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from the Editor...

With the publication of this Winter
Season issue, we are another step closer
to achieving our goal of on-time
publication. I hope you will bear with
us during this adjustment period. I
received several compliments regarding
the previous issue (PB V16-3&4). I
sincerely thank you and trust that you
will continue to support Pennsylvania
Birds and spread the word to your
fellow birders.

We continue to have several
counties without compilers and
consequently we and you are missing
important data that helps us understand
the distribution of birds within our state.
When several adjacent counties are
missing, a “no-report zone” is formed,
e.g Jefferson-Elk-Cameron or Snyder-
Union-Northumberland-Columbia-
Sullivan. There are whole blocks of
data from these “zones” that remains
unknown. The remaining counties
without a compiler are Blair, Lawrence,
Washington and Wayne. If you go
birding in any of these counties and
want to contribute your sightings,
please send them to the editor.

New Features

Two new features make their
appearance in this issue. Both will be
run on an occasional basis.

Wanderings - will feature birding
adventures made by Pennsylvania
birders outside the state. If you took
part in a birding trip or chase that you
think others would find interesting,
please consider submitting your story.

Pennsylvania Bird Clubs - Our state is
fortunate to have many bird clubs. PA
Bird Clubs offer the birding community
and the general public diverse
informative programs ranging from a
birding travelogue to India to creating
backyard habitat. Bird clubs are also a
great source of local birding

information. Most birders are familiar
with the club(s) in their area, but know
little of  clubs in other parts of the state.
Where I live in the  southeast part of the
state, there are four active clubs within
a thirty minute drive. The traveling or
visiting birder may be hoping to check
out the local bird club or attend a local
field trip but doesn’t know where or
when. This feature will spotlight one or
two bird clubs and provide some basic
information needed to make that
contact.

North American Birds

Beginning with V57:1 the editorial
staff of North American Birds undertook
a major realignment of their reporting
areas. Prior to the realignment,
Pennsylvania was divided east/west by
the Susquehanna River. The eastern
portion reporting to the Hudson-
Delaware region and the western
portion to the Appalachia region. The
present alignment has the entire state
together with Ohio and West Virginia in
a reporting region named Eastern
Highlands and Upper Ohio River
Valley. The editor for this region is
Robert Leberman. Most of you are
familiar with Bob from his work at the
Powdermill Banding Lab. Please
remember to submit your sightings to
Bob for inclusion in North American
Birds. His deadlines are: Winter Season
- March 15; Spring Season - June 15,
Nesting Season - August 15; Fall
Season December 15. Reports should be
sent to Robert C. Leberman,
Powdermill Nature Reserve, Carnegie
Museum of Natural History, HC 64,
Box 453, Rector, PA 15677-9605.
rcleberm@charterpa.net

Request for Assistance - Hurricane
Isabel related birds.

When the remnants of Hurricane
Isabel moved through western

Pennsylvania, it brought with it plenty
of wind, rain, and property damage. The
storm also brought plenty of displaced
birds. In 1996 Jim Lockyer and I started
a database of Hurricane displaced birds
that have been found in Pennsylvania
some going back as far as the 1950's.
Most of the reports of Isabel birds will
show up in the Fall Season issue, but we
are also requesting that willing
observers please send your reports
directly to us too.  Useful information
should include the date, location,
species, number of individuals, your
distance from the center of the storm,
approximate weather conditions and
any other anecdotal information you
would like to pass on. All observers will
be acknowledged in any future
publication. Jim Lockyer 35 Letitia Rd,
Media, PA 19063, jim@jl-studio.com
or Nick Pulcinella 613 Howard Rd.,
W e s t  C h e s t e r ,  P A  1 9 3 8 0 ,
nickpul@bellatlantic.net.

Corrigendum

Please note error made in PB Vol 16
No. 3-4, page183. Photo of immature
Least Bittern shows three young birds
instead of two.

PB V163-4:184. Photo of King Eider at
Lake Nockamixon should read 3
November 2002 instead of 30
November 2002.

Errata

PB V163-4:221. Fall Migration Tables.
Summer Tanager listed for Butler
County should be deleted.

Nick Pulcinella
Editor-in-Chief
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Rufous (R/A-Type) Hummingbirds in Pennsylvania
by Arlene Koch

The first time I saw a
hummingbird in Pennsylvania that
was almost probably a Rufous was
in August of 1994 in Bucks County.
I still remember how excited I was
when I got the call telling me that
there was an “orangish, probable
rufous hummingbird” feeding on
flowers in someone’s yard in
Perkasie. I vividly remember trying
to keep calm and drive the speed
limit as I made the 30-minute drive
there. I confess to being a
hummingbird addict, so when I
finally saw the bird I could barely
contain myself, although I didn’t let
the excitement show much until I
was in the car on the way back
home.

The only correct way of
referring to a hummingbird
suspected of being a Rufous, unless
it has a completely orange back, is
to call it a Rufous/Allen's (R/A)-type
or a Selasphorus species. In all
o t h e r  c a s e s  p o s i t i v e l y
differentiating between a Rufous
(Selasphorus rufus) and an Allen’s
(Selasphorus sasin) hummingbird
can only be done by a thorough, in-
hand examination. A licensed
hummingbird bander needs to
capture, measure, and weigh the
bird and then compare those
results with known quantifiers.
Until very recently most of the
hummingbirds found in PA that
were not Rubythroats and which

were most likely Rufous, were, with
few exceptions, only identified
visually. Thus, they can only
properly be referred to as R/A-type
birds.

These days, although R/A-type
will still be the correct connotation
when a bird with obvious rufous
markings is found, a third
Selasphorus species, the Broad-
tailed hummingbird (Selasphorus
platycercus), can’t automatically be
ruled out. Actually, it’s no longer
safe to automatically rule out
finding any odd hummingbird
species in the state, no matter how
far fetched it may seem.

But a word of caution is in
order here lest birders begin
jumping the gun on every
hummingbird they see with
orangish or buffy markings.
Immature and female Rubythroats
(Archilochus colubris), the common
and very abundant species we
normally see, often show cinnamon
or rufous marks along their flanks
and sometimes across their upper
bodies. There are also a small
number of Rubythroats that have
beige or tan coloring at the base of
their tail feathers – a fact I found
out the hard way from well-known
banders Nancy Newfield in
Louisiana and Bob Sargent in
Alabama. It must be remembered
too that young Rubythroats

characteristically show buffy edges
to fresh feathers. In other words,
exercise caution and take all the
features into account before you
put a label on a bird you suspect
may not be a Rubythroat.

A d u l t  m a l e  R u f o u s
hummingbirds are the exception to
most cautions. As I previously said,
a bird that has a completely orange
back can probably be safely
identified to species, sex, and age.
But there are adult male Rufous
birds with some or even a lot of
green on their backs. And
differentiating between a bird like
that and an adult male Allen’s
hummingbird cannot accurately be
done unless it’s caught and
examined.

The R/A-type hummingbird I
saw in Bucks County was its first
record, but it was not the first one
ever found in the state. There may
have been others, but the earliest
record that I could dig up was of a
bird found in November of 1959 in
Philadelphia, Philadelphia County,
whose age and sex was not given
(Pulcinella, 1994). In November of
1975 an adult male R/A-type bird
discovered in Chester County was
trapped and taken to the
Philadelphia Zoo. The thinking in
those days was that any

Plate 1. R/A type, Germansville, Lehigh,
December 1995. This bird stayed over four
months at this location. Photo by Rick
Wiltraut.

Plate 2. R/A type, Boyertown, Bucks, 12
October 1998. Present over three months.
Photo by Rick Wiltraut.

Plate 3. R/A type probable female or immature
Allentown, Lehigh, 14 August 1995. Photo by
John Boyce.
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hummingbird found in cold
weather after all the Rubythroats
were gone must have something
wrong with it and/or is in need of
p r o t e c t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e n
hummingbird science has come a
long way and we now know that
that is not true. Western
hummingbird strays are in no
greater need of rehabilitation or
winter confinement than are other
western species vagrants, but
unfortunately people sti l l
sometimes let their emotions rule
because of a hummingbird’s size.

From 1975 until 1989, no R/A-
type hummingbirds were reported
in the state. Then, in 1990, two
were found. One in Westmoreland
County was trapped and banded by
Bob Mulvihill and Bob Leberman
and determined to be an immature
male Rufous. But that doesn’t
mean that there weren’t any others
in Pennsylvania in those
intervening years. It simply means
that none were reported.

It’s only been very recently
that people are leaving feeders out
after the end of September when
it’s easier to closely examine each
and every hummingbird seen. And,
more importantly, birders and
backyard feeder watchers are now
looking at all hummingbirds more
carefully than they ever did before.

H i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e  gen e r a l
a s s u m p t i o n  a m o n g  b o t h
experienced and casual birders
alike was that any hummingbird
seen in Pennsylvania was a
Rubythroat. We now know that
that assumption is wrong.

Another assumption we now
know to be wrong is the previously
held belief that most R/A-type birds
stray into the state after the
weather begins turning cold. The
accompanying table illustrates that
that’s not the case. R/A-type
hummingbirds are often found in
August and September, and there
are even two earlier reports.

Rufous Hummingbirds breed
in the Pacific Northwest as far
north as southern Alaska. They
nest much earlier than Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds do and
begin their southern migration in
mid to late June. So seeing a
vagrant Rufous/Allen’s-type bird in
Pennsylvania, or anywhere out of
its normal range for that matter, in
early summer or when the
weather’s still hot isn’t as unusual
as was previously thought. Among
North American hummingbird
species, it is the Rufous that
wanders off its normal migration
route more than any others, so it
shouldn’t be surprising that there
are July records of adult male
Rufous birds in both New
Hampshire and Maine (Conway
and Drennan, 1979).

Data for the table was taken
from a number of sources,
including Pennsylvania Birds

records, PORC (Pennsylvania
Ornithological Records Committee)
wr i te -ups ,  The  Birds  o f
Pennsylvania (McWilliams and
Brauning, 2000), and personal
reports from reliable sources. There
are, no doubt, others I didn’t find
and/or which were never made
public.

The accompanying map shows
where in the state Rufous or R/A-
type birds have been found. Almost
all of them come from the southern
half of the state and two-thirds
come from the southeastern region.
I have some thoughts as to why
this is so and a few guesses follow,
but I can only speculate.

1. There are a lot of birders and
some widely known birding
organizations in the heavily
populated southeastern part of PA.
Therefore the chances of spotting
an unusual hummingbird are
greater than in some other areas of
the state due to the sheer number
of people looking. And even when
someone who’s not a particularly
active birder sees an unusual or
out-of-season hummingbird, they
often know whom to contact.
2. Warmer air over congested cities
and places like suburban shopping
malls attracts a lot of insect
activity even in cold weather. A
vagrant hummingbird would most
certainly find this to its liking.
Many R/A-type birds are found in
small back yards that don’t have
large expanses of flowers and only
a few feeders, but there almost
certainly must be an ample supply

Plate 4. R/A type adult male, Edinboro, Erie,
27 September 1992. Present until 24 January
1993. This bird was enticed to enter an
enclosed basement entryway where a feeder
had been placed. Here where it was protected
from the elements, it would spend the nights
and cold days.  Photo by Jean Stull.

Plate 5. R/A type female or immature,
Orrtanna, Adams, September 1996. Photo by
Art Kennell.

Plate 6. Rufous Hummingbird adult male,
Gibsonia, Allegheny, 10 November 1991.
Photo by James Dunn. 
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of insects there. Hummingbirds eat
a lot of insects in addition to
nectar.
3. The effects of unusual but
somewhat predictable weather
patterns may tend to carry a
wayward hummingbird into certain
geographical areas on a semi-
regular basis.
4. And, trite as it may sound, I
don’t think you can ignore
southeastern Pennsylvania’s
proximity to New Jersey’s “rare
bird magnet” coastline and spots
like Cape May.

From 1990 through 2002, the
number of Rufous/Allen’s or
Selasphorus-type hummingbird
sightings in Pennsylvania
fluctuated from year to year but
rose steadily overall. The most
dramatic period to date was August
– November of 2002, when 13
different birds were found. Many of
them were trapped and banded,
thus making positive identification
possible. Fortunately the number
of licensed hummingbird banders
in Pennsylvania is now growing,
and it’s becoming easier to get
these birds positively identified.

This upward trend of R/A-type
sightings out of their normal range
is not limited to Pennsylvania. On
the contrary, the same thing is
happening in many, if not most,
other states east of the Rocky
Mountains. The number of Rufous
hummingbirds known to winter in
the Gulf states, as documented by
aforementioned banders Nancy
Newfield, Bob and Martha Sargent,
and many others, is nothing short

of amazing. It wasn’t all that long
ago that birders wouldn’t have
believed this possible.

Why this is happening is a
topic of endless debate and
conjecture among hummingbird
banders, experts, and aficionados
alike. There are those who think
that it’s been happening all along
and only now, because of the
proliferation of feeders, flowers,
and people looking at them, is it
getting noticed. Lending some
credence to their belief is the fact
that the first Rufous specimen
known to be found east of the
Rockies was taken from a garden in
Charleston, S.C., in 1909 (Conway
and Drennan, 1979). It then lay in
a museum improperly identified
until 1929. On the other side of the
debate are those who think that
this is a recent phenomenon due in
part to evolutionary changes in
migratory patterns (Hill, Sargent,
and Sargent, 1998). They believe
that the same proliferation of
feeders, flowers, and people looking
at them may be causing a change
in the genetic migratory instincts
in some of the individuals of the
species. Therefore, more and more
of these birds and their progeny are
now migrating back each year to
places where they were not
previously found in the winter
months. The debate, however, is
not over whether the rules of the
game are changing. The debate is
over why. And there are also
internal debates over more detailed
“cause and effect” issues within the
two conflicting sides.

I can add nothing to this
debate that hasn’t already been
discussed ad infinitum. I have
heard all kinds of opinions — some
informed, some not so informed —
and it seems obvious to me that
any generally agreed upon
conclusions can and will only come
with a lot more time and data.
Recoveries of banded birds are
already opening doors to new
information about migration
routes, life expectancies, etc. And
as these recoveries increase, as

they are bound to do, new data will
be constantly become available and
hopefully shed more light on the
various theories.

But if I were pressed to give
an answer as to why I think so
many R/A-type hummingbirds are
now being found in Pennsylvania
and the other states east of the
Rockies, I’d have to say that I
believe a large part of it is due to
“observer bias.” More people are
looking at hummingbirds carefully,
and now there are tools (books,
tapes, listserves, web sites, etc.)
available to help with proper
identification. I think that this
trend of finding R/A-type
hummingbirds, and indeed other
western and even tropical species,
in our state will not only continue,
but will most likely increase on a
fluctuating basis as it has done in
recent years. Last year’s discovery
of a Calliope hummingbird
( S t e l l u l a  c a l l i o p e )  n e a r
Philadelphia and this year’s
amazing finding of a Green Violet-
ear (Colibri thalassinus) in West
Virginia prove that when it comes
to hummingbirds, anything is
possible.

Literature Cited

Conway, A. E., and S. R. Drennan.
1979. Rufous Hummingbirds
in eastern North America.
American Birds 33: 130-132.

Hill, G. E., R. R. Sargent, and M.
B. Sargent. 1998. Recent
Change in the Winter
Distribution of Rufous
Hummingbirds. The Auk 115:
240-245.

McWilliams, G. M., and D. W.
Brauning. 2000. The Birds of
Pennsylvania: 247- 248.

Pulcinella, N. 1994. Rare Bird
Reports. Pennsylvania Birds
8: 147-148.

1375 Raubsville, Rd.
Easton, PA 18042

Plate 7. R/A type probable adult male Rufous,
Perkasie, Bucks, 20 August 1994. Photo by
Ken Kitson.
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Table 1. PENNSYLVANIA RUFOUS or R/A-type HUMMINGBIRD REPORTS

Month Dates/Year County/City Age/Sex Status

June 23/2000 McKean/Bradford R/A type, probable adult male rufous

July 7/2001 Lehigh/Macungie R/A type, probable adult male rufous

August 7 to 9, 1994 Monroe/Cherry Valley R/A type, probable adult male, photo
14 to 15, 1995 Lehigh/Allentown *R/A type, probable female orimmature
14 to 12/31, 1995 Lehigh/Germansville *R/A type, not an adult male
20 to 9/18, 1994 Bucks/Perkasie *R/A type, mobs
24 to 27, 2002 Westmoreland/Ligonier Imm Trapped and banded
25 to ?, 1990 Chester/Landenberg *R/A type
25 to ?, 1995 Chester/Landenberg *R/A type 

September 7 to ?, 1996 Huntingdon/Blairs Mills *R/A types, 2 birds
? to 11/?, 2002 Berks/Bernville R/A type,
15 to ?, 1996 Adams/Orrtanna *R/A type
15 to 12/31, 1998 Berks/Boyertown *R/A type
25 to 28, 2000 Schuylkill/Minersville *Probable adult male rufous, photo
25 to 11/4, 2002 Berks/Robesonia Imm F *Trapped and banded
26 to 12/14, 2002 Chester/Unionville *R/A type, probable Hy M 
27/1992 to 1/24/1993 Erie/Edinboro Ad M *Escaped from house confinement
28/1996 to 1/12/1997 Lehigh/Trexlertown *R/A type, probable adult male

October 1 to 11/24, 2002 Monroe/Stroudsburg Ahy F *Trapped and banded
?/1991 to 4/14/1992 Westmoreland/Latrobe Imm F *Kept through winter by rehabber
5 to 11/2, 2002 Cumberland/Carlisle R/A type, probable F or imm
4 to ?, 1996 Somerset/Berlin *R/A type
11 to 12/?, 1997 Westmoreland/Delmont Trapped and banded

This same bird returned Sept
1998 and died 1/5/99

12 to 15, 1996 Allegheny/Upper St. Clair R/A type
15 to 12/3, 2002 Berks/Oley Ahy M Trapped and banded
15 to ?, 1994 Chester/Avondale R/A type
17 to 11/21, 1990 Westmoreland/Ligonier Imm M *Trapped and banded
25 to 11/7, 2002 Berks/Bernville R/A type, immature or female
26 to 11/30, 2002 Berks/Reading Ad M *Trapped and banded
30 to 11/5, 2002 Berks/Leesport R/A type, immature or female

November 4 to 12/3, 2000 Monroe/Brodheadsville *R/A type
? to ?, 2002 Berks/Reading R/A type, probable adult male 
9 to 17, 2001 Northampton/Easton Imm F *Trapped and banded
10 to ?, 1959 Philadelphia, Philadelphia
10 to ?, 1991 Allegheny/Wexford Ad M *Photo
10 to 22, 1997 York/Red Lion R/A type
12 to 21, 2002 Bucks/Pipersville Hy M *Trapped and banded
12 to 12/13, 2000 Northampton/Nazareth *R/A type
14 to 12/13, 1998 Allegheny/Pittsburgh R/A type
15 to 12/11, 2000 Schuylkill/Schuylkill Haven R/A type
16 to ?, 1975 Chester/Devon Ad M *Trapped and placed in

Philadelphia Zoo
16 to 12/14, 2002 Delaware/Media Hy F *Trapped and banded
24 to 28, 2002 Lancaster/East Petersburg Ahy F *Trapped and banded

M = male;  F = female;  Ad = Adult;  Imm = immature;  Hy = Hatching year;  Ahy = After hatching year;  * = Reported to PORC

Locations of Sightings listed in Table 1.
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The 2002-03 Christmas Bird Count in Pennsylvania
by Nicholas C. Bolgiano

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC)
was held for the 103rd time from
December 14, 2002 to January 5, 2003.
A total of 147 species and three count-
week species were reported from 67
sites in Pennsylvania, the same sites
that reported the previous year. The
most noteworthy aspects about the
103rd count were the wintery
conditions of the late fall and early
winter period, a low statewide species
list and low numbers for many species,
yet high tallies of a few species at
certain sites.  

The Weather

Fall temperatures were seasonal
except during December 1-10, when
they averaged 11 degrees Fahrenheit
colder than normal. This cold period
may have prompted many birds to fly
south. After warm fall periods in five of
the previous six years, it seemed cold.
Snow or ice storms occurred on
December 5, 11, and 25, and January
3. Many areas were inaccessible due to
snow-covered roads. Until the late fall,
much of the state, particularly the
eastern part, continued to experience a
drought that began in 1997. 

Comparison to Past Years

Participation, as measured by
total party hours, was 5% lower than
in the previous year. The statewide
total of 147 species was the lowest
since 1981. The number of birds per
party hour was also lower than normal.
If you thought that the birds in your
area were scarcer than normal, you
were not alone. This was not true for
all sites, however. A comparison of
effort, December temperature,
statewide species number, and birds
per party hour (omitting eleven
flocking species) can be seen in the
accompanying bar chart. Here, the
year is the year in which Christmas
occurs, data include some unofficial
counts reported to Pennsylvania Birds,
and omitted are subspecies, hybrids,
exotics, sp. and count week species.
The 1970-2001 temperatures were
D e c e m b e r  a v e r a g e s  f r o m
Pennsylvania’s Central Mountains
Division weather-recording stations of
Climatogical Data. The 2002

temperature was the December average
at the Penn State weather station
(AccuWeather).

Site and Species Numbers 

As usual, the highest species
numbers were reported from
southeastern sites, as seen in the
accompanying map. In recent years,
Southern Bucks County and Upper
Bucks County have been closing in on
the perennial leader, Southern
Lancaster County. This time, all three
tied for the top spot, with 91 species,
the lowest maximum species number
since 1966.  All sites on the top 10 list
were from southeastern Pennsylvania.
Hamburg, which doesn’t usually make
the top-ten list, placed fifth. 

Top 10 Sites

1. Southern Bucks County 91
Southern Lancaster County 91
Upper Bucks County 91

4. Lancaster 89
5. Hamburg 88
6. Elverson 87

Harrisburg 87
8. Delaware County (Glenolden) 85
9. Lititz 84
10. Reading 83

Species numbers at most sites
were lower than in 2001. However, at
eleven sites, species numbers were
higher than in 2002. These included
York (+13), Potter County (+9), Bedford
County (+7), Hamburg (+7), Lock
Haven (+7), Scranton (+7), and
Williamsport ( +7). New species highs
were established at Potter County (+9)
and Hamburg (+4). 

Hits and Misses

A “hit” is a species found in 2002
but recorded less than 40% of the years
between 1970-2001. A “miss” is a
species not found in 2002 but recorded
more than 60% of the years between
1970-2001. Compared to past years, the
number of hits (8) was very low and the
number of misses (7) was relatively
high.

First for the Pennsylvania CBC
were Purple Sandpiper at Erie and
Black-headed Grosbeak at Southern
Lancaster County. Other uncommon
species included four Thayer’s Gull, at

Southern Bucks County, only the fifth
time they have been reported, and
Black-throated Green Warbler, at
Southern Bucks County, only the
second report. 

The misses of Osprey and
Loggerhead Shrike were only the
second for both species in the last 13
years, while the miss of Palm
Warbler was the first since 1990.

Hits

Greater White-fronted Goose
Common Moorhen
Purple Sandpiper
Thayer’s Gull
Orange-crowned Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Black-headed Grosbeak
Brewer’s Blackbird

Misses

Blue-winged Teal
Osprey
Loggerhead Shrike
Palm Warbler
Baltimore Oriole
Pine Grosbeak
Red Crossbill

The count-week species were all
uncommon species for the CBC:
Rufous Hummingbird at Delaware
County, Wood Thrush at Indiana,
and Yellow-throated Warbler at
Southern Lancaster County.

Waterfowl and Other Water Birds

The nine Common Loons were
the fewest since 1981. The single
Greater White-fronted Goose at
Central Bucks County made 2002 the
fifth year of the last six for this species
being reported. The 32,000 Snow
Geese was a similar tally to those of
the last decade. The 190,000 Canada
Geese were second only to 1998's
total. 

Counts of every common dabbling
duck species were on the low side.
However, several other duck species
were reported in higher than average
numbers. There were 1925 scaup
tallied at Erie. The 13,000 Common
Mergansers is a high number seen
about once every ten years, with
nearly 60 percent of them at Southern
Lancaster County. The 3700 Red-
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breasted Mergansers, predominantly
at Erie, were second to the 1983 total.
All three species of scoters were
reported: Black Scoter at Erie, Surf
Scoter at Erie and Pittsburgh South
Hills, and White-winged Scoter at
Dallas Area.

Common Moorhen, at Delaware
County, was reported for the first time
since 1995. The 68 Killdeer were the
fewest since 1951. The 64 Wilson’s
Snipe was a low number for the
second year in a row. 

Vultures and Raptors

Three species, Black Vulture,
Bald Eagle, and Merlin, which have
been increasing rapidly in the
Pennsylvania CBC, again set new
highs, with 1180, 157, and 26
individuals, respectively. The Bald
Eagle total included 52 from Southern
Lancaster County. The 348 Cooper’s
Hawks and 10 Peregrine Falcons
matched the previous highs, from 2001
and 1999, respectively. The count of 36
Rough-legged Hawks was on par
with totals of the previous six years.

The three Barn Owls, at
Lewisburg, Lewistown, and Reading,
were the lowest number since 1966.
The 31 Long-eared Owls, including
nine at Bloomsburg, and 24 Short-
eared Owls, including ten at Clarion,
were good numbers. Year after year,
large numbers of owls are reported
from some sites. Below is the number
of owls reported from the top ten
owling sites.

Top 10 Owling Sites

1. Upper Bucks County 106
2. Central Bucks County 103
3. West Chester 80
4. Elverson 73
5. Hamburg 71
6. Bloomsburg 57
7. Southern Lancaster County 51
8. Audubon 47
9. Lititz 45
10.Newville 36

Upland Game Birds

Wild Turkeys have been
increasing rapidly and again set a new
high with 4600; before 1993, the high
was 900. Meanwhile, the count of 240
Ring-necked Pheasants was higher
than last year’s 213 but still
historically low. Northern Bobwhites
held on, with two at Delaware County.

The 133 Ruffed Grouse were the
fewest since 1978.

Gulls

Pennsylvania locations were again
noteworthy for gulls. Eight gull species
were reported, the uncommon ones
being Thayer’s, Iceland, and
Glaucous. Seventy-seven thousand
Herring and 178 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls were reported from
Southern Bucks County, the top North
American CBC site for Herring Gulls
during 1999-2002 and for Lesser Black-
backed Gulls during 1996-2002. Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were also plentiful
at other Bucks County sites, with 59 at
Central Bucks County and 23 at Upper
Bucks County. The 49,000 Ring-billed
Gulls at Lancaster were also a North
American CBC high for 2002.

Woodpeckers to Blackbirds

T h e  4 2  R e d - h e a d e d
Woodpeckers were about average and
included 14 at Gettysburg, 7 at
Chambersburg, and 6 at Erie. The 5
Northern Shrikes were usual
numbers for a non-flight year. Black-
capped Chickadees, Red-breasted
Nuthatches, and White-breasted
Nuthatches were less abundant after
last winter’s large flight. The 104 Red-
breasted Nuthatches was a low number
even for a non-flight year.

Carolina Wrens continued to
increase; adjusted for party hours, their
number was the equivalent of the
previous 1992 high. The 61,000
American Crows were consistent with
other years, although for consecutive
years, there has not been an
exceptional roost tally. From 1974-99,
15,000-60,000 crows were reported from
Lewisburg. During the last two years,
the high counts of about 10,000 have
been from the Lebanon and

Lehigh Valleys. The 237 Common
Ravens were second only to last year’s
 296. Horned Larks were numerous,
with 10,000 reported.

The frugivores Hermit
Thrushes, American Robins, Cedar
Waxwings, and Yellow-rumped
Warblers were reported in less than
average numbers, with tallies of 174,
7500, 4400, and 572, respectively. The
single Orange-crowned Warbler was
reported from Southern Bucks County.
The single Common Yellowthroat,
at Pennypack Valley, was the fewest
reported since 1985.

The only Vesper Sparrows were
two at Southern Lancaster County, a
low number typical of recent years.
The 64 Snow Buntings were below
a v e r a g e .  T h e  5 1  E a s t e r n
Meadowlarks were more than last
year’s 33, but outside of last year, this
was the lowest tally since 1949.

Finches

According to long-term patterns,
because Christmas fell in an even-
numbered year, few winter finches
were to be expected. Even so, the
single Common Redpoll, 26 Pine
Siskins, 3 Evening Grosbeaks, and
no crossbills represent one of the
poorest winters for these species in the
modern era.
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Abrev Count Name

AUDU Aububon

BALD Bald Eagle S.P.

BEAV Beaver

BEDF Bedford County

BERN Bernville

BETH Bethlehem-Easton

BLOO Bloomsburg

BUFF Buffalo Creek Valley

BUSH Bushy Run S.P.

BUTL Butler County

CBCK Central Bucks County

CHAM Chambersburg

CLRK Clarksville

CLRN Clarion

CULP Culp

CURT Curtin

DALL Dallas Area

DING Dingman’s Ferry

DUBO Dubois

ELVE Elverson

EMPO Emporium

ERIE Erie

GETT Gettysburg

Abrev. Count Name

GLEN Delaware County (Glenolden)

HAMB Hamburg

HARR Harrisburg

HUNT Huntingdon

INDI Indiana

JOHN Johnstown

LAKE Lake Raystown

LANC Lancaster

LEBA Lebanon County

LEHI LehighValley

LINE Linesville

LITI Lititz

LOCK Lock Haven-Jersey Shore

LWBG Lewisburg

LWST Lewistown

MANS Mansfield

NESC Nescopeck Mountain

NEWB New Bloomfield

NEWV Newville

PENN Pennypack Valley 

PISH Pittsburgh South Hills

PITT Pittsburgh

PLEA Pleasantville

Abrev. Count Name

POTT Potter County

RACC Raccoon Creek S.P.

READ Reading

RECT Rector

RYER Ryerson

SBCK Southern Bucks County

SCRA Scranton

SEBR Southeastern Bradford County

SLAN Southern Lancaster County

STAT State College

THOM Thompson

TUNK Tunkhannock

UBCK Upper Bucks County

WARR Warren

WASH Washington

WEST West Chester

WHIT White Mills

WILD Wild Creek-Little Gap

WILL Williamsport

WYNC Wyncote

YORK York
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The 2003 Winter Raptor Survey in Pennsylvania
by Greg Grove

Introduction
The Pennsylvania Winter Raptor

Survey (WRS) was conducted by
volunteers between January 18 and
February 16, 2003. In the third year,
this survey grew in coverage and
participation across the state. A total of
107 routes were reported, representing
61 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. 

Briefly, the WRS is a roadside
survey with simple but specific
guidelines (Grove, 2001). All raptors
are recorded but the focus of the
survey route is open-country raptors
(Northern Harriers, Red-tailed Hawks,
Rough-legged Hawks, and American
Kestrels) as well as Black and Turkey
Vultures. Data are also collected on
sex/age/color form as applicable for a
given species. 

Effort and Weather
Statewide, 391 hours of

observation were logged in 2003, a
substantial increase over the previous
two surveys (Table 2, Appendix for
effort in each county). This coverage
represented 6,036 miles with minimal
or no overlap between routes, mostly
on secondary roads with light traffic.

Results are presented for the
entire state and for four physiographic
regions listed below (see Appendix for
counties in each region). The data are
normalized on a birds/hour basis to
allow comparison between different
regions of the state and among years.
The data are also presented on a
county basis in the accompanying
maps.

I. Piedmont (southeast) 
II. Ridge and Valley (south

central, central, east
central)

III. High Plateau (Allegheny
mountains through the
north central highlands and
east to Pocono’s) 

IV. West (northwest, west
central, southwest).  

The severe weather during the
winter of 2003 stood in sharp contrast
to relatively warm and largely snow-
free 2002. Even the relatively mild
Piedmont did not escape this winter’s
blasts. The average temperature

reported on surveys was 26 oF, varying
from 31 oF in the Piedmont to 22 oF  in
the Plateau region. The majority of
counts reported snow cover during the
survey period. In the Plateau region,
the average snow depth reported
during surveys was 9 inches while
cover in the Piedmont and the Ridge
and Valley regions ranged from patchy
to a few inches. Heavy snowfall
occurred in the southeastern regions
after most surveys were completed.

General Comments
As was the case in 2001 and 2002,

raptors and vultures in winter 2003
were not evenly distributed across the
state (Table 1). Both vulture species
and Harriers, Red-tails, and Kestrels
were most numerous in the Piedmont
and the southeastern portions of the
Ridge and Valley regions (see maps).
As might be expected, Rough-legs were
most frequently found in northern
areas.

With the exception of Rough-leg
abundance, the results of the first two
WRS’ (2001/2002) were remarkably
similar. However, there were distinct
differences noted in the 2003 results
when compared to 2001/2002. Across
the state as a whole, the two most
common Pennsylvania wintering
raptors, Red-tails and Kestrels, were
detected at only about 70% the
frequency recorded in 2001/2002 (Table
2). The most obvious explanation is the
unusually severe weather during the
2003 winter season. But the decrease
in Red-tails and Kestrels from
2001/2002 was not uniform across the
four regions of the state. 

Red-tailed Hawks
In the Piedmont, the Plateau, and

the West, the frequency of Red-tail
detection in 2003 was reduced 35-50%
from the 2001/2002 levels. However, in
the Ridge and Valley region, frequency
of Red-tail detection in 2003 was
essentially unchanged from 2001/2002.

The Ridge and Valley region
being located between other regions
and therefore intermediate in weather
conditions (as indicated by the average
conditions reported on survey days), it
is unlikely that weather conditions can
explain this unexpected finding.

Perhaps in this winter of heightened
weather stress, Red-tails were more
selective in where they wintered. An
obvious speculation is that the Ridge
and Valley region provides the best
combination (or compromise) of
available winter habitat (more
agricultural lands, less intense
development than in the Piedmont)
and relatively mild winter weather
(compared to the Plateau and west
regions).

In this respect, it should be noted
that the highest concentrations of
wintering Red-tails were (as in other
years), in the milder southeastern
counties of the Ridge and Valley with
their more extensive apparent
favorable red-tail habitat and also in
the somewhat less developed northern
and western Piedmont counties. This
distribution can be seen in the Red-tail
map. 

It should also be noted that Red-
tail numbers in certain counties
(Berks, Cumberland, Dauphin, Perry)
in this part of the state are sometimes
inflated by the presence of chicken
farms where carcasses  are dumped in
locations where Red-tails can feed
easily and thus may become
abnormally concentrated. However, the
numbers of such Red-tails contribute
only slightly to the overall Red-tail
numbers in these regions.

American Kestrels
The trend for Kestrels was

similar to the trend for Red-tails.
Kestrels were recorded approximately
35-40% less frequently in 2003 than in
2001/2002 in the Piedmont and the
West. A much smaller decrease  (15%)
was noted in the Ridge and Valley.
Kestrel abundance was greatest in the
southeastern Ridge and Valley and the
western Piedmont as shown in the
map. There was also an indication of
higher abundance in the extreme
western counties of the state. As in
previous years, very few Kestrels were
found in the Plateau region.

Rough-legged Hawks
In contrast to Red-tails and

Kestrels, more Rough-legs apparently
wintered in Pennsylvania in 2003 as
compared to 2002 (Table 2). Rough-legs
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were most frequently encountered in
the Plateau region where the data
suggest twice as many wintering
Rough-legs in 2003 as in the two
preceding winters (Table 4 and see
map). The Ridge and Valley region
hosted perhaps six times more Rough-
legs in 2003 than in 2002 according to
the frequency of detection. And
although few were observed there,
Rough-legs were also more numerous
in the West in 2003. Few Rough-legs
wintered in the Piedmont. 

Seven individual routes in north
central counties recorded five or more
Rough-legs (Centre (2 routes),
Lycoming (2), Potter (1), Tioga (1), and
Venango (1)) Considering that much of
this area is forested, a habitat not used
by Rough-legs, the concentration of
Rough-legs in some open areas there
must have been substantial. 

Vultures
At the present time, Vultures

normally winter in Pennsylvania
almost exclusively in the Piedmont and
in southeastern portions of the Ridge
and Valley. During 2003, no vultures
were reported in the Plateau or in the
West (Table 1). In the southeast, Black
Vulture numbers in the winter of 2003
were similar to 2001/2002 numbers,
while Turkey Vulture numbers
appeared somewhat lower (Table 2).
Thus the extreme cold appeared to
have no effect on Black Vultures
wintering in Pennsylvania but to some
degree Turkey Vultures may have
moved south in response to the cold
weather. 

Examination of the vulture data
in the Piedmont and the Ridge and
Valley regions shows very different
ratios for the two Vulture species
(Table 1). Turkey Vultures were
numerically dominant in the Piedmont.
But Black Vultures were recorded at
about the same frequency as Turkey
Vultures in the Ridge and Valley
region. The same relative differences
were observed in 2001/2002 (Grove,
2002). These data again suggest Black
Vultures are less likely to locate to the
south during winter than are Turkey
Vultures. 

As a precaution in drawing
conclusions from the WRS vulture
numbers, note that in contrast to the
widely distributed raptors, the flocking
behavior of vultures make year-to-year
comparisons somewhat more uncertain
because recording or missing a single

vulture flock may have a substantial
effect on birds per hour values. 

Age/Sex/Color Form data
A total of 947 Red-tails were aged

in 2003 with results similar to previous
years. The percentage of adults in each
of the four regions varied little from
the overall statewide percentage.
2001 - 87 % adult Red-tails
2002 - 91 %
2003 - 89 %

The sex of 191 Kestrels was
noted, with results very similar to
earlier surveys and again there
was little variation among different
regions of the state.
2001 - 59 % male Kestrels
2002 - 60 %
2003 - 66%

Sixty percent of Rough-legged
hawks were light form (52 of 92
recorded to color form); similar to
the 63% recorded in 2002.

The statewide Harrier total
was small and therefore population
breakdown should be interpreted
with caution. Eighty-nine percent
(24 of 27) of aged birds were adults
and 46% (11 of 24) of sexed birds
were males. These results are
similar to results in 2002.

Other Raptor Species Observed
Eight other diurnal raptor

species were recorded in 2002 as
follows:

Bald Eagle: 11 (7 adult)
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 23
Cooper’s Hawk: 43
Northern Goshawk 1
Accipiter sp. 4
Red-shouldered Hawk: 1 5  ( 1 5
adult)
Golden Eagle 3 (2 adult)
Merlin: 1
Peregrine Falcon: 2

Owls and Shrikes

Barn: 1
E Screech: 2
Great Horned: 4
Snowy: 1
Barred: 1
Long-eared: 5
Short-eared: 2

Loggerhead Shrike 1
Shrike sp. 1

I thank Nick Bolgiano for
comments on a draft of this article
and for again creating the maps.
And of course thanks go to the well
over 100 birders and companions
who gathered the data across the
state.

Literature Cited:

Grove, Greg. 2001. The 2001
Winter Raptor Survey in
Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania
Birds V15:3-5. 

Appendix : List of counties in each
region.  The numbers are
hours/miles of survey effort.

I. Piedmont Hrs Mi.
Adams 4.5 70
Berks 4 35
Bucks 8.5 117
Chester 6 129
Cumberland 11 100
Dauphin (south) 3 52
Delaware 5 104
Franklin 7.5 95
Lancaster 5 93
Lebanon 4 60
Lehigh 4.5 61
Montgomery 4 57
Northampton 16 247
Philadelphia 0 0
York 5.5 106

II. Ridge and Valley Hrs Mi.
Bedford 3 25
Blair 2.5 36
Carbon 7 138
Centre 27 348
Clinton (south) 4.5 95
Columbia 3 46
Dauphin (north) 2.5 26
Fulton 3.5 58
Huntingdon 5 78
Juniata 6.5 81
Luzerne 3 62
Lycoming (south) 6.5 131
Mifflin 9 121
Monroe (south) 9.5 169
Montour 2.5 58
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Northumberland 3 85
Perry 13.5 87
Schuylkill 13.5 249
Snyder 5 80
Union 3 35

III. High Plateau Hrs. Mi.
Bradford 5 70
Cambria 2.5 59
Cameron 5.5 75
Clearfield 3 70
Clinton (north) 0 0
Elk 2.5 54
Fayette (east) 0 0
Forest 5.5 72
Lackawanna 0 0
Lycoming (north) 6.5 160
McKean 5.5 90
Monroe (north) 4.5 84
Pike 7 64
Potter 12.5 212
Somerset 1.5 43
Sullivan 0 0
Susquehanna 6.5 59
Tioga 3 40
Warren 1.5 25
Wayne 4 100
Westmoreland (east) 5.5 92
Wyoming 0 0

IV. West Hrs. Mi.
Allegheny 3.5 75
Armstrong 12 149
Beaver 3 65
Butler 4 105
Clarion 7 78
Crawford 0 0
Erie 0 0
Fayette (west) 4 82 
Greene 3 40
Indiana 10 176
Jefferson 23.5 287
Lawrence 5 90
Mercer 4 20
Venango 5 106
Washington 4 60
Westmoreland (west) 0 0

N. Harrier Red-tailed
Hawk

Rough-leg.
Hawk

American
Kestrel

Black Vulture Turkey Vulture

# # Per # # Per # # Per # # Per # # Per # # Per
Hour Hour Hour Hour Hour Hour

Piedmont 17 0.19 339 4.51 3 0.03 111 1.25 151 1.71 443 5.01
R. & V. 6 0.05 440 3.31 40 0.30 188 1.41 55 0.41 59 0.44
Plateau 1 0.01 147 1.79 44 0.54 16 0.20 0 0.00 0 0.00
West 4 0.05 196 2.23 12 0.14 42 0.48 0 0.00 0 0.00
Total 28 0.07 1182 3.02 99 0.25 357 0.91 206 0.53 502 1.28

Table 1 – Number (#) and Frequency (Birds per hour of observation) of Raptors and Vultures during the 2003
Pennsylvania WRS. 

Total
hours

Northern
Harriers 
per hour

Red-tailed
Hawks

per hour

Rough-leg.
Hawks

per hour

American
Kestrels 
per hour

Black Vultures 
per hour

Turkey
Vultures 
per hour

2001 253 0.09 4.51 0.17 1.36 0.44 2.09
2002 313 0.10 4.47 0.07 1.25 0.55 1.68
2003 391 0.07 3.02 0.25 0.91 0.53 1.28

Table 2. Statewide Frequency of Raptors and Vultures observed from 2001 –2003 during the WRS in Pennsylvania

Piedmont Ridge & Valley High Plateau West
2001 7.48 2.95 2.55 4.37
2002 7.97 3.43 3.00 4.47
2003 4.51 3.31 1.79 2.23

Table 3. Red-tailed Hawks per Hour by Zone during Pennsylvania WRS during 2001-2003.

Piedmont Ridge & Valley High Plateau West
2001 0.10 0.26 0.25 0.08
2002 0.00 0.05 0.25 0.01
2003 0.03 0.30 0.54 0.14

Table 4. Rough-legged Hawks per Hour by Zone during Pennsylvania WRS during 2001-2003.
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12th REPORT of the
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE

June 2003
Paul Hess and Nick Pulcinella for the Committee

This report covers 81 records of
53 species submitted to the
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records
Committee (hereafter PORC or the
Committee). The 53 records accepted,
of 28 species, represents an acceptance
rate of 65%. Highlights include the
first record for Hammond’s Flycatcher
and second records for Boreal Owl and
Ash-throated Flycatcher. The addition
of the one new record brings the state
total to 395 species (Pulcinella 2000). 

The Committee received reports
from 25 counties. The top five counties
reporting were Bucks (22), Berks (8),
Lancaster (8), Erie (7), and
Northampton (4). PORC requests
reports of any species on the Review
List as well as any species not
previously accepted for Pennsylvania.
The Committee encourages observers
to document their sightings with
photographs, videos or sound
recordings when possible. The
Committee also emphasizes that the
primary point of any documentation of
a rare bird should be a detailed written
description. At times, the committee
receives photographs that do not
adequately depict the field marks
needed to clinch the identification,
whereas  support ing  wr i t ten
documentation may add the missing
information. 

For tips and guidelines on
documenting rare birds, observers are
encouraged to consult the Committee’s
web pages at http://www.pabirds.org,
Dittman and Lasley 1992, Hanisek and
Lehman 1997, and PORC 2000. 

Documentation can be submitted
to Nick Pulcinella, PORC Secretary,
613 Howard Road, West Chester, PA
19380.

Committee News:
Since the last report the

Committee has had several
membership changes. Bill Reid’s term
expired in June 2001, and he was
succeeded by Eric Witmer. Bob
Leberman, who had been filling in the
remainder of Paul Rodewald’s term,
was elected to a full three-year term.
Dan Heathcote is currently filling the

remaining term of Doug Couchman.
The other members are Paul Hess
(chair), George Armistead (vice chair),
Matt Sharp (treasurer) and Jerry
Stanley.  Nick Pulcinella is the non-
voting secretary. Recent members who
voted on some records in this report
include Bill Reid and Doug Couchman.
At the Committee’s annual meeting in
November 2002, a subcommittee
consisting of Armistead, Sharp,
Stanley and Witmer was formed to
evaluate the current Review List to
recommend changes, additions or
deletions may be needed. 

The Committee has a presence on
the Pennsylvania Society for
O r n i t h o l o g y  w e b  s i t e  a t
www.pabirds.org where PORC’s pages
include the Official State List, the
Review List of species requiring
documentation, tips for improving
documentation of rarities, and a
documentation form that can be
downloaded. The site also contains
information about the functions of the
Committee as well as a photo gallery of
rarities found in Pennsylvania.

Classification of Records:
Class I: An accepted record based

on an existing identifiable specimen, a
diagnostic photograph or a diagnostic
recording. Abbreviations are (p)
photograph submitted, (r) sound
recording, (a) audiotape, (v) videotape,
(s) specimen.  

Class II: An accepted sight record
documented independently by two or
more observers.

Class III: An accepted sight
record documented by one observer.

Format of this Report:
The records are arranged

taxonomically following the American
Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of
North American Birds (AOU 1998).
The number in parentheses after the
species name represents the number of
accepted records, including those in
this report, since the establishment of
PORC in 1989. A + after the
parentheses signifies that there are
accepted records prior to the formation

of PORC. Each record includes the
locality and county and date(s) when
known. In many cases, dates are taken
from the quarterly reports published in
Pennsylvania Birds. Enclosed in
parentheses following the date are the
initials of known observers and those
who submitted documentation.
Following the list of observers is the
record’s classification and the PORC
record number. This is followed by the
Committee’s vote tally for each record.
All photographs, video and sound
recordings are currently being held
with the Secretary until a permanent
location is established. An * after a
species name indicates that the species
is no longer on the PORC review list. 

Abbreviations - MCWMA = Middle
Creek Wildlife Management Area;
mobs = multiple observers; NAB =
North American Birds; NWR =
National Wildlife Refuge; PB =
Pennsylvania Birds; PISP = Presque
Isle State Park; Res. = Reservoir; SGL
= State Game Lands; S.P. = State
Park; Twp. = Township

ACCEPTED SPECIES

Great Cormorant (Phalacrocrax
carbo) (3)+ One at Green Lane
Reservoir, Montgomery Co., 28
November 2000. (KC, JHo; Class II;
068-01-2000). 6/0. This species
continues to be found in increasing
numbers in the southeastern part of
the state.

White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) (8)+
An immature at Yellow Creek S.P.,
Indiana Co., 19-27 August 2001. (MM,
PH; m.obs.; Class I; 093-01-2001) 7/0. 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus)
(10)+
One in Bristol, Bucks Co., 2-3 August
2001. (DF(v); Class I; 095-01-2001). 7/0.

Plegadis species (5)
One at Plymouth Flats, Luzerne Co.,
12 August 2000. (RK; Class III; 095-02-
2000) 7/0. This was originally
submitted as a possible Glossy Ibis.
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Committee members felt that the
description did not rule out White-
faced Ibis completely, but agreed that
the bird was indeed a plegadis species.
One observed at Shenango Lake,
Mercer Co., 23 September 2000. (NT
and mobs,; Class III; 095a-01-2000).
Having no prior experience with this
species, the observers did not feel
comfortable in identifying this bird to
a specific plegadis species and rightly
submitted the report as a dark ibis
species. With the expansion of White-
faced Ibis along the Atlantic Coast into
the northeast, it is well that
Pennsylvania birders should not
automatically consider all dark ibises
to be Glossy. (Patten and Lasley 2000).

Wood Stork (Mycteria americana)
(3)+
One at PISP, Erie Co., 12 October - 11
November 2000. (LM(p), RW(p), DF (v),
m.obs; Class I; 099-01-2000). 7/0.
Photograph published in PB 14:229
and NAB 55:51.

Ross’s Goose (Chen rossii) (19)
One at North Park, Allegheny Co., 2-15
November 2000. (PLy, SL(p), SK(p);
Class I; This species continues to be
rare and irregular outside of southeast
and south-central Pennsylvania.
Photograph published in PB 14:228.

M i s s i s s i p p i  K i t e  ( I c t i n i a
mississippiensis) (12)+
Two at Chickie Rock County Park,
Lancaster Co., 28 May 2001. (JY, ML;
Class III; 171-01-2001). 7/0. One at
Nockamixon S.P., Bucks Co., 28 May
2001. (BE, DF(v); Class I; 171-03-2001.
One at Middle Creek WMA, Lancaster
Co., 29 May 2001. (BC, JH(p), SW;

Class I; 171-02-2001. The Middle Creek
WMA bird was found weak and unable
to fly and retrieved by Beth Carricato
a wildlife rehabilitator. The bird was
emaciated and despite being given
fluids and food, it died a few hours
later. SW examined the specimen and
concluded by plumage that it was a
second-year (subadult). The specimen
is housed at MCWMA. It is possible
that this bird was one of the two seen
the day before at Chickies Rock. The
presence of at least three Mississippi
Kites during this two-day period fits
well into the pattern of occurrence this
species has established in the mid-
Atlantic region.

Piping Plover (Charadrrius melodus)
(7)+
One on the Conejohela Flats,
Washington Boro, Lancaster Co.,  27
August - 3 September 2000. (EW, TG,
DF(v) mobs.; Class I; 261-01-2000) 7/0.
This bird was seen, heard and videoed
in  d i r e c t  c ompar i son  wi th
Semipalmated Plovers by several
experienced observers. This provided
the first Lancaster Co. record since
1961 and one of the few records away
from the Lake Erie shoreline.
Photograph published in PB 14:229.

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) (2)+
One at Quakertown, Bucks Co., 29
July 2001 (CR, AM, DF(v) m.obs.;
Class I; 286-01-2001) 7/0.

Hudsonian Godwit  (Limosa
haemastica) (12)+
One at PISP, Erie Co., 21 September
2000. (JM(p); Class III; 293-01-2000).
7/0. Accepted as Class III because the
photograph did not completely rule out

Black-tailed Godwit, but the written
description clearly identified the bird
as Hudsonian. One at PISP, Erie Co.,
26 August 2001. (JM(p); Class I; 293-
01-2001). 7/0.  Photographs clearly rule
out Black-tailed Godwit. Photograph
published in PB 15:173.

Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus
lobatus) (13)+
One alternate plumaged female at Core
Creek County Park, Bucks Co., 12-13
May, 2001 (GDW, AM, DF (v) mobs;
Class I; 330-01-2001). 7/0.

Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria)
(9)+
An immature at Peace Valley Park,
Bucks Co., 20 October 2001 (AM (v),
DF, RH, m.obs; Class I; 331-01-2001).
7/0. Photograph published in PB
15:236.

Little Gull (Larus minutus) (12)+
One adult in basic plumage at
Nockamixon S.P., Bucks Co., 12 April
2001 (BE; Class III; 339-01-2001). 6/1.
This bird was observed in direct
comparison with 60-80 Bonaparte’s
Gulls. The dark underwing was
unmistakable.

Black-headed Gul l  (Larus
ridibundus) (14)+
One on the Ohio River in McKees
Rocks, Allegheny Co., 29-30 October
2000 (SK: Class III; 340-04-2000). 5/2,
5/1. One at PISP, Erie Co., 1 December
2000 (PH; Class III; 340-02-2000. 6/0/1.

Thayer’s Gull (Larus thayeri) (20)
One first-winter bird at Tullytown,
Bucks Co., 22-24 November 2000 (PL;

Plate 1. Wood Stork (Mycteria americana).
Immature present 12 October-11 November
2000 at Presque Isle S.P., Erie. Photo by
Linda McWilliams

Plate 2. Mississippi Kite (Ictinia
mississippiensis). Second-year bird at Middle
Creek WMA, Lancaster, 29 May 2001. Found
in a weakened condition, this bird later died at
a rehab facility. Three Mississippi Kites were
observed in a two day period 28-29 May
which fits well into the pattern of occurrence
for this species in the mid-Atlantic region.
Photo by Jack Hubley.

Plate 3. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa
haemastica). 26 August 2001 at Presque Isle
S.P., Erie. The black underwing linings clearly
rule out the similar Black-tailed Godwit. Photo
by Jerry McWilliams. 
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Class III; 348-03-2000) 5/1/1. Another
first-winter bird at Tullytown, Bucks
Co., 14 April 2001 (MSh; Class III; 348-
07-2001) 5/1/1.

Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa
tridactyla) (12)+
One at Shawnee State Park, Bedford
Co., 8-10 April 2001 (DBy(p); SB mobs.;
Class III; 357-01-2001) 7/0. The
Committee did not feel the photos were
diagnostic, but the written description
established identification. This was a
first Bedford Co. record.  

Least Tern (Sterna antillarum) (7)+*
One at Dunning’s Creek Wetlands,
Bedford Co., 11 June 2001 (KG; Class
III; 372-01-2001) 6/1. This species has
become a regular rare migrant and
post-breeding wanderer throughout the
state. The Committee no longer
reviews reports after 2001. 

Common Ground-Dove (Columbina
passerina) (2)+
One at Middle Run, Clarion Co., 30
August 2000 (JF; Class III; 418-01-
2000) 6/1. This is only about the third
or fourth Pennsylvania record of this
resident of southern U.S. The bird was
seen feeding and dust-bathing along a
roadside. It was looked for again for
several days, but was never relocated.

Boreal Owl (Aegolius funereus) (1)+
One banded at PISP, Erie Co., 7 April
2001 (DD, JM(p), LM; Class I; 456-01-
2001) 7/0. An outstanding find by Dave
Darney, an experienced Northern Saw-
whet Owl bander. Using a homemade
aluminum framed mist-net type trap
and ladder, Darney and the
McWilliams were able to capture the
bird when it flew from its perch on a
limb. It was then banded and
photographed. Upon release it flew into

a nearby tree. Despite an intensive
search the following morning, the bird
could not be found. This is only the
second Pennsylvania record. The first
was a bird shot in Allegheny Co. on 12
March 1896. The specimen resides in
the Carnegie Museum of Natural
History. Photograph published in PB
15:96 and NAB 55:383.

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus
rufus) (6)+
One adult male at Minersville,
Schuylkill Co., 25-28 July 2000 (EH(p)
et al; Class I; 495-01-2000) 7/0. An
adult male at a feeder in Nazareth,
Northampton Co., 14 November 2000
(RW (p) m.obs; Class I; 495-02-2000)
5/2, 5/1. Though it was observed by
numerous people, only a single profile
photograph was submitted. There was
some discussion within the Committee
whether that photo contained enough
field marks to eliminate the similar
Allen’s Hummingbird. After two voting
rounds, the Committee felt comfortable
that the photo was diagnostic for an
adult male Rufous Hummingbird.
Photograph published in PB 14:231
and NAB 55:117.

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird
(Selasphorus rufus/sasin) (4)
One female/imm in Jackson Township,
Monroe Co., 4 November - 3 December
2000 (BH(p), RW, m.obs; Class I; 495a-
01-2000) 7/0. Photograph published in
PB 14:231. Another female/imm. at
Lake Wynonah, Schuylkill Co., 12-13
November 2000 (DK, EH(p), AK,
mobs.; Class I; 495a-02-2000) 7/0.
Without the benefits of in-hand
identification both species were
accepted as Rufous/Allen’s type.
Photograph published in PB 14:231.

Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax
hammondii) (1)
One at Monocacy Nature Reserve,
Northampton Co., 18  November - 21
December, 2000 (RW(p), MSh, DF(v),
MM(p), PS, JH, mobs.; Class I; 535-02-
2000) 7/0. First Pennsylvania record.
This little gem from western North
America delighted numerous observers
during the month-long stay. Habitually
feeding for prolonged periods in the
same area daily, it enabled  close,
thorough study. As a result, PORC
received several detailed written
descriptions, sketches and diagnostic
photographs and video. It was a
pleasure for the Committee to work
with such a volume of information
regarding a member of one of North
America’s more difficult-to-identify
species group. Photograph published in
PB 14:232 and NAB 55:118.

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus
cinerascens) (2)
One at safe Harbor Dam, Lancaster
Co., 28-30 December 2000 (JB, DH(p),
NP(p), RW(p), mobs; Class I; 545-01-
2000) 6/1. This was the first record for
Lancaster Co. and only the second
record for Pennsylvania. It was
another case in which the Committee
received detailed notes and close
photographs allowing an easy
assessment of a potentially difficult
identification. Photograph published in
PB 14:232 and NAB 55:153.

Plate 4. Boreal Owl (Aegolius funereus). This
bird was captured and banded at Presque Isle
S.P., Erie, 7 April 2001. Second state record
and the first since 12 March 1896. Photo by
Jerry McWilliams.

Plate 5. Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus
rufus). Adult male at a feeder in Nazareth,
Northampton, 14 November 2000. Photo by
Rick Wiltraut.

Plate 6. Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax
hammondii). This bird was present and seen
by many at Monocacy Nature Reserve,
Northampton., 18 November-21 December
2000 to establish a first state record. This
close-up shot was taken 28 November. Photo
by Rick Wiltraut.
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Western Kingbird (Tyrannus
verticalis) (13)+
One at Farmersville, Lancaster Co., 30
September - 2 October 2000 (FH(p)
m.obs.; Class I; 557-0-2000) 7/0.
Photograph published in PB 14:233.
One in Potter Township, Centre Co., 8
October  2000 (GG m.obs.; Class III;
557-02-2000) 6/1. Most fall records are
within a mid-September to mid-
October time frame.

Bewick’s Wren (Thryomanes
bewickii) (2)+
One at Brady’s Bend Overlook, Clarion
Co., 3 October 1988 (JF(a); Class I;
622-01-1998) 3/2/2, 7/0. During the
second-round vote, an audio tape of the
bird singing was submitted. The song
confirmed the identification.

Kirtland’s Warbler (Dendroica
kirtlandii) (5)+
One in Williams Twp., Northampton
Co., 26 August 2000 (AK; Class III;
746-01-2000) 6/1. An outstanding one
day wonder for northeastern
Pennsylvania.

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra)
(14)+
One at Schenley Park, Allegheny Co.,
12 May 2001 (MF; Class III; 780-01-
2001) 6/1. This species continues to be
rare outside of Greene County.

Western Tanager  (Piranga
ludoviciana) (6)+
One at Nockamixon S.P., Bucks Co.,
20-29 December 1997 (DF, AB(p) et al.;
Class I; 782-01-1997) 7/0. The
photograph clearly elevated this report
to Class I. It had previously been
accepted as Class III. Photograph
published in PB 11:218. 

Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris)
(7)+
A female/imm. at a feeder in Amity,
Berks Co., 15 January -  20 April 1999
(SGo(p), BMaz(p), CM(p); Class I; 794-
01-1999) 4/3, 6/1.

LeConte’s Sparrow (Ammodramus
leconteii) (5)+
One at the Polk Wetlands, Venango
Co., 15 October 2001 (JSt, KGo, GE,
DF(v), RS(p); Class I; 829-01-2000)
6/0/1. Photograph published in PB
14:233.

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow
(Ammodramus nelsoni) (9)
One netted and banded at Powdermill
Biological Station, Westmoreland Co.,
30 September 2000 (RM(p), RL; Class
I; 830a-01-2000). 6/0/1. Photograph
published in PB 14:171 and NAB
55:118. One at Pine Run Reservoir,
Bucks Co., 15 October 2000 (DF(v), KR;
Class I; 830a-02-2000). 6/1. One at Polk
Wetlands, Venango Co., 24 October
2000 (JSt, GE(p); Class I; 830a-03-
2000). 5/0/1. Photograph published in
PB 14:233. One at Peace Valley Park,
Bucks Co., 16 September 2001 (AM;
Class III; 830a-01-2001). 6/1. One at
Pine Run Dam, Bucks Co., 21 October
2001 (AM, KR, DF(v); Class II; 830a-
02-2001). 6/1. The increase in reports
of this species is probably related to
more birders looking for it during its
peak migration window of late
September through late October. These
reports are showing the species to be a
regular migrant throughout the state.

Harris’s Sparrow (Zonotrichia
querula) (5)+
One at PISP, Erie Co., 14 May 2001

(BM; Class III; 839-01-2001) 6/1.

Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus
cyanocephalus) (17)+
One to four along Braden Road, Beaver
Co., 19 November 1999 (BH; Class III;
861-06-1999) 5/2, 6/1. One at Moraine
S.P., Butler Co., 22 October 2000 (PH;
Class III; 861-01-2000). 6/0/1. One at a
feeder in Indiana, Indiana Co., 16
November 2000 (SG; Class III; 861-02-
2000). 5/2, 6/1. 

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED,
identification questionable (Votes
are listed as for/against/abstain. A vote
of 6/1 or 7/0 is required for acceptance.)

Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocrax
brasilianus) Three birds seen at Lake
Ontelaunee, Berks Co., 5 October 2000.
Class IV-A. 4/3, 2/5. There was
significant sentiment for accepting this
record because the basics of the
description pointed in general to this
species. However, after two rounds of
voting, a majority felt that a detailed
description of the bill, lores, and shape
of the gular pouch, were required for a
first record of a species with no pattern
of vagrancy in the northeast.

Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)
One at Buckingham, Bucks Co., 14
September 2000. 186-01-2000; Class
IV-A. 1/6. The Committee felt that
further details besides the dark
primaries emphasized in the
description were necessary to eliminate
other raptor species conclusively.

Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolis) One at
PP&L Council Cup Overlook, Luzerne
Co., 4 November 2000. 200-01-2000;
Class IV-A. 3/4. A majority of members
believed that the description did not
rule out an albinistic individual of
another raptor species.

Y e l l o w  R a i l  ( C o t u r n i c o p s
noveboracensis) One in Williams Twp.,
Northampton Co., 31 October  2001.
Class IV-B; 231-01-2001. 3/4. The bird
allowed only a brief look, limiting the
details the observer was able to
provide, and most of the Committee
felt that the resulting description was
insufficient for acceptance. 

Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris)
One in Norristown, Montgomery Co.,
27 October 2000 - 12 January 2001.
Class IV-B; 234-01-2000. 4/3, 2/4. After

Plate 7. Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus
cinerascens). This cooperative bird spent
most of its time hawking insects from the walls
of Safe Harbor Dam, Lancaster, 28-30
December 2000. This is the second state
record.  Photo Rick Wiltraut.

Plate 8. Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow
(Ammodramus nelsoni). At least five records
of this species were documented in this report
as birders are increasingly aware of this
species regular fall migration pattern of late
September through late October. This bird
was netted and banded at Powdermill
Biological Station, Westmoreland, 30
September 2000. Photo by Bob Mulvihill.
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two rounds, the majority of members
were concerned that the photograph,
description, and measurements did not
conclusively rule out a hybrid Clapper
x King Rail.

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) One
at Lake Nockamixon S.P., Bucks Co.,
21 April 2000. Class IV-A; 286-01-2000.
4/3, 1/5. The majority considered that
the brief details did not rule out
Eurasian curlew species, even though
a Whimbrel was much more likely.
Little Stint (Calidris minuta) One at
Washington Boro, Lancaster Co., 17
September 2000. Class IV-A; 305-01-
2000. 1/6. This would have been a first
state record of an extreme rarity that
is not easily identifiable. The
Committee felt that the description,
while persuasive in some respects, did
not provide sufficient information to
eliminate a Semipalmated Sandpiper.
Among characteristic features of Little
Stint missing from the description
were a split supercilium and white
“braces” on the scapulars. 

Purple Sandpiper  (Calidris
maritima) One at Marysville, Dauphin
Co., 17 December 2000. Class IV-B;
313-01-2000. 0/7. Insufficient details
were visible at the observer’s great
distance from the bird to rule out a
Dunlin.

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) One at
Shartesville Farm Pond, Berks Co., 1
August 2000 Class IV-A; 321-01-2000.
5/2, 4/3. A majority favored accepting
this record, but not by the required 6/1
minimum vote. Those who voted
against acceptance noted an absence of
details including the upperwing
pattern in flight, leg color, description
of the back and scapulars at rest,
which could have eliminated a large
Pectoral Sandpiper.

Franklin’s Gull (Larus pipixcan) Five
at Lake Somerset, Somerset Co., 21
April 2001 Class IV-A; 338-01-2001.
3/4. The majority felt that the
description did not provide sufficient
details to eliminate other black-headed
gull species, particularly Laughing
Gull.

Black-headed Gull  (Larus
ridibundus) One at Marysville,
Dauphin Co., 17 December 2000 Class
IV-A; 340-03-2000. 1/6. Most members
believed that the description did not

rule out Bonaparte’s Gull conclusively.

California Gull (Larus californicus)
One at Tullytown, Bucks Co., 10
November, 2001 Class IV-A; 346-01-
2001. 4/2/1, 4/2/1. The decision was
very close to acceptance as a first state
record. The description was nearly
perfect, but the dissenters felt that for
a rarity which is not obviously
identifiable, complete details were
required including the underwing
pattern to clinch the identification with
certainty.

Thayer’s Gull (Larus thayeri) One at
Tullytown, Bucks Co., 15 December
2000 Class IV-A; 348-04-2000. 3/2/2,
2/4/1. One at Tullytown, Bucks Co., 13
January 2001 Class IV-B; 348-02-2001.
2/3/2. One at Tullytown, Bucks Co., 3
March 2001 Class IV-A; 348-04-2001.
3/3/1, 1/5/1. One at Tullytown, Bucks
Co., 10 March 2001 Class IV-A; 348-05-
2001. 3/3/1, 2/4/1. One at Presque Isle
Bay, Erie Co., 4 March, 2001 Class IV-
A; 348-06-2001. 5/2,. 4/3. In these
cases, the dissenting members were
concerned about where the birds fell
along a continuous line of gradation
between relatively pale Thayer’s Gulls
and relatively dark Iceland (Kumlien’s)
Gulls. The Committee plans to discuss
whether as a matter of policy, any
Thayer’s records should be accepted as
such or should be placed in a broader
Thayer’s/Kumlien’s category.

Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini) One
flying past Hawk Mountain Sanctuary,
Berks Co., 17 September 1987 Class
IV-B; 360-02-1987 1/6. The Committee
felt that the few details were
insufficient to identify this bird to any
gull species.

Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) One
at Glen Morgan Lake, Berks Co., 9
May 1998 Class IV-A; 369-01-1998. 1/6.
One at Glen Morgan Lake, Berks Co.,
20 May 2000 Class IV-A; 369-01-2000.
1/6, 0/7. Sufficient details were not
available to rule out other tern species
conclusively. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax
hammondii) One at John Heinz NWR,
Philadelphia Co., 14 May 2000 Class
IV-B; 535-01-2000. 1/6. Neither the
description nor the in-hand
measurements ruled out other
Empidonax species, particularly Dusky
Flycatcher. Only a single wing chord

measurement was provided, but Pyle
(1997) recommends that more complete
details of wing morphology (up to four
differences between the lengths of
pairs of primary feathers) be used to
confirm identification of Empidonax
species.

Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax
oberholseri) One near Kutztown, Berks
Co., 25 December 1969 Class IV-A;
536-01-1969. 4/3, 0/6. Ned K. Johnson,
an expert in Empidonax flycatchers,
examined the specimen in 1970 and
expressed an opinion that it appeared
to be a Dusky from the standpoint of
general coloration and wing shape.
However, no measurements are
available for PORC to judge, and the
specimen apparently has been lost.
This would have been the only
Pennsylvania record of the species.

Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis)
One in East Fallowfield Township,
Crawford Co., 21 October 2000 Class
IV-B; 625-01-2000. 4/3, 1/6. The
description did not rule out Marsh
Wren.

Townsend’s Solitiare (Myadestes
townsendi) One in Pottstown,
Montgomery Co., 30 September 2000.
Class IV-A; 650-02-2000. 5/2, 2/4. The
description did not eliminate Northern
Mockingbird conclusively. 

Bicknell’s Thrush (Catharus
bicknelli) One at Bushy Run Historic
Park, Westmoreland Co., 23 October
2001 Class IV-B; 654a-01-2001. 0/7.
The observer, though realizing that a
satisfactory sight identification was not
possible, submitted details at the
Chairman’s request for the PORC files.
It is the Committee’s policy not to
accept a record of this species without
a specimen, in-hand measurements of
the relative lengths of the primaries, or
a recording of vocalizations. Otherwise,
Gray-cheeked Thrush cannot be
eliminated (Feldstein 1996).

Yellow-rumped “Audubon’s”
Warbler (Dendroica coronata
auduboni) One at Nockamixon S.P.,
Bucks Co., 26 November 2000 Class
IV-B; 736a-01-2000. 2/5. Too few
details beyond the yellow throat were
provided to eliminate an intergrade of
the “Audubon’s” and “Myrtle”
subspecies. A full description of the
head, in particular, would have been
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required for acceptance. 

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra)
One in Derry Township, Dauphin Co.,
2 July 2000 Class IV-B; 780-03-2000.
2/5. The description of a red bird with
a white beak offered no details of size,
shape, or other features to determine
that this was a tanager.

Lark Bunting  (Calamospiza
melanocorys) One at Peace Valley
Park, Bucks Co.,  20 October 2001
Class IV-A; 824-01-2001. 5/2, 4/3.
Dissenting members were troubled by
the description of the head and
upperparts, which did not seem to be
consistent with this species in October.

Y e l l o w - h e a d e d  B l a c k b i r d
(Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) One
at intersection of River Road and
Chestnut Level Road, Lancaster Co.,
29 February 2000 Class IV-A; 859-01-
2000. 4/3, 1/5. After two rounds, a
majority felt the details were not
sufficient to rule out an aberrant
individual of another blackbird species.

Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus
cyanocephalus) Three in Morgan
Township, Greene Co., 23 November
2000 IV-B; 861-03-2000. 2/5. Most
members felt that the plumage as
described was not consistent with a
Brewer’s Blackbird in November and
did not rule out a first-winter Common
Grackle.

Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii)
One in Bainbridge, Lancaster Co., 27
January - 16 February 1997 Class IV-
C; 874a-01-1997. 1/6. A majority of
members felt that the description was
consistent with a Baltimore Oriole, not
a Bullock’s Oriole.

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED
because they represent or may
represent an escapee or an
introduced species not yet
established in Pennsylvania. 

IDENTIFICATION ACCEPTED.

T r u m p e t e r  S w a n  ( C y g n u s
buccinator) Two at Blue Marsh Lake,
Berks Co., 31 December, 2000. (JS(p);
105-01-2000; Class V). 0/7. Photograph
published in PB 14:228. 

Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis)
One at Peace Valley Park, Bucks Co.,

10 November 2002 - January 2001
(AM, DF(v), JH; Class V; 115-01-2000).
3/4
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List of the Birds of Warren County
Ted Grisez

The long history of bird records in
Warren County began in the winter of
1887-88 with Ralph B, Simpson. He was an
oologist, a taxidermist, and a keen observer.
He was active through 1947. He compiled
his records and experiences with each
species in two unpublished hand written
journals. These are in the Library of' the
Warren County Historical Society. His
mounted birds are in the Jamestown (NY)
Audubon Society's Nature Center.

Christmas Bird Count centered in
Warren began in 1939 and continues today,
although interrupted in 1942-45. An
excellent group of birders continues to
record observations.

This list includes 265 species, two
hybrids, and one subspecies. Species that
are known to have bred in the county are
shown with a “B” after the name. Birds that
have fewer than six records are shown by
footnotes 1 through 5. Other footnotes are
for other facts of interest, such as dates of
first or last occurrences. New species or
breeding records should be sent with details
to the Warren County compiler.

Red-throated Loon
Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe B
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe 1

Double-crested Cormorant

American Bittern
Least Bittern
Great Blue Heron B
Great Egret
Little Blue Heron 2
Cattle Egret 4
Green Heron B
Black-crowned Night Heron
Yellow-crowned Night Heron 1
Glossy Ibis 1

Turkey Vulture B

Snow Goose 5
Canada Goose B
Brant 1
Mute Swan B
Trumpeter Swan 2
Tundra Swan
Wood Duck B
Gadwall
American Wigeon
American Black Duck 6
Mallard B
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Canvasback

Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck 1
Surf Scoter 1
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter 2
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser B
Common Merganser B 7
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Osprey
Bald Eagle B
Northern Harrier B
Sharp-shinned Hawk B
Cooper’s Hawk B
Northern Goshawk B
Red-shouldered Hawk B
Broad-winged Hawk B
Red-tailed Hawk B
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
American Kestrel B
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon 3

Ring-necked Pheasant B
Ruffed Grouse B
Wild Turkey B
Northern Bobwhite B

Virginia Rail B
Sora 8
Common Moorhen B
American Coot
Sandhill Crane 1

Black-bellied Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer B

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper B
Upland Sandpiper 8
Ruddy Turnstone 1
Marbled Godwit 1
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper 1
Pectoral Sandpiper
Dunlin
Wilson’s Snipe B
American Woodcock B

Laughing Gull 1
Bonaparte's Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Glaucous Gull 2

Great Black-backed Gull

Caspian Tern 5
Common Tern
Forster's Tern 1
Black Tern

Passenger Pigeon 9
Rock Dove B
Dove--Streptopelia sp. 1
Mourning Dove B

Black-billed Cuckoo B
Yellow-billed Cuckoo B

Eastern Screech Owl B
Great Horned Owl B
Snowy Owl
Barred Owl B
Great Gray Owl 1
Long-eared Owl B
Short-eared Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl B

Common Nighthawk B
Whip-poor-will B
Chimney Swift B

Ruby-throated Hummingbird B
Belted Kingfisher B

Red-headed Woodpecker B
Red-bellied Woodpecker B 10
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker B
Downy Woodpecker B
Hairy WoodpeckerA B
Northern Flicker B
Pileated Woodpecker B

Olive-sided Flycatcher B 11
Eastern Wood Pewee B
Acadian Flycatcher B
Alder Flycatcher B
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher B
Eastern Phoebe B
Great Crested Flycatcher B
Eastern Kingbird B

Loggerhead Shrike 12
Northern Shrike

White-eyed Vireo 4
Yellow-throated Vireo B
Blue-headed Vireo B
Warbling Vireo B
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo B

Blue Jay B
American Crow B
Common Raven B 13
Horned Lark B

Purple Martin B
Tree Swallow B
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow B
Bank Swallow B
Cliff Swallow B
Barn Swallow B

Black-capped Chickadee B
Boreal Chickadee 1
Tufted Titmouse B 14
Red-breasted Nuthatch B
White-breasted Nuthatch B
Brown Creeper B

Carolina Wren B
House Wren B
Winter Wren
Sedge Wren 5
Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher B

Eastern Bluebird B
Mountain Bluebird 1
Veery B
Gray-cheeked Thrush 5
Swainson is Thrush B
Hermit Thrush B
Wood Thrush B
American Robin B
Varied Thrush 1

Gray Catbird B
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher B

European Starling B
American Pipit

Bohemian Waxwing 1
Cedar Waxwing B

Blue-winged Warbler B
Golden-winged Warbler B
“Brewster's” Warbler B
“Lawrence's” Warbler 4
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler 4
Nashville Warbler B
Northern Parula B
Yellow Warbler B
Chestnut-sided Warbler B
Magnolia Warbler B
Cape May Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler B
Yellow-rumped Warbler B
Black-throated Green Warbler B
Blackburnian Warbler B
Yellow-throated Warbler B
Pine Warbler B
Prairie Warbler 4
Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Cerulean Warbler B
Black-and-white Warbler B
American Redstart B
Prothonotary Warbler 4
Worm-eating Warbler
Ovenbird B
Northern Waterthrush B

Louisiana Waterthrush B
Kentucky Warbler 4
Connecticut Warbler 5
Mourning Warbler B
Common Yellowthroat B
Hooded Warbler B
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler B
Yellow-breasted Chat B

Sumner Tanager 1
Scarlet Tanager B

Eastern Towhee B
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow B
Clay-colored Sparrow 2
Field Sparrow B
Vesper Sparrow B
Lark Sparrow 2
Savannah Sparrow B
Grasshopper Sparrow 8
Henslow's Sparrow
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 1
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow B
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow B
White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed “Slate-colored” Junco B
Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco

Lapland Longspur
Snow Bunting

Northern Cardinal B
Rose-breasted Grosbeak B
Blue Grosbeak 1
Indigo Bunting B
Dickcissel 3

Bobolink B
Red-winged Blackbird B
Eastern Meadowlark B
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1
Rusty Blackbird
Brewer’s Blackbird 3
Common Crackle B
Brown-headed Cowbird B

Orchard Oriole 4
Baltimore Oriole B

Pine Grosbeak
Purple Finch B
House Finch B 15
Red Crossbill 16
White-winged Crossbill
Common Redpoll
Pine Siskin B 17
American Goldfinch B
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow B

Footnotes

1 - 5 The number of records
6 Had bred before 1890
7 Breeding since 1973
8 Several summer records

9 Last seen 1893
10 First record 1888, then 1976 on..
11 No breeding record since 1937
12 Last record 1900
13 Absent from 1912 to 1968
14 First record 1903, nest 1928
15 First record 1975
16 Believed nesting 1891-92-93
17 Ten nests in 1912, three in 1925

10 Belmont Drive
Warren, PA 16365



PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS 33 2003 – VOLUME 17 NO. 1

PHOTOGRAPHIC HIGHLIGHTS

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis). Always intriguing, reports of
a “white hawk” can set one’s mind racing about visitors form the far
north such as a Gyrfalcon or even a Snowy Owl, but, this photo
clearly shows the buteo shape and dark tail of a partial albino Red-
tailed Hawk. This bird was photographed in Milford Twp., Bucks, 22
January 2003. Photo by Andrew Curtis.

Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula). Most late fall and winter reports
of Baltimore Orioles are the dull plumaged females/immature that
cause much confusion with similar appearing Bullock’s Orioles. This
striking adult male in Patton, Cambria, 2 December 2002 offers no
confusion. The bird continued coming to the feeder and enjoying suet
until 12/10. This was one of three Baltimore Orioles present in the
state during part of the winter season. Photo by Dave Gobert.

Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus). 6 February 2003, Lake
City, Erie. Perched with Cedar Waxwings. Closeup shows details of
facial pattern, gray color, white markings on flight feathers, dark
undertail coverts and narrow tail band. Photo by Ben Coulter

Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris). This bird was present in Bucks
from about mid-December through the end of the winter season. The
bird wandered the area for a time before settling in at a feeder in
Lower Makefield Twp. Where this photo was taken circa 16 February
2002. Photo by Forrest Coburn.
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Great Egret (Ardea alba). This bird was present in Fairview, Erie,
from 8 December 2002 to 15 January 2003 for the latest winter egret
ever recorded in western Pennsylvania. Photo by Jerry McWilliams.

Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus). Washingtonville, Montour, 7
February 2003. Photo by Wayne Laubscher.

Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena). A hint of things to come,
this grebe was recovered along the Carsonville-Elizabethville Rd.,
Dauphin, 26 February 2003. After determining it to be healthy juvenile
it was released into the Swatara Creek at Union Deposit the next day.
Tom Johnson is shown here making an in-hand identification. Photo
by Jan Getgood. 

Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius). A casual winter visitor from the
Northwest, this bird made periodic visits to a feeder in McKean, Erie,
from 1 January to 9 February 2003. Photographed here 4 February
2003. Photo by Sam Stull.
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Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus). 13 December 2003,
Media, Delaware, showing several gorget feathers. Photo by Scott
Weidensaul

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus). A hold-over from the Fall
period, this bird was captured, identified as a hatching-year female,
banded and released on 8 December 2003. It continued at the same
feeder in Media, Delaware, until 13 December. Photo by Scott
Weidensaul. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii). A surprising number of
Lincoln’s Sparrows were reported during the winter season. This bird
photographed 11 February 2003 remained at Peace Valley Park,
Bucks , into February. Photo by Elaine Ryan.

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus). 13 December 2003,
Media, Delaware, a close up view of the tail feathers showing a
distinct notch to R2 a characteristic eliminating the similar Allen’s
Hummingbird. Photo by Scott Weidensaul.
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Black-headed Grosbeak
Lancaster County

Franklin C. Haas

On December 15, 2002, Barb and
I were doing our section of the
Southern Lancaster County Christmas
Bird Count (CBC). One of our regular
stops is the Montgomery residence on
Bald Eagle Road. They have several
active feeders and some nice brushy
property for finding sparrows, towhees,
etc.

When we parked and got out of
the car, Dale Montgomery came out of
the house excitedly to tell us they had
a “good” bird for us. He told us they
had a Black-headed Grosbeak and that
it had been coming into their feeders
since December 10. They hadn’t called
anyone because they wanted us to be
the first to see it. We told them we
appreciated their favoritism, but in the
future,  please call someone
immediately. Luckily, this time, the
bird stayed around until the CBC.

Knowing how easy it is to
misidentify young Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks as Black-headed — we have
done this ourselves—I asked him how
sure he was of the identification. He
said he was very confident and had a
photo to prove it! We went inside and
looked at the photo that he had taken
with his digital camera and
downloaded onto his computer.
Although the image was small, it
appeared to be a black-headed.
However, there was a hint of streaking

on the breast, which I could not
determine whether it was a lighting
artifact or actual streaking. A streaked
breast is indicative of young rose-
breasted.

So we set up our scope (and
camera) and waited. About forty
minutes later the bird came in and it
was obviously a black-headed.

The bird (as seen in the
accompanying photographs) was an
obvious grosbeak — Short tail, large
conical bill, about the size of a
Cardinal, two very strong wing patches
(bars), distinct face pattern. The wings
were black with a very strong large
upper white wingbar and a lower large
white wing patch. The back was
streaked with blackish streaks on a
lighter colored background. The throat,
breast and belly were bright orange-
yellow. The belly area was distinctly
more yellow with a central shaft of
yellow extending partway up the
breast. There was no streaking on the
breast or throat. The strong orange-
yellow color and the white underside of
the tail feathers indicate a male. The
line over the eye was buffy-orange, not
white as in a Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
I did not see the color of the rump.

The bird stayed for several more
days, allowing numerous birders to see
it.

This appears to be only the
second record of this species in
Lancaster County. The previous record
(which was accepted by PORC) was

May 7, 1999 in Manheim by Randy
Miller. There have been about a dozen-
plus records of the species in the state.

2469 Hammertown Rd.
Narvon, PA 17555

(Black-headed Grosbeak breeds in the
West from British Columbia south to
New Mexico and east to South Dakota,
Kansas, and Texas. They winter
primarily in Mexico but are casual to
the east especially in late fall. As
Frank mentioned, there have been at
least twelve records in the state
predominately in late fall through
spring.  Ed.)

Plate 1. Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus
melanocephalus). This male, photographed
15 December 2002,  was present at a feeder
in Lancaster, 10-17 December 2002 providing
the second county record and an exciting find
for the Southern Lancaster Co. CBC. Photo by
Frank Haas.

Plate 2. Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus
melanocephalus). A closer side view.
Lancaster, 15 December 2002.  Photo by
Frank Haas.

Plate 3. Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus
melanocephalus). Lancaster,15 December
2002.  Photo by Frank Haas.
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Pennsylvania Bird Clubs
(an occasional feature spotlighting Pennsylvaina Bird Clubs)

CONOCOCHEAGUE AUDUBON SOCIETY

Mailing Address: PO Box 1327, Chambersburg, PA 17201

Brief history fo the club: Formed in 1961 as the Conocheague
Naturalists. Subsequently affiliated with the National Audubon
Society. Became incorportated in 1989.

Meetings: Meet in Warfield Hall, Wilson College, Chambersburg,
PA at 7:30 PM on the second Monday, September through May
except January when it meets at 6:00 PM in the Park Ave. Church.

Club Publications: 1: “Activities of the Conocheague Audubon
Society” once a year. 2. “Naturally” our newsletter, 5 times each
year. 3. “ Birds of the Cumberland Valley in Franklin County PA”
as needed.

Field Trips: 25+ Fields Trips through the year ranging from one
day outings to three day weekends.. 

Favorite Birding Areas: Pennsylvania: Presque Isle State Park
, Erie, PA; West Virginia: Pocahantas and Pendleton Counties;
New Jersey: Wetlands Institute.

Club Projects: Audubon Adventures in Classrooms, Bluebird
Trail, Speakers Bureau, Breeding Bird Atlas, Hawk Watch, Check
List of Local Birds, Christmas and Migratory Bird Counts, Nature
Film Series, Winter Feeding Station, Science Fair Awards, Rare
Bird Alerts and Educational Exhibits.

Club Website: None

GREATER WYOMING VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY

Mailing Address: Box 535, Dallas, PA 18612

Brief history of the club: Chapter of National Audubon Society
for about 23 years.

Meetings: Programs on third Monday, September through
November; January through April at the Dallas United Methodist
Church, Dallas, PA.

Club Publications: “Valley Views” newsletter five times a year.

Field Trips: 20-25 field trips a year ranging from Kirby Park
Natural Area along the Susquehanna River to excursions to Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary and Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area.

Favorite Birding Areas: Kirby Park Natural Area, Harvey’s
Lakeand Council Cup Overlook.

Club Projects: Christmas Bird Count, Spring and Fall North
American Migration Counts and Beginning Birding Classes.

Club Website: http://clubs.homeearth.com/gwvas/
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The “Red-eyed Birding Tour” 
TEXAS-ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO TRIP

February 7th to 17th, 2003
Dave DeReamus

Seven other PA birders and I
rented a van and took a 10-day, 6300-
mile whirlwind trip to south Texas and
southeastern Arizona that included a
stop at Sandia Crest, New Mexico on
the way back home.  The other seven
were Jason Horn, Rick Wiltraut, Steve
and Devich Farbotnik, Bob Scheibner,
Dave Wilton, and Ben Coulter.
Although we encountered bad weather
at the beginning and end of the trip,
we managed to see almost every target
bird that we went for.  Since it was
Ben's first trip out west, he saw well
over a hundred “lifers”.

Friday, February 7th

We had planned on leaving
around 9 AM, but several inches of
snow fell that morning and delayed our
departure until almost noon.  We
headed for south Texas, driving
through the night and switching
drivers when needed.  The “Red-eyed
Birding Tour” was under way.

Saturday, February 8th

It was getting light as we reached
Louisiana.  Along I-10, we got some
‘highway-speed’ looks at Brown and
American White Pelicans, Great,
Snowy, and Cattle egrets, Greater
White-fronted and Snow geese with a
few smaller Ross' mixed in, Osprey,
Northern Harrier, Loggerhead Shrike,
and Great-tailed Grackle.

Our first planned stop in Texas
was at Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge to look for Whooping Crane.
Several miles before we reached the
refuge, we saw Sandhill Cranes, a Bald
Eagle, Crested Caracaras, and Long-
billed Curlews. At the refuge's
observation tower, we found the 40-
degree temperature and 20-mph wind
to be way too familiar to what we left
at home, but we also found both
pelicans, Great and Snowy egrets,
Little Blue and Tricolored herons,
Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, Lesser
Scaup ,  Common Go ldeneye ,
Bufflehead, Red-breasted Merganser,
Crested Caracara, American Avocet,
Willet, Caspian and Forster's terns,
and 2 Whooping Cranes, which were a

“lifer” for several in our group.
Another stop north of the tower to
check out the bay produced White Ibis,
Roseate Spoonbill, Short-billed
Dowitcher ,  Eastern Phoebe ,
Loggerhead Shrike, and a really nice
look at a Bobcat that sat for a while in
the middle of the road ahead of our
parked van before heading off into the
brush.  From there, we drove straight
through to McAllen where we stayed at
a Microtel motel.

Sunday, February 9th

Our first stop of the morning was
at the University of Texas - Pan
American campus in Edinburgh to look
for the Golden-crowned Warbler that
had been there for over three months.
After searching for close to an hour,
Rick found the bird near the sundial
not far from where the van was
parked.  We all got great looks at the
bird as it methodically went from tree
to tree along the walkway.  We also
saw Blue-headed Vireo and Orange-
crowned and Yellow-rumped warblers
on the campus.

Next, it was off to Bentsen-Rio
Grande State Park.  Birds found
around the picnic area included
Golden-fronted and Ladder-backed
woodpecker, a Northern Beardless-
Tyrannulet, and Black-crested
Titmouse.  The nearby resaca produced
Least and Pied-billed grebe, Blue-
winged Teal, Sora, Common Moorhen,
and Purple Martin; and an Olive
Sparrow was seen at the adjacent bird
blind.  Our walk around the trailer
loop section of the park produced
Osprey, Plain Chachalaca, White-
tipped and Inca doves, Great Kiskadee,
Green Jay, House Wren, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher,
Hermit Thrush, Long-billed Thrasher,
Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped
warblers, Northern Cardinal, Indigo
Bunting, Bronzed Cowbird, Altamira
Oriole, Lesser and American
goldfinches, and great looks at a
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl that Jason
found.   Also, after missing it on two
previous trips, I finally got to see the 2
Clay-colored Robins that were in the
area of the feeding station near Site

#19.
Our next stop was at Anzalduas

County Park.  Over the years, I had
read about many good birds found at
this park, but this was the first time I
had actually visited it.  There, we
successfully found the Greater Pewee
that was a “hotline” bird for south
Texas in addition to Ringed Kingfisher,
Vermilion Flycatcher, Pine Warbler,
and a brief look at a Hook-billed Kite
that flew over the river.

We spent the rest of the day at
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
where we saw Mottled Duck, Harris'
Hawk, Common Pauraque, Rufous
Hummingbird, Golden-fronted
Woodpecker, Vermilion Flycatcher,
Black-crested Titmouse, and a Tropical
Parula that was singing near the site
of the old manager's  residence.  Other
birds seen there included Sora,
Common Moorhen, Common Snipe,
American Pipit, Loggerhead Shrike,
White-eyed Vireo, and Orange-crowned
and Black-throated Green warbler.
Out of daylight, we headed back to the
same McAllen motel where we stayed
the night before.

Monday, February 10th

By first light, we stationed
ourselves at the corner of North 10th
Street and Violet Avenue in McAllen.
The noisy Great-tailed Grackles lined
the wires along 10th Street for blocks
in both directions and, as sunrise
neared, hundreds of Green Parakeets
left their roosts to begin their day.

Our next objective was to visit
Allen William's residence at 750 W.
Sam Houston Boulevard in the town of
Pharr.  There, we got good looks at the
secretive Blue Mockingbird that had
been seen there since around
Thanksgiving.  Other birds that were
seen there while waiting for the
mockingbird to appear included a great
look at an adult Gray Hawk, Plain
Chachalaca, Inca Dove, Rufous and
Buff-bellied hummingbird, Great
Kiskadee, Black-crested Titmouse,
Curve-billed Thrasher, Orange-
crowned and Black-throated Green
warbler, Lesser Goldfinch, and an
Eastern Screech-Owl that peered from
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a hole in a tree in the front yard.
Then, it was off to Brownsville to

visit the Sabal Palm Sanctuary.
There, we found Least Grebe, Anhinga,
Osprey, Harris' Hawk, Plain
Chachalaca, White-tipped Dove, Green
Kingfisher, Golden-fronted and
Ladder-backed woodpecker, Great
Kiskadee, Couch's Kingbird, Green
Jay, Black-crested Titmouse, Long-
billed Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing,
White-eyed and Blue-headed vireo,
Lincoln's and Olive sparrow, Altamira
Oriole, and warblers that included
Pine, Wilson's, Yellow-rumped,
Orange-crowned, and Black-throated
Green.

On the way to Laguna Atascosa
National Wildlife Refuge, we saw a
pair of White-tailed Kites along Road
1847.  The auto-tour loop at the refuge
produced American White Pelican,
Reddish Egret, White Ibis, Blue-
winged Teal, Northern Shoveler,
Northern Harrier, Harris' Hawk,
Crested Caracara, Merlin, Sandhill
Crane, Black-necked Stilt, Willet,
Long-billed Curlew, a Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Greater Roadrunner,
Belted Kingfisher, and excellent looks
at a pair of White-tailed Hawks, but we
never found any of the released
Aplomado Falcons.  As darkness fell,
we drove west and checked into the
Fort Ringgold Motel in Rio Grande
City.

Tuesday, February 11th

The Salineno section of the Rio
Grande River was our first stop.
Although we never saw Muscovy Duck
and Red-billed Pigeon, we did find
eleven species of raptors that included
both vultures, Osprey, Crested
Caracara, American Kestrel, and
Sharp-shinned, Harris', Gray, Red-
shouldered, White-tailed, and Zone-
tailed hawks.  Other birds seen along
the river included American White
Pelican, Neotropic Cormorant, Greater
White-fronted Goose, Mottled Duck,
Canvasback, Bufflehead, Laughing
Gull, Caspian Tern, Ringed and Green
kingfisher, Great Kiskadee, and Olive
Sparrow.  The nearby feeders at the
top of the riverbank produced White-
winged, White-tipped, and Inca doves,
Common Ground-Dove, Green Jay,
Black-crested Titmouse, Bewick's
Wren, Lincoln's Sparrow, Hooded,
Altamira, and Audubon's orioles, and
Lesser and American goldfinch.

We struck out again with
Muscovy Duck at the Chapeno area of
the river, but we got to see four Brown
Jays in addition to American White
Pelican, Neotropic Cormorant, Green
and Ringed kingfisher, Black Phoebe,
Great Kiskadee, Green Jay, Verdin,
Pyrrhuloxia, Lark Sparrow, and
Altamira Oriole.

At the Falcon Dam spillway, we
spotted Osprey, Harris' Hawk, Crested
Caracara, and saw a Peregrine Falcon
and Chihuahuan Ravens on the way
there.

Our next stop was the area next
to the library in Zapata where, after
some searching, we got fairly long and
close looks at a White-collared
Seedeater along the edge of the reeds.
We left Zapata and set our sights on
Arizona. Along the road on the way up
to I-10, we saw Crested Caracara, a
few Great-horned Owls, Cave Swallows
under a highway overpass, and six
Harris' Hawk on one telephone pole!

Wednesday, February 12th

After driving all night through
west Texas and New Mexico, we
reached Arizona just before daybreak.
At Mrs. Paton's feeders and the
surrounding area, we saw Gambel's
Q u a i l ,  I n c a  D o v e ,  A n n a ' s
Hummingbird, Acorn, Gila, and
Ladder-backed woodpeckers, Red-
naped Sapsucker, “Red-shafted”
Flicker, Bridled Titmouse, Curve-billed
Thrasher, Green-tailed and Canyon
towhees, and White-crowned Sparrow.

At Patagonia Lake State Park, we
were able to hear and then find the
pair of Black-capped Gnatcatchers
along the dry wash at the east end of
the lake.  Other birds found at the
lake's east end included Gray and
Hammond's Flycatcher, Black Phoebe,
Bridled Titmouse, Bewick's Wren,
Pyrrhuloxia, Black-throated Sparrow,
and a small group of electric-blue
Mountain Bluebirds.  The lake itself
held Cinnamon Teal, Lesser Scaup,
Bufflehead, Common Merganser,
Ruddy Duck, Virginia Rail, and
American Coot. Say's Phoebes were
seen in the area of the campground's
restrooms.

Next, we visited the San Rafael
Grasslands where we saw White-tailed
Kite, Northern Harrier, Ferruginous
Hawk, Merlin, Prairie Falcon, Short-
eared Owl, Horned Lark, Chestnut-
co l lared  Longspur ,  Eastern

Meadowlark, Vesper and Savannah
sparrow, and a single Baird's Sparrow
that was a real challenge to get to see
well in the high grass.

We stopped back at Mrs. Paton's
to hopefully see the Ruddy Ground-
Dove that had been sporadically
reported there, but it never showed.
Then, it was off to the town of
Continental where we spent the night
at the Best Western.

Thursday, February 13th

We awoke to a pouring rain and
headed to Florida Canyon where the
Rufous-backed Robin was being
regularly seen.  The problem was that
it was being seen coming to water tank
to get a drink.  Obviously, it didn't
have to do that if it was raining.
During the few hours we spent there,
we found Acorn and Gila woodpecker,
Western Scrub-Jay, Common Raven,
Bewick's Wren, Western Bluebird,
Hermit Thrush, Curve-billed Thrasher,
Northern Cardinal, Spotted and
Canyon towhee, White-crowned
Sparrow, and American Robin, but no
Rufous-backed.

On the way back down to
Continental, the rain stopped and the
sun broke through.  Several
Phainopeplas were seen along the
road.  In the dry wash across from
Continental's Feedlot Café, we got
great looks at Anna's Hummingbird,
Cactus Wren, Brewer's and Lark
sparrow, and Rufous-winged Sparrow,
a bird that I had missed on my only
other trip to southeastern Arizona back
in 1987. We also saw Gambel's Quail,
Acorn and Gila woodpecker, “Red-
shafted” Flicker, Curve-billed
T h r a s h e r ,  C e d a r  W a x w i n g ,
Phainopepla, Pyrrhuloxia, Bullock's
Oriole, Lesser Goldfinch, and the
Lewis' Woodpecker that had been a
regular ‘hotline’ bird in that area.

Across the road from the
abandoned Pima County maintenance
yard on Old Nogales Highway, we
found Verdin and several Lawrence's
Goldfinches just before the rain started
again.

Leaving Continental, we drove up
to Madera Canyon to check out the
feeders. There, we found a male
Magnificent Hummingbird, Mexican
Jay, Painted Redstart, “Gray-headed”
and “Pink-sided” Juncos, Cassin's
Finch, and Pine Siskin.  A little farther
up the canyon at the Chuparosa Inn,
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we saw another male Magnificent
Hummingbird, Mexican Jay, Yellow-
eyed Junco, and Cassin's Finch.  As it
got dark, we made several owling stops
and heard Whiskered Screech-Owl and
Northern Pygmy-Owl, but couldn't
manage looks at either one.

Friday, February 14th

After spending another night at
the Best Western, we decided to take
another shot at the Rufous-backed
Robin since it wasn't raining.  Again,
we had no luck although we did find
Mexican Jay, Cactus Wren, and
Hutton's Vireo in addition to the birds
we had seen there the day before. 

After some discussion, we decided
to head towards Phoenix to try for
some  Ruddy Ground-Doves and
another Rufous-backed Robin that
were reported on Tucson's Rare Bird
Alert.  A quick stop along the way at
the San Xavier Mission produced
Burrowing Owl.  Exiting I-10 at Red
Rock, we drove south on Sasco Road to
a huge cattle feedlot to look for the
reported Ruddy Ground-Doves.
Walking around the entire area
produced Northern Harrier, Prairie
Falcon, Killdeer, Inca Dove, a few
Eurasian Collared-Doves, Chihuahuan
Raven, Pyrrhuloxia, White-crowned
and Vesper sparrow, Lark Bunting,
Western Meadowlark, and Yellow-
headed and Brewer's Blackbirds.  It
was starting to look grim as we
approached an intersection at the
southeast corner of the feedlot.  There,
I saw several Ground-Doves fly off the
road into the mesquite including one
that looked extremely rufous.  After
patiently waiting and watching, we
finally managed to get excellent looks
at several Ruddy Ground-Doves among
some Common Ground-Doves, which
gave us a nice comparison between the
two.  This was doubly great because a
thunderstorm was approaching and
the close lightning was increasingly
stealing away our attention.

Next, we headed for the Boyce
Thompson Arboretum, getting a fairly
close look at a Prairie Falcon along the
way.  After about a half-hour of
searching at the arboretum, we got
great looks at the Rufous-backed Robin
near the creek just east of the Herb
Garden.  Other birds found there
included White-winged Dove, Anna's
Hummingbird, Canyon Wren, Curve-
billed Thrasher, Northern Cardinal,

and Spotted and Abert's towhee.
Thinking back on the day, Rick noted
that we had seen seven species of doves
in one day!  From there, we drove up to
I-40 and took it east to Albuquerque,
New Mexico where we checked into a
Motel 6 well after midnight for a whole
four hours of sleep.

Saturday, February 15th

Our morning objective was to
head up to the top of Sandia Crest
(10,678 feet in elevation) and look for
the Rosy Finches that have been
spending the last several winters
visiting the feeders at the Crest House.
We stopped about halfway up at the
Sandia Ski Basin to look for the
Northern Pygmy-Owl that was
sporadically being seen there.  We had
no luck with the owl, but did find
Steller's Jay and Mountain Chickadee.
By the time we reached the very top of
the road, we were enshrouded in fog.
A little after 8:00, a large group of Rosy
Finches popped out of the fog and
descended on the feeders. There, in one
feeding tray, were Gray-crowned,
Brown-capped, and Black Rosy finches
including at least three Gray-crowneds
of the “Hepburn's” race. Also seen at
the feeders were Hairy Woodpecker,
Mountain Chickadee, Red-breasted
and White-breasted nuthatch, and
“Gray-headed” Junco.  On our way
back down the mountain, a second try
for the owl at the ski basin faired no
better than our first.

Hopping back on I-40, it was off to
the Texas panhandle to take a long
shot at finding Lesser Prairie-Chicken
before it got dark.  Finding them when
they're not at a lek is very improbable,
so we weren't too disappointed when
we didn't see any.

At Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, we
encountered freezing drizzle and found
accidents at almost every overpass.
We averaged between 30 and 40 miles
per hour for the next 100 miles. 

Sunday, February 16th

Eventually, the freezing rain
turned to snow as we crossed through
Missouri. We took a slight detour off of
I-270 and found several Eurasian Tree
Sparrows at a backyard feeder in the
West Alton area, just north of Saint
Louis.

By now, we were hearing reports
of a major snowstorm that was moving

up the East Coast.  We were hoping
that we'd be able to get home before
the storm hit, but that wasn't the case.
The farther east we went, the harder it
snowed and the worse the roads got.
We saw at least 80 vehicles that had
either slid off the road or crashed.  By
the time we reached Zanesville, Ohio,
we had no choice but to get a motel and
hope that the weather would improve.

We got a room at a Super 8 motel
and stocked up on snacks at a local
convenience store since all other
businesses in the area were already
closed down. We later heard that the
state police were fining people who
didn't get off the roads and get a motel.

Monday, February 17th

By the next morning, the snow
had stopped.  Eastern Ohio's stretch of
I-70 was still snow-covered, but once
we got into Pennsylvania, we found a
big improvement.  The Pennsylvania
Turnpike was in amazingly great
shape, bare in most places.  We
eventually made it home by late
evening, where we found the area
covered with about 18 inches of snow.
Despite the tricky driving conditions at
the beginning and end of our trip, it
was a great one.  I personally saw or
heard a total of 223 species during the
trip, of which 9 were “lifers” for me.

20 Marywood Lane
Easton, PA 18042
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Banding locations for the records shown in this article.

Banding Records from Pennsylvania
Part 6 – Corvids

Franklin C. Haas

This is the sixth in a series of
articles appearing in Pennsylva-
nia Birds concerning the
distribution of recoveries of birds
either (1) banded in Pennsylvania
and recovered elsewhere or (2)
banded elsewhere and recovered in
Pennsylvania.

The data used were supplied
by the Bird Banding Laboratory of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Laurel Maryland, and is current to
November 2002. When reading the
maps, keep in mind the following:

1. Less than 5 percent of band-
ed birds are recovered.

2. There are more recoveries
from populated areas than from
non-populated areas.

3. Birds that were both
banded and recovered in
Pennsylvania are not shown on
the maps, although they may be re-
ferred to in some of the comments.
Some species for which all banding
and recoveries were inside
Pennsylvania are given special
treatment.

4. O represents the location
that a bird banded in Pennsylvania

was recovered.

5. > represents the location
that a bird recovered in
Pennsylvania was banded.

6. In some cases, one symbol
represents more than one bird
banded/recovered (Cape May, N.J.,
for instance).

Total Numbers

The total number of
recovered birds for each species
either banded and/or recovered in
Pennsylvania (including those both
banded and recovered in the state)
are as follows.

Species Number

Blue Jay 1026
Common Crow 138
Common Raven 11

The records of greatest distance
or time span are cited individually.

Acknowledgements:

I would like to thank the Bird
Banding Laboratory for their
assistance in sending me the data
and answering questions concern-
ing same.

2469 Hammertown Road
Narvon 17555
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BLUE JAY

A bird banded in Pennsylvania on April 28, 1962
was recovered in Maryland on June 3, 1975 (13.1
Years).

BLUE JAY

> Recoveries in Pennsylvania

See Chart

O Birds recovered elsewhere

See Chart

State • Recovered in
PA

 Banded in PA

AL 3

CT 5 12

DC 1

DE 3 8

GA 5

MA 9 17

MD 17 4

ME 5 4

MI 1

NB 2

NC 4 8

NH 4 5

NJ 34 41

NY 26 47

OH 5 1

ON 5 2

RI 3

SC 9

TN 1

VA 5 5

VT 2 2

WV 7 1
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COMMON CROW

COMMON CROW

> Recoveries in Pennsylvania

1 from Massachusetts, 2 from New Jersey, 1 from
New York, 3 from Quebec.

O Birds recovered elsewhere

2 in New Jersey, 4 in New York, 1 in Ohio, 1 in
Ontario, 9 in Quebec, 4 in West Virginia

A bird banded in New York on June 5, 1989 was
recovered in Pennsylvania on March 1, 1996 (6.7 years).

COMMON RAVEN

COMMON RAVEN

All birds were banded
a n d  r e c o v e r e d  i n
Pennsylvania.

Î The bird banded in
Union County on April 16,
1971 was recovered in
Allegheny County on March
7, 1972.

Ï A bird banded in Elk
County on April 14, 1985 was
recovered in Elk County on
June 1, 1991 (6.1 Years).

NOTE: The lines connecting the
banding and recovery locations
are for reference only and do not
signify the path taken by the
individual bird to arrive at that
location.
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BOOK REVIEW
Gene Wilhelm

SIBLEY’S BIRDING BASICS. Written
and illustrated by David Allen Sibley.
154 pp. with more than 125 full color
illustrations, including front cover image
of a male Broad-tailed Hummingbird,
front flap image of a Greater Yellowlegs,
inside front and rear cover images of  a
Song Sparrow with representative
feathers and details of head feather
arrangement + head patterns of 4 song
birds and back cover image of a Great
Egret.  Published by Alfred A. Knopf,
New York; printed and bound by Artes
Graficas Toledo, Toledo, Spain.  2002.
$15.95 in USA bookstores.

This concise (154 pages), beautifully
illustrated (125 full color illustrations and
many pen and ink sketches as only Sibley
can do), to the point (the challenges of
bird identification) book should be a
MUST addition to current bird-watchers’,
birders’ and field ornithologists’ libraries.
Although often used synonymously, these
three groups differ in degree in studying
birds.  Bird-watchers simply observe wild
birds in their natural habitat no matter
where they are.  Bird-watching is a
“hobby” or pass time enjoyed mostly at
home.  Birders, on the other hand, are
more involved in being able to identify
various species, recognize bird behavior
and other traits of our feathered friends,
and appreciate each species’ unique place
in the scheme of things.  Most birders
start their “sport” of birding at or near
home but sooner or later travel afar.
Finally, field ornithologists are
professional biological scientists who
study birds and their ecology in detail
and pose many scientific questions, such
as the mystery of migration, to be
a n s w e r e d  t h r o u g h  s c i e n t i f i c
investigations afield and in the
laboratory.  Yet, all three groups are
interested in bird identification to a
lesser or greater degree.

As Sibley says (p. 3): “Bird
identification in the real world is far more
than just matching a picture to a bird. .
.compounded by the challenge of seeing
and interpreting the details in the first
place. . . .

This book is about interpreting
what you see and hear in order to make
better judgments.  Most birds are easily
identified – the trick is to know how to
gather and weigh the evidence.  The
experts of bird identification do not have
heightened senses as much as a better
understanding of what they are seeing
and knowledge of what they should be
seeing.”

Indeed, the single most important
problem for beginning birders in field
identification is the tendency to rush
immediately upon seeing a new bird to a
field guide “to find the bird.”  I have
taught beginning birding workshops and
field ornithology courses for 30 years and
must continually stress that birders look
at the bird for as long as one can,
mentally and/or physically noting
important details, such as size, shape
color, pattern, voice, behavior, field
marks and other traits. Birding is a life-
long process of bird identification with
the role of the field guide acting as a final
“fine tuning” in the process.

I disagree with Sibley, however,
about his statement that experts of bird
identification do not have heightened
senses as much as a better understanding
of what they are seeing and should be
observing.  I know too many excellent
birders and field ornithologists who
possess exceptionally keen senses,
attributed by them and their physicians
to good physiology, health and their
starting birding in their youth.  Roger
Tory Peterson, for many decades the dean
of ornithology in the United States, is a
model example here, being a keen birder
all his life.  Even when he was recovering
from cataract operations, Roger’s bird
identification by voice was excellent.

Contents of the book include: 1.
Getting Started,  2. Finding Birds, 3. The
Challenges of Bird Identification,  4.
Misidentification,  5. Identifying Rare
Birds, 6. Taxonomy,  7. Using Behavioral
Cues, 8. Voice,  9. Understanding
Feathers, 10. Feather Arrangement and
Color Patterns, 11. Structure of Tail and
Wings,  12. Bare Parts, 13.  Molt,  14.
Feather Wear, 15. Age Variation, and 16.
Ethics and Conservation.  Latin names
for species mentioned in the text are at
the end of the book in alphabetical order
followed by five blank pages for writing
personal notes.

The only minor criticism I have
about the book’s contents is its
arrangement.  Because feathers are
unique to birds, I start with feathers,
structure, parts and taxonomy of birds in
my course.  Sibley does such an
extraordinary interpretation of feathers,
in fact, that any reader will get “hooked”
on birds after seeing his colorful
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .   S i b l e y  d r aw s
representative feathers from different
parts of the body of a bird (p. 77), noting
that these feathers are specialized for
different functions. Likewise, pp. 84-91
contain wonderful illustrations of feather

groups of passerines (Song Sparrow and
Varied Thrush) on the ground and in the
air with all body parts identified.  Non-
passerine species are represented by Red-
tailed Hawk, Great Blue Heron, Canada
Goose, Northern Pintail, Blue-winged
Teal, Western Sandpiper, Short-billed
Dowitcher, Bonaparte’s Gull, Eastern
Screech Owl, Downy Woodpecker, and
Rufous Hummingbird and receive the
same wonderful treatment of feather
groups illustrating how much all birds
share in common.

In BIRDING BASICS, Sibley is
concerned not so much with species as
with the general characteristics that
influence the appearance of all birds and
thus give us the clues to their identity.

He painstakingly thought through
all the necessary skills, methods and
techniques that enable him to identify a
bird in the few moments it is visible.  He
then shares that information,
accumulated over  many years of field
experience, integrating an explanation of
the identification process with many
painted and drawn images of details
(such as a feather) or concepts.

As stated on the inside back flap of
the book: “This scientifically precise,
beautifully illustrated volume distills the
essence of David Sibley’s own experience
and skills, providing a solid introduction
to “naming” the birds.  With Sibley as
your guide, when you learn how to
interpret what the feathers, the
anatomical structure, the sounds of a bird
tell you – when you know the clues that
show you why there’s no such thing as
“just a duck” – birding will be more fun,
and more meaningful.”  In fact, I was
pleased to see that Sibley ended his book
with this conservation statement (p. 149):

“Bird populations of many species
are declining and face multiple threats,
including habitat loss, pesticides, and
predation by house cats.  As birders we
are in a unique position to see and
document these problems – and to help
f ind solutions.   Live in an
environmentally friendly way.  Encourage
other people to see the beauty and value
of birds and a healthy environment.
Support habitat preservation.  Work
locally.  Your support of local, national,
and international conservation
organizations is also important.”

I fully concur as do the many
members of the Pennsylvania Society for
Ornithology.

513 Kelly Blvd.
Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145
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Summary of the Season - Winter 2003
Douglas Kibbe and Roberta Zwier

Perhaps the past winter was
more remarkable for what was not
found than for the scattered array
of rarities which diligent observers
succeeded in finding.  The absence
of winter finches, irruptic species,
and half-hardy birds was by far the
dominant feature of the past
season.

The principal factors that
influenced the winter abundance
and survival of birds at or near the
northern edge of their winter range
were all stacked against the birds
this past winter.  As we indicated
in the fall report, wild food supplies
were considered generally poor in
the state, a fact which induced
most half hardy species to abandon
the state.  The heavy snow cover,
harsh weather including ice
storms, severe cold, and poor food
crop severely depressed those
species which we have, in the
recent string of mild winters, come
to expect in numbers.  American
Robins, for example, were about a
quarter as abundant as the
previous winter.  Their scarcity

was presumably food related as
their diminished numbers were
evident even before winter began in
earnest.

Nonetheless, there were
several late records set and local
population of some species
considered to be weather sensitive,
e.g., Carolina Wrens, were, it
appears, only slightly affected.
Among the more notable late
reports were the Northern
Gannet through December 3 at
Presque Isle, a Purple Sandpiper
there on December 14, the Rufous
Hummingbird in Delaware
County until December 13, and a
Black-throated Green Warbler
in Bucks County until December
22.  Only the latter is a possible
record late date.

Other interesting sightings
included a Harlequin Duck in
Huntington County and a
Barrow’s Goldeneye in Bucks
County.  Bucks, as usual, was a
hotbed of winter activity, hosting a
Painted Bunting, up to four
Thayer’s Gulls and probably a 

substantial portion of the nation’s
Lesser-black Backed Gulls.

The first signs of this winter’s
invasion of Red-necked Grebe,
although generally believed to have
consisted of birds originally forced
off the Great Lakes by ice buildup,
was first noted on the Delaware
River off Tullytown.  Only Erie
County rivals Bucks as a winter
hotspot.

Among the many interesting
sightings from the northwestern
corner of the state were a
California Gull and Bohemian
Waxwing.  The latter were only
slightly rarer this past winter than
other irruptic winter species, e.g.
redpolls and crossbills. Clearly
some other area of the continent
provided better provisions for these
potential winter visitors than
Pennsylvania did this past winter.

ENSR Consulting
2005 West Cabot Blvd.
Langhorne, PA 19047

20 Highland Avenue
Pompton Plains, NJ 07444

Birds of Note - December 2002 through February 2003
(Species not expected or reported in fewer than five counties this period)

Rare and unusual sightings for which details have been submitted
will be reviewed by the Pennsylvania Ornithological Records
Committee. “No desc” means no description of the bird was
submitted.

Birds in Italics are uncommon, but occur most years.
Birds Underlined occur at least 4 to 7 out of 10 years.
Italic/Underlined occur fewer than 4 out of 10 years.

Red-throated Loon - Beaver: 1 on 2/26 and 2/28 on the
Beaver River at Bridgewater (John Yuhaniak, Scott
Kinzie, Neil Nolderman, Mark Vass, Walt Shaffer, Dana
Shaffer, Pat Lynch, Linda Spoorer); Bucks: 1 on 2/21-22
on  the Delaware River at Bristol (Devich Farbotnik); 1
on 2/28 at Mud Island (Paul Driver); Erie: 15 on 1/10 at
Presque Isle State Park., 24 on 1/12 flying past Sunset
Point (Jerry McWilliams).  These are late dates for the
county.  

Eared Grebe - Erie: 2 through the end of the fall season
until 12/2 at Presque Isle State Park (Ben Coulter).  

Northern Gannet - Erie: 2 from the end of the fall season

until 12/3 at Presque Isle State Park (Jerry McWilliams,
Ben Coulter).  

Great Cormorant - Bucks: present on the on the southern
Del. R. as usual all winter (Devich Farbotnik, Matt
Sharp), Philadelphia: 39 on the Del. R.on 2/2 (Matt
Sharp). 

Great Egret - Erie: one at Fairview on 12/8 remained to 1/15
for the latest winter egret ever recorded in western
Pennsylvania.(Jerry McWilliams).

Green Heron - Cumberland: one on the Harrisburg CBC,
12/14. 

Greater White-fronted Goose - Berks:one at Lake
Ontelaunee 1/26 (Matt Wlasniewski), Bucks: one at
Peace Valley Park was last reported 1/12 (Dave Wilton,
Devich Farbotnik), Chester: one at Marsh Creek S.P.
from 1/20 to end of February (Larry Lewis), Lancaster:
one along Nolt Road in New Holland (Jonathan Heller).

Ross’s Goose - Berks: 1 on 1/18-26 at Lake Ontelaunee,
(Rudy Keller, Devich Farbotnik, Steve Fordyce, Matt
Wlasniewski); Bucks: 1 12/7-14 at Peace Valley Park
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(Chuck Crunkleton, Elaine Ryan).  This is the 8th county
record for this species; Lancaster/Lebanon: 12/21 at
Muddy Run Pumped Storage Area MC (Jonathan
Heller),  5 at Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area
on 1/4 (Dave Wilton); 1 at Middle Creek Wildlife
Management Area 1/11.

Brant - one at Peace Valley Park on 12/8 (Nick Zahn,  Henry
D'Allesandro). 

Greater Scaup - Armstrong: 2 on 2/28 at Keystone Power
Plant (Margaret Higbee, Roger Highboy); Butler: 2 on
12/21 at Lake Arthur (Debra Yovanovich); Chester: 1
from the first week in February through 2/26 at Marsh
Creek (Eleanor Wolf).  

King/Common Eider - Erie: 1 on 12/10 at Presque Isle State
Park (Jerry McWilliams). 

Harlequin Duck - Huntington: 1 female from 1/26-2/9 in the
Raystown Branch of the Juniata River (Greg Grove, David
Kyler, Trudy Kyler).  This is the first record for the county
and documentation has been submitted to PORC. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye - Bucks: 1 female on 1/1 at Yardley
(Devich Farbotnik, no doc.).  This is the 4th county
record for the species.  

Surf Scoter - Bucks: 1 on 1/2 on the Delaware River at
Bristol. This is a new late date for the county; Erie: 3
until 1/9 at Presque Isle State Park (Ben Coulter);
Luzerne: 1 on 12/26 at Harvey’s Lake; Wyoming: 3 on
12/16 on the river at South Eaton (William Reid).  

Black Scoter - Bucks: 1 on 12/8 at Peace Valley Park
(Devich Farbotnik). This is a new late date for the
county; Erie: 2 on 1/1-2 at Presque Isle State Park (Ben
Coulter). 

Common Moorhen - Philadelphia: 1 on 12/14 at John Heinz
National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum (Robert Miller).

Purple Sandpiper - Erie: 1 on 12/14 at Presque Isle State
Park (Adam Troyer).  

California Gull - Erie: 1 on 12/24 at Presque Isle State Park
(Rick Fridell, no doc.). 

Thayer’s Gull - Bucks: 4 on 12/1 at the Penn-Warner Tract
and 4 on 1/25 at Tullytown (Matt Sharp).  

Iceland Gull - Bucks: 15 on 1/25, 1/31, and 2/8 at Tullytown
(Matt Sharp).  1 on 12/22 at Peace Valley Park (Ian
Baldock); Erie: 1 from 12/9-14 at Presque Isle State
Park (Jerry McWilliams, Ben Coulter). 

Glaucous Gull - Bucks: 7 on 2/8 at Tullytown (MS); Erie: 1
on 12/1 at Presque Isle State Park (Joyce Hoffman), 1
on 1/13 at Presque Isle State Park (Ben Coulter).  

Snowy Owl - Dauphin: 1 on 2/21 near Hershey Medical
Center (SR).  1 on 2/25 in South Hanover Township
(Bernie Crist); Monroe: 1 on 1/11 in Broadheadsville
(Claus Herrmann).

Rufous Hummingbird - Delaware: 1 from the end of the fall
season through 12/13 (Phyllis Fingerhood).

Varied Thrush - Erie: one made periodic visits to a feeding
station in McKean on 1/1-2 and 2/4 & 2/9 (Sam Stull,
Barbara Mitchell).

Bohemian Waxwing - Erie: 1 from 1/28-2/6 Lake City (Rick
Kreider).

Orange-crowned Warbler - Bucks: 1 during the S-CBC;
Montgomery: 1 on 12/7 at the Pennypack Watershed
(Paul Driver). 

Black-throated Green Warbler - Bucks: 1 from 12/14-

12/22 at the Penn-Warner Tract (Rick Mellon).  This is
a new late date for the county.

Yellow-throated Warbler - Lancaster: 1 on 12/17 at Muddy
Run Wissler’s Run (Peter Robinson). 

Pine Warbler - Berks: 1 from 1/15 through the end of the
quarter on the Sensory Trail at Blue Marsh Lake (Joan
Silagy, m. obs.); Chester: 1 during the 1st week of
February at Coatesville Reservoir (Larry Lewis);
Delaware: 1 at Ridley Creek State Park.  

Common Yellowthroat - Philadelphia: one in Byberry on
1/11 (Tim McFaddin)

Clay-colored Sparrow - Berks: 1 from 12/25-2/1 at a feeder
near Leesport (Dean Kendall); Crawford: 1 from 1/12-
2/8 at RFL’s feeder (Ronald F. Leberman).  This is the
2nd or 3rd winter record for northwestern Pennsylvania
nad only 2nd record for Crawford County.  The bird was
netted, banded, and released on 1/25.

Lincoln’s Sparrow - Allegheny: 1 from 2/16-23 at a feeder
in McCandles Township (Margie Kern); Bucks: 1 on
12/21 at Peace Valley Park, for the 2nd December report
(Ron French).  The bird remained at Peace Valley Park
though January and February, marking the first record
for each month. Butler: 1 on 12/21 on the Butler Co.
CBC

Black-headed Grosbeak - Lancaster: 1 on 12/15 during the
Solanco CBC (Frank Haas, Barb Haas) and on 12/17
(m. obs.).  The bird was at the feeder of Dale and
Maxine Montgomery for at least a week prior to the
week of 12/15.   

Painted Bunting - Bucks: 1 male from mid-December
through 2/16 in the Lower Makefield Township,
Wrightstown and Morrisville areas (Tom and Jane
Cooper, Martin, Francis, and Jesse Nankin, Suzanne
Horlacher, Forrest and Mary Coburn).  The bird was
observed several times in multiple locations.  See the
county compiler’s notes for details on sightings and
locations.  

Baltimore Oriole - Bucks: 1 on 12/9 (Gail Hill), 1/11 (Mark
Evans), and 2/18 (Cameron Rutt) at Peace Valley Park;
Cambria: 1 on 12/2 at Dave Gobert’s feeder (Dave
Gobert); Delaware: 1 from 12/27-1/10 at a Media
feeder (Doris McGovern).  

Yellow-headed Blackbird - Lancaster: 2 or 3 from 12/19-21
in the southern part of the county (Dave Wilton,
Jonathan Heller, Jason Horn, no doc.).  

Brewer’s Blackbird - Cambria: 1 on 1/31 at Elton, PA (Ross
Gallardy).  Documentation has been submitted to
PORC);  Clarion: One 12/7 at Shippenville (Joyce
Hoffman and Dave Wilton); Indiana: 1 on 12/25 at a
feeder near Yellow Creek (Pat Andrascik, no doc.).
This is the 5th county record. 

Common Redpoll - Bucks: 1 on 12/15 at Nockamixon State
Park (George Carmichael); Luzerne: unreported number
on 12/29 at Rickets Glen State Park; Wyoming: 3 on
12/5 at South Eaton (William Reid).

Red Crossbill - Wyoming: 3 on 1/16 in Tunkhannock
Township (William Reid).
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Local Notes - Dec 2002 through Feb 2003
Adams County

No Report
Compiler: Peter Robinson, PO Box 482, Hanover,

17331, (717) 632-8462, pabirder@hotmail.com

Allegheny County

Locations: Imperial (IMP), McKees Rocks (MKSR),
Monongahela River (MR), Ohio River (OR)

Double-crested Cormorants were reported in the
area from December to February. The highest count was 6 at
MKSR on the OR. A group of 15 Great Blue Herons were
seen at Brunot’s Island on the OR 12/23 (PB). Red-necked
Grebes were a great find during a fallout on 2/28. Two were
at MKSR (CT), and 1 was found at the Dashields Dam (DW,
JH), both on the OR. The only Horned Grebe reports were
1 on 2/6 and 2 on 2/18 on the OR (PB). Pied-billed Grebes
were reported 12/28 (JR, JG, MG), and 2/23 at MSKR (SK).
One was also seen on the Allegheny River 1/23 (PB).

We had a good variety of waterfowl during the reporting
period. A flock of at least 50 Tundra Swans were seen in
flight over Pittsburgh 12/3 (KSJ), and 55 were seen flying
over Monroeville 12/5 (GMT). A Mute Swan was found at
IMP 12/24 (MF) and remained there until 1/12 (m obs.). On a
small pond in Clinton, a Ring-necked Duck and a
Canvasback were present 12/24-26 (CT, SV), and 2
Northern Pintail were there 12/26 (CT). Three
Canvasbacks were at Riverfront Park along the MR 1/26
(CM, FM), and 1 was there 2/2 (MV, CK). A good count of 4
Redhead were at Duck Hollow on the MR 1/28 (PB); 1 was
there 1/26 (WS, DS), and 2 were at Dashields Dam on 1/28
(GM). Four Ruddy Ducks were at MKSR 12/24 (CT, SV). A
White-winged Scoter and 2 Long-tailed Ducks were
excellent finds at Harmar Township on the Allegheny River
1/30 (DW). The scoter remained until 1/31 (JV). A Common
Goldeneye was seen 1/25 at the Dashields Dam (MV, BS),
and 2/28 at MKSR (CT). Hooded Mergansers were reported
along the MR and OR with a high count of 18 on 12/28 at
MKSR (JR, JG, MG). A Red-breasted Merganser on 12/13
at Duck Hollow (JS, SS) and 12 at Dashields Dam 2/4 (SK)
were the only reports. A high of 10 Common Mergansers
were seen at Dashields Dam on 1/24 (MV). Four were also
seen at MKSR 12/28 (JR, JG, MG). Small numbers of
Bufflehead were reported from the rivers during the period.

Very uncommon in the county, a Great Black-backed
Gull was found at MKSR 12/24 (CT, SV). Maximum count of
Ring-billed Gulls was 625 on 12/16 at MKSR on the OR
(SK).

A Short-eared Owl was seen at IMP 12/28 (MV).
Several birds spent the winter in fields just over the border in
Washington County. A single female or immature Merlin has
been seen at the roost site in Schenley Park. A Rough-
legged Hawk was a nice surprise at IMP 12/23 (MF), and
was seen again 12/26 (CT). Like the owls, this bird has been
spending most of its time over the border in Washington Co.
An adult and immature Bald Eagle were at the Dashields
Dam area on the OR 1/25 (MV, BS), and on 1/27, 2 adults
were seen at that location (DY). This is becoming a regular
wintering site for eagles. Winter sightings of Red-
shouldered Hawks continue in the county. Two were seen
in Sewickley 1/6 (CK), 2 were in West Deer Twp. 2/6 (DY),
and 1 was seen regulary in Pine Twp. during the period (PL,

SL). A Northern Goshawk was a great fly over bird in Moon
Twp. 2/26 (GM).

Up to 5 American Coots remained in the area through
February; all were reported from the OR. A late Killdeer was
at North Park 12/8 (BM), and a wintering bird was seen up to
2/20 in Moon Twp. (fide PB). A Ring-necked Pheasant was
reported in Crescent Township 2/27 (LS).

Northern Flicker numbers decrease during the winter,
however they were reported regularly during the period from
various locations. There has been a large roost of American
Crows near Frick Park in the East End of Pittsburgh for
several years, and many locals (including non-birders) have
recently taken notice. During the Pittsburgh Christmas Bird
Count, 1,200 were counted leaving the roost at dawn (MVV).
Hundreds can be seen at dusk gathering in the Frick Park
area, or flying over Interstate 376.

A Northern Shrike was a great find at IMP 12/22 (CT).
Despite further searches, the bird was not seen again.
Unusual for December was a Ruby-crowned Kinglet found
on 12/28 in Harmar Twp. (SSN). A Hermit Thrush was a
nice find in Sewickley 12/13 (CK). A good count of 10 Eastern
Bluebirds were there 1/9 (CK). American Robins were
reported in various areas throughout the period with a high
of 40 counted at Moon Twp. 2/27 (GM).

A few wintering Eastern Towhees were reported. Two
were at North Park 12/8 (BM), 1 at Ross Twp. 12/28 (BM), 1
at North Park on 1/4 (BM), 1 in West Deer Twp. on 1/5 (DY),
and 1 from 1/25 –28 in Sewickley (CK). A Fox Sparrow was
a nice feeder visitor in Natrona Heights 1/7 and 2/24 (PH).
White-crowned Sparrow reports were more numerous than
usual. A good count of 5 were seen at Ross Township 12/5
(BM), a great count of 8 were in Jefferson Borough 12/27
(SSN), and 3 were seen 1/26 at a small farm near the Imperial
Strip Mines (WS, DS). White-crowned Sparrows can be
reliably found at this farm in the winter. Lincoln’s and
Swamp Sparrow are also unusual in the winter, but one of
each was found at North Park 12/28 (JV, PL, SL). A
Lincoln’s Sparrow was visiting a feeder in McCandles
Township 2/16-23 (MK).

Unusual were Eastern Meadowlarks wintering in the
area. One was seen at IMP 1/10 (MV) and 3 were there 1/11
(DY). Common Grackles are also unusual in the winter, but
there were two reports: 1 on 12/1 at Natrona Heights, and 3
on 12/21 in Harrison Township (PH). The first spring report
of Common Grackle came from Natrona Heights on 2/25,
where 6 males were seen (PH).

Observers: Mike Fialkovich, 805 Beulah Road, Pittsburgh,
15235, (412) 731-3581, mpfial@sgi.net, Rich Adams, Esther
Allen, Paul Brown, Ron Byrom, Debbie DeFazio, Pam Ferkett, Jim
Gray, Matthew Gray, Walter Hammond, Deborah Hess, Paul Hess,
Joyce Hoffmann, Kate St. John, Margie Kern, Scott Kinzey, Chris
Knoll, Pat Lynch, Sherron Lynch, Bob Machesney, Geoff Malosh,
Glenn Mateson (GMT), Carol McCullough, Fred McCullough, John
Orndorff, Dave Rieger, John Roell, Dana Shaffer, Walt Shaffer,
Sam Sinderson (SSN), Becky Smith, Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon,
Linda Sporrer, Chuck Tague, Steve Thomas, Jim Valimont,
Susanne Varley, Mark Vaas, Mark VanderVen (MVV), Dave
Wilton, Dan Yagusic.

Armstrong County

Locations: Allegheny River (AR), Keystone Reservoir (KR),
Manorville (MV), Rosston (RT)
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The AR was the hotspot for water birds this season.
Three Pied-billed Grebes were noted at RT 12/3 (DV,JV),
and 2 were found at Mosgrove 1/17 (CG,MH). Two Horned
Grebes at KR 1/4 (MH,RH) were last. There were only 4
reports of Great Blue Herons this period with singletons
last noted 12/29 (KSJ) at Crooked Creek and 1/8 (JV) at RT.
High Canada Goose tally was 347 on the AR 1/18
(TB,CG,DL,AM,SS). Three to 4 Mute Swans were observed
at RT (JV) throughout the period. Tundra Swan reports
included 2 at KR 1/4 (MH,RH), 18 at RT 1/29 (JV), and 8 at
MV 1/30 (JV). Two Wood Ducks at MV 1/17 (CG,MH) were
relocated the following day (TB,CG,DL,AM,SS). KR yielded
the last 4 Am. Black Ducks 1/4 (MH,RH), but 2 were found
on the AR 1/18 (TB,CG,DL,AM,SS) and 1 at Keystone Power
Plant 2/28 (MH,RH). Top Mallard counts included 64 at RT
1/17 (CG,MH) and 34 at MV 1/30 (JV). Two Greater Scaup
arrived at Keystone Power Plant 2/28 (MH,RH). Bufflehead
reports included 4 at RT 1/17 (CG,MH) and 1/18
(TB,CG,DL,AM,SS) and 1 at Keystone Power Plant 2/28
(MH,RH). The AR yielded 3 Common Goldeneyes 1/18
(TB,CG,DL,AM,SS); 2 were found at Freeport 2/4 (KJ). Five
Hooded Mergansers lingered at RT 12/3 (DV,JV), the
season’s lone report. Best Common Merganser counts
included 8 at KR 1/4 (MH,RH), 21 at RT 1/7 (JV), and 33 on
the AR 1/18 (TB,CG,DL,AM,SS). A single Red-breasted
Merganser at MV 1/17 (CG,MH) was relocated the following
day (TB,CG,DL,AM,SS). 

Two immature Bald Eagles were found near
Kittanning 1/17 (CG,MH) while KJ noted 2 adults at RT 2/4,
so at least 4 eagles were present in the county. A Northern
Harrier was observed near Elders Ridge 12/24 (RH) and 2/8
(MC). A Sharp-shinned Hawk noted along the AR 1/18
(TB,CG,DL,AM,SS), a Cooper’s Hawk near Elders Ridge
12/24 (RH), and a Red-shouldered Hawk near Apollo 12/25
(MH,RH) were amazingly the lone reports for these species.
Steve Graff’s Winter Raptor Survey yielded 10 Red-tailed
Hawks and 3 Am. Kestrels 2/2.

Wild Turkey maxima included 25 at Crooked Creek
12/28 (JV), an amazing 97 near Elderton 1/14 (MH,RH), and
27 near West Lebanon 1/28 (LH,LHe). Few gulls wintered on
the river with best counts of 6 Ring-billed Gulls at
Kittanning 1/02 (JV) and 13 at Freeport 2/4 (KJ). No Herring
Gulls were reported. A gray morph E. Screech-Owl was
found sunning in a cavity near West Lebanon 1/9 (MH,RH).
Belted Kingfisher was noted only at MV 12/13 (JV,JVa) and
on the AR 1/18 (TB,CG,DL,AM,SS).

Two Common Ravens were listed at Elderton 1/24
(RH). Thirty-three Horned Larks near Dayton 2/3 (SG)
comprised the lone report. Three E. Bluebirds were found
along the AR 1/18 (TB,CG,DL,AM,SS). A N. Mockingbird
was listed at Ford City 1/17 (CG,MH); another was noted near
Elders Ridge 2/8 (MC). A Yellow-rumped Warbler at
Crooked Creek 12/29 (KSJ) was the season’s lone report.
Seven E. Meadowlarks were found near Dayton 2/2 (SG). 

Observers: Margaret and Roger Higbee, RR2, Box 166,
Indiana 15701, (724) 354-3493, Tom Byrnes, Marcy Cunkelman,
Steve Graff, Carol Guba, Len Hess, Linda Hess (LHe), Margaret
Higbee, Roger Higbee, Karen Jackson, Dennis Lauffer, Andrew
McClain, Kate St. John (KSJ), Scott Speedy, Dave Valasek, Joe
Valasek, Josie Valasek (JVa).

Beaver County

Things were quiet until the end of the quarter, when
waterfowl reports were quite good remarkable is the word one

of the contributors used). On 12/28, one Bonaparte’s Gull
was observed at Montgomery Lock and Dam (SKI). A Red-
throated Loon was observed 2/26 and 2/28 on Beaver River
at Bridgewater (JYU, SKI, NNO, MVA, WSH, DSH, PLY,
SLY, LSP). Red-necked Grebes were also present on Beaver
River at Bridgewater one individual on 2/26 (JYU) and a total
of 14 on 2/28 at the same location (JYU, SKI, NNO, MVA,
WSH, DSH, PLY, SLY, LSP).

Observers: Jim Barker 250 Neville Rd., Beaver, 15009,
barkers@access995.com, Scott Kinzie (SKI), Pat Lynch (PLY),
Neil Nolderman (NNO), Dana Shaffer (DSH), Walt Shaffer (WSH),
Linda Spoorer (LSP), Mark Vass (MVA), John Yuhaniak (JYU).

Bedford County
No Report
Compiler: Tom Dick, 123 Hummer Lane,

Cairnbrook,  15924 ,  wetmeadow@aol .com,
thomas102@aol.com

Berks County

Locations: Blue Marsh L. (BML), Hawk Mt. Sanctuary
(HMS), L. Ontelaunee (LO). CBC's: Reading (RCBC) 12/15,
Bernville (BCBC) 12/22, Hamburg (HCBC) 12/29.

Following a warm November that featured lingering
hummingbirds, winter set in quickly, bringing persistent
snowcover and temperatures cold enough to freeze large lakes
by mid-January. In February, LO often held more ice
fishermen than birds, and did not thaw till March.

Both vulture spp. toughed out the winter, with 2 roosts
in the Oley Valley and Washington Twp. containing 100 or
more birds each, Black Vulture in the majority (RK). The
usual wintering waterfowl were found in lower numbers than
in warmer years, and spring migration was delayed till late
February. A Greater White-fronted Goose was briefly at
LO 1/26 (MW). A few thousand Snow Geese were reported,
mostly as flyovers. An adult Ross' Goose was conspicuous
among Canada Geese at LO 1/18-26 (RK,DF,SF,MW).
Among the Canadas at LO 1/11 were many birds of an
intermediate size close to that of Blue Goose, and a small race
bird in the 'Richardson's' size range was there 1/27 (RK).
Trumpeter Swans, 2 ad. and a juv., were reported at BML
1/7,8 (JS,BE), the third consecutive January record. Unlike
the hand fed birds 2 years ago, these birds were wary and
didn't linger. Among the 16 duck spp. at LO were a Mallard
X Black hybrid 12/15-2/2 (RK,MS), a Redhead 2/8 (RK),
single Long-tailed Ducks 12/1 (AC,JG) and 1/11 (RK), 2-4
Common Goldeneyes 1/27-2/9 (AC,JG,RK), and a Red-
breasted Merganser 2/2 (RK). 

The post-season hawk count at HMS 12/16-2/13
(RH,JS,ST) tallied 42 Bald Eagles, with a high of 7 on 1/17,
when 5 birds were in view at once. At least 7 birds were
reported off the ridge this winter. An imm. Northern
Goshawk visited the edge of Reading 12/3 (MS), 5 set a
record on the HCBC, and 9 were counted in the HMS post-
season (fide LG). A Red-shouldered Hawk wintered at LO,
as in some previous years (SF). Near Shartlesville, 27 Red-
tailed Hawks were drawn to chicken carrion spread on a
field 1/27 (KG). Rough-legged Hawks, often fairly common
in previous hard winters, were scarce this year. The BCBC
tallied 2, and a light-morph male was in the Oley Valley 2/2
(RK). Northern Harriers were comparably scarce. Counters
at HMS saw 2 Golden Eagles 1/7 and 1 on 1/14 (fide LG).
Merlins were found on the BCBC (2) and HCBC (new sp.),
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and singles were at HMS 1/7 (fide LG) and near Hamburg 2/8
(DW). A Peregrine Falcon perched in a black locust in the
Oley Valley 2/25 (RK) was interested in Horned Larks on a
nearby manure swath. Only 3 Ruffed Grouse were reported,
2 of those on the Kittatinny (TC). While grouse have crashed,
Wild Turkeys have adapted. Flocks of 40 visit some feeders;
115 were gleaning a field near Pleasantville 1/25 (RK); flocks
of 50 are a common sight in rural and suburban woodlots.
They're big enough to intimidate predators and imposing
enough to stop morning commuter traffic on suburban streets.
Strutting gobblers mug pedestrians. They're poised to become
the Canada Geese of fields and woodlots, and soon municipal
task forces will be formed to deal with 'problem turkeys'.

The only Bonaparte's Gull of the season was seen at
Lo 12/1 (AC,JG,MS). Birders reported 1-4 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls 12/1-1/26, when Great Black-backed Gulls
were also seen, with a high of 13 at LO 1/2 (RK). A Barn Owl
was in its box near Daniel Boone Homestead 12/15 (RB). 

Single Red-headed Woodpeckers were found on all
CBC's, and adults again wintered at traditional nesting sites
near Bowers and Oley (RK,SS,LS). Eastern Phoebes were
found on all CBC's, but none wintered. Thousands of Horned
Larks appeared starting in late December. Birders scanning
the flocks picked out 1 Lapland Longspur in the Oley
Valley 2/8 (RK), 6 near Lyons 2/9 (MW), and 3 near Robesonia
2/27 (JS). Snow Buntings were rare, with a high of 6 near
Lyons 1/4 (KL). Carolina Wrens have seemingly recovered
their 1992 abundance, with 150 setting a record on the
HCBC. Two Winter Wrens and a Gray Catbird were near
Hamburg 1/12 (MW). Kinglets, usually regular in winter,
vacated. More Hermit Thrushes were reported than in
warmer winters, with at least 8 birds found in February.
American. Robins and Eastern Bluebirds remained
common near fruiting plants. A Brown Thrasher visited a
feeder near Bechtelsville for a few days ~2/17,18 (fide JK). A
Pine Warbler survived the winter at a feeder on the Sensory
Trail at BML, eating seeds and suet 1/15 through March (JS,
m.obs.). An Eastern Towhee and a Fox Sparrow
sporadically visited the same feeder. A few more Fox
Sparrows wintered at a feeder near Leesport (DK). This
feeder also hosted an adult Clay-colored Sparrow from
Christmas day till 2/1, when it disappeared for a month, only
to reappear in March (see spring report). A flock of 4 Rusty
Blackbirds appeared in Hamburg 2/21 (KG). The HCBC
tallied 14 Eastern Meadowlarks, and 8 were near
Robesonia 2/9 (EB). A female/imm. plumaged oriole, thought
to have been a Baltimore, ate suet at Keim Orchard near
Boyertown for a few weeks in January (JK).

Observers: Rudy Keller, 71 Lutz Rd., Boyertown, PA 19512,
(610) 845-7310, rkeller@temple.edu ,Ed Barrell, Rich Bonnett,
Tom Clauser, Andy Curtis, Catherine R. Elwell, Bill Etter, Devich
Farbotnik, Steve Fordyce, Laurie Goodrich, Joe Greco, Ellen Grim,
Kerry Grim, Ron Homa, Jean Keim,, Dean Kendall, Joanne
Kintner, Katrina Knight, Ken Lebo, Peter Saenger, Joe Scholtes,
Sue Schmoyer, Joan Silagy, Lee Simpson, Matt Spence, Steve
Thorpe, Bill Uhrich, Matt Wlasniewski, Doug Wood.

Blair County
No Report
No Compiler

Bradford County

It will come as no surprise to anyone if I report that the
winter here was intense in both cold and snowfall.

There have been plenty of Bald Eagles along the
Susquehanna River during the quarter: one 12/31 at Wysox
(TD), the annual Brad. Co. Conservation District Bald Eagle
survey on 1/11 found 11 from the confluence of the Chemung
and Susquehanna Rivers to Homets Ferry (DA, RG, JL, TL,
JP), employees of the Brad. Co. courthouse in Towanda were
treated to Bald Eagle views on the river behind the
courthouse starting 1/26, 2 were seen soaring, chasing and
somersaulting over the Wyalusing Rocks on 2/4 (TG), while
(JR) was treated to 4 on 2/20: 1 adult and 1 immature at
Hornbrook north of the James Street Bridge, and 2 adults at
the Sheshequin Narrows. 

The SE Bradford County Christmas Bird Count
(hereafter called CBC in this report) was graced with a
Northern Goshawk 12/28. An albino Red-tailed Hawk
was present all quarter in the Troy area (RY). Rough-legged
Hawks were very much in evidence most of the quarter: 12/8
in Wells & Columbia Townships (NW Brad. Co.) (JB, JHOL),
from 1/1 on in the Troy area (RY), 1/8 Marshview (TG), and a
dark morph on 2/3 in NW Brad. Co (BL). 

I was surprised to scare up an American Woodcock
near New Era on 12/13 (TG). Three Short-eared Owls
showed up in the Troy area on 1/12 and have remained (RY).
My two local Great Horned Owls started calling on 12/15 at
their usual spot on Iron Bridge Road, near New Era and
continued (TG). A Northern Saw-whet Owl was observed
on the CBC 12/28. 

Although they are present here in some areas, it was
unusual to find Red-bellied Woodpeckers showing up at
birdfeeders: 2/17 in both Hollenback (MBA, NB) and Sayre
(MZ); perhaps it was difficult to find food elsewhere under the
thick snow load. The winter also brought Horned Larks: 50
on the CBC 12/28 and 1 2/17 at Sugar Run (EJ, WR). A
Winter Wren appeared on the CBC 12/28. And last but not
least, a female Rusty Blackbird visited a birdfeeder in
Canton on 1/31 (SM).

Observers: Trudy Gerlach, RR2, Box 228, Wyalusing, PA
18853, (570) 746-9270, Tgswoods@epix.net, Dick Allen, Marvin
Baker, Nancy Baker, Joe Barnes, Dan Brauning, David Buck,
Melody Buck, Mark Catalano, Joe DeMarco, Terry Duvall, Trudy
Gerlach, Sandy Goodwin, Alan Gregory, Doug Gross, Rich Gulyas,
Jeffrey A. Holbrook, Jim Hoyson, Edwin Johnson, Rick Koval, Jim
Lacek, Bruce Launius, Tony Liguri, Sharon May, Jason Petlock,
William Reid, Jack Rowe, Bob Wasilewski, Ron Young and Marsha
Zwierlein. 

Bucks County

Locations: Bedminster Twp. (BET), Blooming Glen (BLG),
Bristol (BRS), Christmas Bird Count (CBC), Central Bucks
CBC 12/29 (C-CBC), Delaware River (Del. R.), Hilltown Twp.
(HLT), Ingham Spring (INS ), Lower Makefield Twp. (LMT),
Mud Island (MUI), Nockamixon State Park (NSP), Penn-
Warner Tract (WNT), Southern Bucks CBC 12/14 (S-CBC),
Tinicum Twp.(TNT), Tullytown (TYT), Upper Bucks CBC
12/15 (U-CBC)
 

Our coldest winter since 1993-1994 averaged about 4/
below average all three months. Lakes and ponds were ice-
covered for half of January and all of February. Even the Del.
R. was ice-covered into late February when heavy rain and
snowmelt pushed it downstream. Above average snowfall
covered the ground for much of the period starting as early as
the first week in December. President's Day weekend brought
a major storm of about 18 inches. Feeder watchers benefitted
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from the weather, but otherwise birding was uneventful until
the Red-necked Grebe invasion started in late February.
There were no other irruptions, very few individuals of half-
hardy species, only one or two accidentals, and smaller
numbers of species we have come to expect in recent warm
winters. I will give some CBC comparison data from last year,
which was very mild, and some previous five-year,averages as
well. In general, these comparisons indicate lower wintering
numbers for many species. ;this data supports the perception
that the weather and poor food supply here had an impact on
this winter's bird status. The severe drought was believed to
have played a major role in the lack of food. Overall, the three
CBCs had an average number of species found with a total of
118. The total species tally for the period was 139. 

Unusual in winter, a Red-throated Loon was reported
from the Del. R. at BRS on 2/21- 2/22 (DF) and MUI 2/28
(PD). A Common Loon was at NSP until 12/18 (BE).. One
individual with a broken or malformed upper mandible was
seen there for some time. The last report was one at WNT 1/3
(DF). Pied-billed Grebe was last seen at I NSP 12/18 (BE)
but was believed to be present all period on the Del. R. (DF).
The last Horned Grebe was also at NSP 12/18 (BE), and
there were no other reports until two found 2/21 at BRS (DF).
The first Red-necked Grebe scout was on the Del. R. at
MUI 2/2 (MS) followed by three at TYT 2/21, two there 2/22
(DF), and one at INS 2/27 (AM, JMi). A sign of the magnitude
of this movement was a count of 29 at MUI 2/28 (PD). One
Double-crested Cormorant was late 12/29 on the C-CBC
with none reported after that date. Great Cormorant was
on the southern Del. R. as usual all winter (DF, MS). One was
as far north as the Tumpike Bridge 1/25 (AM). Black-
crowned Night-Heron lingered until at least 1/3 with seven
at RHS. Two were found there on 2/21, the first Feb. report
(DF). 

The weather may have caused Turkey Vulture to at
least partially abandon the county as indicated by low
numbers in general and a 10-day absence from the upper
county 1/18 to 1/27 in spite of searching (BE). The Turkey
Vulture CBC total supported this conclusion with 661 vs.
1018 last year, but the Black Vulture count was higher. The
Greater White-fronted Goose at PVP was last reported
1/12 (DW, DF). Snow Geese peaked at only 400 to 500 this
year in mid-Dec. (U-CBC) and a few wintered as usual. The
county's 8th Ross's Goose was at PVP 12/7 (CC, ER) and
remained until 12/14. Harassment of the county's 60,000
wintering Canada Geese by the USDA Wildlife Services
Wildlife Technician continued. Specifically contracted to the
county to make the geese know they are unwelcome by many,
the Technician again used a laser to scare the geese at PVP.
So far, no significant impact has been noted. One or two
“Richardson's” Canada Geese were reported widely in the
large goose flocks at PVP, NSP, etc. (mobs). “Lesser”
Canada Geese were at NSP the later part of Feb. (BE). One
Brant was last reported at PVP 12/8 (NZ, HD). A possible
immature Trumpeter Swan was reported at NSP 12/12 (BE)
under poor conditions and subsequent research and study by
the observer left it indefinite. Four Tundra Swans stopped
by NSP 12/8 (BE). A single immature was at BET starting 1/1
(DF) and may have moved to PVP the next week (GHo) and
remained there until 1/18 (AM). 

A total of 23 duck species was reported. Even before the
lakes froze, dabbling ducks were in very low numbers to
nonexistent except for Mallard and American Black Duck.
Surprisingly, the American Black Duck CBC total was up
this year to 539 compared to 237 1ast year. The five-year avg.
is 506. Divers were better represented but limited mostly to

the Del. R. Canvasback continues scarce here. A sample was
four at RHS and seven at MUI 1/22 (DF). Only three were on
the S-CBC. One Redhead at WNT on 12/14 was the only
report (DF). New late dates were recorded for Surf Scoter
with one at BRS on the Del. R. Jan. 2nd,and for Black
Scoter 12/8 at PVP (DF). Three White-winged Scoters
were at NSP 12/2 (CR), four were at PVP 12/8 (DF), and two
at NSP 1/3 added only our second Jan. record (DF). A Long-
tailed Duck at NSP 12/17 (BE) and two at PVP 12/29 (IB)
add to the short list of late Dec. reports. A female Barrow's
Goldeneye was seen at YDY 1/1 (DF) for the 4th county
record (no doc). Common Merganser peaked at 1500 at PVP
12/27 and 1000 were still present 1/18 (AM). They dropped off
to single digits thereafter when the lake iced over. The first
Jan. county report of Red-breasted Merganser occurred
1/18 with two at WNT (DF). Ruddy Duck continues in
depressed numbers with groups of one to five, if seen at all.

Bald Eagle reports came sporadically throughout the
period at BET, NSP, PVP, TNT, WNT, Churchville Res., New
Hope, Bowman's Hill, and YDY (mobs.) A Northern Harrier
roost at NXT adjacent to NSP continued until 1/25. At least
10 individuals were involved (BE). Other reports were scarce.
The last report of Northern Goshawk came from NSP 12/17
(BE). Red-shouldered Hawk was at NSP and TNT through
the period where they are regular (BE, DA), but one wintered
at PVP where unexpected (CC, AM). Eleven Red-tailed
Hawks in view at once at TYT shows that the dump is good
for more than just gulls (MS). Rough-legged Hawk reports
were scattered through the period starting 12/1 at NSP (ABr)
followed by one or more reported from three sites in BET
12/15, 1/9, 1/16, and 2/12 (JM, BE, CC, ER,), and one at TNT
2/10 (DA). The TNT Merlin returned to winter for the 5th
year sitting on the same telephone pole and was joined by a
second 1/19 (DA). Individuals were reported from NSP from
12/2 (CR) to 1/25 (BE), and at Kintnersville 12/3 (BF). One to
two Peregrine Falcons remained at the PA Turnpike Bridge
(MS, LR) and one was reported once at Washington Crossing
State Park in mid-Jan. (DF). A 44 mile Winter Raptor Survey
route south of NSP (BE) found 4 N. Harriers, 30 Red-tailed
Hawk, 8 Amer. Kestrel, 4 Turkey Vulture, 4 Black
Vulture, and 1 Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

The very few reports of American Coot came from NSP
through 12/14 (BE), four on the S-CBC, and one at YDY on
1/23 (DE). Ruffed Grouse went unreported again. One
feeding station in BET attracted 63 Wild Turkeys on 12/29
(JW). Killdeer remained through the period on the Del. R. at
MUI in spite of the ice (DF, CR). One Wilson's Snipe on each
CBC was reported: BLG 12/.lS (CR), BUT 12/29 (DF), and S-
CBC. These were the only reports. American Woodcock
went unreported, as one would expect considering the frozen
conditions. One Bonaparte's Gull was seen at NSP 12/2
(ML) and eight were seen 12/8 at PVP (AM). The S-CBC count
of 77,329 Herring Gull and 2,422 Great Black-backed
Gull indicates the magnitude of the wintering gulls attracted
by the TYT dump. A new high for PVP of 140 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls was tallied 12/8 (AM). A count of 178 12/14 on
the S-CBC included 118 at Churchville Reservoir (AB). At the
rate they are expanding now, one wonders if they will
eventually be common throughout much of North America.
The peak counts for our rarer wintering gulls were 15
Iceland Gull at TYT 1/25, 1/31, & 2/8, seven Glaucous
Gulls 2/8 at TYT, and four Thayer's Gulls 12/14 at WNT
and 1/25 at TYT (MS). The only Iceland Gull away from the
river was one at PVP 12/22 (IB). MS advised that continuing
research into the relationship between Thayer's and
nominate Iceland and intermediate in plumage Kumlien's
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Iceland makes positive identification of Thayer's all the
more difficult. Hybrid Glaucous x Herring Gull and Lesser
Black-backed x Herring Gulls were reported from TYT
(MS). The latter may be the source of Yellow-legged Gull
reports, as MS indicates he sees these hybrids at least as
frequently as he sees Glaucous Gull. At NSP two probable
hybrid Lesser Black-backed x Herring were seen (BE). A
yellow-legged individual was there 12/15 & 12/17. A pink
legged individual was there 12/16. 

A Barn Owl, now locally rare, was a surprise at BRS
Jan. 2nd (DF). The normal U-CBC owling effort produced only
55% as many Screech Owls and 38% as many Great
Horned Owls. This may have been weather related, which
may have affected their response, or could it be West Nile
Virus? Time will tell. Two Barred Owls on the U-CBC 12/15
(DF) and one 1/1 in HYT (DF) continue the recent regular
reports of this rare probable resident. Long-eared Owl was
present all period with a peak of seven at PVP 2/6 (AM, JMi),
two at Buckingham 12/14 (DF), and one in BLG 2/6 (CR).
Only one Short-eared Owl was reported from BET on 12/29
(DF). N. Saw-whet Owls again made an appearance at PVP
with one found 12/21 (ABr) and a second found 12/28 (CR,
AM). NSP had two, one 12/6 and another l2/15 (BE). Another
was at BLG starting 12/22 (CR). Red-headed Woodpecker
was not reported. The three CBCs had 31 Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers vs. 77 last year. The Belted Kingfisher count
was unchanged at 61, but they were very scarce once the deep
freeze hit in Jan. The only Eastern Phoebe report came
from Silver Lake Park 12/7 and 12/8 (LR). A Northern
Shrike continued in BLG until at least 1/21 (CR). Blue Jay
followed the general trend of reduced numbers with a CBC
total of 866 vs. 1800 last year. Horned Larks are usually
reported in good numbers when there is significant snow
cover and farmers spread manure. This year was no
exception. A peak of 439 was tallied at HLT and Dublin on
2/15 (AM). Another 100 were at BLG 2/12 (BE) and 100 were
near Newtown 2/16 (RS). 

Unlike last year, Black-capped Chickadee did not
move south into our area in noticeable numbers. The CBC
total was 182 vs. 510 last year. Some of this difference is
probably due to the increased awareness that Carolina
Chickadee is our predominate resident. Amazing was only
one report of Red-breasted Nuthatch found at NSP 1/11
compared to 43 last year on the CBC (BE). Brown Creeper
went from 60 last year to 37 this year which is close to the
CBC 5-year average of 41. Also singular but more normal was
a House Wren at East Rockhill Twp. 12/15 (EH). Winter
Wren was present in its usual low numbers. The Golden-
crowned Kinglet CBC total was only off by 10% from last
year, but there was a shift from the upper to lower part of the
county indicating a weather related shift south. Only three
post Dec. Ruby-crowned Kinglet reports were received with
one each at PVP 1/11 (KK), NSP 1/13 (BE) and WNT 1/25
(DF). The CBC total was down from 36 last year to 15 this
year, with the losses in the upper and central part of the
county. The Eastern Bluebird CBC total was down 20%
from last year. The Hermit Thrush CBC total was 16 vs. 47
last year. Post CBC reports were of one at NSP in early Jan.
and one through the period at PVP American Robin was
scarce for the first time in several years with the lowest CBC
total in 10 years: 1302 vs. 12,054 last year. A good count was
200 at NSP 2/1 (BE), 300+ in one flock 2/6 on the Winter
Raptor Survey (BE), and 80+ at PVP 2/15 (AM). After only
one Gray Catbird 12/5 at NSP (BE), there were none on the
CBCs compared to a previous 5-year average of six. Two were
found at Core Creek Park on 1/25 (DF). One Brown

Thrasher made an appearance at PVP 1/26 (CC, ER) for the
only report. Two American Pipits were recorded on the U-
CBC 12/15 (DF, BMu) and six were at PVP 1/17 (DF) for the
only reports. CBC Cedar Waxwing numbers this year of 137
vs. 1126 last year probably is a good indicator, along with the
thrushes above, of a food scarcity due to the natural cycle
and/or drought. About 200 were at NSP 2/1 (BE). An Orange-
crowned Warbler on the S- CBC is rare here. Add Yellow-
rumped Warbler to the list of wintering species in short
supply this year with a total CBC count of 182 vs. 358 last
year. The second Black- throated Green Warbler to be
reported on a PA CBC came from WNT 12/14 (RM). It was
seen up to at least 12/22 and obviously set a new late date for
the county and probably the state. 

Comparing CBC sparrow numbers to previous years
may shed some light on the weather impact particularly on
the non-resident species. After 32 Eastern Towhee on the
three CBCs last year, a more nominal five were reported this
year and only one post CBC report came 1/18 at Phillips Mill
Swamp (DF). American Tree Sparrow was perceived to be
much more common this winter and 83 at BLG 1/21 (CR)
seemed to be verification. However, the CBC total of 357,
although notably higher than the last two years, was only
slightly higher than the previous 5-year average. Chipping
Sparrow is perceived to be increasing in winter, but the
numbers are too low to see a definite trend. The CBC total
was five. One was at NSP 1/16 to 1/18 (SF, BE), one was at
PVP 2/8 to 2/23 (CC), and one was near Newtown 1/28 (AM).
The Field Sparrow CBC total of 83 was about the same as
last year with the normal distribution increasing to the south.
The Savannah Sparrow CBC total was eight, significantly
below the previous 5-year average of 26. Low single digit
numbers remained through the period at PVP (AM), BLG
12/22 and 1/21 (CR), and NSP 1/16 (BE). The Fox Sparrow
deviation was dramatic going from 94 last year, with a 5-year
average of 40, to only12 this year. Very few stayed at feeders
with two reported at TNT (KK). Song Sparrow at 836 was
at 85% of last year and 90% of the 5-year average. A surprise
was the Lincoln's Sparrow found at PVP on 12/21 (RF) for
our 2nd Dec. report. The bird stayed through the period for
our lst Jan. and Feb. record (mobs). Swamp Sparrow went
from 99 on the CBC last year to 37 this year and was slightly
lower than the previous 5-year average. The CBC White-
throated Sparrow total was 2151, about two-thirds the
previous 5-year average. The 45 White- crowned Sparrows
on the CBC equaled the previous 5-year average. Dark-eyed
Junco at 3281 was at 80% of last years CBC count. A
Lapland Longspur was at HLT from 12/6 through at least
2/22 (CR). Another, or possibly the same one, was seen at
Dublin on 2/15 (AM). Two Snow Buntings were found at
HLT 12/29 (BE), and one remained there through at least
1/30 (DF). Again, possibly the same bird was seen at Dublin
2/12 (BE). 

Certainly the best bird of the Winter was a male
Painted Bunting reported from the LMT area.
Unfortunately this bird suffered from wanderlust. The
observers who had it the longest desired privacy due to
personal circumstances and as a result no birders saw it. It
was reported as having been seen in Morrisville for about the
last three weeks in Dec. (TC, JC)(no doc.). Then, it was seen
less than a half mile away to the west in LMT from 12/31 to
113 (MN, FN, IN) (written doc.). The next report came from
one and a half miles more to the west also in LMT on 1/26
(IP)(written doc.). Another observer reported the bird on 1/27,
presumably nearby, but would not return calls. The next
report came from Wrightstown on 2/1, another 10 miles away
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to the west, but may have been the result of the power of
suggestion resulting from a newspaper article about the bird,
although it is impossible to know (SH)(written doc.). Finally,
back in LMT about one and a half miles to the west of the
original location, the bird was photographed and remained
through the period starting 2/16 (FC, MC). On the positive
side it saved hundreds of tons of car emissions that would
have resulted from birders making the pilgrimage to tick it
off. 

A mixed stream of hundreds of thousands of mostly
Red-winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles was
either coming or going as they traveled in a west-north-west
direction at PVP late in the day 2/6. If returning, this was
even more amazing considering the subsequent snowstorms
and frigid temperatures shortly thereafter (AM).
Interestingly, there was a mixed flock of 10,000+ at NSP the
same day (BE). A surprising high Winter count of 22 Rusty
Blackbirds at Quakertown Swamp on 1/9 was the last report
(DF). A Baltimore Oriole was seen at PVP starting 12/9
(GH) and subsequently 1/11 (ME) and 2/8 (CR). There
certainly was no echo flight for Purple Finch after last
year's large irruption. The CBC total was only 7 vs. 252 last
year. Post CBC reports were close to zero With one male at
Kintnersville until 12110(BF) followed by a female 12/17 into
early Jan. Another was at New Britain Twp. 2/15 (TP). A
Common Redpoll on the U-CBC at NSP 12/15 (GC) was
totally unexpected due to a general lack of reports statewide.
Similarly, a Pine Siskin 12/8 at BET (JF) was also a surprise
and countered last year's major movement. Also, counter to
last Winter but normal was the lack of any Red or White-
winged Crossbills. American Goldfinch CBC total of 564
vs. 1156 last year is another indicator of the weather and food
supply impact of bird numbers this winter. Unfortunately, the
continued lack of significant Evening Grosbeak movements
into the area was reflected by no reports. 

EXOTICS: A male Red-crested Pochard was at INS 12/14
(AM). Two Egyptian Geese in Upper Bucks the first half of
Dec. continued the regular sightings of this escape. 

Observers: August Mirabella, 1443 Wheaton Ln, North Wales
19454, augustmirabella@aol.com, (AM), Henry “Ish” D'
Allesandro (HD), Ian Baldock (IB), Adrian Binns (AB), Alan Brady
(ABr), George Carmichael (GC), Forrest & Mary Coburn (FC, MC),
Sally Conyne (SC), Tom and Jane Cooper (TC, JC), Chuck
Crunkleton (CC), Paul Driver (PD), Bill Etter (BE), Mark Evans
(ME), Devich Farbotnik (DF), Jen Fetter (JF), Ron French (RF),
Bob Friedermann (BF), Gene Gladston (GG), Bill Graham (BG),
Eleanor Harding (EH), Gail Hill (GH), George Hoffinan (GHo),
Mike Homel (MH), Suzanne Horlacher (SH), Ken Kitson (KK), Tom
Koellhoffer (TK), Mike Lyman (ML), John McCarthy (JM), Bob &
Marie McCaskey (BM, MM), Rick Mellon (RM), Neil Mercando
(NMe), Bob Mercer (BMe), Judy Mirabella (JMi), Bill Murphy
(BMu), Many observers (mobs.), Martin, Francis, and Jesse Nankin
(MN, FN, JN), Tom Price (TP), Ivan Punchatz (IP), JoAnn Raine
(JR), Ken Rieker (KR), Linda Rowan (LR), Cameron Rutt (CR),
Elaine Ryan (ER), Hart Rufe (HR), Bob Shaffer (RS), Tina Spiegel
(TS), Guy Stepnoski (GS), “Babe” Webster (BW), Dave Wilton
(DW), Joan Wonsidler (JW), Nick Zahn (NZ), Dave Zamos (DZ)

Butler County

Locations: Butler City (BC), Evans City (EC), Jennings
Nature Center (JNC), Lake Arthur (LA), Moraine State Park
(MSP), Slippery Rock Borough (SRB), the Glades (SGL 95),
Wolf Creek. 

The weather, of course, was the major topic of discussion
for the months of December- January-February
.Temperatures were 25 degrees F. below the average minima
and maxima and precipitation considerably above average for
the period. Slippery Rock Borough had 12 inches of snow in
December, 30 inches in January and 32 inches in February
with 12 inches of that February amount falling on President's
Day February 17. Meteorologists were comparing the winter
of 2002-2003 with those of 1994 and 1996. Ponds and lakes
remained mostly frozen during the period save for a short
thaw in mid-December and again in early January allowing
a few water bird species to appear in openings of Lake
Arthur. Streams were 90 to 98% frozen. Such icy conditions
discouraged water birds from pausing here with the
exceptions of a few waterfowl at Lake Arthur during brief
thaws and an occasional Great Blue Heron or Belted
Kingfisher fishing the few open strands on Slippery Rock
Creek and Wolf Creek. Two ornithological surprises were the
lack of far northern species visiting the county and the 27
hardy Sandhill Cranes that toughened it out the entire
period. The annual Butler County CBC on 12/21 recorded an
average 69 species and 8038 individuals without any new
highs for any species. Six Savannah Sparrows and one
Lincoln's Sparrow in a mixed flock of American Tree,
Swamp and Song Sparrows was the highlight of the
blustery day. 

A single live Common Loon was seen 12/21 on LA
while a companion apparently got frozen in the ice (JB, OW);
2 live Common Loons were recorded 12/28 on LA before it
froze solid (DD, DY). The 10 Horned Grebes 12/1 on LA
vacated before the CBC but 1 lingered 12/28 there (DD, DY).
Surprisingly, 5 Great Blue Herons 12/21 were still at LA
with one smart bird watching Ring-billed Gulls fight over
a live fish on the ice. The heron quickly speared the fish with
its long bill and flew off with its booty. A CBC of 203 Canada
Geese 12/21 on LA (BAS) dwindled to 64 on 1/9 (DD). Some
53 Tundra Swans 12/3 and 100+ on 12/4 at LA (OW) were
the highest lingering numbers with 1 still there on 1/12, the
last report. Other waterfowl at LA included 54 Canada
Geese 2/2 (DD, DY), 2 Gadwall 12/21; 3 American Black
Ducks 12/17-20, 11 on 12/21, 4 on 12/24, 12/28, and 2 on 1/12
(DY), the last report; 59 Mallards 12/21,25 on 12/24 and 6 on
12/28 (DD, DY); 2 Greater Scaup 12/21 and 2 Lesser Scaup
12/20 (DY) and 9 on 12/21 (JB, GW); 2 Bufflehead 12/28, 5
on 1/8, and 3 on 1/12 (DD, DY); 2 Common Goldeneye 12/21
(BAS), 3 on 12/28, 1 on 1/8 (DD, DY); 11 Common
Merganser 12/21 (BAS), 9 on 12/24 (DD, DY); and 1 Ruddy
Duck 12/28 (DD, DY) the only report. 

The MSP Bald Eagle population is doing well with 1
adult seen 12/17, 1 adult and 2 immature on 12/24, 1 adult
and 1 immature on 12/29 and 1 adult still there on 1/12 (DD,
DY). The 4 Northern Harriers 12/21 in MSP were
encouraging numbers (BAS) while the single Rough-legged
Hawk on the same date in MSP was a pleasant surprise;
another bird was recorded 2/15 at SGL 95 (DaY). The CBC
had 3 Bonaparte's Gulls 12/21 on LA (JB, GW) in the
company of Ring- billed and Herring Gulls, making size
comparisons field guide perfect. The 20 Ring-billed Gulls on
1/12 on LA were the highest number for the period (DD, DY).
The 5 E. Screech Owls 12/21 were delightful but even more
exciting were the 2 N. Saw-whet Owls on the same day. A
Short-eared Owl was recorded in MSP CBC week and 1
Long-eared Owl there on 1/16 (DD).

A single Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 12/21 in MSP (JB,
GW) and another 1/18 in SRB (GW) were the only reports. A
lone Northern Shrike 2/15 at SGL 95 (KSJ, DaY) was the
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only report as was the 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch 1/29 in
MSP (DD). A lone Brown Creeper 1/17 in SRB (GW) and
another 2/17 at JNC (DY) were the only reports. Even scarcer
was the single Golden-crowned Kinglet 2/17 at JNC (DY)
A Hermit Thrush 12/14 in MSP was still there 12/21 (BAS).
At least 4 American Robins 2/17 in SRB (GW), 60 more on
2/5 in BC and 70 on 2/17 at JNC (DY) were encouraging that
spring still may come. Two mimics, 1 Northern
Mockingbird and 1 Brown Thrasher, were recorded on
12/21 in MSP (BAS). The 6 Savannah Sparrows and 1
Lincoln’s Sparrow together in a mixed flock of Am. Tree,
Swamp and Song Sparrows were unexpected but
thoroughly identified. At least 2 White-throated and 2
White-crowned Sparrows have been the entire period in
Evans City (CT). Finally, the 222 Am. Tree Sparrows and
535 Dark-eyed (slate-colored) Juncos on 12/21 in MSP
were again true harbingers of a long, hard winter. In fact, the
birds were smarter than most of us because they vacated
northern Butler County shortly after the CBC.

Obeservers: Gene Wilhelm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock
16057-1155, (724) 794-2434, genewilhelm@aol.com, Jim
Barcaskey, Bartramian Audubon Society, Dave Darney, Kate St.
John, Clark Trauterman, Gene Wilhelm, Dan Yugusia, Debra
Yovanovich. 

Cambria County

Locations: Beaver Dam Run Dam (BR), Beaverdale
Sportsmen’s Camp (BC), Elton (EL) Patton Area (PA), Prince
Gallitzin State Park (PG)

When we prepare reports for Cambria County, they
usually begin with waterfowl at Prince Gallitin SP. But
waterfowl is scarce when lakes are frozen and Prince
Gallitizin was no exception. It remained frozen until mid-
March. The only noteworthy species for the county was a nice
flock of 78 Tundra swan that showed up at Beaverdam Run
dam. Of course, there were the ubiquitous Canada Geese
and Mallards throughout. 

The usual hawks were around with some nice sightings
of Northern Harrier near Patton. The highlight was a
Northern Goshawk found by Judy Johns at BC (includes
SGL 26) on 2/1. Ross Gallardy reported that a gray phase
Eastern Screech Owl paid him a visit at 9:30 p.m. by
landing on the window sill and looking into the house (1/21).
Dave Gobert noted a Short-eared Owl near Patton (12/5).
He also fed a female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker for the
whole period. His yard seems to attract sapsuckers as he had
a lingering pair last spring, until mid-June. (PA). 

Common Raven was present throughout the winter
season ( DG, RG, JJ). We were pleased to receive several
Carolina Wren sightings considering the severity of the
weather. One to four Swamp Sparrow spent the winter at
PG Marsh (DG). 

The potato fields above Patton looked like the Arctic-
complete with ten foot drifts. From time to time, flocks of
Horned Lark, Snow Bunting and a lone Lapland
Longspur (12/5) appeared where the high winds blew the
snow off. Snow Bunting peaked at 52 on 1/18 (DG). 

Elton yielded the only report of Rusty Blackbird (RG
2/19) and it also came through for RG with an excellent
sighting of a Brewer’s Backbird on 1/31 (Documentation
submitted to PORC). One early December morning, DG was
surprised to look out at his feeder and discover a Baltimore

Oriole (12/2). The bird continued coming to the feeder and
enjoying suet until 12/10, which was the last sighting.

We are looking forward to the start of the Purple Martin
project at PG. John and Dave have worked extensively with
the Purple Martin Conservation Association of Edinboro, PA.
The Commonwealth of PA, through the State Park system
will provide all the materials needed for this exciting
program. We wish them the best of luck and look forward to
their data and project updates. 

Observers: Gloria Lamer, 515 Laurel Run Rd. Penn Run,
15765, (724) 349-1159 Georgette Syster, 428 Laurel Run
Rd., Penn Run, 15765, (724) 349-6293, Ross Gallardy
(RG),Dave Gobert (DG), Judy Johns (JJ),John Salvetti (JS).

Cameron County
No Report
No Compiler

Carbon County
No report
Compiler: David Hawk 521 Walnut Street,

Lehighton, 18235, (610) 377-2407, finch@ptd.net

Centre County 

The most notable thing about the period was not the
birds, but the weather. Steady, below freezing temperatures
and frequent snowstorms had most open water completely
iced over by the middle of January, and the water stayed that
way through the end of the period. One exception was Centre
Furnace Pond in State College, which remained open because
it receives the outflow from a sewage treatment plant. The
pond attracted a number of waterfowl, including American
Black Duck, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail,
Canvasback, Redhead (a flock of seven beautiful drakes),
Greater and Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, and Common
Goldeneye. Three Red-necked Grebes stopped at the pond
on February 28 (DB) and stayed till March 12. Green-
winged Teal, Common Merganser, and Hooded
Merganser were reported throughout the period form other
locations in the county.

Northern Harriers were reported sporadically
throughout the period. A Golden Eagle was observed on
Bald Eagle Mountain on December 18 (SB) and a Northern
Goshawk was observed at the same location on January 28
(SB) A Merlin was seen near the Penn State campus on
December 31 and January 22 (JMcN, ML) A possible Broad-
winged Hawk was reported form the Centre Hall area (TS)
but the bird was not relocated by other birders. The pair of
Bald Eagles that has been frequenting Bald Eagle State
Park for the past few years attempted to nest in February,
but the nest apparently was abandoned after a couple of
weeks (DB)

The best owl report was a Long-eared Owl in the
Bellefonte area on December 16 (ML).

Eastern Phoebes put in three separate appearances in
the county: Bald Eagle State Park on December 27 (TS, LB),
Millbrook Marsh near State College on January 25 and 27
(DF), and in the town of Coburn on January 27 (AB) Bald
Eagle State Park was host to one (possibly two) Northern
Shrike from January 16 through March 5 (DR, m.ob.) Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were reported from both the State
College and Bald Eagle State Park Christmas Bird Counts,
and also in January near Bald Eagle State Park. A bird that
was most likely a Palm Warbler was found at the Pleasant
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Gap Fish Hatchery on December 13 (JK) No winter finches,
not even Pine Siskins, were reported for the period.

Observers: Eugene Zielinski, 1322 Old 220 Rd., Bellefonte,
16823, (814) 353-8212, eez55@earthlink.com Cindy Angelone,
Douglas Becker, Dorothy Bordner, Susan Braun, Dan Brauning,
Lori Brindel, Margaret Brittingham, Asta Broskley, Nina Cohen,
Jim Curtis, Jim Dunn, David Fox, Roana Fuller, Molly Heath, John
Kennedy, Mike Lanzone, Wayne Laubscher, Jennifer Lee, Scott
McConnell, Joel McNeal, Tim Oconnell, Dan Ombalski, Larry
Ramsey, Dave Rockey, Tom Shervinskie, Robert Snyder, Robert
Stone, John Yerger,.

Chester County

Locations:Chambers Lake (CL), Coatesville Reservoir (CR),
Marsh Creek State Park (MC), Struble Lake (SL), Valley
Forge National Historical Park (VF), and West Chester Bird
Club Christmas Bird Count area (WCBC CBC) . 

At the end of February, most of the ponds, lakes, and
streams were frozen in Chester County. We seem to have
missed the influx of Red- necked Grebes that were found in
many other PA counties. Marsh Creek had only a small area
open across the road from the office, and Struble and
Chambers Lakes were frozen solid. Struble was populated by
many ice fishermen. Waterfowl migration did not seem to
begin in Chester County. I received frequent remarks about
the scarcity of birds during these past three months.

A Common Loon was seen by members of the West
Chester Bird Club on CL on 1/1. 
Thirty Great Blue Herons were found on 12/14 during the
WCBC CBC. Grier Saunders and Holly Merker found 128
vultures in Glenmoore on their Winter Raptor Count done on
2/6. They found 121 Turkey Vultures and 7 Blacks
Vultures. An estimated 5000 Canada Geese were seen on
CR on 1/1 the WCBC. Two Mute Swans were seen during
February at MC (LL). They were still there on 2/26 when EW
saw them. Five Tundra Swans were seen on CL on 1/1 by
members of the WCBC. One Greater White-fronted Goose,
one blue-morph Snow Goose, one American Black Duck,
one Canvasback, eight Ring-necked Ducks, two female
Common Goldeneyes and one Hooded Merganser, along
with about 500 Canada Geese, were seen by LL, GS and
friends in a small circle of open water at MC on 1/20. The
Greater White-fronted Goose was still seen the first week
of February (LL). An all-time high of 12 Wood Ducks for any
West Chester Christmas Bird Count was found during the
WCBC CBC on 12/14. Five Gadwall were seen in a small
opening of water in the frozen MC on 2/26 (EW).
Approximately 25 American Black Ducks were seen in VF
on 12/6 (RW). Many American Black Ducks were seen at
CR (LL, GS) on 1/20. Four Northern Shovelers were seen
on SL on 1/1 by members of the WCBC. A Northern Pintail
was seen at Hershey's Mill the third week of December (LL).
LL found one pintail at CR and another at Hershey's Mill
during the first week of February. Two Green-winged Teal
were also seen at Hershey's Mill (LL) the third week of
December. Thirty-nine Ring-necked Ducks were counted on
CR by Ted Drozdowski on 12/22. Thirty Ring-necked Ducks
were seen at CR on 1/1 by WCBC.. Twenty-seven + Ring-
neckeds were seen on MC on 2/26 (EW). A Greater Scaup
and some Lesser Scaup were seen on MC the first week in
February and were reported to the PRBA. A Greater Scaup
was still at MC on 2/26 (EW). RR and LL found 1 Long-
tailed Duck on CL the third week of December. Twenty-five

Buffleheads were seen in VF on 12/6 (RW). LL saw 4
Hooded Mergansers on SL the third week of December. On
12/14, during the WCBC CBC, 7 Hooded Mergansers were
found on the Church Farm School property by Bob Cook and
his son, Jim. More than 200 Common Mergansers were
seen on SL the third week of December (LL). Fifteen
Common Mergansers were seen on CL on 12/21 (RR). Ten
Ruddy Ducks were seen at MC (LL, GS) on 1/20. Only 7
were seen on 2/26 (EW). 

Marita Richards found an adult Bald Eagle circling
over CR on 12/7. “It hovered and strafed the geese numerous
times . They paid absolutely no attention.” Bill Rahling found
an adult Bald Eagle along Park Road in MC on 12/8. He said
that the eagle was harrassing only a small group of
American Coots and ignored groups of other waterfowl. An
adult Bald Eagle was seen by two different teams on the
WCBC CBC on 12/14. Were there two different birds, or was
one eagle seen in two locations? RR and LL saw a Bald Eagle
at CL during the third week of December. Paul Earley and
Mary Alice Knox saw 1 Bald Eagle, 1 Northern Harrier
and 6 Red-tailed Hawks during the Western Chester
County CBC on 12/29. Andy Smith and a friend went looking
for eagles in Chester County on 1/15 and found an adult Bald
Eagle at CL and another adult on Homeville Road. Three
Northern Harriers, two males and 1 female, were seen on
the WCBC CBC on 12/14. One Northern Harrier was seen
at CL on 12/21 (RR). RR saw a Merlin at CL on 12/21. A
Merlin was seen sitting on a dead snag in Honey Brook
Township on 1/20 (LL, GS). A Winter Raptor Count conducted
on 2/6 by GS and Holly Merker located 4 species, 1 immature
Northern Harrier, 1 adult Sharp-shinned Hawk, 13 adult
Red-tailed Hawks, and 2 male and 1 female American
Kestrels, for a total of 18. 

American Coots, 31+ in number at MC, have not
regained the numbers common in previous years, before the
birds became the favorite prey of Bald Eagles.
Previously,_they numbered more than 100 each winter. On
2/26, the coots were seen on MC (EW). 

A Wilson's Snipe was seen in Honey Brook Township
(LL,GS) on 1/20. A report of snipe in the SL area was made to
the PRBA the first week in February. 

Three Bonaparte's Gulls were seen at MC (LL,GS) on
1/20. Two hundred Ring-billed Gulls and a few Herring
Gulls were seen at SL (LL,GS) on 1/20. A much smaller group
of 20 + Ring-billed Gulls was seen on the ice at MC on 2/26
(EW). LL found a Lesser Black-backed Gull on SL the
third week of December. Two first-winter Lesser Black-
backed Gulls were seen on 2/3 at MC (a report on the
PRBA). TD found 2 Great Black-backed Gulls on SL
during the Elverson CBC on 12/21. He also found a small
swarm of gnats, mosquitoes, or midges in a calm, warmer,
swampy area. After all the cold weather for the month, that
was a surprise. It is a bit of a shock to realize that a person
might contract West Nile Virus in the middle of a very cold
winter! 

LL told his Daily Local readers that a Barred Owl was
found in Downingtown during February. To protect the owl,
the exact location was not disclosed. LL found three Long-
eared Owls at SL the third week of December. Eleven Long-
eared Owls were seen in the SL area earlier in the report
period by LL and some other birders. They were seen again
on 2/16 and reported by Maggie Scarpone. 

A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was found in VF (RW) on
12/7. LL found one Eastern Phoebe in Hibernia Park the
third week of December. A Fish Crow was seen and heard in
the middle of Phoenixville on 12/30 (EW). TD found a large
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flock of 105 Horned Larks on Homestead Road in Honey
Brook Township on 12/16. Only 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch
was found during the WCBC CBC on 12/14. Barry Blust, the
WCBC CBC compiler, reported that eight were found the
previous year. A Brown Creeper was seen in VF on 12/6
(RW). He again found a creeper in the park on 2/27. They
were scarce in the park this winter. RW found a Winter
Wren in VF on 12/10. Dale Umble found a Winter Wren
during the WCBC CBC on 12/14. Two Hermit Thrushes
were seen on the Western Chester County CBC on 12/29 by
Paul Earley and Mary Alice Knox. Single Hermit Thrushes
were located in two different areas MC and SL (LL, GS) on
1/20. American Robins started moving into the area toward
the end of February. RR saw a flock of approximately 50
robins in hawthorn and chokeberry bushes outside his house
near CL on 2/21. RW found a flock of 24 robins in VF on 2/27.
Two lingering Gray Catbirds were found on the WCBC CBC
on 12/14. TD saw 64 Cedar Waxwings in CaIn Township on
1/30. On 2/21, RR saw approximately 50 waxwings feeding on
hawthorn and chokeberry bushes outside the bay window of
his house near CL. LL found a Pine Warbler at CR during
the first week of February. 

One Chipping Sparrow, recently an annual CBC
species, was found on the WCBC CBC by John McNamara on
12/14. Field Sparrows were more numerous during the
WCBC CBC on 12/14. Barry Blust reported that last year 28
were counted while this year 42 were found. Dan and Hoy
White found two Fox Sparrows on the WCBC CBC on 12/14.
A total of three was found during the count. Last year, 22
were counted. Eleven Swamp Sparrows were found during
the WCBC CBC on 12/14. A few Lapland Longspurs were
seen in the SL area (LL) during the early part of February.
Snow Buntings (no number given) were also seen in the
area during the first week in February and reported to the
PRBA. 

Observers: Eleanor Wolf, 148 Harvest Lane, Phoenixville,
19469, wolfriel@voicenet.com (610) 933-6414 Barry Blust, Bob
Cook, Jim Cook, Ted Drozdowski (TD), Paul Earley, Mary Alice
Knox, Larry Lewis (LL), John McNamara, Holly Merker,
Philadelphia Rare Bird Alert (PRBA), Bill Rahling, Marita
Richards, Rick Robinson (RR), Grier Saunders (GS), Maggie
Scarpone, Andy Smith, Dale Umble, West Chester Bird Club
(WCBC), Dan and Hoy White, Eleanor Wolf (EW), and Rick Wolf
(RW) 

Clarion County

Locations: Beaver Creek (BC), Callensburg (CB), Cook Forest
SP (CF), Curllsville (CV), Kahle L. (KL), Mt. Zion (MZ),
Shippenville (SV), Wentlings Corners (WC), 

Two Red-necked Grebes were stranded on Route 322
near SV in the early morning of 2/28 (ML). They apparently
mistook the shiny, wet road for a water surface. One was
killed by a car. The other was rescued by ML after a difficult
chase in which the grebe slid on its belly in the deep snow,
pushing with its feet like a tobogganing penguin. Mike later
released it in Tionesta Creek. The same day WF released into
the Clarion R. another grebe that had been similarly stranded
in DuBois. On 12/6 KL. froze completely, ending the
waterfowl watching in the county except for a few spots. Even
so, 6 Wood Ducks were found 12/28 on Clarion’s CBC in a tie
with last year’s count. The spring count started on 2/7 with 30
American Black Ducks in Game Lands 63 (WF) and
Common Mergansers on the Clarion R. at CF on 1/31 (MB).

On 2/1 an immature Bald Eagle was reported from
Lamartine (ML). Another Bald Eagle was reported on 2/3
flying over the Clarion R. at CF (DL). Single Northern
Harriers were reported throughout the season, mostly over
the grasslands. Red-shouldered Hawks were seen in widely
spaced locations on successive days: 1/29 at Ritts Farm, 1
(WF); 1/30 at MZ, 2 (WF); 1/31 at CF, 1 (HB). Rough-legged
Hawks were first seen in late November at CV (CW) and
continued until 2/14(CW). Most other sightings were in one’s
and two’s but there were 5 at MZ on 1/25 (ML). American
Kestrels seemed to be in low numbers (MB). 

During the CBC 10 Ring-necked Pheasants were
tallied, a high count for us. Wild Turkeys are so tame in
some outlying suburbs as to be almost a hazard to traffic and
certainly a menace to other bird-feeding (MB). The first
Killdeer turned up on 1/29 at Ritts Farm (WF). 

A high count of 1127 Mourning Doves was recorded on
the CBC. Short-eared Owls stayed around on the
grasslands through December (10 on the CBC) but they
disappeared after that. A Northern Saw-whet Owl was
calling at WC on 12/14 (GM). A Northern Shrike at MZ on
1/28, 1/29, and 1/30 was probably the same individual (ML,
JS, WF) but another showed up at CV on 2/14 (CW). One
Common Raven was reported at SV on 12/2 (TB). 

Horned Larks were abundant from 12/26 to the end of
February at KL (WF, ML) and from 1/4 on at Shannondale
(many obs.); 214 individuals were in one flock at KL,
1/17(WF). A high count of 197 Tufted Titmouse aided our
CBC. Red-breasted Nuthatches were scarce except 3 at CF,
2/27 (MB), 1 in Clarion area on 1/23 (JH, RH) and 1 in CV on
2/19 (CW). Carolina Wrens managed to survive the cold
snaps at feeders, SV, 1/27 (HB). Two Golden-crowned
Kinglets showed up at CV on 2/2 (CW). Eastern Bluebirds
hung around all winter, 8 at WC on 12/27 (WF). Two Hermit
Thrushes were reported: 1 at MZ on 1/29 (JS) and the other
at CV on 2/2 (CW). WF saw a high count of 25 American
Robins on 1/22. Northern Mockingbirds showed up at
three places: CB on 12/23 (WF), MZ on 1/29 and 2/1 (JS, ML),
and CV on 2/14 (CW). An Eastern Towhee over wintered
from November until March at her feeder in CV (CW). Flocks
of American Tree Sparrows were common in weedy fields
all winter but didn’t venture to many feeders except during
the very cold weather. On 12/14 one Chipping Sparrow
surprised HB at her feeder in SV. In Clarion Area, on 1/7, 5
White-throated Sparrows fed at a feeder (JH). At KL on
1/28 were 3 White-crowned Sparrows (JS). Most feeder
watchers reported Dark-eyed Junco as their most
numerous species, with American Goldfinch a close second.
An early Eastern Meadowlark was seen at CV on 1/26
(CW). One Brewers Blackbird at SV on 12/7 was an
unusual species (JHo & DW). Small numbers of Purple
Finches appeared at some, but not all, feeders.

Observers: Margaret Buckwalter, 249 Maple Dr.,
S h i p p e n v i l l e ,  1 6 2 5 4 ,  ( 8 1 4 )  7 8 2 - 3 9 2 5 ,
mbuckwalter@usachoice.net, Hendrika Bohlen (HB), Ted
Buckwalter (TB), Walter Fye (WF), Joyce Hoffman (JHo), Janice
Horn (JH), Gerry McCall (GM), Mike Leahy (ML), Dale Luthringer
(DL), Flo McGuire (FM), Jerry Stanley (JS), Carole Willenpart
CW), Dave Wilton (DW).

Clearfield County

Not many reports from the county for this period, and no
exceptional birds. The best report was that of a light phase
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Rough-legged Hawk on February 28 near Morgans Land in
the southeastern quarter of the county. (MM.)

Observers: Eugene Zielinski, 1322 Old 220 Rd., Bellefonte,
16823, (814) 353-8212, eez55@earthlink.com Mark McConaughy

Clinton County

Locations: Mill Hall (MH) and South Avis (SA).

As of the beginning of December, the more traditional
cold and snowy winter weather was well established, however
local bird activity was generally unremarkable for the period.
The following observations were highlights. One Pied-billed
Grebe was seen on 12/28 at SA (VS, BZ). A flyover flock of
Tundra Swans was observed on 12/28 in MH (HH). Small
numbers of various species of ducks were seen in January and
early February but larger numbers were first observed in the
county during the last week of February as migration
commenced (mob). In the Pine Creek area of Avis, 2 Sharp-
shinned Hawks were seen on 12/28 (GH) and 1 in MH on
the same day (CH, SB). A Red-shouldered Hawk was found
on 1/3 in SA (SR). During the local CBC on 12/28, a
Peregrine Falcon, a first for that count, was well observed
in the Loganton area (JB, PF).

A flock of 6 Ruby-crowned Kinglets were located in
SA on 12/28 (VS, BZ). A solitary American Pipit on 12/28 in
the Woolrich area made a nice addition to the CBC (SR, DR).
A Yellow-rumped Warbler in MH also was found during
the CBC on 12/28 (HH). On 1/15, a Field Sparrow came to
feeder in Swissdale (WL). Except for large numbers of
American Goldfinch, winter finches were all but absent. A
few Purple Finch came to a feeder in Woolrich from 2/15 to
2/20 (CCH).

Observers: Wayne Laubscher, 749 E. Croak Hollow Road,
Lock Haven, 17745, (570) 748-7511, wlaubsch@cub.kcnet.org
Steve Bason, JoAnn Bowes, Pat Farrell, Georgianna Hartzel, Cecil,
Hazlett, Harry Henderson, Charles and Carol Hildebrand, Dave
and Sam Rockey, Vesta Schach, and Beth Zbegner

Columbia County
No Report
No Compiler

Crawford County

Locations: Conneaut Lake (CL), Linesville Christmas Count
(LCC), Pymatuning Goose Management Area (PGMA)

The season was extremely severe on the local birds in
northwest Pennsylvania. High amounts of snow from mid
December to the end of the period and low (below freezing
with no thaws) resulted in icing over of all county lakes and
ponds (no water birds). While we had no large single
snowstorms, the almost daily 1 to 4 inches kept piling up.
There were no open weed fields or grassy areas making it
hard for birds of prey. After Jan. 8, few waterbirds could be
found. A single Common Loon was seen on (CL) 12/23
(RCL). Both Pied-billed and Horned Grebes were found on
the local Christmas Bird Count 12/29 (LCC). Tundra Swans
were found at Hartstown Marsh 22 on 1/6 and 15 12/4 (MB).
Despite the weather 10 to 20,000 Canada Geese wintered at
(PGMA) area. Six Wood Ducks were seen on the (LCC).
12/29 and a Green-winged Teal was on (CL) 12/18 (RFL,
RCL). A single Canvasback was recorded on (CL) 12/23

(RCL). Up to 12 Redheads were seen on (CL) 1-4 (MB).
Lesser Scaup were nothed at (CL) 12/24 and 12/29 (MO) and
five were seen at Pymatuning Spillway 12/15 (RFL). Fifty-
seven Common Goldeneyes were recorded on the (LCC)
12/29 (MO). I had 250 Common Goldeneyes on 12/15 and
75 Red-breasted Merganser at Woodcock Lake 12/15
(RFL). 

A good number (21) of Bald Egles were recorded on the
(LCC) 12/29 (MO) but after Jan. numbers fell to only 1 or 2
per trip. An adult Golden Eagle was found at close range at
(PGMA) 12/13 was feasting on a dead goose near the Miller
Pond (RFL). The 5 Cooper’s Hawks 12/29 on (LCC) was a
good total (MO). A Northern Goshawk was seen west of
Meadsville 12/17 (RCL). Rough-legged Hawks were first
noted 1/10 (DS) and 1/30 and 2/2 (RFL) 1 to 2 birds in
(PGMA) A Merlin on the L.C.C. 12/29 was unexpected (MO)
as was the Eastern Phoebe (RH) on the count. A record high
83 Eastern Bluebirds were found on the (LCC) 12/29 (MO).
A Northern Mockingbird was present at Hartstown Marsh
1/1 (MB). Two Northern Shrikes were seen on the (LCC)
12/29)(MO) and one at Hartstown Marsh 2/16 (MB). A single
Eastern Towhee was recorded on the (LCC) 12/29 (MO) and
385 American Tree Sparrows also on the count was good.
(MO). A Clay-colored Sparrow showed up at my bird
feeders Jan 12 and remained to Feb. 8 it was the 2nd or 3rd
winter record for northwestern PA and only the 2nd county
record. It was netterd and banded Jan. 25. (RFL). A flock of
75 Snow Buntings were seen near the Hartstown Marsh
2/24 (MB). The only “northern finch” recorded this period was
of 1 Evening Grosbeak at Hartstown Marsh 1/6 (MB). 

Observers: Ronald F. Leberman, 11508 Pettis Rd., Meadville,
16335, (814) 724-5071, Marvin Byler (MB), Rachel Byler, Ron
Harrell, Robert C. Leberman (RCL). Clare Nicolls, Many Olieneers
(MO), Don Snyder (DS).

Cumberland County

The worst winter in our area since 1996 made for
miserable birding conditions for most of the winter quarter.
All standing water was frozen solid by mid-December and
most moving water areas had limited access for water birds.
The Harrisburg and Newville Christmas counts 
did divulge a few nice finds and a January Winter Raptor
Survey turned up some wintering hawks. 

The most unusual sighting of the quarter was of the
Green Heron found on the Harrisburg CBC, 12/14. This was
a Harrisburg CBC first. Other noteworthy sightings on the
Harrisburg CBC include, 1 American Woodcock, a high
count of 38 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, one each of both Gray
Catbird and Brown Thrasher and 2 Pine Siskin. For even
though it was cold and snowy winter finches around the area
were virtually nonexistent.

The Newville CBC, 12/29, tallied average numbers and
species. Interesting sightings on it include. Five owl species,
only Barn Owl was not found out of the usual culprits, a high
count of 4 Common Ravens and a high of 42 Brown
Creeper, most of these found along the open waters of the
Big Spring Creek. Also tallied a flock of 9 Snow Buntings.

A Winter Raptor Survey run on 1/30 provided the county
with mid-winter sightings of Northern Harrier and Red-
shouldered Hawk. (RF, DG, DGr, CH) Finally, braving the
elements on 2/23 a sojourn along the Big Spring Creek
yielded 2 hearty Killdeer and one Hermit Thrush along
with the usuals. (RR, DS)
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Observers: Deuane Hoffman, 3406 Montour St., Harrisburg,
17111, (717) 564-7475, Bill Franz, Ron French, Deb Gingrich, Dave
Grove,, Craig Houston, Regina Reeder, Brian Rollefinke, Dan Snell

Dauphin County

The best antidote for “cabin fever” was the late February
Red-necked Grebe fallout across the state. The first report
was that of a recovery along the Carsonville- Elizabethville
Rd. 2/26 (B&JC of Dauphin County Wildlife Rescue). After
determining it to be healthy juvenile it was released into the
Swatara Creek at Union Deposit 2/27 (TJ). By the end of the
month Red-necked Grebes were being reported from the
Susquehanna at Royalton 3/1 (RK & JR) and from the
Swatara Creek at Hummelstown 3/1 (PF). 

The cold winter kept most lakes and ponds frozen
through most of the season and only a few channels remained
open on the Susquehanna. The expected waterfowl species
were reported including Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye,
and Common Mergansers from various locations along the
river. Some of the more unusual sightings included a
Northern Shoveler at the High spire Reservoir 1/4 (PF), one
or more Redheads at Royalton from 2/2 on (P&RW), two
White-winged Scoters at Millersburg 2/8 (SB), Red-
breasted Mergansers at Royalton 2/8 (PF&BY), and four
American Coots on the Swatara at Union Deposit 2/18 (JR).
The first Wood Ducks were found on the Swatara at
Hummelstown 2/19 (PF) and, as the ice thawed at Wildwood
Lake, Gadwalls returned 2/23 (RR&DS). 

An apparent vulture roost near SGL 246 between
Hummelstown and Middletown yielded about 25 Turkey
Vultures and 15 Black Vultures 1/4 (PF). The latter was
regularly reported soaring over southern Dauphin Co.
throughout the rest of the winter season (many). 

Although a Bald Eagle was counted on the Curtin CBC
12/27 (SB) the ice conditions probably pushed most further
south in January. By February, however, reports started
coming in. Two sightings were along the Susquehanna near
Harrisburg, 2/10 (PP) and 2/15 (RSt), while two were sighted
in Halifax Tourist Park 2/25 (SB). A Rough-legged Hawk
and a Merlin were found on the Curtin CBC 12/27 (SB), a
Northern Harrier was observed in South Hanover Twp.
1/30 (TJ), and another Merlin was reported in Harrisburg
2/22 (N&CJ). One or more Peregrine Falcons spent most of
the winter in Harrisburg and could be found on or near the
Rachel Carson Building (LM). 

A Northern Saw-whet Owl was discovered on the
HACC campus during the Harrisburg CBC 12/14 (EC&JC).
Both Long-eared Owl (SR) and Short-eared Owl (SB) were
also reported in the county. Two Snowy Owl sightings closed
out the winter quarter. The first 2/21 (SR) in the fields near
the Hershey Medical Center and the second 2/25 (BC) five
miles north in South Hanover Twp. Because neither could be
relocated a general notice was not posted. 

An Eastern Phoebe braved the winter chill and was
still in Myo Park, Millersburg for the Curtin CBC 12/27 (RK
et.al.). Field Sparrow was also tallied on this count and one
visited a Carsonville feeder 1/12-16 (J&JF), while another
was found near Indian Echo Caverns, Hummelstown 2/23
(CBt). Many observers reported more than the usual number
of American Robins found in past winters in this area.
Among flocks of Horned Larks in the Hershey area 2/15
(PF&CBt) and Londonderry Twp. 2/22 (PF&BY) were
embedded one or more Snow Bunting and Lapland
Longspur. The only “winter finch” reported was Pine Siskin
on the Curtin CBC 12/27 (SB). 

Observers: Patricia and Richard Williams, 3 Parkside Ave.,
Hummelstown, 17036, (717) 566-6562, dickpatwill@juno.com,
Chuck Berthoud (Cbt), Scott Bills, (SB), Carolyn Blatchley (CB),
Gary Boltz (GB), Beth and John Carricato (BJC), Ed Chubb (EC),
Joe Church (JC), Bernie Crist (BC), Joan and Jim Funck (JJF),
Deuane Hoffman (DH), Tom Johnson (TJ), Nancy and Carl Juris
(NCJ), Ramsay Koury (RK), George Kurie (GK), Sandy Lockerman
(SL), Larry Massey (LM), Pam Parsons, (PP), Regina, Reeder (RR),
Joan Renninger, (JR), Dan Snell (DS), Rosemary Sphrea (RS), Kate
St John, (KS), Rick Stevick (Rst), Bill Youtz (BY).

Delaware County 

Locations: Darby Creek (DC), Darlington Tract (DT),
Delaware River (DR), Ridley Creek State Park (RCSP), Tyler
Arboretum (TY) 

Nighttime temperatures in the teens and an 8" snowfall
in the first week of Dec. started a record- breaking cold and
snowy (24" in Feb.) winter season. It was expected that half-
hardy passerines would not survive until the 81st Glenolden
CBC (Nick Pulcinella, compiler) and that waterfowl would be
pushed south. And so it was, 12/14 dawned with rain, fog and
wind, following an earlier ice storm that further contributed
to the lowest species total of 86 since 1955. To add insult to
injury, the immature Rufous Hummingbird that had been
at a Media feeder since Nov.16 evidently succumbed just
hours before the count. On 12/13 the young female bird was
observed feeding for the last time (PF). 

In spite of the conditions, 27 Black Vulture were a new
high, reflecting the continued increase of this species in the
county. Eastern Bluebirds were second highest at 97, which
was a tribute to the nest box trail program run by members
of the Birding Club of Delaware Co. Other high counts were
10 Mute Swan (ugh!), 3 Merlin, 14 Cooper’s Hawk (the 2nd

highest) and 209 Carolina Wren (3rd highest since 404 in
1999). Good finds were 6 Am. Pipit at RCSP (TM,AM,BR),
Pine Warbler, Purple Finch (MK), and Chipping
Sparrow. Two N. Bobwhite (MK) in the Chester Heights
area did not include a female who wintered at a feeder in
Rose Valley. The House Finch population continues to be
decimated by conjunctivitis and only 356 were found. The
count-week total of 91 species is also well below the 15 year
average of 99. (Species seen on the Glenolden CBC in
Philadelphia Co. are reported in that summary, although
their numbers are included here.)

Once it got cold enough to freeze the DR, any open water
attracted lingering waterfowl. Pied-billed and Horned
Grebe plus Ruddy Duck, each missed on the CBC, had been
on SR in early Dec.(NP) and were on Darby Creek 1/6 (AG).
The only report of Canvasback was 16 that AG saw on the
DR 1/28. Hooded Mergansers stayed on the Media portion
of Crum Creek for the whole season, but up to 85 Common
Mergansers were on SR. Gadwall could not be found after
early Dec. A few Green-winged Teal lingered along DC 1/24
(DM). A Mute Swan, Am. Black Duck, Mallard, and
several Bufflehead crowded into Earl’s Lake 1/15 (DM). 

A pair of Bonaparte’s Gulls was found on the DR 1/16
(AG). There were no reports of Northern Saw-whet or
Long-eared Owls, Rough-legged Hawk, or any other
unusual raptors. A flock of 22 Horned Lark was seen feeding
at the Airport 1/16 (AG). In addition to the birds in natural
areas, there were reports of Hermit Thrush surviving at
feeders (JL,SC). A Brown Thrasher that escaped the CBC
count was seen at Darlington 12/28 (AS). Black-capped
Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and Purple Finch
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were scarce, but American Tree Sparrow arrived in greater
numbers than usual. A flock of more than 100 fed in a corn
field at RCSP on 1/28 (AG) and the DT had more than 20 on
12/28 (AS). The flock of Snow Bunting that usually winters
at the airport was not found (JM). Bad weather kept birders
indoors watching feeders that attracted many more birds
than usual. One woodland Media feeder had 51 Mourning
Dove, 4 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 3 Brown Creeper, and
Tree Sparrow, all records for that location. An immature
male Baltimore Oriole visited that Media feeder from 12/27-
1/10 (DM). 

Observers: Doris McGovern 209 Dogwood Rd., Media, 19063
(610) 565-8484, Denis Brennan, Skip Conant, Phyllis Fingerhood,
Al Guarente, Sheryl Johnson, Mary Ellen Krober, Jim Lockyer,
Tom McParland, John Miller, Alison Mostrom, Edie Parnum, Nick
Pulcinella, Bill Roache, Alice Sevareid

Elk County
No Report.
No Compiler

Erie County

With the exception of Rough-legged Hawk and
Northern Shrike, there were no invasions of boreal species.
Even Pine Siskins went unrepoted. Northwestern
Pennsylvania was in the deep freeze for the entire winter
with few breaks. Temperatures remained well below freezing
temperatures, often in single digits, for many days in a row in
Erie with near record snowfalls for the period, totaling over
130 inches. The ice on Lake Erie was reported to be thicker
than it has been in 25 years. Despite the harshness of the
winter the wild food crop remained sustainable through the
period, which was evidenced by the abundance of robins and
bluebirds. Even Carolina Wren managed to hold on through
the winter. 

The following unusual birds were reported from Presque
Isle State Park unless noted otherwise. Fifteen Red-
throated Loons was a good waterbird count (WC) for the
late date of 1/10, but 24 counted flying past Sunset Point on
1/12 was unprecedented for the county (JM). Three Red-
necked Grebes were observed on 12/3 (JF) and one on 2/24
(DD). Two Eared Grebes remained from the fall season to
12/2 (BC). At least two Northern Gannets remained from
the fall season to 12/3 (See last seasons documentation) (JM,
BC). The Great Egret discovered at Fairview on 12/8
remained to 1/15 for the latest winter egret ever recorded in
western Pennsylvania.(JM). The three Turkey Vultures
seen soaring over Millcreek Twp. on 2/7 was exceptionally
early (DM). A Wood Duck on 2/27 was somewhat early (BC).
A female King/Common Eider cruised by Sunset Point
during the WC on 12/10 (JM). Up to three Surf Scoters
lingered to 1/9 (BC) and a total of six White-winged Scoters
wintered through the period (JM, LM). Two Black Scoters
were present on 1/1 & 1/2 (BC). The only Rough-legged
Hawk reported for the winter season was one on 1/5 at
Fairview (JM). A Peregrine Falcon was reported in Erie on
1/16 (RS). A single Purple Sandpiper was observed on the
breakwaters on 12/14 (AT). Wilson's Snipe are rarely
reported in winter in Erie County, so a single bird at Fairview
from 1/27-29 was unusual (JM).

Thayer's type gulls were reported around Presque Isle
totaling at least four individuals (JM). An Iceland Gull was
on the park from 12/9-14 (JM). The adult California Gull
documented last season may have returned when a bird was

reported on 12/24 (no details) (RF). A total of eight Lesser
Black-backed Gulls stayed in the area until 1/10 (JM, BC).
A single Glaucous Gull was recorded on the WC on 12/1
(JH) and another was reported on 1/13 (BC). A Short-eared
Owl was observed flying over Erie on 12/8 (DW). Unusual
away from Presque Isle was a Northern Saw-whet Owl at
Union City (DP). Rare in winter was a wintering Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker that remained to at least 1/17 (JTC). A
Northern Shrike was at the park on 12/3 (BC) and another
was at Fairview on 2/1 (JM).

A Winter Wren successfully wintered at Edinboro (RS).
A Varied Thrush made periodic visits to a feeding station in
McKean on 1/1-2 and 2/4 & 2/9 (SS, BM). A Gray Catbird
found the wild food crop sufficient to remain until at least 2/7
at Roderick Wildlife Reserve (BC). Annual but rare in the
county was the Northern Mockingbird seen on 12/3 at
Fairview (JM). A Bohemian Waxwing was discovered in a
large flock of Cedar Waxwings and was recorded from 1/28 to
2/6 at Lake City. (RK). Despite the harsh winter, at least
three Eastern Towhees wintered at Edinboro and Union
City (RK, DP). A very late Savannah Sparrow was found on
12/6 (JS).Five Lapland Longspurs were counted on 12/4
and a single bird was seen the next day at Girard. 

Observers: Jerry McWil1iams, 3508 Allegheny Rd., Erie,
16508, (814) 868- 3059, jerrymcw@aol.com Ben Coulter (BC),
Jean and Toby Cunningham (JTC), Dave Darney (DD), John Fedak
(JF), Rick Fridell (RF), Joyce Hoffmann (JH), Rick Kreider (RK),
Dianne Machesney (DM), Jerry McWilliams (JM), Linda
McWilliams (LM), Barbara Mitchell(BM), Donna Peters (DP), Don
Snyder (DS), Jerry Stanley (JS), Sam Stull (SS), Ruth Swaney (RS),
Adam Troyer (AT), Dave Wilton (DW).

Fayette County 

A flock of 9 American Robins were seen near Virgin
Lake, and 5 Eastern Towhees (all males) were seen at
Franklin Lake, near the village of Royal (MMC).

Observers: Mike Fialkovich, 805 Beulah Road, Pittsburgh,
15235 (412) 731 - 3581, mpfial@sgi.net, Mark McConaughy.

Forest County

A Red-necked Grebe that Mike Leahy had rescued
from a highway near Clarion was transported to the Tionesta
Lake outflow area on 2/28, where it seems to be doing well.
(ML, MB). A Great Blue Heron was seen near Tionesta on
1/9. (RD, AK, PS).

A nice selection of waterfowl was reported from the
Allegheny River near Five Forks on 1/29: 20 Canada Geese,
1 Tundra Swan, 26 American Black Ducks, 3 Mallards,
1 Redhead, and 10 Common Mergansers (MB). Twenty-
two Common Mergansers were found in the Tionesta area
on 1/10 (AK, PS).

A mid-winter survey conducted by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers found an immature Bald Eagle on 1/9, and 2
adults on 1/10. (AK, PS) Two adults were also seen on 1/14.
(RD, AK, PS) A resident reports having seen 2 adult Bald
Eagles and 3 immatures at various times throughout the
reporting period. (NM) All Bald Eagle reports were from
the Tionesta area.

A Red-shouldered Hawk was spotted near Buzzard
Swamp on 1/1, and another appeared in a Tionesta area yard
on 1/5. (FM, JM). Three Ring-billed Gulls and 4 Horned
Larks were found in the Red Brush area on 1/1. (FM, JM). 
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One Northern Flicker was seen at Tionesta Lake on
1/9. (RD, PS, AK) A single Red-breasted Nuthatch was
seen almost daily at feeders near Tionesta, where a Brown
Creeper was also seen on 12/11, 1/27, 2/1, and 2/15. Golden-
crowned Kinglets were found at many locations throughout
the reporting period. (FM, JM). A flock of 8 Eastern
Blubirds was seen at Tionesta Lake on1/2. (RD, AK, PS)
Three were spotted near Pleasant Valley Farms on 1/21, and
an American Robin was found near Tionesta on 12/21. (FM,
JM).

American Tree Sparrows were common throughout
the period, with a high of 16 found on 1/21 at Tionesta Lake.
The following, all at feeders near Tionesta: one or two White-
throated Sparrows were seen regularly until 2/16; the high
number of Dark-eyed Juncos was 47 on 12/28; a single
Purple Finch on 12/25 was the first for the winter - they
were seen sporadically throughout the period, with a high of
7 on 1/17; a single Pine Siskin made an appearance on 2/16;
the high for American Goldfinches was 106 on 1/1. (FM,
JM)

Observers: Flo McGuire, HC 1 Box 6A, Tionesta, PA 16353,
(814) 755-3672, mcguires@usachoice.net, Margaret Buckwalter,
Rodney Daum, Amy Keitzer-Wallace, Mike Leahy, Nancy McGill,
Flo McGuire, Jim McGuire, Parks Swartzfager

Franklin County
No Report
Compiler: Dale L. Gearhart, PO Box 155, Shady

Grove, 17256, (717) 597-3979, gear@innernet.net

Fulton County

Fulton's raptor survey on 1/25 produced 6 Red-tailed
Hawks, 5 American Kestrels, and 1 Sharp-shinned
Hawk (Regina Reeder, Marilyn Snell, Dan Snell). The Forbes
Trail Rd Pond, Ft. Littleton, hosted 2 Great Blue Herons
and a Killdeer on 2/24(DS).

Observers: Dan Snell, PO Box 653, Shippensburg, 17257,
dan_snell@hotmail.com, Regina Reeder, Marilyn Snell

Greene County

Locations: Cumberland Township (Cmb.Twp). Waynesburg
(Wbg) 

This snowy, cold winter provided an interesting mix for
birders in Greene County. Some expected winter visitors were
entirely absent, others were less in number than usual, some
resident birds were quite numerous, and we had some very
nice surprises. Waterfowl of all sorts were sporadic. When
there was open water, they were around. The larger ponds
and lakes were frozen over, or nearly so, during most of the
reporting period. Canada Geese were seen county-wide with
a large flock of 250 seen the first week of Feb. on route 21/18
just west of Wbg. (KR, KK). The large flock was not seen after
the “big snow” of 2/16. RB reported 5 American Black
Ducks 1/16 in Ten Mile Creek on Pollock Mill Road. KR
reported a Ring-Billed Gull in Franklin Twp. near Wbg. on
2/26. Great Blue Herons were seen in late December (21
and 28) on both Christmas Counts in the county, but not
again until 2/21 on Porter Street Road near Wbg.(KR). A
Killdeer was reported 12/5 at the Bell Farm in Morgan Twp.
by RKB (last fall date) and one was heard 2/28 in Franklin
Twp. by KK (first spring date).

Ring-Necked Pheasants are still seen occasionally in
the county. KR reported two males 2/26 on Patterson Creek
Road in Morris Twp.Two surprises reported by MH were a
2nd year Bald Eagle at the intersection of WW Railroad
(SR4029) and Iams Station Rd. in Morris Twp.on 2/9. That
same day MH also found an adult Golden Eagle on Whipkey
Ridge in Aleppo Twp. which was still present 3/14. A cold-
looking Turkey Vulture was seen on 1/17 (KB)and again on
1/29 (KK) at Ten Mile Creek between Mather and Jefferson.
An additional treat was the Merlin sitting atop the Court
House in Wbg. reported on 12/28 by MH who was
accompanied by JC and LW.

A Belted Kingfisher was seen on 1/16 and 1/17 on
route 218 south of Wbg.(KR). LG reported 2 Red-Headed
Woodpeckers at her feeder on Love's Hill in Jefferson Twp.
on 2/22. KR reported a Brown Creeper regularly present at
her suet through Jan.and Feb.in Cmb Twp. The Bell Farm in
Morgan Twp. last hosted 7 Eastern Bluebirds on 12/5
(RKB). RKB also reported 15 Yellow-Rumped Warblers
12/28 resting in his Holly Tree on the Bell Farm in Morgan
Twp. The last Fall date for Red-Winged Blackbird was 12/1
and the first Spring date was 2/23, both reported by KK at her
feeders on the Kern Farm in Morgan Twp. A Common
Grackle showed up 2/23 at the feeder at the Kern Farm in
Morgan Twp. (KK). KR found three Eastern Meadowlarks
on 1/30 on Neff Road in Cmb. Twp.

KK also reported a profusion of Dark-Eyed Juncos
(high count 43 on 2/16) and Northern Cardinals (high count
59 on 2/16) at her feeders on the Kern Farm in Morgan Twp.
all season. A Field Sparrow visited the feeder of KR in Cmb.
Twp. from 2/8-16. A Swamp Sparrow was noted by KK at
the Kern Farm in Morgan Twp. at her feeder on 2/15. 

Observers: Kathy Kern, 322 Kennel Rd. Waynesburg, 15370,
n3xssj@alltel.net, Kim Barbetta (KB), Ralph K. Bell (RKB), Lynn
Goroncy (LG), Judy Cholak (JC), Majorie Howard (MH), Kathy
Reeves (KR), Lisa Wheeler (LW). 

Huntingdon County

Locations: Huntingdon (HU), Lake Raystown (LR), McAlevy’s
Fort (MF), Spruce Creek (SC), Stone Mt. (SM), Stone Valley
(SV), Tussey Mt. (TM),

Huntingdon Co. highlights for winter quarter 2002-2003
were two species for which I am unaware of previous county
records. One, Long-eared Owl, is not likely new here nor
particularly unexpected – simply difficult to detect. However,
the second new species, Harlequin Duck, is more likely a
bird never seen previously in the county

As across Pennsylvania, the winter season was
consistently cold here. Snow cover was persistent but mostly
limited to a few inches until the 18-inch snowfall of the
“President’s Day storm” on Feb. 16-17. Perhaps it was the
cold that created the impression of a season with below
average bird activity. This impression is supported by data
from local Christmas counts. Low numbers of common species
were evident on the Lake Raystown count (12/22) where the
tally for each of the following common winter residents was
either the lowest or second lowest in the ten year history of
this count: Red-bellied, Downy, and Hairy Woodpeckers;
Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-
breasted Nuthatch, Northern Cardinal, and Dark-eyed
Junco. The low numbers were not due to low coverage, which
was about average. The species total of 59 was the lowest ever
(average = 68). Most of these species were also below average
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on the Huntingdon count, held 12/15. Sixty-one species on
that count was a bit below the average of 63 species from
1993-2001.

Waterfowl were frozen out of some normally available
habitat as the quarter progressed. LR largely froze over – an
unusual event. Occasional individual Pied-billed and
Horned Grebes were noted on open stretches of the Juniata
R. below the Raystown Dam. Despite the cold, vultures over-
wintered in the county as they have done in recent years. DK
observed 18 Turkey and 65 Black Vultures at HU on Jan.
3 and then 34 Black on Jan 31.

Waterfowl in the Juniata R. included 1 Canvasback on
1/28 and 2 Redheads on 2/3 (DK); and a flock of over 20
scaup, primarily Greater (2/9) found on a State College Bird
Club field trip. Forty Bufflehead were in the Juniata 1/7
(DK). A few Common Goldeneyes were present through the
quarter as well and Common Mergansers were easily found
as usual in winter here. 

The best bird of the quarter was the female Harlequin
Duck found on 1/26 in the Raystown Branch of the Juniata
about 1.5 miles below the Raystown dam (GG, DK, TK). This
well-marked bird stayed in close company with a female
Bufflehead and was usually seen diving actively and then
bouncing buoyantly back to the surface. It was last seen on
2/9. Documentation has been submitted to P.O.R.C. for this
first county record.

(An interesting footnote was a report by ML of a female
Harlequin found March 4 in the company of a female
Bufflehead in Spring Creek, Centre Co., about 25 miles
North of the Juniata R. location)

The resident pair of Bald Eagles at LR over-wintered
despite the eventual freezing of the lake. Their hunting
efforts focused on the Juniata, which remained ice-free below
the dam. The pair was noted carrying sticks to their nest 2/8.
The annual Eagle census on LR netted a record-high 12 Bald
Eagles this winter – 5 adults, 7 immatures (RC). The count,
on 1/10, occurred before the lake froze. Northern Harriers
were noted near SC on 12/21 and also near LR on 1/4 (DK).
Both color forms of Rough-legged Hawks were found, with
most reports from MF. Migrant Golden Eagles were seen at
both ends of the period. The last southbound bird was noted
at SM hawkwatch on 12/1 (GG) and the first northbound bird
passed the TM watch on 2/20 (JR) despite the brutal season.
However, no further northbound Golden Eagles were then
noted until March.

A Long-eared Owl was heard calling on the L.
Raystown CBC on 12/22 (DH, AM). Eastern Screech, Great
Horned, and Barred Owls were heard in their usual
locations (GG, DK). 

Did the West Nile Virus affect Corvids? Both Blue Jays
and American Crows were below average on the Christmas
counts. On the Raystown count, 62 Blue Jays and 336
American Crows were found (avg. since 1993 = 129 jays and
415 crows). On the Huntingdon count, 205 Blue Jays (avg
since 1989 = 234) and 317 American Crows (avg. = 438)
were recorded. But any connection to West Nile is speculative
considering the many other species also below average on
these counts.

What effect did the severe winter have on Carolina
Wrens? In 2001, this species reached records numbers on
both the Raystown and Huntingdon counts with 74 and 51
respectively. This year, with the season off to a cold, snowy
start before the Christmas count season, the counts were 46
for Raystown and 36 for Huntingdon. These numbers are still
well above the low point reached after the tough winter of
1993-94 (2 for Raystown and 5 for Huntingdon).

As usual, some birds lingered here at the edge of their
winter range. DK noted Hermit Thrush on both 1/7 and 2/7.
A Gray Catbird was recorded on the Raystown CBC 12/22
(GG). Kyler also found Yellow-rumped Warblers – 7 near
SC on 12/21 and 3 there on 1/18. He also noted an Eastern
Towhee near SC 12/21. The Kylers had a Chipping
Sparrow at their feeder at HU until last seen 2/21, a few
days after the big snow. Also usually scarce here in winter
was a Field Sparrow in SV on 1/11 (GG). A n o t h e r
sparrow highlights was a flock of at least 12+ White-
crowned that wintered at Cottage. The cold weather and
snow cover brought many American Tree Sparrows (32 on
2/15) and Dark-eyed Juncos (46 on 1/4) to our feeders at MF
(GG, DG). DK reported a Swamp Sparrow at LR on 1/2 and
a Snow Bunting over HU on 12/26.

Two Eastern Meadowlarks were near MF on 1/18
(GG). Usually present by the end of Feb., this year Red-
winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles were not
recorded until March, but a single Brown-headed Cowbird
briefly visited our MF feeder 2/23. Except for occasional
Purple Finches, winter finches were not reported. By mid-
Jan., the American Goldfinch flock at our MF feeder had
grown to over 200.

Observers: Greg Grove, RR 1, Box 483, Petersburg 16669, (814)
667-2305, gwg2@psu.edu, Nick Bolgiano, Rob Criswell, David
Fox, Deb Grove, Greg Grove, Molly Heath, Deuane Hoffman, David
Kyler, Trudy Kyler, Mike Lanzone, Scott McConnell, Andy
McGann, Jason Ryan, Chuck Widmann.

Indiana County

Locations: Indiana (IN), Saltsburg (SB), Yellow Creek State
Park (YC).

Twenty-six Pied-billed Grebes and 2 Horned Grebes
still lingered at YC through 12/3 (LC). There were only 4
reports of Great Blue Herons this period with singletons
last noted 1/14 at both Margus Lake (CG,MH) and at Twolick
Creek (LC). Canada Goose maxima included 181 at YC 12/3
(LC) and 200 over IN 12/26 (PJ,PJo). Near IN 22 Tundra
Swans were seen 12/21 (LH,LHe), and 18 were spotted on 1/6
(EB); last recorded was a singleton at YC 1/14
(LC,CG,MH,SS). Four Gadwalls at YC 12/3 (LC) were last.
YC’s last 15 Am. Black Ducks were found 12/31
(LC,MH,DJ,SS); 5 at Penn Run 1/3 (GL) and 2 flying over
Blue Spruce Co. Park 2/14 (MH,RH) comprised the remaining
reports. Best Mallard counts included 179 at Saltsburg 12/4
(LH) and 43 near Creekside 12/26 (TP,MS). A single
Canvasback at Twolick Reservoir 1/1 (MH,RH) was the lone
report. YC still yielded 3 Redheads, 28 Ring-necked
Ducks, 5 Buffleheads, and 3 Common Goldeneyes 12/3
(LC). A Hooded Merganser at YC 12/17 (LC,MH) was the
lone report. Last Red-breasted Merganser was found at YC
12/8 (LC). A good count of 117 Ruddy Ducks was tallied at
YC 12/3 (LC). An adult Bald Eagle was spotted on the
Conemaugh at Saltsburg 12/16 (SE). Northern Harriers
were reported at 9 locations during the season. 

Last American Coots were 144 at YC 12/3 (LC). A
single Wilson’s Snipe was found near IN 12/26 (JD,JT);
another was at different location near IN 2/3 (EB). Top Ring-
billed Gull tally was 18 at YC 12/3 (LC) where last of the
season occurred 12/24 (LC).

Only 5 Eastern Screech-Owls were noted during the
period, of which 4 (MH,RH) were seen peering from tree or
roost box cavities; 3 were red morph and 1, gray. Great
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Horned Owls were noted at 8 locations. As logging has
increased in our county, Barred Owls have mostly
disappeared from their former haunts. The only report this
season was a singleton near IN 12/26 (GF). A Short-eared
Owl was found near West Lebanon 12/19 (LH) and 1/9
(MH,RH). The deep snow cover brought another into Marcy
Cunkelman’s yard near Lewisville 2/14 where it was
photographed. This was the first time ever that the IN CBC
did not yield a Belted Kingfisher; this was the 20th year for
the count; the lone report was 1 near Clymer on 2/14
(MH,RH). The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker frequenting DJ’s
feeder continued sporadically through the end of period;
individuals were found at YC 12/17 (LC,MH) and 12/26
(JD,JT), at HC after 1/7 (LC), near Ernest 1/8 (MH,RH), and
near SH 1/23 (MH,RH). Fish Crows continued on the IUP
campus with reports of 1-5 (SG,RW) birds sporadically
throughout the period. Away from IUP, Fish Crows were
heard at Saltsburg 12/19 (SS). Common Raven sightings
continue to increase with a total of 14 this period (v.o.).
Horned Lark maxima included 99 near IN 12/26 (DCu,MC),
240 near Marion Center 12/30 (MH,RH), and 300 near
Lewisville 2/17 (MC).

Several observers commented on the low numbers of
Black-capped Chickadees visiting their feeders this
winter, and CBC data showed this to be the lowest count
since 1992. One to 3 Red-breasted Nuthatches were
recorded near Shelocta (MH,RH) throughout the period; 3
were listed near Parkwood 12/26 (BMe,HM). Single Winter
Wrens were found at YC (MH,RH,LW) and near Penn Run
(BF,TF), both 12/26. High Eastern Bluebird counts were 20
near Saltsburg 12/4 (SE) and 9 near IN 2/23 (EB). Hermit
Thrush reports, all singletons, included birds at YC 12/26
(MH,RH,LW), 1/14 (LC,CG,MH,SS), and 1/25 (TB,LC,RH,SS);
1 on Reservoir Hill in IN 12/26 (PJ); and another near IN
12/26 (CG,DJ). American Robin maxima included 45 on
Reservoir Hill 1/19 (PJ) and 60 near Lewisville 2/3 (MC).
After reports of 7 on 12/26 (v.o.) for the CBC, Northern
Mockingbirds appeared to vacate the county except for 1
individual on Reservoir Hill on 2/8, 16-17 (PJ).

An American Pipit near IN 1/6 (EB) was a nice find.
Top Cedar Waxwing counts were 17 near IN 12/26 (GF,JF-
M), 13 at YC 1/14 (LC,CG,MH,SS), and 10 near Marion
Center 2/14 (MH,RH). A Yellow-rumped Warbler
(DCu,MC) and an Eastern Towhee (HE), both near IN 12/26
were the season’s lone reports. Late Field Sparrows
included 8 at Pine Ridge Co. Park 12/19 (LC), 1 at YC 12/26
(JD,JT), and 1 visiting a feeder near Shelocta 1/3 (MH,RH).
Two Savannah Sparrows were unusual winterers at a
Center Twp. feeder 12/10 through the end of the period (BM).
Another individual was spotted near Penn Run 2/14
(MH,RH). A Fox Sparrow was found at Blairsville 12/3
(MS); one wintered at a HC feeder (LC) and was present all
period. Last Swamp Sparrows were 3 on 1/14
(LC,CG,MH,SS) at YC. Two White-crowned Sparrows were
found near IN 12/26 (DCu,MC), and another was near YC
(GL,GS) that day. Dark-eyed Junco feeder counts included
37 near IN 12/16 (DJ) and 67 near SH 1/7 (MH). Several
observers mentioned increased numbers of Northern
Cardinals at their feeders this winter; 38 near HC on 2/21
(LC) was the top count.

Nine Red-winged Blackbirds near Lewisville 12/14
(MC) were the only red-wings this season. A Brewer’s
Blackbird briefly visited a feeder near YC 12/25 (PA); this is
a fifth county record. Nine Common Grackles lingering
near IN till 12/26 (DC,GM) were last. Purple Finches were
tough to find by the first of the year; the only reports were 1-5

birds at DJ’s feeder near IN through 1/31. Two Pine Siskins
stopped at an IN feeder for a short period of time on 12/26
(MP), the lone report.

Observers: Margaret Higbee, RR2 Box 166, Indiana, 15701,
(724) 354-3493, Pat Andrascik, Eli Beiler, Tom Byrnes, Lee
Carnahan, Dorcas Clark, Dan Cunkelman (DCu), Marcy
Cunkelman, Jim Dearing, Heidi Earhart, Sam Eckenrode, Gary
Ferrence, Jeanine Ferrence-McKinster, Betsy Fetterman, Tom
Fetterman, Steve Graff, Carol Guba, Len Hess, Linda Hess (LHe),,
Roger Higbee, Dory Jacobs, Pat Johner, Paul Johner (PJo), Gloria
Lamer, Beth Marshall, Mark McConaughy, Gib McLaughlin, Bruce
Mehus (BMe), Helen Mehus, Tom Pearson, Marjorie Peterson, Matt
Sarver, Scott Speedy, Georgette Syster, John Taylor, Linda
Wagner, Ray Winstead.

Jefferson County
No report
No Compiler

Juniata County

Locations: Oakland Mills (OM), Juniata River (JR) 

On 12/15, while birding by canoe on the Juniata River
found 1 Common Goldeneye, 1 Hooded Merganser, and
103 Common Mergansers.(TP,HP). A stop at Carber Beach
on 2/14, revealed 405 Common Mergansers, 1 Hooded
Merganser, 26 Common Goldeneye, 11 Bufflehead, 7
Lesser Scaup, 12 Mallard and 17 American Black Duck
(TP,EP,HP).

A dark phase Rough-legged Hawk was reported in
Van Wert on 1/14, while another report was on 2/21 near
Mexico Ridge, (AT,TP,Ef'). Also of special interest were 24
Red-tailed Hawks in a small area near Little
Evendale,(GL,SL). 

The only report of Short-eared Owls was on 12/15,
while hiking through tall grass near OM (MT). Was the harsh
winter taking a toll on the Barn Owls this year? This
quarter there were 3 reports of dead Barn Owls. One
(juvenile) was found in a pasture in Van Wert, starved (PR).
Another (adult) was found starved in an old barn in OM (MT).
But the last one hit on the road in McAlisterville(PR). 

On 12/11 a Red- headed Woodpecker was reported
visiting a feeder in OM (AT). then seen regularly from 1/2
through rest of the quarter at the same feeders. Also reported
there were Rusty Blackbird on 12/30,(DT), Common
Grackle and Chipping Sparrow, on 2/3 and on 2/21 a
Savannah Sparrow was discovered (AT). Another
Savannah Sparrow was found at a feeder on the Mexico
Ridge on 2/20, and stayed for over a week (TP). The first
American Tree Sparrow was reported on 12/06 in OM (AT).

One Evening Grosbeak was reported on Rockland
Ridge on 12/23 (AT). Large numbers of American Robins
were reported early this year with 200-+ in one flock on 2/16
in OM (AT). Eastern Bluebirds were also reported in large
numbers this winter (TP). 

Observers: Toby Petersheim, RR 2 Box 539. Mifflintown, Pa.
17059, (717) 535-4682, Garry LockerMan, Sandy Lockerman,
Elmer Petersheim, Henry Petersheim, Paul Renno, Aden Troyer,
David Troyer, Moses Troyer,. 

Lackawana County 

At Gravel Pond, a water circulator near a dock (perhaps
251 hy 40' of open water) an adult Tundra Swan was
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present with the resident Mute Swans. On 1/19, in about the
same area of open water there, there were no swans, but
there was an amazing total of 400 Mallards (some standing
near the open water on the ice) along with 10 American
Black Ducks and 3 American Coots. 

On 1/12 I saw a Cooper's Hawk flying over Scranton.
On 2/19 I saw an immature Bald Eagle flying over at
Moscow. On 2/19 there were still 5 American Tree
Sparrows at Ford's Pond. 

Observers: William Reid, 73 W. Ross St., Wilkes-Barre, 18702,
(570) 836-2734. 

Lancaster County

Locations: Middlecreek WMA (MC), Muddy Run Pumped
Storage Area (MR), Susquehanna River, Conejohela Flats
(SRCF), Susquehanna River, Peach Bottom (PB). 

The above average precipitation and below average
temperatures of October and November continued and
resulted in a winter that was much snowier and colder than
normal. This condition did not result in an absence of warmer
weather species like robins or the presence of northern
species such as winter finches. 

A decent variety of waterfowl were present until the
river and lakes froze in late December. On 12/28, two Horned
Grebes were at SRCF. Other species of waterfowl at the
same location included Snow Goose, 3 Mute Swan (present
until 1/1, JH), Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead and Common
Goldeneye. Waterfowl numbers were beginning to build
again at Middlecreek and on the Susquehanna River by the
end of February, but the ice cover well delayed the peak of
migration into the middle of March. An adult Greater
White-fronted Goose was found with a flock of several
thousand Canada Geese along Nolt Road in New Holland
(JH). The peak Snow Goose count for the winter was only
8000 from 12/2 on the Susquehanna Conowingo Pond (JS).
Several thousand were present at MC and MR into the middle
of January. One Ross' Goose was found at MR on 12/21 (JH)
and a high count of five birds were found at MC on the
evening of 1/4 (DW). 

Golden Eagle was seen once along the lower
Susquehanna on 12/15 (BS). Peregrine Falcons have
become regular winter visitors in recent years and this year
was no exception. They were present all season with sightings
in the New Holland area as well as numerous sightings along
the Susquehanna River at Columbia and Safe Harbor. Larry
Coble spent time tracking the two birds that were present in
the Columbia area and they spent time roosting on various
buildings in the city and on the railroad towers near the
Columbia boat launch. There was some speculation that these
may be the same individuals that have been present at Three
Mile Island, although this had not been proven at the time of
this writing. 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls were present on the
Susquehanna River from Safe Harbor to Washington Boro in
good numbers from December to January. The high count was
seven on 12/28 (JH). Long-eared and Short-eared Owls
were found at MC on the Lititz CBC (m.ob.) and these birds
remained through the period. Two Short-eared Owls were
also seen at Groffdale and Musser School Roads in New
Holland on 12/12 (DR). Northern Shrike was noted in a
yard off of Greenfield Road near Lancaster on 2/22 (JK).
Common Raven is a very difficult bird to see in Lancaster
County, so it was significant when two were discovered in the

valley just north of the Cornwall Fire Tower on the
Lancaster/Lebanon County border. They were found in mid-
January (SW) and seen through at least early February
(BC,TG,JH,EW). Brown Thrasher was still at MC on 1/22
(RS). 

Yellow-throated Warbler somehow made it through
the snow storm and was still at Muddy Run's Wissler Run on
12/17 (PR). Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs were
present in December in the New Holland area. The longspurs
continued through the end of the period in New Holland and
throughout the county, but the buntings were more elusive.
Black-headed Grosbeak was the highlight of the period. It
was first officially recorded on the Solanco CBC on 12/15
(FHa, BHa) and seen by many observers until 12/17. The bird
was at the home of Dale and Maxine Montgomery and was
present for as much as a week before 12/15.

Yellow-headed Blackbird was another good bird for
the period. A male and one or two females were present from
12/19-21 in the southern part of the county amidst flocks of
several hundred thousand blackbirds. The birds were tracked
to a roosting area west of Aberdeen Maryland. Each morning
they would make their way from that location to their feeding
areas in southern Lancaster County (DW, JH, JHo). Rusty
Blackbird visited a feeder near Elizabethtown on 2/9-10
(AM). Winter finches were almost non existent this year
although two Pine Siskins were recorded on the Lititz CBC.

Observers: Jonathan Heller, 206 Newcomer Rd., Mount Joy,
17552, (717) 653-5541, rlheller@popmail.voicenet.com, Tom
Amico (TA), Barry Blust (BB), Jerry Book (JB), Devin Bosler (DB),
Justin Bosler (JBo), Bruce Carl (BC), Larry Coble (LC), Les
Eastman (LE), Ron Ferry (RF), Scott Fisher (SF), Tom Garner
(TG), Barb Haas (BHa), Frank Haas (FHa), Dan Heathcote (DHe),,
Deuane Hoffman (DH), Tom Hopson (TH), Jason Horn (JHo), Jeff
Karnicky (JK), Ann Mease (AM), Randy Miller (RM), Dale
Montgomery (DM), Maxine Montgomery (MM), Tom Raub (TR),
Regina Reader (RR), Dirk Robinson (DR), Peter Robinson (PR), Bob
Schutsky (BS), Nancy Schutsky (NS), Jim Smith (JS), Dan Snell
(DS), Rosemary Spreha (RS), Glenn Stauffer (GS), Susan Wheeler
(SW), Carol Wilkinson (CW), Jim Wilkinson (JW), Dave Wilton
(DW), Eric Witmer (EW).

Lawrence County
No Report
Compiler: Randy Stringer, 409 Shady Dr., Grove

City, 16127, rcstringer@gcc.edu

Lebanon County

Locations: Camp Shand (C.S.), Memorial Lake State Park
(MLSP), Middlecreek Wildlife Management Area (MC), SGL
145, 2nd Mtn. Hawk Watch (2nd Mtn).

Lots of snow and frozen water made bird sightings
difficult. Snow Geese were seen in fields around M.C. A flock
of 6,000 on 12/21 along Mt. Pleasant Rd. headed south until
1/11 when 45,000 returned to M.C. (RM, KM). Snow Geese
left the area again until early March. One Ross’s Goose was
seen at M.C. on 1/11. Tundra Swans were reported in low
numbers all winter. A flock of 12 Ring-necked Ducks were
seen on 12/4 at Bethleham Steel Lake. (R.G.) A Red-
breasted Merganser at the Cornwall Quarry on 12/29 is
only the second fall record recorded in Leb. Co. (S.W.). 

At least 4 Bald Eagels were found around M.C. (mob).
Northern Harriers were seen up to 12/31 at 2nd Mtn.
Golden Eagles were last recorded on 12/23, also at 2nd Mtn.
A flock of 80 Wild Turkey was seen on 12/8 at MLSP. (mob).
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Lesser Black-backed Gulls were last seen on 12/8 at
M.L. (RM, TB). A group of 55 Greater Black-backed Gulls
at M.L. on 1/1 set a new county high. (RM). Common
Ravens were found all quarter throughout the county. A pair
were seen regularly in Lancaster and Lebanon Co. (S.W.).

American Robins were seen in good numbers all
winter. (mob). A Gray Catbird was found on 1/19 at S.G.L.
145. (RM). American Tree Sparrows were seen all quarter
with 60 on 12/8 (M.ob). Two Lapland Longspurs and 3
Snow Buntings were seen with 200 Horned Larks on 2/20
near Annville. (GB). On 2/18 an Eastern Meadowlark was
found near Upper Lawn. (G.B.). A single Pine Siskin was
seen on 12/29 at Spring Hill Acres. (S.W.). A flock of 6
Evening Grosbeaks were seen at Mt. Wilson on 1/16. (RM).

Observers: Randy Miller, 607 Woodland Dr., Manheim, (717)
664-3778, Tom Barton, Chuck Berthoud, Gerry Boltz, Jay George,
Randy Groff, Fritz Heilman, Gary Koppenhaver, Ken and Jane
Light, Gail Lawrence, Kate Miller, Steve Rannels, Dave Schwenk,
Rosemary Speha, Susan Wheeler, Dennis Wingle.

Lehigh County

The 59th annual Lehigh Valley Audubon Christmas Bird
Count took place on December 14. The day was cool with
some drizzle and a couple of inches of slushy snow on the
ground. 45 field observers and 5 feeder watchers recorded
28,120 individual birds of 77 species. In spite of the weather
one new record was established with 6 Pileated
Woodpeckers (mobs) seen. The previous record was 4.
Thanks to Dennis Miller for doing a great job in organizing
the Count and compiling the data.

The winter in Lehigh County made it tough on bird
watching between the cold and the snow. A few hardy souls
did send in reports. There was a lot of activity at feeders
because of the weather but there nothing unusual was
reported. There were no reports of northern finches. A dark
phased Rough-legged Hawk (JG) was observed along Smith
Lane on 12/29. A Lesser Black-backed Gull (BM,PM,FB)
was seen at the Fogelsville Quarry on 2/2. This is the first
record of a Lesser Black-backed Gull in Lehigh County.
Returning to Smith Lane, a Short-eared Owl (AC,JG and
son) was seen from 12/28 to1/5. Smith Lane is an excellent
spot for Horned Larks and other open country birds.
Horned Larks (mobs) were seen most of December, January
and February. A high count of a 1000 Horned Larks (AC,
JG) were observed on 12/28. Golden-crowned Kinglets (JL)
were seen at Rodale Park on 2/9. A Hermit Thrush (WK)
was seen in the Ancient Oaks development in Lower
Macungie Township on 1/14. Three Hermit Thrushes (JL)
were observed on game lands 205 on 12/29. Also on the game
lands that day was a Gray Catbird (JL). Yellow-rumped
Warblers (JL) were seen 2/9 at Rodale Park. A Savannah
Sparrow (AC,JG) was seen on 12/28 and 2/9 on Smith Lane.
A Lapland Longspur (KC,JG) was also seen on Smith Lane
on 12/8. Snow Buntings (mobs) were also seen sporadically
this winter on Smith Lane. A high count of 10 Snow
Buntings (JL) were seen on 2/16.

Observers: Jon Levin, 1899 Aster Rd., Lehigh, 18062, (610)
366-9996, levin@apic.com Fritz Brock (FB), Kevin Crilley (KC),
Andy Curtis (AC), Joe Greco (JG), Will Kratz (WK), Bernie Morris
(BM), Pauline Morris (PM). 

Luzerne County

Here is a summary of unusual, uncommon and
noteworthy birds reported in Luzerne County during the
months of December 2002 through February 2003. Four
Snow Geese flying overhead in Wilkes Barre on 2/10
observed by Bill Reid. Redhead on Harveys Lake on 1/2 seen
by Ed Johnson and Bill Reid. White-winged Scoter first
reported at Harveys Lake on 12/10 and last reported 1/6. Surf
Scoter at Harveys Lake on 12/26. 

An immature Golden Eagle on 1/4 at Shickshinny by
Jim Hoyson and company was a surprise. Northern Saw-
whet Owl found by Bill Reid at Lake Catalpa on the Dallas
CBC on 12/21. A Northern Shrike was first found at
Demunds on 12/1 and was found again for the Dallas CBC.
Purple Finch and Yellow-rumped Warbler were reported
by Devich Fabrotnik also on the Dallas CBC. White-
crowned Sparrow at the feeder of Ed Johnson on 12/13.
Common Redpoll were found at Rickets Glen State Park on
12/29. The Nescopeck CBC was cancelled this year due to
snowy weather.

Observers: Rich Koval, 305 William St., Plains, 18705 (570)
829-4381, unibirder@aol.com, Mark Blauer, Susan Blauer, and
company, Devich Fabrotnik, Stan Galenty, Sandy Goodwin, Alan
Gregory, Doug Gross, Bob Houck, Jim Hoyson, Edwin Johnson, Bill
Reid, Jim Shoemaker, Bob Wasilewski, 

Lycoming County
No Report
Compiler: Wes Egli, 105 Sherman St., Plains, (570)

829-4381

McKean County

With hopes of winter finches dashed, I feel justified to
say that this winter there is not much to report. Very few
birds were seen and reported by only a few observers. There
were not even many sightings of more common species such
as Red-breasted Nuthatches. The deep snow and iced over
lakes and streams have made birding this county very
difficult. However, some birds were seen.

A Northern Shrike was observed near the McKean
County Airport on 12/21. Near the same spot on the same
day, a dark-phased Rough-legged Hawk was also seen. A
light phased Rough-legged Hawk remained the entire
reporting period at the quarry near Turtlepoint. Len Groshek
first spotted the bird. At the same spot, Len Groshek received
a report of a Snowy Owl, but the owl was never relocated
and may have been a misidentification of the Rough-legged
Hawk. A male Northern Harrier was seen in the same
location as well as at least 3 adult Red-tailed Hawks. On
1/25, a male American Kestrel was seen near Annin Creek
and one was observed near Rixford. Joel Anderson found a
Golden Eagle near Crosby on 2/8 as well as another Rough-
legged Hawk. Len Groshek observed another Golden Eagle
just north of Parker Run, north of Gardeau on 2/26. It may
have been the same bird.

Wild Turkey have been easy to observe with many
birds coming into backyard bird feeders. The section of Route
59 from Marshburg west to the county line has had Common
Raven almost daily with 9 being seen on 1/21. Black-
capped Chickadees have been observed (and looked over for
Boreal) with 29 in a flock near Eldred. The same flock held 41
American Tree Sparrows, 18 Dark-eyed Juncos, and 7
House Finches. Purple Finches have been almost
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nonexistent with one female coming to my feeder in Bradford.
American Goldfinches moved away from the feeders in my
yard, but a flock of about 150 was located near Sugar Bay in
the ANF (Allegheny National Forest). Careful observation did
not show any siskins, redpolls, or crossbills. After much
searching, a small flock of 15 Horned Larks was observed
near Smethport. No Snow Buntings or Longspurs were
present. Hermit Thrush was present near Indian Creek at
least into the second week of December as were Ruby-
crowned Kinglets and Golden-crowned Kinglets.
American Robins were seen in small numbers sporadically
throughout the period as reported in the Bradford Era. 

I would like to again assert that this county is under
birded. If anyone does pass through and bird in the county,
please send your field reports to me. Let me know beforehand
and I will try to join you. There are quite a few areas of the
county yet to be discovered by birders, come on up and
explore!

Observers: John Fedak, 26 Race St., Bradford, 16709, (814)
362-1052, jlfedak@charter.net, Joel Anderson, Len Groshek

Mercer County

Locations: Shenango River Reservoir (SRR) 

The last Great Blue Heron was seen 12/6 at
Williamson Rd. (Troyer Family). Usually a few remain all
winter. Tundra Swan flocks, that began moving SE in mid
Nov.,were last noted 1/4 at SGL 130 (TF). At least one pair of
Bald Eagle spent the winter around the frozen solid SRR. A
pair were together on their nest (on an Osprey platform at the
Headquarters Bldg. on W. Lake Rd.) as early as 2/1 (MM). A
lone Green winged Teal 2/16 just below the SRR dam in
Sharpsville was an unexpected surprise (MM). Two Short-
eared Owl 12/6 at Zahnizer Rd. was the “best bird” (TF). An
Eastern Phoebe 1/7 at SRR, wlth 5" snow cover and the
temperature at 22 was amazing (MM). Eastern Towhee was
reported 1/10 at Nicklin Lane (TF). The only warbler report
was of one Yellow-rumped 12/4 at S. Vernon Rd., eating
poison ivy berries (TF). No “winter finches” appeared. Song
Sparrow first began tuning up 2/21, and Eastern Bluebird
and Carolina Wren somehow survived the “Great Freeze
Up”. 

Observers: Marty McKay, 841 East Lake Rd., Transfer, 16154,
Harriett Bauer, Harvey Troyer, Jerry Troyer, Melvin Troyer, Neil
Troyer.

Mifflin County

One male Red-headed Woodpecker was seen in a
patch of dead trees close to Belleville on 12/14. R. Fowles, J.
Swarey). Horned Larks, Rough-legged Hawks and
occasionally Lapland Longspurs and Snow Buntings were
seen most of the winter at the Zook farm close to Belleville.
(J. Irvin Zook). An adult White-crowned Sparrow was
spotted in some bushes along a back road close to Reedsville
on 1/4. (R. Fowles, J. Swarey).

Lots of Horned Larks were seen all winter and a
Great Blue Heron was also seen pretty regularly most of the
winter. (J. Swarey). Two Black Vultures were soaring
around over Belleville on 1/10. (J. Swarey). The Winter
Raptor Survey for Big Valley was done on 1/25. The following
raptors were sighted: Red-tailed Hawk, (7); Rough-legged
Hawk (1, dark-phase); American Kestrel (5); Cooper’s

Hawk (1). It was a clear, calm day. A couple weeks earlier a
drive alone the same route produced Red-tailed Hawk (4),
American Kestrel (13). It was very cold and windy that day.
(R. Fowles, J. Swarey). Brown Creepers were seen all
winter as were Common Ravens. (J. Swarey). The first
American Robin of the year was seen on 1/28 at the edge of
the woods along a power cut in the Belleville side of Jack’s
Mountain. (J. Swarey).

Observers: Jesse Swarey, 59 Cortland Apple Lane, Belleville,
17004, Robert Fowles, Margaret Kenepp, Jesse Swarey, & J. Irvin
Zook.

Monroe County 

Locations: Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area
(DWGNRA), Monroe County Environmental Education
Center (MCEEC). 

Winter lived up to its name this season with cold and
snowy conditions throughout the period. Highlights included
a pair of Peregrine Falcons inhabiting an historical
breeding site and the appearance of Monroe County's first
Snowy Owl in twelve years. The Pocono Mountain
Christmas Count results were not available. 

An immature Red-shouldered Hawk was observed in
DWGNRA near Bushkill capturing and eating a frog from a
spring 1/12 (RW)! RW believed the frog may have been a
Pickeral Frog. Weather that day was sunny with a high
temperature of 35 degrees F. The annual National Park
Service winter Bald Eagle survey in DWGNRA was held
1/11 and recorded 17 Balds (11 ad, 6 im) and 3 Goldens
(AA). A Merlin was spotted in Shawnee-on-Delaware 12/14
(B&TH). Two Peregrines Falcons were observed together
on the cliffs of Mt. Minsi in the Delaware Water Gap on the
Monroe-Northampton county border in DWGNRA 1/11 during
the NPS eagle survey (JK, BH). At least one bird remained
through the period. 

A Snowy Owl was found in Brodheadsville in the fields
of the county's West End 1/11 (CH). This very cooperative bird
was enjoyed by many observers. The owl was seen capturing
and feeding on rabbits and meadow voles and was also
reported chasing (unsuccessfully) Canada Geese and
Killdeer. The owl continued at this location into March.
Pocono Avian Research Center's Darryl and Jacki Speicher
conducted their third season of Project Owlnet in the fall
2002. Their Northern Saw-whet Owl banding station at
Skytop opened 10/1 and closed 11/22 with nets open only 24
of those days due to poor weather conditions. Results included
the banding of 28 new Saw-whets and the re-captures of an
owl from last year at Skytop and another from Virginia in
1999. Three other owls were captured and not banded for a
total of 33 Saw-whets. The first Saw-whet was banded 10/7
with peak nights on 10/26-27 when 4 owls were banded each
night. 

The Red-headed Woodpeckers continue in the swamp
at DWGNRA headquarters near Bushkill. Five were counted
there 12/14 (B&TH). American Goldfinches were notably
absent from MCEEC feeders last fall and through the winter
period (BH). There were no reports of northern finches. 

Observers: Brian Hardiman, MCEEC, 8050 Running Valley
Rd, Stroudsburg, PA 18360, (570) 629-3061,
monroecd@ptd.net, Allen Ambler, Brian and Tiffany Hardiman,
Claus Herrmann, Jacki Katzmire, Darryl and Jackie Speicher, Rick
Wiltraut.
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Montgomery County

The winter season was, unfortunately a slow one for
birds and birders. The season featured early (and prolonged)
ice-cover on area waters, and an almost complete absence of
winter finches. As always, a few good birds did hold our
attention. 

A Horned Grebe at Walt Road, Green Lane Reservoir
2/7-8 was unusual for that date (Kevin Crilley, George A.
Franchois). Waterfowl were well represented during the
period, in spite of heavy ice-cover. The following highlights
are from Walt Rd, GLR unless noted otherwise. A Long-
tailed Duck and 4 Red-breasted Merganser were present
12/22 (Jon Parker, mobs), a single Canvasback was seen on
1/4 (Carl Williams, mobs), 3 White-winged Scoter 1/6
(GAF), the season's first Common Goldeneye was at Hill
Rd, GLR_2/1.3 (Steve Grunwald), and a Ruddy Duck 1/6
(KC,.mobs).

Raptors of note included two Red-shouldered Hawks
at Pennypack Watershed 12/21 (Paul Driver) and another at
Walt Rd, GLR 12/21 through the end of February (GAF
,mobs). A Merlin was at Walt Road 12/29 (GAF), and
Northern Harriers were seen sporadically throughout the
quarter. (mobs). Bald Eagles returned to their nest site near
Walt Road in December and began courtship and stick-
carrying. While the birds had some success in killing Canada
Geese on the ice, night time “thefts” of the carcasses by red
foxes and/or coyotes proved a real challenge for the birds. The
placement of several road-killed deer in a field several
hundred yards from the nest proved to be largely successful
in attracting the adult eagles. The birds first visited the bait
one week after the first deer were placed, and were seen
feeding at the kills frequently from mid-January through the
end of February. (KC,Andy Curtis,GAF, Steve Rothenberger,
mobs). Special thanks to Andy Curtis for helping haul
frozen”venison” in his vehicle -that is true dedication ! 

A Killdeer at Walt Road 12/1 was a surprise, given the
frigid weather at the time (KC). Gulls worth noting included
2 Bonaparte's at Walt Road 1/1.1, and a high of 5 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls there 1/4 (GAF). 

Owls had a decent showing during the period, with up
to 3 Short-eared Owls at Pennypack Watershed 2/7-15 (PD),
and another near GLR in February (Larry Rhoads). Up to 7
Long-eared Owls were near GLR , and one was found D.O.R
there 1/22 (KC,mobs). 

A Northern Shrike was found (re-located ?) at Church
Road, GLR 12/15, and remained through the end of the period
(LR, mobs). An Orange-crowned Warbler at Pennypack
Watershed 12/7 was a nice winter find (PD). In spite of overall
low numbers of songbirds throughout the quarter, a good
variety of sparrows were reported. Highlights in and around
GLR included a late Fox Sparrow at the Nature Center
feeders 12/17-20 (KC, Beth Allen), an out of season Chipping
Sparrow there 1/2-4 (KC,mobs), and up to 3 White-
crowned Sparrows at a Pennsburg feeder throughout.
(GAF). Pennypack Watershed produced 95 American Tree
Sparrows 2/7, and up to 30 Savannah Sparrows until the
big snowstorm 2/16 ( Paul Driver). 3 Snow Buntings flew
over Walt Road, GLR 2/14 (KC). 

Observers: Kevin Crilley, PO Box 100, Sumneytown, 18084,
(215) 234-6867, Beth Allen, Andrew Curtis , Paul Driver, George
Franchois (GAF), Joe Greco, Steve Grunwald, Sheryl Johnson,
Steve Lawrence, Augie and Judy Mirabella, Jon Parker, Larry
Rhoads, Steve Rothenberger. 

Montour County

Waterfowl (early) and raptors (throughout) were the
highlights of the winter season. PPL's Montour Preserve and
Montour Steam Electric Station's Fly Ash Basin yielded a
high of 151 Common Mergansers in early December,
dropping rapidly within the first two weeks of the month.
Common Goldeneye (2), Red-breasted Mergansers (4),
Northern Pintail (4), and Ring-billed Gulls (9) also were
present at the Fly Ash Basin in early December for a brief
time. Lake Chillisquaque was ice-covered by late December
and as a result waterfowl were most numerous at the Fly Ash
Basin. These consisted mostly of Canada Geese, Mallards
and American Black Ducks.

Nine to ten Long-eared Owls continued to utilize a
winter roost at Montour Preserve as did a Barred Owl. One
Rough-legged Hawk was observed at the end of December
increasing to 3 that remained from early January into
February. Twelve Short-eared Owls were discovered
accidentally in mid-January and the winter roost monitored
throughout the period with observed numbers ranging from
8 and 25 owls at the roost. A Carolina Wren, first observed
in mid-December, remained throughout the period,
occasionally visiting bird feeders at Montour Preserve.
Several Northern Mockingbirds braved the cold, snowy
winter season in the county.

Observers: Jon Beam, Montour Preserve, 500 Preserve Rd.,
Danville, 17821, (570) 437-3131, jdbeam@pplweb.com

Northampton County
No Report.
Compiler: Michael Schall, 1149 Mickley Ave.,

Whitehall, 18052, (610) 435-2781, mdtjschall@vahoo.com

Northumberland County
No Report.
No Compiler.

Perry County 

The coldest and snowiest winter since 1996 left the
county in the deep freeze for the entire quarter. Very little
birding was done and as a result the only birds, save for one
residents property, reported were found on the New
Bloomfield CBC, 12/21, and a Winter Raptor Survey. The
New Bloomfield count was done on one of the most
unpleasant days I have ever experience for a X-mas count.
The wind was atrocious making finding and hearing birds a
marked challenge. The only record of note for the count was
the high tally of wild turkey with 154. 

A winter raptor survey on 2/2 found a nice collection of
wintering Red-tailed Hawks, 49 a few American Kestrel
2 and the usual wintering vulture population with 19 Black
Vultures and 45 Turkey Vultures. (DG, DO, GW, MW).

Icterids returned to the Little Buffalo SP area on 2/27
with a sighting of 1 Common Grackle and 3 Red-winged
Blackbirds. (DH). A late January outing after one of our
many snowfalls yielded 150 Horned Larks, 9 Snow
Buntings and 1 Lapland Longspur at a manure strip along
PA route 17 near Ickesburg. (DH)

Observers: Deuane Hoffman, 3406 Montour St., Harrisburg,
17111, (717) 564-7475, corvuscorax@comcast.net, Dave Grove,,
Ramsay Koury, Andy McGann, Don Orris, Gene Wagner, Mickey
Wessler.
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Philadelphia County

Locations: Benjamin Rush State Park (BRSP), Delaware
River (DR), East Park Reservoir (EPR), John Heinz National
Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum (TI), Schuylkill River (SR)

This winter was unusually cold with nighttime
temperatures frequently in the single digits. A Dec. 5 snow of
8" started the season and 24" of snow made Feb. the second
snowiest since1899. All open water including the DR froze
solid, pushing waterfowl and half-hardy passerines to the
south. In Jan. an icebreaker worked the DR to keep it open.

The Philadelphia portion of the 81st Glenolden CBC
(Nick Pulcinella, compiler) produced some good birds on
12/14. At TI a Common Moorhen was seen from the dike
and an E. Phoebe was found in the frog-pond area (RM). RM
also had Red-breasted Merganser on the DR. 

The17th Phila. Mid-winter Bird Census, organized by
Keith Russell, was held on a sunny and cold 1/11. Observers
in 24 parties found 94 species, plus a Hutchinson’s Goose
(GA), slightly above the 17 year average of 91 species, but
below the 96 species average of the past five years. Individual
numbers were quite low, and “common songbird numbers,
like Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-
breasted Nuthatch, Northern Cardinal and Carolina
Wren, were among the lowest ever recorded for these species”
(KR). Six Chipping Sparrow and 23 E. Bluebird were
record highs, along with 7 Lesser Black-backed Gull, 13
Wood Duck, and 19 Gadwall. Notable misses were Am.
Woodcock, Wilson’s Snipe, and Ring-necked Pheasant.
Black-crowned Night Heron was missed for the 5th time,
and Pied-billed Grebe for the 1st time. Highlights along the
DR included a Common Loon, 2 Horned Grebe (AB, BF),
and 6 Bonaparte’s Gull (DC). An adult N. Goshawk (only
report) at Bartram’s Garden (JG, GG, DBr) was the 7th record.
The only Redhead duck of the season was with 156
Canvasback at EPR (DC). The 384 Ruddy Duck were the
highest number since 1989. Nice finds were an Eastern
Phoebe at TI which may have been the same one seen on the
Glenolden CBC four weeks earlier (SR,SC) and a Common
Yellowthroat (TM) in the Byberry section of the city.

Two Horned Grebe were on the 1/11 count and a Red-
necked Grebe fed on the DR at the Glen Foerd Mansion 2/2
(MS). On 1/25, 3 American Wigeon, 15 Pintail, American
Black Duck and Bufflehead congregated in the wake of the
icebreaker (DM). Great Cormorant numbered 39 as MS
checked the open water on 2/2. He also found a Double-
crested Cormorant, 10 Goldeneye, 28 Bufflehead, 32
Common Mergansers, 35 Ruddy Duck, and 9
Canvasback. The 46 Canvasback at the Pennypack St.
impoundment in early Dec. increased in number to 350 by
12/16 (CH), but after the freeze, when they were pushed out
into the river, the high count was 95 1/26 (PD). Hooded
Mergansers were reported only in small numbers from the
SR and TI.

By early Feb. Matt Sharp sighted Peregrine Falcons
on territory on the river bridges. A first year bird fitted with
a satellite transmitter that was running out of power
wintered in SE Phila. In mid-Feb MS tried to follow this bird
with a hand held antenna, as it wandered west of the city and
to the Trenton, NJ area. Its location is not known at this time.
At TI 2 adult Red-shouldered Hawks frequented the
parking lot construction site and were easily seen, usually
very low to the ground. Red-tailed Hawks have been
displaying at the City Hall tower where the Peregrines used
to nest making the return of the traditional Center City pair
unlikely. Reports of Ring-necked Pheasant at TI dwindled
to a single sighting 12/28 (DM). 

A pair of Long-eared Owls roosted at the old prison
farm near BRSP 12/22 (KS). A lone Northern Saw-whet
Owl was found in the upper Wissahickon on 1/11 (DaBe).
There has been no sighting (hearing) of the Barred Owl this
year. Reports don’t reveal a great drop in Great Horned Owl
numbers, anticipated from West Nile Virus, but American
Crow numbers are widely reported to have declined, also
suspected to be due to WNV. American Pipits were seen at
TI on 12/15-28 (GG,DBr,SD) and MF found a Brown
Thrasher there on 1/30. A flock of 40 Horned Lark were in
a field along the DR 12/5 (BS) and a(nother?) flock of 40 was
seen at Pennypack Park 1/29 (PD). Two flocks of American
Tree Sparrows at TI numbered 60 (DM) and they were
reported in greater numbers everywhere in the region. A 1/11
Savannah Sparrow at TI was a mid-winter surprise for DM
and PD found 6 in the Pennypack 1/28. Fox and Field
Sparrows were at normal numbers, but quickly dwindled
with the cold and snow. The “pipeline cut” at TI allowed a
Snow Bunting to feed on some open ground on 1/18 (ErPi).
There were no reports of winter finches again this year.

Observers: Doris McGovern, 209 Dogwood Rd., Media, 19063,
(610) 565-8464, mcgovern@masca.museum.upenn.edu, George
Armistead, David Belford, Adrian Binns, Denis Brennan, Skip
Conant, Dave Cutler, Paul Driver, Steve DuPont, Mike Ferguson,
Bert Filemyr, Jan Gordon, Gregg Gorton, Al Guarente, Chuck
Hetzel, Steve Lawrence, Tim McFaddin, Jim McKinney, John
Miller, Robert Miller, Edie Parnum, Eric Pilote, Shirley Robbins,
Keith Russell, Matt Sharp, Brian Shultz, Alice Sevareid, Kate
Somerville, and Maury Hutelmeyer’s 4th Grade Class at The
Patterson.School.

Pike County
No Report.
Compiler: Patrick Scheuer, PEEC RR 2 Box 1010,

Dingman’s Ferry, 18328, (570) 828-2319, peec@ptd.net

Potter County
No Report
Compiler: David Hauber RR 2 Box 153,

Coudersport, 16915, (814) 274-8946, haubers3@penn.com

Schuylkill County 

Locations: Swatara State Park (SSP), Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary (HMS), Hidden Valley (HV). 

The post season fall raptor migration (counts after Dec
15) at HMS was very productive for 2002-2003. A very nice
number of 42 Bald Eagles was tallied along with 9
Northern Goshawks, 70 Red-Tailed Hawks, 1 Red-
shouldered Hawk, 3 Golden Eagles, 3 Northern
Harriers, and a Merlin (ST,Jsc,RH). 

The Ashland area had a Merlin on 2/23 (JSt). This
winter was rather unproductive for Rough-legged Hawks,
but one was seen flying past HMS Acopian Center in
Drehersville 2/4 (LG). Northern Harrier was seen at HV in
early January (AML). A Northern Harrier was also seen in
Washington Township on 2/15 (MW,SW). As with last year,
Bald Eagle was seen around the Landingville Dam starting
in early February. On 12/29, a Northern Saw-Whet Owl
was seen close to Bear Creek Road, near Auburn (TC). SGL-
229 near Ravine had a Barred Owl on 1/18 (DD,WM,MW).
The pretty harsh winter probably factored into the absence of
an American Woodcock report through the end of
February. Likely, the colder than average temperatures and
deep snow cover also kept the number of sightings down for
some of our wintering songbirds. 
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For January and February we had no records of Ruby-
crowned Kinglet and only a handful of Golden-crowned
Kinglets. Hermit Thrush reports were also down. Three
Winter Wrens were at SSP 12/22 (TC) and one was at
Molino 12/29 (BJ,DK). None were seen in January or
February. Hawk Mountain's Acopian Center held an Eastern
Phoebe from 1/29-2/11(LG). Horned Lark flocks were seen
in the Lewistown Valley, Schwartz Valley Road area, and
some farmlands in the western part of the county for most of
January and February. Pitman had a Lapland Longspur
12/22 (Jh& JoD), and another was at Kehler 1/5(DK).
Fourteen Snow Buntings were seen at Ringtown on 1/5, and
another was here on 1/18 (AC, BC). A Fox Sparrow was
visiting a feeding station in Schuylkill Haven during the last
week of Febrary (BJ). A really nice winter find was an
Eastern Meadowlark at HV on 1/1(AML). Blackbirds were
later and scarcer than normal for the season. Uncommon for
our county, no Rusty Blackbirds were seen in February.
One Brown-headed Cowbird made an appearance at HV
on 1/29, and our first Red-winged Blackbird was seen at
this location on 2/28(AML). 

Winter finches were also very scarce. No Pine Siskins
were reported this winter, and only 3 Purple Finches were
seen for the period - Schuylkill Haven 1/29 (BJ). Our only
other winter finch record was a good one - a male Evening
Grosbeak at SGL-160 2/15 (MW,SW).

Observers: Dave Kruel, 540 Pine St., Pottsville, 17901, (570)
622-3704, accip@infi.net, Aaron Clauser, Brian Clauser, Tom
Clauser, John DeBalko, Jonathan DeBalko, Denise Donmoyer,
Laurie Goodrich, R Homa, Barb Jucker, Ann Marie Liebner,
William Malarkey, J Scholtes, J Stanley, Steve Thorpe, Mike Ward,
Sally Weisacosky.

Snyder County
No Report
No Compiler

Somerset County

Locations: Allegheny Plateau Audubon Society Christmas
Bird Count (APAS CBC), Berlin Area (BA), Payne Property
(PP), Somerset Lake (SL), Quemahoning Reservoir (QR),
Youghiogheny River (YR). 

Winter weather set in early and endured throughout the
season. Most lakes froze early with QR being the latest the
close up in early January. No winter finch movement
materialized.

A Common Loon lingered at QR for the APAS-CBC
(12/15) along with a Horned Grebe and 5 Pied-billed
Grebes. Great Blue Heron showed for the AP AS-CBC but
none were reported overwintering as in recent years. Canada
Geese wintered in a few large flocks despite the weather.
Migrant banded Canada Geese seen from 12/5 to 12/9
included 4 banded in the Southern James Bay area of Canada
and one banded near Harpster, OH in June 1999. (AM) An
adult blue phase Snow Goose seen between 12/3 and 2/8
(AM, JP , LP) in the southern part of the county may have
been the same bird seen for the past three years. American
Black Ducks peaked at 43 on YR on 1/18 (AM). A late female
Wood Duck was in the unfrozen inlet of Lake Stoneycreek
on 12/15 (RG,JP ,LP). Unusual was a drake Redhead which
spent Jan. and Feb. in a small stretch of open water on
Buffalo Creek. (JP).

Rough-legged Hawks included at least 3 individuals
in BA Jan. and Feb. (JP ,LP) and 1 in Summit Twp. on 1/31
(AM). The latest Northern Harriers reported were 12/5 in

Rockwood and Summit Twps. (AM) and the earliest return
was 2/4 at Buffalo Creek (JP). A Short-eared Owl 12/5 was
at Rockwood (AM). 

A Red-headed Woodpecker was a surprise for the
APAS-CBC 12/15 near Gray (DB). Homed Lark was
widespread but not in as high numbers as recent years-
maximum count was 304 on AP AS-CBC. Carolina Wren
had been widespread before the winter after recovering from
very low numbers in the mid-1990's, a couple were surviving
the period along the Casselman river (AM, LP). American
Robins wintered in low numbers. Two Gray Catbirds were
still present for the APAS-CBC, while a Northern
Mockingbird was found in BA on 1/12 (JP, LP). Twenty
White-throated Sparrows was a good number for the AP
AS-CBC, but only a single was reported for Jan. and Feb. on
PP (JP,LP). A White-crowned Sparrow - was unusual 1/5
in BA (JP , LP). Fox Sparrow 12/15 on APAS-CBC was late.
Lapland Longspur was found on AP AS-CBC (RG) and 3
were in Summit Twp. On 1/28 {JP ,LP). An overwintering
Eastern Meadowlark was found north of Somerset on 215
(SB). 

Observers: Jeff Payne, 9755 Glades Pike, Berlin, 15530, Scott
Bastian, Doris Brown, Ross Gallardy, Anthony Marich, Lauretta
Payne. 

Sullivan County
No Report
No Compiler

Susquehanna County

With only incidental, short visits in Susquehanna
County during the period of 12/1/02 to 2/28/03 I have only
very limited records to report. 

In Rush Township on 1/11, I saw 43 Wild Turkeys and
15 Horned Larks. In Springville Twp. on 1/29, I saw 5
American Tree Sparrows. 

Observer: William Reid, 73 W. Ross St., Wiles-Barre, 18702,
(570) 836-2734. 

Tioga County

Locations: Mansfield (MA), Nauvoo (NV), The Muck (TM) 

Prior to the Big Freeze this winter, the Mansfield-
Wellsboro CBC (12/21) produced an average number of birds
and species, highlighted by an immature Red-headed
Woodpecker, Winter Wren, American Robin, 2
Northern Mockingbird, and a Rusty Blackbird (CBC
participants). Above average numbers of Blue Jay (234) and
American Crow (748) suggested little or no impact of West
Nile virus on these bird populations. Though colder days have
occurred in the past decade or two, the number of subzero
nights (6 in a row in late January, reaching -9F) must have
been a recent record. Except for upwelling springs, everything
was completely frozen, including marshes, streams, and
lakes, for the better part of the season.

A Great Blue Heron at TM endured the winter
apparently by remaining close to such springs around the
perimeter of the great marsh (RMR). Despite, or perhaps
because of, the cold spell, five species of raptor were reported
from one backyard 1/22: 2 Red-tailed Hawk, a light-morph
Rough-legged Hawk, 1 each of Sharp-Shinned and
Cooper's Hawks, and an American Kestrel (BL). On 2/14
greater numbers of raptor were observed on 2 roads near MA:
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7 Red-tailed and 9 Rough-legged Hawk (BL). A pair of
Great-Horned Owl vocalized often at dusk and dawn near
TM Nov-Dec (RMR), while a Barred Owl remained near a
yard at NV 1/23 to 2/18 (PK). A Belted Kingfisher was
observed at NV before the Big Freeze 1/8 (PK).

20 Horned Lark were found near MA 2/14 (BL). Other
notable Passeriformes include a Red-breasted Nuthatch at
NV 1/1 to 2/26 (PK), 2 American Robin at MA 1/2 (AV), as
many as 20 Red-winged Blackbird at TM 1/5 to 2/1 (RMR),
a Brown-headed Cowbird at TM feeders 1/19 (RMR), and
more Northern Cardinal than usual at feeders near MA
and TM the entire winter (AV, RMR). No Pine Siskin or
other irruptive species were reported this winter. 

Observers: Robert M. Ross, 97 State Route 287, N. Wellsboro,
16901, (570) 376-5394, rossr@usgs.gov , Phil Krajewski (PK),
Bruce Launius (BL), Ann Vayansky (AV), and CBC participants. 

Addendum to Tioga report from Winter 2001-2002
Three Pine Grosbeaks were near Mansfield in Tioga County

in January and February, 2002. They were discovered 12/30/01 by
Ben Israel. This was the first time for many years this species
lingered at one location, so many birders traveled to the area to see
the birds. Two immature males and one female were observed up
to February 18

Union County
No Report.
No Compiler.

Venango County
No Report
Compiler: Gary Edwards, RR1, Box 484, Seneca,

16346, (814) 676-3011, gedwards@csonline.net

Warren County

A Common Loon in intermediate plumage was on the
Allegheny River in Starbrick 12/20, and one was released in
water after landing in a field in late Jan. A single Red-
necked Grebe was near Warren 2/25 (AM.DW). A Great
Blue Heron was walking on a wooded driveway at Saybrook
1/6 (MN) . Four Mute Swans were at Starbrick 1/12 {JS) Two
or three have been there for several years and nesting,
without much success. A possible Trumpeter Swan tagged
with number 67 was there in Jan. (JS). A Long-tailed Duck
was in Starbrick 1/8 (BW). Two Red-br.Merg. were there 2/12-
19 (AM.IM). 

Bald Eagles are nesting for the second year at a new
location NW of Columbus ( DW) . A Peregrine Falcon was
near Lander 1 /18 ( DW .BW). Two Red-shouldered Hawks
were near Columbus 2/8 and 19 (AM. BW). One to three
Rough-legged Hawks have been in the Lander area from
12/16 to 2/19 (KC. AM. CP, BW).

Forty Horned Larks were near Lander 1/13 ( DW ,
BW). Sixty Horned Larks were near Lander 2/10 (CP), and
a mixed flock of 300 to 400 Horned Larks and Snow
Buntings were seen 1/20 (AM , BW). A Northern
Mockingbird was near Lander 2/4 (AM, DW), and a
Northern Shrike near Columbus 2/8-19. Twenty-two
Northern Cardinals were coming to a feeder in say brook
at. the same time in early Jan. (MN). An Eastern Towhee
was using a feeder in Warren in earl, Jan. (AK,LK). A Fox
Sparrow was at Saybrook from Oct. to 2/8 (MN). About 100
American Goldfinches were south of Warren 1/11 (HA). 

Observers: Ted Gisez, 10 Belmont Dr., Warren, 16365, (814)
723-9464, Herman Atwood (HA), Keith Confer (KC), Arden Knapp

(AK), Linda Knapp (LK), Amy Morrison (AM), Marjorie Neel (MN),
Chase Putnam (CP), John Schultz (JS), Brenda Watts (BW), Don
Watts (DW).

Washington County
No Report.
No Compiler.

Wayne County
No Report.
No Compiler.

Westmoreland County
No Report
Robert Leberman, Powdermill Nature Reserve,

HC64 Box 453, Rector, 15677, (724) 593-7521.

Wyoming County 

As with most of the rest of the state, Wyoming Co. faced
one of the most severe winters in many years. Not only was
there a very heavy snow cover, but most of the Susquehanna
R. which runs through the county was solidly frozen through
most of January and will into February. Among the
highlights of the Tunkhannock CBC on 12/22 were Ring-
necked Duck at Lake Winola, Hooded Merganser on the
river, 2 Bald Eagles, Horned Larks, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Rusty Blackbird, and Purple Finch. 

In the small portion of the Dallas CBC which is included
in Wyoming Co., on 12/21, there were 2 Short-eared Owls
at Sordoni's Farm and a Winter Wren at L. Catalpa. On
12/16, 2 female and 1 male Surf Scoters were seen by W.
Reid on the river at S. Eaton. Ducks generally were very
scarce through the whole period on the lakes and on the river
in Jan. and Feb. 

A Rough-legged Hawk was seen at Sordoni's Farm on
1/1 (Edwin Johnson, WR), but were seen only occasionally
through the winter. Large numbers of Wild Turkeys were
seen on Harding Flats (just n. of the roadside rest on rt. 29)
during Jan. with totals reaching more than 100 on 1/21 (Rick
Koval, Joe DeMarco, WR, et al) on 1/21. 

On 12/8, RK found 200 Horned Larks, 10 Snow
Buntings, and 2 Lapland Longspurs by Avery Station Rd.
in Lemon Twp. Depending on when manure was put out, they
stayed through the 1st half of Jan. Snow Buntings reached
a total of 30, 1 /1 3 -1 /1 5. EJ, JD, RK, WR, et al. ). Unusual
was a Ruby-crowned Kinglet seen at S. Eaton several
times in Dec. After being present for the CBC, it was not
located any more. 

Winter finch reports were very few. Three Common
Redpolls were seen at S.Eaton by WR on 12/5. On 1/16, WR
saw 3 Red Crossbills in Tunkhannock Twp. They were
probing hemlock cones along side of the road, They could not
be re-located during the next few days.

Observers: William Reid, 73 W. Ross St., Wilkes-Barre, 18702,
(570) 836-2734, Joe DeMarco, Edwin Johnson, Rick Koval.

York County 
No Report
Compiler: Peter Robinson, PO Box 482, Hanover,

17331, 717-632-8462, pabirder@hotmail.com


