed at RSP 9/29
(TR). Cape May Warbler was observed at Monongahela Twp. 9/14
(ZT). Magnolia Warbler was present in FT 9/14 (PR). Palm and
Yellow-rumped Warbler were found in MT 10/7 (KK). Blackpoll
Warbler was found on GRT 9/29 (TR). Yellow-throated Warbler was
found at LCR 9/17 (MLP). Last report for Scarlet Tanager was in EV
9/22 (MH), for Rose-breasted Grosbeak at EV 10/1 (MH), and for
Indigo Bunting at SGL 223 on 9/29 (TR).

Observers: Marjorie Howard, 149 Preachers Road, Waynesburg,
PA 15370, (724) 852-3155, rkbbirdclub@yahoo.com, Dave Bell
(DB), C. David Bell (CDB), Steve Bowes, Al Churney, Jan Churney, Bill
Deegan, Debbie Householder, Jerry Howard, Daniel Kaplan, Matt
Kello, Kathy Kern, Tristan Kozel, Rosanna Lane, Mary LaPlante (MLP),
Hunter Lieb, E. J. Regula (EJR), Theo Rickert, Fred Schroyer, Jodi
Soom (JoS), Jack Swatt, Robert Thorn, Zachary Turner, Mark Vogel,
Zealon Wight-Maier (ZWM).

Huntingdon County

Locations: Baker-Henry Peace Chapel at Juniata College (BH),
Brumbaugh’s Access at Raystown Lake (BA), Cornpropst Mills (CM),
Ennisville (ENN), Dry Hollow (DH), Huntingdon (HU-town), Lake Perez
(LP), OId Crow wetland (OC), Pennsylvania Furnace Rd (PF),
Petersburg (PET), Seven Points Rec Area at Raystown Lake (SP),
Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center (SCEC), Stone Mt. hawk watch
(SMHW), Stone Valley (SV), Trough Creek Valley (TCV), Tussey Mt.
hawk watch (TMHW).

For fall 2021, 188 species were reported to eBird for Huntingdon,
right at the 5-year average of 187. The big weather event was
Hurricane Ida’s remnants on 9/1 which brought over three inches of
rain and moderate flooding. August, September, and October were
warm and wet. For the overall season, temperatures averaged two
degrees above normal, with Oct over 5 degrees above normal. Overall
rainfall was seven inches above normal. Only Nov was slightly colder
and drier than normal.

As usual for the fall season, waterfowl were mostly unremarkable,
perhaps even more so than in most years (despite Raystown Lake).
Unreported some years, one Snow Goose flew over SMHW 11/1 (TK,
DK). Tundra Swans were well below usual, with only a count of 158
at SMHW 11/12 standing out (SM); usually there are a few good flight
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days over the hawk watch. A Northern Shoveler at PF 9/8 was very
early (JK). Continuing the species’ trend, American Black Ducks were
nearly unreported: 5 were at LP 11/1 (JD) and 2 at CM 11/21 (SM).
Notably high counts were few, with 130 Buffleheads at LP 11/10
mentioned only by virtue of no other print-worthy numbers (RW).

A total of 12 Ruffed Grouse were reported from nine checklists
at seven different locations, similar to last fall's low numbers. Yellow-
billed Cuckoo reports were numerous but the only Black-billed
Cuckoo was of one at OC 9/30 (DW). As usual, Common Nighthawks
were in short supply. An unimpressive total of 21 were logged into
eBird, a bit better than the paltry total of 13 in each of the previous two
seasons. The high count was only a mere 4 among eight reports from
HU, ENN, and PF (m.ob.). The top Chimney Swift count was a modest
24 at HU 2/29 (AG). There were no reports of American Coot,
continuing a trend of reduced numbers the past few years.

Most of the notable shorebird reports came from PF, and the best
of those came 9/1, related to the heavy rain of Hurricane Ida. All of the
following were from PF. Up to 5 Black-bellied Plovers were present
9/1-10/5 (JK, m.ob.). Peak Killdeer numbers were 80 on 9/2 (KK), 132
on 9/8 (JK), and 116 on 9/9 (JK). Three species that are less than
annual here were certainly related to Ida: one Sanderling, 16 White-
rumped Sandpipers, and one Baird’s Sandpiper—all on 9/1.
Semipalmated Sandpipers were present 9/1-10/10, with a high of 10
on 9/8 (JK, m.ob.).

Gull reports were routine except 2 early immature Herring Gulls
photographed at SP 8/19, the first August eBird record for the county.
The only terns of the season were 2 Caspian Terns at SP 8/16 (AB).
The highest numbers of Common Loon and Double-crested
Cormorant came from hawk watches as usual. Sixty-five loons passed
over SMHW 11/1 (DK, TK). High counts of cormorants at SMHW were
65 on 11/1 (DK, TK) and 76 on 11/22 (SM), and at TMHW top counts
were 90 on 10/27 (CF) and 100 on 11/1 (DO). Single American
Bitterns were at SCEC 9/28 (MK) and 10/9 for the Big Sit (DW, JK).
Summer-dispersing Great Egrets were relatively scarce: 2 at LP 8/18
(JK) and singles at PET 8/18 (DG, GG) and Alexandria 9/13 (RW).

Fall hawk watch results for SMHW and TMHW are summarized
elsewhere in this issue. Briefly, at SMHW the seasonal counts were
mostly below average, thanks in part at least to warm weather and poor
wind conditions through the warm Oct and first half of Nov. Three
species posted second highest seasons ever (27 seasons): Broad-
winged Hawk (3559), Bald Eagle (184), and Golden Eagle (177), the
eagles responding to, finally, good winds after Thanksgiving and into
Dec. Conversely, Red-tailed Hawk and Osprey were record low in
number.

Red-headed Woodpeckers flew past the watchers at TMHW five
times 9/8-10/8 (m.ob.). Merlins and Peregrine Falcons were
observed around HU four and three times, respectively. Both are now
regular in fall and winter away from hawk watches.

Single Olive-sided Flycatchers were at DH 9/4 and in SV 9/9
(JK). Six reports of Yellow-bellied Flycatchers spanned 9/3-29 and
included 3 at BH and one each at SM, SV, DH (AG, NB, JK). Counts
of one or 2 Philadelphia Vireos were reported at least 11 times 9/3-
19 at five locations. Swallow migration was unremarkable. The only
Bank Swallows were 3 at HU 8/18 (GG, DG). A Marsh Wren was on
the Juniata College campus in HU (AG) and singles were at OC 10/13
and 10/23 (KT, maybe the same bird), typical for fall.

At least 7 Gray Catbirds lingered into Nov, found at five locations
(m.ob.); well above the usual zero to two Nov reports. The only Gray-
cheeked Thrush report was of 2 calling in flight before dawn at PF
9/16 (JK). That same nocturnal checklist included at least 14 (though
“certainly under-counted”) Swainson’s Thrushes. Most of the ten
reports of Swainson’s Thrush were made in SV (m.ob.). Highest counts
of Cedar Waxwing were 150 at TMHW 9/11 (CF) and 200 at BA 11/14
(AG).

Top count of American Pipit was 200 at PF 10/31 (AG, PM); a
good count here though not out of the expected range. The first Purple
Finch was a flyby at TMHW 10/15 (DO) but otherwise few were
reported until late Nov. A well-described Lapland Longspur was very
early at PF 10/8 (JK).
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The first report of American Tree Sparrow was 10/23; the grand
total for the season in eBird was only 18, with no count of more than 3
(m.ob.). Another usually fairly common species, Fox Sparrow was
also lightly reported, totaling only 22 for the season with a high of 6
(m.ob.). The only Vesper Sparrow was one at PF 10/8 (JK). A total of
5 Savannah Sparrows were reported to eBird from 3 locations.
Reports of both Vesper and Savannah are few in fall. The only
Bobolinks were 2 in TCV 8/8 (GG) and one at BH 8/27 (AG). Among
a meager five reports of Eastern Meadowlark, all were singles except
a good (these days) flock of 20 in TCV 8/8 (GG). Rusty Blackbird was
reported only four times: 3 at CM 10/24 (GG), 3 at OC 11/5 (AG, KT)
and one there 11/10 ((AG), and one at SMHW 11/22 (SM).

Thirty-one warbler species were entered into eBird. Most species
were found in moderate numbers at best, with no big fall-outs noted. A
very late Louisiana Waterthrush was well-described by two veteran
birders at OC 10/9 (DK, TK). A somewhat late Northern Waterthrush
was at Grazier’s Mill pond 9/30 (MN). A Brewster’s Warbler was found
at the Stone Valley Rec. Area 8/1, a location known to have both Blue-
and Golden-winged Warblers (CC). Orange-crowned Warblers were
at BH 10/1 and OC 11/5 (AG) and a Mourning Warbler was at BH
9/29 (AG).

Observers: Greg Grove, gwg2@psu.edu. Allison Bergeron, Nick
Bolgiano, Chase Cammarota, Ron Crandall, Jim Dehnert, Caroline
Fegley, Aidan Griffiths, Deb Grove, Jon Kauffman, Karen Kottlowski,
Mary Krupa, David Kyler, Trudy Kyler, Sean McLaughlin, Pedro
Miranda, Mark Nale, Desmond O’Donovan, Joshua Potter (JPo), Ken
Tucker, Doug Wentzel, Ryan Witham.

Indiana County

Locations: Blue Spruce County Park (BS), Ghost Town Trail (GTT),
Two Lick Reservoir (TR), White’'s Woods (WW), Yellow Creek State
Park (YC).

A total of 178 species were sighted in the county this fall; this is
about normal with the previous ten-year average of 177.2.

Tundra Swans normally arrive in the county the first week of Nov.
if not earlier. The first noted this year occurred 11/15 at YC with counts
of 66 on the south shore (SB, SS) and 15 on the north (MD); 66 was
the season’s best count. A single Blue-winged Teal lingered at WW
11/12 (HR), providing the third latest fall date on record with the latest
being 11/13/2012 (TG, MH, RN) when 4 were noted at YC, and
11/16/1990 (MH, GL) when one remained at YC. YC hosted up to 6
Northern Shovelers 11/6 (3RBC, TBC) with first and last sightings of
2 on 11/1 (SDo) and 4 on 11/24 (CH). Twelve Gadwalls and 8
American Wigeons first appeared 10/23 (MH, RH) at YC; last fall
sighting of 10 wigeons occurred 11/15 (MD). American Black Duck
numbers continue to be low with the best tally of just 11 at TL 11/23
(MS, JT). The only Northern Pintails sighted were 6 on 11/15 (SS)
and 2 on 11/24 (CH), both at YC. The maximum Green-winged Teal
count at YC was 21 on 10/23 (MH, RH).

First Canvasback appeared at YC 11/15 (SB, MD, SS) where one
remained through 11/24 (CH); all reports were of single birds. On 11/15
YC’s top Ring-necked Duck count was 200 (MD), the highest tally
since 11/13/2012 (TG, MH, RN). Eight Redheads 11/6 (CH) was the
high YC count. Lesser Scaup arrived 11/2 (PF, MH, RH, DK, TR) at
YC with the best tally of 10 on 11/15 (MD). The high of count 50
Buffleheads at YC was made 11/15 (SB, MD, SS). The season’s first
2 Common Goldeneyes appeared 11/14 (MH, RH) during a rainstorm.
Peak numbers of Hooded Mergansers included 26 at TR 11/15 (MD)
and 30 at YC 11/28 (CH). Common Mergansers sightings included 5
at the old VFW pond 11/23 (SD) and 4 at YC 11/16 (IF). Top Ruddy
Duck count was 88 at YC 11/2 (PF, MH, RH, DK, TR).

A drumming Ruffed Grouse 10/8 (JC) along the GTT was the
only one reported. With only six other Oct. records since 1987, a
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 10/9 (MH, RH) near Shelocta was the third
latest on record; the latest was 10/20/2001 at Saltsburg (MAD). A
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single Common Nighthawk eBirded near Blairsville 9/10 (SR) was the
lone report.

After last fall's extensive mudflats and the resulting plethora of
shorebirds, this year's migration was disappointing. Water levels
remained high at Yellow Creek this season, so little mud was exposed
for migrating shorebirds. One to 2 Semipalmated Plovers were
present at YC between 8/6 (JP) and 9/25 (MB, SBo, ED, MH, RH, PH,
JL, KL). On 9/7 as the observers were standing at the YC boat launch,
a single Sanderling flew by looking for a place to land, but it was not
relocated that day (MH, RH, DK, DM, TR). It was later learned that it
was seen and photographed the following day by one of the
maintenance men and subsequently identified for him by the park
environmental education specialist, Lisa Meadows. Least Sandpipers
stopped at YC between 8/3 (ED, PF, MH, RH, DK, TR) and 9/7 (MH,
RH, DK, DM, TR) with high of 15 on 8/6 (JP). A Pectoral Sandpiper
arrived at YC 8/6 (JP), 2 were present 8/11 (TA), and the only other for
the season was spotted 9/20 (HR). The only Semipalmated
Sandpipers were noted 8/11 (TA, DK) when 3 was the best count.

A single Wilson’s Snipe photographed 10/13 (MM) was still
present 10/15 (AK, JK). Highlight of the season was the discovery of a
Wilson’s Phalarope 8/8 at YC (AH), which lingered through 8/12
(RHa, SM) and was eBirded by 11 additional birders. Five was the high
tally of Spotted Sandpipers 8/8 (JaP, JP) and the last occurred 9/14
(MH, RH, DK, JT). Most Solitary Sandpipers moved through between
8/6 (JP) and 8/19 (SD), but one along the WPT 9/14 (AA) was the
exception. Greater Yellowlegs visited YC between 8/6 (JP) and 11/8
(LS) with top count of 6 on 10/26 (ED, MH, RH) and Lesser Yellowlegs
were found between 8/6 (JP) and 8/13 (MF).

Bonaparte’s Gulls were found on only three dates with top count
of 53 on 11/15 (SB, SS); the other two dates yielded singletons. An
overcast day 11/14, which started with wind and rain that turned to
sleet and snow, yielded a Franklin’s Gull among a flock of 15 Ring-
billed Gulls at YC (MH, RH). This was at least the sixth county record
for Franklin’s Gull. The following day 60 Ring-bills were present, but
the Franklin’s was not relocated (MD). A single Caspian Tern visited
YC 9/10 (RB, BO); a report of 2, an adult and a juvenile, on 10/9 (SG)
was the only other sighting. One Common Tern 10/5 (DK, JT) was the
only report. YC hosted a large flock of Common Loons 11/15 (SB,
MD, SS) with counts of 67 to 70 individuals.

An American Bittern was a great find at YC 8/11 (TA); this was
the first YC sighting entered to eBird since 5/2/2007 (MH, DH) and the
first fall report since 10/13/2013 (LC, MH, RH, DJ, GL). Great Egrets
had a consistent presence in the county between 8/3 (ED, MH, RH,
DK, TR) at YC and 11/1 (JP) when one still lingered at the old VFW
pond; counts of 3, 4, and even 5 were not unusual this year (m.ob.).
This was just the second Nov. record with the previous occurring last
year when 2 were present 11/1/2020 (MH, RH). A Little Blue Heron
at YC 8/11 (TA) was subsequently seen by many observers through
10/13 (MM).

A Red-headed Woodpecker at BS 9/9 (JT) represented the lone
report. A Merlin was a nice yard bird in IN 8/27 and 10/3 (JP). Merlins
also moved through YC between 10/8 (SL) and 10/12 (ED, PF, MH,
RH, DK, GL, JT, KT).

Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were noted at six locations between
9/10 (MH, RH, JP) and 9/26 (CH, MH, RH, HR); birds were seen at
multiple locations on both dates. Listed at four locations, Philadelphia
Vireos moved through Indiana between 9/10 (MH, RH, JP) at both BS
and near Shelocta and 9/21 (MH, RH, DK, JT) at YC. Last Fish Crow
was heard in IN 9/7 (MH, RH). The only Horned Larks submitted to
eBird were one 10/1 (MH, RH) and 4 on 11/14 (MH, RH), all near YC.
Four Purple Martins were last seen at YC, where they did not nest, on
8/3 (PF, MH, RH, DK, TR). Unusual was a flock of 6 late swallows at
YC 9/25 (ED, MH, RH, PH, JL, KL) including at least one each of Bank,
Barn, and Cliff. Winter Wrens moved through the area between 10/2
(MH, RH, JT) at BS and 11/28 (SD) when 2 were still present at
Waterworks Conservation Area, which seems to be a fall hotspot for
them. The fall's lone Gray-cheeked Thrush was observed at YC 10/9
(SL). Swainson’s Thrushes moved through the county between 9/8
(MH, RH, JT) and 10/25 (MH, RH). Last Wood Thrush was sighted at
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BS 9/21 (DK). Single American Pipits were found at WW 9/14 (HR) and
at YC 11/7 (EH) and 11/15 (MD).

Purple Finches were sporadically reported through the season
with all records of one to 3 birds. A single Pine Siskin was noted at
WW 9/15 (HR). A Snow Bunting flew over the north shore of YC Lake
11/9 (SD, ED, PF, MH, RH, DK). The only American Tree Sparrow
listed was at YC 11/17 (AK, JK). First Fox Sparrows were 4 that
arrived at WW 10/25 (HR) and one was at YC 11/7 (EH). Late
Baltimore Orioles were found 11/9 (SD, ED et al) and 11/16 (IF), both
in the McFeaters Cove area of YC. Both birds were photographed and
appeared to be different individuals. At least 40 Rusty Blackbirds
stopped at YC 11/9 (SD, ED et al).

Twenty-eight species of warblers were noted this fall in the
county. Last Louisiana Waterthrushes included 2 along the WPT 8/3
(DL) and one at YC 8/11 (TA). The Swainson’s Warbler along the
WPT was last heard 8/3 (DL). An Orange-crowned Warbler stopped
at YC 10/9 (SG); this was only the second Oct sighting in eBird for the
county. A Connecticut Warbler was a nice find at YC 9/11 (CH). Last
Wilson’s Warbler was sighted near Lewisville 9/25 (MC). An Indigo
Bunting 10/8 (MVT) was a little on the late side.

Observers: Margaret Higbee, 3119 Creekside Road, Indiana, PA
15701-7934, (724) 354-3493, bcoriole@windstream.net, Tina
Alianiello, Annika Andersson, Mark Boykiw, Sharon Boykiw (SBo), Ron
Burkert, Sara Busch, Lee Carnahan, Marcy Cunkelman, Michael
David, Sue Dickson, Shirley Dodson (SDo), Ed Donley, Mike
Fialkovich, Patience Fisher, lan Fitzgerald, Tom Glover, Steve Gosser,
Eric Hall, Court Harding, Amy Henrici, Roger Higbee, Deuane
Hoffman, Pam Hornick, Dory Jacobs, Debbie Kalbfleisch, Avis Keener,
John Keener, Gloria Lamer, Dennis Lauffer, Julia Laurin, Sam
Lawrence, Karen Lucas, Mark McConaughy, Donna Meyer, Richard
Nugent, Becky Ohler, Joseph Pumford, Scott Reynolds, Theo Rickert,
Henry Rummel, Steve Schmit, Liz Spence, Mark Strittmatter, John
Taylor, Three Rivers Birding Club (3RBC), Todd Bird Club (TBC), Ken
Truitt, Marge Van Tassel (MVT).

Jefferson County

Locations: Mahoning Shadow Trail (MST), Harveys Run Road (HRR),
Clear Creek State Park (CCSP), Punxsutawney (PXY), Five Bridges
Trail (FBT), Redbank Trail (RT), Brookville (BV), Ringgold (RG), Kyle
Lake (KL), Brockway (BW), Jakes Farm (JF), Oakdale Road (OR),
Sandy Ridge Road (SRR), Mill Road (MR), Cooksburg (CB).

At least 125 bird species were identified and documented this
period. Waterfowl numbers were decidedly lackluster this fall, however
a few notable species dropped by on their way south. A flock of 18
Tundra Swans napped on KL 11/23 (DR). An American Black Duck
was present on a pond along HRR 11/21 (DR). Six Wood Ducks were
located along MST 10/1 (JAK). A dozen Ring-necked Ducks, 8
Buffleheads, and 16 Hooded Mergansers were actively diving and
feeding at KL 11/23 (DR). Additionally, 19 Ruddy Ducks rested on KL
11/11 (DR).

Three Pied-billed Grebes were at KL 11/11 (DR). Upland game
birds of note this fall included an increasingly rare Ruffed Grouse at
FBT 9/18 (NV), and a flock of ten Wild Turkeys near BV 11/10 (AK).
The most unusual bird of the autumn season was a female
Selasphorous hummingbird that visited a feeder in RG until 11/9 (JAK).

Miscellaneous sightings of note included 4 tardy Killdeer along
MR 11/27 (HR), a lone Ring-billed Gull on KL 11/23 (DR), a Yellow-
billed Cuckoo at SGL 31 on 8/20 (AM), a Black-billed Cuckoo along
Galusha Road, BW 9/18 (DK), an Eastern Screech-Owl in RG 10/13
(JAK), and a trio of Common Nighthawks in BW 9/7 (DK).

Wading bird sightings included the discovery in early Aug of a
developing Great Blue Heron rookery at a private wooded pond along
HRR (DR). A Great Egret and a Green Heron were observed along
Little Toby Creek in BW 9/4 (DK).

Raptor highlights included a Northern Harrier along OR 11/24
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(PC), a Cooper’s Hawk near MR 11/27 (HR), and a Sharp-shinned
Hawk along HRR 11/25 (DR). Other birds of prey included a Red-
shouldered Hawk at MST 9/27 (JAK), and a Broad-winged Hawk at
CCSP 9/24 (SL). Five Bald Eagles were photographed along OR
11/24 (PC), an Osprey was sighted along the Clarion River near CB
9/20 (DE), and an American Kestrel was observed near PXY 9/20
(DG).

A Belted Kingfisher was present at KL 11/11 (DR), and a
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was located in RG 11/27 (JAK). An
Acadian Flycatcher was at FBT 9/6 (JP), and an Alder Flycatcher
was also found along FBT 8/4 (TR). A pair of Warbling Vireos and a
Philadelphia Vireo were at MST 9/27 and 9/20, respectively (JAK). A
Brown Creeper was observed at KL 11/23 (DR), a Winter Wren was
located at CCSP 9/20 (DG), a Swainson’s Thrush was tallied along
MST 10/1 (JAK), and a Northern Mockingbird was reported in PXY
8/20 (AM).

Sparrow highlights included 3 Henslow’s Sparrows at JF 9/2
(JAK), a Fox Sparrow in PXY 11/5 (NV), and a Lincoln’s Sparrow
along MST 9/27 (JAK). A few remarkable warbler species this fall
included a Cape May Warbler in PXY 10/3 (NV), a Bay-breasted
Warbler at MST 9/24 (JAK), a Blackpoll Warbler in PXY 10/2 (NV), a
Northern Waterthrush along FBT 9/6 (JP), a Mourning Warbler at
JF 10/1 (JAK), and a Wilson’s Warbler at MST 9/27 (JAK).

Observers: Dan Richards, 1151 Treasure Lake, DuBois, PA 15801,
(814) 771-2471, drichards7@verizon.net, John and Avis Keener,
Dave Keith, Henry Rummel, Andrew Kingfisher, Deborah Grove, Nick
Voris, David Eaton, Patricia Conway, Sam Lawrence, Alan
MacEachren, Julia Plummer, Theo Rickert.

Juniata County

Locations: Arch Rock (AR), Casner’s Crossing - Juniata River (CC),
East Salem (ES), Juniata River (JR), Lewistown Narrows Canal Park
(LNCP), Licking Creek Valley (LCV), McAlisterville (MA), Metz Rd
(MR), Mifflintown (MIF), Port Royal (PR).

For the fall of 2021, 137 species were entered into eBird for
Juniata, topping the five-year average of 125. Yellow-billed Cuckoos
appeared on six eBird checklists but the only Black-billed Cuckoos
were singles at LNCP 8/9 (JP) and LCV 8/14 (DB). Common
Nighthawks totaled only four: 2 at MIF 9/2 (JP) and singles at MIF
8/30 (CK) and 9/13 (CK, NK). Top count of Chimney Swift was 100 at
CC 9/20 (CK). A Rufous Hummingbird took up residence at a home
near Richfield (NK) beginning probably sometime in Oct. It was not
confidently identified to species until 11/9, then banded 11/10 (SL), and
was still present at the end of the period, having been seen by many
birders. This was the fourth record for the county, the first three having
occurred in 2012 (2) and 2013.

Good counts of Killdeer near MA included 63 on 8/22 and 80 on
9/1 (JP). Also near MA 9/1 were 5 Lesser Yellowlegs (JP). Double-
crested Cormorants were seen on the JR throughout the period,
though the high count was only 5 (m.ob.). As well, one or 2 Great
Egrets were tallied along the JR on many occasions, with the last
noted 10/9 (m.ob.). A Long-eared Owl was heard on private property
11/27 (MF); there are fewer than about a half dozen county records in
eBird. Lone Peregrine Falcons were seen along the JR at CC 8/27
(CK, NK) and MIF 9/24 (DB).

Single Philadelphia Vireos were near AR 9/18 (NB) and ES 9/27
(RK). An impressive 50 Bank Swallows were counted at CC 8/5 (CK).
The only report of Red-breasted Nuthatch was near MA 9/16 (CK)
and the only Winter Wren was seen by deer hunters near MIF 11/29
(CK, NK). Three Swainson’s Thrushes were recorded at a cabin near
AR 9/18 (NB).

A good count of 36 American Pipits was made at MA 11/9 (MP).
The only Pine Siskins were 8 at MA 10/14 (JP). Reports of American
Tree Sparrow were limited to singles near MIF 11/17 and 11/29 (CK,
NK) and the only Lincoln’s Sparrows were 2 at ES 9/27 (RK).
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Nineteen warbler species were recorded, none unexpected; 3 late
Palm Warblers were near PR 11/25 (BM).

Observers: Greg Grove, gwg2@psu.edu; Chad Kauffman, 91
Kauffman Lane, Mifflintown, PA 17059,
chadkauffman@earthlink.net, (717) 994-6715, Nick Bolgiano, Deb
Brackbill, Mike Fournier, Joe Gyekis, Noah Kauffman, Norann
Kauffman, Rick Koval, Sandy Lockerman, Ben McGrew, Jason
Petersheim, Michael Petersheim.

Lackawanna County

Locations: Archbald Pothole SP (ASP), Chapman Lake (CL), Corby
Swamp (CS), Fords Pond (FP), Heart Lake Rd. (HLR), Lackawanna
SP (LSP), Sickler Pond Rd. (SPR).

Northeastern Pennsylvania continued to see rainy weather
patterns into the later portions of autumn, much like it had for most of
the summer season. A relatively short dry spell did occur from early to
mid-August, but was quickly overshadowed by consistent, sometimes
daily rain showers shortly thereafter. Such conditions proved beneficial
for shorebirds and waterfowl by creating greater availability of mudflats
and overfilled bodies of water.

Highlights of infrequent but expected waterfowl species were
comprised of four observations. Eight Tundra Swans made an
appearance at CL 11/19 (MM), the only known county occurrence of
this species for the year. Northern Pintails were encountered twice:
one at FP 10/1 (TD) and 2 at SPR 11/5 (DS). A Greater Scaup was as
FP 10/27-31 (SP, TD) and 5 Lesser Scaup were at CL 11/15 (MM).
Sadly, Gadwall and American Wigeon were unreported.

At least 2 Ring-necked Pheasants were encountered at ASP
9/13-10/3 (AM, CF, RJ). The origins of these individuals are unknown
and thus they are significant, since they occurred prior to the fall
hunting and gamebird stocking season. Wild Turkeys, although not
believed to be in jeopardy, do not appear to occur in as large of
numbers as they once exhibited across the region. Could they be
suffering from West Nile Virus like the state’s Ruffed Grouse
population? Only time can answer this question.

A Horned Grebe at LSP 11/1 (SP) was a great find. One birder
was awarded the sight of a single Common Nighthawk along HLR
8/28 (RA). With hope this individual belonged to the Lackawanna
breeding population that has been noted in prior summers.

As noted earlier, conditions for shorebirds were better than
average. A Semipalmated Plover was spotted at CS 8/31 (DS); this
marked just the second eBird report of this species in county history.
A Lesser Yellowlegs was at SPR 8/23-28 (DS). A Pectoral
Sandpiper also made an appearance there 9/30 (CF) followed by a
second report of a lone bird seen at CS 10/10 (TD). Noteworthy gull
reports were limited to a single Bonaparte’s Gull at HLR 11/13 (TD).
It continued to be a good year for terns. A Caspian Tern was at LSP
8/11 (MM) and was the second sighting of its kind in county eBird
history. Sightings of Great Egret sightings were lower than expected
with just two birds encountered: one at LSP 8/28 (TD) and one at
Hollister Reservoir 9/2 (RJ).

Northern Harrier was the only noteworthy raptor reported. One
was at LSP 9/28 (TD) and another was at the Old Forge HS Athletic
Fields 10/18 (AE) and may have continued through 11/1. Cooperative
banding efforts of Northern Saw-whet Owls at LSP proved successful
(m.ob.) and supported evidence that this species is doing well within
the Mid-Atlantic; official results were not documented in eBird to avoid
excessive public disturbance to these birds.

Two reports of the sought-after Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
included one at SGL 300 on 9/13 (CF, RJ) and one at CL 9/8 (MM).
The latter report held additional interest, in that it may have been of the
same individual that was observed here the previous two fall seasons.
Most of the period’s remaining songbird observations were more or
less what is to be expected during the fall months. Attempts to locate
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Philadelphia Vireos were successful countywide (m.ob.) Also of note
was the year’s second report of Horned Lark: 4 at Watts Rd. 11/28
(CE). Reports of Connecticut Warblers at ASP were made 9/9-22
including 2 on 9/17 (CF). Wilson’s Warblers are uncommon
throughout northeastern Pennsylvania during migration. Two
individuals were seen this fall: one at Pinchot SF’s Elmhurst Tract near
Moscow 9/7, and a second was at Bird Rd. in Madison Twp. 9/16 (RJ).

Observers: Ryan Johnson, 140 Hollisterville Hwy, Moscow, PA
18444, (570) 702-9118, natureguy13@gmail.com, Ralph Allen, Tony
DeSantis, Andrew Evans, Christopher Evans, Chris Fischer, M. Mack,
Alan MacEachren, Susan Petty, David Snyder.

Lancaster County

Locations: Alcoa Marsh (AM), Chestnut Grove Natural Area (CGNA),
Conestoga River Park (CRP), Ironville Community Park (ICP), Middle
Creek Wildlife Management Area (MCWMA), Noel Dorwart Park
(NDP), Octoraro Reservoir (OR), Speedwell Forge Lake (SFL),
Susquehanna River Conejohela Flats (SRCF), Susquehanna River
Lake Clarke (SRLC), SGL 220, Susquehanna W.T.P Washington Boro
(SWTPWB).

August and September had only slightly above average normal
temperatures, but October was exceptionally warm at more than 6°F
above average. Nov swung back to slightly below average. Hurricane
Ida dumped over 6 inches of rain 9/1, the 3rd wettest day ever
measured for our area. Weather information is derived from Harrisburg
data from the National Weather Service, which dates back to 1888.
The normal temperature is the average of the prior 30 years. A total of
241 species were recorded during the period, below the prior 4-year
average of 251 (254, 269, 240, and 242).

Twenty-six waterfowl species were recorded. There were 3
sightings of single Cackling Geese in Nov (FH, BL, MSh). The
Trumpeter Swans at MCWMA, which largely lived on the Lebanon
side, moved to the main lake in Lancaster 10/24-31 (m.ob.). A drake
Long-tailed Duck was at MCWMA 11/5 (FH). A Sandhill Crane first
noted at OR 10/30 (PM, m.ob.) would continue post-period. A Ruby-
throated Hummingbird visited a feeder near Mount Joy for several
days until 10/24 (ML).

Twenty-five shorebird species were recorded, and Lancaster is
annually a hotspot for them in the state. However, data out of SRCF
was lackluster this fall, and shorebird numbers continue to decline
there. Habitat purposefully managed at MCWMA, along with certain
farmland, made up some of the difference. An American Avocet
dropped in at MCWMA on the afternoon of 8/4 (JF, m.ob.). A flock of 7
Black-bellied Plovers passed by a Columbia residence toward the
Susquehanna R. 9/9 (DS), and one was at SRCF 10/3 (EW), the only
sightings of this species. American Golden-Plovers were reported
from several locations 9/13-10/24 (m.ob.), with the majority around
farmland in New Holland. The highest count was 31 juveniles 10/23
near Groffdale (AD, JK). Up to 3 Upland Sandpipers were reported
around LA 8/5-14 (ZM, m.ob.). Single adult Ruddy Turnstones were
at MCWMA 8/17 (BC, m.ob.), and SRCF 8/18 (ZM). Two Stilt
Sandpipers were noted at MCWMA 8/29-31 (JHe, JHu, m.ob.), as well
as the only Sanderling of the season 10/26 (BC). Dunlin was noted
at 3 locations after 10/21 (m.ob.). Single Baird’s Sandpipers were at
MCWMA 8/17-19 (SF, m.ob.), SRCF 8/22 (EW), and in Groffdale
farmland 9/10 (ZM). White-rumped Sandpiper reports were low, with
one at SRCF 8/1 (MSc) and at a Manheim wetland 9/29 (BC). Buff-
breasted Sandpipers are one of the toughest annual shorebirds, and
juveniles were found in farmland near Witmer 9/2 (ZM), and Voganville
9/14 (EM, m.ob.). The only Western Sandpiper was with
Semipalmated Sandpipers at MCWMA 8/11 (DH). Long-billed
Dowitcher was missed. Up to 5 Short-billed Dowitchers were at
MCWMA 8/17-31 (SF, m.ob.), and a Wilson’s Phalarope was seen in
flight there 8/29 (BC).

At least 3 juv. Laughing Gulls were observed on Conowingo
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Pond 8/16-9/15 (BS) and one juv. was at SRCF 8/18 (ZM). Three
Lesser Black-backed Gulls were photographed with a local foraging
gull flock in fields near Morgantown 11/25 (FH). Caspian Terns were
numerous, with the highest count of 23 on SRCF 8/15 (ME). Twelve
Black Terns passed through MCWMA 8/12 (AS, m.ob.), and at least
24 were tallied on SRCF with 35 Common Terns 8/18 (ZM). Forster’s
Terns were interestingly absent, but 7 were at SRCF 8/15 (ME). Single
Red-throated Loons were seen near SRCF 11/6-7 (ME, LB), and an
early, probably summering basic plumage Common Loon was there
8/18 (ZM).

A skulking American Bittern was found at AM 11/6 (ML), the
season’s only one. A Great Egret lingered at AM as late as 11/21 (ML,
DH, m.ob.), taking advantage of the unseasonal temps. Small, post-
breeding dispersal waders continued their push into the county from
summer. The only Snowy Egret was at SFL 8/6 (EP). By contrast, juv.
Little Blue Herons were very numerous, and reports in Aug topped 6
at MCWMA (NW, WW, SF), 7 at OR 8/1 (CG), one at Peach Bottom
8/3 (BS), and one at SFL 8/20 (CS). The last report for the season was
a single bird at MCWMA 9/26 (ME, m.ob.). The shocking summer wave
of Tricolored Herons spilled over into Aug. Up to 3 were at SRCF 8/1-
15 (ML, m.ob.), one at MCWMA to 8/23 (SF, m.ob.), and one at OR 8/6
(LL). A young Cattle Egret was found around a Mountville farm pond
8/21, where it lingered to 9/1 (SS, m.ob.). A juv. Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron was at the dam at MCWMA from most of Aug after 8/7
(AB) with juv. Black-crowned Night-Herons. The continuing juv.
White Ibis was last seen at SRCF 8/3 (ML, m.ob.), and a Glossy lbis
was photographed at MCWMA 9/3 (JW). After the Jul flood of Roseate
Spoonbills immediately dried up, a juv. was briefly discovered at
CGNA 8/25 (ML, m.ob.).

An early Golden Eagle was seen during an informal hawkwatch
at ICP 10/9 (ML). Four reports were subsequently made from 3
locations 11/6-14 (BC, MG, EM). Olive-sided Flycatchers were noted
at 3 locations 8/28-9/18 (m.ob.), and Yellow-bellied Flycatchers from
4 spots 9/3-14 (m.ob.). Breeding Alder Flycatchers were last heard at
MCWMA 8/14 (m.ob.). Philadelphia Vireo reports were flush at seven
locations between the dates of 9/4-24 (m.ob.). Strangely, a Black-
capped Chickadee was well described near Marietta 10/23 (ML), in a
season otherwise devoid of any sign of irruption. A Northern Rough-
winged Swallow straggled at SWTPWB to 11/21 (EW), a typical
location for late insectivores.

Red-breasted Nuthatches put on a nice push this season,
perhaps an echo flight of their epic invasion from the prior year. A
Brown Creeper was noticed at SFCP 8/6 (EP), a species which does
not breed in the county. Only 2 Marsh Wrens were found: at SGL 220
on 9/14 (BC), and CGNA 10/10-26 (AE, m.ob.). Purple Finches
showed up in decent numbers, but by contrast only a single Pine
Siskin was photographed in Ephrata 10/2 (EW).

A Lapland Longspur was heard near Groffdale 11/25 (ZM), and
a somewhat late Grasshopper Sparrow was photographed at NDP
10/9 (SM). A Clay-colored Sparrow was a nice find near Voganville
11/11 (EM). Vesper Sparrows were at CGNA 10/20 (RN) and near
Groffdale 10/24 (NW, WW). Two Orchard Orioles were observed at
CGNA 9/25 (JHu, KL), on the very tail end of their residency in the
county.

The lone sighting of a Golden-winged Warbler came from CGNA
9/19 (KL). Orange-crowned Warblers were discovered in four
locations 10/1-9 (TG, ML, SM, RN, m.ob.), and a Connecticut Warbler
was at CGNA 10/9 (TG). Late warblers included a Magnolia Warbler
at NDP 11/7 (SM), a Yellow-throated Warbler at CRP 9/4 (SG), and
a Wilson’s Warbler at CGNA 11/6 (SC). An immature male Blue
Grosbeak was photographed at NDP 10/17 (SM), and a Dickcissel
was described at MCWMA 8/2 (JW).

Observers: Zach Millen, 101 Bridle Path, New Holland, PA 17557,
(717) 723-1279, zjmillen@gmail.com, Adam Bartles, Larry Bernhardt,
Bruce Carl, Stacey Conrad, Angela Detweiler, Mike Epler, Anne
Esbenshade, Steve Ferreri, Jim Fiorentino, Michael Gardner, Stan
Gray, Frank Haas, Jonathan Heller (JHe), Daniel Hinnesbusch, Josh
Houck (JHu), Jeff Kenney, Keath Leidich, Larry Lewis, Brian
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Lineaweaver, Meredith Lombard, Ervin Martin, Randall Nett, Elaine
Phipps, Mike Schall, Mike Shull, Alice Simmons, Stan Stahl, Carrington
Stephenson, Eric Witmer, Joe Wolf.

Lawrence County

Locations: Black Swamp (BS), Mason Road, SGL 151 (MR), Plain
Grove Twp. (PGT), Shaner Road Marsh (SR), Volant Strips (VSM),
Vosler Road pond (VR), Wampum-New Galilee Road Marsh (WNGM).

Waterfowl migration was quite lackluster. Top count of Blue-
winged Teal was just 5 at SR, where the species was present 8/17-
10/17 (TP, m.ob.). Eleven Northern Shovelers were at SR 9/10 (GK,
MAK) and one persisted at Copper Road to 11/21 (MV). Best count of
Gadwall at SR was a paltry 4 birds from 10/28-11/23 (DB, m.ob.). A
very early American Wigeon, perhaps the earliest ever recorded for
Lawrence, was noted at SR 9/24 (MV). Ring-necked Duck was the
only duck to show well; numbers at SR swelled to as many as 175 in
late Nov (GK, MAK, m.ob.). The first Lesser Scaup didn’t show up at
SR until 11/20 and the max count was just 10 thereafter (m.ob.). A
group of 14 Ruddy Ducks appeared at SR 10/30 (MV) which was
followed by small numbers through Nov.

A Common Nighthawk was noted in New Castle 9/3 (PS). Up to
12 Common Gallinules were counted at the WNGM in Sep (MV),
where they are an annual breeder. Top counts of Sandhill Cranes in
the autumn months were 54 at BS 10/19 (ST) and 61 also at BS 11/4
(ST).

A few notable shorebirds were found, keeping Lawrence near the
top of the list of best counties in western Pennsylvania for shorebirds,
outside of Erie. This season both MR and SR were generally
productive, but the most notable bird appeared at VR. Two American
Golden-Plovers were at MR 10/15-24 (MV). The only Semipalmated
Plovers were 2 at VR 9/3-6 (MV), and 2 Dunlin were at MR 10/9-15
(MC, JO). Two Baird’s Sandpipers, reported less than annually in
Lawrence, were at VR 9/18-19 (MV). It was not a good season for
Semipalmated Sandpipers; top count was just 4 at SR from 8/6-12
(MC, JO). A Short-billed Dowitcher at SR 8/12 (TP) was
characteristically on the leading edge of southbound migration. Two
Greater Yellowlegs were still at MR 10/30 (MC, MK). Best of all was
a Red-necked Phalarope at VR 8/21 (MV), which unfortunately stayed
only that one day. Yet another good find of a less than annual species
was a Black Tern at SR 9/5 (TP).

Rough-legged Hawk was back in PGT 11/11 (TP), and one or 2
Short-eared Owls were noted at VSM 10/9 and 10/30 (MC, JO, MK).
A Merlin was a nice find at VR 9/17 (MV), and two sightings of
Peregrine Falcon, still rare in Lawrence, included one at VSM 10/2
(TP) and one at MR 10/15 (MV).

Passerine migration passed mostly without note, meaning, as is
usual for Lawrence, that birders spent hardly any effort working the
county’s woodlots trying to find them. Two different Philadelphia Vireo
reports included one at MR 9/11 (MC, JO) and one at BS 9/19 (GK,
MAK). Still notable in mostly glaciated Lawrence is Common Raven;
this season (DK). A late Tree Swallow was still at MR 10/23 (MV). Nice
counts of American Pipit included 12 at SR 10/3 (MV) and up to 24 at
VSM 10/30-11/11 (MC, MK). Ten Rusty Blackbirds were at VSM
11/24 (MH). Only six species of warblers that do not breed in the county
were reported, and none in significant numbers or on notable dates.

Observers: Geoff Malosh, 7762 Maumee Western Road, Maumee,
OH 43537, (412) 735-3128, pomarine@earthlink.net, David Brooke,
Martin Carlin, Michelle Hanko, Karena Johnson, Deb Kalbfleisch,
Michelle Kienholz, Mary Alice Koeneke (MAK), Glenn Koppel, James
Offhaus, Tom Pinter, Kathy Saunders, Pam Shaw, Shannon
Thompson, Mark Vass.
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Lebanon County

Locations: Balmer's Farm Pond (BFP), Cornwall Area (CA), Fort
Indiantown Gap (FIG), Fox and Prescott Rd (FXP), Greater Lebanon
Refuse Authority (GLRA), Memorial Lake State Park (MLSP), Middle
Creek Wildlife Management Area (MC), Mt Gretna Area (MG), Mt
Pleasant Rd (MPR), Quittapahilla Educational Wetlands (QEW),
Reistville Flooded Fields (RFF), Snitz Creek Park (SCP), Stover's Dam
Park (SDP), Swatara State Park (SSP).

Two Trumpeter Swans continued from the summer season at
MC 8/19 (ST). Twenty-four was a good count of Blue-winged Teal at
RFF 9/22 (JH). A Ruffed Grouse was found at SSP 11/7 (KM). Good
counts of Common Nighthawks were provided by 12 at Grantville
8/24 (TB), and 30 at Lickdale 8/29 (MC). A Sandhill Crane was seen
near Cedar Crest High School 11/6 (JH, JF).

A Black-bellied Plover was along MPR 9/21-22 (JH, RS). Up to
5 American Golden Plovers were along MPR 9/19-22 (JH, SW, RS),
and 2 were at BFP 10/16 (JH). A Ruddy Turnstone was at RFF 9/20-
29 (JH, TN, JV). Up to 3 Stilt Sandpipers were at RFF 9/20-29 (JH,
JV, TN), and another was at FXP 10/10-12 (WW, NW, TBu, MS, RS),
and again 10/23 (JH). Two Least Sandpipers, accidental in
November, were at FXP 11/24 (FH). Two White-rumped Sandpipers
were at RFF 9/4 (JH), singles were at RFF 9/21-22 (JH, JV), 10/2 (JH),
and 10/13 (JH), and one was at FXP 10/16-17 (RS, EK), and 11/6 (JH,
MS, MC, JF). Eight dowitchers of undetermined species were at FXP
9/1 (JH). Both a Short-billed Dowitcher (MS) and a Long-billed
Dowitcher (FH) were reported at FXP 9/2. A Wilson’s Phalarope was
a nice find at RFF 10/9-11 (JH, JW, RS, LR). A Red-necked
Phalarope was at QEW 9/6 (JH).

A Lesser Black-backed Gull was at MLSP 10/30 (JH), and 2
were at the GLRA 11/27 (JH, AM). Two Caspian Terns were at MLSP
8/14-15 (RS, RP). An American Bittern was a nice find at SCP 10/11
(RS). A Cattle Egret was at FXP 10/27 (RS, P&RW), and at MPR 11/7-
10 (JH, TN, LR, RP). A Black-crowned Night-heron was at SGL 145
on 8/6 (DL, PB, HM), and 2 were at the Mine and Birch Rd Pond 9/3
(RS).

A Red-headed Woodpecker was at Obie Rd 8/20 (JF) and 2
were at MLSP 11/21 (AR). A Merlin was at SDP 9/21 (TBu). Peregrine
Falcons were seen at RFF 10/9 (JH), SGL 156 on 10/9 (JH), Greble
and Union Rd 10/28 (FHe), and at MG 10/29 (PB, RP). Olive-sided
Flycatchers were found at SGL 145 on 8/26 (RP); CA 8/29 (P&RW);
and MLSP 9/24-25 (SW, MG, CW). Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were
at SSP 8/29 (JH) and SGL 145 on 9/4 (JHo).

An estimated 50,000 Tree Swallows provided a great migration
spectacle at Fox Rd 10/9 (P&RW). Red-breasted Nuthatches were
uncommon this fall. One was at SGL 145 on 10/10 (RP, JH), and 2
were there 10/24 (P&RW). A Marsh Wren was at the Cornwall Manor
retention pond 10/23 (P&RW). A long-staying Marsh Wren provided a
second November record for Lebanon at SCP 11/9-25 (RS, JH, RP).
Thirty American Pipits provided a good count at Lebanon Valley
College 11/21 (RS, LR). Purple Fiches were uncommon, with one at
SGL 145 on 10/26 (JH) and 2 at FIG 11/29 (JD).

A Snow Bunting was at FIG 11/12 (JD, CT). Sixteen Lincoln’s
Sparrows provided a good count at SGL 145 on 10/3 (JH). One was
fairly late at SCP 11/25 (JH, RP). Rusty Blackbird was noted at MLSP
10/16 (JH) and at SGL 145 on 11/5 (PB, RP). It was a good fall for
Orange-crowned Warblers, with one at SDP 11/7 (JH), and one at
SCP 11/21 (LR). The season’s only Connecticut Warbler was found
at SSP 9/11 (JH). A fairly late Wilson’s Warbler was observed at CA
10/20 (P&RW). Up to 2 Blue Grosbeaks were at MC 8/4-29 (BO, JDe,
SM, RH), one was at Obie Rd 8/29 (JF), and one was at SGL 145 on
8/29 (RP).

Observers: Timothy Becker, tjbecker81@aol.com, Kathy Becker,
Paul Brubaker, Thomas Buehl Jr (TBu), Mary Coomer, Jonathan
DeBalko (JDe), Jarrod Derr, Jim Fiorentino, Marilyn Glace, Frank
Haas, Rebecca Hart, Fritz Heilman (FHe), Jonathan Heller, Josh
Houck (JHo), Edward Komito, Dave Leiter, Alan MacEachren, Steve
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Mannus, Kevin Mock, Herb Myers, Ted Nichols, Bill Oyler, Robert
Peda, Anne Randall, Laura Richmond, Mike Shull, Rita Stima, Shea
Tiller, Cassidy Titus, Jeff Vinosky, Steve Walthius, Cathleen Wetzel,
Pat and Richard Williams (P&RW), Joe Wolf, Nina Wolf, Warren Wolf.

Lehigh County

Snow Geese arrived unusually late this season with the only
significant report (45) occurring over Trexler Nature Preserve 11/29
(LB), barely within the fall report period. Several reports of Cackling
Goose came mainly from the Alburtis Road retention pond beginning
10/12 (JaH). A hybrid Snow Goose x Canada Goose was also
documented there beginning 10/23 (JV). There were five records of
Blue-winged Teal with max count (12) at Alburtis 9/16 (JF). Wild
Turkey was reported slightly more often than in recent seasons, but in
low numbers. There were fourteen reports, with max count (7) 8/20 at
the southwestern corner of the county (KR). Common Nighthawk was
also found in low numbers yet again, with just seven reports 8/24 to
9/14. Max count (25) was 8/31 near Alburtis (JV). Dunlin is not a
common bird here, so two records for the period is good. The first was
9/23 at Grange Park in Upper Macungie (JH). What may or may not
have been the same bird was at nearby Krock's Road retention ponds
10/1 to 10/3 (mobs). Just one fall record of Lesser Black-backed Gull
is unusual, 11/20 at Dorney Pond (JH). Least Bittern put in an
appearance 10/7 at Leaser Lake (LB). There have been several recent
sightings of this species at Leaser over the past few years. A Cattle
Egret at the Krock's Road ponds 11/27 (JF) was a nice find, and part
of a wave of sightings across the region in late November. This was
about the ninth record for Lehigh since 1960. Some seasonal totals
from the hawk watch at Bake Oven Knob were 387 Bald Eagles, 2546
Sharp-shinned Hawks, one Northern Goshawk, 81 Golden Eagles,
and 30 Peregrine Falcons (GS). A dark phase Rough-legged Hawk
was an unexpected find at Jordan Creek Parkway 10/30 (BCM). =

Red-headed Woodpecker continues to be found at several of the
expected locations, including Trexler Nature Preserve's north range,
where up to five birds were found remaining on territory throughout
August. Less expected were birds at Leaser Lake 9/14 (EB) and at
Alburtis 9/15 to 9/18 (JV). White-eyed Vireo can't be taken for granted
in the county; one at Trexlertown Pines was the sole report this season
(JaH). Marsh Wren was found 9/25 and 10/3 at Leaser Lake (JV, MB),
and at DeSales University 10/8 (PH). Purple Finch made a modest
showing this season, in low numbers. Five was the max count, from
several locations. There was a total of twenty-seven eBird reports for
the species 9/3 to 11/30. A Snow Bunting was at Bake Oven Knob
11/5 (SS). A Clay-colored Sparrow was well described in good habitat
near the Krock's Road ponds 10/8 (JF). American Tree Sparrow was
reported a scant four times 11/3 to 11/30; max count was just three
birds at Leaser Lake (LB). Orange-crowned Warbler was a great find
as well as a terrific yard bird at Alburtis 10/18 (JV). An interesting
warbler found at Trexlertown Pines was seen briefly by many
observers 10/12 to 10/13 (JaH). Initial speculation regarding potential
MacGillvray's Warbler dissipated as the bird was discussed across
various Facebook ID groups. At the end of it all, most diligent
observers concluded that female Mourning Warbler was the most
likely suspect, or at least that it couldn't be ruled out. Much attention
was paid to characteristics of the eye arcs, throat color, breast bands,
and other more obscure characteristics. No audio was obtained. This
specimen is entered into eBird as both “Mourning Warbler” and
“MacGillvray's/Mourning Warbler” in equal measure. No one entered
it as pure MacGillvray's. Wilson's Warbler is always a good find here;
one 9/19 at Jordan Creek Parkway was this fall's only record (BCM).
A Summer Tanager was an unusual find at Lehigh Gap Nature Center
9/6 (fide DD). Finally, a female Blue Grosbeak was at Leaser Lake
9/14 (JH). Blue Grosbeaks are occasional breeders at this location.

Observers: Bill Etter (407 S. Cigar Rd, Northampton, PA 18067.
billetter01@gmail.com, Larissa Babicz, Mark Boyd, Elizabeth
Brensinger, Dave DeReamus, James Funk, Paul Heveran, Jeff

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Hopkins, Jason Horn (JaH), Barbara Malt (BCM), Ken Rieker, Gracie
Sangmeister, Sam Stuart, Jeff Vinosky.

Lycoming County

Locations: Robert Porter Allen Natural Area (RPANA), Rose Valley
Lake (RVL), Williamsport Dam (WD).

A total of 192 species were reported during the fall. A White-
winged Scoter was at RVL 11/28 (BB). An American Golden-Plover
was in Nisbet 10/4 (BB, DeB, BoB, et al.), providing the third Lycoming
record of that species. Semipalmated Plovers were also reported in
Nisbet a number of times during Sep (m.ob.), and one was at Canfield
Island 9/1 (BB, DeB). A Dunlin was in Nisbet 9/15-19 (BB, et al.). A
Baird's Sandpiper was in Nisbet 9/11 (BB, DeB, RB, et al.) and 9/18
(BB, DeB, BoB), and 6 of them were present in the same field 9/19
(BB, DeB). There is only a single previous record of that species in
Lycoming—from the same field in 2018. At least 2 Pectoral
Sandpipers were in Nisbet 9/15-23 (AK, BB, et al.). Semipalmated
Sandpipers were also in Nisbet 9/18-23 (BB, et al.), and one was at
Mill St. 9/1 during fallout conditions caused by the remnants of
Hurricane Ida (BB).

A juv. Parasitic Jaeger was spotted flying down the West Branch
Susquehanna R. at Greevy Boat Launch during fallout conditions
caused by the remnants of Hurricane Ida 9/1 (BB), providing the
second Lycoming record of that species. A young Bonaparte's Gull
was at WD 9/8 (BB), which is an unusual date for that species in
Lycoming. Others were also seen during their more expected migration
window later in the fall. Two Caspian Terns flew by WD 8/18 (DanB),
and a number of them were seen at various spots along the West
Branch Susquehanna R. 9/1 during the remnants of Hurricane Ida (BB,
RB, DeB, BM). A Black Tern was at RVL 8/12 (BB, RB). An injured
American Bittern was discovered in Hughesville 10/17 (RS) and was
sent to rehab. A Cattle Egret was at RVL 11/12 (BB, et al.), which was
the first reported in Lycoming in over a decade.

An adult and juv. Red-headed Woodpecker were seen together
9/12 at SGL 252 (BB, AK). Two Olive-sided Flycatchers were at the
Williamsport Water Authority 8/29 (BB), and one was at RVL 9/11 (BM).
A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was at the Williamsport Water Authority
9/9 (BB, DeB). It was an above average fall season for Philadelphia
Vireos, with at least nine reports. A Northern Shrike was at RVL 10/23
(BB, DeB), and was seen up through 10/31, when it was present with
a second individual (BB). That other individual remained at the lake
through the end of the season (m.ob.).

A Marsh Wren was at RPANA 10/24 (BB). At least one
Grasshopper Sparrow remained at RPANA as late as 10/17 (BB). A
Clay-colored Sparrow was at RPANA 9/26 (BB, RB), providing the
seventh Lycoming record of that species. A Blue-winged Warbler was
at SGL 252 on 8/8 and 8/15 (BB). An Orange-crowned Warbler was
found at RPANA 10/2 (BB), and a Mourning Warbler was also present
there that day.

Observers: Bobby Brown, bobbybrown1011@gmail.com, Dan
Brauning (DanB), Bob Brown (BoB), David Brown, Deb Brown (DeB),
Rebecca Brown, Jean Dalton, Maddi Dunlap, Wes Egli, Dave Ferry,
Eric Hartshaw, Andy Keister, Brett Matlock, Rhiannon Summers.

Mercer County

Locations: Beaver Pond Road (BPR), Chestnut Run (CR), Falls Road
(FA), Golden Run (GR), Greenville (GN), Grove City (GC), Hadley
(HD), Jamestown (JA), Lake Wilhelm (LW), Mahaney Rec Area
(MR),Maurice Goddard SP (MG), Propagation Area (PR), Rattlesnake
Swamp (RS), Sandy Lake (SL), Sharon (SH), Sharpsville (SV),
Shenango Reservoir (SR), Shenango Trail (ST), Transfer (TF), Triple
Link Road (TL), West Lake Road (WL), Wise Road (WI).
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Fall birding in Mercer is usually very busy with good birds seen,
but this year seemed somewhat slower than normal. A total 19 species
of shorebirds were observed, although the county’s first Black-necked
Stilt was a highlight, along with 25 warbler species. Warbler numbers
appeared lower than normal, although a good showing of Blackpoll
Warbler was an exception to that this year.

Waterfowl were scarce, and what little migration was noted
occurred late in the period. A single Snow Goose was at TF 11/26
(MW). Gadwall is usually seen in good numbers but this year’s high
count was just 10 at PR 10/17 (KS). A reliable winter resident,
Common Goldeneye was noted only 11/28 when a single bird was at
SR (KS). Hooded Mergansers typically come through in good
numbers and this year was no exception; top count was 121 at BPR
11/24 (KS). Reports of Ruddy Ducks were also off, with a high count
of just 44 at PR 10/17 (BW).

Always an exciting find, a Ruffed Grouse was at SGL 130 on
10/31 (MW). The habitat there is excellent for breeding. Common
Nighthawk numbers were low although they were noted from 8/3-9/13.
Highest count in SH was 8 on 8/22 (MHO).

Continuing a trend in western Pennsylvania this year, a Black-
necked Stilt was found at PR 8/12 (JM) and was seen over the next
several days by multiple birders. This appeared to be the first for
Mercer, following firsts for this same species this year in both Lawrence
and Butler. Other notable shorebirds included one American Golden-
Plover al WL 9/11 (CD), one Baird’s Sandpiper at SGL 270 on 9/18
(MW), 2 White-rumped Sandpipers at PR 8/14 (AH), and a Long-
billed Dowitcher at JA 8/28 (MW),

Cormorants usually come through in really good numbers here.
The count of 407 Double-crested Cormorants at SR 10/7 (KS) was a
typical example of their abundance in fall. Great Egrets show up in
nice numbers during most of the year. A high count of 6 was made at
PR 8/12 (JS)

Common Ravens are becoming regular throughout the county
during all seasons. They are not often seen in large numbers
anywhere, but 2 were at GN 9/23 (MW). After last winter's finch
invasion, all that appeared this year by the end of Nov were Red-
breasted Nuthatches and Pine Siskins. That said, both species
arrived in with very good numbers. Nuthatches were first seen 9/28
and peaked at a remarkable 41 birds at MR 11/5 (KS) Pine Siskins
arrived in late October when the a maximum count was 6 at TF 10/28
(KS). Single Vesper Sparrows were found at TF 10/15 (KS) and at JA
10/26 (MW). One Lincoln’s Sparrow was at SV 9/26 (KS).

Warblers are a main attraction at this time of year, and Mercer did
not disappoint. A total of 25 species were seen, although this was a
somewhat lower total than usual. Individual numbers were not high,
aside from good numbers of Blackpoll Warblers noted by many.
Highlights include 2 Orange-crowned Warblers at PR 10/5 (BW), a
single Mourning Warbler at PR 8/27 (JM), 2 Cape May Warblers at
JA 8/28 (MW), a Bay-breasted Warbler at TL 8/21 (GK, MAK), a
Canada Warbler at JA 8/20 (MW), and one Wilson’s Warbler at CR
9/11 (AK).

Observers: Glenn Koppel 122 Linsdale Dr. Butler, PA 16001,
macatilly@gmail.com, Sophia Balunek (SBA), Lauren Brock, Ron
Burkert, Michael David, Christine Davidowski, Gary Elderbroom, Jeff
Hall, Amy Henrici, Quintin Hlckson, Mimi Hoffmaster (MHO), Mary
Alice Koeneke (MAK), Aurelia Kucera, Trevor Leitz, Ted and Cindy
Meyer (TCM), Jim Mondok, Steve Sanford, Kim Springer, Jim Springer,
Neil Troyer, Michael Williams, Pam Williams, Bill Winkler.

Mifflin County

Locations: Belle Vista Farm (BVF), Bunker Hill Road (BHR), Cooper’s
Gap (CG), Roy | Road (RIR).

Fall migration was particularly good in Mifflin this fall. Five county-
first birds were recorded along with a number of others not often found.
The lack of large bodies of water and the scarcity of wetlands often
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makes it difficult to find shorebirds and wading birds. The low number
of serious birders in the county adds to the difficulty in finding rarer and
new species, but outreach efforts with Amish birders has helped and
they are now much more likely to report rarities to the Mifflin birding
community.

Virginia Rail was first found in the county in 2017 followed by
additional single birds in the spring of 2019 and 2020. Singles birds
representing the seventh and eighth county records were found at BVF
9/19 and 9/24 (JK) following three additional sightings at BVF in the
spring of this year. The first county record of Sora was established
10/9 at Peachey’s Shale Pit Marsh (CY); this was followed less than
two weeks later by a second bird at BVF 10/22 (JK).

Two American Golden-Plovers were found in a recently
harvested corn field on RIR 9/16 (JK, RD, m.ob.) representing another
first county record. Two more were on BHR 9/23 (JK). The county’s
first Baird’s Sandpiper was also found on RIR 9/16 (JK, RD, JZ
ph,m.ob.) in a partially flooded field. Young Amish birders reported a
dowitcher feeding in a creek on their farm on Waynesburg Road 9/19.
The bird was identified as a Long-billed Dowitcher (JK, m.ob.) and
was present through 9/22, for another first county record. Mifflin’s first
Cattle Egret was found at a farm on RIR 10/31 (CY, JDB).

A Short-eared Owl was noted at BVF 11/6 (JK). Olive-sided
Flycatchers were observed at Jack’s Mountain Hawkwatch 9/2 (JK)
and 9/11 (KT) representing the third and fourth county records.
Philadelphia Vireos were observed on Lingle Valley Road 9/12 and
9/19 (JK). Marsh Wrens were observed multiple times this fall at BVF:
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, 10/15, and 10/26 (JK). This species had only been
observed one time previously. A single Gray-cheeked Thrush was
found on Cooper’s Gap Road 9/12 (JK).

Observers: Rob Dickerson, 44 Oak Ridge Rd, Lewistown, PA
17044, radickerson@gmail.com, John David Byler, Deb Grove, Greg
Grove, Robert Hosler, Jon Kauffman, Ken Tucker, Christopher Yoder,
Jay Zook.

Monroe County

Locations: Broadhead Creek Rec Area (BC), Cherry Valley NWR (CV),
Goldsboro State Park (GSP), Long Pond IBA (LP), Lynchwood Lake
(LL), Mount Pocono Airport (MPA), Mt. Airy Lake (MA), Pocono Summit
Lake (PSL), Silver Valley Natural Area (SV), Skytop Lodge (ST),
Swiftwater Lake (SL), Tobyhanna SP (TOBY).

This past Fall Season, inundated as it was with tropical storms
and more rain than the county has ever seen in a six week period,
produced a beautiful if not bountiful array of waterbird and shorebird
species that kept moving through our area one right after another.
Birders kept asking themselves, “What could possibly be next?” Fifteen
inches of rain and two months later, our question would be answered.
A dazzling variety of rare shorebirds would passed through the county,
featuring two species never before seen in Monroe—Whimbrel and
Long-billed Dowitcher.

The go-to locations for Cackling Geese seemed once again to be
in the West End, with one at Weir Lake 11/6 and 2 at Pleasant View
Lake 11/29 (JM, PN). The ever-present Trumpeter Swan continued
through the period on different lakes in the Pocono Summit area,
eventually being accepted more and more by the post-breeding Mute
Swans (BJ, RL). Six Blue-winged Teal were at the MPA retention
pond 8/16 and 3 early Green-winged Teal joined them 8/22 (BJ). PSL
had 2 female Northern Shovelers 10/16, 5 Gadwalls 10/23, an
American Coot 10/17, 5 Lesser Scaup 11/23, and 2 early Ruddy
Ducks 9/24. Numbers of Ruddy Duck built to a high of 51 over the next
two months (BJ). PSL also held a high of 180 Ring-necked Ducks
11/23 (BJ). A high of 9 Northern Pintails alighted in front of the
observer at GSP 11/3 (JM).

Over 200 Common Nighthawks were viewed at one time over
the MPA flats 9/21 (BJ). A high of 69 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
were counted at one time at ST 8/25 at over a dozen feeders, by
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applying a unique system of counting involving the guests in this citizen
science project (RK).

With the commencement of heavy rains and flooding of low-lying
areas in mid-August, the shorebird migration started to get on a roll. All
of the following sightings were from the Mount Pocono Airport or areas
directly adjacent. On 8/9, a lone Semipalmated Plover made its
appearance, with a high of 3 on 8/23 (BJ). On 8/10, a high of 25 Least
Sandpipers were recorded on mudflats of a drained retention pond
(BJ). On the foggy, rainy day of 8/17, four Black-bellied Plovers
landed by a runway (m.ob.). After torrential downpours of a tropical
storm 8/19, one Short-billed Dowitcher preferred the earthworm-rich
lowlands to the flooded retention ponds (m.ob.). A high of 21 Lesser
Yellowlegs were recorded 8/21 (m.ob.). A freshly-built, short-grassed
retention pond attracted a high of 25 Pectoral Sandpipers 8/26 (BJ).

The month of September continued with more very good
shorebirds. On 9/3, a lone American Golden-Plover put down and
continued for five days (m.ob.). On the holiday weekend of 9/5, many
local birders were gathered together to toast the arrival of the county’s
first Whimbrel found at an MPA runway (JD). On 9/8, a nervous
Baird’s Sandpiper landed in a retention pond and promptly left shortly
afterwards, not liking the erosion-control netting laid down (BJ). On
9/11, a the county’s first Long-billed Dowitcher enjoyed the receding
waters of a secluded retention pond for almost a full week (BJ, m.ob.).
On 9/16 a high count of just 3 Semipalmated Sandpipers was made
(BJ). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was found sifting through the short-
grassed airport flats with 55 Killdeer 9/21 (BJ). To round out the
month, a lone Wilson’s Snipe finally made an appearance (BJ).
October brought 11 Greater Yellowlegs 10/7 (BJ), a Dunlin 10/16
(BJ), and a rather late American Golden-Plover 10/22 (BJ).

Two Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen 11/12, one at GSP and one in
Pocono Summit (JM, BJ). A high of 7 Double-crested Cormorants
were hanging together on the Delaware River 10/15 (JM). Lucky
birders were able to see and photograph an American Bittern at SV
10/17 (PN, RL, JM). Late-afternoon Golden Eagles swooped in at
GSP 11/3, at CV 11/24, and at Wolf Rocks 11/29 (all JM). Red-headed
Woodpeckers continued their all-year-long showing, with juveniles at
CV and MPA 8/29 and 9/15 (BJ), and one adult on Snow Hill Rd. 9/25
(JS). A late Peregrine Falcon spotted cruising down the ridge at CV
11/19 (JM) was a great find. Merlins were seen at MPA and BC 8/11
and 8/19 (BJ, JS).

Olive-sided Flycatchers made appearances at MPA 8/23 and
9/12 (BJ). An elusive White-eyed Vireo was a great find at BC 10/8
(JW). A high of 17 Horned Larks were a one-day wonder at MPA 11/19
(JM). Late Oct Marsh Wrens were stalked and seen at CV 10/19 and
10/24 (JM), and another was at SV 10/25 (PN). As many as 33
Savannah Sparrows were at MPA 10/7 (BJ), and 200 White-throated
Sparrows were at CV 10/22 (JM). Not known to be seen in such high
numbers were this falls counts of Vesper Sparrows—10 at LP 10/26
(BJ) and 13 at MPA 10/30 (JM). A large flock of 3000 Common
Grackles flew over ST 11/21 (RK). There were 5 Rusty Blackbirds at
ST 11/16 (RK). The only Warbler of note was a Mourning Warbler
seen in the West End 8/15 (JM). Highs for Snow Buntings were 5 at
MPA 11/16 (BJ), 7 at Big Pocono SP 11/19 (JM), and 5 at CV 11/19
(JM, RL). A great flock of 45 American Pipits spent 10/7-8 at MPA
before moving on, with more probably hunkered down in the grass
(BJ). Red Crossbills were seen at two locations 11/20—one at GSP
(JM) and 3 over the railroad tracks behind MPA (BJ). An unusual find
in any year were the 6 White-winged Crossbills found at Big Pocono
11/26 (JM). Monroe’s first eBird record of Dickcissel was a bird at ST
9/25 (RK, m.ob.), followed by another at CV 10/6 (JM).

Observers: Bruce Johnson, brucejohnson207@yahoo.com, text
(570) 534-2935, Jonathan DeBalko, Nate Fronk, Tim Grover, Stephen
Kloiber, Rick Koval, Renae Losey, Paul Nale, Adam Miller, Jon
Mularcyzk, Mike Schall, June Smith, Nancy Tully, Jeff Wilkins, Rick
Wiltraut.
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Montgomery County

Locations: Dixon Meadow Preserve (DMP), Fort Washington S.P.
(FWSP), Franconia Twp. (FT), Green Lane Park (GLP), Norristown
Farm Park (NFP), Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust (PERT),
Shortridge Memorial Park (SMP), Twining Valley Park (TVP), Valley
Center Park (VCP), Valley Forge National Historical Park (VFNHP),
Wissahickon Waterfowl Preserve (WWP).

Fall 2021 was generally warm, with enough high volume rain
events (including Hurricane Ida in early Sep and Tropical Storm Henri
in late Aug) to keep water levels regrettably high during shorebird
season. None of the rain events—Ida and Henri included—brought an
obvious influx of storm birds with them. The species total for the period
was 218, a slightly above average count, but well below the 233
recorded in fall 2020. This collection was still nothing to scoff at, and
included several gems, such as an Anhinga, a Red Phalarope and the
county's first Say's Phoebe, along with a cavalcade of brand new early
dates, late dates, and high counts.

An early group of 3 Snow Geese was at a FT pond from 9/8
(WBH, ph.). It's suspected that they may have summered there. Single
Greater White-fronted Geese were at NFP 10/22-11/11 (SG, m.ob.,
ph.) and GLP 11/25 to the end of the period (DB, m.ob., ph.). Cackling
Geese were inconsistently present at GLP, in groups as large as 7,
from 10/10 onward (m.ob.). Two Cacklers were also found at NFP
11/14-17 (RoC, JC, m.ob., ph.). Tundra Swans were scarce, noted
only via nocturnal flight calls (NFC) form FT 11/20 (SG, vr.) and as a
long-staying individual at WWP 11/21 to the end of the period (m.ob.,
ph.). Higher-than-typical dabbler numbers at GLP included 26 Blue-
winged Teal 9/6 (SG), 111 Northern Shovelers 11/23 (JH) and 152
Gadwall 11/23 (JH). Hundred-plus Gadwall groups at GLP were also
noted on a few other dates in Nov (JH, PH). Quite early Gadwall were
seen at GLP 8/15 (PH, DB) and 8/23 (PH), and an early American
Wigeon showed up at GLP 9/10 (PH). Although there wasn't huge
diversity or quantity of diving ducks this period, notable birds (all at
GLP) included a male Black Scoter and female-type Red-breasted
Merganser 10/27 (JFu, m.ob., ph.), and a female-type Long-tailed
Duck 11/2 (KR). The only Common Goldeneye noted was at WWP
11/27 into Dec (JM, m.ob., ph.). Reports of presumed summering
Hooded Merganser in Aug and Sep were lighter this season than in
the past few, but one was seen at GLP 8/15-29 (DB, m.ob., ph.).

Black-billed Cuckoos were detected at four locations in Aug
(m.ob.), including via NFC on 3 nights in FT (SG, vr.). Another one was
found at Willow Lake Farm 9/14 (JM, RB), followed by one at WWP on
the rather late dates of 10/2-3 (JM, RK, m.ob., ph.). A late Common
Nighthawk was still flying over Sunset Park in Pottsgrove 10/14 (LM).
During their typical peak migratory window, larger groups of
nighthawks were, as usual, observed from FWSP, including 100 on
8/20 (LV) and 70 on 8/27 (SBr). An unidentified late hummingbird was
seen in Harleysville 10/20 (BQ), still early enough for Ruby-throated
Hummingbird to have been a reasonable possibility. No western
vagrants were confirmed, banded, or publicized this period.

A single Sora was heard at VCP in Lower Moreland Twp. 9/4 (PD,
vr.). These crowd-pleasing rails were also noted in ones and twos at
DMP 9/16-10/11 (BR, m.ob., ph.). Five Sandhill Cranes turned up at
GLP 10/13 (PH, ph.).

Due to unfavorable conditions at GLP and elsewhere, only 16
species of shorebirds were found this period, and common species
were found in much lower quantities than some falls. No Least
Sandpiper reports broke 20, for example (m.ob.). Something good
always turns up for the persistent and/or lucky, however, and that was
still the case this period. A flyover American Golden-Plover was a
nice yardbird pickup in Pennsburg 9/14 (PH). Upland Sandpiper flight
calls were recorded over Elkins Park 9/3 (PD, vr.) and FT 9/10 (SG,
vr.). Single Dunlin were at GLP's Knight Lake 10/2 (KC) and GLP
"reservoir proper" 10/6-15 (LM, m.ob., ph.). A White-rumped
Sandpiper was at GLP 10/26 (KC). Up to 3 Pectoral Sandpipers were
at GLP and adjacent Upper Perkiomen High School on three dates 8/8-
9/10 (PH, m.ob., ph.). The presence of a Pectoral at WWP 11/13 (CD,
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m.ob., ph.) tied the county late record, set 33 years earlier.
Semipalmated Sandpipers were found in ones and twos at three sites
8/6-9/1 (m.ob.). Single Wilson's Snipe were near GLP 9/10 (PH, KR,
ph.), and at DMP 10/29 (PD) and 11/26 (RD, ph.). The standout
shorebird for the period, a Red Phalarope, appeared at WWP 9/10
and, strangely enough, actually hung around for multiple days,
paddling around the preserve until 9/12 (JM, m.ob., ph., doc. submitted
via eBird). It represented at least the fifth county record for its species,
and the third in the last 6 years. Late Spotted Sandpipers were seen
at the John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove 10/20-21 (SD, GM)
and GLP 10/26 (PH, JH).

A Bonaparte's Gull was noted at GLP 11/11-12 (KC, JH). An
unseasonably high count of 930 Ring-billed Gulls was tallied at GLP
on 11/27 (PH), a combination of gulls on the ground and flyover
migrants. As many as 10 Caspian Terns were viewed at GLP 8/7-9/1
(m.ob.). Single Caspians also turned up at the less conventional
locations of WWP 8/12 (CD, JM) and Elkins Park's High School Park
8/24 (PD).

Representing (probably) the second confirmed county record, the
first for GLP, and the first with photos, a perched Anhinga was found
at GLP's Knight Lake 8/29 (JFu, ph., doc. submitted via eBird). A day
passed with no subsequent sightings until it was relocated in the same
spot 8/31 (BHo, ph.), where it was seen by several others through 9/2
(m.ob., ph.). It's possible the presence of this southern bird may have
related to Tropical Storm Henri, which pushed through some days
prior, but this could also have been coincidence. A flock of 128 Double-
crested Cormorants flew over Pennsburg 11/3 (PH, ph.), a large
quantity of that species for the late date.

American Bitterns were found at GLP 8/29 (PH), perched in a
tree at SMP 9/11 (JW, GG, DMo, m.ob., ph.) and at Plymouth Meeting's
McCarthy Park 10/10-12 (PD, vt.). An American Bittern NFC was
recorded in FT 10/18, as was Least Bittern on 9/10 and 9/28 (all SG,
vr.). The 9/28 recording represented a new county late date for this
elusive species. Eighteen Great Egrets were at Norristown Dam 8/11
(DB, m.ob.). Norristown Dam also hosted a Snowy Egret 9/4-8 (SB,
m.ob.). The period's sole Little Blue Heron was at WWP 9/12-26 (CD,
m.ob., ph.). In addition to being the only Little Blue found this season,
it was also Montgomery's latest-staying individual of this species in two
decades. Even later, and actually representing both a county late date
and first confirmed Nov record, was a Green Heron at TVP 11/23 (SB,
ph.). Another lingering Green was at GLP until at least 10/19 (SG, ph.),
reasonably late as well, but still a full month earlier than the TVP bird.
Black-crowned Night-Herons NFCs were recorded from FT 9/19 and
10/19 (SG, vr.). A pair of Glossy lbis stopped by WWP 8/11-12 (KJ,
m.ob., ph.).

New record high counts were set for both of our resident species
of vulture this period. A spot was discovered in Souderton, overlooking
odoriferous MOPAC Rendering, where Black Vultures congregate in
huge numbers (CB). There, counts reached 252 on 9/9 (ph.) and 181
on 9/3 (CB). Previous Black Vulture high counts were in the 130s. The
Turkey Vulture record-breaking was a narrower one, with 362 counted
migrating over FWSP's Militia Hill Hawk Watch 10/28 (RC, SGr) just
squeaking past a (presumed estimated) record of 350 set way back in
1983. There were three other 300+ Turkey Vulture days at Militia Hill
this period (m.ob.).

A late Osprey was spotted at WWP 11/18 (PDe, ph.). Militia Hill
Hawk Watch high counts for assorted raptors included 15 Osprey and
12 Bald Eagles 9/18 (AF, SGr), 55 Sharp-shinned Hawks 9/30 (RC),
14 Cooper's Hawks 10/9 (JHe), 21 Red-shouldered Hawks 11/4
(RC), 1069 Broad-winged Hawks 9/25 (SJ, SGr), 13 Red-tailed
Hawks 10/28 (RC) and 39 American Kestrels 10/9 (JHe, AF).
Fourteen Bald Eagles and 2620 Broad-winged Hawks counted over
Pennsburg 9/19 (PH) topped the Militia Hill totals, however, as did
1100 Broad-wings in only 14 minutes over Salford Twp., also on 9/19
(WBH). Hatfield's long-staying, near-white, leucistic Red-tailed Hawk
was seen again 11/26 (SG, ph.). Perhaps the most notable raptor of
the period was a mutt, Montgomery's first documented Red-
shouldered x Red-tailed Hawk hybrid. This strange-looking hawk,
showing an obviously barred red-tail, reddish shoulder patches, no
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belly band, a bigger and bulkier build than pure Red-shouldered Hawk
and a voice halfway between the two parent species, was found at a
Worcester retirement community 8/15, where it remained through the
end of the period (DBa, ph., vr.). Short-eared Owls were spied at DMP
11/11 (MG) and VFNHP 11/21-28 (SGr, m.ob.). Single Red-headed
Woodpeckers were seen at 5 locations 8/24-10/31 (m.ob.).

Olive-sided Flycatchers were found at Fischer's Park 8/21 (AD,
ED, ph.), Haverford College 9/4 (SJ), FWSP 9/6 (SGr) and Stoneleigh
Garden 9/10 (DeB, et al., ph.). Yellow-bellied Flycatcher reports
included birds at Spring Mountain 8/28 (KF, ph.), PERT 8/31 (JC, ph.)
and PERT again 9/10 (PD). An Acadian Flycatcher was recorded at
Rolling Hill Park on the rather late dates of 9/13-14 (JeC, vr.). A Least
Flycatcher found at Skippack Twp.'s Palmer Park 10/16 (WBH, KH,
ph., vr.) represented a new county late date by about 2 weeks, until
twelve days later. Its short-lived "latest" crown was handed to another
Least Flycatcher, this one at GLP 10/28 (JH, ph.). At least 20 other
Least Flycatchers were observed 8/4-9/30 (m.ob.). An unidentified late
Empidonax flycatcher, most likely another Least, was seen in Hatfield
10/3 (AD).

An Eastern Phoebe remained at DMP through the end of the
period (m.ob.), as did one discovered at TVP 11/20 (MG, m.ob.).
Another late Eastern Phoebe was noted at Bethayres Swamp 11/19
(MK). An individual of the Eastern's more colorful western cousin,
Say's Phoebe, was an outstanding find at DMP and the adjacent
Erdenheim Farm 11/11 (JF, m.ob., ph., doc. submitted via eBird). It
was seen by a large group of birders that morning and early afternoon
before vanishing. Presumed to have been long gone by this point, what
was almost certainly the same Say's Phoebe was refound at the same
location nearly a month later (CBe, m.ob., ph.), allowing more birders
to get a look at it. Although DMP is heavily-birded, the phoebe's
absence could perhaps be explained by access: DMP is just a corner
of a much larger property, the only publicly accessible portion of
Erdenheim Farm. A distant phoebe hanging around the cattle, as it
seemed to like to do, would be easy to overlook. This bird represented
a first record for Montgomery. Also record-setting for flycatchers, albeit
in a different category, was the huge staging group of Eastern
Kingbirds at GLP 8/8-8/29 (m.ob.), a group that numbered as high as
117 on 8/10, 80 on 8/15 and 8/19, 67 on 8/9 and 60 on 8/29 (all PH),
all of which exceed than the previous county high count of 42 from Aug
2018.

A Yellow-throated Vireo at PERT 10/1-6 (MG, RoC) set another
record late date. Another, in Penn Valley 10/1 (JeC, ph.), was also
notably late. A less notably late, but still late, Blue-headed Vireo was
found at SMP 11/12 (JW, ph.). At least a half dozen Philadelphia
Vireos were found 9/11-25 (m.ob.). Though this was not as heavy a
flight year for Blue Jays as last, several high counts were still
tabulated. The highest numbers occurred on the same day, 9/30, when
285 were counted over Pennsburg (PH), 246 over FT (SG) and 110
over Salford Twp. (WBH). Three much larger than typical Fish Crow
flocks were seen this period: 190 at WWP 9/20 (JY), 155 at a
Montgomery Twp. shopping center 9/6 (AM) and 150 at a different
shopping center in Hatfield Twp. 10/9 (WBH).

Early Horned Larks, probably local breeders, were observed in
FT 8/20 (WBH, vr.) and, in quantities ranging from 5-16, at a turf farm
across the street from Limerick Community Park 9/2-30 (SGr, PD, KR).
Later-staying Northern Rough-winged Swallows included a pair at
GLP 10/23 (SW, et al.), 6-17 at the WTP by Heuser Park 11/13-24
(SGr, m.ob., ph.) and a flock of as many as 30 present at the WTP at
Oaks through to the end of the period (SGr, m.ob., ph.). Although the
Oaks swallow congregation in Nov appears to have become annual,
this Nov, they were joined by an unexpected, incredibly late Bank
Swallow 11/6-19 (SGr, JH, SB, ph.). Away from another WTP site in
Philadelphia, Bank Swallows are basically unheard of this late in
Pennsylvania. This bird pushed the Montgomery late date record out
by 50 days.

Red-breasted Nuthatches did irrupt into the area this period,
however the abundance of this irruption was well below the big
movement seen in 2020-21. Reports kicked off with one at SMP 9/15
(JW, GG) and continued, scattershot, through the end of the period
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(m.ob.). Most sightings occurred at a limited selection of parks and
preserves, notably PERT and SMP, and in select yards. Curiously, the
maijority of Red-breasted Nuthatch sightings were concentrated in the
southeastern end of the county. A Brown Creeper showed up in
Salford Twp. on the unusually early date of 9/19 (WBH, ph.), and the
same yard briefly hosted an unusually late Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
10/23 (WBH, ph.). A few House Wrens were reported in Nov: at
Evansburg S.P. 11/9 (DM) and SGL 234 on 11/10 (KR). Sedge Wrens
were found at two different locations this period. One appeared at
WWP 9/12-19 (RB, m.ob., ph., vr.) and the other was at Gwynedd
Wildlife Preserve 10/3-4 (RW, m.ob., ph.). At least 9 Marsh Wrens
were discovered between six sites from 9/4 onward (m.ob.). One at
VCP, first noted 11/21 (JC, ph.), remained into Dec. This is the same
site at which a record-setting Marsh Wren, quite possibly even this
Marsh Wren, persisted into Dec a year earlier.

At least 8 Gray Catbirds were found after 11/15 (m.ob.), well into
"late" territory, though they are expected lingerers. Similarly, a late
Brown Thrasher turned up at VCP 11/28 (RM). Gray-cheeked
Thrushes were noted from eight locations 9/11-10/23 (m.ob.). The
10/23 report, a NFC from FT (SG, vr.), represented a new record late
date by eight days.

Purple Finches experienced an "echo irruption” this period: some
movement, but a meager imitation of the substantially larger irruption
of 2020-21. There were only scattered reports of this species 10/23
onward (m.ob.), most in the one to 3 range, and only one topped 5
individuals: 17 were counted flying over Pennsburg 11/10 (PH). Pine
Siskin reports were almost non-existent, with one heard-only at
Haverford College 10/16 (SJ) the only representative of that species in
the books.

A pair of Snow Buntings was at GLP 11/7-9 (MC, m.ob., ph.).
Grasshopper Sparrows were seen at DMP 8/11 (PD, ph.) and FT
8/20 (WBH, ph.), and NFC were recorded on five nights in FT 8/14-
10/8 (SG, vr.). Clay-colored Sparrows were found at both DMP
10/14-24 (JF, m.ob., ph.) and PERT 10/18-23 (MA, m.ob., ph.). An
extremely early Fox Sparrow was photographed at VFNHP 10/2 (AMe,
ph.). This sighting bested the previous record early date for Fox
Sparrow by more than two weeks. It was a good fall for Vesper
Sparrows, with birds found at six locations in quantities as high as 5
(m.ob.). A Nelson's Sparrow at DMP 11/7-10 was a nice find (DB,
m.ob., ph.). An early Savannah Sparrow was recorded via NFC in FT
9/6 (SG, vr.), and a late Lincoln's Sparrow was reported in Limerick
Twp. 11/7 (KR).

Yellow-breasted Chats were found at High School Park 9/5-6
(PD, vr.), Willow Lake Farm 9/13 (MG) and VFNHP 9/26 (SGr). The
migrant Bobolink flock at PERT numbered as high as 150 on 9/6 (PD),
and single Bobolink remained there until the late date of 10/22 (PD,
vr.). As many as 23 Eastern Meadowlarks were seen at DMP 10/24-
31 (m.ob.). A late Orchard Oriole was noted at GLP 8/29 (KR). Rusty
Blackbirds were found in six locations 10/2 to the end of the period
(m.ob.). Although the bulk of these reports were in low single digits, 12
were seen at GLP 10/23 (PH) and 14 were at PERT 11/26 (MG, AnM,
ph.).

Late Ovenbirds were reported from North Wales 10/14 (ML) and
SMP 10/15 (JWa). A Worm-eating Warbler described at PERT 9/27
(MG) represented a new record late day by a few days. A Golden-
winged Warbler was found at PERT 8/19 (PD), the only record of this
scarce migrant this period. A Tennessee Warbler at NFP 11/4-5 (JF,
m.ob., ph.) was a couple weeks later than usual, and stayed one day
long enough to set a new late date record (barely). A handful of
Orange-crowned Warblers were reported, including birds at WWP
10/3 (DB), North Wales (ML, ph.) and McCarthy Park 11/7 (DB).
Connecticut Warblers were noted in Rydal 9/27 (LW) and at PERT
10/7 (MG), and there was a Mourning Warbler at PERT 10/8 (PD, vr.).
Another Oporornis or Geothlypis warbler was spotted at PERT 10/4, a
potential MacGillivray's Warbler (PD, ph., vr., doc submitted), which
would represent a Montgomery first if accepted by PORC. A late
Common Yellowthroat was found at Idlewild Farm Preserve in Bryn
Mawr 11/23 (RH).

One of the more remarkable warbler finds of the period was a
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male Hooded Warbler at VCP on the exceedingly late date of 10/27
(MG, m.ob., ph.). Not only did this represent a new record late date for
the county, it was our first confirmed Oct record. GLP held a high
concentration of Cape May Warblers 8/28-9/30 (m.ob.), including 9 on
9/30 (PH). A non-fatal window strike in Jenkintown brought a late
Northern Parula to the attention of MS 10/27 (ph.). Bay-breasted
Warblers were widely reported this period (m.ob.). A Yellow Warbler
at DMP lingered to 10/4 (PN, TN, ph.). Later Palm Warblers were
observed at TVP 11/20 (MG) and GLP 11/23 (JH, ph.). A near-record
early Yellow-rumped Warbler was well-described at GLP 8/18 (ED).
A week-plus early flyover Canada Warbler NFC was captured in FT
8/3 (SG, vr.). Eight or more Wilson's Warblers were reported 8/28-
10/3 (m.ob.). This includeed a Wilson's at Heuser Park 10/3 (PD, ph.)
that represented the third latest county record of this species.

Breeding or likely-breeding Blue Grosbeaks continued to 8/17 at
PERT and 9/12 at DMP (m.ob.), and another grosbeak found at
VFNHP 8/8 (AMe, ph.) was also likely to have at least attempted
breeding at this site, based on past history. A probable family group of
Blue Grosbeaks was discovered in Salford Twp. 8/12-28 (WBH, m.ob.,
ph.) as well, and presumed to have bred in the vicinity. Blue Grosbeak
sightings, at four locations from 9/11-10/9, were likely migrants (m.ob.,
ph.). At opposite ends of the season, Dickcissel NFCs were recorded
from FT 8/1 and 11/11 (both SG, vr.).

Observers: W. Brian Henderson, Salford Twp., PA,
wbhenderson@gmail.com, Mike Anderson, Douglas Baird (DBa),
Dave Belford, Carol Bean (CBe), Carrie Bell, Sean Bradley (SBr),
Redmond Brubaker, Sara Busch, Marcia Clouser, Rich Conroy, Josh
Cooper, Robin Cooper (RoC), Jessica Coss (JeC), Kevin Crilley, Ron
Damiani, Peter DeStefano (PDe), Scott Di Guilio, Andrew Dolan,
Edward Dolan, Paul Driver, Curt Dunn, Andy Fayer, Jason Fehon,
Kevin Fox, James Funk (JFu), Scott Godshall, Gregg Gorton, Mike
Grubb, Steve Grunwald (SGr), Ralph Hall, Katie Henderson, Jeff
Herbst (JHe), Paul Heveran, Jason Horn, Barbara Hostetler (BHo),
Kristen Jensen, Sheryl Johnson, Marjorie Keefe, Robert Keefrider,
Michael Lawlor, Jack McBrearty, Adrian Melck (AMe), Lisa Miller, Anna
Mindel (AnM), August Mirabella, Dennis Miranda, Gareth Morris-Hale,
Robert Mottershead, David Moyer (DMo), Pat Nastase, Tony Nastase,
Barbara Quinter, Bill Reaume, Kenneth Rieker, Madelin Singer, Leor
Veleanu, Jason Waanders (JWa), Jason Weckstein, Scott Weidensaul,
Linda Widdop, Rebecca Wilson, Joe Yuhas.

Montour County
Locations: Montour Preserve (MP)

This season’s highlights included Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
at the MP, first reported 8/4 (JP), with 2 photographed there 8/8 (AR),
and one continuing until 9/23. A Barn Owl was at the MP 9/23 (AK).

A Red-necked Grebe at the MP 10/17 (AK) was the first reported
in the county in the past seven years. Migrants at the MP included a
lone Common Tern 8/18 and 2 Forster’s Terns 9/1 (AK). Two Golden
Eagles flew over the author's house on an unsettled day 10/29.
Montour does not have any established hawkwatching sites. A Black-
crowned Night-Heron joined the night-heron party at the MP 8/21
(RB).

A Northern Shrike was first reported at Stamm Rd. 11/3 (KP).
Odds seem good that this is the same bird returning for the fifth
consecutive year. A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was at the MP 9/23
(AK). A Vesper Sparrow, which breeds in the county but is rarely
detected in fall migration, was at the MP 9/23 (AK). Twenty-three Fox
Sparrows were reported at the MP 11/14 (AK), by far the highest count
of this species in the county.

Observers: Evan Houston, evanghouston@gmail.com, Rebecca
Belles, Andy Keister, Karol Pasquinelli, John Peeler, Anderson Robert.
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Northampton County
Locations: Little Gap Hawk Watch (LGHW).

There was an imposing number of uncommon birds seen this
quarter including Northampton’s first Say’s Phoebe. A fair number
stayed long enough in accessible locations for a lot of birders to catch
up to them. On 10/30, there was a Greater White-fronted Goose at
Silver Crest Rd. retention pond (MS). A high count of 63 Tundra
Swans flew over LGHW 11/27 (MS). A Ruffed Grouse was flushed at
LGHW 9/13 (AM). The habitat at this location is no longer dominated
by early succession and grouse are scarce. A Rufous Hummingbird
was banded near Easton 11/28 (SL).

Retention ponds or basins continue to increase, a consequence
of the alarming rate of new construction across the county. Open
farmland is shrinking, but the basins provide habitat for migrating
shorebirds and ducks. A retention pond on W. Gremar Rd. in Lower
Nazareth was a magnet for shorebirds. An American Golden Plover
was present 10/8 (AM). Other good birds at this location included a
Stilt Sandpiper 10/19-24 (BE) and a Dunlin 10/7 (AM). American
Pipits were common at this location as well. A Long-billed Dowitcher
was found on a new retention pond by a warehouse on rte. 329 near
Jacksonville Park 10/6 (JH). Back on 7/9, an early migrant Short-billed
Dowitcher in breeding plumage was found on the grounds of the St.
Luke’s Anderson Campus (KZ). A Wilson’s Phalarope was at Green
Pond 8/8-14 (DD) which was joined by another 8/13-14 (AM).

A Laughing Gull was found at Silver Crest Rd. pond 10/30 (AM).
Two Iceland Gulls were at Nazareth Quarry 11/21 (DD). The first
substantial group of wintering Lesser Black-backed Gulls (93) was
seen at Ballas Park 9/30 (AM). An incredible 720 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls were counted on Nazareth Quarry 11/24 (JHo). A Red-
throated Loon was seen in flight at LGHW 11/27 (MS). There was an
American Bittern found at Wayne A. Grube Memorial Park 10/30 (JF).
An amazing 12 Cattle Egrets showed up at Hollo Rd. on the late date
of 10/31 (RG), and an additional 2 Cattle Egrets were found at a pond
by the Bethlehem Municipal Twp. Park 11/6 (DG).

The crew that counts for the LGHW had a good year with 9101
Broad-winged Hawks and 313 Bald Eagles. The only confirmed
Northern Goshawk was an immature bird 11/1 at LGHW (DH, TM).
Red-headed Woodpecker was found at LGHW 9/15 (AM, MS),
Graver’s Arboretum 9/18 (MC) and Woodland Hills Preserve 9/30 (DD).
The county’s first Say’s Phoebe was found at Housenick Memorial
Park 9/14 (LF). The bird stayed all day feeding in a fresh cut hay field
and many people saw it. A Northern Shrike was found at Ballas Park
11/13 (JY) and stayed through the period. Another Northern Shrike
was seen 11/21 at the Martins Creek Environmental Preserve (MS,
CCS). There was no irruption for finches this fall. Two reports of White-
winged Crossbill included birds at LGHW 11/23 (MS) and Ballas Park
11/25 (MSa). Reports of Connecticut Warbler came from Hahn Rd.,
Nazareth 9/24 (TM), the LGHW 9/11 (AM) and 9/15 (MS, CCS), and at
Heintzelman Park 10/3 (AM). A Mourning Warbler was seen at LGHW
9/4 (MS). A late Yellow-throated Warbler was found on Riverview Dr.,
Raubsville 9/29 (AS). There was a Dickcissel at the Koch Property
9/25 (AS).

Observers: Michael Schall, (610) 737-5275,
mdtjschall@yahoo.com, Michael Cox, Dave DeReamus, Bill Etter,
Jim Figler, Linda Freedman, Dennis Glew, Ryan Goodine, Jeff
Hopkins, Jason Horn (JHo), Dave Hughes, Sandy Lockerman, Terry
Master, Adam Miller, Tripp Muth, Matt Sabatine (MSa), Corinne
Campbell Schall, Adam Smith, Joe Yuhas, Kurt Zimmerman.

Northumberland County

Locations: Adam T. Bower Dam (ATBD), Riverside (RIV), Water
Treatment Plant Northumberland (WTPN), Weiser State Forest (WSF).

The fall season was slow in the county with few reports due to
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decreased birder effort. The season had above average temperatures
and above average rainfall.

One American Coot was reported at the WTPN 10/3-5 (BP). This
was the only report of this species this season, as the species becomes
more and more sporadic. A single Caspian Tern was reported from
the ATBD 8/18 and again 8/19 (BP, KP). Typically a regular migrant,
few were reported this year. Great Egrets are common at the ATBD in
summer and early fall. This year, a single bird lingered until 10/16 (BP)
which is a very late date for the county.

Olive-sided Flycatchers have become regular at WST in early
fall. This season, one was observed 9/2 (KP). The highlight of the
season was a second-hand report of a pair of Evening Grosbeaks
that visited a feeder in RIV 11/20 (BC, MC). Unfortunately, they were
a one-day wonder.

Observers: Andy Keister, 110 Hawk Ridge Road, Bloomsburg,
17815, (570) 337-3802, akeister110@gmail.com, Blair Carbaugh,
Mary Carbaugh, Karol Pasquinelli,, Bryce Perles.

Philadelphia County

Locations: Awbury Arboretum (AA), Army Corps of Engineers (ACE),
Bartram’s Garden (BG), Benjamin Rush State Park (BRSP), Center
City (CC), Delaware River (DR), Fort Mifflin (FM), Frankford Arsenal
Boat Launch (FABL), Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park (FDR), Houston
Meadow (HM), John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge (JHNWR), Morris
Park (MP), Navy Yard (NY), Northeast Water Treatment Plant
(NEWTP), Northeast Philadelphia Airport (NEPA), Pennypack Park
(PP), Pennypack on the Delaware (POD), Schuylkill Center for
Environmental Education (SCEE), Schuylkill River (SR), South
Philadelphia (SP), Southwest Water Treatment Plant (SWWTP),
Temple University (TU).

If there ever was a positive note that came out from this seemingly
never-ending pandemic quagmire it is the number of folks who took up
the pastime of birdwatching or birding. For many, this might just have
meant a casual Sunday afternoon watching birds at a feeder in their
backyard, but some have developed a keen determination. One such
observer only bought the necessary optical equipment in May but has
already contributed a significant amount of observations from
Bartram's Garden, a mix of woods and grassland along the Schuylkill
River. In his first visit to the site 8/19, he discovered Philadelphia’s third
Western Kingbird that unfortunately only stuck around that morning.
During the nearly 60 (!) visits that followed, he also stumbled upon a
Lark Sparrow 9/15, a species that is now recorded once a year in the
city since 2016 if one looks in the right habitat.

Two exotic species captivated the hearts of many birders with
some traveling from afar to grab a glimpse of either of them. A pair of
Scaly-breasted Munias appeared at JHNWR 9/20 and immediately
started building a nest. These popular cage birds originate in Southern
Asia and have established populations in Southern California, Texas
and Florida. One can even count them towards their life list if they are
observed in these areas. The local birds were clearly set free or
escaped captivity so steps were undertaken to ensure no colony is
established. Assuming they would have even made it through a typical
Philadelphia winter. A lone bird was seen last 11/20. Even more
striking and rivaling the popularity of an individual that appeared in
New York's Central Park in 2018, a drake Mandarin Duck turned up
on the creek just behind the environmental center in PP 11/13. His
clipped wings left no doubt about his provenance, but he and his lady
Wood Duck friend became immediate stars with the birding
community and the media. They are now probably the most
photographed Philly birds in 2021.

Almost double the usual number of Mute Swans was at JHNWR
with a high count of up to 57 birds in late October (RZ). Breeding is
luckily limited to FDR and JHNWR so far. A Gadwall was very early at
FDR 8/20-27 (HP). There are only two other eBird records in Aug, from
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2002 and 2011. Single Surf Scoters were at POD 10/28-30 (EZ, PM)
and NY 11/3 (HP) and White-winged Scoters were photographed at
NY 10/27 (GA, LH) and Frankford Arsenal Boat Launch 10/30 (PM).
The number of Hooded Mergansers at SWWTP steadily increased to
a maximum of 45 individuals 11/26 (DB). This location is the only one
in Philadelphia regularly hosting this number (and more). A family
group of 16 Common Mergansers in the northern section of Tacony
Creek Park indicated a second successful breeding effort within the
city limits this year (PC).

Chimney Swift numbers appeared lower during the regularly
scheduled counts at high school buildings in northwest Philadelphia,
but birds are known to switch chimneys between years (JS), so there
is hope that some were just missed. On the other hand, the birding
community discovered previously unknown roosts in Center City: 500
birds at John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School 10/10 (BF), 460
at the Poplar Apartment Building 10/12 (CH) and 400 at Marian
Anderson Recreation Center 9/17 (GA).

Aside from rare but expected records of rails at JHNWR and POD,
one migrant Virginia Rail got lost in the urban jungle of CC 9/15 and
a Sora ended up on the menu of the Peregrine Falcons at TU 9/7
(MG). Another individual was photographed at SWWTP 9/24, one of
forty new species added to the eBird hotspot list since weekly surveys
began at that otherwise inaccessible location in Feb (HP). Common
Gallinules left breeding grounds at JHNWR and SWWTP by end of
October. Three American Golden-Plovers flew by POD 10/3 (BD,
EDz). At the same location, a Sanderling enjoyed the company of
other more regular shorebirds in the now-famous end-of-the-road
puddle 9/5-9 (GA et al.). A lone Least Sandpiper was very late at
SWWTP 11/12 (DB) and the only White-rumped Sandpiper was next
door at ACE 8/28 (BQ et al.). Characteristic flight calls were recorded
from a Short-billed Dowitcher as it flew past POD 9/2 (GA).

Hunting mainly along the DR on the New Jersey side, a Gull-
billed Tern also made a brief stop on the mudflats at POD 8/19 (PM).
Black Terns at NY 9/9-10 were a nice consolation price for an
underwhelming Caspian Tern roost count (maximum 40 birds) (BF,
HP, RZ). Another individual was at FM 8/14 (MD, PM). The only
American Bittern was at SWWTP 10/5 (HP). Up to 4 Least Bittern
were observed at SWWTP 8/6-27 indicating successful breeding (DB,
HP, VS). One migrant ended up on a stoop in SP 9/19. The Tricolored
Heron at JHNWR remained until 9/5 in the company of another
individual 8/7-9 (m.ob.). Two Cattle Egrets were photographed at
JHNWR 10/30 (RZ et al.) and one bird flew by POD 10/31 (HP et al.).

The only Red-headed Woodpecker noted was migrating along
the SR at BG 10/17 (HP). Olive-sided Flycatchers were found at
BRSP 8/22 (PM), FDR 9/5-12 (TB, RKa), and JHNWR 9/17 (EE). The
last Red-eyed Vireo left in Pennsylvania was at JHNWR 11/17, which
represented just the second record for a month in which the bulk of this
species should be in Florida and points further south (CB).
Philadelphia Vireos were at Awbury Arboretum 9/12 (BR et al.), FDR
9/7 (RKa, KW), HM 9/12-14 (m.ob.) and MP 9/4 (HP). After the first
successful breeding season in decades, Horned Larks were not seen
again at ACE, but migrants flew past POD 10/16 and 11/4 (PM, HP).

Two Bank Swallows were very late at NEWTP 10/30 among the
typically overwintering Northern Rough-winged Swallows (PM). One
individual remained until 11/20 (SB). A couple of late Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers were at FDR 11/8 (HP) and BG 11/15 (BF), a pattern
that seems to manifest annually since 2017. These were the only Nov
records in the Commonwealth, though. A Sedge Wren successfully
evaded the camera focus at BRSP 9/25 (PM). This was the second
record in two years, but only the third this millennium. Marsh Wrens
typically do not pop up in our downtown green spaces, but after first
observations during spring migration at Rittenhouse Square and TU an
individual was found at each location, both on 10/8 (MD, MP). Close
by was a Wood Thrush at Sisters Cities Park 11/7, only the fourth
eBird record that late in the year (CS).

A Grasshopper Sparrow was singing at NEPA 8/1-4 (JE, HP)
and nocturnal flight calls of two birds were recorded over SP 10/3-6
(HP). Another bird was a one-day-wonder among oodles of other
sparrows at POD 10/24 (MD). This site along the DR was very likely
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the best place to find a Clay-colored Sparrow in a 50-mile radius with
up to two birds present 9/25-11/23 (m.ob.). Another bird was at HM
11/4 (MK) and one was flying through the night over SP 10/14 (HP).
Three Dark-eyed Juncos at Morris Arboretum 8/17 appeared to be
the earliest eBird record in the region (DR). An almost record-breaking
4 Vesper Sparrows were at POD 10/24 (MD, PM) with up to two birds
there 10/23-11/16. Other observations were at ACE, FDR and SCEE.
One individual sadly did not make it past the glassy towers lining the
SR in CC 10/24. It took almost 20 years for the first record of a
Nelson's Sparrow in the new millennium after John C. Miller saw the
last migrant at JHNWR in 1988. We then had to wait another ten years
before one put on a show for many to enjoy at POD 9/29 (LH, et al.).
Amazingly, a second bird nicely posed for photographs there 10/30
(PM). Savannah Sparrows were more abundant than usual at POD
with a high count of around 40 birds 10/24-28 (m.ob.).

Temple University was the place to be if one needed a Yellow-
breasted Chat for their county list as presumably the same bird stayed
9/13-10/16 (MP et al.). Another bird was a window strike victim there
9/3 (MP). September records of Orchard Orioles are typically rare for
the city, but three different birds were seen at BG, NY and POD 9/9-10
(m.ob.). A Baltimore Oriole was at POD 11/30 (WB). Single
individuals have been observed in various places of the city in the
colder months since 2014.

The only Golden-winged Warblers of the season were at
Carpenter's Woods 8/25 (PM) and PP 9/7 (WB). Connecticut
Warblers peaked around 9/15 with likely five different birds detected
in various pocket parks in CC (m.ob.). An additional bird was brought
to a local wildlife clinic after striking a window at the Comcast Center
9/14 (PD). More observations at FDR, JHNWR, MP, TU and POD—
where folks looking for rare sparrows also turned up several individuals
9/5-10/16—lead to a season of unusual abundance of this skulker.
Chip calls were recorded from a Mourning Warbler at MP 10/1 (EDo).
This species is hard to find in the region in Oct and constituted the first
record at this overlooked green space on the city's western edge.
Unusually late warblers were found in a few places: American
Redstart at Manayunk Canal 11/6 (RF), Cape May Warbler at
Poquessing Creek Park 11/21 (HP), Blackburnian Warbler at Fisher
Park 10/19 (RKi), Black-throated Blue Warbler at TU 11/17 (MP) and
Black-throated Green Warbler at JHNWR 11/28 (CVR). One of the
very few fall records of a Yellow-throated Warbler was made at SCEE
9/15 (TB).

No direct breeding evidence was recorded for Blue Grosbeaks
this season. Juvenile birds tend to appear in the latter half of August
and without adult birds carrying food or actively feeding offspring, it is
impossible to separate these birds from early migrants that start to
show in our region at that time. Pennypack on the Delaware was active
with up to six birds until 10/24 (m.ob.). Additional observations were
made at seven other locations including an extremely late bird at
Sedgley Woods 11/23 (PD). Nocturnal flight calls of eleven
Dickcissels were recorded over SP 9/7-10/14 (HP). During the day,
this species was found at POD with up to two birds 9/3-10/31 (m.ob.),
NEPA 8/29-10/3 (m.ob.), FDR 10/2-15 (GA, TF, HP) and BG 10/24
(BF).

Observers: Holger  Pflicke, Philadelphia, PA 19148,
pflicke.holger@gmail.com, George Armistead, Debbie Beer, Tanya
Burnett, Sara Busch, Casey Butcher, William Buzzard, Peter Carter,
Martin Dellwo, Peter DeStefano, Edward Dolan (EDo), Ben Dziedzic,
Elliot Dziedzic (EDz), Ed Edge, John Eskate, Todd Fellenbaum,
Rebecca Froggatt, Mandy Gibson, Ben Filreis, Liam Hart, Christopher
Hinkle, Robert Karchnyak (RKa), Marjorie Keefe, Robert King (RKi),
Patrick McGill, Maria Pacheco, Brian Quindlen, Bill Reaume, Diane
Robertson, Victoria Sindlinger, Judy Stepenaskie, Catherine Van de
Ruit, Ken Walsh, Eric Zawatski, Rich Ziegler.

Pike County

Locations; Lake Wallenpaupack (LW), Shohola Wildlife Management
Area (SWMA).
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The number of uncommon or rare species found in Pike was
above any expected norm. Low water levels at Wallenpaupack and
Shohola created excellent habitat for shorebirds that normally are not
present. There were 21 Brant at LW 10/27 (CF). The Trumpeter Swan
that summered at Promised Land SP continued most of this period.
Other good waterfowl on 10/27 at LW included a Surf Scoter and 3
White-winged Scoters (CF). Pike’s second American Golden Plover
was noted at LW 10/10-11 (BW). There was as many as 18
Semipalmated Plovers at SWMA 8/3-7 (RJ, BW). Other good
shorebirds reported at LW included a Dunlin 10/8-24 (CF) and a
White-rumped Sandpiper 10/23-30 (CF, BW). Good shorebirds for
SWMA included a Pectoral Sandpiper 8/3-7 (RJ, BW) and 2 White-
rumped Sandpipers 8/7 (MS). A Western Sandpiper was found at
the Bushkill Access point of the Delaware Water Gap NRA 9/11 (DH).
A Black Tern was found at SWMA 8/18 (AN). Another great find at
SWMA was a Red-throated Loon 11/7 (AN). Another Red-throated
Loon was at LW 11/16 (CF, JH). Two Cattle Egrets were seen flying
across LW 11/13 (CF, BW). A Marsh Wren was photographed at
Pecks Pond 10/21 (AN).

Observers: Michael Schall, (610) 737-5275,
mdtjschall@yahoo.com, Chris Fischer, John Harvey, Diane Husic,
Ryan Johnson, Alexsis Neenan, Bradley White.

Potter County

Locations: Andrews Settlement Road, Ellisburg (AS-ELB), Austin
(AUS), Beech Flats Run at Rte. 2002 (BRF), Cherry Springs SP
(CSSP), Coneville (COVI), Cross Fork (CRFO), Coudersport (COUD),
Denton Hill SP (DHSP), Dry Run Road-residence (DRR), Galeton
(GALE), Galeton Lake (GALA), Genesse (GEN), Joerg Road (JOR),
Long Toe Road (LTRD), Lyman Run SP (LRSP), North Fork Dam
(NFD), Ole Bull Road (OBR), Ole Bull State Park (OBSP), Ole Bull
State Park-Beaver Swamp (OBSP-BS), Oleona (OLEOQ), Patterson
State Park (PASP), Shinglehouse (SHIN), Sinnemahoning SP-Potter
(SISP), Slate Quarry (SLQ), State Game Lands 64-East unit (SGL-64),
Susquehannock SF-Hammersley Wild Area (SSF-HWA), Sweden
Valley (SWEV), Ulysses (ULYS), Wharton Road (WHAR).

Reports were taken from eBird for the fall season totaling 124
species for the county. Data for notable sightings reported below, were
obtained from 29 locations, submitted by 24 observers and listed after
checking the overview data page, bar charts and the species maps
from eBird. Wood Ducks were reported from five locations; one at
SGL-64 9/30, 9 at LRSP 9/28 (AM), 2 at SWEV 8/27 (SGo), and 6 at
OBSP-BS 9/17 (SL), and at JOR reports were of 4 on 8/28, 5 on 9/3,
and 10 on 9/18 (SL). Four Gadwalls were seen at NFD 11/6 (JK). One
American Black Duck was reported from GALA 10/17 (AM). Five
Buffleheads were seen at ponds along OBR 11/22 (SL) and single
Hooded Mergansers were observed at GALA 9/28 and 9/29 (AM).
There were 16 reports of Common Merganser from four locations
8/27-11/25: NFD, LRSP, GALE, and GALA. High counts included 30 at
NFD 11/6 (JK) and 11 at GALA 8/30 (AK).

Wild Turkeys were reported from three locations; 2 at COUD
8/28, one at DRR 11/8, and one at WHAR 9/2 (SGo, TK, MS). Single
Ruffed Grouse were reported from just three locations; CRFO 9/12,
CSSP 9/28, and WHAR 11/21 (SGo, TK, MS). Chimney Swifts were
reported from just two locations; 2 COUD 8/28, 1 GALA 8/30 (SG, AK).
Single Pectoral Sandpipers were reported from GALA 8/30 and 9/10
(AK, KC). Single Spotted Sandpipers were seen at GALA 8/30, 9/10,
9/28, and 9/29 (AK, KC, AM). Solitary Sandpipers were reported from
two locations; 2 at Prouty Run, LTRD 8/27 and one at OBSP-BS 9/13
(SGo, SL). Single Common Loons were seen at LRSP 10/17 (TK) and
11/7 (ph. AM). Two Double-crested Cormorants were at SISP 8/2
(DT). One historical sighting for DCCO was of a single bird at SISP
10/30/2011 (MJ).

No Black Vultures were reported. Single Ospreys were reported
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from four locations; SISP 8/2 and 8/4 (DT, TR), Camp Charlie, CRFO
8/15 (CH), OBSP-BS 9/17, and JOR 9/18 (SL). Single Northern
Harriers were observed at NFD 9/2 and 10/22 (JK) and 2 were seen
at SHIN 10/25 (KE). One Sharp-shinned Hawk was at JOR 8/28 (SL)
and single Cooper’s Hawks were seen at DHSP 8/30 (AK) and NFD
9/18 (JK). Bald Eagles were reported mostly as one or 2 birds from 19
locations; high count was 4 at NFD 10/15 (JK). A single Red-
shouldered Hawk was reported from Camp Charlie, CRFO 8/15 and
8/16 (CH). Single Broad-winged Hawks were reported at BRF 8/7
(JM), CSSP 8/15 (BG), OBSP 9/30 (AM), and JOR 8/28, and a high
count of 12 was made at JOR 9/17 (SL).

Single Eastern Screech-Owls were reported from OLEO 10/2
and COVI 10/20 (SL, SGr). Great Horned Owls were reported from
two locations; one at GALE 9/29 (AM) and at JOR 8/28 and 9/12 (SL).
Two Barred Owls were reported from CSSP 8/28 (SGo). No other owl
species were reported. Single Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were seen
at CSSP 8/12 (KP, AP) and AS-ELB 10/18 (SSc). Single American
Kestrels were reported from GALA 8/26 and GEN 10/9 (SGo, SSc).
One Merlin was at GALA 8/30 (AK).

Eastern Wood-Pewees were reported from four sites: one at
SISP 8/2, one at CRFO 8/16, one at DHSP and 2 at SGL 64 on 9/28
(CD, CH, AM, AK). One Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was at JOR 9/18
(SL). One White-eyed Vireo was found at SGL-64 9/30 (AM) and a
Yellow-throated Vireo was reported from SHIN 9/10 (KE). One
Northern Rough-winged Swallow was reported from LRSP 9/8 (SS,
MS). Two Tree Swallows were found at LRSP 9/8 (SS, MS) and 6
were seen at NFD 9/11 (JK). There were only two reports of Barn
Swallow; 4 at CSSP 8/15 and 2 at LRSP 8/27 (BE, SGO). Cliff
Swallows were seen at two locations including 4 at SISP 8/7 (SS) and
12 at LRSP 8/12 (KP, AP). Red-breasted Nuthatch was reported 16
times from eleven locations; highest count was 3 at OBSP 10/12 (SL).
One or 2 Brown Creeper were reported from CRFO 8/16 (CH), AS-
ELB, 10/18 (SSc), JOR 10/2, 10/9, 11/2 (SL), Jordan Run Road AUS
11/20, East Fork Road AUS 11/21, and WHAR 11/21 (MH). There was
only one report of a single Winter Wren at OBSP 9/17 (SL). Brown
Thrashers were reported twice on 10/16: 2 at JOR and one at CRFO
(SL, CH). Single Northern Mockingbirds were seen at NFD 10/8 and
11/6 (JK). A Veery was at Camp Charlie, CRFO 8/16 (CH). Single
Hermit Thrushes were reported from CSSP 8/15, AS-ELB 10/18,
SSF-HWA 9/6, JOR 11/2, and SLQ 11/6 (BG, SSc, RS, SL, LW). Four
Wood Thrushes were observed at BRF 8/7 (JM).

One American Pipit was seen at AS-ELB 10/18 (SSc). There
were two reports of Purple Finches; one at CRFO 8/16 and 7 at SLQ
11/6 (CH, LW). There were 13 reports of Chipping Sparrow, mostly
in August from DHSP, CSSP, SISP, WHAR, CRFO, and JOR with the
highest count of 25 from CSSP 9/30 (AM). Two Field Sparrows were
reported from CSSP 9/30 and at OBSP 10/17 (AM, SL). Three reports
of Fox Sparrow included one at SLQ 11/6 (LW), 2 at JOR 11/2, and
10 at OLEO 11/11 (SL). Three White-crowned Sparrows were
observed at OBSP 10/17 (AM). White-throated Sparrows were
reported 10 times from six locations; 3 at CSSP and 3 at SISP both
9/28, 6 at SGL-64 on 9/30 (AM), 6 at AS-ELB 10/18 (SSc), 6 at JOR
10/12 (SL), and 4 and 10 at OBSP 10/12 and 10/17, respectively (SL,
AM). There were two reports of single Savannah Sparrows; CRFO
8/15 and JOR 8/28 (CH, SL). Swamp Sparrow was reported twice; 5
at OBSP 10/17 and one at Camp Charlie, CRFO 8/15 (AM, CH). A
single Baltimore Oriole, a Northern Waterthrush, and a Blue-
winged Warbler were reported from Camp Charlie, CRFO 8/15 (CH).
Tennessee Warblers were observed at two locations; 3 at LRSP 8/30
and one at SSF-HWA 9/23 (AK, RS). Single Nashville Warblers were
seen at PASP 8/27 and SHIN 9/20 (SGo, KE). An American Redstart
was noted near CRFO 8/15 (CH). Cape May Warbler was observed
at four locations; 2 at CCSP 8/27, 4 at DHSP 8/29 (SGo), one at LRSP
8/30 (AK), and 5 and 3 at JOR 9/17 and 9/18, respectively (SL). There
was one report of a Cerulean Warbler from LRSP 9/10 (KC) and one
Bay-breasted Warbler reported from CSSP 9/28 (AM). Palm
Warblers were reported from three locations; 8 at CSSP 8/28, and 3
at SISP 9/28, and one at GALA 10/17 (AM). Single Pine Warblers
were observed at CRFO 8/14 and CSSP 9/28 (CH, AM). Black-
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throated Green Warblers were observed at four locations; 3 at DHSP
8/30 (AK), 2 at LRSP 8/30 (AK), 2 at ULYS 9/28, and 2 at CSSP 9/30
(AM). A Scarlet Tanager was seen at CRFO 8/15 and an unspecified
number was observed at CSSP 8/27 (CH, SGo). A single Indigo
Bunting was reported at SISP 8/4 (TR).

Observers: Robert Snyder, P.O. Box 603, Howard, PA 16841, (814)
753-2629, birdphotoginpa@gmail.com, Ken Cooper, Christina
Davidowski, Kathy Ebeling, Barbara Gee, Sam Greene (SGr), Scott
Godshall (SGo), Cyril Harding, Matt Hunter, Mark Johnson, Jacob
Kearney, Ted Keen, Andy Keister, Sarah Lindgren, Jennifer Moore,
Alison Poeppel, Keith P., Theo Rickert, Alan MacEachren, Matthew
Schenk, Susan Schenk, Steve Schmit (SSc), Robert Scribner, Danielle
Tate, Linda Widdop.

Schuyilkill County

Locations: Air Products Wildlife Sanctuary (APWS), Deer Lake (DL),
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary North Lookout (HMS), Landingville Dam
and Marsh (LVD), Lebanon Reservoir (LR), Locust Lake State Park
(LLSP), Still Creek Reservoir (SCR), Sweet Arrow Lake (SAL), West
Deerview Drive Timber Cut (TC).

eBird was used extensively to compile this fall narrative. Many
people who posted Schuylkill sightings to eBird have been included as
observers except for those posting exclusively from HMS. The list of
observers from Hawk Mountain in the fall is significant due to its
popularity with birders who come to see the hawk migration. Although
the Hawk Mountain Visitor Center and South Lookout are located in
Berks, HMS, where the counters are located, is in Schuylkill. Besides
tallying raptors, the counters at HMS record data on non-raptors that
are used extensively in this report. Sightings at the North Lookout not
attributed to a single individual have been noted as Hawk Mountain
Data (HMD).

With a few exceptions, waterfowl species are generally limited in
Schuyilkill in diversity, abundance and frequency. Black-bellied
Whistling-Duck, a species no one remembers ever seeing in the
county, was spotted flying by HMS 8/23 (HMD, BB). A Ross’s Goose,
only reported once before in the county back in 2015, was also seen
migrating past HMS 11/23 (HMS). Blue-winged Teal were found at
LVD 9/12 (TB) and at DL 10/17 (DK). For the third straight fall season,
Gadwall were reported; this year 4 were seen at DL 11/15 (RR).
American Black Ducks have been pretty dependable at APWS over
the years and this year was no exception. This species was seen from
9/19 to 11/28 at this location with a high count of 27 on 11/23 (JoD,
KB). They were also found at SAL 8/19 through 11/28 (BR, MG, TB)
and HMS 11/29 (HMD, BB). Green-winged Teal were seen at three
locations this fall: 6 at SAL 11/5 (TB), 3 at LVD 10/2 (TB) and 18 flying
by HMS 11/29 (HMD).

Ring-necked Duck were reported for the sixth consecutive
autumn. This year they were found at SAL in early November (BR, TB),
18 were at LR 11/14 (DK), and a single bird was at SCR 11/14 (DK).
The second consecutive sighting and the third in ten years of a Lesser
Scaup was at SAL 11/5 (TB). Only the third sighting over the past 15
years, 5 Black Scoters were seen flying by HMS 11/13 (HMD, BB).
Buffleheads were found at four locations this fall: a flock of 10 was
seen at DL 11/15 (RR), from 11/1-21 at SAL (BR, TB), at LLSP in mid-
November (DK, TB, TJ, BeR), and at LVD 11/18 (DR). Small numbers
of Hooded Mergansers were found from early to mid-November at
SAL (TB), APWS (JoD, KB), DL (RR), and OC (DK). An impressive raft
of 28 was noted at LVD 10/5 (DK). Ruddy Ducks were found at SAL
10/13 and 10/18 (BR, TB). Only the third fall sighting since 1976, a
Horned Grebe was spotted at SCR 10/30 (DK). Another unusual fall
sighting was an American Coot at SAL 11/2 (BR).

Very unusual for the county, 16 Sandhill Cranes flew by HMS
11/24 (HMD) and another 6 passed by 11/29 (HMD, BB). Shorebirds
are not at all common in the county except at LVD where four unusual
species were reported this season: 2 Dunlin 11/27 (TB), a Pectoral
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Sandpiper 8/14 (JD); a Semipalmated Sandpiper 8/22 (TB) and 8/27
(TJ); and a Western Sandpiper, believed to be a county first, seen
and photographed 8/18 (TB, TJ).

Gulls can be unpredictable in the county but this fall four species
were seen in Schuylkill. Herring and Ring-billed are typical fall visitors
but this year they were joined by 3 Bonaparte’s Gulls at HMS 11/13
(HMD, BB) and a Great Black-backed Gull 9/3 also at HMS (HMD).
For the second fall in a row but only the third in 12 years, a Caspian
Tern was found in the county, this time at LVD 8/1 (TB). The third eBird
record in the county of Black Tern was made 8/14 when a juvenile was
spotted at LVD (TB, TJ, DR). The juvenile was joined by an adult at the
same location 8/17 (TB). Very uncommon, a Red-throated Loon flew
by the North Lookout at HMS 11/22 (KS, DaB) followed by four more
11/27 (HMD, BB). A Cattle Egret surprised everyone by showing up at
the fields near LLSP from 10/30 to 11/4 (m.ob.).

Although Golden Eagles are expected at HMS, a single bird was
spotted at SCR 10/30 (DK). Since HMS is located in the county, there
are excellent records of species and dates for migrating raptors. Since
these data are published elsewhere, they will not be discussed here
except to mention a notable sighting of a Rough-legged Hawk 11/29
(HMD, BB). Schuylkill is one of the sites for on-going research into
Northern Saw-whet Owls. This was the 25th year in an ongoing
research project headed by Scott Weidensaul examining the saw-whet
movement through eastern and central Pennsylvania. The survey is
conducted at three locations including one in Schuylkill at Hidden
Valley near Freidensburg. At Hidden Valley, it was a surprisingly good
year for numbers. According to Scott, the fall count in the county this
year was 96 when a down year was expected. It was a good fall for
Red-headed Woodpeckers in the county. Three were found at TC
9/14 (DK) and a single bird was seen in the same location 9/15 (TJ). In
addition, a total of 20 birds were seen at HMS 8/26-10/29 (m.ob.).

To cap off a pretty good fall, there were some notable northern
finches in the county this fall, all at HMS: 18 Common Redpolls 11/29
(HMD, BB), 10 Red Crossbills 11/29 (SG, RH); and White-winged
Crossbills 11/8-30 (HMD, BB). Snow Buntings were also seen at
HMS 11/6 and 11/29 (HMD, BB).

Twenty-eight species of warblers, including both breeders and
migrants, were observed in the county this fall, one more than last year.
Overall, the birds passed through with little deviation from the
averages. Very unusual was a Golden-winged Warbler at HMS 9/3
(RK, PM, MW). Always notable, a single Connecticut Warbler was
reported at TC 9/15 (TB) and another single was at HMS 9/14 (PM).
The final bird of note for the season was a single Blue Grosbeak at
HMS 8/16 (HMD).

Observers: Dave Rieger, 401 Stony Mountain Road, Auburn, PA
17922, d.m.rieger@gmail.com, Kevin Bergersen, Dan Brennan,
Bracken Brown, David Brown (DaB), Thomas Buehl Jr., John DeBalko
(JoD), Jonathan DeBalko, Denise Donmoyer, Nate Felty, Scott
Godshall, Laurie Goodrich, Mary-Terese Grob, Karen Hardy, Hawk
Mountain Data (HMD), Richard Horwitz, Tonia Jordan, Rudy Keller,
Dave Kruel, Ann Marie Liebner, Alan MacEachren, Patrick Maurice,
Nate McKelvie, Rich Rieger, Barb Ritzheimer (BR), Beverly Rockovich
(BeR), Kim Steininger, John Stetson, James Trusky, Michael Weaver.

Somerset County

Locations: Berlin Area (BA), Bluebird Hill Farm, Jerome (BHF), Flight
93 National Memorial (FLT93), Indian Lake (IL), Laurel Hill State Park
(LHSP), Payne Property, Allegheny Mt. (PP), Quemahoning Reservoir
(QR), Somerset Lake (SL).

It was a rather warm, dry autumn with low numbers of waterfowl,
a few nice passerine fallouts in migration and interesting sightings of
Little Blue Heron and Yellow Rail.

It was a remarkably slow waterfowl migration. The refilling of the
always productive SL is eagerly awaited. The high for Canada Geese
was a rather paltry 162 at QR 11/5 (JP). Mute Swans bred on the west
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side of the county where a pair with 4 cygnets was observed 9/25 (AS).
Tundra Swans were heard migrating over the QR area the last week
of Nov (TF). A nice group of 20 Wood Ducks was at QR 9/25 (AW).
Single American Wigeon were spotted at QR 11/16 (LG) and 10/27
(AS) and also at IL 10/31 (JP). Mallards were present throughout in
low numbers but the only American Black Duck reports were a single
at IL 10/31 and a trio in BA 11/9 (JP). Scant reports of diving ducks
included a Ring-necked Duck at QR 11/19 (JP), 2 Buffleheads at QR
11/5 (JP) and three reports of Ruddy Ducks with the high of 6 at QR
10/27 (AS). Hooded Mergansers were reported three times with a
nice high count of 30 at LHSP 11/19 (DG). Common Mergansers were
spotted seven times 8/20-11/21, with reports of 4-11 birds.

Ring-necked Pheasants suddenly migrated in at the end of
September just in time for youth pheasant season courtesy of the PGC.
Ruffed Grouse were unreported by the birding community, and were
virtually unfound by hunters; perhaps a temporary complete season
closure at least in this county to allow the population to attempt to
rebound would be biologically responsible? Wild Turkeys seem to be
doing well with 31 at QR 9/28 the high count (LG). Pied-billed Grebes
first found 9/18 at QR (KL, PH) and built up to 11 by 11/5 (LG). Two
Horned Grebes were at QR 11/5 (LG, JP).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found just twice: one at PP 9/18 (JP)
and one in Meyersdale Area 10/6 (CN). Common Nighthawks were
found at LHSP 9/1 (J&MM), at PP 9/6 (JP), and one rather late at
Gallitzin State Forest 10/4 (LG). Chimney Swifts reportedly departed
BHF 9/22 and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds left slightly later 9/27
(PL). Another nice sighting at BHF was a Virginia Rail 8/10 (PL). An
intriguing second-hand report was received of a Yellow Rail. The bird
was present on an Amish farm 9/21-27 and was apparently even
caught in hand which convinced observers it was a Yellow Rail instead
of a Sora. No photos are known. A little nasty weather 10/31 had a
Sandhill Crane down and feeding in a marshy spot in BA, nearby was
a nice flock of 70 Killdeer (JP, CaP). A Black-bellied Plover was a
nice flyby at PP 9/19 (JP). Shorebirds were scarce, exceptions being
widely-seen American Woodcocks and single Wilson’s Snipes at
QR 9/1 and 9/10 (LG). A few Spotted Sandpipers included 3 at
Kooser State Part 8/2 (AS) and the last at QR 9/24 (AW). Up to 4
Solitary Sandpipers were at QR 8/13(JP), and a lonely Lesser
Yellowlegs at QR 8/28 (LG).

The first Common Loon of the fall was at QR 10/20 (LG) and up
to 3 were there 11/19 (JP). Small groups of Double-crested
Cormorants were widespread. Vying for bird of the season and
perhaps the second county record was a very cooperative immature
Little Blue Heron at QR 8/13 (LG) which stayed and was seen by
many until at least 9/2. Three Green Herons at QR 9/6 were last ones
reported (AL). Black Vultures are surprisingly scarce in Somerset with
the only report this season of a single at Gallitzin SF 10/6 (LG).

Single Ospreys were widespread. Golden Eagle barely
squeaked into report with a bird near Fairhope 11/30 (CP, JP). Two
probable breeding Northern Harriers were at FLT93 on 8/15 and the
first report of migrants reported was at PP 9/14 (JP). High counts for
Sharp-shinned Hawk was 12 and Cooper’s Hawk was 4, both 9/20
at PP (CP, JP). There has not been a Northern Goshawk report in
several years. The high count for Bald Eagles was 9 at PP 9/20,
otherwise they were widely reported in ones and twos. There were
multiple reports of single Red-shouldered Hawks and 2 passed PP
9/20 (CP, JP). The same day of favorable winds and 3 hours of hawk-
watching effort produced 65 Broad-winged Hawks. Great Horned
Owls and Barred Owls were both reported widely, but Eastern
Screech-Owl was unreported.

All expected woodpeckers were present. Encouraging were six
reports of Red-headed Woodpeckers from 8/5 to 9/23 including a new
colony west of Somerset (SC) and an immature that migrated past PP
9/14 (JP). American Kestrels were reported 15 times throughout the
period. There were four reports of single Merlins 8/23-9/20 and one
report of 2 10/4 at Gallitzin SF 10/4 (LG). The only Peregrine Falcon
was a single that migrated past PP 10/4 (JP).

An Olive-sided Flycatcher 9/14 and a Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher 9/5 both at PP were the only reports of either (JP). Acadian
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Flycatchers were found as singles four times from 8/6-9/4 but the only
Willow Flycatcher was one at PP 9/7 (JP). Least Flycatcher was at
SL 8/23 (KP) and was noted on seven days from 8/27-10/4 at PP (JP).
Perplexing was the complete lack of Great-crested Flycatcher reports.
Yellow-throated Vireos were scarce with one at LHSP 8/17 and one
near Jennerstown 9/11 (MC). Blue-headed and Red-eyed Vireos
were numerous. Philadelphia Vireo was noted 9/16 at Gallitzin SF
(LG) and 9/20 at PP (CP, JP). Notable was a group of 17 Common
Ravens apparently leaving a nighttime roost one half hour before
sunrise at PP 11/5 (JP).

No reports of Purple Martin or Bank Swallow were received and
the other swallow species were widespread in modest numbers. Red-
breasted Nuthatches were in good numbers of up to 6 birds from 8/23
to the end of the period. Likewise, Brown Creepers had at least 8
reports of one or 2 birds starting 8/15. The latest House Wren was
spotted at Hidden Valley 10/18 (AS). Single Winter Wrens were found
at Gallitzin SF 9/25 (LG), Cairnbrook 10/8, and PP 10/24 (JP).
Carolina Wrens were widespread. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were
only found 4 times up to 9/21. Both Golden-crowned Kinglets, with
18 at Mt. Davis 10/31 (JE), and Ruby-crowned Kinglets, with 15 at
PP 10/24 (JP), put in good showings.

Up to 13 migrating Eastern Bluebirds were at PP 9/20 (CP, JP).
The only Veery reported sighted was at PP 9/11 (JP). Swainson’s
Thrushes were seen at FLT93 on 9/10 (MM) and at Kooser SP 9/27
(ST). Many of the former were heard at PP descending from overnight
migration 9/24, along with at least 2 Gray-cheeked Thrushes 9/24
(JP). Wood Thrushes were common up until last bird reported 9/27.
American Robins were very abundant. Gray Catbirds were noted in
nice numbers up until 10/24 at PP. Brown Thrashers were there until
10/12 with one somewhat late bird near Somerset 11/8 (JP). Northern
Mockingbirds are fairly uncommon here, so five reports of singles
were about expected. A nice flock of 25 American Pipits were in a
field near Roxbury 10/31 (JP) and a single migrant was over PP 11/29
(CP). The high count for Cedar Waxwings was 100 at Kooser SP 8/2
(AS). Purple Finches were well reported but no Pine Siskins were
found.

The last report of Chipping Sparrow was made 11/7 at QR (PH,
KL) and no American Tree Sparrows showed up by the end of Nov.
Field Sparrows persisted until 11/6 and there were only 3 reports for
Fox Sparrows:11/10 at QR (LG), 11/11 at PP (CP, RP), and 2 at PP
11/23 (JP). A fairly early migrant Dark-eyed Junco was at PP 9/4 (JP).
White-crowned Sparrows pushed through with 8 reports from 10/12-
31 and a high of 15 at PP 10/24. An early White-throated Sparrow
was at Rockwood 8/16 (JB) and the top number was 25 at PP 10/12
(JP). Vesper Sparrow singles were at FLT93 on 10/14 (MN, DS) and
10/19 (AS), and 2 were at Meadow Road in BA 11/1 (JP). Interesting
was only one Savannah Sparrow report, at BHF 10/9 (PL, PhL) but
Henslow’s Sparrows were noted six times with up to 4 birds at FLT93
until 8/15 (m.ob.). Lincoln Sparrows were found on 16 days at PP
9/11-10/24. There were also found at SL and BHF. The last Eastern
Towhee was seen at Hidden Valley 11/23 (AS). Bobolinks were seen
8/17-9/15 including a nice group of 50 at BHF on the latter date (PL).
Eastern Meadowlarks were widely reported. No Orchard Orioles were
noted and only three Baltimore Orioles including the last 2 at Garret
10/5 (JK). The only Rusty Blackbirds were 2 at Markleton 11/6 (TO).

There were just 24 species of warblers reported this period. The
most notable were: Worm-eating Warbler at CL 8/17 (JB), Louisiana
Waterthrush at Kooser SP 8/2 (AS), 19 reports of Tennessee Warbler
8/28-10/12, ten reports of Nashville Warbler all at PP, Mourning
Warblers 8/31 and 9/14 at PP, a high count of 21 Common
Yellowthroats at PP 8/14, Hooded Warblers 8/3-9/11 (m.ob.), high
count of 6 and last sighting of American Redstart near Davidsville
9/26 (LG), many reports Cape May Warblers through 10/9, Northern
Parula at FLT93 on 9/10 (MM) and 3 at PP 9/20 (CP, JP), many
Magnolia Warblers, five reports of Bay-breasted Warblers 9/11-20,
eight reports of Blackburnian Warblers until 9/30, many Chestnut-
sided Warblers, Blackpoll Warblers 9/18-10/9, 16 reports of Black-
throated Blue Warblers including 10 at FLT93 on 9/10 (MM), 10
reports of Palm Warblers to 10/17, 2 Pine Warblers at PP 8/31 and
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at Hidden Valley 10/13 (AS), many Yellow-rumped Warblers to 11/5,
a Yellow-throated Warbler in CA 8/9 (BO), and many Black-throated
Green Warblers to 10/1.

Scarlet Tanagers were present until 9/27 and Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks did not leave until 10/2. Indigo Buntings were also
present until 10/2 with a nice high of 24 in the New Centerville Area
(ML). A Dickcissel at FLT93 on 8/13 was a nice find (SG).

Observers: Jeff Payne, 9755 Glades Pike, Berlin, PA, 15530, (814)
267-5718, paynemt@gmail.com,

Bill Cline, Sandy Cline, Matt Cohen, Joshua Emm, Tim Fox, Steven
Gasser, Doug Graham, Linda Greble, Pam Hornick, Josie Knopsnyder,
Tom and Janet Kuehl (T&JK), Mike Lanzone, Paul Lehman, Phil
Lehman (PhL), Annie Lindsay, Karen Lucas, Megan Massa, Jim & Meg
Moses (J&MM), Mark Nale, Claire Nemes, Becky Ohler, Tiffany Ohler,
Chris Payne, Carolyn Payne (CaP), Rebecca Payne, Kevin Pero, Darla
Shank, Andrew Smith, Shannon Thompson, Mary Jo Tortorelli (MJT),
Atlee Wise.

Sullivan County

Locations: Deer Lake (DL), Dushore — Bob Kost Pond (BKP), Dutch
Mtn. (DM), Eagles Mere Lake (EML), Kinsley’s Corner (KC), Litzelman
Road, Dushore (LR), Loyalsock State Forest, Fern Rock Trail (FRT),
Ricketts Glen State Park, Hayfields (RGSPH), Ricketts Glen State
Park, West Boat Launch (WBL), SGL 13, Newell Rd (NEW), SGL 13,
Splashdam Pond (SDP), SGL 66, Shady Nook Lake (SNL), SGL 66,
Shady Nook Old Home Place (OHP), Shunk (SK), White House Camp
(WHC), World’s End State Park (WESP).

The weather for the fall period was mostly uneventful. There were
no significant storms or patterns. Hurricane Ida did not directly affect
the county, there were no early snowstorms of significance, and
temperatures were normal. The number of reports in eBird apparently
is continuing to rise. There were many excellent finds although no
extreme rarities. All observations not otherwise noted were by the
author.

Waterfowl were not especially prevalent during the season. High
counts for Wood Duck included 21 at DL 10/3 (SM) and 50 at SDP
9/19 (SS). Two American Black Duck were noted at BKP 11/5
(AMac). Lone Pied-billed Grebes were seen on SNL 9/6 and again on
EML 11/2 (AMac). Shorebird reports included a high of 34 Killdeer in
the LR area 9/4, a pair of American Woodcock at SDP 9/19 (SS), and
an immature Spotted Sandpiper in SK 8/22 (PF). A Double-crested
Cormorant was seen on a farm pond near KC 9/4, and 20 more at
WBL 10/27 was a high count and a good find (DG).

Raptor species were well represented throughout the season.
Most of these were of single individuals or pairs. An Osprey was in SK
8/22 (PF). A Northern Harrier was present at SNL 9/6. One immature
and one adult Bald Eagle were seen at SDP 9/11. An immature Sharp-
shinned Hawk was observed being harassed for as long as fifteen
minutes by Blue Jays at OHP 9/25. One Red-shouldered Hawk was
at NEW 8/4. The largest group of raptors observed was 12 Broad-
winged Hawks at SDP 9/19 (SS). An Eastern Screech-Owl at SDP
9/18 was an excellent find (SS). A Barred Owl was reported at RGSPH
9/25 (SM). American Kestrel was seen in open areas at multiple
locations and often with multiple individuals present (m.ob.). Chimney
Swift was last reported with a single individual at RGSPH 8/12 (AL).

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was well seen at OHP 9/11. Eastern
Wood-Pewee was heard singing at WHC 8/3 (JP). Alder Flycatcher
was last reported from RGSPH 9/7 (DG). Two Yellow-throated Vireos
were at RGSPH 10/13 (DG). A Philadelphia Vireo was well seen at
close range at SNL 9/12. This bird was in proximity to a Warbling
Vireo allowing for a nice comparison. Philadelphia Vireo was also
reported 9/15 at RGSPH (SS). A high of 8 Northern Rough-winged
Swallows were reported at RGSPF 8/6 (JB). A Ruby-crowned
Kinglet at OHP 9/11 was an early migrant. Likely the best report of the
season was of 2 Marsh Wrens at RGSPH 10/13 (DG). Excellent
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photos were obtained. This is an uncommon bird for the county. It may
be present most years in low numbers but overlooked. One Winter
Wren was present at RGSPH 8/12 (AL).

A high of 24 Gray Catbirds were counted at RGSPH 10/7 (DG).
Northern Mockingbird is still uncommon in the county; this season
one was found at LR 9/25. A Swainson’s Thrush was present at DL
10/3 (SM). Fourteen Hermit Thrushes at NEW 8/4 was a high (DG).
There were numerous reports of Lincoln’s Sparrow this season at
OHP, SDP, and RGSPH 9/15-28 (m.ob.). Fifteen Swamp Sparrows
was a high count at SDP 9/19 (SS). Fourteen individuals of both White-
throated Sparrow and Eastern Towhee were counted at RGSPH
10/7. There were a few reports of good sized blackbird flocks that
included 100 Red-winged Blackbirds at BKP 11/5 (AMac). Common
Grackle flocks ranging from 500 to 1000 were seen at WBL 10/25 (DG)
and 11/3 (RS), and at RGSPH 10/27 (DG) and 11/4 (AMac).
Tennessee Warbler was present at OHP 9/11. Twenty-two Common
Yellowthroat was a high count at SDP 8/5 (DG). Two Cape May
Warblers were present at FRT 8/24 (AK) and another 2 were at SNL
9/11. Northern Parula was observed at SNL 9/12 and at WBL 10/13
(DG). Two Blackpoll Warblers were found at OHP 9/26 with another
2 at SDP on the same day. The high count for Palm Warbler was 12
at RGSPH 10/7 (DG). A Pine Warbler was singing at WHC 8/3 (JP). A
late report for Pine Warbler was made 10/13 at WESP (SH). A Prairie
Warbler was at RGSPH 8/12 (AL) and was last reported at WBL 10/13
(DG).

Observers: Rob Megraw 131 Butternut Dr, Pottstown, PA 19464,
(610) 858-6361, robert.r.rmegraw@gmail.com, Janice Bilotti, Skip
Conant, Wes Egli, Paul Ford, Doug Gross, Susan Harrison, Alejandra
Lewandowski, Andy Keister, Alan MacEachren, Sean Minnick, Joshua
Potter, Steve Schmit, Rhiannon Summers.

Susquehanna County

Weather in our northeastern county was unusually mild and
marked by a lack of robust storm fronts. As a result the number and
variety of species stopping by on their southbound journeys was
limited. A single Snow Goose was spotted among several hundred
Canada Geese at Stillwater Dam 11/14 (CF). A Mute Swan chose
East Great Bend Swamp on which to spend his autumn in lieu of being
a decoration on someone’s pond. The bird was present 10/24-11/30
(m.ob.). Two Northern Shovelers auditioned for Daffy Duck roles, one
at Stump Pond 10/22 (NV) and one at Stillwater Dam 10/5 (CF). A nice
mixed flock of dabblers at Stillwater Dam included 2 Gadwall 10/5
(CF). An American Wigeon was at East Great Bend Swamp 11/4-11
(SF, EM, NV). Four Green-winged Teals were in the remote and
under-birded wetland adjacent to D&H Rail Trail-Ararat 11/9 (CF).

The only species to present itself in good numbers this fall were
Ring-necked Ducks. Up to 24 paid an extended visit to Lake Montrose
10/21-11/16 (TN, JS, NV), and another flock of 13 was on Stillwater
Dam 11/14 (CF). A Common Goldeneye was a treat to see at
Stillwater Dam 11/12 (CF). The season’s only Ruddy Duck was on
Quaker Lake 9/22 and 9/26 (AM, EM). A Horned Grebe was on Lake
Montrose 10/9 (EM, TN). In spite of the paucity of visiting waterfowl,
our regular and expected species were all present in good numbers:
Wood Duck, Mallard, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser, Common
Merganser, and Pied-billed Grebe.

The hilltop overlooking a great bend in the Susquehanna River
near the town of Great Bend was once again the scene of a parade of
Common Nighthawks flying south. Over the course of 18 nights, a
total of 361 migrants flew over 8/21-9/10, with 70 of those birds spotted
in a single evening (SF, BS, GS, NV). The last vocalization of a
Virginia Rail at its known nesting location outside of New Milford was
heard 9/16 (NV). A pair of Sandhill Cranes were observed near
Dimock 11/9 (JS) again raising hopes they are becoming regular
nesters here. An American Golden-Plover in dry, upland habitat
surprised a visiting south Jersey birder in South Auburn 10/26 (TB).
Although this species is reported regularly in nearby counties to our
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north and south, this bird represented the first eBird record for the
county. The county’s single best location for mudflat viewing during
shorebird migration was “full to the brim” with water up to vegetation
edges. The only visitors of note at Hollister's Pond were three Least
Sandpipers 8/16 (TN). A Caspian Tern made a tantalizingly brief stop
at Quaker Lake 8/21 (EM, JM). Common Loons proved scarce this
fall with a single bird at Stearns Lake 10/3 (EB) and another at Fiddle
Lake 11/7 and 11/9 (CF). Dispersing Great Egrets found their way to
multiple locations in Susquehanna with eight sightings during the
period 8/6-9/15 (m.ob.).

Six Black Vultures were present during Oct, 2 near Clifford 10/3
(CF) and 4 outside of Montrose 10/27 (BM). A changing climate seems
to be bringing them closer and closer to becoming regulars. Spotting a
migrating Merlin this time of year is growing more commonplace. That
was true when one was seen near Lake Montrose 9/27 (SN, TN) and
another north of Thompson 10/24 (CF). It is not common to have one
remain at one location for an extended period. This occurred on private
property near Great Bend where one was seen and photographed
repeatedly over the course of a week 10/7-13 (EM,BS,GS,NV). A
Peregrine Falcon tried unsuccessfully to make a meal of a Killdeer in
South Auburn 9/25 (TB).

Olive-sided Flycatchers are always on autumn wish lists. This
season four lucky birders were able to find the species. One was
present near Great Bend 8/21 (BS, GS), another was in Montrose 9/3
(TN), and a third “vested one” was found near Springville 9/6 (NB).
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were unable to sneak through without
being spotted. Six birds were seen at various sites (m.ob.). Another
sought after fall species is Philadelphia Vireo. Three sightings of
single birds occurred east of Great Bend 9/2, 9/11 and 9/18 (BS, GS)
and 3 were located in SGL236 on 9/10 and 9/16 (CF). A single Marsh
Wren was photographed on a private wetland south of New Milford 8/3
(NV). SGL236 was the scene for the season’s only Gray-cheeked
Thrush 9/25 (CF).

American Pipits were spotted twice, once in Silver Lake Twp.
10/20 (EM, JM) and one near Great Bend 11/17 (BS). The county’s
first American Tree Sparrow rolled in from the north 11/9 at D&H Rail
Trail-Ararat (CF). A returning White-crowned Sparrow was near
Montrose 9/30 (BM), and 2 more were located outside Great Bend 10/7
(EM, BS). Vesper Sparrows did not disappoint by showing up at their
regular stopover site near Montrose, 2 birds 10/15 and three 10/25
(BM). A flock of 9 Rusty Blackbirds posed for photos at East Great
Bend Swamp 11/4 (SF, NV). Twenty-seven species of wood warblers
were reported during the period. A Golden-winged Warbler was
discovered in a yard near Dimock 9/1 (JS). This followed two sightings
of the species in other parts of the county in May (NB, NV). These three
2021 birds were the first reported since 1997. It will be interesting to
see if this turns out to be a trend or a case of serendipity. A Dickcissel
was present near South Auburn 9/16 (TB). This was only the second
eBird report of the species in Susquehanna.

Observers: Evan Mann, 8313 Laurel Lake Road, Montrose, PA
18801, (570) 663-2621, 7Tevanmann@gmail.com, Nick Bolgiano, Tom
Boyle, Edmund Burdick, Chris Fischer, Sara Fisher, Alan MacEachren,
Julia Mann, Bruce McNaught, Sharon Norville, Tom Norville, Barb
Stone, Gary Stone, Joyce Stone, Nancy VanCott.

Tioga County

Locations: Asaph (ASP), Baldwin Run Road (BRR), Beechwood Lake
(BELA), Blossburg (BLOS), Butler Hill and Croft Hollow Roads (BH-
CHRD), Canyon Country Campground (CCC), Canyon Regional
Airport (CRA), Cavanagh Natural Trail (CNT), Colton Point SP (CPSP),
Covington (COV), Cowanesque Lake (COWL), Hamilton Lake (HAML),
Hills Creek Lake Road (HCLR), Hills Creek Estates (HCE), Hills Creek
Road (HCR), Hills Creek SP (HCSP), His Thousand Hills Retreat
(HTHR), Kelsey Creek Lake (KCL), Keeneyville (KEEN), Leetonia
(LEE), Leonard Harrison State Park (LHSP), Mansfield (MAN), Marsh
Creek/The Muck (MCM-IBA), Middlebury Center (MBCE), Middle
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Ridge Swamp-Rte. 660 (MRS), Muck Railyard (MURY), Nessmuck
Lake (NEL), North Bullock Road (NBRD), Pine Creek Gorge-IBA
(PCG-IBA), Pine Creek Rail Trail (PCRTr), Pine Creek Rail Trail-
Blackwell (PCRT-BLK), Pine Creek Rail Trail-Butler Rd. (PCRT-BUT),
Pine Creek Rail Trail-Darling Run (PCRT-DR), Pine Creek Rail Trail-
Marsh Creek access (PCRT-MCA), Pine Creek Rail Trail-Stokesdale
(PCRT-STO), Pine Creek Rail Trail-Webster Rd. (PCRT-WEB),
Rexford (REXF), Randall Rd, Roaring Branch (ROBR), Roseville,
(ROSE), Tauscher Pond (TAP), Tioga (TIOG), Tioga Lake (TIOGL),
Tioga-Hammond Lakes (THLA), Tioga-Hammond Lakes-lves Run
Rec. Area (THL-IRRA), Tioga-Hammond Lakes--Railroad grade trail
(THL-RRGT), Tioga State Forest-Landrus Rd. Blind (TISF-LRB),
Wellsboro (WEL), West Hill/Hilfiger Roads, Covington (WHHR-COV),
Westfield (WESTF).

A total of 176 species were reported on eBird during the fall
season. Species data reported below were from 49 locations and
submitted by 42 observers. Data used in the report were obtained from
eBird.

Fifty Snow Geese were reported from a pond on HCLR 11/18
(LD), and single birds were seen at TAP 10/16 and 10/17 (KC) and
HCSP 10/14 (BC). There were many reports of Wood Ducks with the
highest counts of 70 from a residence along Marsh Creek, ASP 9/28
(JC), 66 at PCRT-WEB 8/18 (LD) and 57 at TAP 10/12 (BC). Two
Northern Shovelers were seen at COWL 11/6 (DW). Two Gadwalls
were at HSCP 10/8 (KC). American Wigeons were seen at three
locations: 2 at TISF-LRB 10/21 (KC), 5 on 10/24, 6 on 10/24, and 3 on
11/9 at TAP (KC, LD) and one or 2 at HCSP 10/16-11/11 (LD). Twelve
sightings of American Black Ducks were reported for the county, with
a high count of 12 at Pine Camp THLA 11/24 (LD). Green-winged Teal
were reported from two locations; 2 on Marsh Creek near ASP 9/28
(JC) and 2 at TAP 11/9 (LD). Eleven reports of Ring-necked Ducks
were noted 10/8-11/13, with the high count of 18 reported from TAP
11/9 (LD). Buffleheads were reported seven times 11/2-22 with the
high count of 40 from THL-IRRA (LD). Up to 4 Hooded Mergansers
were seen at HCSP 11/9-29 (LD, MShi, GaT), and 3-4 were at THL-
IRRA 11/15 and 11/24 (LD, DKP). Common Mergansers were
reported 37 times, with high counts of 211 at Pine Camp, THLA 11/24
and 111 at HCSP 11/26 (LD, GaT, m.ob.). Two Red-breasted
Mergansers were reported from HCSP 11/26 (LD). Ruddy Ducks
were seen at three locations; one at NEL 10/13 (BC), 2 at THL-IRRA
10/19 (KC), and one at HCSP 11/13 (LD).

A Northern Bobwhite was seen at KCL 8/8 (LD). Counts of up to
12 Wild Turkeys were reported from 16 locations across the county.
Ruffed Grouse were reported from four locations; up to 3 at HCLR
8/19-10/30 (LD), one at BRR 11/18 (JFi) and one at the Bradley Wales
Picnic area, PCG-IBA 11/11 (AKe). Pied-billed Grebe was reported
22 times. A single Black-billed Cuckoo was reported from HCSP 8/13
(AnaT, GaT) and at West Hill/Hilfiger Roads, COV 9/2 (KC). Common
Nighthawks included 2 on 8/30 and 3 on 8/31 at COV (CC, KC), and
one on 9/27 (eBird) and 4 on 8/23 (LD) at HCLR. Up to 3 Virginia Rails
were reported six times at MCM-IBA 8/2-9/12 (KB, KC DKP, GaT). A
Sora was at TAP 10/12 (KB) and an American Coot was observed at
MCM-IBA 10/17 (KB).

Single Least Sandpipers were reported from HAML 8/15 (LD),
TIOGL 8/10 and NEL 8/25 and 9/2 (DKP). Single American
Woodcocks were observed along HCLR 8/7 and 9/26 (LD). Solitary
Sandpipers were observed at KCL 8/8 (LD), MURY 8/18 (LD), MCM-
IBA 9/2, and HCSP 8/23 (KC). Two Greater Yellowlegs were at HAML
8/18 (KC) and Lesser Yellowlegs included 3 at HAML 8/18 and one
at MURY 9/26 (LD). A single Bonaparte’s Gull was at THL-IRRA
10/18 (SK) and 40 were there 11/22 (LD). Single Herring Gulls were
reported from MAN 10/23 (JT) and COWL 9/11 and 11/6 (KC, DW),
and 12 were noted at lves Run Lane, MAN 10/17 (SM). One Caspian
Tern was seen at THL-IRRA 8/18 and 4 were reported from the same
location 9/1 (LD, GaT, KC). Three Black Terns were reported from
PCRT-WEB 8/1 (LD). The only other eBird record for this species was
one at THL-IRRA 8/2/2008 (DrW). Two Common Terns were seen at
THL-IRRA 10/12 (BC). Common Loons were reported from four
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locations 9/2-11/3 (m.ob.). Great Egret was reported 29 times from six
locations (KD, GaT, DKP, SM, MShi, KC, AIC, KK).

Black Vultures were reported from four locations: 6 on 8/24 and
one on 8/26 at CPSP (BW, AWe, LM), one at MCM-IBA 8/8, 8/24 (KB,
AMa), 2 at HCE 9/6 (GaT) and one at Lamb’s Creek, THLA 10/16 (KC).
There were many reports of Osprey from along the Pine Creek Trail at
Marsh Creek, HCSP, NEL, and up-state to THLA and COWL. Single
Northern Harriers were reported ten times from late Sep through late
Nov. Single Sharp-shinned Hawks were observed at Miller Mountain,

Two county rarities were reported. A single American Golden-
Plover was found at the fields at CRA 10/16 mixed in a flock of Killdeer
(LD). The only other fall report of this species in eBird was one at THL-
IRRA 9/6/2016 (RH). A Clay-colored Sparrow was reported from
CNT 10/15 (BC). The species has been reported twice before in fall:
one at HTHR 9/30/2015 (JC) and 2 at the Pine Creek Rail Trail near
Asaph 9/15/2017 (JC).

HCR 9/14 and 9/28 (LD) and at HCE 8/13 (GaT). Cooper’s Hawks
were well-reported. A single Northern Goshawk was observed at
WHHR-COV 9/2 (KC). Bald Eagle reports came from all over the
county, though most were around Marsh Creek, NEL, and HCSP, and
the THLA area. Red-shouldered Hawk reports included one bird at
LEE 9/6 and 9/16 (LSt) and 3 at Brace Hollow Rd, WESTF 11/29 (GG).
Twelve reports of up to 4 Broad-winged Hawks were noted 8/9-9/7
from HCLR, HCE, TSP, WHHR-COV, CPSP and REXF (LD, GaT, AnT,
KC, SG).

Eastern Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, and Barred Owl
were each well reported, each species being mentioned eight or nine
times throughout the season. A Northern Saw-whet Owl was at the
Welch Mountain Road area, COV 11/1 (KC). American Kestrels (1-2
birds) were reported 15 times from 13 locations (m.ob.). Single Merlins
were reported from Island Park, BLOS 8/16 (KC), NEL 8/25 (DKP),
TAP 9/24 (AMa), HCSP 9/30 and 10/2 (eBird), and MCM-IBA 10/13
(SS, MS).

Single Olive-sided Flycatchers were observed at NEL 8/29, at
Railroad Grade Lane, WEL 8/29 (LD, KC), and at PCRT-BUT 9/14
(AnT, GaT). An Alder Flycatcher was observed at PCRT-DR 8/5 (WB)
and one Willow Flycatcher was seen at MCM-IBA 8/2 (KC). A single
Yellow-throated Vireo was seen along HCLR 9/6 (LD). Single
Philadelphia Vireos were found at Kendrick Rd, COV 8/22 and 9/12
(KC), at THL-IRRA 9/11 (GaT), and at HCLR 9/15 (LD). Notably, a
Northern Shrike was observed at LHSP 10/23 (KB). A Fish Crow was
reported from THL-IRRA 10/9 (MShi) and one Horned Lark was seen
at MRS 10/1 (CC, KC). A Purple Martin was reported from WEL 8/5
(KB) and 2 Bank Swallows were seen at PCRT-WEB 8/19 (KC).

There were many reports of Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Golden-
crowned Kinglet and Red-breasted Nuthatch from over the county.
Two reports of Blue-gray Gnatcatcher were made from PCRT-WEB
8/21 and LEE 8/26 (CW, LSt). At least 12 reports of single Winter
Wrens were made (m.ob.). Marsh Wrens were observed at MCM-IBA:
2 on 8/2 and one 10/13 (KC, BC), one was at MURY 10/9 (LD), and
one was at PCRT-WEB 10/15 (BC). A Gray-cheeked Thrush was
reported from LHSP 9/10 (KC). Swainson’s Thrushes included
singles at PCRT-WEB 9/5 and 10/19 (LD, KC) and at HCSP 9/15 (LD),
and a high count of 9 at LHSP 9/10 (KC). Purple Finches were seen
in ones and twos at COWL, THL-IRRA, WHHR-COV, HCLR and Gee
Road, MBCE and ROSE (KC, DW, LD, BSil). Twenty-three Red
Crossbills were tallied at CPSP 8/27 (SG). Single Pine Siskins were
reported from HCE 8/3-4 and at ROSE 11/27 (GaT, BSil).

There were just two reports of American Tree Sparrow, one at
HCLR 11/22 (LD) and 2 at a residence along Marsh Creek near ASP
11/25 (JC). A single Fox Sparrow was seen at HCLR 11/8 (LD). There
were two observations of White-crowned Sparrow: 4 at THL-IRRA
11/4 (DKP) and one at HCSP 10/20 (GaT), and there were many
observations of White-throated Sparrow throughout the county.
Savannah Sparrow was reported from two locations; one at MRS 10/1
(CC, KC) and 3 at PCRT-STO 10/13 (SS, MS). Lincoln’s Sparrow
was seen at five locations: one at HCLR 9/21 and 9/27 (LD), one or 2
at THL-IRRA 10/4 and 10/12 (KC, NH), one at CNT 10/15, one at
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PCRT-WEB 10/15 (BC) and one at Kendrick Road, COV 10/15 (KC).
Two sightings of Bobolinks included 4 at Ridge Road ponds KEEN
8/4 and 2 at HCLR 8/4 (LD).

A Northern Waterthrush was seen along Marsh Creek near ASP
10/2 (JC). Single Blue-winged Warblers were reported from two
locations: HCLR 8/24 and 9/1 (LD) and at COV 8/1 (KC). Tennessee
Warbler was reported 15 times from several locations. One Orange-
crowned Warbler was seen at COWL 9/11 (KC), and Nashville
Warbler was found at HCSP 8/28 (KC) and at HCE 8/30 (GaT). A
single Connecticut Warbler was seen at THL-RRGT 10/12 (BC).
Cape May Warbler was reported 23 times from nine locations with a
high count of 7 at HCE 8/22 (GaT). A Northern Parula was observed
at HCLR 9/16 (LD) and single Bay-breasted Warblers were observed
at HCLR 9/2 and at THL-IRRA 10/12 (BC). Blackpoll Warblers were
reported from six locations with a high count of 4 at HCSP 10/8 (KC).
Palm Warblers were observed at the follow locations; one at HCLR
9/15 and 10/13 (LD), one at HCSP 10/14 (BC), one at PCRT-WEB 9/9
(AMa), one at CNT 10/15 and one at NEL 10/16 (BC). Single Canada
Warblers were reported from COWL 9/11 (KC), HCLR 8/30 (LD),
PCRT-DR 8/3 and 8/21 (JP, CL) and CPSP 8/27 (SG).

Observers: Robert Snyder, P.O. Box 603, [158 Black Street],
Howard, PA 16841, (814) 753-2629, birdphotoginpa@gmail.com,
Amiee Benitez, Kiley Birgensmith, Wes Blauvelt, Mary and Phil
Burkhouse (MPB), Bruce Carl, Alex Clark (AIC), Christine Cooper, Ken
Cooper, John Corcoran, Lisa Doud, Jennifer Farrell (JFa), Jim
Fiorentino (JFi), Gabby Glinski, Scott Godshall, Rich Hanlon, Nathan
Helmuth, Andy Keister (Ake), Scott Kinzey, Ken Kirk, Steven Johnson,
Sarah Lindgren, Alan MacEachren (AMa), Lindy McKee, Sean Minnick,
Dale and Karen Plumley (DKP), Joshua Potter, Kathryn Riley, Matthew
Schenk, Susan Schenk, Marcie Shinn (MShi), Barbara Silverstein
(BSil), Laura Steele (LSt), Joyce Tice, Anya Tyson (AnT), Gary Tyson
(GaT), Andrew Weber (AWe), Drew Weber (DrW), Bill Wilkinson,
Carole Winslow.

Venango County

Locations: Allegheny River (AR), Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary
(BHNS), Fish Road (FRD), Franklin (FR), Kahle Lake (KL), Oil City
(OC), Qil City area (OCA), Qil City Marina (OCM), Oil Creek State Park
(OCSP), Seneca area (SA), Two Mile Run Park (TMRP).

Fall 2021 in Venango could be described a typical of recent years.
The county gets very few waterfowl, and records of most other species
in migration are sporadic. There might be a day or two of decent
migrations, sightings, but most days are dismal.

A Mute Swan (always suspected escapees) was at TMRP 8/1
(NK, MK). The only record of Tundra Swan was a group of 50 flybys
at TMRP 11/22 (JS). Three Blue-winged Teal were seen at TMRP
8/14 (JS), a few American Wigeon sightings were made 10/24 and
11/25 at KL (JS), and American Black Duck was observed 11/13
(MD), 11/14 (RS) at TMRP, and 11/30 at KL (JS). The only
Canvasback sighting was at KL 10/31 (JS). Ring-necked Duck was
at TMRP 11/13 (MD) and at KL 11/27 (JS), one Bufflehead was at
TMRP 11/16 (NK, MK), and Ruddy Duck was noted 10/22-11/30 at
TMRP and KL (NK, MK, RS, JS). Pied-billed Grebes were observed
from 10/2 through the end of the season at both KL and TMRP (m.ob.).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo were spotted through the end of Aug, as
wellas 9/21 and 10/6 at BHNS (JS, KG), Black-billed Cuckoo records
were 8/7 at FA (NB), 8/23 at BHNS (JS, KG), and 9/2 at TMRP (RS),
Common Nighthawk were observed at the Nighthawk Watch at OCM
through 9/16 (m.ob.), and Chimney Swift was observed in FR and OC
until  9/21 (NB, JH, RS).The last reported Ruby-throated
Hummingbird was in FA 9/24 (NB).

The only American Woodcock reports were at BHNS 8/12 and
11/2 (KG, JS). Wilson’s Snipe noted five times through the season.
Solitary Sandpiper was present 8/14-15 on FRD (JS) and Greater
Yellowlegs and Lesser Yellowlegs were noted on FRD 8/15 (JS) and
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at TMRP 10/1 (RS), respectively.

There were 40 Bonaparte Gulls at TMRP 11/13 (MD). Terns at
KL included 14 Caspian Tern 9/1, Black Tern 8/17 and 9/1, and 38
Common Terns 9/1 (all JS). There was a report of a Magnificent
Frigatebird at the Nighthawk Watch heading west at the OCM 9/5. The
bird was identified from its distinct shape, with white feathers on breast
indicating a female or juvenile bird. No written description was provided
(GE, JW, NK, MK, DB).

Double-crested Cormorants were noted through the period until
11/18 at OCM (NK, MK). Moody Pond near Cranberry provided
Venango’s second record of Cattle Egret 11/12 (JH). Green Heron
was seen at TMRP until 10/10 (RS). Turkey Vulture persisted until
11/22 at FA (NB). The only Osprey was at OCM 9/18 (GE, RS), and
the only Northern Harrier was at KL 11/15 (JS). Red-shouldered
Hawk was noted 11/14 at FA (NB) and Broad-winged Hawk was seen
through 9/18 at FA (NB).

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were sighted at numerous locations
9/3-11/17 (m.ob.). A Merlin was seen at KL 9/8 (JS), and one was
observed several times from 9/14-18 at the Nighthawk Watch at OCM
(m.ob.). A Peregrine Falcon was spotted on KR 10/9 (JS).

One report of Olive-sided Flycatcher was made 9/10 at OCSP
(JH). Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was present 9/4-25 at BHNS and
TMRP (JS, RS) and at BHNS 10/4 (JS, KG), Alder Flycatcher was
seen and heard at TMRP 9/23 (RS). Eastern Phoebe was reported
through 10/22 several locations (m.ob.), and Eastern Kingbird was
last reported at TMRP 8/17 (RS). White-eyed Vireo was spotted on
the Justus Trail FR 8/24 (JH). At BHNS, FA, and TMRP, vireos included
Yellow-throated Vireo through 9/23, Blue-headed Vireo through
10/12, and Philadelphia Vireo 8/17-9/28 (m.ob.). The only report of a
Warbling Vireo was made at TMRP 8/7 (RS). Common Raven
continues to increase with many reports for the fall season.

Purple Martin, always uncommon in the county, continued to be
reported at the county edges near Venus and KL. Last reports were
8/3 and 8/16 at KL (JS, RS). Ruby-crowned Kinglets were observed
8/19-10/23, and Golden-crowned Kinglet 10/19-11/20 (m.ob.). Red-
breasted Nuthatches were sighted at BHNS and SA 9/10-11/8 (JS,
KG, NK, MK). A fairly late Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen at TMRP
10/1 (RS). Swainson’s Thrush was reported from 9/11-28 at BHNS
(JS, KG), Hermit Thrush was reported through the end of the period,
and Wood Thrush until 9/26 (JS, KG). An American Pipit was at KL
10/10 (NK, MK).

Purple Finches were observed from 9/10-11/8 at SA, BHNS, and
FA (NK, MK, KG, JS, NB). Six Field Sparrows were seen at TMRP
10/1 (RS). American Tree Sparrow was noted at TMRP 11/9 (RS) and
then through the end of the season. Fox Sparrows included birds at
BHNS 10/24 (KG, JS) and at FA 11/13-22 (NB). White-crowned
Sparrow was present 10/19-26 (m.ob), the only Lincoln’s Sparrows
were at TMRP 9/20 and 10/1 (RS), and Swamp Sparrow was reported
9/20-11/14, including 12 at TMRP 10/1 (RS). Last Baltimore Oriole
was seen at SA 8/26 (NK, MK), and Rusty Blackbird was noted at SA
11/2 and 11/10 (NK, MK).

Twenty three species of warbler were reported for the season.
Blue-winged Warbler was present through 9/3 at SA (NK, NK),
Orange-crowned Warbler was noted at BHNS 9/28 and 10/10 (JS,
KG), Mourning Warbler was found at BHNS 9/25 and 9/28 (JS, KG),
Cape May Warbler was reported 8/20-9/28 (m.ob.), Northern Parula
was at BHNS 9/11-28 (KG, JS), Bay-breasted Warbler reports
spanned 8/27-9/23 (m.ob.), the last Yellow Warbler was found at FA
9/8 (NB), Blackpoll Warbler was present 9/13-28 at BHNS and FA
(KG, JS, NK, MK), Pine Warbler was at SA 8/23-10/12 (NK, MK), and
Wilson’s Warbler was reported from SA, BHNS, and TMRP 8/30-9/26
(NK, MK, JS, KG, JH).

Scarlet Tanager was seen until 10/3 at several locations (m.ob.),
Rose-breasted Grosbeak was noted through 9/19 (JS, KG, NK, MK),
and Indigo Bunting was seen SA, BHNS, and TMRP to 9/29 (NK, MK,
JS, KG, RS).

Observers: Russ States, 111 E. 4*" St., Oil City, PA 16301, (814) 758-
3935, pelagics202@gmail.com; Gary Edwards, 224 Meadow Rd,
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Apt 9, Seneca, PA 16346, (814) 676-3011,
gedwards3011@gmail.com, Nancy Baker, Dennis Beaver, Michael
David, Kathie Goodblood, Diane Hall, Jeff Hall, Meg Kolodick, Nick
Kolodick, Jerry Stanley, Jim Wilson.

Warren County

Locations: Akeley Swamp (AS), Annie Banding site, ANF (AB), Betts
Park, Warren (BP), City of Warren (CW), Chapman State Park (CSP),
Conewango Creek at Hatch Run (CC), Daugherty Run Road (DRR),
Economite Rd (ER), Hearts Content Natural Area (HC), Hillside Acres
Tidioute (HA), Kinzua Dam (KD), Mayburg Rd (FR 116), Newbold
Estate (NE), Tidioute Trail (TT), Valentine Run (VR), Wenzel Road
(WR).

Fall 2021 in Warren was rather mild and unusually rainy,
particularly in August and October, which saw 6.4 and 7.7 inches,
respectively—almost twice the average. The relatively mediocre
birding conditions may have resulted in it appearing to be a somewhat
poor migration season, although perhaps the birds were there, but the
birders were not?

The prolonged warmth seemed to have delayed the arrival of most
migrating waterfowl. Of note, 2 Ring-necked Ducks were spotted at
AS 11/21 (BG). A high count of 14 Common Mergansers was noted
at KD 8/10 (AM), almost certainly all local breeders and young at this
date. Unusual were 4 Red-breasted Mergansers seen well in the
Allegheny River adjacent to NB 9/12 (JM). Many Wild Turkeys were
spotted across the county, with a high of 32 on ER 8/3 (CW). Two Pied-
billed Grebes were found at BP 8/10 (BCS). Mourning Doves are
ubiquitous in Warren, but an estimated 172 feeding in corn stubble on
DRR 11/15 was remarkable even for such a common bird (TS).
Cuckoos tend to migrate out of the area early and quiet down well
before then, so a Black-billed Cuckoo reported from HA 8/26 was
noteworthy (EN, KN). A flock of 7 Chimney Swifts were seen over CW
on 8/15 (TS).

A single Virginia Rail lingered at AS until at least 10/20 (TS). A
congregation of 24 Killdeer was spotted at CC 9/19 (TS). American
Woodcock are difficult to detect unless calling, so one seen and
photographed at VR 9/17 was a great find (TS), as were 2 Wilson’s
Snipe photographed in flight over AS 9/10 (TS). The only gull seen
commonly in Warren is the Ring-billed Gull, though usually in small
numbers, so a group of 53 at KD 11/13 was therefore unusual (TS).
Even more unusual were 5 Herring Gulls seen at KD 11/8 (m.ob.). A
high count of 12 Double-crested Cormorants were spotted at BP 8/10
(BCS).

In much of the Northeast, Turkey Vultures migrated through in
near-record numbers this fall. In Warren they drifted through mostly in
small groups, with a local high count of 21 seen at KD 10/21 (TS). A
single Golden Eagle was spotted riding the ridges surrounding CW
10/13 (TS); local cooperators on a continental study of this species that
used game cameras at bait piles revealed them to be surprisingly
common migrants and winter visitors here. An immature Northern
Harrier was photographed coursing over the pastures on WR 9/16
(TS). Bald Eagles have become one of the most widespread and most
recorded raptors in Warren; a high count of 4 individuals was seen at
AS 11/21, an usually high number away from the Allegheny River (BG).
There seemed to be an unusually high number of Red-shouldered
Hawks reported across Warren this fall, with individual birds seen well
into Nov at various locations (m.ob.). This may reflect the very mild
weather we enjoyed. As a heavily forested county, Warren tends to
have few American Kestrels; high counts of 3 were reported from
fields on WR 9/16 (TS) and on ER 9/25 (CW).

Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, the cutest of the Empidonax
according to flycatcher aficionados, are silent in fall migration, and so
difficult to detect in the thickets they prefer. Two were reported in
Warren: one seen at HA 9/6 (EN, KN), and one netted and banded at
AB 8/27 (FM, SHS). Least Flycatchers tend to be the most commonly
seen Empidonax both breeding and in migration here (and the second-

2021-VOLUME 35N0O .4



cutest); a high count of 3 were netted and banded at AB 8/27 (FM,
SHS). AS tends to be the hotspot locally for Eastern Phoebe
migration, with a maximum of 7 seen 9/24 (CM). Eastern Kingbird
populations have declined greatly across their range; the high count of
3 seen at AS 8/31 (BR) is just a fraction of the numbers we used to see
here even 10 years ago.

Philadelphia Vireos are often overlooked as they resemble
Warbling Vireos physically and Red-eyes in vocalizations. One was
spotted at AS 9/7 (TS) and another was banded at AB 9/17 (FM). A
late-migrating Tree Swallow was seen at TT 9/11 (KN). The first Ruby-
crowned Kinglet of the season showed up at TT 9/11, weeks before
their usual arrival time (KN). The abundant conifers at CSP attracted 4
Red-breasted Nuthatches and a pair of Brown Creepers 10/7 (AL).
Two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers seen at AS 9/9 were rather late for
Warren; they’re rarely seen past mid-Aug here (TS). A whopping 320
European Starlings were seen feeding in cornfields on WR 10/20. We
can take some comfort in the fact that there will be plenty of food for
our winter Merlins.

A “Big Sit” conducted at HA 10/6 yielded 10 Eastern Bluebirds,
the seasonal high for the county (EN, KN). Cedar Waxwings were
widespread around the county, tracking various fruiting trees and
shrubs; a high count of 28 was recorded from SGL308 on 11/17 (AL).
A seasonal high of 8 American Goldfinches were spotted at a feeder
in CW 11/26 (SGz). Chipping Sparrows tend to leave Warren for the
winter; a high count of 22 probable migrants was seen at WR 9/15 (TS).
HC yielded a high of 7 Field Sparrows 9/25 (KS). The first sighting of
American Tree Sparrows was of 7 seen on WR 11/15 (TS), which
seemed late. The first White-throated Sparrow of the season was a
single bird seen on MR 9/20 (JS), which seemed right on time. An
unusual congregation of 8 Savannah Sparrows was spotted at WR
9/16 (TS). A single Lincoln’s Sparrow seen 9/9 at AS was the
season’s first of this subtly gorgeous bird (TS). The fields at WR proved
to be a gold mine for grassland birds, including 10 Eastern
Meadowlarks seen there 10/1 (TS). Rusty Blackbirds have declined
precipitously over recent decades to the point where seeing any large
groups is surprising and encouraging. A flock of at least 35 were seen
foraging in a wooded swamp just outside SG 10/12 (SHS).

The first Tennessee Warbler of the season was a single bird
netted and banded at AB 8/25 (FM, SHS), but overall they seemed
somewhat scarce this fall. The same banding site caught a single adult
Orange-crowned Warbler 10/1, and a single adult male Connecticut
Warbler 9/17, the only Warren records for these skulky species this
fall (FM). Like many warblers, Cape May Warblers seemed scarce this
fall, so reports of 4 along HR 9/16 and another 4 right in town in CW
9/17 were noteworthy (TS). Bay-breasted Warblers tend to be sparse
and difficult to identify in the fall, so 7 seen along TT 9/25 was a great
report (CW). They were in the company of 3 Blackburnian Warblers,
which was Warren’s high count this season (CW). Single individuals or
pairs of Chestnut-sided Warblers were reported from across Warren,
but the true abundance of this skulky species is revealed by banding:
e.g., 9 were caught and banded at AB 8/27, an average morning total
in Aug (SHS). Blackpoll Warblers seemed unusually sparse this fall,
so 10 seen along TT 10/1 was noteworthy (SI). Palm Warblers tend
to avoid heavily wooded areas, so it seemed appropriate that the high
count of 4 was seen in pastures and thickets along WR 9/16—albeit
early for this late-migrating species (TS). High counts of 14 Yellow-
rumped Warblers 10/1 (Sl) and 15 Black-throated Green Warblers
9/25 (CW) were reported from TT. Finally, perhaps the best bird of the
season for Warren was a female Dickcissel photographed at WR 9/15
(TS).

Observers: Scott H. Stoleson, 114 Sanders Rd, Sugar Grove, PA
16350, (814) 489-3734, stoleson@aol.com, Barbara Gee, Silvia
Grisez [SGz], Sally Isacco, Alejandra Lewandowski, Alan MacEachren,
Flo McGuire, Joseph Miller, Carl Mitchell, Elizabeth Nicholson, Ken
Nicholson, Bruce Robinson, Jeff Scepura, Karl Schmidt, Brian C.
Smith, Travis Suckow, Carole Winslow.
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Washington County

Locations: Canonsburg Lake (CL), Cross Creek County Park (CC),
Mingo Creek County Park (MC), Peters Lake (PL), City of Washington
(WASH), Washington Park (WP).

Tundra Swans included 100 over MC 11/22 (GG) and 2 near
Bentleyville 11/25 (MD). Four Blue-winged Teal were still at CL 10/16
(JF). Three Northern Shovelers were at North Strabane Twp. 11/7
(JF, LF). Quite notable was a count of 46 American Black Ducks near
Bentleyville 11/25 (MD). Aythya did not show well at all, except for the
count of up to 45 Ring-necked Ducks at Ginger Hill 11/19-30 (JF). Up
to 25 Common Mergansers gathered at CL 11/17-25 (MD, JF). Four
Ruddy Ducks at Lake Joann 10/23 (MJ) were the only ones reported.

A Yellow-billed Cuckoo responded aggressively to Black-billed
Cuckoo playback at CC 9/7 (RI), perhaps offering a clue as to one
possible cause of Black-billed Cuckoo decline in recent years.
Regarding Black-billed Cuckoo, reports were limited to one at CC
8/3-7 (FK) and one at Taggart Road 9/13 (DB, JL, LCr). Nice counts of
Common Nighthawk included 19 at MC 8/24 (MM) and 25 in WASH
9/6 (LC). Smaller numbers were reported in late Aug and early Sep
mainly from locations around WASH.

Middling numbers of the most common shorebird migrants—
Least Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, and Greater and Lesser
Yellowlegs—were noted at a few locations, especially CL. A late
Solitary Sandpiper was still at CL 10/16 (FK). For the second
consecutive year the county hosted Red-necked Phalarope, one at
CL 9/22-23 (JF). This represented just the fourth for the county overall.
A good number (for Washington) of up to 15 Herring Gulls were at a
pond near Bentleyville 11/20-25 (MJ, MD). After mysteriously poor
showings at CL in both the spring and summer seasons, Great Egrets
finally reappeared at CL in the fall, where up to 3 were present 8/2-
10/16 (JF, m.ob.) and they were noted at a few other locations in the
county through Oct. An immature Black-crowned Night-Heron was
photographed at CL 11/1 (SG), another “fourth” for the county, but
surprisingly now the second Washington record for the month of Nov.
The previous Nov record was one at Peters Lake 11/14/2015.

Yet another rarity were the 3 Black Vultures seen soaring over
the Monongahela River at California 9/22 (AT). Black Vulture has now
been recorded in Washington in five of the past six years, a mix of
spring and fall sightings, along with one Jan record. A Northern
Harrier was seen on Ciaffoni Road 8/15 (FK). This followed a sighting
on 5/12 at the same location earlier this year, but it was not reported
otherwise between these two dates. Up to 2 Short-eared Owls were
reliably found along the Panhandle Trail near Midway 10/31-11/28
(MK, m.ob.). A Merlin was seen in suburban WASH 10/5 (LC) but was
not reported at the Washington Cemetery by the end of the season,
where one or two will winter most years. A Peregrine Falcon was at
CL 10/16 (JF).

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was a nice find on Taggart Road 9/13
(DB, JL, LCr), and a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was at Peterswood
Park 9/5 (JF). Philadelphia Vireos included one at CL 9/8 (JF), one
on a few dates at WP 9/14-29 (LC), and one in a WASH yard 9/22 (LC).
There were at least 30 reports of Common Raven from various
locations around the county. A handful of Red-breasted Nuthatches
were noted here and there 9/25-10/19, with the top counts from Hillman
State Park as expected. Swainson’s Thrush was fairly well-reported
mostly in Sep, but the other spot-breasted thrushes were not; in fact,
Veery and Gray-cheeked went unreported entirely. A Fox Sparrow
was at CC 11/3 (RI), and a somewhat early Lincoln’s Sparrow was
also at CC 9/20 (FK). Reports of Rusty Blackbird were limited to 2 at
CL 10/19 (JF) and one at CC 10/20 (FK).

Warbler migration was unremarkable. A Northern Waterthrush
was at PL 8/16 (FK), and 4 Tennessee Warblers were still at MC 10/5
(GG). Six reports of Cape May Warbler spanned 9/6-10/4 (m.ob.).
Bay-breasted Warbler showed well, with 13 reports in Sep, beginning
9/6 at WP (RI). The last of seven reports of Palm Warbler was one at
CC 10/20 (GR).
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Observers: Geoff Malosh, 7762 Maumee Western Road, Maumee,
OH 43537, (412) 735-3128, pomarine@earthlink.net, David Brooke,
Lauren Conkle, Linda Croskey (LCr), Michael David, Leslie Ferree,
John Flannigan, Gigi Gerben, Sayre Greenfield, Roy Ickes, Matthew
Juskowich, Fred Kachmarik, Michelle Keinholz, Judy Lesso, Michele
Mannella, Greg Riggle, Amy Taracido.

Wayne County
Locations: Hankins Pond (HP), Himalayan Institute (HI).

Two Pied-billed Grebes and 4 juvenile Common Gallinules
were seen at HP 8/24 (CF). The annual breeding Sandhill Crane pair
continued near Lakeville and were most recently reported 8/29 (RJ). A
Golden Eagle was photographed soaring near Gouldsboro 11/3 (JB).
Northern Saw-whet Owls were heard calling at a location near HI
10/13 and audio recorded at SGL 312 on 11/10 (CF). Twenty-seven
warbler species were reported. Noteworthy sightings include a
Connecticut Warbler photographed near HI 9/21 (CF) and a
Mourning Warbler recorded 8/8 near the northern end of SGL 159
(DM).

Observers: Josh Jones, unclechu76@gmail.com, Jon Birds, Chris
Fischer, Ryan Johnson, Denis Mora.

Westmoreland County

Locations: Allen Road/Rte. 381 Farm Area near PNR (ARFA), Arnold
Palmer Regional Airport Area (APRA), Beaver Run Reservoir Rt. 380
Overlook (BRR-380), Conemaugh River Lake/Livermore-West Penn
Trail (CRL), Crabtree Farm Area (CFA), Donegal Lake (DL), Ethel
Springs Lake, a.k.a. Derry Lake (ESL), Keystone State Park (KSP),
Kuehl Property, Murrysville (KP), Latrobe Reservoir a.k.a. Trout Run
Reservoir (LR), Love Hollow, north of Ligonier (LH), Mammoth Park
(MP), Powdermill Nature Reserve and Bird Banding Station (PNR),
Pleasant Valley Park (PVP), St. Vincent Lake and Wetland (SV),
Tubmill Reservoir (TR), Westmoreland Heritage Trail locations: MAWC
Beaver Run property (WHT-BRR), Delmont to Trees Mill (WHT-D)
Sarah Steel Trailhead to Saltsburg (WHT-SST), St. Vincent Lake and
Wetlands (SV), Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve (WPNR), Wolf Rocks
Trail (WRT).

An impression amount of effort was provided by the many named
Observers and by others who submitted eBird checklists, and for not
the first time the county benefited from very significant effort provided
by interns and researchers who spent the fall migration season working
at the PNR Bird Banding Station. Also much appreciated were all the
excellent photographs included in many of the eBird submissions.

In the cover article of The Syrinx (the Voicebox/Newsletter) of the
Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club, Alex Busato tells the story of his
discovery of one Ross’s Goose at Lake Eron in Scottdale 10/12. Per
Alex’s research this was the fourth Westmoreland record for the
species and the first since 2017. The bird was apparently a one-day-
wonder, as although his report prompted other observers to visit Lake
Eron, it was not seen after 10/12.

The only Snow Goose for the season was one among two flocks
of 96 total Tundra Swans over PNR 11/22 (AL). The season-high
count for Tundra Swan was an estimate of 250 at DL 11/22 (RC). The
highest of many substantial Nov counts of Canada Goose at SVL was
450 on 11/24 (SW).

In general, despite significant effort at many of the best
Westmoreland locations for waterfowl, and perhaps due to mild
weather, very modest numbers of ducks were reported. Blue-winged
Teal was reported at only two locations including 7 that flushed from
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the pond at PNR 8/12 (KP), and at SV where 3 were counted 10/27
(RC) and one 11/2 (RC). There were 10 Northern Shovelers reported
at MP 9/1 (KP). On 11/22, 3 Gadwall and 5 American Wigeon were
at SV (RC). There were 9 American Wigeons at TR 10/23 (AM).
American Black Duck showed well, primarily at LR with many
reported 9/29-11/22, which included the high count of 18 on 10/31
(AM). The season-high count for American Black Duck was 20 at CLR
11/3 (DL). There were just 2 reports for Northern Pintail, both at SV:
one 11/15 (RC) and one 11/24 (AS). Green-winged Teal was better
reported, including 11 at MP 9/1 (SF, AL, KP, KCT).

Many of the more uncommon divers were not reported:
Canvasback, Redhead, Greater Scaup, and Long-tailed Duck. As
expected, there were many reports in late Oct and Nov for Ring-
necked Duck, most especially at DL where the highest count was 22
on 10/30 (AL) and at LR where the highest count was 30 on 11/9 (MM).
There were just a few reports of Lesser Scaup, and none of more than
the 4 at LR 11/22 (AM). The only scoter reported was one Surf Scoter
at MP 10/18 (LM, SMu). Bufflehead was lightly reported, with the 8 at
SV 11/10 representing the high for the season (ND, RC). Many
scattered reports of Hooded Mergansers included the location highs
of 16 at LR 11/3 (PF) and 12 at WHT-BR 11/12 (KB). Common
Mergansers were more in evidence; 40 were at WHT-BR 11/10 (PF).
The season’s two reports for Red-breasted Merganser were both
made at WHT-BR: 2 on 11/3 (KB) and 2 on 11/10 (PF). Ruddy Duck
was reported frequently at DL and LR; the high counts were 15 at DL
11/20 (DG) and 46 at LR 11/9 (MM).

A Wild Turkey hen still had 9 poults in tow on what were almost
daily visits to the KP feeders from 9/7 to 10/19; on the latter date they
were seen enjoying a bit of dirt-sunbathing in a patch they had scraped
along the edge of the woods. The one report of Ruffed Grouse for the
season was of 2 at PNR 10/5 (KP); one Ring-necked Pheasant was
there the same day. Among several other reports of Ring-necked
Pheasant was one at CLR 11/9 (DL).

Pied-billed Grebe was reported at many locations and the high
among several reports for Horned Grebe was of 2 at ESL 11/25 (SM,
RH). As expected, there were many reports of Yellow-billed Cuckoo
but just a few reports of Black-billed Cuckoo; for the latter, they were
found at PNR 9/19 (KP, PC) and at MP 9/20 (KP). It is encouraging to
see quite a bit of effort dedicated to finding Common Nighthawks.
The high count among 6 days from 8/26-9/18 at a Delmont home was
22 on 8/28 (KB). Among other reports were 12 in Ligonier 8/25 (PG,
SG) and 9 on Valley Green Road south of Greensburg 9/14 (LM, SM).

A Sora was reported at PNR 9/11 (AL, KP, KCT). Perhaps due
the generally mild weather for the season, American Coot was
reported in low numbers at several locations, with most reports made
at DL, although the high count of 6 occurred at LR 11/2 (AM). Several
close photos were made of an American Avocet at KSP 10/21 (SW).
There was limited appropriate habitat for shorebirds this season,
however the effort made by many observers still resulted in a
respectable list of species. Likely a result of Hurricane Ida’s passage,
one Sanderling, which per the eBird data base represented the first
Westmoreland record since 1972, was reported at DL 9/1 (KP). The
first of several reports of one Dunlin at MP was made 9/11 (RC). As
with Dunlin, Least Sandpiper was only reported at MP; the earliest
were 2 on 8/4 (JLK, TK, MM), the high count was 4 on 8/23 (AL), and
the last was one 9/24 (KP). A White-rumped Sandpiper at LR 10/24
(AM) was the only one for the season. A Pectoral Sandpiper was first
reported at MP 9/22 (KP) and perhaps the same bird continued 9/24
(KP). Semipalmated Sandpiper was reported only at MP 8/23-9/22
(AL, KP, MJ).

American Woodcock were quite active during the season at
PNR 9/17-10/31 including a top count of 6 birds 10/12 and 10/27 (KP).
Wilson’s Snipe was reported through most of the season at MP 9/26-
11/23 (m.ob.). MP was the most productive site for Solitary Sandpiper
where they were noted 9/4-28, as it was also for Greater Yellowlegs
8/21-10/26, including 10 on the latter date (KP), and for Lesser
Yellowlegs, with up to 4 present 8/21-10/23.

Besides singles, the only other report of Ring-billed Gulls was
19 at SV 11/22 (RC). A Herring Gull that was photographed in a field
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at Grand View Farm near Wilpin 10/23 (AM) was the only one for the
season. Terns were unreported. A Common Loon was noted 11/21
(DM) during a waterfowl watch held by the Westmoreland Bird and
Nature Club. Double-crested Cormorants were reported at many
locations, however, except a count of 35 at DL 9/28 (KP, KCT), no
report exceeded 3 birds. A Great Egret first reported at MP 8/4 (JLK,
TK, MM) likely was the same bird that continued there to 9/24 (KP).

Black Vultures were reported in Ligonier Valley where they are
reliable, but they were found elsewhere too: a report of 4 was made at
the ARFA 11/26 (JLK, TK, MM), and a significant report was made east
of Chestnut Ridge when 8 were at KSP 11/16 (SW). The latest report
for Osprey at DL (a nesting location) was of one 9/29 (MF). The high
count of several reports for Northern Harrier was of 2 on Hannastown
Road (in the CFA) 11/13 (RH, SM). Sharp-shinned Hawk was
reported many times at PNR with the high count of 3 on both 9/29 and
10/10 (KP). As now expected, among the many scattered reports for
Bald Eagle was a report of 2 that included a photograph of an adult
bird at SV 11/29 (RC). Red-shouldered Hawk was widely reported at
DL and PNR, and at the KP, one or 2 were heard and seen on some
30 days during the season. A kettle of 20 Broad-winged Hawks was
reported on the WHT-D 9/18 (PC), during the peak of that species’
migration.

Among the several incidental reports for Eastern Screech-Owl
were callers at the KP 9/13 and 11/1 (JLK, TK), one at CLR 11/9 (DL)
and one on the WHT-SS 11/21 (KB). A begging juvenile Great Horned
Owl was heard and seen being fed by an adult on Harvey Avenue in
Greensburg 8/30 (ND). At LH there were 2 Barred Owls 9/24 (AM) and
2 at PNR 9/29 (KP). There were 6 Northern Saw-whet Owls caught
in a night of banding effort at PNR 11/12 (fide PCu).

There were many reports of Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at both
high and low elevation locations in Westmoreland. Five of the resident
Red-headed Woodpeckers at Penguin Court in Laughlintown
mobbed intruding Blue Jays 10/2 (AM). One of several reports of
Merlin was of one at MP 9/15 (KP) that posed a threat for the
shorebirds that were also there that day. The only report of the season
was of one fly-over Peregrine Falcon at the APRA 9/10 (KP).

Olive-sided Flycatcher often makes this report only by way of
captured birds at PNR (where one was banded this year 9/16), so it as
good to have several fields reports for the species as well: one at HR
8/27 (KB), one at WHT-SS 8/29 (KB) and one on WHT-D 9/16 (KB,
PF). The only Alder Flycatcher for the season was one banded at
PNR 8/25. Many Philadelphia Vireos were banded at PNR 9/4-10/14.
Each of the four field reports for Philadelphia Vireo were made at
WHT-D, from 9/10 (KB, PF) to 9/21 (KB, LH). The many reports of
Common Raven were continued evidence that it is now a common
species at both high and low elevations in Westmoreland.

A Horned Lark in the ARFA 10/29 (KP) was the only one of the
season. Two Cliff Swallows were reported at BRR-380 on 8/3
(RH/SM) and 3 were at APRA 9/8 (KP), an area that is now getting
more birding effort. The many reports of Red-breasted Nuthatch
documented the irruption of the species into Westmoreland for the
season, with such reports beginning with at least one heard at
Cloverleaf Golf Course 9/9 (TK, MM) and another heard bird at Manor
Valley Golf Course in the evening of that day (TK). Brown Creeper
was also widely reported, and the Westmoreland Heritage Bike Trail
continued as a productive location for that species, with reports
beginning there 9/27 (KB) though 11/24 (PF). Bike trails were good
locations for finding Winter Wren this season, with many sighting on
the WHT-D and BR sections, and a remarkable 11 on the West Penn
Bike Trail, CRL 10/27 (DL). A rare migrant most often reported only
from the PNR mist nets (where indeed one was captured 10/13), a
Marsh Wren was noted at DL 9/24 (ST).

Captures of Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush,
and Hermit Thrush were made in significant numbers at PNR this
season. In what shaped up to be a year of abundant wild fruits it was
not surprising to have some significant counts of Cedar Waxwing:
there were 75 reported on Pump Station Road in Delmont 9/21 (KB)
and among the many high daily counts at PNR was a report of 105 on
10/24 (KP). Thirty-two American Pipits at MM 10/13 (MH, RH)
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represented the only pipits this season. There were several scattered
reports for Purple Finch, including the high count of 3 at WRT 11/27.
That same day 6 Pine Siskins were also noted (AL), the only report of
them this season.

The only Grasshopper Sparrows were 2 on 8/2 (ph. SW). Quite
a rarity for Westmoreland was a Clay-colored Sparrow captured at
PNR 10/2 as perhaps only a fourth county record based on PNR, eBird,
and Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club data. A typically late-season
migrant that is often not reported until the winter, American Tree
Sparrows were found at two productive locations in Nov: at WPNR
11/17 (SW) and at HR 11/21 (RH/TM). The only Fox Sparrow that was
not at PNR was at LH 11/19 (AM). The season high-count among just
a few reports for White-crowned Sparrow was 6 at HR 11/21 (RH).
The ARFA provided the only Vesper Sparrows for the season: 3 on
10/31 (KP). One Nelson’s Sparrow, a very rare migrant in
Westmoreland, was found at DL 9/27 (ST), where it continued to 9/29.
Data in eBird show just 2 previous reports of Nelson’s, in 2017 and
2012, and the Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club checklist indicates
1996 sighting. Just two reports for Savannah Sparrow were of 2 on
9/10 at Walnut Hill Cemetery in Donegal (CN) and one at MP 11/23
(TB). As always, there were many captures of Lincoln’s Sparrow at
PNR, this season from 9/11-10/30, but they were also found a number
of times elsewhere, including the high count of 2 at LH 10/11 (AM).

Four Bobolinks were noted at PNR 8/31 and 9/7, and they were
also reported at MP 9/20 (all KP). Among several reports of Eastern
Meadowlark were 7 in the grasslands of APRA. There were several
reports of single Rusty Blackbirds for the season, and higher counts
made at CLR included 30 on 10/20 and 8 on 11/3 (both DL).

There were many reports for the expected warbler species,
including at least 20 species observed on the various sections of the
Westmoreland Heritage Bike Trail (KB, et al.) and some 28 species
were captured at PNR. The only reports for Worm-eating Warbler
were of one at PNR on both 9/7 and 9/8 (KP), and the same for
Golden-winged Warbler, with one female captured 9/12. Excepting at
PNR, there were just two reports for Blue-winged Warbler, one on
Zubal Road near Apollo 8/15 (MC) and one at WPNR 8/24 (SW). A
Brewster’s Warbler was photographed at PVP 9/15 (AB). One
Orange-crowned Warbler was reported on the WHT-D 9/13 (KB) and
one was at WPNR 10/25 (PCu). Connecticut Warblers were captured
or otherwise reported at PNR 9/10-24. PVP was also a productive
location for Connecticut where they were photographed 9/15 and 9/20
(both AB), and one more was there 9/21 (ND). The latest report was
one at the KP 9/23 (JLK). Mourning Warblers were reported or
captured at PNR 8/20-9/21 and the lone elsewhere was one at PVP
9/14 (MD). It was a similar story for Kentucky Warbler, which was
reported or captured at PNR 8/26-9/18 but just one record elsewhere:
at PVP 9/15 (AB). The only Cerulean Warbler for the season was
found at WHT-D 9/2 (RC). Wilson’s Warblers were at PNR 8/20-9/26,
and 2 were at PVP 9/15 (AB).

After not updating on them in quite some time, it's worth closing
by mentioning that on the cold nights of November the resident
Carolina Wrens were stuffing themselves (with tails protruding) into
the wicker roosting baskets on the side porch here at the KP (JLK, TK).

Observers: Tom Kuehl, 3615 Hilty Road, Export, PA 15632, (724)
325-1918, tjkuehl@comcast.net,

Teena Bee, Ken Byerly, Alex Busato, Richard Chirichiello, Pat Comas
(PC), Megan Cunningham, Pamela Curtin (PCu), Natalie Donofrio,
Patience Fisher, Shanina Frye, Paul Gerlach, Susan Gerlach, Rebecca
Hart, Margaret Higbee, Roger Higbee, Linda Huber, Doug Graham,
Matt Juskovich, Janet L. Kuehl, Dennis Lauffer, Annie Lindsay, Andy
Mack, Steve Manns (SM), Dale Matuza, Mark McConaughy, Tom
Moser, Lydia Mueseler, Sean Mueseler (SMu), Claire Nemes, Kevin
Pero, Andrew Smith, Shannon Thompson, Kevin Chumpitaz Trujillo,
Steve Wagner.
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York County

Locations: Codorus State Park (CSP), Gifford Pinchot State Park
(GPSP), Hellam Hills Nature Preserve (HHNP), Hopewell Twp Park
(HTP), Lake Redman (LR), Long Arm Reservoir (LAR), Rocky Ridge
County Park (RRCP), Sheppard Myers Reservoir (SMR), Spring Valley
County Park (SVCP).

Although not approaching last year’s remarkable accounting of
224 fall species, this season’s 200 species was still a strong showing.
Waterfowl and irruptive species were markedly lower this fall, but nice
showings were seen among shorebirds, gulls, and warblers. Downright
balmy November temperatures were the likely driver for the sub-par
waterfowl. However, the warm temperatures also produced some
lingerers, none more dramatic than an Orchard Oriole on 11/12.

A single Cackling Goose was at LR 10/26 (BR) and a trio were
at LAR 10/27 (DA). Surprisingly, Mute Swan went unreported. A flock
of 150 Tundra Swans over York Twp. 11/18 (AM, RS) was the high
count among six reports. The only Northern Shoveler reports came
from LR: 5 on 9/21 (AM, BR, RS) and 3 on 10/24 (EH). Best of the
three American Wigeon reports (DG, BR, EV) was 11 at CSP 10/15
(EV). Four reports of 2-5 American Black Duck were made 9/9-11/30
(m.ob.). Singles of Northern Pintail were found at SMR 10/6 (JO) and
LAR 10/29 (EV). Up to 3 Greater Scaup were at LAR 11/22-28 (BR,
EV) and Lesser Scaup singles were at Spring Grove 11/20-21 (DA,
CB) and CSP 11/22 (SA). A good York count of 200 Bufflehead came
from GPSP 11/10 (DG). Likewise, 10 Pied-billed Grebe at GPSP
11/16 (DG) was a noteworthy count.

A flock numbering 300 Mourning Doves drew the attention of a
Cooper’s Hawk at SUNN 8/28 (CB). Yellow-billed Cuckoo was
widely reported but Black-billed Cuckoo was limited to singles at LR
8/1 (BR) and Nixon County Park 8/5 (NB). After recording impressive
Common Nighthawk migration numbers last fall, reporting and
numbers dropped off significantly this year.

A pair of American Avocets were at LR 9/6 (m.ob.) and CSP held
a Stilt Sandpiper 8/29-31 (AS, et al). Another good county bird, a
Sanderling, was at GPSP 8/9-10 (DN, et al). Up to three American
Woodcock were found at CSP 10/27-30 (SS, EV). Three reports of
Wilson’s Snipe spanned 8/31-11/29 (m.ob.) but no count exceeded
two birds. A nice York count of 30 Lesser Yellowlegs came from SMR
8/30-31 (DA, EV). Rare for the county, 2 Laughing Gulls were at
GPSP 8/9-14 (DN, et al). A Herring Gull was seen at CSP 10/30 (SB)
and a pair were at the Riddle Rd landfill 11/29 (BR), joined by a single
Great Black-backed Gull. Great Black-backed were also seen over
Long Level 10/31 (CM) and Wrightsville 11/27 (AM, RS). Single Black
Terns were found at GPSP 8/18 (DA, CHS) and at LAR 9/14 (JO). The
sighting at GPSP was a first eBird entry for that location, bringing the
park total to 220 species. A single Forster’s Tern was at LR 8/10 (CE,
AM, RS). A Snowy Egret was at LR 8/25-9/2 (AM, RS, et al.). LR held
up to four Little Blue Herons 8/1-9/9 (m. ob.) and CSP held a single
8/5-9/1 (EV, et al.).

The RRCP hawkwatch produced typical species but overall
numbers were on the low side. Additional info is available in statewide
hawkwatch report in this issue. Eastern Screech-Owl and Great
Horned Owl both had strong showings, with 12 and 11 reports,
respectively. Barred Owl reporting was reasonable as well with seven
reports. HTP’s 8 Red-headed Woodpeckers 9/4 (DF, BR) was the
high from 15 sites.

A pair of Olive-sided Flycatchers were at SVCP 9/13 (TCa) and
one was still there 9/14 (AS). Four reports of Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher 9/2-19 (m.ob.) were paced by 3 at RRCP 9/2 (FB). Three
reports of single Philadelphia Vireos were made 9/11-18 (DA, KC,
MC) at SVCP, 9/8 (DG) in the Lewisberry area, and 10/2 (DA) at HHNP.
Nice Horned Lark counts included 28 at Bermudian Airport 9/28 (PB,
RPe), and 25 along Gemmill Rd 10/24 (DA).

Late Northern Rough-winged Swallows were noted at GPSP
with up to 200 birds 10/18-25 (DG). Up to 4 Bank Swallows were
detected at GPSP 8/11-28 (RK, BR). Red-breasted Nuthatch made a
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limited move into the county with 11 reports starting 9/1 (m.ob.). A
Brown Creeper sighting at Nixon County Park 8/13 (RD) was an
unusual date. Attesting to the unseasonably warm late fall
temperatures, there were three reports of House Wren in Nov. Always
a good find for the county, a Marsh Wren was at LR 10/12-14 (BR, et
al.). A nice 17 count of Ruby-crowned Kinglets was made at GPSP
10/9 (DA). A Gray-cheeked Thrush along the Rail Trail 10/1 (JP) was
a good find. American Pipits were limited to one at SGL242 on 11/11
(BR) and 12 at LAR 11/6 (DA). Nine reports of Purple Finch were
limited to a maximum of 4 birds. Pine Siskin went unreported. A
sunflower plot at Sunnyside Rd 8/30 (CB) produced around 180
American Goldfinches.

Hoped for but usually a missed, a single Snow Bunting was at
LAR 11/6-8 (EV, et al). Grasshopper Sparrow were found only at LAR
8/3-9/15 (JO) and at HTP 9/4-10/9 (DF, BR) with high count of 4 at
each site. The warm Nov temperatures produced seven Chipping
Sparrow reports with latest a bird at SVCP 11/25 (AMc). Impressive
counts of Fox Sparrow included a dozen or more at CSP 11/13 (DA)
and 11 at SVCP 11/25 (AMc). Savannah Sparrows were found at four
sites with up to 10 at HTP 8/19-11/11 (m.ob.). Two Lincoln’s
Sparrows were found at RRCP 10/2-25 (DA, CE, DK), Nixon County
Park produced a single 10/1 (FB) and LR held one 10/31 (EH). Swamp
Sparrow was noted at 14 sites led by 8 at Big Dam Rd 10/19 (DA).

SVCP held one or 2 Yellow-breasted Chats 8/6-9/11 (DA, CB,
DR). Three Bobolinks were at LAR 9/14 (JO) and HTP produced a
strong count of 32 on 9/11 (DF). LAR held 8 Eastern Meadowlarks
11/6 (DA) and 21 were counted at HTP 10/31 (KJ). An amazing find, a
first year male Orchard Oriole was photographed at LR 11/12 (BR).
This date was certainly a new late date for York and may represent just
the second Nov state record for this species. Up to 5 Rusty Blackbirds
were at LR 10/13-11/26 (m. ob.).

Warblers had a solid showing of 31 species. A typically early
migrant, a Louisiana Waterthrush was running a bit late at SVCP 8/30
(BR). Singles of Golden-winged Warbler were found at RRCP 8/23
(FB) and CSP 9/6 (EV). The only report of Prothonotary Warbler was
of a bird along Gut Rd. 8/13 (CE). Impressive with two reports,
Connecticut Warbler singles were at LR 9/12 (AM, RS) and RRCP
9/26 (DrK). A Mourning Warbler was at HHNP 9/4 (DA). RRCP
produced a Kentucky Warbler 8/7 (CE) and 2 were at HHNP 8/28
(DA). A late Cape May Warbler was at Goldsboro 11/4 (BS). Some
nice counts of warblers included 12 Cape Mays at Wizard Ranch
Nature Preserve 9/12 (DA), 8 Bay-breasted Warbler and 10
Blackburnian Warbler at GPS 9/11 (RK, AMa), 17 Chestnut-sided
Warbler at RRCP 8/30 (FB), and 45 Yellow-rumped Warbler at GPSP
10/7 (DG). A single Blue Grosbeak was at HTP 8/1-9/11 (m. ob.) and
a single was at West Manheim Twp. Park 8/28 (EV). The only
Dickcissel was a bird at LAR 8/3 (JO).

Observers: Phil Keener, 198 Jacobs Street, East Berlin, PA 17316,
(717) 259-9984, pittche74@yahoo.com, Steve Aprile, David Arrow,
Steve Barber, Chuck Berthoud, Frank Blum, Paul Brubaker, Nicholas
Bulik, Deb Carman, Tim Carney (TCa), Dick Cleary (DCI), Travis
Clemens, Jady Conroy, Ken Cooper, Mary Creager, Jon Dale, Ronald
Doverspike, Chad Ehrhart, David Farner, lan Gradner, Bethany
Garretson, Jonathon & Gigi Gere (JGG), David Gibson, Daniel
Hinnebusch, Kayla Hitz, Carolyn Hoffman, Edward Huestis, Matt
Hunter, Kye Jenkins, Dave Kerr, Darlene Kershner (DrK), Chuck Kling,
Ramsay Koury, Brain Leach, Alan MacEachern (AMe), Andy McGann
(AMc), Henry McLin, Dean Mahlstedt, Annette Mathes (AMa), Carolyn
Mathur, Susan Miller, Rob Monaghan, Anne Murren, Dean Newhouse,
Ken Orvis, Jacob Owings, Jeff Pace, Robert Peda (RPe), Tom
Peightel, Brandon Pentz, Ann Pettigrew, Randy Phillips, Bob Reiter,
Brian Rollfinke (BRo), Christian & Henry Schelbe (CHS), Ernest
Scribner, Brain Shade, Alice Simmons, Robin Smith, Steve Snyder,
Lynn Sprout, Evan Vaeth, Donald Weidemann, Mike Wielgopolski,
Cathleen Wetzel, Andrew Wolf.
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Fox Sparrow at Churchill Valley, Allegheny 17 November. (Mike ~ Snow Bunting at Moraine SP, Butler 7 November. (Dave Brooke)

Fialkovich)
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IN FOCUS - Fall 2021 - Forest Dwellers

The much less common and a bit more northerly of Pennsylvania’s two The best place to see a Northern Goshawk is at fall hawk watches, and
cuckoos, this Black-Billed Cuckoo was at South Park, Allegheny 2 even there numbers have fallen dramatically; this goshawk, a lifer for the
October. (John Flannigan) photographer, passed by Wagoner's Gap 7 November, during a PSO

outing . (Debra Rittelman)

A relatively tame raptor, this Broad-winged Hawk at Colyer Lake, Female Pileated Woodpecker foraging among trees on the Trough
Centre 2 September stayed on its perch, offering a great photo-op. Trail in Frick Park, Allegheny 30 November. (Dean Newhouse)
(Debra Rittelman)

On a typical perch on top a dead snag, this Olive-sided Flycatcher was Pine Warbler at Seneca, Venango 13 September. (Meg Kolodicke)
at Deer Lakes Park, Allegheny 23 August (David Brooke)





