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from the Editors...
End of year four. W ho woulda
thought? We prefer to think of
PENNSYLVANIA BIRD S as a
continuum . Although we are
p ro v id in g th e m o st cu rre n t
information hum anly possible on
what happened in the state, you
are reading it during the next
"season" and your thinking is
already of migration or breeding
birds or wintering birds. As statewide interest grows, we are just
scratching the surface on how we
can all contribute to what could
and should be known about our
birds.
Consider
seriously
doing
something about one or more
projects that pique your interest.
How about joining in or starting a
wintering bird survey? Or getting
involved in the project of trying to
determine what is the status and
distribution of birds in a State or
local park, Wildlife Management
Area, a wetlands area, etc.
Presently the Pennsylvania Society
for Ornithology (PSO) is trying to
standardize some forms for your
convenience in tabulating such
data.
Lancaster County is trying to
determine what happens to what
they are calling "half-hardy (haha)" birds; these are those birds
that show up on CBCs but usually
not looked for again in winter. A
most interesting concept that
p a r tic ip an t s a r e t h o r o u g h l y
enjoying...looking for that catbird
or thrasher (etc.) that was in the
woodlot only visited for the CBC.
Some clubs or groups of
individuals are (or have been)
conducting winter surveys of local
birds. These data are invaluable
when compared over long(er)
periods of tim e.
So, we can't just put our feet
up and relax after our Christm as
counts, or a day in the field. More

of us should start thinking about
getting our data assim ilated
som ew here for the good of the
birds, not just ourselves.
The more we work on
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS, the
more we learn about birds in
P ennsylvania. Living in the
southeast we had a heretofore
unrecognized bias which had us
wondering about why reports of
e.g. Swamp Sparrow and others in
the west and north at this time of
year were noteworthy. That is,
until we were rereading in Todd
(1940), B irds
of
W estern
P en n sy lv a n ia ," an d P o o le 's
unpublished manuscript of Birds of
Pennsylvania and discovered(?)
that it was "our" birds that were
more atypical for the state.
We can't tell you how excited
w e were to start receiving
behaviora l o bservations from
several readers. So much so that
we are expanding that section of
the magazine to accommodate
more. Please send us yours.
T h is
w h o le
year
was
PRIN TED
ON
RECYCLED
PAPER, just kept forgetting to
mention it. It is also acid-free
paper that will last much longer. It
costs a bit m ore, but we believe
well worth the expense.
This issue is exceptionally
large. We had to trim many of the
County Reports and leave som e
articles for the next issue. But it is
still way over budget. We just
cannot continue to operate at a
loss. Letters were sent to the
various Audubon Societies and
Bird Clubs to try and recruit new
subscribers. Anything you can do to
help, such as renewing as soon as
possible, having your birding
friends also subscribe, or your local
library, physician/dentist office (a
bit of a change for the waiting
rooms), hair-cutting establishment,

etc. would be most appreciated.
You might even consider
getting back issues to complete
your library, which in turn would
give us back som e downstairs space
and help on previous costs. Only
Vol. 1, No 1 is out of print; there
are 3 copies of No. 2; 11 copies of
No. 3; and 5 copies of N o. 4. The
demand for copies of Vol. 2, No. 3
has that inventory down to only 13
copies left. But for rest, we have an
am ple supply. First come, first
served. Order soon with your
renewal for 1991.
Looking to the future, we need
m ore articles of a scientific
nature...at least one for every
issue. And keep those behavioral
observations coming in.
In the next issue you will be
reading about, among other things,
the first documented occurrence of
a N. Hawk-Owl in Pennsylvania
this Century!; the first King Eider
in a decade that stayed around
long enough for many birders to
enjoy; the first Ross' Goose record
for Pennsylvania; and how to
organize your sightings for easy
reference, "predict" when many
species will arrive, create bar
graphs at a glance without a
computer (although one can be
used with the system); and the
ubiquitous MORE.
Express your concerns, likes
or dislikes through Letters to the
Editors. Let us know of experiences
you have when working on the new
Special Areas Project initiated by
the PSO. It should be up and
running SOON.
Barb and Frank Haas
Co-Editors
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LETTERS
Dear Editors:
Concerning the Long-tailed
Jaeger report at Presque Isle State
Park, there are several points that I
would like to raise.
First, Long-tailed Jaegers don't
chase Ring-billed Gulls. They tend to
avoid contact with gulls. At sea they
avoid boats with gulls following. I
don't know of any sightings of them
parasitizing gulls, especially on
southern m igration. They m ay m ake
the com plete journey to the South
Atlantic without feeding or they m ay
pick up food from the water's surface.
Backs of Long-tailed Jaeger are
gray (noticeable field m ark). The
upper surface of the wings do show
two white prim ary shafts. The central
tail feathers of Parasitic Jaegers do
appear to be rounded when just
protruding beyond the rest of the tail
on im m ature birds. Check photograph
on page 115 in Rich Stallcup's
"Ocean Birds of Nearshore Pacific."
Long-tailed Jaeger without a streamer
tail seem s very sm all— probably no
larger, and sm aller, if anything, than a
Bonaparte's Gull.
Of course Ed Kwater's bird was
at the perfect tim e of year for Longtailed and m uch of his observations
are valid for the bird, but for a first for
Pennsylvania there are a few
discrepancies that s ho uld be
considered. He's correct...im m ature
jaegers are tough!
Alan Brady
W ycombe, PA

Kwater replies...
Dear Editors:
I would like to take this
opportunity to reply to Alan Brady's
letter concerning m y description of
the Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius
longicaudus) at Presque Isle in
Septem ber 1990 (Kwater 1990).
Firstly, his assertions that Longtailed Jaegers don't chase gulls
(Larus spp.) and avoid contact with
them are not supported by the
lite ra tu re . A lth o u g h Long-ta ils
probably indulge in kleptoparasitism
less than the larger jaegers and
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

skuas (Catharacta spp.) (Harrison
1983) they are known to parasitize
Sabine's Gulls (L. sabini) on
m igration along the Pacific coast of
North Am erica (Stallcup 1990). They
are also known to parasitize Sabine's
Gulls in their winter quarters off
Nam ibia (Furness 1987). Although
Sabine's Gull is sm aller than Ringbilled Gull (L. delawarensis), I
personally have no doubt that the
Long-tailed Jaeger (in com m on with
other jaegers and skuas) are not
averse to parasitizing seabirds m uch
larger than them selves. Long-tailed
Jaeger are known to steal offal from
Cape Gannets (Sula capensis) and
Yellow-nosed Albatrosses (Diomedea
chlororhynchos) following fishing
boats off Nam ibia (Furness 1987).
Both of these species are m uch larger
than the jaeger. Jaegers in general
are extrem ely ferocious and it would
be difficult to im agine any of them
being particularly intim idated by any
other species of bird.
Mr. Brady states that Long-tailed
Jaeger avoid boats with gulls
following. I have personally observed
adult Long-tailed Jaeger very close to
pelagic birding boats off Monterey,
California. In these cases the boats
had dozens of gulls following. It would
be difficult to say the Long-tailed
Jaeger had been specifically attracted
to the boats because of the gulls, but
the possibility can certainly not be
discounted.
The next point m ade by Mr.
Brady is that Long-tailed Jaeger make
the com plete journey to the South
Atlantic without feeding or they m ay
pick food from the water's surface.
This of course would be difficult to
prove for any seabird. Long-tailed
Jaegers m igrate at least as far south
of the Equator as Parasitic (S.
parasiticus) and Pom arine (S.
pomarinus) jaegers (Harrison 1983).
These two larger species of jaeger
definitely do feed on m igration (pers.
obs.) and it would seem extrem ely
puzzling if Long-tailed did not, as they
could probably store less fat reserves
for the long flight than either of the
two larger species. Just because they
m ay not have been seen feeding on
m igration (i.e. by Alan Brady) does
not of course m ean that they don't.
The statem ent that "backs of
L o n g -ta ile d J a e g e r a re g ra y
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(noticeable field m ark)" should be
viewed with caution. The noticeable
field m ark is actually the contrast
shown between the gray-brown
m antle and wing coverts and the
black primaries and secondaries. This
character would be m ore helpful in
adult Long-taileds than in juveniles
which have heavily barred wing
coverts, thus lessening the contrast.
The two white prim ary shafts on the
upperwing of Long-tailed Jaeger as
opposed to three to five in Parasitic
and five to eight in Pom arine (Stallcup
1990) are not an obvious field m ark,
especially at long range. Harrison
(1983) states that in Long-tailed the
upperwing m ay appear to lack white
at sea and m y own observations
certainly support this point.
I would not agree that the central
tail feathers of juvenile Parasitic
Jaeger appear to be rounded. My
own observations of m any hundreds
of juvenile Parasitics indicate that the
tips of the central rectrices are
in va ria b ly p o inted. O n c lo s e
inspection, the photograph on page
115 of Stallcup (1990) actually shows
the two pointed central tail feathers
held very close together and
appearing at first glance to be one
rounded feather. Kaufm an (1990)
m akes specific reference to the
difference in shape of the central
rectrices of juvenile Long-tailed and
Parasitic jaegers as a useful
character for separating the two
species in the field.
The m ost puzzling com m ent
m ade by Mr. Brady is that a Longtailed Jaeger without tail stream ers
seems very small—probably no larger
and sm aller if anything than a
Bonaparte's Gull (L. philadelphia).
This is not supported by the literature.
Cram p and Sim m ons (1983) give the
following biom etric data for the two
species:
Long-tailed
Jaeger
Wing length(mm) 291–327
Weight(g)(%)
218–352
Weight(g)(&)
258–444

Bonaparte's
Gull
252–274
182–202
170

Bonaparte's Gull thus has a
10–30 percent sm aller wing length
than Long-tailed Jaeger and weighs
considerably less. In term s of overall
length (bill to tail), Bonaparte's is also
VOLUME 4 NO.4

the sm aller of the two species.
Hollom (1975) states that the Longtailed Jaeger is 20–22 in. long, of
which 5–8 in. is due to the projecting
central tail feathers thus giving a
length without these tail feathers of at
least 14–15 in. Bonaparte's Gull is
only 13½ in. long (N a tio n a l
Geographic Society 1983). There is
therefore no overlap in any of the
above m easurem ents, and Longtailed Jaeger definitely appears to be
the larger bird in the field (pers. obs.).
Kaufm an (1990) states that Longtailed Jaeger is about equal in size to
B lac k - legg ed K ittiw a k e (R is s a
tridactyla) and Com m on Blackheaded Gull (L. ridibundus) both of
which are noticeably larger than
Bonaparte's Gull.
I would like to thank Alan Brady
for taking the tim e and having the
interest to com m ent on m y account of
the Long-tailed Jaeger at Presque
Isle. However, I hope that the above
background research has cleared up
all of the questioned points.
References.
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Dear Editors:
I am enclosing several item s to
help fill up the pages of the next issue
of PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS. These
include: 1) descriptions of two
"rarities" as classed by the P.O.R.C.
state list in PB 4:51-53, and 2) two
accounts of interesting bird behavior.
It appears as if carefully
prepared "Rare Bird Reports" have
becom e a regular feature of
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS, which is
encouraging. May I propose that bird
behavior observations likewise be
solicited on a regular basis. Such
observations constitute substantial
portions of at least four m ajor
ornithological journals. From a purely
scientific perspective I believe that
accurately described observations of
bird behavior are inform ative and
valuable. Additionally is it not likely
that such a feature would enhance
the scientific reputation of the journal
(read: m ore subscriptions)? Som e
very prestigious journals have had
o rigins les s a us pic iou s than
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS'... Anyhow,
I have included these two som ewhat
trivial anecdotes as exam ples of what
a regular bird behavior feature m ight
be like.
On a sim ilar note I feel that a
journal such as PENNSYLVANIA
BIRDS has certain potential for at
least regional prom inence. The
county-by-county treatm ent of bird
reports is especially prom ising. If
som e sort of standardized form at for
reporting m igration dates and
breeding records were effectively
im plem ented, the journal would likely
receive considerable use by regional
scientists and conservationists.
W hat is lacking in this state is
articles which are prim arily scientific
in nature.(emphasis added–eds.)
Bob Mulvihill's Dickcissel study was
exceptional. Also very good were
papers on Tree Sparrows and
Carolina W rens by Paul Hess and on
Swainson's W arblers by David
Krueger. Ideally one or m ore articles
of this nature (and caliber) would
a p p e ar in
each
is s ue
of
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS.
Surely there exist ornithologists
at the Gam e Com m ission, Carnegie
M useum , Academ y of Natural
Sciences, and various universities
and
private
conservation
organizations, who, if aggressively
approac he d, c ould produce
interesting
and
im portant
contributions about Pennsylvania bird
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I'm looking forward to any
responses to these suggestions. I
continue to enjoy PENNSYLVANIA
BIRDS. Keep up the good work.
Ted Floyd
Pesticide Research Laboratory
Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802
W e heartily endorse Ted's
comments
and
welcom e
observations and articles. His Rare
Bird Report of a Brewer's Blackbird
in Erie County is to be found later in
this issue. His report on finding the
King Eider in Erie County will be
included in the first issue of Volume
5, since the bird was found in
January 1991. — eds.

Dear Editors:
W ith regard to the W estern
Kingbird, as recorded on page 99,
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS for 3rd
quarter of 1990, Marybelle and I saw
a W estern Kingbird (substantiated by
Joe Devlin) at Tinicum 29 October
1960. I think I m entioned this in m y
book.
Jean Piatt
W allingford, PA 19086
W e re-read page 25 (and many
others) in your book, Adventures in
Birding, and, in fact, your location
description would make your sighting
very close to where Sandy Sherman
had hers! Guess we can expect one
there every 30 years, give or take a
month. Thanks for the County
update. — eds.

Dear Editors:
I would like to com m end Sandra
Sherm an on her excellent written
description of a W estern Kingbird at
Tinicum (PB 4:99). The account was
very detailed and dem onstrates her
observational skills. Am ple use was
m ade of plum age topography to
provide accurate docum entation of
the sighting. Other species were
elim inated only after a positive case
for the identification had been built
up. T he o bs erve r's previous
experience with this and all confusing
species was described.
VOLUME 4 NO.4

Altogether this was a very fine
description and illustrates precisely
the type of written docum entation that
the Pennsylvania Ornithological
Records Com m ittee (P.O.R.C.) is
looking for when considering records
of rarities in the state.
Ed Kwater
Chairman, P.O.R.C.

The following letter was in reply
to a set of photographs that we sent
to Dr. Parkes to confirm the
identification of the Great Crested
Flycatcher seen in Butler C ounty in
November. — eds.
Dear Editors:
I like m ysteries so m uch that I
habitually follow up on them way out
of sequence in m y accum ulated
correspondence...
I have studied the photographs
of North Am erican Myiarchus in the
photographically illustrated field
guides, and then looked carefully at
our series of specim ens. W e didn't
have Novem ber specim ens, as it
happens, but did have October and/or
Decem ber specim ens of all pertinent
species. Most of the im portant
characters, however, are independent
of any season.
The first thing that needs to be
said is that the photographs are
deceptive. Colleagues that have
exam ined them with m e agree that in
m ost of the photographs, the bright
harsh winter sunlight directly on the
bird has "bleached" out the bird's true
colors, m aking (especially) the
underparts look paler than they
actually were. It is thus difficult to
determ ine what the actual intensity of
the gray and yellow of the underparts
was.
In any case, the Ash-throated
Flycatcher can b e elim inated
im m ediately. The transition between
yellow and gray takes place
substantially farther down on the bird
in that species than in the other two
candidates, the Great Crested and
th e B ro w n -c re s te d , a n d th e
photograph shows this transition too
high up on the bird for an Ashthroated. Even better is the fact that,
as clearly shown in several of the
photographs, the rufous in the tail
extends to the tip, whereas in adult
Ash-throated Flycatchers the tip is
brown. This is barely visible in the
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

plate in the new western Peterson
guide, but is properly featured in the
National Geographic guide. That
guide shows the"juvenile" tail of the
Ash-throated as lacking the brown tail
tip. The painting, in fact shows too
m uch brown in the "juvenile" tail; it is
solid rufous except for a very narrow
brown shaft-streak. The text states
that this "juvenile" tail is "brief" and
that is certainly the case. Bent says
rather tentatively that young Ashthroated Flycatchers have a "postjuvenal" (=1st prebasic) m olt that
does not include the tail, but the very
detailed account of plum ages and
m olts in Oberholser's "Birds of Texas"
states flatly that the "post-juvenal
m olt" is com plete. Our specim ens
agree with Oberholser's inform ation.
W e have only two specim ens of this
species in full juvenal plum age, and
these are the only ones that show the
rufous tail. In two trays full of this
species, no specim en that has m olted
out of juvenal body plum age has
retained the juvenal tail; all have the
brown-tipped adult-type tail pattern.
There are three good characters
for judging whether the bird was a
Great Crested or Brown-crested.
Turning to the rectrices first, as (once
again) correctly described and figured
in the National Geographic Guide, in
the Great Crested the shaft of the
rectrix divides the brown from the
rufous portion, whereas in the Browncrested the brown crosses the shaft
and occupies about a of the inner
web. Once again, Peterson illustrates,
but does not m ention this. The other
two characters have to do with the
bill. That of the Brown-crested is
whoppingly large; the difference
between the two species is again
shown better in the NG than in the
RTP guide. Although not recognized
by the AOU, there are two good
subspecies of the Great Crested
Flycatcher, and those from about
Charleston, S.C., south along the
coastal plain and into peninsular
Florida have noticeably larger bills
than northern and Appalachian birds,
but still not as large as the Browncrested. Finally, only the Great
Crested has a conspicuous light area
at the base of the lower m andible.
This is pictured, but not m entioned, in
the NG guide. Peterson, on the other
hand, in one of his classic goofs, says
in the text "note the golden lower
m andible," but paints it as entirely
dark!
In all of the above characters,
the photographed bird clearly
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m atches the Great Crested. The bill is
sm all with a conspicuous light area at
the base, and the shaft of the
rectrices clearly separates the brown
and rufous areas. It's too bad the bird
wasn't som ething m ore exciting for
Pennsylvania, but as a late
Myiarchus it certainly had to be
checked out. My congratulations to
Frank [Haas] for having secured
photographs that confirm every
diagnostic character!
Ken Parkes
Senior Curator of Birds
The Carnegie Museum
of Natural History
Pittsburgh, PA
W e saw this bird on 20 Nov.,
had the film developed as soon as
possible, and sent copies to Dr.
Parkes, who has had years of
ex pe rien c e
w ith
Myiarchus
flycatchers in South America. His
immediate response to our inquiry
was most appreciated. Little did we
know there would be another
flycatcher mystery less than a month
later in Pennsylvania. Read on in this
issue to discover what we mean.
W e certainly elicit responses
from readers to anything published in
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS, and hope
you will join in our "written"
discussions. — eds.

Dear Editors:
I want to alert your readership of
birders to a new address for the
reporting of collared Canada Geese in
Pennsylvania and the Atlantic Flyway. A
recent major goose banding and
collaring effort in the Flyway marked in
excess of 25,000 Canada Geese. From
the beginning of the program to the end
of 1989, it was coordinated by Dr. Rich
Malecki of the Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit at Cornell University.
Observations and recoveries of collared
geese were sent to Dr. Malecki or to the
Bird Banding Lab. With the termination
of this program, observations and
recoveries should not be sent to him, but
rather to the Canadian Wildlife Service.
The Canadian Wildlife Service has been
collaring and banding a number of
Canada Geese in the Maritime
Provinces. Some of these geese migrate
through and winter in eastern
Pennsylvania. Observations and
recoveries of collared geese should be
sent to:
Canadian Wildlife Service
Environment Canada
VOLUME 4 NO.4

Myrtle Bateman
P.O. Box 1590
Sackville, New Brunswick
EOA 3C0 Canada
as usual, leg band recoveries of
Canada Geese and other waterfowl
should be sent to:
Bird Banding Laboratory
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Patuxent Wildlife Research
Center
Laurel, MD 20708
Or the information can be sent to:
John Dunn
Pennsylvania Game Commission
911 Big Spring Rd.
Shippensburg, PA 17257
and he will forward the data to the
appropriate agency.
Th e
Pe nn syl v a n i a
Ga me
Commission is in its second year of a
new Atlantic Flyway preseason banding
program...We continue to be in need of
duck banders in August and September
where there are good (50+ ducks)
concentrations of Wood Ducks and
American Black Ducks. Banding is done
7 days a week and traps are checked
twice a day. Any birders that are
interested, and have the time, can
contact John Dunn or me. We train our
banders.
Keep up the good work on your fine
publication.
Thank you,

NOTICE

Interested in the study of birds? You mig
enjoy membership in the Association of Field
Ornithologists (AFO). They offer a terrific
quarterly Journal that includes articles on f
research techniques and on the life history,
ecology, behavior, migration and zoogeograph
birds.
The journal includes Spanish abstracts,
reviews of scientific articles published in oth
journals and an annual supplement, Resident
Counts. Members also receive a bimonthly
Ornithological Newsletter with job opportunit
(paid and unpaid) and other scientific bird
a chance to attend the annual meeting, disc
on mist nets, and more.
Send $21 ($15 for students, $45 for
institutions) to AFO, c/o Allen Press, Inc., P.
Box 1897, Lawrence KS 66044, or ask for ou
brochure (same address).

Fred E. Hartman, Supervisor
Waterfowl and Migratory Bird Unit
PGC, 2001 Elmerton Ave.
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797

RENEW NOW!
If the last two digits of the code in the upper right-hand corner of
your mailing label is less than 91, this is the last issue you will receive
unless you renew your subscription by May 31, 1991. Please use the
enclosed subscription card and envelope.
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Owls of the Pennsylvania CBCs
by Dick Byers
One of the most exciting
publications to arrive is the American
Birds Christmas Count issue. The
first thing I read is "Summary of
highest counts of individuals for
Canada and the United States".
Particularly intriguing on the 89th
census was the count of 130 Great
Horned Owls from Cumberland
County, New Jersey. All count circles
have 177 square miles of land
surface. Since nearly one-third of the
Cumberland County count zone lies
in Delaware Bay, each owl had less
than a square mile of hunting
territory, rather unusual for a species
that here in Pennsylvania normally
requires several square miles.
The
Cumberland
compiler
reported 13.25 hours of owling which
means observers found one Great
Horned Owl every 6 minutes. They
also counted 59 owls of five other
species, bringing the total count to
189 owls. Puzzled about the reasons
for such a high owl concentration, I
wrote to the compiler, Clay Sutton.
They had counted in ideal
weather in an area where Great
Horned Owls share a common feeding
ground and frequently nest within a
mile of each other. Because of the
high breeding density, Sutton (pers.
comm) believes the count reflected
more of the breeding population than
an influx of birds taking advantage of
a high prey population. Sutton also
dropped 20 birds from the original
list to compensate for over-count even
though his field parties believed they
had not double-counted.
Such a count inspired me to
examine the Pennsylvania CBCs for
owl density and population trends to
see how they compared. I went back
15 year s for statistics an d
immediately ran into trouble. For
most of its history the CBCs gathered
little data in regards to owls. Some
recent improvements have been
made. American Birds requested
compilers to report the time spent
owling in 1978. In 1982 they required
the miles traveled while owling. The
number of owling parties, the
methods used, and the number of
stops is still not required, so much
desired information is not available.
The data, therefore, may not reflect
true distributions and populations.
I began by comparing the total
nu mber of owls counted in
Pennsylvania for the late 1970s and
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

1980s (Tables 1 and 2). These tables
show considerable increases in
Eastern Screech-, Great Horned, and
Barred owls, but a decrease in Barn
Owl. The others remained relatively
the same. The numbers mean little
without the data of time spent,
number of field parties, etc. Fourteen
new counts were added during this
period with 13 of the 14 reporting
owls. The CBCs reporting owls
averaged 21.3 owls per count from
1974 to 1978 and 27.9 owls from 1984
to 1988 for an average increase of 6.6
owls per count. Is the increase real or
just the result of more counters and
owling effort? The increase in owling
effort cannot be documented for the
1970s since the number of field
parties, distance and time spent are
not known. The use of calls and tape
recorders increased during this
period. Notable is the fact the only
owls to show an increase in total
count are those which might respond
to an artificial imitation device.
Evidence of a real increase based on
these data are inconclusive.
Population trends are better
shown with the number of birds seen
per party hour. Data for this
comparison were not available until
1978. Table 3 shows a ten-year
comparison for three easily counted
species, Screech, Great Horned, and
Barred owls. No significant increase
or decrease in Great Horned or
Screech owls is noted. These data
indicate that the increase in total owl
count is due to owling effort.
The number of Barred Owl
counted per party hour has more
than doubled over the ten-year
period, suggesting the increase may
be real, but the data are scant. Only
ten Barred Owl were reported
statewide on both the 1978 and 1979
CBCs. Thirty-nine were reported in
1988 and 41 in 1989. Although there
are four times as many reported in
the late 1980s the difference is only
eight birds per 100 party hours. It
cannot be concluded the increase is
real based on such limited data.
Stewart (1980) documenting an
increase in the percent of counts
reporting Barn Owl concluded that
Barn Owl populations nationwide
were increasing. In Pennsylvania,
however, the number of counts
reporting Barn Owl decreased in the
late 1980s (Table 4). This decline is
likely due to changes in habitat.
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Much urban development has
occurred in Pennsylvania in the Barn
Owl's prime wintering range. New
farming practices such as the "clean
farming" techniques have reduced the
cover for prey species. Many barns
have disappeared. Hollow trees used
for roosting have decreased due to
fuelwood cutting. However in 1989,
Barn Owl appeared on CBCs where
they had not previously been
recorded, perhaps heralding new
distribution patterns. All circles
should make an effort to find this
species on future counts.
While gathering the data I
noticed that some regions of
Pennsylvania were reporting far
more owls than others. Using the
map in the Atlas of the Flora of
Pennsylvania as my guide, I divided
the state into three physiographic
regions (Figure 1). To simplify
matters I extended the Allegheny
Front straight to the New Jersey
border to avoid the problem of count
circles overlapping two regions.
Region 1 consists primarily of the
Piedmont and Coastal Plain. Region
2 is the Pennsylvania Ridge and
Valley sector, which also includes
some of the glaciated areas in the
northeast. Region 3 includes the
Allegheny Plateau and glaciated
areas in both the northwestern and
northeastern parts of the state. Most
of the owls, about 70 percent, are
found in Region 1 (Table 5). About 22
percent are reported in Region 2 and
the remaining 9 percent in Region 3.
What is the cause of this uneven
distribution?
Table 5 suggests the number of
owls seen is related to the amount of
time spent owling. Region 1 spends
the most time owling, tallies the most
owls and sees more per party hour.
The coefficient of correlation for
owling effort v. the number of owls
found on the 1988 CBC is .85,
testimony that owling effort pays
dividends.
Individual species such as the
Great Horned Owl show a slightly
different picture. The percentages
stay the same, but the number of
birds seen per party hour changes.
Table 6 shows nearly 70 percent of
t he Gr eat H o r n e d O w l on
PennsylvaniaCBCs are found in
Region 1, but Region 2 found about
the same number of Great
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Table 1: Total Pennsylvania CBC Owl Count for the late 1970s.

Barn
Screech
Great Horned
Barred
Long-eared
Short-eared
Saw-whet
Snowy
Owl sp.

1

Total Owls
Total Hours*
Total Miles*
No. of Counts
No. reporting owls

1978

Table 2: Total Pennsylvania CBC Owl Count for the late 1980s.

1974

1975

1976

1977

Total

33
475
193
10
39
16
3
1
0

45
565
186
4
23
8
3
0
0

42
651
243
6
24
5
5
0
2

25
309
231
10
48
20
4
0
0

25
170
433
2433
280
1133
10
40
10
144
13
62
9
24
0
1
3 Owl Sp.

Barn
Screech
Great Horned
Barred
Long-eared
Short-eared

771

834

976

649

780
160

4010
160

43
38

43
38

43
36

43
37

43
39

215
188

Total Owls
Total hours*
Total Miles*
No. of Counts
No. reporting owls

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

Total

6
524
596
14
13
3

10
656
537
21
30
5

16
737
742
22
43
16

14
673
575
41
17
23

11
821
692
39
17
7

57
3411
3142
137
120
54

0
2

1
0

0
1

0
1

0
5

0

1158
270
1644
54
46

1274
256
1491
55
48

1587
320
1965
55
50

1346
332
2055
57
53

1543
325
2256
57
52

6958
1503
9411
278
249

Snowy
1

*Data for miles and hours owling not available until 1978 when only hours were required.

Table 3. Owls per party hour for all Pennsylvania CBCs
on two combined years ten years apart.
Count years

1977,1978

1987,1988

2.66
1.69
0.05
4.40

2.15
1.85
0.13
4.10

Screech Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Combined species

Table 4. Counts reporting Barn Owls (A)
and percent of total counts (B).
Year
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

A

B

Year

A

B

14
14
14
12
13
10

32.5
32.5
32.5
27.9
30.2
23.2

1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989

6
8
5
8
6
9

11.1
14.5
9.0
14.0
10.5
19.0

Table 5. Owl Density for three regions in Pennsylvania based on 117 CBC's for 1988 and 1989.
Region 1
No. of Counts
Counts Reporting Owls
Total Owls Counted
(All species)
Hours Owling
Birds/Party Hr.
Percent of Total
69.60
Av. Hrs.Owling/Count*

Region 2

Region 3

Total

42
42
1870

32
32
568

43
32
249

117
103
2687

361.50
5.17

148.25
3.83

107.25
2.32

617

21.10
8.63

9.27
4.63

3.35

* Based on counts reporting owls
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Figure 1:

Percentages of the total owl count on Pennsylvania CBCs for 1988 and 1989 in three
physiographic regions.

Table 6. Great Horned Owl density for three regions in Pennsylvania based on 103 CBC's for 1988.
Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Number
Percent of Total

784
68.3

255
22.2

108
9.4

Total Hours Owling
Birds/Party Hour

361.50
2.17

148.25
1.72

107.25
1.01

No. of Counts
Av. Hours per Count

42
8.61

32
4.63

32
3.35
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Horned Owl per party hour while
spending half the owling time. This
difference of only .45 birds per party
hour indicates the Great Horned Owl
density in the two regions is about
the same and the difference in total
owls reported is just a function of
owling effort.
Region 3 counters spend the
least amount of time owling and find
fewer owls per party hour. Their
Great Horned Owl count is
significantly less than the other two
regions. Eleven counts reported no
owling at all. Why do Region 3 counts
spend so little time owling? Is this a
human phenomena? People rarely do
anything that is not productive. Has
the owling in the past been so poor
that the counters don't feel the effort
is worth it? Is this evidence of lower
owl density? This region contains the
Allegheny National Forest, the
Sproul, Forbes, Susquehannock, and
Tiadaughton State Forests, Laurel
Mountains, thirty counties and
nearly one-half million acres in State
Gamelands. The habitat is certainly
there, but most of the counts are in
the more populous areas rather than
the owl's prime habitat. Region 1
counts, however, are also in very
populous areas, so there must be
other reasons for the low owling
effort.
The number of counters is a
possible explanation. Region 1
averages 39 people per count as
compared to 19 for Region 3. There
were 12 counts in Region 3 with less
than 10 participants. This did not
occur once in Region 1 and only three
times in Region 2. Obviously, as the
number of participants increases, the
chances increase that some will be
available for owling.
Region 3 counts are also more
widely scattered than in Regions 1 or
2. People must drive further to get to
a count zone which decreases the
amount of time available to spend
owling. Considering this, it is
probable the apparent low owldensity is again a function of the
owling effort. If this is the case, the
low owling-effort could possibly be
corrected by counting the owls on a
separate day.
Discussion
If CBCs are supposed to count
all birds, then some rules must be
changed to include nocturnal species.
Since the CBC is restricted to one
day, owls are excluded because few
birders have the physical stamina to
rise early, owl for several hours, then
face a full eight-hour day of birding.
As a result much owling is done just
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

to get the species on the list. This is
particularly true if the owling is done
at the end of the day and everyone is
tired. Once the bird is found, the
effort for that species ceases.
Counting owls on a separate day
would eliminate such bias and give
us more reliable data on owl numbers
and winter distribution.
More data need to be recorded.
The number of hours and miles is all
that is currently required. The
number of parties, number of stops,
and use of tape recorders should be
added. In fact, an entire set of
guidelines for owling should be
developed.
Such methods might
include road routes with
predetermined stops and minimal
distances between stops for each
species. Should the owling be passive
listening or actively pursued with
recorded tapes?
The subject of using tape
recorders and calls is a complex one.
Do they make a difference? The 130
G r eat H orned O w ls of th e
Cumberland, New Jersey, count were
all counted by passive listening. How
would tape recorders have affected
their results? Are tapes needed for
the Great Horned Owl at all since it
is its courtship season? Both the
Barred Owl and Screech Owl are on
the menu of the Great Horned Owl.
Which call should be played first?
How loud? How far do the sounds
carry? How much does the distance
vary with air density? Do they
introduce the problem of overlap?
Should there be a minimum distance
between stops for each species to
prevent double counting? There is
room for much research!
Barred Owl is particularly
u nd er-coun ted. I hear them
frequently on spring and fall
backpack trips and they respond
readily to calls. The Barred Owl is
associated with the aquatic food
chain and many count zones are
selected to include water surface, so
the habitat is there. Are they as
scarce as the data indicate or are we
not good at counting them? Some
believe the Great Horned Owl
excludes the Barred Owl. There is
some reason for this assumption
since the Barred Owl is a prey
species of the Great Horned Owl.
Counts listing a lot of Barred Owls
usually don't report many Great
Horned Owls, but the data are too
scant for analysis in this state.
Northern Saw-whet Owl is
probably also under-counted because
most counters don't know where or
how to look for them. They appear on
many CBCs, but never consistently.
The appearance of Short-eared Owl
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on CBCs is unpredictable and varies
widely from count to count and year
to year.
The mysterious Long-eared Owl
is also unpredictable. Although this
species is known to use the same
roost sites every winter (Smith 1981),
few counts report them consistently.
It is notable that all of the Longeared Owl sightings on the 1989 CBC
were in Region 1. Region 2 had four
in 1988 and they are rarely ever
reported from Region 3 CBCs. Erie
had their first record in 1987. This
again seems to be a factor of owling
effort. The Long-eared Owl is found
by searching conifers during the day
and the majority are located in the
region that has the most counters in
the field.
Screech-Owl, although probably
the easiest owl to count, follow a
distribution and density pattern
similar to the Great Horned Owl.
Conclusion
Christmas Bird Counts are not
designed to count nocturnal species.
The owling data of the CBCs tell us
little about owl density and
distribution. Owls must be treated
differently because of their nocturnal
habits. More data need to be recorded
and counting methods need to be
developed and standardized. If the
owl data on CBCs are to have any
value, a standardized method should
be used and the count should take
place on a separate day.
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"Autumn Rain"
Brush Mountain Notebook
by Marcia Bonta
It is raining hard when I
pull on my husband's rubbers
over my moccasins and grab the
old black umbrella held
together by four paper clips and
several loops of thread. Despite
the weather, I am going on my
daily
walk. I
dress
appropriately, donning baggy
wool slacks, torn blue jacket,
and several layers of shirt and
sweaters to keep out the damp.
The moment I step outside,
I am overwhelmed by birdsong;
hundreds of robins sing and call
from the treetops, and for a
moment I think it is early
spring rather than midautumn. Like Ulysses, I am
drawn irresistibly by those
siren calls and others of a dozen
bird species. It is as if all the
birds heading south have
landed on the mountain to wait
out the rain.
Ruby-crowned kinglets and
white-throated sparrows eat
the dried grapes that hang from
the top of the old apple tree. A
flock of northern flickers flies
up from the driveway. Northern
juncos bend the dried field
weeds down as they pluck out
the seeds. It has been raining
for two days, and the birds
must continue to eat despite
the weather.
Gray squirrels, too, are
abroad, running up and down
tree trunks with black walnuts
in their mouths. That is the
first time I have seen them
harvesting those nuts. The
abundant acorn crop has kept
them busy, so I assumed that
the walnuts would be ignored.
It has taken a heavy rain to
confine the squirrels to our yard
and the walnuts.
The frenzied noise and
activity of birds and squirrels
pull me up past the old garden,
across the powerline right-ofway and into the woods where
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more robins call. Should I go
on?
By now I am hooked. The
pungent smell of newly fallen,
wet leaves is enough to keep me
walking even after I leave the
bird zone to begin a silent,
sodden trek up the trail.
Despite the gathering mist, the
woods glow with the bright gold
of leaves still on the trees and
those that have just fallen. This
special light is only visible on a
rainy day when the leaves have
no competition from an
autumn-blue sky.
The curling tendrils of
witch hazel in full bloom
radiate from the understory.
This latest flowering tree, with
its softly-hued, yellow flowers,
resembles the muted shades of
early spring blossoms rather
than the bold, brilliant,
autumnal colors.
A flock of cedar waxwings
wheels overhead; a ruffed
grouse explodes from the
underbrush. A recent arrival to
the mountain, a flock of
wandering evening grosbeaks,
calls in the foggy distance. Does
their unusually early arrival
portend a long winter or will
they merely stay a few days and
then push on as they have been
doing for several years now?
Every autumn I look for signs
of a major northern finch
invasion, but with our recently
warming winters, we have seen
little of the finch family.
I have walked a couple
miles, and the rain has begun
to soak over my rubber tops and
penetrate the thin defenses of
the old umbrella. I start
anticipating a hot cup of coffee.
The birds are still calling
as I near home, and once again
I am momentarily stopped by
the sound and movement all
around me. However, there is
no doubt that the frenzy is
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dying down now. But I am
grateful to have experienced the
special autumn spectacle of life
and color which is possible only
during a rainy, late October
morning.
Mrs. Bonta is author of the
book, "Outbound Journeys in
Pennsylvania, A Guide to
Natural
Places for
Individual and Group
Outings." It is available from
The Pennsylvania State
University Press, University
Park 16802, cloth $22.50, paper
$12.75, plus $2.00 S&H.
Autographe d c op i e s are
available from the author at the
same price, addressed to Box 68,
Tyrone, PA 16686. It can also be
purchased at local bookstores. eds.
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Birding the Mundane and Finding the Rare...
First Record of a Pacific Slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis)
East of the Mississippi
by Joe Meloney and Harold Morrin
The area.

The discovery.

It was D ecember 1976 when
Scott Schreiber and Harold first
spent
several
relatively
discouraging days beating the
brush in an area assigned to us for
the first Southern Lancaster
County Christmas Bird Count
(SoLanCo). Our forlorn conclusion
w as that we were sent to an area
because it was there... not because
birds were known to be there.
Probably no birding had been done
there before. Within the rest of the
count circle are local birding hot
spots: M uddy Run, Octoraro Lake,
Susquehannock State Park and a
long stretch of the Susquehanna
River. Our section, however, is
mostly farmland plowed by the
thrifty and hard-working farmers
who leave very little brush, even at
road's edge. Water is nearly nonexistent; a few narrow streams and
a few farm ponds, mostly near
buildings and devoid of waterfowl.
There are deciduous woodlots, with
comparatively few conifers, but
with brushy undergrowth. Here
exist the best possibilities for birds.
One area is a woodlot surrounded
by open farm land and a sm all
airport, just near the Tanglewood
Manor development. We always
cover this area starting at dawn,
usually for three hours. It was here
that excitement was generated in
the 1990 count.
Through the years, we were
expected to find Lapland Longspur
in the Horned Lark flocks. W e
almost always did (but not in
1990!). It was often the only bird
noted exclusively by our group.
But, little by little, surprises
occurred: a N. Oriole and a Longeared Owl in a brushy roadside
area, an Orange-crowned Warbler
in the sam e area where we later
found the flycatcher in 1990, a
Bald Eagle flying overhead. Each
year the area list grew and now
has produced eighty species.

On 16 December 1990 I [Joe]
was, for the eleventh time, helping
with the SoLanCo count, always in
the same area, north of where
Routes 222 and 272 converge at
W akefield to Scotland R oad.
Leading the group along the edge
of a woodlot, down a hill, and
towards a south-facing slope, I
stopped to survey an area of
underbrush and scattered trees. I
noticed a bird silhouette off to m y
left, approximately twenty feet
from the ground. It was sitting
erect displaying a slight peak on
the head and nervously twitching
its wings and tail.
"Harold! Get here, quick," I
blurted. "It's a phoebe-like bird."
Just then, the bird dropped a
few branches into better light.
"Not with wingbars like that,"
then the bird turned to face us, "or
with a belly as yellow as that,"
Harold added.
Slightly embarrassed, I said,
"You're right. It's one of the
Empidonax flycatchers." With m y
voice trembling and my mind
racing, I said, "Harold, we are
going to need notes on this bird."
Harold agreed.
Enlisting the help of our
companions, Joyce N ettke and Bill
Ott, we wrote down field marks:
e y e rin g , olive-y e llo w ba ck ,
prom inent wingbars, an even
yellow wash from bill to tail. "The
lower wingbars seem brighter,"
mentioned Joyce. Bill drew a
picture of a blunt, slightly notched
tail for r e fe re n ce. H arold
questioned, "Did anyone notice the
lower mandible color?" No, so we
relocated the bird and found it was
a lighter yellow color. More notes.
"Yellow-bellied Flycatcher is
what comes to mind," mused
Harold.
"Did you hear that?" I said. "I
think it's calling." Within thirty
seconds a soft, but clear, Sssip! was
heard several times. More notes.
"Excellent."
We knew that all eastern
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Empidonax except Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher could be ruled out, but
that a w estern species was
certainly not out of the question.
And we did know that no western
Empidonax had ever been seen in
Lancaster County.
The confirm ation.
Joyce and Bill were a big help
all day. Their observations added a
great deal to the flycatcher field
mark routine.
At the post-count get-together
at Jo and Ed Pedersons' home, our
report generated excitement. The
next morning, after a review of the
literature and arm ed with scopes,
cameras, and recording equipment,
som e of the area's leading birders,
count compiler Bob Schutsky,
P.O.R.C. members Frank Haas and
Steve Santner, active area birders
Ed Pederson and Larry Lewis,
fortunately relocated the bird.
Their observations, recordings, and
photographs verified that we had
found a Pacific Slope Flycatcher
(Empidonax difficilis), apparently
the first one docum ented east of
Kansas. The word spread, birders
came from several states, and
many saw and heard the little bird
that first showed up on the
SoLanCo Christm as count.
The challenge.
If anybody reading this is
assigned an off-beat area for their
Christmas count, and through the
years is willing to beat the brush,
accept it as a challenge rather than
a chore. Who knows what may
happen.
The completely revised Second
Edition of The Birds of Lancaster
County, for which Harold serves as
C h a i r m a n o f th e E d it o r i a l
Com mittee, should be in print later
this year.
See description on Page
135.
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Where are the birds?
Where is the Atlas?
A Pennsylvania Breeding
Bird Atlas Update.
Dan Brauning
Atlas Project Coordinator

It already seems so long
ago. You haven't worked a block
for two years. The Atlas is
perhaps becoming a fuzzy
memory! Will the book ever be
published?
Yes! The atlas effort began
in 1983. Nearly 5000 blocks
and 100,000 hours of field
work later, the culmination of
the your efforts will be
available soon. Since the
completion of the "extra" field
s e aso n i n 1 9 89 , m an y
individuals worked diligently to
compile the information, write
accounts, and create the
artwork. The manuscript was
sent to the publisher last fall;
we await the product. The Atlas
of the Breeding Birds in
Pennsylvania is now "in press."
Pennsylvania's Atlas is
being published by the
University of Pittsburgh Press,
the fine publisher of Todd's
Birds of Western Pennsylvania
and other recent titles they
h a ve publis h e d i n cl u d e
Mammals of Pennsylvania and
Reptiles and Amphibians of
West Virginia. The University
of Pittsburgh Press scooped the
mid-Atlantic atlas market, and
plan to publish the Delaware,
Maryland, and West Virginia
bird atlases as well as ours.
Pennsylvania will be the first in
this series, and we would like to
think that it will be a gem
among these fine books.
Some of the features of the
Atlas include: a full color cover
of a Chestnut-sided Warbler
nest scene; an illustration and
page of text for each of the 187
breeding species; a discussion
on all of Pennsylvania's past
breeders; and the atlas maps,
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printed in two colors (red blocks
on a black outline of the state's
counties). Other features
include population trend graphs
and breeding season summaries
for most species plus eight
overlays. This will be the
fullest-featured, handsomest
Breeding Bird Atlas yet to be
published in North America.
Most important, it will
r e p r e s e n t
y o u r
o b s e rvat i o ns — f r om yo u r
backyard and the wildest
corners of the state.
Do you know where to find
Mourning Warblers commonly
in Pennsylvania, regular
locations for Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher, Peregrine Falcon or
Upland Sandpiper? Do you
know which species breeds in
P e n n s y l v a n i a , b ut n o t
anywhere else in North
America? Do you know the last
time Red Crossbills nested in
Pennsylvania?
These
questions, and a host of others,
will be easily answered with
the Atlas.
All Atlas Project volunteers
will receive a pre-publication
mailing sometime this summer,
making you eligible for the
discount price of $25—that's
over 25 percent off the planned
list price of $35 for this 450page book (a bargain even

without the discount). We hope
to have the book by Christmas,
so plan to order yours promptly
when you receive the
announcement. The Atlas will
be a proud addition to your bird
book library, not just because of
the information contained
within, but because your
contributions made it possible.)
RR 2, Box 484
Montgomery, PA 17752

New Birdline Operational
by Dave DeReam us
There's a new 24-hour birding hotline in Pennsylvania! The "Eastern
Pa. Birdline" will report rare and uncommon birds found in the east-central
part of the state. Extremely rare birds from surrounding areas will also be
mentioned.
The Lehigh Valley Audubon Society (LVAS), which is based in the
Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton area, is sponsoring the hotline. Field trips and
meeting of the LVAS will be announced near the end of the tape. Callers
may leave information on their own unusual sightings after the tone following
the message. Updates will be made every Friday unless rarities dictate
otherwise.
If you would like to help support this effort, please send your donations
to: LVAS, PO Box 290, Emmaus, PA 18049.

215-759-5754
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CHUMMING
for
LONGSPURS
by Dave DeReamus
Several inches of snow fell in
early December of 1989. This
prompted me to head out to
Graver's Hill, a fairly large area
of open fields near the town of
Klecknersville. My objective was
to check out the now snowcovered fields for Horned Larks.
Any birder who has searched for
these birds on barren ground
knows how effective their
camouflage can be. The white
backdrop gives away their
presence as they nervously feed
in the fields. It also brings them
in to road edges that have been
plowed since the fields' food
supply is mostly covered.
I surveyed the roadside and
soon found a flock of about 75
larks. Further searching revealed
two smaller birds among the
flock that turned out to the
Lapland Longspurs.
When I got home, I called my
friend Rick Wiltraut and told him
the news. He was delighted since
the Wild Creek-Little Gap
Christmas Count was a little
over a week away and Graver's
Hill was inside the count circle.
This area is one of the few places
in the circle with appropriate
habitat for longspurs, so they are
very seldom reported to the
count. Rick was determined to
add the species to the list, so he
went to the store, bought some
Hartz Mountain "Gravel and
Grit," drove up to the spot, and
spread it out over the snow near
the roadside. It was then that we
started referring to this action as
"chumming for longspurs."
In terestin gly, a Chestn u tcollared Longspur was
"chummed" into a parking lot at
Sandy Hook, New Jersey, in
much the same manner. I also
recall seeing a Purple Gallinule
near Point Pelee, Canada, that
was being lured into the open
with fish parts.
C h u m m ing
has
many
advantages. It concentrates the
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birds into one small area, thereby
eliminating the eye-straining
"scoping" over the vast field area.
It also allows close observation of
the flock which we hope might
someday turn up an unexpected
visitor that might otherwise be
overlooked. In addition, using
your car as a blind creates an
e x c e l l e n t o p p o r t u n i t y fo r
photography, not to mention the
fact that it's much warmer than
being outside getting blasted by
the wind. We also employed
chumming before our Big Day,
attempting to pin down a Whitecrowned Sparrow along with
some White-throats that were
long overdue for their northward
migration.
Rick
has
successfu lly
"chummed" in the area again this
winter. Due to the close
proximity of the area to my
home, I have been regularly
keeping tabs on it. To date, the
area holds about 300 Horned
Larks. Up to three Snow
Buntings and two Lapland
Longspurs
have
been
occasionally present with the
flock. There are also two
Savannah Sparrows that have
been "riding out" the winter
there.
We have since kidded about
chumming for various other birds
this way. We joke about putting
out frogs for Broad-winged
Hawks, freezing insects for
flycatchers, "fishing" for Bald
Eagles (well, you get the picture).
Of course, we don't discuss this
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openly because of our fear of
being taken away in straightjackets to some asylum. After all,
the only "birds" you would see
there are human unless you
happen to discover a pair of
Eurasian Jackdaws nesting. We
ride the ragged edge to where
even some birders look at us
strangely. But what the hell,
we're having fun! And isn't that
what it's all about?
In case anyone is interested
in visiting this spot, here are
directions: Find the town of
Klecknersville (Northampton
County). From the junction of
routes 987 and 946, take 946
west or north for only onequarter mile to Point Phillips
Road. Turn right onto Point
Phillips Road for about 100 yards
and turn left onto Delps Road.
Take Delps Road for about a mile
to where the road crests Graver's
Hill. There, South Oaks Road
meets Delps Road on the left. At
this junction is the unofficial
"chumming area."
In summer, it should be
noted that the area has breeding
H orned L a rk s, B ob olin ks,
Vesper, Savannah
and
Grasshopper sparrows, and
Eastern Meadowlarks.
2090 Hidden Drive
Bath, PA
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SITE GUIDE: Cross-Country Ski Area at Ohiopyle State Park
Fa yet t e Cou n t y
by Eric Hall
During the nesting season,
Ohiopyle State Park is an
excellent place for bird-finding.
S ca tt e r e d t h r o u gh ou t th e
forested hillsides are many
abandoned farm fields that are
active with bird-life. Dave
Darney found a field with an
especially good number and
variety of birds. This huge field is
in the Cross-Country Ski Area,
located in a northwest section of
the park. A 180° panoramic view
of the distant mountain ridges
provides a pleasant backdrop to
birding.
The field is surrounded by
forest. The conifers at the
entrance have proved attractive
to
Northern
Parula.
(Throughout the Ohiopyle area,
wherever there are open stands
of mature conifers, there is the
possibility of finding nesting
Parulas.) The field itself is
largely brushy, with a few
thickets of small trees.
Skiing trails provide easy
access to the interior of the field.
Golden-winged Warblers are
abundant here. As many as six
singing males have been counted
in mid-June. Blue-winged
Warblers are seen occasionally.
In 1988 a "Brewster's" Warbler
nested in a neighboring field.
The trails travel mainly
through dry upland areas.
However, lower-lying wet areas
are also encountered. The thorny
tangles and forest edges that line
the upland trails are excellent for
Chestnut-sided W arblers.
Other birds nesting commonly in
the field include: Black-billed
Cuckoo, Tree Swallow ,
Eastern Bluebird, White-eyed
Vireo, Yellow Warbler,
Prairie Warbler, and Yellowbreasted Chat. Com m on
Ravens and Broad-winged
Hawks frequently fly overhead.
There is also a good
assortment of birds in the forest
that su rrounds the field,
in c l u d i n g : W i l d T u r k e y ,
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Barred Owl, Pileated
Woodpecker, Cedar Waxwing,
Black-throated
Green
Warbler, Black-and-white
W a r b le r , A m . R ed sta r t,
Ovenbird, Kentucky and
Hooded warblers. A pair of
Sharp-shinned Hawks nested
in these woods in 1989.
To reach the site, take Route
381 south of the town of
Ohiopyle. Make a right turn at
the Log Cabin (0.6 miles past the
bridge over the Youghiogheny
River) onto unmarked LR 26071.
Travel the steep climb of LR
26071 for 1.5 miles, then make
another right turn at the fourway intersection, onto unmarked
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T-796. Travel the entire length
(1.7 miles) of T-796, continuing
past the road that leads to the
campgrounds. Park at the second
parking lot along the gravel road.
517 N. Beatty St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
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Rare Bird Reports
Franklin's Gull
Larus pipixcan
Lancaster County
J. Eric Witmer
On Saturday, 6 October
1990, a first-winter Franklin's
Gull (Larus pipixcan) was
observed on the Conejohela Flats,
Washington Boro, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, by Tom
Garner, Eric Witmer, and five
other observers. The bird was
seen briefly but was relocated the
following morning (7 October
1990) and was closely studied
and photographed (up to about
100 feet) by Garner, Witmer,
Jerry Book and Jan Witmer.
The bird was an obviously a
first-winter Laughing Gull (L.
atricilla) or Franklin's Gull. It
was considerably smaller than
the nearby Ring-billed Gulls (L.
delawarensis). At rest the back
was light gray with brownishtinged wing coverts and even
darker primaries. The entire
underparts were white. The head
was small and rounded with the
forehead being white and the
upper nape dark, wrapping
around to the eyes, giving a
hooded appearance. The eyes
were dark with broad, white eye
crescents. The bill was black and
thinner than that of a Laughing
Gull and not thicker at the end.
In flight, the underwings
were light, with the primaries
being darker. From above, the
wings were gray with brownish
e d g e s l e a d i n g to d a r k e r
primaries, with a broad white
trailing edge ending at the
beginning of the primaries. The
tail was light with a fairly broad,
dark subterminal band. The
entire outer tail feathers were
white. The legs were dark and
shorter than a Laughing Gull's.
The bird was observed
irregularly between 7-12 October
from the shore of the
Susquehanna River and was last
seen on the flats on 13 October by
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Book.
Interestingly, an immature
Franklin's Gull was reported by
Book and Robert M. Schutsky on
15 September 1990 at the same
location. Constant searching did
not turn up this species until 6
October, when a sim ila rplumaged gull appeared, raising
suspicions as to how many
Franklin's Gulls were in the
area.
This is the second Lancaster
County record. The first was also
on the flats and observed by Ted
Hake et al. on 20 September
1959. Several unconfirmed
records exist since that time.
805 Pointview Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522

Rufous Hummingbird
Selasphorus rufus
Westmoreland County
Robert S. Mulvihill
Robert C. Leberman

and

An immature male Rufous
Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus)
that came regularly to sugar water
feeders between 17 October and 21
November 1990 at two adjacent
homes located on a hilltop about
one m ile north of Ligonier,
P e n n s y lv a n ia (W e stm o r e la n d
County), is an addition to the list of
birds of the Ligonier Valley and the
rest of western Pennsylvania
(L ebe rm an 1976, 1988) an d
represents just the second or third
confirmed record of the species for
the state (Conway and Drennan
1979; unpubl. data). Thanks to the
hospitality of Don and Nancy
Ferry, It was eventually seen by
dozens of people from across the
state. What follows is a detailed
account of the steps leading up to
the correct identification of this
bird.
On
17
O c to b e r
1990,
Leberman received a phone call
from N ancy Ferry of Ligonier, who
thought that it was unusual that
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she still had a hummingbird
coming to her feeder. This date was
about as late as the latest known
R u b y - t h r o a t e d H u m m in g b ir d
(Archilochus colubris) occurrence
in
w estern
Pennsylvania
(Leberm an 1988), and Leberman
asked her to note the last day that
she observed the bird. When Mrs.
Ferry called again on 25 October
(after having been away from her
home for a few days) with news
that the hummingbird was still
visiting her feeder, we knew that
the possibility that it might be
other than a Ruby-throat had to be
considered seriously.
We went to her hom e that
after-noon at about 3 o'clock. W e
were able to view the hummingbird
within about ten minutes after we
arrived. Our initial observations
were made from inside the Ferry's
home, under low light conditions.
Looking through binoculars at the
humm ingbird, which was perched
on one of two feeders hanging from
the eaves of the front porch (at a
distance of about 12-15 ft. away),
we immediately recognized that it
was something other than a
Ruby-throat. Although the lighting
was not ideal, we could m ake out
rufous coloration on its tail, and we
were particularly struck, with the
bird in profile, by the presence of a
wide white "collar" between the
bird's dark buffy sides and the
bottom edge of its heavily streaked
gorget. Based on the species'
frequent extralimital occurrence,
as well as the appearance of the
bird under observation compared
to illustrations in several field
guides and other references that
we had brought with us, we
tentatively identified it as an
im mature
male
Rufous
Hummingbird.
A more thorough review of
pertinent literature that evening
made it clear that there were, in
fact, a number of possibilities,
in c lu d in g e s p e c ia lly R u f o u s
Hummingbird,
Allen's
Hummingbird (S. sasin), and
Broad-tailed H ummingbird (S.
platycercus), all of which have been
recorded in the East (Johnsgard
1983). W e m ade plans to return the
following morning in hopes of
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viewing the bird in better light and
for a longer period of time.
We arrived at the Ferry's the
next morning at 7:30. Leberman
viewed the bird from inside, while
Mulvihill watched from a car parked
directly opposite Leberman's position
and at a greater distance (about 40
ft.) from the bird. After several
observations, made over the course of
about an hour in much better
lighting than the day before
(particularly from M ulvihill's
vantage point), we compared notes
and field sketches.
Based
on
these,
the
hummingbird's important field
marks can be described as follows:
about the size of a Ruby-throat; back
mostly metallic green, with some
bronze edging, especially along its
border with the folded wings; head
mostly greenish, "scaled" with buffy
gray on top, and having scattered
rufous feathers or feather edges,
particularly on crown, nape and
cheek; rump and basal part of visible
rectrices (particularly the central
rectrices) bright rufous; undertail
coverts buffy; sides and flanks light
rufous; gorget sharply streaked with
gray-green, possibly with a few
iridescent feathers near the center
(seen as larger, darker spots than
the surrounding throat streaks, but
which were never seen in a light that
reflected their color); bottom edge of
gorget well-defined, contrasting with
white chest and clavicular region
(gave white-"collared" appearance in
profile).
The plumage details observed
on this visit enabled us to rule out
only
one
of
the
three
above-mentioned possibilities, the
Broad-tailed Hummingbird, which is
larger than a Ruby-throat, does not
have a bright rufous rump or rufous
color at the base of the central
rectrices in any plumage (Johnsgard
1983). The bird's green, instead of
rufous, back left open the possibility
of both Rufous and Allen's
hummingbirds. These two species, in
the female or immature plumages,
are virtually identical in appearance
and can be distinguished reliably
only through examination of several
in-hand criteria (Stiles 1972).
Having
reached
this
identification impasse, we decided to
try to catch the hummingbird the
next day, using the mist netting
technique that we employ for bird
banding purposes at Powdermill
Nature Reserve. Over the course of
the next two weeks, several
arrangements of one or two mist nets
in the vicinity of the Ferry's
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hummingbird feeders and those of
their neighbors, Ann and Pete
Poichiol, were tried, none of which
was successful. Time and time again,
the hummingbird simply flew over,
under, and around the nets as it
came and went from the feeders.
Our bird banding reputations on
the line, we called Kathleen
Klimkiewicz of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's Bird Banding
Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland for
advice. The previous winter she had
successfully netted a Rufous
Hummingbird at a feeder in that
state. She described a mist net trap
design used by hummingbird
banders in Arizona that had worked
on the first try, after she, too, had
failed to capture the Maryland bird
with conventional mist-netting
techniques.
The mist net trap required that
the hummingbird feeders be moved
out from under the porch eaves to a
short post in the open, about eight
feet away. The hummingbird did not
hesitate to move to the new feeder
locations. It also entered a partly
constructed mist net trap (before the
roof was put on) within minutes after
it was put up. However, after the
roof netting was attached, the
hummingbird would not enter the
trap.
After a few failed trapping
attempts that were hampered by
windy weather, we decided to wait
for a favorable weather forecast
before trying again. The first break
in the weather came on 14
November. After dark that evening,
we erected and opened an improved
net trap (with some additional
refinements suggested to us by
Klimkiewicz in
a second
conversation). Mulvihill arrived the
next morning at first light. Don
Ferry placed the feeders inside the
trap (the Ferrys had been taking the
feeders inside each night, so the
sugar water solution would not
become cold or frozen, and replacing
them early every morning), while
Mulvihill observed the feeders and
trap from inside his car, about thirty
feet away. Shortly after the feeders
were hung, the hummingbird showed
up. After about fifteen minutes of
hovering around the outside of the
trap, it finally flew through the trap's
one open side and perched on a
feeder. Mulvihill got out of his car,
walked quickly toward the opening of
the trap an d flushed the
hummingbird into the rear net panel
of the trap. The hummingbird was
removed, placed in a small paper
bag, and taken inside to be
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identified. As suspected during
earlier field observations, the bird
had several iridescent reddish throat
feathers, roughly centered along the
bottom edge of its gorget.
The "Key to Plumages of Rufous
and Allen Hummingbirds" given in
Stiles (1972), as well as additional
diagn ost ic m orph om etric and
plumage criteria given in that paper,
was used to make the in-hand
ident i fi c a t i o n. T he fol l o w ing
sequence charts our identification
based on the key: Throat whitish
with flecks of red, green and/or
bronzy (females and immatures);
Rectrix 1 with basal 2/3 to 3/4 rufous;
tip green and black, the black
concentrated proximally and toward
the shaft (immature males); Rectrix
5 2.7mm wide or more; distinct
emargination of tip of rectrix 2 (S.
rufus). In addition to the key, the
coloration of the Ligonier bird was
compared to illustrations in Stiles
(1972): throat pattern was most
similar to Figure 1b (immature
male); pattern of rectrix 1 nearly
matched figure 2Bb (one of three
patterns shown for immature male S.
rufus); emargination of rectrix 2
compared well with Fig 3b (typical
condition, immature male S. rufus);
the shape and pattern of rectrix 5,
although not identical to any of those
shown, was most like Fig. 4Bc (one of
three patterns shown for immature
male S. rufus). Measurements of the
bird in hand compared to mean
values for samples of 30 immature
male S. rufus and 30 nominate S.
sasin from California are given in
Table 1.
As "specimen" confirmation, we
plucked the diagnostic right outer
rectrix of the Ligonier bird. This has
been deposited in the collection of
the Section of Birds of The Carnegie
Museum of Natural History, along
with photographic evidence.
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Table 1. M easurements of an immature male S. rufus captured at
Ligonier, Pa. on 15 November 1990, compared to mean values for
this age/sex class of S. rufus and nom inate S. sasin from
California given in Stiles (1972).

Wing length (chord)(mm)
Exposed culmen (mm)
Tail length (mm)
Width of rectrix 1 (mm)
Width of rectrix 5 (mm)
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Ligonier bird

S. rufus

S. sasin

42.0
16.0
24.5
8.4
3.3

41.98
16.01
24.67
8.13
3.18

40.29
15.62
23.57
7.45
2.06
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Pacific
Slope
Flycatcher
Empidonax difficilis
Lancaster County
Franklin C. Haas
On December 16, 1990, while
on the Southern Lancaster County
C hristm as B ir d C o u n t , J o e
Meloney, Harold Morrin, Joyce
Nettke and Bill Ott found an
Empidonax flycatcher which they
tentatively identified as a Yellowbellied Flycatcher (E. flaviventris)
(see article on page 135). This was
re p o r te d at th e afte r-co u n t
gathering that evening. Upon
hearing the report, Bob Schutsky,
Steve Santner, Larry Lewis, Ed
Pederson and I decided to try to
locate the bird and confirm its
identification.
The site was located in East
Drumore Township about two
miles south of the intersection of
Routes 272 and 372. We arrived at
the site at approximately 9:00 a.m.,
17 Decem ber, and found the bird
about 9:45 a.m.
The bird was typical of
Empidonax flycatchers in size and
shape and general coloration (See
photo page 160). The four most
significant features on the bird
were the following:
1. The throat, breast and
belly were washed in bright yellow.
Not as bright as a Com m on
Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas),
but brighter than a winter
Am erican Goldfinch (Carduelis
tristis). This color is washed out in
the photos because of the highspeed film being used (ASA 1600).
The bird was very easy to spot
when facing the observer because
of the brightness of the yellow. The
brightness and extent (the throat)
of the yellow at this time of year
p re tty m u ch ru led o u t all
Empidonax except Yellow-bellied
and the tw o Westerns [Pacific
Slope (E. difficilis) and Cordilleran
(E. occidentalis)].
2. The eye-ring was nonexistent above the eye and
projected noticeably behind the eye
in what is called tear-drop fashion.
This shape is typical of both
Western forms, while Yellowbellieds' eye-rings typically are
uniform, but can appear slightly
tear-dropped (Kaufman & Whitney
1986).
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3. The bird had a noticeably
crested appearance and frequently
raised its crest as it sat, called and
fed. This again is typical of the
Western forms, the Yellow-bellied
typically being more round-headed
in ap pe aran ce (K au fm an &
Whitney 1986).
4.
The lower mandible
appeared light-colored for m ost, if
not all, of its length.
This combination of features
lead me to believe that the bird
w a s o n e o f th e "W este r n "
flycatchers, not a Yellow-bellied.
Realizing at this point that the
bird was probably in the Western
Flycatcher group (Pacific Slope
Flycatcher
or
C ord ille r an
Flycatch e r), w h ich can be
separated in the field only by call,
we decided to play a tape-recording
of the Western Flycatcher call and
see how it responded. We played
the tape, and the bird started
calling. At this tim e I started
recording the bird's song on tape
for documentation.
The call made by the bird was
very close to the call note given on
the tape that we were playing,
which was the W estern Flycatcher
(before the split) on the Field
G uide to W estern Bird Songs, by
Dr. Peter Kellog, 1975, Cassette 2,
Side A. It was a loud "ZEEEP,"
slightly rising, but not distinctly
two-noted.
When later compared with the
calls given on the Guide to Bird
S ou n ds, National G eographic
Society (1985) Cassette 2, Side A,
(which gives the "Pacific Coast"
and "Rocky Mountains" forms) the
calls matched exactly those given
by the "Pacific Coast" form .
W hen compared with the
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher call from
the same tape, the call was
noticeable different in pitch,
quality and slur. Both the Yellowbellied and the Pacific Slope have a
slurred note, but the Yellow-bellied
note has almost no rise in the tone,
while the Pacific Slope rises
noticeably.
I therefore concluded that the
bird was a Pacific Slope Flycatcher.
The bird was seen and heard
by many observers during the
following days and was last seen on
Wednesday, 26 December 1990.
DeSante and Pyle (1986) show
no records of "Western" Flycatcher
occurrin g farth er east than
Kansas. (This was before the split.)
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T h e A O U (1 9 8 9 ) c it e s n o
extralimital records for Pacific
Slope Flycatcher, but does mention
casual m igration records for
Cordilleran Flycatcher as far east
as
southw estern
Kansas
( p r e su m a b ly th e s e a r e th e
"Western" Flycatcher records cited
by DeSante & Pyle).
It therefore seems safe to say
that this is the first documented
record of Pacific Slope Flycatcher
east of the Mississippi River.
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Brewer's Blackbird
Euphagus cyanocephalus
Erie County
Ted Floyd
I saw a male Brewer's
B lackbird
(Euphagus
cyanocephalus) in Erie C ounty at
11 a.m. on Friday, 23 Novem ber
1990. This bird is classified as a
"rarity" in Pennsylvania (Kwater
1990). However, the species is
extending its range eastward, and
there is increasing evidence that
the species m ay be under-reported
in Pennsylvania, particularly in
th e n orthw estern coun ties
(Wilhelm 1982).
The bird was near East Fisher
Road about 4 kilometers east of the
Presque Isle State Park office. I
observed the bird for more than 30
minutes as it foraged on rocks and
vegetation between the road and
Erie Bay. It was generally solitary,
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occasionally venturing to within
several m eters of a small flock of
R in g-billed
Gulls
(Larus
delawarensis).
The bird was entirely black
an d highly iridescent w hich
im mediately suggested Brewer's
B lac k b ird. T h e m ale R u sty
Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus),
which at tim es the Brewer's
Blackbird closely resem bles, is very
rarely entirely black as late as
Novem ber (Bent 1958). The bird
approached to within 10 meters,
and I was able to discern that the
eye was very pale and that the
head was glossed with purple.
I also heard the bird. It called
frequently and I was struck by the
grating and metallic quality of the
vocalizations. I have had recent
extensive exposure to the calls of
R u s ty B la ck bird (in cen tral
Pennsylvania and in southern New
Jersey in October and Novem ber of
1990) and Brewer's Blackbird (in
southern Texas in M arch of 1990
and in western Montana in August
of 1990), and I was certain that
these were the call notes of the
Brewer's Blackbird.
The bird was observed under
fair conditions with 8.5X binoculars
and a 20X telescope. Mary Floyd
and Richard Floyd also observed
the bird. It could not be relocated
later in the day.
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Brewer's Blackbird
Euphagus cyanocephalus
Northampton County
Arlene Koch
On 14 Novem ber 1990 at
about 1 p.m. three birds flew into
my open feeder and fed there for
about five minutes. At first I didn't
pay much attention to them
because there were Brown-headed
Cowbirds (Molothrus ater), a few
C om m on G rackles (Q uiscalus
qu iscula), an d R e d -w in g e d
Blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus)
feeding on the ground under the
feeders. A second glance told m e
that they were something different.
They w ere larger than the
cowbirds, about the same size as
the redwings, but smaller than the
grackles, with shorter tails. The
eyes of all three birds were
light— it was difficult to tell if they
were yellow or white— but they
definitely were not dark. Two of
the birds were black with a
purplish shine to their heads and a
very distinct contrast to the back
and rest of the body. The light gave
that part a sort of shiny gray-green
look. The other bird had an almost
brownish appearance to its head
and upper body, with the rest of
the body giving an almost mottled
look. The bills were dark and
appeared a little thicker than the
grackles and also looked to be
shorter.
These three birds flew to the
ground after a while and fed there
along with the other birds for about
10 m ore m inutes. They were
feeding on a mixture of millets,
sunflower seeds and cracked corn.
I think I also put a little thistle
seed into that feeder. When they
were on the ground the contrast
between them and the other
species was extremely evident. The
day was sunny and I was about 30
feet away using 8.5 X 40 Swift
Audubon binoculars. I concluded
rather quickly that these birds
in d eed w ere m ale B re w e r's
Blackbirds
(Euphagus
cyanocephalus).
I didn't see anything more of
them for a long time and frankly
didn't expect to. But on Friday, 28
December, at about 11:15 a.m., a %
Brewer's Blackbird flew into m y
open feeder again, fed for only a
few minutes, flew into one of the
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apple trees, and disappeared into
the cornfield below the house. The
day before we had had 10 inches of
snow and m y feeders w ere
swamped
w ith
flocks
of
ic t er i d s — r e d w i n g s , c o w b ir d s,
starlings and grackles. But this
bird came in when the rest of the
blackbirds were not there or at
least not near the feeding area.
There were the usual house
finches, sparrows, chickadees, etc.,
but it seemed to avoid the other
blackbirds.
The
next
day
on
the
Bethlehem area Christmas count
Bernie Morris, Pauline England
and I were seated in front of the
sliding glass doors looking out at
the feeders at about 2 p.m. when
the bird once again flew in, fed for
maybe a minute, flew into the
apple tree, and once again flew
down into the cornfield. I didn't say
anything at first because I wanted
to see if they would see the bird
and identify it first, which they did.
The day after that, Sunday, 30
December, both Dave DeReamus of
Bath and Babe Webster from near
Lake Nockamixon saw the bird
feeding in m y yard. I was not
home, out doing the Ham burg
Christm as count. It was seen by me
on the next two m ornings for about
3 minutes each day. It would make
only a very short stop at the feeder
area and disappear into the
cornfield. I didn't see it again until
after another snowfall on 12
January 1991 when it repeated the
same exact pattern— in and out of
the feeder area— at 11 a.m . I have
not seen it since.
This appears to be the first
documented record of Brewer's
B la c k b ir d f o r N o r t h a m p t o n
County.
RR 4, Box 370A
Easton, PA
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Notes from the Field
Osprey Surprise
Ken Kitson
On 9 N ovember 1990, about
mid-day, I was driving north on Rt
611 near Ottsville. Near the
intersection of Rt 113, I noticed a
large bird rising about twenty to
thirty feet up from a nearby pond.
It was unquestionably an Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus). However, in
its talons it had a brown, fourfooted, plump animal with a long
thin tail. Although I could not see
the head clearly in my m om entary
glance, my impression was that it
w as a m uskrat (O ndatra
zibethicus), about a third the size of
the Osprey.
Not quite sure that I was
seeing what I thought I was seeing,
I pulled over and turned around as
soon as I could. Dow n the road
about a tenth of a mile was a large
bird (which may or may not have
been the Osprey) and it did not
appear to be carrying anything. I
drove down to that area to no avail.
Following that, I checked and
established that there had been an
Osprey in the area, fishing at local
ponds during that period. Also
whether that pond has had
muskrats in it. Finally I checked in
with the Ornithology Department
at The Academy of Natural
Sciences and was told that this has
been observed before.
Therefore, it seems that I may
have seen an Osprey and a
muskrat that I'll bet were both
surp rised a t the ir ch an ce
encounter.

Herring Gull attacks
R e d - b r e a s t e d
Merganser

Saw-whet Owl Attacks
Feline
Ron French

Ted Floyd
I observed an attack on an
immature or female Red-breasted
M erganser (Mergus serrator) by a
first-winter Herring Gull (Larus
argentatus) at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
27 October 1990. This incident
occurred on Gull Point at Presque
Isle State Park. Prior to the attack
the Herring Gull was flying low
over the shore line, and the Redbreasted Merganser was swimming
in shallow water just offshore in
Thompson Bay.
First
the
Herring
Gull
swooped down at the Red-breasted
Merganser but did not m ake
contact. Next the Herring Gull
again swooped at the Red-breasted
Merganser. This time it actually
attacked the bird: it bit the neck of
the m erganser and partially
succeeded in lifting it from the
water. Then the gull disengaged
and flew away, and the m erganser
submerged.
Interspecific aggression by
Herring Gulls is well documented,
but I know of no published
accounts of encounters with Redbreasted Mergansers.
Other
observers included
Edwin Floyd, Richard Floyd, and
Marcia Witte.

The janitor, Hughie Hayes, of
the Doyle Elementary School
received quite a surprise when his
very upset cat arrived at the
opened door of the school with a
small owl on its back. Yes, that's
right! There riding on the back of
the cat was an owl. The cat,
needless to say, was hysterical; we
don't know the owl's feelings. It
was probably quite proud to have
seized such a form idable prey. If
only the prey would stay still so the
feast could begin.
W ell,
anyway,
H ughie
removed the ow l and called the
form er school principal, Don
McClintock, an avid birder. Don
went over to the school and
identified it as a N. Saw-whet Owl
(Aegolius acadicus). Don then took
the owl hom e to be sure it was
unharmed and when it was found
to be super fit, he released it to the
wild to terrorize the local cat
population another day.
Yes, folks! It is a true story.
The above took place on 16
N ovem ber 1990 at about 6 p.m.
3469 Limekiln Pike
Chalfont, PA 18914

Pesticide Research Laboratory
Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802

RR 1, Box 60B
Ottsville, PA
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R e d - b e l l i e d
Woodpecker caches
corn kernels in a
telephone pole
Ted Floyd
I observed an adult m ale Redbellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes
carolinus) caching corn (Zea m aize)
kernels in a telephone pole at 9
a.m. on Saturday 3 Novem ber 1990
near State College. My attention
was first drawn to the bird as it
was calling noisily from a wooden
telephone pole just within a sm all
woodlot bordered by a corn field. It
thereupon flew into the corn field,
foraged briefly on the ground, and
returned carrying a corn kernel. It
then proceeded to insert the corn
kernel into a vertical fissure near
the top of the telephone pole.
Immediately it returned to the corn
field and repeated the process. It
continued
this
behavior
intermittently for close to 10
m in u t e s . T h e b ir d b e c a m e
co m p le te ly sile nt fo llo w in g
commencem ent of this behavior.
When finished the bird flew off
calling loudly.
Caching behavior by Redbellied Woodpeckers has been
widely documented (e.g. Bent
1939), but I am unaware of any
records of either the food resource
or substrate herein described.
N o other observers were
present.
Literature cited.
Bent, A.C. 1939. Life Histories of
North American Woodpeckers.
U nited State Government
Printing Office. W ashington,
D.C. USA
Pesticide Research Laboratory
Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802
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Freeze!
Gloria W inger
I was filling m y feeders the
other day when I glimpsed an
extremely fast bird sailing into the
top of a Scotch Pine. It had the
shape that Sharp-shinned Hawks
and Mourning Doves share: sleek
body, narrow tail when flying. The
instant silence told m e which one it
was.
My
yard
birds
had
disappeared! The chickadees that
had been flying around my head
were gone. There wasn't a peep, a
m ovem ent, or a scratch. As I was
wondering how they all got away
so quickly, my eyes focused on a
chickadee, frozen in my willow
tree. It had a sunflower seed in its
beak. Its head was tilted as if it
were about to put the seed between
its feet, like chickadees always do.
Its wings were slightly spread, but
it was completely suspended in
space.
I moved closer to the bird, but
it didn't flinch or move. Then I
noticed a Downy Woodpecker on
the tree trunk. Its head was poised,
ready to peck at the bark. Nothing
on it m oved, not its eyes or beak or
chest. It didn't even appear to be
breathing.
Fascinated, I ran into the
house for binoculars. As I returned
to the yard, the only motion was
the Sharpie slinking from one
branch in the Scotch Pine to
another. I surveyed the yard.
White-throated Sparrows were
perched m otionless on the ground.
House Finches sat silently on
Maple limbs. Not one moved.
I walked closer to the pine tree
to get a better look at the hawk. It
sailed out over my head and away
to a neighbor's woods. I watched
the song birds. Still no motion. I
walked toward the chickadee. No
response. I went down to my porch
and waited. It took over three
minutes before I heard a junco
click. All at once, the activity
resumed. Each bird went back to
its pecking, eating, or scratching.
Nature protects its species in
a variety of ways. Camouflage
c o m bin ed
with
suspended
an im atio n in su r e s th at th e
predator will not see the prey
easily. A weak or injured song bird
may not be able to maintain
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complete motionlessness for such a
period of tim e, so it may become
the hawk's next meal. Healthy
birds escape notice.
The next tim e the activity in
your yard ceases suddenly, look
more closely. You may get to see
your birds in suspended animation.
Nature in action, so to speak.
1333 Church Road
Ford City, PA 16226
Gloria W inger is a school
teacher who writes us that she does
"articles to help promote an
ecological attitude. Also, short of
shooting someone, it's as famous as
you can get in a small town." She
writes for her local paper, The
Leader Times, and the Todd Bird
Club Newsletter. We welcome her as
a contributing author look forward
to printing more articles for your
reading pleasure.
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Summary of the Season - October to December 1990
In 1990, 306 species were reported in Pennsylvania. This
quarter, to put it mildly, was exciting. Although the weather was
generally mild, western Pa. had the wettest season on record. There
were no major fronts to chase the birds south and one hawk watch
had its best days on southwest winds. There were so many
highlights, and altogether too many discouraging reports, that
make this summary only the tip of the iceberg for must reading of
all the County Reports.
A wealth of CBC data are available. Most counts reported
open water, although fog, rain, ice and drizzle were commonplace
for many. To be sure something will be inadvertently omitted, but
let us give you our best shot at summarizing.
The open water at Presque Isle State Park (Erie) provided
good waterfowl numbers at the end of the quarter, only a harbinger
of what was to come in 1991. Noteworthy were Red-necked and
Eared grebes, Brant and Harlequin Duck. Reports of Redthroated Loon were received from five counties, with most found
between 17–20 November, but 4 were early in Delaware. It must
have been the weather to have some of our northern- tier counties
Lackawanna, Tioga and Warren reporting Common Loon so late.
The most consistent location to find Great Cormorant remains
the Bucks/Philadelphia border. When 10,000+ Tundra Swan went
over Butler in just two hours, it must have been something to see
and hear. A Gr. White-fronted Goose in Northampton proved to
be a 1st county record.
As the Osprey population improves, more and more late
records, such as the one in Philadelphia in early December occur.
Grisez (Warren) remarked that Bald Eagle seem to be arriving
earlier and increasing in number every year. For a mind-blowing
report from Centre: 32 hours hawk watching, 225 raptors (not
including vultures) recorded for an average of only 7 birds/hour, but
40 of them were Golden Eagles, and 22 of them were seen on one
day! You know how to pick the days, John. A Prairie Falcon
(Cumberland), origin unknown, was captured on film much to the
delight of the observer, Don Henise.
Virginia Rail and Common Moorhen were late in
Wyoming in early October, but you must read in York for the more
unusual sighting of a Virginia Rail. A Sora was late in Carbon, and
Erie had their latest ever record of Virginia Rail.
It may be time to generate a Blue List for Pa. Off the top of
our heads it would seem that Am. Coot should be on it now. The
low numbers are absolutely appalling; Hess (Butler) states
"shockingly low". As time goes by, this list will unfortunately grow.
What can be done?
Purple Sandpiper established its earliest record ever for
Erie and gull reports were outstanding. Franklin's Gull in three
counties! Erie, Indiana, and Lancaster. Herring Gull in Venango
for a 1st record. Ls. Black-backed Gull was a new addition to old
CBCs in Berks, Chester and Delaware and a Great Black-backed
Gull was a new bird for a Berks CBC. Terns in October were also
noteworthy, a Common in Blair and Centre. Forster's came
through the western counties in mid-October (although Erie noted
one 11/4), but the most unusual report was of 6 in Luzerne 18–19
October.
An October Black-billed Cuckoo in Montgomery was
excellent. Snowy Owl were found in Crawford, Erie and Lehigh,
Long-eared Owl in Bucks, Erie and Lehigh. But Short-eared
Owl made their presence known and excited birders in 11 counties;
most especially in Lawrence, where birders have looked for this
species in that area for several years. As people who have been
adopted by cats, what can we say about the Saw-whet in Bucks.
Maybe, watch out? See notes from the field.
We checked in Earl Poole's unpublished manuscript and
discovered that the latest date given for Com. Nighthawk was
10/9 in Chester (1904), so the following are exceptional: Bucks
11/11; Centre 11/1; Erie 10/11; Lehigh 10/6; Montgomery 10/14; York
10/12.
The Rufous Hummingbird in Westmoreland was a new
western Pa. record, but other late hummingbirds were found in
Huntingdon and Wyoming, both 10/28.
Come October, most birders are glad to still be finding E.
Phoebe (which stayed around long enough to make new records for
several CBCs) for their flycatcher fall records. This year, however,
had some birders pursuing a Pacific Slope Flycatcher in
Lancaster and a Great Crested Flycatcher in Butler. See separate
articles. There was even a late Yellow-bellied Flycatcher in
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Westmoreland 10/17.
Barn Swallow were very late in Butler and
Northumberland, where the latter's date bettered Poole's record in
Berks (9 October 1951) by two days. Several House Wren lingered
for CBCs and Carolina Wren went "off the charts" in Berks, with
most compilers using "good" to "abundant" numbers once again.
Marsh Wren were late in Butler and Montgomery and a Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher stayed around long enough for a first October record
for Erie. N. Shrike were found in 4 counties and Loggerhead
Shrike (hooray!) in two, the Westmoreland record the first in many
years.
A White-eyed Vireo in Warren was unprecedented as were
November records of Solitary and Red-eyed in Blair and Bucks.
Warbler records are virtually too numerous to mention, but four
late records of Nashville in October were noteworthy (a hint of
what is to come in the next issue).
One thing we have discovered as editors of PENNSYLVANIA
BIRDS is a heretofore unrecognized southeastern bias. Guess we
have been spoiled by the likes of Tinicum in the winter months. We
were reading about sparrows in Todd's Birds of Western
Pennsylvania (1940) and discovered that, among other things,
Swamp Sparrow does not usually hang around much after midOctober, although he had records into November as far east as
State College. In eastern Pa., we typically could find a few in
February. And, what was perhaps more amazing, were the data for
White-crowned Sparrow. Late dates in Todd were listed as endOctober. They usually start arriving down here about mid-October
and are expected on such CBCs as SoLanCo (e.g., 135 counted this
year). What immediately came to mind was the prolific planting of
Multiflora Rose in the past several decades. They, not us, absolutely
love the shrub and that is where we can typically find them. Is that
the main difference/reason they are here? Are Multiflora Rose
plantings less numerous in the western reaches? Or is the climate
that different?
Continuing about sparrows. Native sparrow numbers were
low (e.g. Warren) on CBCs. Am. Tree Sparrow were nowhere in
great numbers again, in fact it was alarming to see such low counts
of White-throated Sparrow. There were remarkably few at our
own feeders this quarter. An unprecedented 40 Lapland
Longspur were found on the Lewisburg CBC (Union).
And more on sparrows...We need details on all "Oregon"
juncos to determine if in fact they were that or just "funny
plumaged" Slate-colored Juncos. Please try to get photographs if
possible. For that matter, it would be great for P.O.R.C., your
county report, and other readers if photographs could be taken of
any late/early straggler/arrivals.
Brewer's Blackbird again made news. A first county record
for Northampton. Last year Arlene Koch's feeding station produced
their second county record for Yellow-headed Blackbird. It does
pay to watch your feeders. A possible "Bullock's" Oriole was in
Clarion and N. Oriole appeared for Lehigh, Bucks and, for
Hamburg (Berks), a new record.
Pine Grosbeak at a Franklin golf course was the only report,
which means (for Barb) a good excuse to go golfing all winter.
Purple Finch seem to be getting alarmingly more scarce each
year. This quarter's report does nothing to change that scenario.
The total for the three Berks CBCs was three, only 1 for the
Crawford CBC.
Red Crossbill were found in Greene, McKean, Northampton,
Perry and Wyoming, with the high number 32 (Perry). Redpoll
reports were few and far between, Bucks 1 individual and 5 in
Crawford were IT.
You'll find more of interest as you peruse the reports. Please
remember that this is a volunteer effort by the compilers and many
hours of work go into their compilations. Rejoice in their dedication.
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COUNTY REPORTS - October through December 1990
Abbreviations Frequently Used: ad.:adult, Am.:American, BBS:
Breeding Bird Survey, c.:central, CBC:Christmas Bird Count,
Cr.:creek, Co.:county, Cos.:counties, et al.:and others, e.:eastern,
Eur.:European, Eurasian, F:Fahrenheit, fide:reported by, Ft.:Fort,
imm.:immature, indiv.:individual(s), I.:Island, Is.:Islands,
Jct.:Junction, juv.:juvenile, L.:Lake, max.:maximum,
min.:minimum, m.ob.:many observers, Mt.:Mountain,
Mts.:Mountains, NF.:National Forest, NWR:National Wildlife
Refuge, Res.:Reservoir, R.:River, S.F.:State Forest, SGL:State
Game Lands, S.P.:State Park, sp.:species, spp.:species plural,
ssp.:subspecies, Twp.:Township, w.:western, WMA:Wildlife
Management Area, v.o.:various observers, N,S,E,W,:direction of
motion, n.,s.,e.,w.:direction of location, >:more than, <:fewer than,
±:approximately, or estimated number, %:male, &:female, ö:imm.
or female, *:specimen, ph.:photographed, ft:feet, mi:miles,
m:meters, km:kilometers, date with a + (e.g., May 4+):recorded
beyond that date.

reports generally. The only Purple Finch were 12 on the CBC and
1 at Harrison Hills Park 10/6 (PH). Also low was the CBC total of
12 Pine Siskin. There was a small passage of Evening Grosbeak
through Natrona Heights 11/22–25 (PH) and only 2 were recorded
on the CBC.
OBSERVERS: Cliff Ando, Dave Cahill, Vickie Dziadosz,
Richard Floyd, Ted Floyd, Pesticide Research Lab, PSU,
University Park 16802 (814-862-1242), Paul Hess, Julian Parmu,
Dave Roell. CBC data provided by Jim Valimont.
We welcome Ted as the new compiler for Allegheny. Although
living in State College he returns to Pittsburgh frequently. He looks
forward to hearing from you.

ARMSTRONG COUNTY
Margaret and Roger Higbee

ADAMS COUNTY
Art and Eleanor Kennell
The Kennell's have advised us of their change of address:
2332 Bullfrog Rd, Fairfield 17320. If you are birding in that area
and have species of interest to report, please contact them.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY
Ted Floyd
Unless otherwise indicated all data are from the Pittsburgh
CBC held 12/29. Count day weather was mild and overcast. The
species total (69) was average and the individual total (22170) was
above average.
A pair of Horned Grebe was on the Monongahela R. 12/28
(CA,TF,RF,JP). CBC herons included 5 Great Blue Heron and a
rare for us Black-crowned Night-Heron. The CBC produced 812
Canada Goose. CBC dabbling ducks were 3 Wood Duck, 2
Green-winged Teal, 45 Am. Black Duck and 2004 Mallard. A
Gadwall was seen on the Ohio R. 12/29 (DR). A Canvasback and
9 Com. Goldeneye made the CBC. A Bufflehead was on the
Monongahela R. 12/28 (CA,DC,TF,JP). Rounding out the waterfowl
was a CBC Hooded Merganser.
Raptors made a good showing in late Dec. A CBC N. Harrier
was unusual. Accipiters were well represented: 10 Sharp-shinned
and 14 Cooper's hawks were tallied on the CBC and an imm. N.
Goshawk was found in Natrona Heights 12/26 (PH). CBC buteos
included 2 Red-shouldered, a high 81 Red-tailed and an
uncommon Rough-legged Hawk. Best of all was a pair of
Peregrine Falcon seen in Pittsburgh on many dates in late Dec.
(v.o.).
A Killdeer made the CBC, as did 1 Herring Gull and 5
Ring-billed Gull. An additional 37 gull spp. were tallied. A Com.
Nighthawk in Monroeville 10/26 was extremely late (TF). Counts
of 66 Red-bellied Woodpecker and 71 N. Flicker were
impressive. Other CBC data included 5 Red-breasted Nuthatch,
12 Brown Creeper, 221 Carolina Wren, 3 Winter Wren, 41
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 14 E.
Bluebird, 4 Hermit Thrush, 1470 Am. Robin, 4 N.
Mockingbird, 1 Brown Thrasher and 337 Cedar Waxwing. An
Orange-crowned Warbler at Harrison Hills Park 10/5 (PH) was
notable and the CBC total of 24 Yellow-rumped Warbler was
high.
A Chipping Sparrow lingered at Schenley Park 11/4 (VD)
and 4 Field and 2 White-crowned sparrows remained for the
CBC. A Rusty Blackbird also was tallied. Winter finches put in a
typically poor showing as evidenced by low CBC totals and other
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Abbreviations: Crooked Creek (CC), Elders Ridge (ER), Ford
City (FC), Keystone Res. (KR), Kittanning (KTN), Manorville (MNV),
North Buffalo Twp (NBT), Rosston (RST), Rural Valley (RV).
All reports by ES unless otherwise noted. Two Com. Loon
were found at KR 10/28 (MH,RH) and again 11/17 (CL,GL). Piedbilled Grebe at RST 10/30 and at CC 11/14 were the only reports.
Double-crested Cormorant count was 16 at RST 10/16, but a
singleton was spotted there 11/8. Last Great Blue Heron report
was 12/16 at RST.
Tundra Swan moved through between 10/28–11/10, with top
count of 100+ over FC 11/10. Canada Goose maxima were 34 at
CC 10/9 (JV), 100 at RST 10/18, and 120 at KR 11/23 (MH,RH).
Twelve Wood Duck were listed at RST 10/17 and a singleton was
found at MNV 10/28, the last report. One to 2 Am. Black Duck
were observed at MNV between 10/28 –11/11; 3 were counted at
RST 11/7. Top Mallard tally was 86 at RST 11/11. Nine Gadwall
were found 10/28 at MNV, where 2 were still present 11/17. Best
Ring-necked Duck count was 11 at RST 11/8. Two Oldsquaw at
KR 11/11 were a nice find (DS,ES). Com. Goldeneye reports
include 1 at RST 11/8 and 5 at MNV 11/11. Up to 9 Bufflehead
were recorded at RST, but best count at KR was 22 on 11/23
(MH,RH). Hooded Merganser numbers included 2 at RST 11/12,
15 at KR 11/17 (CL,GL), and 1 on a small pond near KTN 12/5
(NK).
Five Turkey Vulture were observed heading S over FC 10/15
(JV). Three ad. Bald Eagle were well observed over CC 10/6 (fide
GW). Two wintering N. Harrier at ER were spotted 11/8 (MH,RH)
and 11/17 (CL,GL). Sharp-shinned Hawk were found at FC
11/8,15 and 12/20 (ES et al.) and at KR 11/17 (CL,GL). Cooper's
Hawk was listed at FC after 12/16 (DS,ES et al.). Another
Cooper's Hawk near FC dive-bombed a chickadee feeding from the
hand of the startled observer 11/4 (GW). A Red-tailed Hawk in
NBT was observed feeding on carrion 10/28 (JV).
Best Wild Turkey count was a flock of 30 in NBT 12/16 (JV).
Two Am. Coot at RST 10/17 was the lone report. Killdeer were
reported only in small group of 1–3 birds. One Gr. Yellowlegs at
KR 11/18 was our lone shorebird report. Am. Woodcock reports
included 3 at FC 10/6 (JV) and 5 at RV 10/18 (RF). Top Ring-billed
Gull tally was 55 at RST 11/8.
Short-eared Owl returned to the ER strips with 2 spotted
11/4 (MH,RH) and 1 on 11/8 (MH,GL). The only 2 Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker reports were singletons seen at FC (ES) and KTN (NK),
both 12/25. A Red-breasted Nuthatch visited a FC feeder 10/30
(JV), the season's lone report. Up to 5 E. Bluebird were still
present at FC at quarter's end. A N. Mockingbird was spotted
near FC 11/4 (GW). Cedar Waxwing were found in the county all
quarter, with top count of 34 at FC 12/31.
Solitary Vireo lingered at FC until 10/14. Red-eyed Vireo
at FC was last reported 10/13. A single Cape May Warbler was
found at FC 10/14. Yellow-rumped Warbler was last seen at RST
11/12. A Com. Grackle lingered at a FC feeder until 11/27 (JV).
One Purple Finch was spotted near FC 12/25. Pine Siskin was
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found only at FC on 11/12 when 2 were listed (GW).
OBSERVERS: Randy Fleming, Margaret and Roger
Higbee, RR 2 Box 166, Indiana 15701 (412-354-3493), Nancy
Karp, Clayton & Gloria Lamer, Dorothy & Ed Slovensky, Joe
Valasek, Gloria Winger.

BLAIR COUNTY
Marcia Bonta

BERKS COUNTY
Rudy Keller
Abbreviations: Blue Marsh L. (BML), Hawk Mt. Sanctuary
(HMS), L. Ontelaunee (LO). County CBCs were: 80th Reading
12/16/90 (RCBC), 26th Hamburg 12/30/90 (HCBC), and 6th
Bernville 1/1/91 (BCBC).
A new record high of 873 Osprey migrated over HMS this
season, with eagles and falcons in above average numbers (LG). An
ad. Swainson's Hawk (BS,MS) was seen soaring with a TV along
the Morgantown Expy. near Green Hills 10/6, far from the
Kittatinny Ridge.
All three CBCs added new species and recorded new highs of
many familiar birds. An Ls. Black-backed Gull (BS,MS) at LO
one day only was the best bird on the RCBC. In spite of dense fog
that severely limited visibility, the HCBC had 1st records of
Tundra Swan, Yellow-breasted Chat and N. Oriole and the 2nd
record of House Wren (fide LG). Mild winter weather was largely
responsible for many of these records.
A Red-throated Loon was at LO 11/18 (BOC). HMS counted
76 Com. Loon 11/11 and 85 Double-crested Cormorant 10/8
(LG). A Cattle Egret, seldom reported, was at BML 10/12 (HJS).
The only report of Snow Goose was of 7 near Morgantown 12/22
(BS,MS). Duck numbers and variety were low.
An imm. Bald Eagle was at LO 11/18 (BOC), and an imm. N.
Goshawk was in Marion Twp. 11/11 (HJS). There were only 2
reports of Red-shouldered Hawk away from the Kittatinny Ridge
(GLF,LG). More than 50 Red-tailed Hawk had gathered at the
Shartlesville pig farm 11/11 (HJS), and the RCBC and BCBC
recorded new highs of 92 and 131. About 6-7 Rough-legged Hawk,
the usual number, were wintering near Womelsdorf (HJS). Two
semi-Wild Turkey flocks of 20 and 52 birds are flourishing near
Bechtelsville (RK,JK).
An imm. Laughing Gull was at LO 11/18 (BOC). A
Bonaparte's Gull at LO 10/28 (BS,MS) was the only report. Great
Black-backed Gull (4) was a new sp. for the BCBC, and 2 were
seen on the RCBC. The first Barred Owl since 1979 was counted
on the RCBC, while 2 on the HCBC was average. A Short-eared
Owl over HMS 11/8 (LG) was the only report. N. Saw-whet Owl
was new (and overdue) for the RCBC.
E. Phoebe was a 1st on the BCBC, and another was 12/15
near Huff's Church (GLF). Horned Lark was very common,
starting with 75 in Marion Twp. 10/28 (HJS) and ending with a
record 1527 on the HCBC. Black-capped Chickadee and
Red-breasted Nuthatch numbers were above average. Carolina
Wren rose off the charts on all the CBC's, with the HCBC total
jumping from a previous high of 50 to 127. Winter Wren numbers
were average, but kinglets were low. E. Bluebird set new records
on the HCBC (130) and BCBC (133), but only the RCBC had Gray
Catbird. A flock of 25 Am. Pipit was near Lyons 10/21 (MW). An
Orange-crowned Warbler was studied in Bern Twp. 10/11 (HJS).
A respectable total of 12 Rufous-sided Towhee was counted on
the CBCs. A well-documented Chipping Sparrow was at a
Mohnton feeder 12/27,28 (MSl). Song Sparrow, another commoner
that rose to new heights, broke records on the BCBC (340) and
HCBC (632), almost doubling its previous high on the latter. It was
a good year to see Lapland Longspur, with a total of 7 reported
in Nov. and Dec. Small, scattered flocks of Snow Bunting were
seen, with an early bird at BML 10/30 (HJS).
Only 4 Rusty Blackbird were reported. House Finch was
another record breaker on 2 CBCs; its total topped 4000. The total
of Purple Finch on all CBC's was 3. The high count of Evening
Grosbeak was 75 at HMS 11/25 (LG), and a few other flocks of 1-2
dozen birds were reported.
OBSERVERS: Baird Ornithological Club, Ed Barrell, Gary L.
Freed, Laurie Goodrich & HMS staff, Barb & Frank Haas, Rudy
Keller, RR 4 Box 235, Boyertown 19512 (215-367-9376), Joanne
Kintner, Harold & Joan Silagy, Mike Slater, Bart Smith, Matt
Spence, Matt Wlasniewski.

Abbreviations: Altoona feeders (AF), Bellwood (BE), Brush Mt.
(BM), Canoe Creek SP (CC), Leopold Park (LP), Loop Mt. (LM),
Sinking Valley (SV). All BM reports by the compiler unless
otherwise noted.
CC was once again the place to see migrating waterfowl. 8
Pied-billed Grebe were seen 10/27 and 4 feeding Horned Grebe
10/13 (DK). SB had a late sighting for Tundra Swan flying over
BM 12/31. A solitary Ring-necked Duck was at CC 10/27 (DK)
and a % White-winged Scoter in the mist of the early morning
10/13. DK also reported 3 Bufflehead as late as 12/26. The only
duck on the lake 10/18 was a Ruddy Duck.
BK found the 1st county record of Black Vulture migrating
over LM 10/2. That same day and place he saw an Osprey. An
imm. Sharp-shinned Hawk paid three inept visits to the BM
feeder hanging from a back porch—12/11,19 (MAB), 12/22 (SB). On
12/19 a Cooper's Hawk visited AF (BK). A N. Goshawk was
sighted twice, first at CC 10/18 and secondly, hunting over SV 12/29
(DK).
How long do Ruffed Grouse drum? One was drumming
12/17 on BM. The day before Christmas 2 Wild Turkey flew over
BM. Four Am. Coot at CC 10/13 (DK) and 5 on 10/20. The plowed
fields at Williamsburg enticed 14 Killdeer 10/4 (DK), a Com.
Snipe was at a farm seep in SV 12/29 (DK) and an Am. Woodcock
spent 11/1–3 at a wood seep on top of BM. One Com. Tern fed over
CC lake 10/13 (DK).
During a cold rain in the late afternoon of 12/22, a red-phase
E. Screech-Owl sat and slept on a hemlock branch about 8 ft
above the BM hollow driveway. MB sat and watched it for half an
hour and it never awakened, not even when she clapped her hands.
But when she finally arose and walked directly beneath it, its eyes
blinked open, and it followed her movements by swiveling its head
around. It never did fly off.
The Audubon Council of Pa. had a field walk at CC led by DK
10/27 during which 2 Great Horned Owl were seen. A Belted
Kingfisher flew over SV 12/26 (BK). The latest date ever for E.
Phoebe on BM 11/1. It sat in a tree snatching insects, 6 ft above
the compiler's head, for over an hour in late afternoon. On 12/29,
217 Horned Lark ran over manure spreads. A late Rubycrowned Kinglet sat on a black walnut tree in the yard on BM
11/3. The only Hermit Thrush was 10/13 on BM.
Our CBC was held during an ice storm, and despite valiant
efforts by several birders, only 42 species were counted, 30 of which
were discovered on BM (SB,MAB), including 150 Am. Robin 12/15.
A Brown Thrasher was feeding on Hercules club berries on BM
10/13. Cedar Waxwing were abundant, with 61 at LP 10/12 (BK)
and 140 on BM during the CBC ice storm (SB,MAB). Another late
date on BM was 11/4 for Solitary Vireo. Most warbler sightings
were scanty, but a & Black-throated Blue was seen 10/13.
Yellow-rumped Warbler were plentiful–4 at CC 10/13 (DK), a
small flock mixed with Solitary Vireos and 1 Black-throated
Green on BM 10/14, another small flock at CC 10/20 (BK), and 3 on
the ACP walk 10/27 (DK). Last were on BM 10/30.
Still another latest ever date for BM was a Rufous-sided
Towhee 11/10. First Am. Tree Sparrow on BM was 11/10 and
first White-throated Sparrow 10/2. Best of all was the flock of
White-crowned Sparrow mixed in with Field, Song and Whitethroated sparrows on BM 10/13. BK reported a White-crowned
Sparrow at AF 10/16. First Dark-eyed Junco (7) on BM 10/14 and
first Purple Finch in BE 11/3 (CH). Pine Siskin at BM feeder
11/6 and a small flock at AF 11/17 (BK). Finally, the first Evening
Grosbeak at BE 11/3 (CH) and a & on BM 11/16, followed by 15 on
11/19, 30 on 11/26 and 18 on 12/1 stirred hopes of a finch invasion.
But, alas, it was not to be.
OBSERVERS: Marcia Bonta, PO Box 68, Tyrone 16686
(814-684-3113), Mark Andrew Bonta, Steve Bonta, Colette Heller,
Bill King, Dave Kyler.

BRADFORD COUNTY
Bill Reid
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Abbreviations: Laceyville (LA), Spring Hill (SH), Tamarack
Pond (TP), Wyalusing (WY). The Southeastern Bradford CBC was
held 12/29. No new species was recorded this year. The highest
species total ever was 65 in 1983. This year's total of 57 ties 1984
for the 2nd highest total. Since the first count in 1959, at least 110
species have been recorded.
Large flocks of Canada Goose were present at SH and TP
through Nov. and Dec. with maxima of 450 at SH 12/6, and 3322 at
TP 12/29 (WR). Among the ducks recorded at TP were: 2 Greenwinged Teal 12/17–29; 4 N. Pintail 12/29 (KR,TR,WR); 1 Am.
Wigeon 12/6 (WR); 1 Gadwall 12/29 (KR,TR,WR); 1 Com.
Goldeneye 12/17; 18 Hooded Merganser 11/25; and 80 Com.
Merganser 11/25 (WR). Two Cooper's Hawk were near LA 12/29
(RD,JSk), and another was near WY the same date (JH,EJ,JS).
Three Rough-legged Hawk were in the WY area 12/29. Barred
Owl were heard regularly at New Era through Nov. & Dec (TG).
Four Com. Raven were noted s.w. of WY 12/29 (DG,TG,
DGr,RS). Red-breasted Nuthatch numbers were down, though 1
was regular at a feeder at SH through Nov. (EB). A total of 54 Am.
Robin was seen near WY 12/29 (JH,EJ,JS); on the same date 69
Cedar Waxwing were near LA (RD,JSk), and 52 were observed
near WY (JH,EJ,JS). A Snow Bunting was found near Camptown
and a White-crowned Sparrow was at Lime Hill 12/29
(KR,TR,WR). There were small numbers of Pine Siskin at SH from
11/10+ (EB). Numerous small flocks of Evening Grosbeak were
noted, with the earliest record at SH 10/29 (EB).
OBSERVERS: Elizabeth Beebe, Robert Daniels, Doreen
Gerlach, Trudy Gerlach, Doug Gross (DGr), Jim Hoyson, Edwin
Johnson, Katy Reid, Tom Reid, William Reid, 73 W Ross St,
Wilkes-Barre 18702 (717-836-2525), Robert G. & Robby Sagar,
Jim Shoemaker, Jerry Skinner (JSk).

BUCKS COUNTY
Ron French
Abbreviations: Buckingham Twp (BUT), Central Bucks CBC
(CBCC), Core Creek Park (CC), Chalfont (CH), E. Rockhill Twp
(ERT), Five-mile Woods (FW), Honey Hollow (HH), Lower Bucks
CBC (LBCC), New Hope (NH), Nocka-mixon SP (NSP), Ottsville
(OT), Peace Valley Park (PVP), Quakertown (QU), Revere (REV),
Tyler SP (TSP), Upper Bucks CBC (UBCC). The CBCC was held
12/30, the LCBC was held 12/15, and UBCC 12/16.
Two Com. Loon were calling at NSP 12/23 (SF). B&NM
observed a Horned Grebe at NSP 11/17. Pied-billed Grebe were
noted at several locations (JH et al.). A Red-necked Grebe, first
seen 11/15, remained at NSP until 12/6 (DF). An imm. Great
Cormorant was seen on the Delaware R. at Salem Harbour 11/25
(EF). A Double-crested Cormorant rested at NSP 12/6 (SF,KK).
12 Tundra Swan were on the river and counted 12/30 (NW et al.).
Waterfowl reports: Snow Goose reported by several observers,
with 12 at Warwick Twp 10/21 the earliest (SC); 8 Wood Duck
were still at QU 11/3 (RH); 5 N. Pintail at L. Towhee 11/22 (SF); 4
N. Shoveler showed for the LBCC, with 1 for the UBCC 12/16; 3
Gadwall at NSP 11/14 (SC); 2 Canvasback at Ingham Spring NH,
a & 12/15 (BH), and a % 12/26 (SF,DF); earliest Ring-necked Duck
were 11 at PVP 11/11 (KC); 5 Lesser Scaup at NSP 11/8 (SF); an
Oldsquaw at NSP 11/14 (SF); 30 Black Scoter at PVP 11/1 (an
injured bird remained in the area several weeks); 3 Surf Scoter
also 11/1 (MR); 1 White-winged Scoter at NSP 10/30 and 2 on
12/2 (SF); highest Com. Goldeneye count was 15 at NH 12/31
(BH,SF); 10 Hooded Merganser at NSP 11/12 (SF) and a large
number of them in Lower Bucks was noteworthy (BMc).
The vulture roost of ±100 birds outside NH contained as many
as 20 Black Vulture (BMc). A N. Harrier cruised NSP 11/24 (SF).
RH noted a N. Goshawk at NSP 10/27. The leucistic Red-tailed
Hawk continues to be seen on the s. side of NSP 10/27 (B&NM);
this bird has been reported for several years in this area. Roughlegged Hawk was seen 12/8 at BUT (RH) and another at
Doylestown 12/30 CBCC (SF). A Peregrine Falcon at PVP 10/5
(RH) was the only report. Sightings of Wild Turkey continue, with
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a high of 20+ at Springtown 12/19 (RH). Only 1 Am. Coot was
reported, at REV 12/13 (SF).
On 10/27 AM noted a Dunlin at PVP. BH saw 4 Com. Snipe
at NH 11/4. Am. Woodcock were at FW 12/29,30 (DO). Four
Bonaparte's Gull were at NSP 12/7 (SF,DF). A Ringed TurtleDove, an escape, first noted a year ago, was seen at a feeder in
Levittown until 12/4 (GC) and is probably still in the Levittown
area. A Barn Owl was in a silo outside of QU 12/6 where
previously 3 young had been fledged (SF,KK). A Barred Owl
continues to be heard in Central Bucks. As many as 6 Long-eared
Owl were at PVP 11/27+ (RF). Single Short-eared Owl were
reported from both Warwick Twp in Nov. (SC) and NSP 11/23 (SF);
still another was found on UBCC. On 11/14 a N. Saw-whet Owl
was seen and heard at REV (SF,DF); 4 others were recorded for the
UBCC. An amazing report of a Saw-whet riding the back of a cat
was noted 11/16 (DMc). (See page 144)
A possible very late Com. Nighthawk was reported 11/11; it
was only in view for about 3–4 seconds in the dim light of 5 p.m. No
wing spots were noticed (SF). Bob Mercer reported a Red-headed
Woodpecker at CC 10/30. Three E. Phoebe were found: 1 at HH
12/5 (BMc); 1 on UBCC (BH); and 1 at FW 12/31 (DO). The UBCC
had 100+ Horned Lark and the Sat. Birdwalk at PVP 12/19
produced 16. An invasion of Red-breasted Nuthatch was evident,
reported widely. Two Winter Wren were at Spring Valley 10/21
(KW), and another at NH 11/8+ (BH). At NSP 50+ E. Bluebird
were found 12/16 (B&NM). A late Gray-cheeked Thrush was at
OT 10/21 (KK); and a late Swainson's Thrush at PVP 10/13 (BH).
A Gray Catbird was still at TSP 12/27 (JH); a Brown Thrasher
at a Levittown feeder 11/5–21 (GC).
Vireos seemed late with several Oct. reports; noteworthy
were single Solitary at PVP (RF) and OT (KK) 10/21; 1
Philadelphia at PVP 10/6 (BH); and a very late Red-eyed at REV
11/6 (SF). Interesting warbler dates were: a Nashville at HH (BMc)
and a Yellow-breasted Chat at CH, both 10/16; and a Com.
Yellowthroat for the CBCC 12/30 (JG).
HR & JC saw a Chipping Sparrow in ERT 11/18. 10
Savannah Sparrow were at PVP for CBCC (AM). Lincoln's
Sparrow was reported in Bristol Twp 10/6 (CD), in CH 10/16 (RF),
and NSP 10/27 (B&NM). White-crowned Sparrow was noted at
NSP all Nov (RH,JC et al.) and in CH and PVP (RF) randomly all
quarter. 7 Snow Bunting were at the PVP Marina 10/27 (B&NM),
and 17 were there 11/8 (SF). A very late Bobolink was at CH 10/22
(RF et al.). Rusty Blackbird were widely reported from NSP, TSP
& NH with 85 at NH being the high 11/4 (SF,JH, BH). Two N.
Oriole were at HH 12/13, 1 of which made the CBCC 12/30 (BMc).
A single & Purple Finch at both Levittown 9/18–11/20 (GC) and
TSP 10/28 (JH), and a pair at Spring Valley 11/17 (KW) were
noteworthy. One lone Com. Redpoll was found on UBCC 12/16.
Pine Siskin appeared sporadically; and 1 Evening Grosbeak at
New Britain Twp 11/3 (JJ), 5 in BUT 11/15 (RH), and 19 on UBCC
were of special interest.
OBSERVERS: George Carmichael, Sally Conyne, Kevin
Crilley, Jewel Cummings, Chris Dooley, Devich Farbotnik, Steve
Farbotnik, Ed Fingerhood, Ron French, 3469 Limekiln Pike,
Chalfont 18914 (215-997-1765), Jim Greenwood, Ray Hendrick,
Jeff Herbst, Bill Hoehne, Joan Janowitz, Ken Kitson, Don
McClintock, Bruce McNaught, Bob Mercer, Augie Mirabella, Bill &
Naomi Murphy, Don Orris, Hart Rufe, Margie Rutbell, Kathy
Wannemacher, Nancy Wottrich.

BUTLER COUNTY
Paul Hess
Abbreviations: Bartramian Audubon Society (BAS), Butler
City (BC), Connoquenessing Twp (CT), Glades SGL (GSG), Jennings
Nature Reserve (JNR), L. Arthur (LA), Lancaster Twp (LT), Moraine
SP (MSP), Oneida (ON), Slippery Rock Twp (SRT). Both CBCs,
Butler (BCBC) and Buffalo Creek Valley (BCV), were 12/15. A
warm Dec. (what a contrast with '89) gave BCBC a high 77 species
despite heavy rain and dense fog, and BCV an above-average 42.
Com. Loon and 2 Horned Grebe lingered for the BCBC. A
Double-crested Cormorant was at GSG 10/6 (BAS), and 1 on
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BCBC was late. A Great Blue Heron stayed through Dec. at SRT
(GB,SB,RC). Three Great Egret were at LA 10/4 (MG), and 1 was
there 11/1 (JG,HL).
Main Tundra Swan passage came 11/5–10 with five reports
of 40–1000 (v.o.) plus a huge flight of 10,000+ over SRT in two
hours 11/10 (GW); a few flocks lagged in Dec. (CB). BCBC's 15
Snow Goose were a nice find. Dec. stragglers include: 89 Am.
Black Duck on a CT farm pond 12/31 (BD) and BCBC's 2 Black
Duck, 262 Mallard, N. Pintail, N. Shoveler, 3 Gadwall, Am.
Wigeon, 3 Canvasback, 6 Redhead, 5 Com. Goldeneye, 18
Bufflehead, 4 Hooded Merganser, 66 Red-breasted
Merganser and 6 Ruddy Duck.
30 Turkey Vulture were at GSG 10/6 (BAS), and 3 at SRT
11/20 (SM) were late. The lone Osprey was at GSG 10/6 (BAS).
After building a new nest during the summer in a slightly more
secluded spot, GSG's % Bald Eagle departed in late Nov., but the
& not until early Dec. (NW). A N. Harrier at SRT 11/3 (GB,SB,RC)
and 2 on BCBC were the only reports. Accipiters were in short
supply: a Sharp-shinned at GSG 10/6 (BAS) and 2 on BCBC; 7
Cooper's during the period (v.o.) plus 5 on BCBC; N. Goshawk at
SRT 11/8 (GW). Last of very few Red-shouldered Hawk were at
SRT 10/14 (GB,SB,RC) and Harrisville 11/8, rather late (GW). Last
Broad-winged Hawk 10/7 at GSG (DB et al.) also was a bit late.
The BCBC had the only Rough-legged Hawk.
BCV tallied 17 Wild Turkey and BCBC 15. Am. Coot were
still shockingly low: max. 11 at LA 11/29 (MH,GL, JS,GS), though
2 stayed for BCBC. Very nice were BCV's 2 and BCBC's 1 Com.
Snipe. BCBC had the season's most Ring-billed Gull, 83, and only
Herring Gull.
BCBC's 706 Mourning Dove were 2nd most in a decade (2½
times average) and BCV's 105 its 3rd most. Scant owl reports were
2 E. Screech on BCBC, 1 on BCV, and 1 near MSP in Oct. (BD);
Barred at SRT 11/19 (GB,SB,RC) and 2 on BCBC. Given the
weather and open water, Belted Kingfisher were very few: only
1 at SRT 10/14 & 12/8,9 (GB,SB,RC) and 2 on BCBC. Woodpeckers
were mainly lackluster: but BCV's 7 Red-bellied a record; Yellowbellied Sapsucker only at BC 10/2 (MG) and BCBC; Downy only
half their BCBC average and fewest in a decade but Hairy 45%
above average, with both about average on BCV.

average on BCBC and 40% below on BCV. (What's happening with
this species? -eds.)
In contrast to last fall's major invasion, a Red-breasted
Nuthatch at BC 11/8 (FL) and 4 on BCV were the only reports.
Brown Creeper was seen on 5 dates at SRT 11/2–12/9 (GB,SB,RC)
while BCV's 6 and BCBC's 5 were only fair. BCV's 10 Carolina
Wren tied the top count in a decade, BCBC had a high 9, and many
other reports showed their good survival of the Dec. '89 deep-freeze.
Last House Wren was at GSG 10/7 (DB et al.). 5 Winter Wren at
SRT 10/17 (GW) and 1 there 10/21 (SB,GB,RC) may indicate the
main movement; BCBC had 2. Marsh Wren was a nice find at GSG
10/6 (BAS).
The only Hermit Thrush were 3 at SRT 10/13-14 and 1 there
10/21 (GB,SB,RC). A Gray Catbird 10/21 at SRT (GB,SB,RC) was
rather late. 2 N. Mockingbird were at BC 11/6 (HB) and 1 near
MSP 12/15 (BD). 15 Am. Pipit were at Harrisville 11/8 (GW).
Last Solitary Vireo was seen 10/14 at SRT (GB,SB,RC).
Some of the last warbler dates indicated a strong late-season
movement: Nashville at GSG 10/6 (BAS); 6 Cape May at ON 10/1
(MG) and 3 at GSG 10/7 (DB et al.); Black-throated Green at SRT
10/14 (GB,SB,RC); 2 Bay-breasted at ON 10/1 (MG); 4 Blackpoll
at ON 10/1 and 3 at JNR 10/4 (MG), and Com. Yellowthroat at
GSG 10/7 (DB et al.). Just 1 Yellow-rumped Warbler stayed for
BCBC near MSP (BD).
A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at SRT 10/14 (GB,SB,RC) was
rather late. Last Indigo Bunting appeared 10/6 at GSG (BAS).
Sparrows were generally few: an Am. Tree at GSG 10/7 (DB et al.)
was rather early, but the mild Dec. meant typically low numbers
like BCBC's 174, one-fifth its 1989 tally, and BCV's 20; 3 Chipping
Sparrow at SRT 11/11 (GW) were later than usual; the only
wintering Field were 2 on BCV and 1 on BCBC; a Lincoln's was
at SRT 10/13 (GB,SB); BCBC listed 1 Swamp; White-throated
were few again: 14 at SRT 10/17 (GW) led the migrants, BCBC had
41 and BCV 25; top White-crowned count was 9 at SRT 10/17
(GW) with others only at GSG 10/6 (BAS) and MSP 10/28 (HB).
First Dark-eyed Junco appeared 10/16 at BC (HB), a large influx
came 10/20–23 (v.o.), and the overall migration seemed later than
usual (PH,GW). Two Snow Bunting were at MSP 11/1 (JG,HL).
A mixed "blackbird" flock of 5000 at SRT 10/17 (GW) indicated
a major movement. 28 Red-winged Blackbird and 2 E.
Meadowlark lingered for BCBC. Rusty Blackbird at GSG 10/6
(BAS) and a dozen at SRT 10/28 (GB,SB,RC) were the only reports.
Scarce Purple Finch included only 1-3 at ON 10/1 (MG), GSG 10/6
(BAS), and SRT 11/5 (GW) & 12/29 (GB,SB,RC). Scant Pine Siskin
presence con-trasted with last fall's invasion; after a 10/29 arrival
at SRT (GB,SB,RC), 6 there 11/15 (GW) led few reports. First
Evening Grosbeak were 9 at SRT 11/5 (GW), and BCBC's 20
topped a mere half-dozen reports.
OBSERVERS: Helen Beck, Charles Bier, Gene & Suzanne
Butcher, Ruth Crawford, Barbara Dean, Marguerite Geibel, Joe
Grom, Paul Hess, 1412 Hawthorne St, Natrona Heights 15065
(412-226-2323), Margaret Higbee, Gloria Lamer, H.R. Leapman,
Fred Lochner, Shirley McCarl, George Reese (BCV compiler), John
Salvetti, Betty Starr, Georgette Syster, Ned Weston, Gene Wilhelm
(BCBC compiler).

CAMBRIA COUNTY
Georgette Syster & Gloria Lamer
Great Crested Flycatcher, near Slippery Rock, 11/20/90.
Photo by Frank Haas.
Most exceptional was a Myiarchus flycatcher 11/18–20
found by GB,SB,RC in SRT. An obvious possibility was Pa.'s
first Ash-throated, but many observers, good documentation
and photos clinched it as an extraordinarily late Great
Crested Flycatcher, six weeks beyond the state's previously
known last date of 10/6, though Ohio and coastal N.Y. have a
few early-Nov. records.

Abbreviations: Cambria Heights High School (CHHS),
Johnstown (JT), Prince Gallitzin SP (PG). A small portion of the
8th Johnstown CBC, held 12/15, is in s. Cambria, almost entirely
in JT's urban area. Because of an ice storm followed by heavy to
moderate rain during the day, totals were unimpressive.
All waterfowl reports are by compilers at PG unless otherwise
noted. Two Com. Loon were seen 11/2 and 1 on 11/17 (JS). Last
reported singleton 12/13. Top Pied-billed Grebe count was 6 on
11/2. Three Great Blue Heron were spotted 11/2 in the marsh at
PG. Canada Goose were at 26 on 11/2 and peaked with 90 indiv.
11/17 (JS). Eight Am. Black Duck were seen 12/13. A good
Gadwall count of 6 was seen 11/15 (JS) and Com. Goldeneye
numbered 5 on 12/13. A pair of Bufflehead at Hinckston Res. 10/29

E. Phoebe was common to a last date of 10/14 at SRT
(GB,SB, RC). The only Horned Lark were 29 at Harrisville 11/8
(GW) and 3 on BCBC. A Barn Swallow at GSG 10/7 (DB et al.)
was late. Am. Crow were fewest in GW's memory, 70% below
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(GL) were the only waterfowl present; 7 were seen at PG 11/17 (JS).
A high count of 24 Hooded Merganser was observed 11/17 (JS)
and last report was 5 on 12/13 (GL,GS). Six Com. Merganser were
also listed for that date.
A nice variety of hawks was seen 11/2 at PG, including a N.
Harrier, a Cooper's, a late ad. Broad-winged and 2 Red-tailed
(GL,GS). During Dec., RS had a number of reports from the JT area
of Sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks appearing at feeders. The
only report of Ring-necked Pheasant was 2 on 11/2 (GL,GS). Am.
Coot peaked at 14 on 11/2 (GL,GS) and a high count of 32 Killdeer
at CHHS 10/28 was a nice find (CL,GL). Max. Ring-billed Gull
tally was 14 at PG 10/28 (CL,GL). A Great Horned Owl report
turned out to be a very realistic owl replica erected on a JT building
for protection from Rock Doves (RS). A lone report of Belted
Kingfisher was at PG 11/2. A total of 5 Downy Woodpecker was
seen 11/2 around PG and environs; and 1 Pileated Woodpecker
was observed feeding near a stream 10/28 (CL,GL).

after peaking in 1986. The Am. Goldfinch count was the 2nd
lowest and no Pine Siskin or Evening Grosbeak was found (RS).
OBSERVERS: Clayton Lamer, Gloria Lamer, RR 1 Box
183D, Penn Run 15765 (412-349-1159), Ruth Sager, John
Salvetti, Georgette Syster, RR 1 Box 183C, Penn Run 15765
(412-349-6293).
We welcome Gloria and Georgette as new compilers for
Cambria. Their travels from Indiana take them there fairly often,
but they would most appreciate it if other birders would send their
sightings for inclusion in their report.

CAMERON COUNTY
Bill Hendrickson

No Am. Crow were seen at a traditional roost in JT that
has been monitored by Glenn and Ruth Sager from the late
1960s. This was the end of a decline from the peak of 14,091 in
1986, to 10,260 in 1987, 798 in 1988, and 2516 in 1989. Cause of
the decline has not been determined. Appearance of some crows
roosting near Quemahoning Dam (QD) in Somerset may indicate
dispersal to that area, but any conclusions about dispersal of
crows from the JT roost is at this time premature. G&RS
pursued flocks of Am. Crow through Somerset in late Nov. and
Dec. trying to discover new roosts and any evidence concerning
abandonment of the traditional crow roost in JT, Cambria.
In past years, crows were observed feeding in Somerset
fields during the day and then streaming into JT late in the
afternoons. Flocks of up to 3000 in mid-Nov. and several
hundred in Dec. 1990 congregated in the QD area in late
afternoon. The groups moved from one evergreen planting to
another but there were only a few nights when roosting near the
QD was confirmed. None of the forays through the county
produced evidence of flights in the direction of JT. Therefore, the
Sagers were unable to shed any light on reasons for
abandonment of the JST roost or establishment of any
significant new roosts.
Golden-crowned Kinglet number were constant through
the quarter. High E. Bluebird count was 6 at PG 10/28 (CL,GL),
with another 5 on 11/2 (GL,GS). Cedar Waxwing made a good
showing 12/13 at PG with 19 (GL,GS). The first report of Whitethroated Sparrow was 11/2 and 4 Am. Tree Sparrow 12/14 at
PG. The highlight of the quarter was the appearance of 3 Snow
Bunting on the cement walkway at the PG marina 10/28 (CL,GL).
The birds were observed for twenty minutes and were welldocumented and photographed (GL).

The most interesting thing that can be noted about this
quarter is that there was a noticeable lack of the usual winter birds.
On 12/6 a flock of Snow Bunting was observed in the Emporium
area (BH). During our CBC, numbers of Am. Goldfinch and
Evening Grosbeak were low, and there was no Pine Siskin. In
fact, the most interesting find was an E. Phoebe (MJ,DG). A
Carolina Wren has been coming to my feeder for most of the
month of Dec. (BH).
OBSERVERS: Dave Gelnett, Bill Hendrickson, RR 1 Box
265B, Emporium 15834 (814-486-1546), Mark Johnson.

CARBON COUNTY
Bernie Morris
Abbreviations: Beltzville SP (BSP).
The Wild Creek-Little Gap CBC held 12/16 found 18 Ringnecked Duck, 37 Com. Goldeneye, and 24 Hooded Merganser
at BSP and Wild Creek Res. (CK,BS,RW). Two Oldsquaw were at
Penn Forest Res. 10/20 (PE,BLM). A & Surf Scoter was at BSP in
a driving rainstorm 11/10 (BLM,PE). 12 Com. Goldeneye were at
Wild Creek 11/10 (PE,BLM). An ad. Bald Eagle was seen near BSP
12/1 (m.ob.). A Sora was at the unusual location of BSP on the late
date 10/6 (RZ). A Bonaparte's Gull was at BSP 12/24 (CK,BS).
At least 50 E. Bluebird and 2 Hermit Thrush were seen at
BSP 12/1 (m.ob.). A late Black-throated Green Warbler and
several White-crowned Sparrow were at BSP 10/20 (BLM,PE).
A Lincoln's Sparrow was found at BSP 10/9 (RW). A flock of ±150
Snow Bunting was seen at the Hickory Run service plaza on the
Pa. Turnpike 12/24 (KC), and 55 Evening Grosbeak were counted
on the CBC (CK,BS,RW).
OBSERVERS: Kevin Crilley, Pauline England, Chris Kita,
Bernard L. Morris, 825 N Muhlenberg St, Allentown 18104
(215-435-9134), Brad Silfies, Rick Wiltraut, Richard ZainEldeen.

CENTRE COUNTY
John and Becky Peplinski
Snow Bunting, Prince Gallitzin SP, 10/28/90. Photo by
Gloria Lamer.
CBC notes: Feeders accounted for most the birds seen on the
CBC. Eur. Starling had its highest count in the 8-year history.
Rock Dove, Black-capped Chickadee, and House Sparrow had
2nd highest count, and Tufted Titmouse had 3rd highest. N.
Cardinal were slightly above average. Blue Jay were considerably
below average. House Finch continued a yearly decline that began
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Abbreviations: Bald Eagle SP (BESP), Colyer L. (CL), State
College (SC). The State College Bird Club CBC (SCC) was held
12/15 with 23 observers in the field. Of the 61 species recorded, N.
Shoveler and N. Saw-whet Owl were the best species. The Bald
Eagle SP CBC (BEC) held 12/31 recorded 63 species (an all-time
high) including Tundra Swan, Bald Eagle and N. Shrike.
A Double-crested Cormorant was reported at BESP 11/4
(SCFT). Ten Tundra Swan were seen on the BEC. A % N.
Shoveler was at Centre Furnace Pond from 12/6+ and a & was at
Fairbrook Marsh 12/23 (JP,BP). A flock of 73 Bufflehead was at
CL 11/8 (KJ,JJ). A single Black Scoter was at BESP 10/13
(HH,PSOFT).
The 1 Black Vulture flying over SC 12/4 provided a rare
sighting of this species for the county (TF). An ad. Bald Eagle was
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at BESP 12/31 (DB). A late Broad-winged Hawk was seen 10/16
near CL (KJ,JJ), while an early Rough-legged Hawk was along
Linden Hall Rd. 10/7. Forty Golden Eagle were observed during
Nov. at the fire tower along Bald Eagle Ridge, including 22 on 11/6
(JP,TK,GY,SY,PN). That total is the watch's 2nd highest single-day
tally of Golden Eagle reported since 1985, when records began (the
best day was 11/21/88, when 24 were seen). One Peregrine Falcon
was at BESP 11/4 (HH,SCFT).
Five Am. Woodcock were near Stormstown 12/3 (MW).
Single Gr. Yellowlegs were at BESP 10/24 (AF) and 11/4 (SCFT).
Eight Bonaparte's Gull were at CL 11/8 (DB,BB,AF). Possibly
brought here by Storm Marco, the 1 Com. Tern at BESP 10/14
provided our 1st Oct. record (MW). A Short-eared Owl flew
around near the hospital exit of the SC Bypass 11/13 (HH). One N.
Saw-whet Owl was heard at Bear Meadows 11/3 (GY), and
another was located along Treaster Kettle Rd near CL 12/15
(CY,MJC,GM,TS). An extremely late Com. Nighthawk was seen
flying over SC 11/1 (TF). An imm. Red-headed Woodpecker was
at Toftrees 10/14 (GG).
One Ruby-crowned Kinglet was seen on BEC 12/31 (RH).
A Swainson's Thrush was near Fairbrook 10/14 (JP). A late Gray
Catbird was at Toftrees 12/9 (JP,BP), and a late Brown Thrasher
was seen in the SGL 12/2 (JP,BP). Birders on the field trip to BESP
11/4 located a N. Shrike near the skating pond. Presumably this
same indiv. was observed 11/22 (MW) and 12/31 (MC). A
Philadelphia Vireo was at Walnut Spring Park 10/6 (JP,BP).
Three Yellow-rumped Warbler were found 12/15 near the PSU
Deer Pens (HH), and 1 was seen on BEC (AS). Reports of Palm
Warbler included 2 in the Scotia Barrens 10/7 (JP,BP), 9 near CL
10/12 (KJ,JJ), 7 in the Barrens 10/14 (JP,BP) and 2 near CL 10/16
(KJ,JJ).
Am. Tree Sparrow were first reported in SC area 11/10
(MW). The first reported Fox Sparrow was 10/21 in the Barrens
(JP,BP). Single Lincoln's Sparrow were found in the Barrens 10/7
(JP,BP), near Fairbrook 10/8 (JP), and at BESP 10/13 (PSOFT). A
flock of 50–60 Snow Bunting was at BESP 11/4 (SCFT). One Pine
Siskin at Toftrees 10/20 (TF) and 1 Evening Grosbeak near
Fairbrook 10/28 (JP,BP) represented the first fall reports of these
species.
OBSERVERS: Dorothy & Blanche Bordner, Mary Coleman,
Mary Jo Cronquist (MJC), Ted Floyd, Alice Fuller, Greg Grove,
Harry Henderson, Katherine & Jennings Jones, Tim Kimmel,
Glenn Mitchell, Paul Nicosia, John & Becky Peplinski, 761
Beaver Branch Rd, Pennsylvania Furnace 16865 (814-2386541), Pa. Society of Ornithology Field Trip (PSOFT), State College
Field Trip (SCFT), Terry Spengler, Allen Schweinsberg, Merrill
Wood, Chuck Yohn, George & Sue Young.

CHESTER COUNTY
Jerry Pasquarella
Abbreviations: Honey Brook (HB), Kurtz' Fish Farm (KFF),
Marsh Creek SP (MCSP), Octoraro Res. (OR), Struble L. (SL).
A Com. Loon was at MCSP 12/15. A Pied-billed Grebe was
at SL 10/18 and a Double-crested Cormorant there 10/10,16.
Great Blue Heron were in fairly good numbers all quarter. Snow
Goose was seen, with reports of 2 "blue" at SL 10/30, 2 in a large
flock with Canada Goose near Eagle 12/3 and another 2 in with
Canada Geese near Valley Forge 12/21. At KFF were 5 Greenwinged Teal as well as 25 Ring-necked Duck 12/2. One
Oldsquaw was at SL 11/5 and 1 Com. Goldeneye there 12/2. One
ad. and 1 imm. Bald Eagle were at OR 12/16. As many as 3 N.
Harrier were in the area adjacent to SL up until the end of the
period and a single Rough-legged Hawk flew over Lionville 12/23.
An imm. Golden Eagle flew over SL 10/19. GS had a great hawk
day at SL 10/8 when he observed 8 spp. of raptors, including both
vultures, with the highlight being the sighting of a Peregrine
Falcon. He also saw a Peregrine near HB 10/19.
Eleven spp. of shorebirds were still present at SL 10/8, including
Black-bellied Plover (latest 10/19), 3 Least Sandpiper (latest
10/18), 4 Pectoral Sandpiper (latest 11/8) and as many as 15
Dunlin were still present 11/1 along with 60 Killdeer. Two
Herring Gull were at SL 10/30 and the 1st county record of Ls.
Black-backed Gull (ad.) at SL 12/22 for the Elverson CBC. It was

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

subsequently observed off and on a few days after that (m. ob.). A
single Great Black-backed Gull was there as well 12/2. A N.
Saw-whet Owl was discovered at Hibernia Park again this year,
12/30. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker were seen in fairly good
numbers at quarter's end. As many as 3 Pileated Woodpecker
are in the Laurels near Doe Run. A late E. Phoebe was observed
in HB 10/31. A flock of 32 Horned Lark was found in the fields
near SL 12/2.
There were 2 Fish Crow at SL 12/19. Black-capped
Chickadee has been seen throughout the s. portion of the county
since Nov. This species is seldom observed during winter in the s.
part of the county in any good numbers and has given many birders
good experience in separating these two chickadees. Carolina
Wren were in record numbers on most of the local CBCs. This
trend has been noted regularly the past few years. A late House
Wren was near HB 10/19 and an early Winter Wren was at SL
10/2. Also seen in good numbers at the end of the period were
Rufous-sided Towhee, with as many as 7 in one area in Compass.
This has also been a good year for Am. Tree Sparrow; flocks of as
many as 35-40 have been reported from various locales. Savannah
Sparrow were at MCSP and SL in late Dec. but the best sparrow
report was of a Lincoln's Sparrow at GS's home 10/6 and another
at SL 10/15. Both Purple Finch and Pine Siskin were seen from
early Nov. on. The only report of Evening Grosbeak was of 1
indiv. at a feeder near Glenmoore 11/24.
OBSERVERS: Barry Blust, Dave Davis, Ed Fingerhood, Joe
Meloney, Jerry Pasquarella, 2209 Cranberry La, Coatesville
19320-4706 (215-486-6440), Grier Saunders, Neal Thorpe.

CLARION COUNTY
Margaret Buckwalter
Abbreviations: Clarion area (CA), Curllsville (CV), Leeper
(LP), Mt. Zion (MZ), Shippenville area (SV), Wentlings Corners
(WC). Seneca Rocks Audubon Society held its CBC 12/29, a very
foggy, relatively warm day. Although CBC locations are not
specified in this report, the area covered most of the locations
usually reported. Unless otherwise noted, assume the observer is
the compiler in SV.
One Great Blue Heron lingered at CV 12/30 (LP). A hitherto
unreported pair of Black-crowned Night-Heron probably nested
at Limestone this past summer, but this compiler was unable to
verify their presence 12/10. The observer (GM) gave a convincing
description of the birds, their sounds and their behavior. The pair
had been observed all summer (with a third bird appearing once—a
young one?) through Nov. but disappeared with the first snow
storm. (Next year??) A large flock of Tundra Swan was heard
going over SV 11/8, and a smaller flock of 25 was seen 12/6.
An Osprey was reported 10/1 on Mill Cr. (JP) and at WC
(WF), also 10/3 on the Clarion R. (DL), and 10/21 at WC (WF). One
ad. Bald Eagle was on the Allegheny R. near Parker 11/3 (GMc).
N. Harrier, 9, on 10/28 continued at MZ (C&RR); 8 were at CV on
the CBC. A Rough-legged Hawk was first reported from LP 12/3
(LC) and 2 on the CBC.
The first Short-eared Owl, 4, appeared at MZ 10/28 (C&RR),
and then 4 more 10/29 at CV. They continued to be seen all quarter,
but were evidently dispersing because the CBC could only find 1 at
MZ (WF). A third location near Callensburg yielded 1 owl at the end
of Oct. (AE).
Red-bellied Woodpecker seem to be much more common–4
are regularly visiting feeders in CA and WC. One Horned Lark
was seen at MZ 11/11 (WF). Carolina Wren are not so scarce this
year. Nearly every location has a pair or a single visiting feeders
and even singing on warm days. A Golden-crowned Kinglet was
banded 10/21 at WC (WF). E. Bluebird, 19, turned up on the CBC.
One Hermit Thrush was banded 10/21 at WC (WF). A N.
Mockingbird showed up for the CBC in CA (PD,EA). The CBC
count for Cedar Waxwing, 25, was low. A Solitary Vireo was
singing 10/8 at SV.
Am. Tree Sparrow numbers seem down, with very few at
feeders and only 43 on the CBC. First White-throated Sparrow
was observed in CA 10/21 (EM) and first White-crowned
Sparrow was seen 10/21 at WC (WF). A flock of 10 Snow Bunting
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was reported at CV 11/17 (JW,EA). Fifteen Red-winged
Blackbird made the CBC, as well as 2 Rusty Blackbird (GE et
al.).

N. Oriole (Bullock's?), Knox, 12/13/90. Photo by Ruth
Rowe.
A possible & N. Oriole (Bullock's?) was reported in Knox
12/13 and 12/29 at two separate feeders (RK,BE). The bird was
first seen 12/13 at Reba Klingler's feeder, Knox. It came back
three or four times that day and the last time these pictures
were taken from the window next to the feeder. Four people
saw the bird: Reba Klingler, Louise Gates, Ruth Rowe and Carl
Rowe. The first three from about 10 feet away and the fourth
from the street with binoculars. Ruth Rowe took the picture.
She said that the bird looked like a female oriole but "was too
white underneath." Louise Gates thought it looked like a
female oriole but wasn't sure which kind. She has watched the
"Baltimore" Oriole build nests close by. In the pictures note the
size in comparison with the House Finch in one picture, sharp
beak, white wing bars, yellow breast, white belly, grayish on
top.
The second report came from another feeder in Knox
12/28, 29. The first day the bird was close to the house but not
at the feeder. The second day it stayed at the feeder a long
time. It was a bird with a "yellow breast, pointed bill, bigger
than a goldfinch, and brownish otherwise." Beverly Engle
looked at the pictures and confirmed the bird at their feeder
was similar.
Both reports said the bird was definitely eating sunflower
seeds. The feeders are about .7 mile apart and both are backed
up by wooded areas. Was it the same bird or different
individuals?
Ruth and Carl Rowe are experienced helpers at Walter
Fye's banding station. The other three are both field and feeder
observers of some experience.
The first Pine Siskin, 2, were seen at SV 10/2 but this is not
a "siskin year" apparently as only a few have been reported.
Evening Grosbeak, on the other hand, are really abundant. The
first scouts showed up 11/7 and 11/10 in small numbers which
increased to 771 on the CBC.
OBSERVERS: Ernie Aharrah, Margaret Buckwalter, RR
2 Box 26, Shippenville 16254 (814-782-3925), Lois Callahan,
Peter Dalby, Gary Edwards, Beverly Engle, Annabelle & Walter
Fye, Art Eshbaugh, Louise Gates, Janice Horn, Reba Klingler, Dan
Lueck, Gen Mines, Gerry McCall, Eleanor Moore, Lynne Pollack,
John Pokrifka, Carl & Ruth Rowe, John & Kathy Street, Gilbert
Twiest, John Williams.

Abbreviations: DuBois (DUB), Tannery Dam (TD), Troutville
(TV).
The Wapiti CBC was held 12/30 on a very dismal day for the
endeavor. Although there were a record number of field and feeder
watchers, our total number of species was only 35 and the number
of indiv. was very low (about 2500). The temperature was in the 40s
and 50s but it RAINED the ENTIRE day! Only veteran birders
knew the birds were hiding in the pines and hemlocks. Some feeder
watchers were distraught at having to report results such as "2
Bl.-C. Chickadees".
Two flocks of Tundra Swan were seen on TD in DUB 11/24;
one huge flock was composed of several smaller flocks. A flock of
Canada Goose arrived at TD in late Oct. and stayed to mid-Dec.
Some were so tame that they allowed humans to approach closely
to feed them. On a DUB Industrial Park pond, a flock of 39
Mallard arrived for R & R. Wood Duck were spotted 10/1 in DUB
also.
N. Harrier was seen occasionally on Rockton Mt. and near
TV, same locations as last fall. The DUB resident Cooper's Hawk
was scarce in Oct/Nov but was seen in Dec. "cashing in" on the
feeders on Maple Ave. A Red-tailed Hawk was seen on 12/9,17,30
in DUB and periodically in TV. Am. Kestrel moved in to stay the
winter in the TV area where he keeps a vigil over Haag's farm
fields.
Killdeer was seen 11/2,7 in DUB. Ring-billed Gull seen
11/8 in DUB. A Short-eared Owl was in the Beechwoods area in
the latter part of Dec. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was sighted
12/8. N. Flicker last seen 10/20 in DUB. Carolina Wren was seen
and heard in DUB 10/13,15 and 11/5. Golden-crowned Kinglet
seen 10/18–28 in DUB. E. Bluebird seen frequently in flocks up to
6 in both DUB and TV. A large flock of Cedar Waxwing was flying
around residential DUB 10/9.
A Com. Yellowthroat was in DUB "straggling" its way S
10/3. A single Rufous-sided Towhee was a lonely looking fellow
10/11 in DUB. Am. Tree Sparrow first arrived 11/1 in DUB, the
same date as White-crowned Sparrow. Dark-eyed Junco made
their first appearance in DUB 10/20 and Song Sparrow were seen
12/18,30 in DUB. A large flock of Red-winged Blackbird spent
10/5–8 feeding in a cornfield on the outskirts of DUB. E.
Meadowlark were seen daily in Oct. until the 12th, after which
they skipped town (DUB). Evening Grosbeak were seen
occasionally in DUB in Dec.
OBSERVERS: Marianne Atkinson, Dan and Jocelynn
Smrekar, RR 4 Box 409A, DuBois 15801 (814-583-5110).

CLINTON COUNTY
Paul and Glenna Schwalbe
Waterfowl. All observers report practically no ducks at all.
Several times a week Glenna and I walk a mile stretch along a
secluded part of the Susquehanna R. where ducks are usually
present. During the whole period we had ducks but once, a couple
of Am. Black Duck. Another observer walks along Bald Eagle Cr.,
again in an area usually good for ducks, and has seen none. A very
poor season for ducks!
Two birder-hunters say that the populations of Ruffed
Grouse and Wild Turkey are way up (WL,SR). One flock of 40
turkey was seen (SR) and three separate flocks were using the same
area (WL) for foraging. However, they both agreed that there seems
to be little food on the forest floor and how winter survival will be
remains to be seen.
Fish Crow were still present at Lock Haven 11/4 (CH). This
is definitely "the year of the chickadee." We have more in the area
and at feeders than we have had for 23 years. In one area, where
3–4 are usually seen, we are finding ±20 (G&PS). There was a very
good flight of Yellow-rumped Warbler at S. Avis 10/16 (G&PS).
Other than 1 or 2 present on a regular basis in Lock Haven (CH),
there have been very few Pine Siskin. A few Evening Grosbeak
have dribbled through, with a flock of about 50 in Lock Haven in
Dec. (CH) being the largest reported. The first record for these was
1 at Lock Haven 11/7 (CH).
OBSERVERS: Cecil Hazlett, Wayne Laubscher, Sam Rockey,
Glenna & Paul Schwalbe, 546 Wilson St, Jersey Shore 17740
(717-398-4514).

CLEARFIELD COUNTY
Jocelynn L. Smrekar
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CRAWFORD COUNTY

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

Ronald F. Leberman

Deuane Hoffman

Abbreviations: Conneaut Marsh (CM), Pymatuning SP
[including the Causeway, Fish Hatchery, Goose Management Area
GMA), Spillway], Tamarack L. (TL), Woodcock L (WL). All
observations by compiler unless otherwise noted. The Linesville
CBC was held 12/16 and 14 participants found 71 species, plus 5
more seen during count period.
Com. Loon were found at PSP and area lakes from
11/3–12/1; the 4 on the CBC was above average. There were 250
Horned Grebe at PSP 11/11 and still 200 there 11/18; these were
good numbers, but the birds were absent for the CBC. Twelve
Double-crested Cormorant were at PSP 10/13 and 1–2 seen
regularly during the period, including 1 on the CBC for only the
2nd record in the 40-year history. The open water this fall
encouraged Great Blue Heron to remain all quarter, and a good
count of 25 was found on the CBC. A pair of Great Egret spent
from 9/14 to at least 9/30, a much longer stay than their usual visit
of 2 days or less (m.ob.). Even more unusual was the 1 at Little
Cooley 10/4 (JM).
The Tundra Swan flights began 11/6 and birds were still
present 12/31. The largest flock encountered was 328 indiv. 11/24
(AJM); 46 were found on the CBC. A Snow Goose was at GMA
9/29 and 11/16 (AJM), 11/17 (EK). Seven were at Ford I. 11/27
(AJM), but they were completely missed on the CBC for the first
time in many years. The following waterfowl were found for the
CBC: 6 Wood Duck, 49 Am. Black Duck, 395 Mallard, 8 N.
Shoveler, 12 Gadwall, 6 Canvasback, 4 Ring-necked Duck, 1
Gr. Scaup (new for the count), 3 Ls. Scaup, 1673 Com.
Goldeneye, 6 Bufflehead, 289 Hooded Merganser, and 71 (new
high) Com. Merganser. Other waterfowl notes include: Redhead
in the GMA 11/18 (RFL) and 11/22 (AJM). Best bird was a & Black
Scoter at TL 11/2. A raft of ±3600 Com. Goldeneye was noted 11/11
off the causeway and a high of 2500 Hooded Merganser was noted
at PSP 11/18.
Last sighting of Turkey Vulture was of 4 indiv. s. of
Cochranton 10/21. Three ad. and 1 imm. Bald Eagle were found for
the CBC. A % N. Harrier was n.e. of Linesville 12/16. Sharpshinned and Cooper's hawks were rather scarce this quarter,
none on the CBC. Only 8 Red-tailed Hawk were counted, but 2
Rough-legged were seen. The 17 Am. Kestrel was a new high
count. Fifteen Am. Coot were at CM 10/21 and 20 found on the
CBC. Thirty Killdeer were at WL 12/2, but none on the CBC. Last
Gr. Yellowlegs was noted at PSP 11/11 and last Ls. Yellowlegs
at WL 10/28. Record high water levels resulted in very poor
numbers of shorebirds. A Dunlin at PSP 11/11 was my only record.
Three Com. Snipe at CM 11/14 were good (AJM). Bonaparte's
Gull numbers went from 16,000 at PSP 11/11 to 4953 on the CBC;
Ring-billed Gull from 11,500 to 1,175; and Herring Gull from 20
down to 7 for the same dates.
A Snowy Owl was found just s. of the causeway close to
shore sitting on a stick in the frozen ice shelf about 150 yards away
at 12:30 p.m. (RFL) and seen again about 4 p.m. in the same area
(TCN). Only Barred Owl was noted for the count. The 6 Redbellied Woodpecker were about average for the last five years. A
notable flight of Blue Jay was witnessed 10/21, with several flocks
of 25–75 birds passing over in the w. part of the county.
The House Wren seen 12/16 was only the 2nd CBC record.
The 19 E. Bluebird found was about average. The Hermit
Thrush found on the CBC 12/16 was unusual (RCL). The count of
841 Am. Robin was very good. A N. Mockingbird was at Ford I.
11/11 (JB,GF). About 100 Cedar Waxwing were found e. of
Sagertown 11/17 (TP). The 1516 Eur. Starling count was above
average. One Yellow-rumped Warbler was seen on the CBC. A
count of 223 Am. Tree Sparrow was made, but 15 Chipping
Sparrow in one group at PSP was a good number for 10/13. Twelve
Field Sparrow was an all-time high count. A Snow Bunting was
at PSP 11/11 (JB,GF). A flock of 2550 Red-winged Blackbirds, all
ö, was seen getting grit from the dirt and gravel mud road that
crosses CM 10/21. Only 1 Purple Finch was found, but 186 House
Finch for the CBC. Five Com. Redpoll were a nice CBC find
(RCL).
OBSERVERS: Jim Barker, Gary Fields, Ed Kwater, Robert C.
Leberman, Ronald F. Leberman, RR 1, Meadville 16335 (814724-5071), Anthony J. Marich, Jerry McWilliams, T.C. Nicolls,
Thelma Patton.
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Abbreviations: Brackhill Pond (BP), Mud Level Rd (ML), W.
Fairview Boat Launch (WF), Wildcat Rocks Hawk Watch (WR).
This season provided some nice finds for us. The Harrisburg
CBC was held 12/15 and 78 species were tallied. Wildcat Rocks
Hawk Watch on South Mt. is the only watch on this chain.
Observers logged slightly over 200 hours in this its inaugural year.
See separate report.
5 Com. Loon flew by WR 10/20 (D&RH) and 2 were at WF
10/2 (DC). A lone Pied-billed Grebe made the list at Kuhn L.
10/23 (DHe). Latest Double-crested Cormorant were 24 at WF
11/9 (DH). 4 Great Egret were at WF 11/1 (RK). 145 Tundra
Swan flew by WR 11/10, an excellent number. 22 Snow Goose
flew by Waggoner's Gap 10/7 (DC). Other notable waterfowl at WF
were: 1 Oldsquaw 11/1 (RK); 1 Black Scoter 11/1–9 (RK,DC); 2
White-winged Scoter 11/12 (DC); 2 Ruddy Duck 11/9 (DC). 2
Canvasback and up to 3 Redhead at BP all quarter.
An ad. Bald Eagle took the area around McCormicks I. as its
home for the winter starting some time in early Dec. N. Harrier
must like the Cumberland Valley farmland. The CBC had a record
high 16, another at ML 11/27 and DHe saw 7 birds at once chasing
each other around a field. An unusual N. Goshawk was seen on
the CBC, rarely recorded. Also unusual was the Rough-legged
Hawk for the CBC.
The raptor story of the quarter comes from Don Henise.
While birding at ML at dusk, he spotted a large falcon in a tree
but with failing light was unable to positively identify it. The
next day he went out in search of the bird, finally found it, and
documented by photographs as a Prairie Falcon. The origin of
the bird was not ascertained. It did not have jesses or any
noticeable leg bands, but then again no one will know for sure.
Only 2 Com. Snipe were found on the CBC and this is quite
depressing as numbers used to be much higher. 3 Short-eared
Owl were found near Bloserville 12/1 (DHe). Short-eared Owl have
also been hanging out near ML with the first seen 12/17 (DHe). RK
had an imm. Red-headed Woodpecker at ML 11/29. It is hoped
it is the product of some local residents. An E. Phoebe on the CBC
provided a good winter record. Highest Horned Lark total was
300+ at ML 12/30 (DHe). Obviously a bird a bit late in the
migration process was a N. Rough-winged Swallow at WF 11/29
(RK). Only 1 Winter Wren on the CBC. Best spot-breasted thrush
report was of 1 Gray-cheeked Thrush at Lambs Gap 10/14 (DC).
A hardy Brown Thrasher looking for food after a heavy snow was
feeding at DC's feeders 12/28. A good number of 100+ Am. Pipit
was seen at ML 10/25 (DHe). DC saw approx. 10 Bay-breasted
Warbler near his Camp Hill home 11/3. Only 3 Yellow-rumped
Warbler were found on the CBC.
Only Fox Sparrow report was 1 in N. Newton Twp 11/7
(DHe). Henise reports of White-crowned Sparrow using his
feeders from 11/15+, with a high of 15 on 12/28. They also took to
a weedy field in E. Pennsboro Twp for a winter home, with a high
of 17 seen 12/26 (DH). First Am. Tree Sparrow were 6 at DC's
home 11/18. First Snow Bunting at ML were the 100+ seen 11/29
(RK). A Rusty Blackbird at Green Springs 11/22 (DHe) was the
only report. The 2 Purple Finch at DC's feeders 10/21 provided the
earliest date. Pine Siskin numbers are way down this year; only
3 were found on the CBC, and at a usually good spot on South Mt.
only 8 could be found 12/26 (DH). A Lapland Longspur seen 11/29
(RK) along ML provided not only an early, but also the only, report.
Even though there aren't many around, 2 Evening Grosbeak flew
by WR 11/2 giving the observers some excitement.
OBSERVERS: Dick Colyer, Don (DHe) & Robyn Henise,
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Deuane Hoffman, 3406 Montour St, Harrisburg 17111 (717564-7475), Ramsay Koury.

DAUPHIN COUNTY

the past to over-winter in this area. Two Am. Coot made an
appearance at CCR 12/8 (EK). 60 Killdeer, 1 Gr. Yellowlegs, 15
Dunlin, 15 Com. Snipe, and 1 Am. Woodcock were also found on
count day. The only Solitary Sandpiper reported was 1 at CCR
10/7 (EK). A late Laughing Gull was present 11/7 on the Delaware
(EF). The most exciting find was an ad. Ls. Black-backed Gull
discovered at SR 12/15 (KB) but not seen since. This is a 1st record
for the Glenolden count.

Steve Rannels
Abbreviations: Blue Mt. (BM), Harrisburg (HBG).
An overall mild season started with early Hershey reports of
Purple Finch 10/2 (SR) which remained through the month. There
were counts as high as 8 birds in N. HBG from 10/12–11/19 (JW)
and a report from Hummelstown 11/9 (RW). Other indications of a
good finch year came with groups of 30–40 Pine Siskin in Hershey
10/3 which remained through late Nov. (SR). Few other siskins
were reported, but JW boasts of 5 Evening Grosbeak 11/3 and 12
more 11/20 in N. HBG.
A day on BM 10/3 was rewarded with an ad. N. Goshawk,
with subsequent trips yielding several Peregrine Falcon, Golden
Eagle, 16 Double-crested Cormorant (10/20), and 8 Herring
Gull 11/11 (JW). RK had a superb day (10/16) on BM with 9
raptors, including 5 Osprey, 1 N. Harrier, 2 Broad-winged, 6
Red-tailed, 2 Cooper's, and 91 Sharp-shinned hawks along with
Am. Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, and an eagle sp. BM also
produced numbers of passerines, including Ruby-crowned and
Golden-crowned kinglets, 40–50 Am. Robin, 3 Hermit and 1
Swainson's thrush, 8 Chipping Sparrow, and 50 Whitethroated Sparrow with 50+ Dark-eyed Junco 10/24 (JW).
Groups of kinglets (both sp.), Brown Creeper, and 2 Hermit
Thrush were at Wildwood L. 11/18 (RW).
Great-horned and E. Screech owls were reported in good
numbers throughout the county (m.ob.). Other reports of interest
include Fox Sparrow 10/27 on BM (RK) and in N. HBG 11/8 (JW),
15 Am. Robin in the Hershey Gardens 12/8 (RW), and a leucistic
House Finch in N. HBG (JW).
OBSERVERS: Ramsay Koury, Steve Rannels, 237 E Areba
Ave, Hershey 17033 (717-534-2480), Dave Schwenk, Judy Ward,
Richard Williams, Ellen Wolpert.

DELAWARE COUNTY
Al Guarente
Abbreviations: Crum Creek Res. (CCR), Ridley Creek SP (RC),
Springton Res. (SR), Tinicum National Environmental Center (TN),
Tyler Arboretum (TA). The Glenolden CBC was held 12/15.
A good way to start off this report is with a nice find of 4 Redthroated Loon flying by Tinicum I. in the Delaware R. 10/20 (BS).
A pair of Pied-billed Grebe were at CCR 11/7 (EK) and 1 was on
SR 11/22 (AG). A Horned Grebe was found during count week. A
Double-crested Cormorant was in Essington 10/13 (WC), with 2
found on the CBC. Great Egret lingered in the area due to open
waters; 1 was at CCR from 11/11–22 (EK) and another in Lester
12/16 (WT). 2 Black-crowned Night-Heron were found on the
CBC. A large number of Tundra Swan, 114 to be exact, were at
Chester I. 12/9,15 (BS). 3 Snow Goose were among the many
Canada on SR 11/22 (BB,AG) and 7 on count day. Wood Duck
were at CCR all quarter. 1000+ Green-winged Teal were at TN
on count day (JCM). Other CBC waterfowl numbers were 1000 Am.
Black Duck, 845 Mallard, 765 N. Pintail, 110 N. Shoveler, 4
Gadwall, 3 Am. Wigeon, 2 Ring-necked Duck, 1 Lesser Scaup,
6 Com. Goldeneye, 35 Bufflehead, 2 Hooded and 72 Common
mergansers. On 12/16, 8 Oldsquaw were at SR (AG,NP).
An ad. Bald Eagle flew over TA 10/16 (JG). On 10/28 an
imm. Golden Eagle was seen at RC (FH), a very good find. Also in
RC, but on 11/25, a Peregrine Falcon was noted (FH). A
Peregrine Falcon was seen over Media 10/7 (AG). 7 Ring-necked
Pheasant were at CCR 12/8 (EK); these birds are hard to find
anywhere in the county outside of the Tinicum area. On 12/22 a
Virginia Rail was at CCR (WT). These rails have been known in

The decision by the vultures to roost in Upper Providence
brought them quite a bit of fame. They appeared on the Channel
10 News and were featured on the front page of The
Philadelphia Inquirer. Our own Bob Bodine put in a good word
for the vultures on the newscast and calmed some fears of the
neighbors who were afraid the vultures would attack their pets.
The roost was found early in the fall and on the CBC 141
Turkey and 3 Black vultures were found (BB). The following
day 8 Black Vulture were seen flying over SR (AG,NP). I believe
this to be the largest number of Black Vulture ever found in
Delco. Four Black Vulture were also noted over TA 11/27 (JG).
Two different Barred Owl were found: 1 in Springfield 10/5
(SC) and 1 in Wawa 12/23 (WC). Two Short-eared Owl were at the
Phila. airport during Nov/Dec, while 2 N. Saw-whet Owl were in
Folcroft on count day (JCM). Smedley Park is still a good place to
find Pileated Woodpecker (EK), even with the tremendous
woodland destruction from the Blue Route. Pileated were also found
in Swarthmore all quarter (HMc).
An E. Phoebe was at TA up to 12/15 (AG,DM,MR,TR).
Although present early in the season, Blue Jay seemed to
disappear off the face of the earth in Dec. The CBC had its fewest
jays since 1961. Black-capped Chickadee staged a minor
"invasion," with 28 on count day. Red-breasted Nuthatch were
common this year throughout the area. A House Wren was found
on CBC. Winter Wren appeared in average numbers this year.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet had a massive migration at TA 10/20 (TR)
with about 200+ birds.Two Brown Thrasher were still at Folcroft
12/15 (JCM) and 6 Gray Catbird were found on the count. A nice
discovery at TN 12/10 was 2 ad. Yellow Warbler (JCM). 8 Yellowrumped Warbler were at CCR 11/11 (EK) and 7 for the CBC. A
Pine Warbler was discovered at Hildacy Farms 11/22 (BB) and
another at TA 12/8 (AG). An Ovenbird was found during count
week at RC. A Com. Yellowthroat hung around the area long
enough to make its mark on the CBC.
Am. Tree Sparrow continue to decline in numbers, with
the 15 recorded on this year's count equaling the all-time low set
on the first Glenolden count back in 1922. Field Sparrow were the
lowest since 1949 and Song Sparrow the lowest since 1961. One
Lincoln's Sparrow was a super find in Middletown Twp 12/22
(WT). Fox Sparrow were in good numbers. An imm. Whitecrowned Sparrow was pleasing to find 12/15 at RC (JG). If
anyone is going to find Snow Bunting in the area, it's going to be
John Miller and he did in Dec. when there were 75 at the airport.
One Rusty Blackbird was noted at CCR 12/25 (AG) and 2 found
on count day. Late Oct. and early Nov. produced large numbers of
Purple Finch throughout the area, but as the season progressed
they became harder to find, with just 31 being recorded for CBC.
Pine Siskin were around, but not in large numbers. Only a few
reports came in, with all reports showing <7 birds each. And,
finally, 1 Evening Grosbeak was at a feeder in Media 11/15 (WT)
and an another at TA 12/9 (JG).
OBSERVERS: Bob Bodine, Kate Brethwaite, Skip Conant,
Walt Cressler, Ed Fingerhood, John Ginaven, Al Guarente, 421
Old Middletown Rd, Media 19063 (215-565-8266), Frank
Hohenleitner, Evelyn Kopf, Doris McGovern, Helen McWilliams,
John C. Miller, Nick Pulcinella, Mick Resch, Tom Reeves, Bill
Stocku, Walt Thurber.

ELK COUNTY
Linda Christenson
Abbreviations: Benezette (BZ), Benzinger Twp (BT), Glen
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Hazel (GH), St. Marys Res. (SMR).
In Dec. the birds seemed to be concentrated at feeders, as not
many were seen elsewhere. On 12/21, on a two-hour walk in SGL
25 off Johnsonburg Rd., 7 birds were seen!—1 Downy
Woodpecker, 1 White-breasted Nuthatch, 4 Black-capped
Chickadee, and 1 Golden-crowned Kinglet. Other walks that
month were equally unproductive. The areas where I walk are
forest, edges, game food plots and older clearcuts (LC).
The most exciting sighting was the ad. Golden Eagle seen 11/29
(PD et al.) at Trout Run, a private hunting and fishing area of
12,000 acres.
Only 1 Com. Loon reported, 10/6, at SMR (DS). DS also
spotted 3 flocks of Tundra Swan flying over BT 11/24. On 11/13,14
at SMR, LC watched 6 Hooded and 2 Red-breasted merganser,
the only waterfowl she noted in almost daily trips to the reservoir.
Very disappointing! One Ring-necked Pheasant was in St. Marys
12/12 and the only Wild Turkey reported were from n. of BZ 11/26
(DS). A lone Spotted Sandpiper was busy looking for something
to eat at SMR 10/3 (LC).
North of BZ 11/26 Barred Owl and N. Saw-whet Owl were
reported (DS). Also on 11/26, a Pileated Woodpecker was
observed (DS). Three very noisy Common Raven couldn't be
missed at GH 10/24, while single birds were seen at SMR and BZ
(LC,DS).
Tufted Titmouse are rarely seen here and LC was
pleasantly surprised to observe a pair at the feeder 10/29.
Obviously, they like the "free lunch" as they stayed. Two Carolina
Wren brighten up a BT yard, while across town 1 is doing the same
at another BT yard (LC,PD). A 10/24 walk at GH included 2 Winter
Wren that scolded LC for disturbing them. On the same walk, only
1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet showed itself. E. Bluebird were seen
by DS during Oct. Up to 30 Am. Robin were found all quarter
(LC,DS).
In BT there was a small flock of Cedar Waxwing eating
red raspberries 10/27—1 had an orange tail, which is caused
"from a berry fed to young waxwing just as their tail feathers
are forming" (pers. comm. from Dr. K.C. Parkes, Carnegie
Museum). A few days later 55 waxwings showed up, but the
raspberries were gone (LC).
First Am. Tree Sparrow 11/7, and only 1 seen on four other
occasion in BT (maybe same bird?) (LC). White-throated Sparrow
arrived at feeder 10/1 and continued in very small numbers. Several
White-crowned Sparrow were at BT feeder 10/1 and left 11/5.
There were up to 7 Purple Finch in BT in Oct. and Nov. Up to 15
Pine Siskin visited a BT yard from Oct. to mid-Dec. (LC). First
Evening Grosbeak were 20 flying over BT in Oct., then
descending on feeders in Nov. and Dec. (LC,DS). The compiler noted
on several occasion Evening Grosbeak checking out the thistle
feeder and even staying a while and eating the thistle seed!
OBSERVERS: Linda Christenson, 602 Sunset Rd, St.
Marys 15857 (814-781-3156), Paul Dornisch, Dave Sorg.

ERIE COUNTY
Jerry McWilliams
Abbreviations: Presque Isle SP (PISP), Water Bird Count
(WBC).
There were no major storm systems this period. Most fronts
passing over n.w. PA throughout the period were not severe and
were short lived. Continuing warm weather encouraged many birds
to stay longer than normal with at least 5 species breaking late date
records.
Migrating water birds over Lake Erie were counted again this
fall with far fewer seen this year than last year. The WBC was
conducted from 10/13–11/25. For example: 118 Com. Loon v. 1066
last fall; 14 Surf Scoter v. 120 last year; 8 White-winged Scoter
v. 154 last year. There was no major movement of Red-breasted
Merganser noted, with a single day max. flying past Sunset Point
at 355 compared to single day high of 949 indiv. last year.
Large numbers of waterfowl appeared in Presque Isle Bay
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after the first major freeze and snow fall. Approximately 30,000
ducks were estimated, with as many as 20,000 congregated in a
dense flock off West Fisher Drive, comprised mostly of Am. Black
Duck, Mallard, Canvasback, Gr. Scaup, and Com. Goldeneye.
Our 1st Oct. record of Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and 1st Nov.
record of Nashville Warbler were established. Yellow-rumped
Warbler should fare well this winter since the Bayberry plants are
loaded with fruit. Last winter there were few Bayberries and few
Yellow-rumps.
Pine Siskin trickled through the region in late Oct., with
singles at feeding stations remaining all quarter. Small numbers of
Evening Grosbeak were seen regularly at Corry and Union City
from 10/26+.
The following is a summary of the most noteworthy species'
accounts. All records from PISP unless otherwise noted. Single
Red-throated Loon were seen on the WBC 10/29 and 11/1,25 plus
1 seen 12/2 (JM). A Red-necked Grebe was found 11/11–17
(JM,JHS). Up to 2 Eared Grebe were seen 10/29+ (JM,ph. good
details –eds). Double-crested Cormorant numbers continue to
increase with a record single day count of 170 birds (all in one flock)
10/11 (JM). A Black-crowned Night-Heron was seen through
10/22 (JHS). Snow Goose reports include 13 (11 white, 2
intermediate) 10/21 (JM); 2 blue 10/21,22 and 3 blue 10/31 in
Edinboro (DS). A Brant was seen 10/28 (GR). A & Harlequin
Duck was found on the WBC 11/11 (JM) for the 8th county record
(good details -eds.). A total of 17 Black Scoter was made on the
WBC (JM), plus singles 12/8 (JM) and 12/16 (EK). WBC total for
Surf Scoter was 14; a total of 35 seen 10/19+ in PI Bay (JM,EK).
For White-winged Scoter the WBC total was 8, plus a total of 9
from 10/8+ in PI Bay (JM).
An Osprey was found 11/24 (TF). One ad. Bald Eagle noted
12/9 (JM). Two Rough-legged Hawk were seen 11/2 (JGS), and 1
s. of Erie 12/16 (JGS,JHS). Two Merlin were seen 10/13 (JM,DS)
and 10/14 (JM). Two Peregrine Falcon were seen 10/11 (JM); 1 on
10/13 (DS); and the 1 seen 12/27 in Erie was only the 2nd Dec.
record. The Virginia Rail seen 11/22 (JGS) was the latest record
in Erie by 29 days. The prior record was set in 1893! A total of 7 Ls.
Golden-Plover were found between 10/7–27 (JM,JGS,DS,TF). As
expected, not a single Piping Plover was seen this year. Once a
regularly occurring species on Gull Point, it has been seen only 2 of
the last 5 years. One White-rumped Sandpiper was seen 10/26
(EH) and 2 on 10/29, while only 1 Baird's Sandpiper was found,
10/11–14 (JM). The Purple Sandpiper seen 10/30 (JGS,BC) was
the earliest record by 4 days.
An imm. Franklin's Gull was seen 11/6 (JGS). Little Gull
reports were of an imm. 10/28 (JGS) and 11/29 (JGS,JHS), and 1 in
basic definitive plumage 12/27–29 (JM). A Glaucous X Herring
Gull in basic I plumage was seen 12/27 (JM). A total of 7 Forster's
Tern was seen 10/13–11/4 (EK,JM). A Snowy Owl was in
Northeast 12/2 (RC,ph.). Single Long-eared Owl were found
10/21–27 and 11/24–12/22 (DD). A total of 7 Short-eared Owl was
observed 10/27–11/25 (EK,JM,MF). A N. Saw-whet Owl was seen
10/27 (JH) and 11/10–26 (DD,JHS,MH).
The Com. Nighthawk seen in Waterford 10/11 (JGS) was the
latest record by 5 days and the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher found
10/27 was a record by about 3 weeks! Five E. Bluebird s. of Girard
12/25 were late (BP). N. Shrike reports include one 10/27+
(TF,EK,DD) and 1 s. of erie 12/16 (JGS,JHS). Quite unexpected was
the sighting of a Nashville Warbler on the late date 11/27
(JM,ph.). The latest date prior to this record was set in 1979, when
a bird was observed by DS 10/26. The Black-throated Green
Warbler seen 10/31 (JHS) was the latest record by 6 days. A Darkeyed "Oregon" (no details –eds.) Junco was in Waterford 12/27
(JHS). A total of 32 Lapland Longspur was found from Oct. to
12/22 (JM,JGS,EK,GR).
OBSERVERS: Bill Callista, Roger Coda, Dave Darney, Mike
Fialkovich, Ted Floyd, Eric Hall, Margaret Higbee, Joyce Hoffman,
Ed Kwater, Jerry McWilliams, 3142 W 12th St, Erie 16505 (814833-3169), Blaine Prindal, Geoff Robinson, Don Snyder, Russ
States, Jean Stull (JHS), Jim Stull (JGS).
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FAYETTE COUNTY

GREENE COUNTY

Cindy Cook

Ralph Bell

Abbreviations: Greenlick Dam (GD), Normalville (NV). All NV
sightings were by compiler.
All water related birds were found at GD. A Com. Loon was
present 10/13,24 (RS). Three Pied-billed Grebe were found 10/13
and had increased to 13 by 10/24 (M&EW,RS), while a Great Blue
Heron was found there 10/28 (M&EW). Tundra Swan high was
29 on 11/12, but 2 were still there 12/13 (M&EW). Five Gadwall,
2 Redhead, and 8 Ring-necked Duck were seen 10/28 (M&EW);
8 Ring-necked Duck were there 11/9 (CC). Four Oldsquaw and 3
White-winged Scoter were found 11/17 (M&EW). Single Com.
Goldeneye and Bufflehead were found 11/25 and 10/28
respectively (M&EW), and 5 Bufflehead were there 10/28 (CC). And
18 Ruddy Duck were seen 10/24 (M&EW). Two Am. Coot 10/12
and 20 Ring-billed Gull 12/13 were counted (M&EW).
A pair of E. Bluebird were inspecting the nest boxes which
are placed at a neighbor's farm on 12/21; it was 70°F! The 5 Darkeyed Junco seen 10/20 were the first at our NV feeders this
winter. Up to 50 White-throated Sparrow feed in a nearby field
and visit the feeders. Also at the feeders were 3 Pine Siskin 10/23.
Evening Grosbeak made occasional visits to the feeders, a high
of 16 on 11/23 and 2 seen 12/17.
OBSERVERS: Cindy Cook, RR 1 Box 259A, Normalville
15469 (412-455-7356), Roberta Stauffer, Mike & Evaleen Watko.

FOREST COUNTY
April D. Walters
Abbreviations: Church Hill (CH), Hickory Creek Upper
Endeavor (HC), East Hickory (EH), Old County Home (OCH),
Tionesta L. (TL).
Bald Eagle are still being seen several times each month
along the Allegheny R. by v.o. An imm. Cooper's Hawk was
observed hunting near a feeder on CH in Dec. (ADW,RAW). An E.
Screech-Owl has taken up residence in a man-made snag at HC
(GW,RAW,ADW). Great Horned and Barred owls were seen and
heard at various places throughout Dec. (CRM,GW,RAW,ADW).
Two Com. Raven were on CH 12/31 (RAW). A Red-breasted
Nuthatch came to a feeder at HC (GW). Carolina Wren visited
feeders in EH and HC (LB,GW). An E. Bluebird stayed at OCH at
least until 12/17 (ADW). One Am. Robin was at a feeder on CH
12/28 (ADW, RAW) and 2 were at TL 12/31 (RAW). Whitethroated Sparrow come to feeders in EH and HC (LB,GW). No
Pine Siskin has been seen to date.
OBSERVERS: Leota Brady, C. R. Mann, Gary Walters,
Richard A. & April D. Walters, Box 127, Endeavor 16322 (814463-9306).

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Carl L. Garner
The Conococheague Audubon Society members identified 76
species on their CBC held 12/15. The average number of species is
69. The 224 Canada Goose was a new high. Other birds of interest
were 1 Loggerhead Shrike; 22 Snow Bunting; and 7 Pine
Grosbeak. The shrike and Pine Grosbeak were at a golf course at
Scotland (KG).
A Barred Owl was a Caledonia SP 12/17 and 2 Redbreasted Nuthatch were there that same day (CG).
Gabler reports the following birds coming to his feeder in
Chambersburg: Am. Tree Sparrow 12/30+; White-throated
Sparrow 10/28+; White-crowned Sparrow 11/11+; Dark-eyed
Junco 11/18+; and Evening Grosbeak 12/2+.
OBSERVERS: Ken Gabler, Carl L. Garner, PO Box 391,
Marion 17235.
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Abbreviations: Bell Farm (BF). A mild fall with lots of rain in
Dec. In fact, the Pittsburgh weather station reported it was the
wettest Dec. on record and 1990 was also the wettest year on record
in s.w. PA.
An imm. Sharp-shinned Hawk was a pest at our feeder the
last of Dec. Cooper's Hawk are the usual ones noted and we had
a record 6 on our CBC held 12/30. Other species with record
numbers on our CBC were 48 Wild Turkey, 7 Brown Creeper,
and 12 Golden-crowned Kinglet.
Nestling Am. Kestrel have been banded here on the BF since
1956, but no recovery reports have been received until this year. Of
the 5 nestlings banded 5/20/90, one was found dead near Orlando,
FL, 10/17/90. Most of our kestrels do leave each fall, but we did
have 21 on our CBC. The average number per count over the past
20 years is 15.7 with a peak of 27 in 1986. A Peregrine Falcon
was noted sitting in a tree at close range (TC) 11/26 in s.w. Greene
and our 1st peregrine ever on our CBC was noted by AC just across
the Mon R. in Fayette, but within the count circle. An excellent
detailed description was given.
A Com. Raven (calling as it was being chased by a crow) was
noted flying over the BF 11/11. This was the 1st one noted here
since 10/26/87–a species not known to nest in the county.
There was a fairly good migration of Black-capped
Chickadee this fall. The first one banded at our feeder was 10/19.
The Carolina Chickadee is the only chickadee that nests here. An
early migrating Winter Wren was banded 9/25 and 2 were singing
on the farm 11/4. Two Dark-eyed Junco were noted 10/17–the
latest arrival here since 1978.
Three Red Crossbill were noted in the top of a spruce tree
in our yard 11/13–the 1st noted here since 1976. A few Pine Siskin
migrated through here, with the first noted 10/25, and 6 were
banded 11/1. Evening Grosbeak were rather scarce, but 7 were at
one feeder (TD) for the CBC.
OBSERVERS: Ralph Bell, RR 1 Box 229, Clarksville
15322 (412-883-4505), Alan Clark, Terry Cole, Terry Dayton.

HUNTINGDON COUNTY
David Kyler
Abbreviations: Aitch Access (AA), Huntingdon (HT), Jack's
Mt. (JM), Stone Valley L. (SVL). Unusual species include Golden
Eagle and Snow Bunting. All sightings by the compiler unless
otherwise noted.
Three Great Blue Heron were present at AA 10/13 stalking
small fish in the backwater and 63 Wood Duck were also counted
there on the large back pool the same day (RC). A single & Wood
Duck was observed taking flight from a small pond near HT 11/6
(JK). Other waterfowl include 7 Blue-winged Teal 10/12 and 1
Oldsquaw 12/18 all on SVL (GG). Six Com. Goldeneye were
found on the Raystown Branch 12/31 (RC). Three Ruddy Duck
finish the waterfowl report and were found at SVL 10/24 (GG).
Seven Black Vulture in the company of 22 Turkey Vulture
were seen over HT 11/4 heading south. A single % N. Harrier was
observed hunting near Mt. Union 11/10 (RC). One Redshouldered Hawk was observed over AA 10/14 and a single
Rough-legged Hawk appeared for the Huntingdon CBC 12/16
near Cottage. Two ad. Golden Eagle were observed passing JM
11/3 heading s.w. (GG).
An obviously late season Am. Woodcock was heard in
display flight 11/21 near HT during a warm dusk rain (TK). Reports
of 2 Barred Owl chasing each other through the trees comes to us
from Cornprobst Mills 12/16 (EB). Another late season traveller
made a stop at a McConnellstown feeding station 10/28; a % Rubythroated Hummingbird remained for three days before moving
on (ML). Two Red-headed Woodpecker were observed 12/16
excavating a cavity near HT. A single Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
was located on Piney Ridge 10/23 (RC).
Com. Raven seem to be expanding, both in range and
number, with 6 found together 12/16 near Saulsburg. Three Winter
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Wren and 3 Hermit Thrush were found near Alexandria 10/22
and 10/13 respectively (ML). A Yellow-rumped Warbler was
found stream-side near McAlevy's Fort 10/28 (GG). Also at GG's
backyard feeding station were: 1 Fox Sparrow 11/2; 5 Purple
Finch 12/16; and 52 Evening Grosbeak 12/24. While turkey
hunting 10/27, GG did not find any large game birds, however 8
Snow Bunting landed just below the ridge crest of JM and
proceeded to feed before moving on south, all within 20 yd. of this
"lucky" hunter.
OBSERVERS: Ellen Benner, Rob Criswell, Greg Grove,
David Kyler, RR 4 Box 159A, Huntingdon 16652 (814-6436030), Joshua Kyler, Trudy Kyler, Melvin Lane.

INDIANA COUNTY

Best Ruffed Grouse count was 6 near Nolo 11/27 (CL). A N.
Bobwhite of undetermined origin was the lone report near WL
10/22 (RH). Am. Coot were listed at YC between 10/15–12/4, with
top tally of 25 on 10/30 (BB,MH,GL). Killdeer congregating on YC's
beach peaked at 66 on 11/5 (BB,MH,GL) and were last reported
12/4 (BB,MH,GL). The singleton found on the CBC was on IUP's
campus in IND (JD). Three Gr. Yellow-legs were listed at BLT
10/14 (MC); YC's reports included 2–4 between 10/27 and 11/6
(GL,JS et al.). Two Ls. Yellowlegs were spotted 10/31, the lone
report (GL). Last Spotted Sandpiper was found 10/12 (MH,RH).
A single Semipalmated Sandpiper was observed 11/14 –16
(BF,GL,GS); 1 Pectoral Sandpiper was seen 10/31 (GL). Dunlin
was first found 10/12 (MH,RH) and last seen 11/16 (BF,GL,GS) with
reports of 1–indiv. Com. Snipe maxima were 8 on 11/5
(BB,MH,GL) and 10 on 12/1 (GC,GL,GS). Two Am. Woodcock near
HC 12/6 (SA) were the only report. A Red Phalarope at YC 11/10
was a nice find (BB,JB, ph. GL,KG et al.).

Margaret and Roger Higbee
Abbreviations: Black Lick Twp (BLT), Clarksburg (CKG),
Creekside (CKS), Dilltown (DLT), Hemlock Lake County Park (HL),
Homer City (HC), Indiana (IND), Indiana Univ. of PA (IUP),
Margus L. (ML), Penn Run (PR), Pine Flats (PF), Shelocta (SHL),
West Lebanon (WL), Yellow Creek SP (YC). All reports from YC
unless otherwise noted. The Indiana CBC was held 12/26. A recordbreaking 65 species were listed. Highlights of the quarter, all at YC,
include Surf Scoter, Bald Eagle, Merlin, Red Phalarope, and
Franklin's Gull.
One to 5 Com. Loon were listed all quarter (v.o.). Piedbilled Grebe maxima were 4 at HL 10/13 (GC,KM,BM) and 22 at
YC 11/5 (BB, MH,GL). Horned Grebe arrived 10/24 (GL), but best
tally was 34 on 12/4 (BB,MH,GL). One Double-crested
Cormorant was spotted between 11/11–16 (MH,CL,GL,JS). One to
3 Great Blue Heron were listed at YC all quarter along with
reports from CKG (MC), PF (JM), and IND (GS).
Tundra Swan moved through between 11/6–12/26, with
maximum counts of 263 on 11/8 (GL) and 153 on 11/29 (CL,GL).
Canada Goose maxima included 38 at CKG 11/7 (MC), 150+ at ML
12/4 (BB,MH,GL), 247 at YC 12/17 (GL), and 75 at IND 12/19 (RH).
The CBC recorded an amazing 512, more than 11 times the 8-year
average of 45. Last Wood Duck report was 4 on 10/10 (GL). Best
Green-winged Teal count was 23 on 11/6 (MH,GL,GS), but 6 were
still listed 12/17 (GL). Am. Black Duck were found all quarter
with top count of 16 on 12/6 (GL). Mallard, too, were found in
record number on the CBC with 411 recorded. Top N. Pintail tally,
present all period, was 7 on 10/20 (BF,GL,GS). Two Blue-winged
Teal were last noted 11/17 (TBC). One N. Shoveler was seen 11/17
(TBC) and 2 on 11/29 (GL), the only reports. High Gadwall count
was 7 on 11/24 (GL,GS). Four Am. Wigeon were observed 10/1
(GL); none was reported again until 11/6–8, when 2 were seen (MH,
GL,GS). A singleton then arrived in time for the CBC. First
Canvasback reported was 1 bird at ML 19/30,31 (GL); 2 were
listed at YC 11/8 (MH, GL) and 12/29 (CL,GL). Top Ring-necked
Duck count was 39 on 11/8 (MH,GL). Four Gr. Scaup were spotted
11/5 (BB,MH,GL). Ls. Scaup dribbled through in rafts of 1–4 indiv.
between 10/24–11/24 (v.o.). Oldsquaw reports included 1 at Nolo
10/22–24 (GL), 2 at YC 11/13 (JC), and 1 there 12/28,29
(GC,CL,GL). Five Surf Scoter 11/19 was a great find (GL). Four
White-winged Scoter were recorded 11/13 (GL). Com.
Goldeneye were listed 11/5+, with best count of 7 on 12/31 (GL).
Best Bufflehead tally was 44 on 11/8 (MH,GL). Top count of
Hooded Merganser was 29 on 11/16 (MH,GL). Two Com.
Merganser were present between 11/14–24 (GL,GS,TBC). Redbreasted Merganser were reported on only 3 dates, with best
count 3 on 12/6 (GL). An amazing raft of 208 Ruddy Duck was
seen 10/24 (GL), but smaller rafts were counted at both YC and ML
throughout the quarter.
Last Turkey Vulture was spotted 10/27 (BF,GL,HS,SS).
Nine Osprey reports were received from YC, PF, Nolo, and ML
between 10/1 and 11/13, all singletons. An ad. Bald Eagle at YC
11/13 was the highlight of the day (GL). N. Harrier reports at WL,
Nolo, and YC were sporadic all quarter (v.o.). Sharp-shinned
Hawk was found at 9 locations, but Cooper's Hawk at only two.
A Red-shouldered Hawk made its appearance at YC 12/1
(GC,GL,GS). Rough-legged Hawk was listed only at YC 11/14
(GL), within minutes of the Bald Eagle sighting. A Merlin near YC
11/29 was photographed (GL).

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Red Phalarope, Yellow Creek SP, 11/10/90. Photo by Gloria
Lamer.
A first-winter Franklin's Gull was well seen at YC between
11/6– 10 (MH,ph. GL,GS et al.). Top Bonaparte's Gull count was
17 on 11/3 (GL). Ring-billed Gull numbers peaked at 194 on 11/13
(GL). Belted Kingfisher was last seen near IND 12/24 (GM) and
could not be found during the CBC. Three Red-headed
Woodpecker were observed in IND 10/4 (GS). A Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker at CKG 10/11 was the lone report (MC). Last E.
Phoebe report was 11/14 at YC (GL). Com. Raven sightings
include 1–2 sporadically near CKG (MC), 1 at HL 10/13 (GC,
BM,KM), and 1 at IND on the CBC (AC,JT et al.). Red-breasted
Nut-hatch was listed only near SHL 10/27 (MH) and at IND 12/28
(WP). Carolina Wren continues in good numbers with all-time
high of 11 on CBC. Winter Wren was at HL 10/17 (MH,BM) and at
CKG 10/20 (MC).

Franklin's Gull, Yellow Creek SP, 11/8/90. Photo by Gloria
Lamer.
E. Bluebird were present in small flocks all quarter, with 45
tallied on the CBC. Hermit Thrush observations included 1 at HL
10/13 (GC, BM,KM), 2 on the CBC (DB,DC,MC), and another at YC
12/28 (GL). Unusual was the late report of a Wood Thrush on
12/25,29 (PJ et al.). N. Mockingbird was found near IND 11/29
(TJ). Am. Pipit was found at YC between 10/30–11/16, with top
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count of 42 on 11/4 (BB,MH, GL). A N. Shrike was observed for
well over an hour 11/16 (JC,MH,GL,JS), relocated 11/24 (GL,GS),
and seen again 11/26 (GC,BF,TF) at YC. Last dates on Solitary
and Yellow-throated vireos were 10/17 at HL (MH,BM) and 10/11
at CKG (MC) respectively. Warbler reports included Magnolia at
HL 10/13 (GC,BM,KM), 2 Yellow-rumped near SHL all quarter
(MH,RH), Black-throated Green last seen at CKG 10/24 (MC), 2
Pine at HL 10/13 (GC, BM,KM), and 2 Palm at YC 10/3 (GL).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak lingered at YC till 11/4 (ES). Fox
Sparrow was listed at YC between 11/5–16 (MH,GL) and at CKG
12/28 (MC). Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at CKG 10/11 (MC).
White-crowned Sparrow was found at Nolo 10/8,11 (GL), at YC
10/23 (GL), and at CKG 11/19,20 (MC). A single Snow Bunting
flew by the shoreline at YC 10/30 (BB,MH,GL). Last Rusty
Blackbird was found 12/1 at YC (GC,GL,GS). Purple Finch were
found in smaller than normal numbers with reports from only 3
locations. Pine Siskin was listed at SHL between 10/24–11/15
(MH); at CKG (MC) between 10/26–11/19; at PR 10/26 (BF); at Nolo
between 10/27–11/14 (CL,GL); and at YC 10/39 (BB,MH, GL).
Evening Grosbeak appeared sporadically at CKG, Nolo, SHL, and
YC, with maximum count of 64 at Nolo 12/9 (CL,GL).
OBSERVERS: Steve Andrascik, Bonnie & Jim Baird, Becky
Byerly, Dick Byers, Alan Clark, Jim Clark, Joshua Conner (JCo),
Greg Cook, Dan & Marcy Cunkelman, Jim Dearing, Betsy
Fetterman, Tom Fetterman, Kevin Georg, Margaret and Roger
Higbee, RR 2 Box 166, Indiana 15701 (412-354-3493), Clayton
& Gloria Lamer, Pat Johner, Timmi Jones, Dave Little, Beth & Ken
Marshall, Gib McLaughlin, John Michny, William Peterson, Penny
Russell, John Salvetti, Ed Slovensky, Harvey Spindle, Georgette
Syster, Joe Taylor, Todd Bird Club.

JUNIATA COUNTY
Linda Whitesel
Abbreviations: Juniata R. (JR), Karl B. Guss Picnic Area
(KBG), Licking Creek (LC), Muskrat Springs Access (MSA).
One Pied-billed Grebe made a late appearance on JR near
Mifflintown 12/24 (CW), and 2 Snow Goose made a temporary stop
at the swamp near Casner's Crossing 11/22 (DW). Three Wood
Duck were still present at MSA 12/27 (MK) for the Lewistown
CBC. Seven Oldsquaw were also sighted on JR at Van Dyke 11/26
(DW).
Very welcome sightings were 2 N. Goshawk, the first near
Centre 12/6 (DW), and the second at Spectacle Gap in LC 12/23
(DH). One Rough-legged Hawk was early and must have been
migrating as it flew over LC 10/21 (LW). Ten Rough-legged Hawk
for the CBC was good (TN). Reports of Wild Turkey were many
and included the following: 30 at Hammer Hollow 11/21 (LW), 17 at
KBG 12/23 (DH), and 21 near Van Wert 12/27 (AK) for the CBC.
Two Com. Snipe were also found on the CBC at the Moses Renno
farm (MK).
Fifteen E. Screech-, 11 Great Horned, and 1 Barred owl
were the results of a lengthier and earlier effort owling for the CBC
(BW,TN). Shortly after sighting the N. Goshawk in Spectacle Gap,
DH recorded 1 Com. Raven in the nearby area, and on that road
he also saw 30+ Pine Siskin and 2 Evening Grosbeak 12/23.
Three Red-breasted Nuthatch were reported, 1 at KBG
12/23 (DH) and 2 in Walker Twp for the CBC (MK). Also uncommon
for the quarter were 2 Ruby-crowned Kinglet at KBG 12/23 (DH)
and 3 in Walker Twp for the CBC (MK). Good counts for Brown
Creeper included 3 at KBG 12/23 (DH) and 3 of same in Walker
Twp 12/27 (MK). One Winter Wren was a nice showing for the
CBC (LW).
The 129 E. Bluebird was a new high count and included 50
bluebirds found in a mixed flock with 30 Am. Robin and 5
Carolina Wren. These birds were feeding on and around a huge
clump of fallen pokeweed. Caroline Wray, the observer, said the
constantly moving colors were a beautiful sight. Two Purple Finch
were also welcome reports for the CBC near Locust Run 12/27
(MK). Margaret also reported the only Evening Grosbeak, 3, for
the CBC.
OBSERVERS: Deuane Hoffman, Amanda Kauffman,
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Margaret Kenepp, Towpath Naturalists, Dusty Weidner, Linda
Whitesel, RR 3 Box 820, Mifflintown 17059-9770 (717-4368048), Bill Womer, Caroline Wray.

LACKAWANNA COUNTY
Gerald Klebauskas
Abbreviations: Clark Summit (CS), Dalton area (DA),
Factoryville (FA), Gravel Pond (GP), L. Scranton (LS), Newton L.
(NL).
A Com. Loon was at GP 12/9 and a Pied-billed Grebe at FA
10/11, where a Great Blue Heron was noted 12/3. Waterfowl
reports include: 3 Am. Black Duck and many Mallard at GP
12/15; an Am. Wigeon on LS 11/22; an Oldsquaw and 4 Surf
Scoter on NL 10/24; 2 Bufflehead at LS 11/6 and 1 at GP 12/15;
34 Ruddy Duck at LS 10/24; 1 Hooded Merganser at GP 12/15
and 8 Com. Merganser on LS 11/11.
Reports of single hawks: Osprey at FA 11/14; N. Harrier,
Sharp-shinned and Red-tailed hawks at Ransom 12/15; Am.
Kestrel at CS 12/15. A Ring-necked Pheasant noted at CS 12/15
and 1 Wild Turkey at Glenburn 11/29. 30 Ring-billed Gull were
at LS 11/6 and ±75 at CS 12/28; a Herring Gull was at LS 12/14.
E. Screech-Owl were at DA 10/9 and FA 10/31.
An E. Kingbird was in FA 11/11 (no details –eds.) Carolina
Wren at FA 12/4 and intermittently at DA. Red-breasted
Nuthatch were nowhere to be seen compared to last year. Brown
Creeper were at FA 12/2 and DA 12/24. Ruby-crowned Kinglet
were noted at DA 10/15,22. 3 E. Bluebird were at DA 10/3 and
12/15. A Yellow-rumped Warbler was found at FA 11/11.
Rufous-sided Towhee had disappeared in DA by 10/21. First Am.
Tree Sparrow noted at DA 11/20. A Fox Sparrow was at a DA
feeder 10/20-23 and White-throated Sparrow at DA 10/9 and FA
10/22. A & Purple Finch was at DA 10/8 and another & at FA 11/5.
OBSERVERS: Derry & Nancy Bird, Rosann Bongey, Gerald
Klebauskas, RR 2 Box 2821, Factoryville 18419 (717-945-3949),
Mike Freidlin, George Mozurkewich, Sue & Tinka Zenke.

LANCASTER COUNTY
Eric Witmer
Abbreviations: Cornwall Fire Tower (CFT), Middle Creek
WMA (MC), Muddy Run, including Fisherman's Park (MR),
Susquehanna R. including the Conejohela Flats (SRCF). Over 100
observers participated on the SoLanCo CBC (SCBC) 12/16. The
Lancaster CBC (LAC) was "aided" by 9" of snow cover 12/29. The
Lititz CBC (LCBC) was held 12/30 and had quite a successful count
considering heavy fog all day.
Highlights of the period include Swainson's Hawk, Red
Phalarope, Franklin's Gull and Pennsylvania's 1st Pacific
Slope Flycatcher.
An Am. Bittern was at MC 10/14 (RM) and a lingering Great
Egret remained on a farm pond near Strasburg until 11/20 (RMS).
A White-fronted Goose was at MC 10/9 (DG); 2 others were
present 12/26–30 (RM et al.). 651 Snow Goose and 5 Wood Duck
were found on the SCBC. The % Eurasian Wigeon present near
Chestnut Level, Drumore Twp, last winter returned in late Nov.
and remained all quarter (RMS). Two & "rufous-phase" Eurasian
Wigeon were found 12/17+ near Wakefield (RMS et al.). 16 Hooded
Merganser were on MR 11/20 (RMS). 5 Red-breasted Merganser
were at MC 12/26 (RM).
Good numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawk (20) were found on
the SCBC. An imm. N. Goshawk was at MC 12/30 (HM,EP et al.).
The Red-shouldered Hawk count at CFT was way down this year
(FH et al.). A Swainson's Hawk was reported at CFT 10/14 (JG).
The only Rough-legged Hawk from CFT was 11/15 (FH).
Noteworthy was 4 Merlin by CFT 10/17. A Merlin was found on the
SCBC at Octoraro L. (LL). A Peregrine Falcon was at MC 10/21
(TK,NC). The last Baird's Sandpiper was on SRCF 10/7 (TG,EW
et al.). An Am. Woodcock was in n. Rapho Twp 12/1–10 (RM). A
Red Phalarope, only the 3rd county record, was at Holtwood Dam
on the Susquehanna R. 10/24 (RMS,JB,BH,RM).
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The previously reported (same bird?) Franklin's Gull was at
the SRCF 10/6–13 (TG,EW,JB et al.). It was seen well and
photographed. Some fortunate observers could locate the bird from
shore.

Franklin's Gull, Washington Boro,10/7/90. Photo by Eric
Witmer.

1043 Horned Lark were found on the LAC, a 2nd highest
record. The Lititz area remains a major wintering area for Am.
Crow, with 50,000 tallied on the LCBC. Carolina Wren continue
to increase, SCBC tallied an all-time high 233. A House Wren was
found near Millersville 12/29 (TK,NC). A Marsh Wren was along
Chickies Cr. near Mt. Joy 10/16 (JH). Only 4 Ruby-crowned
Kinglet were found on the three CBCs. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
was near Washington Boro 12/29 (LC). A Gray-cheeked Thrush
was at Providence Twp 10/12 (JP,EP). Deep snow cover yielded an
all-time high count of 102 Am. Pipit for the LAC. A shrike sp. was
at Mt. Joy 12/14 (JH); (a N. Shrike was found by JH 1/5 nearby). A
Connecticut Warbler was at Providence Twp 10/14 (JP, EP). The
4th Dec. record of Wilson's Warbler was found on the SCBC in
Fulton Twp (EW,JW,TG,FH). A high count of 21 Rufous-sided
Towhee was on the LCBC. Dark-eyed Junco were reported from
the CFT 10/7, about 2 weeks later than normal (FH). 150 Snow
Bunting were found in Clay Twp 12/1 (RM,TK), 21 were on the
LAC (the first since 1977). No major movement of northern finches
was reported, only small numbers of Purple Finch and Pine
Siskin, and a few Evening Grosbeak in early/mid-Dec. near
Lancaster and Mt. Joy (LH,JH).
OBSERVERS: Jerry Book, Nancy Clupper, Larry Coble, Don
Garner, Tom Garner, Jay George, Barb & Frank Haas (FHa), Fred
Habegger, Lloyd Hassel, Jonathan Heller, Keath Leidich, Larry
Lewis, Tom Kurtz, Joe Meloney, Randy Miller, Harold Morrin, Ed
& Jo Pederson, Steve Santner, Robert M. Schutsky, Jan Witmer,
Eric Witmer, 805 Pointview Ave, Ephrata 17522 (717-7331138).

Six Barred Owl were at Octoraro L. 10/10 (RMS); another
was found on the LAC near County Central Park. A N. Saw-whet
Owl was picked up dead along the roadside at MR (KL). Single
Red-headed Woodpecker were found on the SCBC and LCBC
near Brunnerville (FH). An all-time high count of 10 Pileated
Woodpecker was made on the SCBC.

LAWRENCE COUNTY
Robert M. Walczak
Abbreviations: Bessemer area (BA), Frew Mill Rd (FMR),
McConnell's Mill SP (MM), Mount Jackson area (MJA), New Castle
area (NCA), Neshannock Cr. (NC), Volant area (VA), Vosler Rd
(VR), Wampum area (WA). Our CBC was held 12/15.
A Great Blue Heron was in NC 11/23 (BD). Over 450
Canada Goose flying over NCA 12/24 (BD) was the max. seen.
300+ Mallard were at VR & VA 10/2 (BD) and 30+ stayed on NC all
quarter (DW, RW). 7 Blue-winged Teal were at VA 10/2 (BD).
Waterfowl numbers were especially low during fall migration.
An imm. N. Harrier was at BA 12/28 (BD,RW) and another
in WA 12/28 (RW). Single Sharp-shinned Hawk were in NCA
12/27 (DW,RW) and in BA 12/28 (BD,RW) and a Cooper's Hawk
in WA 12/27 (BD,RW). Still receiving reports of a leucistic Redtailed Hawk in BA 11/10 (BD). Rough-legged Hawk reports
were of 1 dark- and 2 light-phase in BA 11/10 (BD) and a lightphase there 11/12 (HB,BD,SM,LW). 3 Am. Kestrel in VA 10/2 (BD)
and 1 in BA 12/28 (BD,RW). 15 Wild Turkey were on the CBC
(BD,RW) and 11 Killdeer were seen in BA 11/10 (BD).
The most exciting find was the appearance of Shorteared Owl. They have been found in 3 locations, all reclaimed
strip mine areas. Four were seen at VA 12/2+ (NR), and
increased to 5 by 12/5 (BD,SM). Five were found in WA 12/9+
(BD). This area has been searched for the past two years and
this was our 1st record for this area. One was seen in WA 12/30
(RW). More information follows next quarter on this special
species.

Pacific Slope Flycatcher, E. Drumore Twp., 12/20/90.
Photo by Randy Miller.
The most amazing find of the period was of a "Yellowbellied/ Western" type flycatcher in East Drumore Twp on the
SCBC (HM,JM). The bird was located the next a.m. and was
studied, photographed and tape recorded. The bird was
identified as a Pacific Slope Flycatcher (F&BHa,RMS,SS,LL
et al.). Fortunately it remained until 12/26 and many birders
got to see and hear it. When accepted by P.O.R.C. it constitutes
a 1st Pennsylvania record and the 1st documented east of the
Mississippi. (See separate articles on pages 135 and 142.)
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A flock of 120+ Chimney Swift migrated over NCA 10/13
(BD). Numbers of Belted Kingfisher seemed very low this year.
Two Red-bellied Woodpecker were seen in NCA 10/6,14
(DW,RW,BD) and 2 on VR 11/23 (BD). 2 N. Flicker were in MJA
12/24 (BD).
Two E. Phoebe were found in NCA 10/2 (BD). 200+ Horned
Lark were in BA 11/10 increased to 500+ 12/28 (BD,RW), and 30+
on VR 12/5 (BD). Four Brown Creeper were found at MM for the
CBC (BD,RW), plus another in BA 12/24 (BD). Carolina Wren
were seen as late as 12/28 in BA (BD,RW). 8 Golden-crowned
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Kinglet were in NCA 11/23 (BD) and 20 were in MM for the CBC
(BD,RW). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet was noted in NCA 10/14 (BD).
8 E. Bluebird were in NCA 10/2 and 12 in MJA 12/24 (BD). Five
Hermit Thrush were found by BD 10/14, 2 in NCA and 3 on FMR.
An Am. Pipit in BA 12/28 (BD,RW).
Single Nashville, Magnolia, and Cape May and 12 Yellowrumped warblers were seen in NCA 10/2 (BD). A Com.
Yellowthroat was found in NCA 10/2 (BD). 3 Rufous-sided
Towhee were seen in NCA 10/13,14 (BD). About 30 Am. Tree
Sparrow were in NCA 11/23 (BD) and at least 20 were in BA 12/28
(BD,RW). 15 Song Sparrow were in NCA 11/23 (BD). Only 1
White-throated Sparrow in NCA 10/2 and 3 in MJA 12/24 (BD).
First Dark-eyed Junco was in VA 10/19 (NR), with 75+ in NCA
11/23 (BD), and 50+ in MJA 12/24 (BD). Mild weather brought a
moderate number of Tree Sparrows and lots of juncos. A Lapland
Longspur was found in BA 11/10 along with 35 Snow Bunting
(BD). On 11/12 1 longspur and 1 bunting were in BA
(HB,BD,SM,LW) and 1 bunting was found there 12/24. Five
buntings were on VR 12/5 (BD).
The first Pine Siskin was at a feeder in NCA 11/8 (BD); 3
there 11/13,16 (BD). Two & Evening Grosbeak were seen 11/13,16
at a NCA feeder (BD). The high count for them was 25 at a VA
feeder 12/5 (NR).
OBSERVERS: Harriett Bauer, Barb Dean, Shirley McCarl,
Nancy Rodgers, Dorothy & Robert M. Walczak, 3556 Ellwood
Rd, New Castle 16101 (412-656-0201), Lorraine Weiland.

forms, probably B. c. hutchinsii (PM et al.). Two Canvasback
remained through Dec. (m.ob.) and a high number, 30, Ringnecked Duck were at the lake in MG late Dec. (SS,HJS).
Vultures are clearly increasing in numbers locally. Over 200,
including about 20 Black Vulture were found in the now
traditional MG roost 12/25 (HJS). On 11/8, a total of 77 Turkey
Vulture were in sight simultaneously at the SM (MC,SS). A N.
Goshawk was found 12/25 in SGL (HJS). On 10/17, 13 species of
raptors (not including the two vultures) were seen at SM. Of the
regularly occurring species, only Rough-legged Hawk was missed
that day (MC).
Am. Woodcock may occur sporadically in winter, but it is
never reported; 1 seen 12/28 in SGL (JH) was the 1st winter record.
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker are not too common in fall and early
winter in the woods locally, so 1 which was seen several times in a
backyard in Palmyra from 10/30 to at least 12/29 was more
unusual. Warbler migration barely continued into Oct. A Nashville
Warbler seen 10/21 in SGL was distinctly late (SS). Purple Finch
were seen by many in small numbers all quarter, although none
could be found for the CBC. Evening Grosbeak has almost
stopped wintering here. This year there were scattered reports: 6
were in SGL 11/18 (RM) and, after a three-year absence, 1 was
found for the CBC at Levitz Park (SS).
OBSERVERS: Morris Cox, Pat McElhenny, Jack Hubley,
Jane & Ken Light, Randy Miller, Steve Santner, 3 Overbrook
Village Green Apts, Elizabethtown 17022 (717-367-5857),
Harold & Joan Silagy.

LEBANON COUNTY
LEHIGH COUNTY
Steve Santner
Bernie Morris
Abbreviations: Memorial L. (ML), Mt. Gretna (MG), Second
Mt. Hawk Watch (SM), SGL 145 (SGL).
The final quarter was mostly uneventful for local birders. The
weather remained relatively warm, although wet, allowing lakes to
stay unfrozen through New Year's Day. This resulted in a few more
waterfowl remaining in the area than usual. The Lebanon CBC was
held 12/15. Due to moderate to heavy rain which kept many
observers from spending much time in the field, only 57 species
were seen. This total for this count, while not really low, might
have been 5–10 species higher with good weather. The bird of the
quarter was the Brant at ML 10/28 (PM et al.).

Brant, Memorial Lake SP, 10/28/90. Photo by Randy Miller.
Both Pied-billed and Horned grebes were at ML off and on
through Dec. (RM,SS). Also at ML 10/28 were: 1 Snow Goose and
several hundred Canada Goose, including 1 of the very small
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Abbreviations: Allentown CBC (ABC), Applewood (AW), Bake
Oven Knob (BOK).
The overall migration this fall was fair to middling for most
species. The only bright spot was good flights of Osprey, falcons,
eagles, and accipiters. Nine species counted in record high
numbers on the ABC held 12/15: 23 Great Blue Heron, 4 Wood
Duck, 109 Ring-billed Gull, 2454 Mourning Dove, 75 Am.
Pipit, 566 N. Cardinal, 472 Song Sparrow, and 2830 Dark-eyed
Junco.
A Ruddy Duck was at L. Muhlenberg, a small city pond in
Allen-town, 11/24 (BLM). Some BOK highlights include: on 10/6, 59
Osprey, 752 Sharp-shinned Hawk, and 9 Peregrine Falcon
were counted (WB). On 10/7, Brock had 12 species of raptors in a
single hour (12-1 EST). This is probably a record for this spot. A
late Broad-winged Hawk went by 10/20 (m.ob.). Rough-legged
Hawk were seen in relatively good numbers. On 10/9 6 Merlin flew
by (WB). 25 Cooper's Hawk and an early N. Goshawk were seen
10/14, and 124 Red-tailed, 8 Red-shouldered, 4 goshawks and 3
Golden Eagle were seen 10/28 (GLF). An Am. Woodcock was
seen flying at AW 11/3 (PE,BLM) and a Com. Snipe was found on
the ABC.
A N. Saw-whet Owl was found at the Rodale Farm in
Emmaus 11/1 (BLM,PE). A Barn Owl found on the ABC was the
1st since 1979 (GLF). A Snowy Owl was found at the ABE Airport
12/29 (DGer). It was subsequently learned there were actually two
there, and that at least 1 was present since late Nov. Their
presence made the Allentown Call-Chronicle and 1 was
photographed by Fran Kittek for the newspaper. Two Long-eared
and 1 Barred owl were found on the Hamburg CBC held 12/30
(FB,PE,JH). A late Com. Nighthawk was in Allentown 10/6
(DGer), and a Red-headed Woodpecker was seen in Emmaus
11/1 (JH). A Carolina Chickadee was seen and heard at a feeder
in Emmaus on the ABC (JH). A record late Veery was seen at AW
10/21 (PE,BLM). A late Gray Catbird was noted 11/4 (PE). A late
Yellow-throated Vireo was seen at AW 10/2 (PE). A very late
Ovenbird was seen near BOK 10/14 (DGer).
Lincoln's Sparrow were at AW 11/11 (PE) and at
Cedarbrook 10/21 (PE,BLM). White-crowned Sparrow were
found at AW 11/23 (PE). Ten Red-winged Blackbird, 8 Rusty
Blackbird, and a N. Oriole were found in Allentown on the ABC
(BT). A very early Snow Bunting flew by BOK 10/20 (m.ob.). Very
few of the good "northern finches" were reported; only 12 Purple
Finch and 2 Evening Grosbeak were counted on the ABC.
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OBSERVERS: Wes Beltz, Fritz Brock, Pauline England, Gary
L. Freed, Dan Gerlach (DGer), Jason Horn, Bernard L. Morris,
825 N Muhlenberg St, Allentown 18104 (215-435-9134), Barrett
Transue.

LUZERNE COUNTY
Bill Reid
Abbreviations: Harveys L. (HL), Kirby Park (KP).
A Red-throated Loon was at HL 11/11 (JH,JS). Com. Loon
records were low with only 2 reports of single birds, both from HL,
11/19–25 (KC,WR) and 12/22 (WE). Three Horned Grebe were at
HL 11/7–12 (JH,WR,JS). Four Tundra Swan at HL 11/23 (WR,JS)
were unusual. Two N. Pintail were at HL 12/15 (JH,EJ) and an
Am. Wigeon was at KP 10/27 (WR). A Canvasback and 20 Ringnecked Duck were at L. Silkworth 11/11 (JH,JS). The first Ls.
Scaup reported were 2 at HL 10/28 (JH). An unusual report was
that of 8 Oldsquaw on a small pond at Mt. Zion 11/10 (BT). No
scoters were found. Ruddy Duck was noted at HL 10/28–11/10
(JH,JS).
A Sharp-shinned Hawk regularly visited a feeder at
Conyngham all quarter, and on 12/28 there was a Cooper's Hawk
at the same feeder (AG,MG). A late Com. Snipe was flushed at
Forty Fort 12/7 (WR). Am. Coot numbers at HL reached 50 by midDec., down from the total of about 80 birds at that time in recent
years. A Bonaparte's Gull, unusual in fall, was present at HL 12/7
(WR). Flocks of gulls have been scarce during the past few years;
hence, it was encouraging to see 20 Herring Gull in a flock of
about 400 Ring-bills at HL 11/12 (WR).

Great Horned Owl; 1 Short-eared Owl; 4 Belted Kingfisher;
10 Red-bellied Woodpecker; 6 Pileated Woodpecker; 1 E.
Phoebe; 1 Com. Raven; 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch; 3 Brown
Creeper; 3 Ruby-crowned Kinglet; 1 Hermit Thrush; 2
Yellow-rumped Warbler; 1 White-crowned Sparrow; 2 Redwinged Blackbird; 2 E. Meadowlark; 2 Com. Grackle.
Other observations included: a Great Blue Heron in PR 11/2.
On 12/2 Com. Goldeneye were seen at RVL. A Red-bellied
Woodpecker visited a JS feeder 11/21–23 and noted that Blackcapped Chickadee seemed in "invasion" numbers (G&PS).
Carolina Wren were present in MA and PR all quarter. Goldencrowned Kinglet were seen 11/4 in PR and Ruby-crowned 10/8.
Rufous-sided Towhee were seen also in PR 10/8. Pine Siskin
were in MA 11/1 and in PR 11/3; G&PS saw them only 3 times all
quarter. Evening Grosbeak were in PR 11/4,25 and 12/1, and 7
birds in JS 11/21 (P&GS).
On 11/22, a flock of House Finch were feeding and one
& I noticed had a mostly white crown. This observation was
made at my parents' home in MA. Ed Reish, who lives in UFT,
also noticed this occurrence at his feeding station. (We have
noted several leucistic individuals at our feeders and in the
field. Leucisism seems to be common in the eastern population
of House Finch, highly variable and possibly diet related. -eds.)
OBSERVERS: Wesley Egli, PO Box 381, Picture Rocks
17762 (717-584-2222), Lycoming Audubon Society CBC members,
Glenna & Paul Schwalbe.

MC KEAN COUNTY
The most unusual record for the season was that of 6
Forster's Tern on the river at W. Pittston 10/18–19 (PS,WR).
The terns, which were discovered by Pete Sidari, and which I
saw, were the 1st that I have ever seen in n.e. Pa., where I
have been birding since 1950. All field notes, such as the silvery
primaries and the black eye/ear patch, which did not include
the nape, were noted (WR).
Horned Lark have been very scarce this fall. Red-breasted
Nuthatch numbers have been low; 1 was regular at a feeder in
Dallas 11/10+ (EJ). Two Palm Warbler were seen at KP 10/19
(WR). Am. Tree Sparrow numbers were higher this season; the
earliest report was from Huntsville 11/2 where 2 were seen in a
flock containing 6 species of sparrows. Also in the flock was a very
late Lincoln's Sparrow (WR). Unusual for its location was a
Savannah Sparrow at KP 10/19 (WR). There were 2 Snow
Bunting reports: a small flock at Ricketts Glen SP 10/39 (WE), and
a single bird at Wyoming 12/15 (TB). Pine Siskin were regular in
small numbers at a feeder in Dallas 11/10+ (EJ), but throughout the
county numbers were far below those of 1989–90. Twelve Evening
Grosbeak were at Shavertown 11/20 (JH), but generally scarce.
OBSERVERS: Terry Baltimore, Kevin Crilley, William Evans,
Alan & Monica Gregory, Jim Hoyson, Edwin Johnson, William
Reid, 73 W Ross St, Wilkes-Barre 18702 (717-836-2525), Jim
Shoemaker, Pete Sidari, Bruce Troy.

Linda D. Ordiway
Abbreviations: Derrick City (DC), Gilbert Lane (GL), Red
Bridge (RB), Sugar Run (SR), Willow Bay (WB). I'm back home now
teaching and send thanks to those who helped with birds while I
was at Lock Haven Univ. I wish they would continue to send things
my way.
This quarter could definitely be summed up as very sporadic.
The birds were either hit or miss. A Com. Loon was seen at WB
10/28 and 6 Pied-billed Grebe were at RB 11/17. Four Great
Blue Heron were at RB 11/17 and 3 at GL 11/22. A flock of 56
Tundra Swan flew over the compiler's home 12/22, identified by
her father (he's learning!). A pair of Wood Duck at Willow Dale
pond shared it with the Peking ones. Sixteen Gr. Scaup were at
WB 12/23. A White-winged Scoter was seen in flight at Chapel
Bay 11/4 (LC). At WB 12/23 were 26 Com. Goldeneye, while 32
Com. Merganser (20 %, 12 &) were at RB.
Osprey were within the Bradford city limits Oct–Nov.,
mostly working the Tuna Cr. from the mall and concentrating
nearer the Kendall Refining Co. Sharp-shinned Hawk were
reported "bothering" bird feeders in town. Am. Kestrel were found
in Sergeant, one of the few places in McKean with open fields.
Ruffed Grouse were 'aplenty. A flock of 23 Wild Turkey was
reported near Kane. On 10/21, 2 Herring Gull were among the
Ring-billed Gull at WB. E. Screech-Owl reported at WB and SR,
while Great Horned were at RB and SR, and Barred at Minard
Run.

LYCOMING COUNTY

Did you ever think that the birds must really be eating
your sunflower seeds while you were at work? My Mom did
until they saw two eyes, a black nose and a very pink tongue.
A Black Bear was eating the seeds out of a small window feeder
by our living room. His front paw measured 5x5". Hey, it was
a free meal!

Wesley Egli
Abbreviations: Jersey Shore (JS), Muncy area (MA), Picture
Rocks area (PR), Rose Valley L. (RVL), Upper Fairfield Twp (UFT).
Lycoming's CBC was held 12/16. A total of 64 species was
confirmed and 9671 indiv. counted. Notable sightings were: 2 Great
Blue Heron; 3 Am. Black Duck; 1 Am. Wigeon; 2 Oldsquaw; 7
Bufflehead; 3 Hooded Merganser; 1 N. Harrier; 5 Sharpshinned Hawk; 4 Cooper's Hawk; 5 Rough-legged Hawk; 1
Ring-necked Pheasant; 50 Wild Turkey; 7 E. Screech-Owl; 3

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Belted Kingfisher were noted hanging around all quarter,
and a N. Flicker noted 10/24. Three Com. Raven were at White
Throat Swamp 11/17. Golden-crowned Kinglet were among
Black-capped Chickadee in DC. Am. Tree Sparrow were in and
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out of feeders in Willow Cr. area. A Fox Sparrow was in DC the
month of Nov. Six White-crowned Sparrow were at GL 11/17.
Eight Red Crossbill were in the hemlocks and pines at RB 12/28.
Pine Siskin were noted from mid-Nov. to mid-Dec., then gone.
First flock of 13 Evening Grosbeak were seen 11/15, now
everywhere.
OBSERVERS: Linda Christenson, Madeline Miles, Linda
Ordiway, 72 Gilbert Ln, Bradford 16701 (814-368-7464).

MERCER COUNTY

Late warblers were a Magnolia at HA 10/3; a Blackthroated Blue at HA 10/3,14; a Pine at MR 10/6 (HB,LW), and the
usual Yellow-rumped, 12 lingering at HA from 10/11–11/3 until
their supply of poison ivy berries was exhausted. Dark-eyed
Junco was late: arrival date at HA was 10/15, and at GC it was
10/18 (HB,LW). One "Oregon" (no details —eds.) was at MR 10/18
(HB,LW), and 1 at a GC feeder 12/9,16 (HB). One Purple Finch
was at GC 11/3, 12/1,2 (HB). One Evening Grosbeak (absent last
winter) found at GC feeder 12/7 and 3 were there 12/8 (SM).
OBSERVERS: Harriett Bauer, Barb Dean, Shirley McCarl,
Marty McKay, 2320 Valley View Rd, Sharpsville 16150 (412962-7476), Jerry McWilliams, Rose Noll, Loraine Weiland.

Marty McKay
MIFFLIN COUNTY
Abbreviations: Grove City area (GC), Hermitage area (HA),
Millbrook Rd. (MR), Saguallas Ponds (SP), Shenango River Res.
(SRR), Willow Pond (WP).
Pied-billed Grebe were found at SP as follows: one 10/6, two
10/28, and two 11/27 (HB,SM,LW) and 2 at SRR 11/2. Eleven
Double-crested Cormorant were at SRR 11/2, but none
thereafter. SP hosted a Black-crowned Night-Heron 10/27–11/18
(HB,SM,RN,LW). Thirty Tundra Swan were at SP 10/28, 40 were
headed N toward SRR 11/17, two groups of 9 were at WP 11/18
(HB,SM,LW), and 6 were at SP 12/6 (SM). Mixed in with a flock of
Canada Goose were 2 Snow Goose at WP 11/18 (HB,SM,LW). A
good variety of waterfowl was noted throughout the quarter: Wood
Duck at HA; up to 12 Green-winged Teal at SP; Am. Black
Duck at SRR and SP; 500+ Mallard at SP; Am. Wigeon at SP; up
to 100 Ring-necked Duck at WP; Ls. Scaup at WP; Com.
Goldeneye at SRR; Bufflehead at SRR, HA and SP; up to 14
Hooded Merganser at SP and SRR; Com. Merganser and
Ruddy Duck at SP.
One Turkey Vulture was seen at MR 10/6 (HB,LW), 2 at L.
Wilhelm 10/21, and 2 at HA 10/25. An Osprey was at SP
10/23–11/28 and on the last date it was joined by a second one
(HB,SM, RN,LW). A Sharp-shinned Hawk was on the ground
near a GC feeder hunting shrews 11/17 (SM), and another was at
HA 12/6 eyeing feeder visitors. An imm. Cooper's Hawk was also
present at HA as a feeder predator 10/19 and 11/19. An Am.
Kestrel was at MR 10/6 (HB,LW), and a Merlin was spotted at
SRR 11/30. Two Wild Turkey were near Rt. 80 10/16 (BD).
One to 4 Am. Coot were found at SP 10/27–28
(HB,SM,RN,LW). The 17 Killdeer in a freshly plowed field at HA
10/19 increased in numbers at this staging area to 23 on 11/4 when
they were observed bathing in a ditch, and then to 75+ on 11/8. A
Solitary Sandpiper and 1 Common Snipe were found at MR
10/6 (HB,LW). An Am. Woodcock was at HA 10/24. Two red-phase
E. Screech-Owl are reported from locations at HA beginning in
mid-Dec. One frequently roosts in a Wood Duck box; the other, in
a tree hole one mile distant.
One Red-headed Woodpecker was at MR 10/6 (HB,LW). A
Pile-ated Woodpecker was at HA 12/7, and another at SP 12/8
(HB,LW). A Carolina Chickadee visited a GC feeder 11/3 (HB). A
Red-breasted Nuthatch showed up at a GC feeder 11/25+, and
was joined by a second bird 12/16+ (HB). Still another started
visiting a HA feeder 11/19+. Two questions arise. Are these the
same birds present at the same feeders last year? Are Red-breasted
Nuthatches becoming more of a feeder bird?
(Perhaps some of our banders can elaborate on the site fidelity
of this species. We would venture to say that where feeding stations
are located near conifers there would be more of a chance of them
taking the opportunity of "easy pickings" and that feeder watchers
in open habitat would consider it a "rare" visitor. We welcome
others' comments. —eds.)
The 2 Carolina Wren that arrived at a HA location this
summer are still being observed daily. Another was reported at GC
12/16 (HB).
There were good flights of Golden-crowned Kinglet at HA
10/6–11/4. Noteworthy is the fact that Golden-crowned always seem
to outnumber Ruby-crowned 25:1 in the fall at HA and in spring the
reverse is true. Spotted-breasted thrushes moved through HA in
mid-Oct: 1 Gray-cheeked 10/14; 1 Swainson's 10/13; 1 Hermit
10/13,14 and 3 10/15; and 1 Wood 10/13. About 150 Cedar
Waxwing were at SRR 11/19,30. The "best" sightings were of N.
Shrike spotted by the able team of Bauer and Weiland at Bestick
Rd. 12/8 and at L. Wilhelm 11/3 (JM).

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Margaret Kenepp
Abbreviations: Jack's Mt. (JM). All sightings by compiler in
local area of Bratton Twp area unless otherwise noted.
Wood Duck were seen in great numbers on the Juniata R.
11/20 (MK) and 12/4 (GL). Two Black Vulture were seen 11/7 (CS).
Single N. Harrier were noted 10/10 (MK). Grove did some hawk
watching at JM and his best day was 10/27 when he saw: 1 N.
Harrier, 4 Sharp-shinned Hawk, 50+ Red-tailed and 5+ Roughlegged. He also witnessed a 5-minute aerial dogfight between a
Red-tail and Red-shouldered hawk over Big Valley 11/17.
On 12/8 as our neighbor, Thelma Kanagy, entered our yard
with a beautiful little bouquet of fall flowers, she glanced around
and quickly drew our attention to 2 Wild Turkey coming out of the
corn field crossing the stream and cautiously strolled along the
fence row and into the woods. Last report from neighbors was that
they also survived the hunting season. Herring Gull are regularly
seen in good numbers over the Juniata R. in Dec. Usually we had
2 Red-bellied Woodpecker frequenting the suet in Nov. and Dec.
A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was noted 12/26 (AK). Both Downy
and Hairy woodpecker counts seem up here (MK) and on JM (GG).
Pileated Woodpecker reports were excellent. One on JM 12/8
(GG). And during the three weeks of hunting season in Dec., Melvin
Adams observed 3 searching noisily among the trees. He said they
were so colorful and interesting and sooo noisy! But he still got his
deer, even though he has been confined to a wheelchair for some
time. And Ron Moon related of watching a pair all quarter near
Granville.
All during the month of Dec. we had visits from a Redtailed Hawk, frequent visits from a Sharp-shinned Hawk and
one visit from a Cooper's Hawk at the window feeder. It is
interesting in that they come in and flush the birds and only
take a bird on the wing. We have witnessed the Yellow-rumped
Warbler, a N. Cardinal, and a Dark-eyed Junco fall after
crashing into the large window above the feeder and each time
the struggling, still alive bird was left unclaimed. Needless to
say I applied all my first-aid tactics (blowing air in the bird's
face, placing them in a brown paper bag to recover) but to no
avail. It is very easy at times to detect a hawk's presence by the
sudden flight of most of the birds. However some just freeze
and sit very still. I have never seen the bird which sits still
being taken. It is interesting watching the survival of the
fittest. If we could only have them dine on some of our most
persistent starlings as they drag away all of the suet, I would
be pleased.
E. Phoebe was last heard 10/16. Com. Raven were seen in
corn-stubbled fields all Dec. A Winter Wren was on JM 11/8 (GG).
Carolina Wren moved into the winter sleeping quarters 11/2.
Again, I proceeded to beautify and insulate the flower hanger with
sprigs of pine and placed it well back on the side porch. The two
residents are regulars at feeding areas and especially on suet and
around the house and garage window frames and under the eaves
hunting for those pesky spiders, eggs of insects, etc. We are happy
with their habits. The flock of 10–11 E. Bluebird have been
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observed going into the boxes for winter protection during most of
Dec. They have visited the feeder occasionally, however the berries
and rose hips are abundant on the stream bank where they are
spending a lot of time. Am. Robin were last seen 10/28.
A good number of Am. Tree, White-throated, and Whitecrowned sparrows joined the cardinals, juncos, and woodpeckers
in the backyard feeding areas 11/11,14. We estimated ±150 birds
those days. A Purple Finch visited 10/8. House Finch numbers
are as usual...HIGH. Pine Siskin were seen 12/10 (AK). Evening
Grosbeak visited us 12/6 and CS had them 11/19.
OBSERVERS: Melvin Adams, Greg Grove, Amanda
Kauffman, Margaret Kenepp, RR 2 Box 343, McVeytown 17051
(717-899-6252), Grace Latherow, Catherine Snyder.

MONROE COUNTY
Rick Wiltraut
Report for July to Sep. 1990.
A Pied-billed Grebe was at Long Pond 8/26 (BL,PS). This
area seems suitable for breeding. Two Blue-winged Teal were at
Long Pond 8/26 (BL,PS) and a Bald Eagle was at Skytop 7/2–17
(JS). Another was seen there 8/27 (JS). Two pair of N. Goshawk
nested in Tobyhanna Twp (PS). A family of 11 Wild Turkey was
seen throughout Aug. & Sep. at Skytop (JS). A Barred Owl was
seen at Jonas 7/8 (RZ). An Olive-sided and a Yellow-bellied
flycatcher were seen at Long Pond 8/26 (BL,PS) and a Com. Raven
was seen in Tobyhanna 9/21 (JS).
OBSERVERS: Bob Lewis, John Serrao, Phil Street, Rick
Wiltraut, 205 Washington St, Nazareth 18064 (215-759-5184).
Corrigendum: "Two N. Harrier nests" reported in Apr-Jun
1990 report should read "Two N. Goshawk nests."
Report for Oct-Dec 1990.
A late Nashville Warbler fed with a flock of kinglets at
Jonas 10/21 (RZ).
OBSERVER: Richard ZainEldeen.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Neal Thorpe
Abbreviations: Green Lane Res. (GLR), Fort Washington SP
(FWSP), Schuylkill R. (SR), Unami Creek valley (UCV) Upper
Perkiomen Valley Park (UPVP), Valley Forge National Historical
Park (VFNP).
The warm Oct. weather meant delays in some arrivals and
departures, with movement continuing from mid-Oct. into early
Nov. RG describes three days of "big movement" in mid-Oct. around
his Perkiomenville house, when arriving kinglet, white-throated
sparrow and junco coincided with departing phoebe, bluejay
and towhee. BF, who maintains about 10 feeding stations in his SR
valley yard at Mont Clare, counted 24 species visiting them 11/8,
including an ad. Sharp-shinned Hawk, a Winter Wren and 4
Pine Siskin. (Later that month 2 flying squirrels were attracted to
his nesting boxes.) Highlights included single Oldsquaw at GLR
11/24 and 12/24 (GLF) and a lucky streak of owls heard by GLF in
the UCV while on the Upper Bucks CBC 12/16: 10 E. Screech-, 7
Great Horned, 1 Barred and 1 Saw-whet–all this after having
a Short-eared visit his GLR home 11/12. An imm. Red-headed
Woodpecker was at FWSP 10/14 by W&NM—the 1st they had
ever seen there; and another, in Upper Providence Twp off Yeager
Rd. (just w. of Rt 113), was first spied in mid-Nov. This one, also an
imm., stayed through the quarter, and could readily be seen flying
from a cornfield to a stand of trees along a small stream, stuffing
corn kernels into tree holes. Ir has been supplied with suet for the
winter, and m.ob. have watched the head turning visibly redder.
Both birds follow a first-within-memory sighting of a Red-headed
Woodpecker above the SR, also in Upper Providence Twp, last
spring.

PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

RG's yard was still being visited occasionally by a Pileated
Woodpecker and another was in the UCV on the 12/16 CBC
(GLF). And perhaps the most surprising example of lingering
summer species was the singing Marsh Wren seen and heard by
KC at GLR 10/14 from only 6 ft away. Finally, a small bird that had
puzzled the non-birder owner of a feeder for weeks was identified
12/9 as a Pine Warbler (AD).
One to 2 Com. Loon were intermittently at GLR from
10/10+. The last Double-crested Cormorant left there 10/31 (KC)
and a Great Egret was seen 10/13 (GLF). 200+ Snow Goose flew
over FWSP 11/18 (W& NM); 1 "blue" at VFNP 12/29 (GLF). Wood
Duck in flocks of up to 27 were flying over GLR and gathering in
silt basins in the SR valley the last week of Oct. The arrivals of
dabbling ducks were about normal except for the total absence of N.
Pintail GLR, following their long decline. A N. Shoveler was at
UPVP 11/22 (KC), and either the same (another?) at GLR 11/27
(GLF); a Canvasback was at GLR 12/24 (GLF). Bufflehead predominated among the divers, with Com. Merganser slow in
arriving, but from end-Nov. on from 25-35 Hooded Merganser
were again crowding into the small lake at UPVP.
The 2 Red-shouldered Hawk that nested in RG's yard last
summer are still being seen occasionally. A Merlin at GLR was
first noticed 10/9 (KC), and is using the same tree as last winter for
a lookout over open fields; another was in the SR valley off Rt 113
12/7 (CF,NT) and another downriver in VFNP, was seen on the
Audubon CBC 12/29 (GLF). A Ruffed Grouse was flushed at GLR
11/23 (GLF)—a surprise there, although they can be found in hills
not too far away. Wild Turkey continue there, and a last Virginia
Rail of the summer's small population was there 10/9 (KC).
Only a handful of unexceptional shorebirds was at brimming
GLR through Oct; even Killdeer were largely washed out, although
a few Com. Snipe present—the last seen 11/18 (NT). Ring-billed
Gull began moving into GLR, UPVP and the SR toward the end of
Nov. Among 100+ ring-bills at GLR in early Dec. were a few
Herring and a max. of 2 Great Black-backed (KC). A Blackbilled Cuckoo was at GLR 10/6 (GAF). A Barn Owl continues to
be readily seen at GLR by looking up a silo belonging to
accomodating owners, and the dusk spectacle of 3+ Short-eared
Owl there, enjoyed by so many last winter, had returned by the end
of the year. A Com. Nighthawk at FWSP 10/14 (W&NM) and a
Chimney Swift at GLR 10/5 (KC) were further examples of
warm-weather laggards. An E. Phoebe was in the Oaks silt basin
in the SR valley 12/26-27 (BF,NT). On the 28th it snowed, and not
seen there-after. Reports of such wintering species as Redbreasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, and
Hermit Thrush were widely dis-persed and about normal; 4
Winter Wren were counted in the UCV 12/16 (GLF). Gray Catbird
and Brown Thrasher were also seen here and there through Dec.
Ten Am. Pipit were at GLR 10/27 (GLF). GAF had a Palm
Warbler at GLR 10/21, and RG saw the last warbler in his yard, an
Am. Redstart, 10/16. Rufous-sided Towhee were unusually
evident through Oct., with 1 reported in the UCV 12/16 (GLF).
Other lingerers were a Chipping Sparrow in FWSP 12/8 (W&NM)
and 5 Bobolink at GLR 10/14 (KC). Savannah, Fox and Swamp
sparrows were all reported in good numbers at GLR during Nov. E.
Meadowlark seem to be holding onto their comeback at GLR, with
up to 12 seen 12/8 (GLF). There was only one report of Rusty
Blackbird, 2 at FWSP 10/27 (W&NM), but KC noticed a
single-species flock of 1500+ departing Com. Grackle moving over
Upper Salford Twp 10/19. From 5–9 Purple Finch were at RG's
Perkiomenville feeder from 10/22+, 3–8 were wintering at GLR
(GLF,KC) and 3 at FWSP (W&NM), and a pair spent three days in
BF's Mont Clare yard in late Nov. Pine Siskin showed briefly but
didn't stay: 7 at RG's feeders 11/2-3 only; 3-4 in Mont Clare 11/8
and 2 there 11/11 (BF,NT).
OBSERVERS: Kevin Crilley, Anthony DeBonis, Christine
Faude, Bob Fetterman, George A. Franchois, Gary L. Freed, Ron
Grubb, William & Naomi Murphy, Neal Thorpe, Box Q, Mont
Clare 19453 (215-933-2127).
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MONTOUR COUNTY
Allen Schweinsberg
A Snow Goose was at the PP&L Ash Basin 10/17 (CS). On
10/13, there were 3 Gadwall (4 were present on the 12/22
Bloomsburg CBC), Redhead, and a Black Scoter at the PP&L
Ash Basin, and there was also a White-winged Scoter at Montour
Preserve (AS). A late Spotted Sandpiper made an appearance at
Montour Preserve 10/24 (CS).
At Montour Preserve 10/22 there were 8 Rusty Blackbird (6
on the 12/22 count) in addition to 2 Fox Sparrow (KC). On 11/3, 18
Snow Bunting turned up (CS). There was 1 Purple Finch on the
12/22 count (this species seems increasingly hard to produce).
OBSERVERS: Kevin Crilley, Allen Schweinsberg, 1200
Zeigler Rd, Lewisburg 17837 (717-524-0432), Christine Smull,
Dave Unger.

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
Rick Wiltraut
Abbreviations: Bethlehem-Easton CBC (BCBC), East Bangor
Dam (EBD), Little Gap Bird Observatory (LGBO), Martin's Creek
(MC), Monocacy Nature Center (MNC), Minsi L. (ML), Wind Gap
Ponds (WGP), Wild Creek-Little Gap CBC (WCBC). The BCBC was
held 12/29 and the WCBC was held 12/16.
Steady southwest winds produced an excellent falcon flight at
LGBO 10/5–7 and seasonal records were set there for both
Peregrine and Merlin. Mild weather through mid-Dec. accounted
for good numbers of several species normally absent or in low
numbers at that time of the year. The quarter was also notable for
rarities, including Gr. White-fronted Goose and Brewer's
Blackbird. Non-bird sightings of interest included a beautiful Gray
Fox at LGBO 11/21, a Flying Squirrel while owling on the WCBC,
and Mike Schall's count of 422 Monarch Butterflies during the
season at LGBO.
11 Com. Loon were seen at LGBO 10/17 (BS) and a Horned
Grebe was at EBD 11/7 (KS). A total of 16 Double-crested
Cormorant were recorded for the season at LGBO (MS) and 1 was
at MC 10/6 (DD). A total of 19 Great Blue Heron counted on the
BCBC was an indication of the rather mild weather and open water
during most of Dec. A rather late Green-backed Heron was seen
at MNC 10/14 (DG,JG) and a Black-crowned Night-Heron was
at MC 10/14 (AK). A Great Egret remained at MC until 10/14
(AK). 6 Tundra Swan were sighted at LGBO 11/25 (MS) and a Gr.
White-fronted Goose was at Green Pond on the BCBC (PF) and
again the next day (DD,BW), a 1st county record. 6 Snow Goose
were at WGP 12/20–21 (DD) and 11 recorded at LGBO (MS); others
were seen on the BCBC and Blossom Hill Rd. (SB). 45 Wood Duck
at MC 10/20 was an excellent count (DD,AK) and 1 was found on
the BCBC. 40 Green-winged Teal were at MC 10/20 (DD,AK) and
74 Ring-necked Duck at ML 11/11 was an excellent fall count
(RZ). One Oldsquaw was at EBD 11/24 (KS) and 3 Ruddy Duck
were at WGP 11/17 (DD).
Two Black Vulture remained in Williams Twp through midDec. (AK). See the separate LGBO hawk watch report for those
details. A leucistic Red-tailed Hawk was again present at Belfast
(KS). Mild weather and lack of snow cover accounted for very low
numbers of Rough-legged Hawk; only 1 was found on the BCBC.
It was also a good year for falcons off the ridge. A Peregrine
Falcon was at MC 10/5 (AK,DD) and Merlin were there 10/6,11
(AK). Other Merlin were noted at Moorestown 10/5 and at Copella
on the late date 12/12 (DD,RW). A young N. Bobwhite was seen in
Williams Twp 10/5 (AK).
2 Ls. Golden-Plover were at MC 10/4–6 and single
Semipalmated Plover there 10/6,14 (AK). Up to 70 Killdeer were
at MC 10/6 (DD) and both yellowlegs there as late as 10/28
(DD,AK). A rather late Solitary Sandpiper was at the Aspen Inn
10/9 (DG) and 13 Pectoral Sandpiper were at MC 10/20 (DD,AK).
Mild weather accounted for a record 9 Com. Snipe on the WCBC
near Klecknersville (DD,AK<RW) and 5 were on the BCBC at Hollo
Rd. (AC,DD,RW).
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A N. Saw-whet Owl was heard on the WCBC at Copella
(DD,AK) and 3 Great Horned Owl serenaded me outside my
apartment in Nazareth 12/12. I no longer associate these big owls
with only large tracts of woodland. 17 Belted Kingfisher found on
BCBC, plus 8 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1 of which was observed
feeding on Highbush Cranberries (RW). An E. Phoebe was noted
on the BCBC and a group of 3 Com. Raven at LGBO 10/1 (RW).
Probably the best indication of the mild weather was the wren
totals on the BCBC: House 1; Winter 10; Carolina 114. 12 Rubycrowned Kinglet on the BCBC was a good count and good
numbers of E. Bluebird were recorded on both counts. A Hermit
Thrush was singing a weak song on 12/12 near Evergreen L.
(DD,RW). Am. Robin were conspicuously absent despite the mild
weather; only 4 on the BCBC and none on the WCBC for the first
time in the Count's history.
33 Yellow-rumped Warbler were found on the BCBC,
including a flock of 15 along the Lehigh R. near the Chain Dam
where there is always a good supply of poison ivy berries (RW).
Palm Warbler were in excellent numbers in Oct. Boyce reported
about 25 grounded in the fog at LGBO 10/10 and Koch said they
were "everywhere" at her place in Williams Twp 10/13–18. A very
late, but healthy, & Com. Yellowthroat was found in a swampy
area near Copella 12/27 (RW).
A Savannah Sparrow was at Graver's Hill 12/15 (RW). An
out-of-place Lincoln's Sparrow was seen on top of Blue Mt. at
LGBO 10/10 for a 1st record there (RW) and another in Williams
Twp 10/15 (AK). 3 ad. White-crowned Sparrow were at Yeska's
feeders 12/29 where the species has been seen for years (DD). One
Lapland Longspur was at Graver's Hill 12/15 (RW) and about 50
Snow Bunting were at LGBO 11/21 (BS). Three % Brewer's
Blackbird were at Koch's feeders 11/14, for a 1st county record and
1 was there on the BCBC (AK,BM,PE) along with 2 Rusty
Blackbird. What kind of blackbird will show up at her feeders
next? (She had a % Yellow-headed Blackbird there in April 1989 eds.) The quarter was also notable for the lack of northern finches.
Only 2 Purple Finch were found on the BCBC and none on the
WCBC. Siskins were also absent. The finch highlight was the
sighting of 2 & Red Crossbill at LGBO 9/8 (MS).
OBSERVERS: Steve Boyce, Dave Darney, Pauline England,
Paul Finken, Jack Galm, Dan Gerlach, Yvonne Gerlach, Arlene
Koch, Bernie Morris, Kathy Sieminski, Brad Silfies, Mike Schall,
Babe Webster, Rick Wiltraut, 205 Washington St, Nazareth
18064 (215-759-5184), Richard ZainEldeen.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
Dave Unger
Abbreviations: Delaware Twp (DT), Roaring Creek Water
Company (RCWC), Rush Twp. (RT), Susquehanna R. near Riverside
(SR).
Com. Loon were common during Oct. and Nov. in RCWC
(BK). Great Blue Heron were still along the SR until late Dec. and
the last Great Egret was seen on the SR 11/14. A single Snow
Goose was on the SR 11/15. Am. Black Duck, Mallard and Com.
Merganser were common on the SR throughout the quarter except
the four times the river was exceptionally high (CS,DU).
An ad. Bald Eagle was observed in RCWC during 11/19–23
(BK, JT). N. Harrier were fairly common in RT throughout the
quarter as were Sharp-shinned Hawk and Am. Kestrel. A
reported N. Goshawk was raiding a feeder in Upper Augusta Twp
during Dec. (CS). Rough-legged Hawk were uncommon in RT, but
were common in DT (RF). Both Wild Turkey and Ruffed Grouse
were reported numerous in RCWC (BK).
Ring-billed Gull along with a few Herring Gull were fairly
common along the SR during Dec. and an ad. Great Black-backed
Gull was seen 12/12. Both a red and grey phase E. Screech-Owl
were seen 11/4 in RT during the day sunning themselves in their
roosting holes. Barred Owl were reported from RCWC (JT). The
12/28 snowstorm brought several flocks of Horned Lark out along
the roads in RT. A small flock of late Barn Swallow was seen
10/11 in RT. Carolina Wren continue their comeback both along
the SR and in RT. Golden-crowned Kinglet had a very good
migration in RT during Oct. Purple Finch were seen in RT only
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once, 11/11, and Evening Grosbeak again remain scarce, with
only two sightings in RT 10/25 and 11/30.
OBSERVERS: Roy Fontaine, Bill Krieger, Chris Smull, John
Taby, Linda and Dave Unger, RR 6 Box 246, Danville 17821
(717-6723254).

Wigeon, was at WFP 11/7 (CM) and 2 at TN 11/23,25 (SC). 18
Canvasback were at TN 11/24 (HT) and 11 were at RP 12/1 (EF).
6 Bufflehead were at TN 11/24 (HT) and 1 Ruddy Duck was on
the Schuylkill R. at BG 12/16 (JS).
The report of the season was an ad. % Osprey, identified
by MD on the extraordinary late date 12/2. The bird was over
the Wissahickon Cr. at Livezey Lane. Corroborative evidence
comes second-hand from CM, who met some birders "early in
Dec." who told him that an Osprey was on the creek at the
Henry Ave. Bridge, a short distance from Livezey Lane. Also,
the Pa. Fish Commission released trout into the creek late in
Nov. Apparently the Osprey lingered to take advantage of the
bonanza.

PERRY COUNTY
Deuane Hoffman
Abbreviations: Board Run Rd. (BRR), Little Buffalo SP (LB).
The New Bloomfield CBC was held 12/29. Six species tallied alltime highs and two species were new for the count. New species
were 1 Com. Raven found along Mahanoy Ridge s.w. of New
Bloomfield (BR,DD et al.) and 32 Red Crossbill that were found
cavorting on Limestone Ridge n. of Elliotsburg (RK,DC,DH).
The 46 Tundra Swan found on Haldemans I. was a new
high. 7 Double-crested Cormorant were at LB 10/12 (DH). Two
Gr. Scaup were on the Juniata R. near Newport 10/18 (DC). A
Rough-legged Hawk was near LB 12/1 (DC). Eight species of
raptors were found on the CBC including 5 N. Harrier and 1
Short-eared Owl near Delville (EC). Only 1 Ring-necked
Pheasant was found in the vast rolling farmland patrolled for the
CBC. I guess this species just isn't able to live in Pa. without man's
help. Mourning Dove tally of 490 was a new high as were the 36
Red-bellied Woodpecker. An imm. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
was found along BRR 11/17 (DD).
Snow cover and fresh manure combined to equal 528 Horned
Lark, a new high. A Winter Wren along BRR 10/24 was pleasant
for DD. A new high was 62 Carolina Wren. Wintering thrushes
made a good CBC showing with 40 Am. Robin, 8 Hermit Thrush
and 187 E. Bluebird. Yellow-rumped Warbler numbers were
average with 10 on CBC.
A lone Rufous-sided Towhee was seen on the CBC.
Sparrows found were: 92 Am. Tree, 18 Field and an impressive
1452 Dark-eyed Junco. DD saw Purple Finch along BRR on
three separate occasions, with a high of 30 on 12/22. The 32 Red
Crossbill found (RK,DC,DH) 12/29 were truly exciting! A low of 5
Pine Siskin was tallied, and some thought this was going to be a
good year! Up to 12 Evening Grosbeak visited an Ickesburg
feeder from 11/22+ (RS).
OBSERVERS: Ed Chubb, Dick Colyer, Dallas Dowhower,
Deuane Hoffman, 3406 Montour St, Harrisburg 17111 (717564-7475), Ramsay Koury, Brian Rollfinke, Ron Sober.

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY
Ed Fingerhood
Abbreviations: Andorra Nature Center (ANC), Bartram's
Garden (BG), Carpenter's Woods (CW), Cobb's Creek at City Line
Ave (CC), Franklin Sq. (FS), Girard Pt. Bridge (GPB), Roosevelt
Park (RP), Philadelphia (PHL), Roxborough (RX), Tinicum Nat.
Environ. Center (TN), W. Fairmount Park (WFP), W. Mount Airy
(WMA).
Pied-billed Grebe were at RP 10/19,23,25 and 1 at TN 11/23
(SC). Great Cormorant returned to the Delaware R. at Pennypack
Ave. EF found 8 on 11/25 and 6 on 12/1. Seven Double-crested
Cormorant flew over the Platt Bridge 10/19 (EF). Great Egret
lingered at TN, 2–4 found 11/23,24 (SC,HT) and 2 on 12/7 (JCM). A
Green-backed Heron was on the lower Wissahickon Cr. 10/2 (EF).
Canada Goose reached highs of 140 in WFP 10/18 (CM) and
264 in RP 10/25 (EF). The Wood Duck population at TN surpassed
300 in Oct/Nov (JCM). 75 Green-winged Teal were at TN 11/24
(HT). A couple of Am. Black Duck found refuge on the two lakes
in WFP 10/18 & 11/15 (CM), but 100 were at TN 11/24 and 75 at RP
12/1 (EF). N. Pintail settled into RP 10/19–25, max. 22 on the
earlier date; 50 were at TN 11/24 (HT). N. Shoveler numbers grew
from 32 in TN 10/27 (SS,EF) to 100 12/11 (JCM). 2 Gadwall, fairly
uncommon at TN and elsewhere, were seen 11/23,25 (SC). An Am.
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A Turkey Vulture coursed over TN 11/24 (HT). Single N.
Harrier were at ANC 10/25 (MD), TN 12/20, and near Veteran's
Stadium 12/31 (EF). Sharp-shinned Hawk were noted from 10/20
in CW (SL) through 12/8 in WMA (EB); 4 were in the RX area 12/7
(CM). Tom Reeves saw a Cooper's Hawk at TN 10/16 and SL 1 in
CW 11/10. CM reports good numbers of Am. Kestrel hunting fields
in upper RX, 10 on 10/5 and 15 on 10/14; 1 was also at CC 10/27
(CW). A Peregrine Falcon was at TN 10/10 (JCM). This may have
been one of the pair that reside under the GPB where both were
noted all fall (JCM) and 1 on 11/5 (EF). HT had 1 at TN 11/24.
Windfelder reports that Wild Turkey have been released in
PP this fall. Please report any survivors to the compiler. Com.
Moorhen were at TN 11/25 (SL) and 1 lingered until 12/15 (JCM).
6 Am. Coot were at TN 11/27 (HT). 5 Killdeer were on the
ballfields in RP 10/18 (EF). Only other shorebird reported was Am.
Woodcock. 1 was in RX 10/1 (CM), 1 in the Wissinoming section
10/26 (FU) and a third found dazed in a n. PHL subway entrance
11/1 (FU). This bird was taken to the Academy of Natural Sciences,
rehabilitated and released in N.J.
99% of the 525 Ring-billed Gull congregated in RP 10/18
were ad. (EF). Another 100 of mixed ages were at TN 11/24 (EF).
Herring Gull were less likely at RP 10/18, only 5 found (EF), but
150 were in WFP 11/20 (CM) and 30 at TN 11/24 (HT). 4 Great
Black-backed Gull were also at TN 11/24 (HT). A serious census
of gull numbers throughout the seasons would add immeasurably
to our knowledge of these taken-for-granted birds.
CM found 2 E. Screech-Owl in RX 10/1; another was heard
in WMA 10/10 (EB). Great Horned Owl were in WFP 10/16 and
presumed nesting (CM). Com. Nighthawk were still migrating
over CW 10/7 (1 indiv.) (MD), and SL noted 3 there the next day. 8
Chimney Swift were found at CW 10/8. A Belted Kingfisher was
at a most unlikely location, perched over a tiny stream off Grant
Ave near the NE PHL Airport 12/2 (EF).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker were noted from 10/14, when SL
saw an imm. in CW, to 12/1 when he saw a % there. Highest single
day count was 10/16 when JS found 5 in FS. A Hairy
Woodpecker, uncommon at TN, was there 11/23,25 (SC).
An E. Phoebe lingered at TN until 11/26 (Al Guarente). Tree
Swallow remained in TN until 11/23 (SC). 6 Fish Crow foraged
around TN 11/24 (HT). Black-capped Chickadee were noted this
year. A veritable "invasion" of 12 were at TN 11/23 (SC) while
"several" frequented a feeder in n.e. PHL (FW) from 11/7+. Redbreasted Nuthatch first appeared 10/27 when 1 was at TN
(EF,SS). As many as 3, 2 % and 1 &, were at a n.e. PHL feeder until
12/31 (FW). White-breasted Nuthatch were in RX 10/20 (CM) and
TN 11/24 (HT). Brown Creeper were seen from 10/16 in FS (JS)
to 12/7 in w. PHL where EB found 2. Carolina Wren appear to be
doing well; 3 in both RX 11/14 (CM) and TN 11/24 (HT). House
Wren lingered in TN 12/15 (JCM). Winter Wren first reported in
CW 10/11 and there until 12/15 (SL). Of the 13 dates reported, a
high number of 3 at TN 12/7 (SC) and 1 "hovering near the fountain
like a hummingbird" in WMA 10/18 (EB) were noteworthy. Goldencrowned Kinglet were in by 10/7 at CW (MD), but more unusual
was the group of 12 "feeding like sparrows on the sidewalk" in
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WMA 10/17 (EB). In late Oct they were downtown in FS (JS), and
last reported 12/7 in w. PHL (EB). Ruby-crowned Kinglet arrived
10/2 in CW (MD), were seen until 10/31 in FS (JS), with groups of
up to 6 in WFP 19/17,26 and RX 10/26 (CM). A very late Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher was in TN 11/24 (HT).
3 E. Bluebird were in RX 12/7 (CM). Gray-cheeked Thrush
appeared 10/8 in CW when MD saw 2 or 3; others were in n.e. PHL
10/29 (Bob Sehl), a late date. 3 Swainson's Thrush were in CW
10/8, but 8+ there 10/16 (MD); JS found them in FS from 10/16–30,
often seeing 4-6. Latest date was 12/15 when SL found 3 in CW. A
Gray Catbird was in CW 10/16 (MD) and 1 in WFP 10/19 (CM).
Brown Thrasher were in FS 10/15 (JS) and WFP 10/20 (CM). Two
Solitary Vireo reports, 1 each in CW 10/16 (MD) and 10/20 (SL),
were the only reports. Wa Warbling Vireo was there 10/1 (MD),
rather late. Red-eyed Vireo remained until 10/15 in CW (MD),
also late.
Twelve warbler species were reported. Some highlights at CW
were: a Tennessee 10/16 (MD); a Magnolia 10/7 (MD); Blackthroated Blue until 10/31 (MD); Black-throated Green 10/25
(EB); Bay-breasted 10/14 (EB); 2 Black-and-white 10/7 (MD);
Ovenbird 10/2 (MD); Canada 10/14 (MD). "Hundreds" of Yellowrumped were at TN in Oct (JCM), but only 3 on 11/24 (HT). A
Blackpoll was at ANC 10/25 (MD). 4 Com. Yellowthroat
remained at TN until 11/24 (HT). The retarded movement of
warblers through the area set many new late dates since the Pa.
Birds compilation began four years ago.
A Scarlet Tanager at ANC 10/25 was a nice find (MD).
Rufous-sided Towhee were in FS 10/16,25 (JS). An Am. Tree
Sparrow at CC 11/18 (CW) was the earliest report. Chipping
Sparrow extended their stay until 10/19 when 15 were in WFP
(CM) and then until 11/16 when several were at ANC (MD). The 2
Field Sparrow in WMA 10/14 were noted by SL as the "first time
in a number of years at this location." EB found 1 nearby 10/20.
Fox Sparrow were first seen in various locations mid-Oct to 11/23.
CW discovered a Swamp Sparrow at CC 11/18. White-throated
Sparrow came in suddenly in good numbers 10/16, found in FS
(JS) and CW (MD). Snow Bunting, 75 strong, were at the PHL
Int'l Airport 11/16 (JCM). A Red-winged Blackbird stayed in
WFP until 10/17 (CM) as did 2 E. Meadowlark in RX until 11/24
(CM). Small flocks of Rusty Blackbird were found in TN from
10/27–11/24 (v.o.) and 3 at CC 10/27 (CW). Four Purple Finch
visited FW's feeder in n.e. PHL 11/4–17, and 2 were in CC 10/27
(CW). Pine Siskin were seen earliest at the ANC feeder 10/25
when MD saw 4; 5 were reported at FW's feeder 10/30–11/4, and 2
in WMA 11/15 (EB).
OBSERVERS: Erica Brendel, Skip Conant, Michael Drake,
Edward Fingerhood, 541 W Sedgwick St, Philadelphia 19119
(215-843-5818), Steve Lawrence, Chris McCabe, John C. Miller,
Sandra Sherman, Jack Siler, Harry Todd, Fred Ulmer, Chris
Walters, Frank Windfelder.

SNYDER COUNTY
Allen Schweinsberg
A Golden Eagle flew over Selinsgrove State School 11/11.
Also on 11/11, a Dunlin and 20 Com. Snipe fed at a marshy edge
of Middlecreek L. (AS). On 12/29, a Am. Pipit was carefully
observed along a rural road 3 mi s.e. of New Berlin (CS).
OBSERVERS: Allen Schweinsberg, 1200 Zeigler Rd.,
Lewisburg 17837 (717-524-0432), Christine Smull.

SOMERSET COUNTY
Ruth and Glenn Sager
Abbreviations: Black Twp (BT), Casselman R. (CR), Central
City (CC), Cranberry Glade L. (CGL), Deer Valley (DV), High Point
L. (HPL), Hooversville (HV), Jennerstown (JT), Johnstown (JST),
L. Somerset (LS), Laurel Hill Cr. (LHC), Laurel Hill SP (LHSP),
Markleton (MKT), Milford Twp (MT), Quemahoning Dam (QD),
SGL 111 (SGL), Somerset Co. (SC), Somerset Beaver Dam (SBD),
Stoughton L. (SL), Youghiogheny R. (YR), Youghiogheny R. at
Confluence (YRC).
This summary is based largely upon reports of several birders
who closely follow migration at waterfowl birding hotspots, of hawk
watchers at the Allegheny Plateau Audubon Society's watch on the
Allegheny Front near Central City, and participants in the JST
CBC held 12/15.
Single sightings of waterfowl included a Red-throated Loon
at LS 11/17 (E&MW), a late Blue-winged Teal at QD 12/18 (RS),
a N. Shoveler at SL 10/25 (RM), a pair of Gadwall at HPL 10/25,
2 Canvasback at QD 12/12–27 (RS), 2 Redhead at QD 12/15
(CBC), and 1 Oldsquaw at QD 12/14 (RS). Numbers for all species
were generally low. The following reports show location for best
count and date, followed by other locations where the species were
reported:
AM closely monitored Wood Duck roosting areas. After
two consecutive years of fall drawdown at LS, it was abandoned
as a roost area, the high count there being 3 on 10/6. The SBD
roost, which had 100+ in 1988, was abandoned. A new roost at
a MKT beaver pond had 35 on 10/5 before birds moved to a
farm pond ¼ mi away by 10/15. High count for a newly-found
roost at a beaver pond in SGL was 89 on 10/17. Drawdown of
CGL reduced roosting birds to 9 on 10/7. A newly-found roost
at beaver ponds along LHC had 140 on 10/13 (JM).

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
Dan Knarr
Abbreviations: Area of Rts. 895 & 61 (R61), Deer L. (DL),
Locust Lake SP (LL), New Ringgold area (NR), Rt. 183 Hawk Watch
(HW).
There were 16 Canada Goose at LL 12/29 (AG). 2
Bufflehead were at DL 11/23 (DK). 2 Black Vulture were at Port
Clinton 10/19 (WT). A leucistic Red-tailed Hawk went by HW
11/18 (B&AM,DK).
A Solitary Sandpiper was at HW 9/11–14 and 30 Dunlin
seen there 9/30 (B&AM). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at R61
12/30 (DK). Single Pileated Woodpecker were at NR (MK) 11/29
and R61 12/30 (DK). Red-breasted Nuthatch and Carolina
Wren were seen all quarter in Cressona (B&AM) and appear to be
more abundant this year (DK). A Winter Wren was at R61 12/30
(DK). 2 Golden-crowned Kinglet were at LL 12/29 (AG). 3 E.
Bluebird were at Meiser's Christmas Tree Farm 12/16 (M&JL) and
3 Hermit Thrush in NR 12/30 (DK).
OBSERVERS: Alan Gregory, Marjie & Dan Knarr, RR 1
Box 23d, New Ringgold 17960 (717-386-4780), Merrilee & Jon
Leirn, Bob & Anne MacClay, Walt Thurber.
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Com. Loon – 10 at QD 12/15, and LS.
Double-crested Cormorant – 1 at LS 10/15; 1 at HPL 10/28.
Pied-billed Grebe – 4 at LS 10/12, and CGL, HPL, QD.
Horned Grebe – 14 at LS 12/3, and QD.
Tundra Swan – 160 in BT 11/8, and LS, QD.
Canada Goose – 80 at SL 10/27, and LS, QD.
Wood Duck – 140 at LHC 10/14, and LS, MKT, SBD, CGL, SGL.
Green-winged Teal – 15 at SL 11/5, and LS.
Am. Black Duck – 24 at DV 12/2, and SL, LS, HPL, QD, YR.
Mallard – 377 at SL 12/15, and LS, DV, QD, CR.
Mallard hybrids – singles at SL 11/10, DV 12/2, YRC 12/29.
N. Pintail – 8 at SL 12/15, and LS.
Blue-winged Teal – 8 at SL 10/27, and HPL, LS, QD.
Am. Wigeon – 5 at LS 10/12, and SL.
Ring-necked Duck – 5 at LS 10/19–21, and QD.
Ls. Scaup – 8 at LS 12/2, and QD.
Com. Goldeneye – 7 at LS 11/11, and QD, HPL.
Bufflehead – 7 at QD 12/7, and HPL, LHSP, LS.
Hooded Merganser – 29 at QD 12/16, and SL, HPL, YR, LHSP,
LS.
Red-breasted Merganser – 47 at QD 12/7, and LS.
Ruddy Duck – 19 at LS 12/3.
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In addition to the separate hawk migration report for the
Allegheny Front, single Osprey were at LS 9/29–21, N. Harrier at
various locations in Oct. and Nov. and 1 at Dumas 12/11, single
Rough-legged at HPL 11/10 and Jerome 12/15, and 11 Am.
Kestrel setting an 8-year CBC high. Further decline of Am. Coot
left only 1 showing at QD 10/21 and 1 at LS 10/19–28. The 19
Killdeer in MT 11/5, and 3 Gr. Yellowlegs at CGL 11/3 and 1 at
LS 10/28 were the only shorebird reports. Fifty-two Ring-billed
Gull were at LS 12/5, and 5–17 at LS, YRC and QD in Dec; 2
Herring Gull at YRC 12/29, and 1 Forster's Tern at LS 10/12.
Owl and woodpecker reports appeared to be normal. Horned Lark
numbers in late Dec. were the best in 5 years, with highs of
400–500 in MT 12/26, 350 at JT 12/15, and 179 at BT 12/28.

See box on Crows in Cambria report.
AM reported Com. Raven throughout the quarter at MKT
and up to 19 were seen at the CC hawk watch. There was an 8-year
high of Carolina Wren on the CBC and good numbers all quarter.
Golden-crowned Kinglet made a good showing from first report
of 9 at HV 10/7+, but Ruby-crowned were scarce, with a high of
only 3 at HV 10/20. A peak of several hundred migrating Am.
Robin was noted at HV 10/11–21; a Gray Catbird was at Hidden
Valley 12/24–25 (BM), N. Mockingbird were in several locations
until end of the quarter, and a Brown Thrasher was in BT 12/28
(AM). Cedar Waxwing were low, the high being 50 at HV 11/9. A
Yellow-rumped Warbler lingered until 11/20 at HV, where the
last Rose-breasted Grosbeak ended a poor migration showing
10/11, and hundreds of Rufous-sided Towhee were downed there
in the rain 10/12, and a late one seen 12/13–17.
Am. Tree Sparrow arrived the last week of Nov. in low
numbers, a Chipping Sparrow was at HV 11/16, a single Fox
Sparrow there 11/11–12, late arrival of White-throated Sparrow
seen there 10/1 and average numbers through quarter, and the only
White-crowned Sparrow seen there 10/11. AM found Snow
Bunting 10/29 in BT and several on barren ground at surface
mines in MT 11/1–7; several were reported near CC in Nov; but
none found on the CBC. Purple Finch reports were the best in
several years, but House Finch continued a 4-year decline after
peaking in 1986 (CBC). A few Pine Siskin appeared in mid-Nov.
but were very scarce late in quarter. Evening Grosbeak were first
noted 10/31 at several locations and appeared sporadically to end of
the quarter, the highest number of 40 at HV 11/30.
OBSERVERS: Anthony J. Marich, Betty McCurdy, Jim
Moses, Richard Murphy, Glenn and Ruth Sager, RR 1 Box 176B,
Hooversville 15936 (814-798-3242), Evaleen & Michael Watko.

SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY
Bill Reid
200 Canada Goose were seen at Montrose 10/24. A flock of
20 N. Pintail was seen at Auburn Twp 11/12 (AC). At Susquehanna
11/1 there were 5 Com. Goldeneye and 1 Bufflehead (WR). On
the same date, 15 Wild Turkey were at Glenwood (WR). 8 Horned
Lark were at Lymanville 11/16 and 7 were seen n. of Meshoppen
11/24 (WR). 2 Pine Siskin were seen at Dimock 11/4; and there
was a flock of 25 Evening Grosbeak at the same location
11/23–12/1 (JS).
OBSERVERS: Alan Chaffee, William Reid, Jerry Skinner,
RR 6 Box 6294, Montrose 18801 (717-278-3384).
Jerry Skinner has volunteered to take over as compiler for
Susquehanna. He teaches biological sciences at Keystone Junior
College, is resident naturalist at the Woodbourne Sanctuary at
Dimock and has been on staff at Audubon camps. We thank Bill
Reid for four years as compiler for Susquehanna and know he will
appreciate having one less county report to do. Please send your
reports to Jerry from now on.
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TIOGA COUNTY
Bob Ross
Abbreviations: Hills Cr. L. (HCL), Liberty (LI), Little Marsh
(LM), Marsh Cr. (MC), Millerton (MI), Nat'l Fishery Lab-Asaph
(NFL), Pine Cr. (PC), Sabinsville (SA), The Muck (TM), Tioga (TI),
Wellsboro area (WA).
Three to 12 Com. Loon were observed on HCL 12/10–15
(MC). 3 Pied-billed Grebe stopped at Beechwood L. 10/25 (HR).
Single Great Blue Heron were seen 12/1–20 at LM, TM, Crooked
Cr. and PC (RK,RMR,C&JC,CD). Flocks of 45–55 Canada Goose
flew over SA 10/13,16 (HR). 21 Com. Merganser were observed in
PC gorge 10/13 (DH). Turkey Vulture (4) were last reported at WA
10/21 (RMR). Single Osprey were at NFL and PC 10/3–17
(RMR,DH,HR). One to 3 Bald Eagle, including 1 imm., were on PC
10/6–23 & 12/19 (CD,DH,DB).
On 12/19 PGC and DER Forestry personnel installed a
plywood platform in the white pine from which Tioga's Bald
Eagle nest had fallen this summer. The resident pair, which
circled above the site during the installation, probably would
have reconstructed their own nest there. However, the nest will
not likely fall again, or the birds may choose to nest elsewhere.
Unfortunately, two raptors from recovering populations were
found dead during hunting season in Tioga. An imm. Bald
Eagle banded in New York state was shot in Tioga SF near
Leetonia, and an imm. Osprey from the Army Corps hacking
project at HCL was found dead in PC.
A N. Harrier was seen in WA 12/26 (C&JC) and a Sharpshinned Hawk at TM 12/1 (RMR). A Cooper's Hawk was
observed 12/7 at MI (JS). Red-tailed Hawk continue to do well
with sightings all quarter (m.ob.). Rough-legged Hawk were first
reported 10/25 at SA (HR) and subsequently (11/14–12/27) at SA,
Westfield, MI and WA (HR,JW, RMR,JS,MC). Am. Kestrel were
found on power lines at WA 12/15 (JW,RMR).
A & Ring-necked Pheasant, not often seen here, was
flushed from TM 12/30 (JW,RMR). Small flocks (<30) of Wild
Turkey were observed at TM and WA 10/27 & 11/30 (RMR,MC). A
single N. Bobwhite at Covington 11/12 was also unusual (BR). An
E. Screech-Owl was heard and called in on PC 10/13 (DH). Great
Horned Owl actively defended territory and/or courted mates
early, with hooting session 10/1–5 at WA (C&JC), 10/19 at MC (DL),
and 11/19 at TM (RMR).
Single Belted Kingfisher were found at SA 10/2 (injured and
taken to rehabilitator, HR) and LI 12/21 (JR). Two N. Flicker were
reported from LI 12/27 (JR). Pileated Woodpecker continue to do
well with sightings at WA (in borough even!) 11/22–12/25 (JW,MC)
and TM 12/29 (RMR). Horned Lark were found in a large flock
(>100) at LI 12/11 (JR). Pairs of Com. Raven remained at LI and
MI all quarter (JR,JS).
A pair of Red-breasted Nuthatch was seen at MC 12/15
(JW, RMR). Carolina Wren were found in abundance (sometimes
singing or at feeders) at WA, MC, TM and LI 10/13–12/30
(RMR,JW,CM,JR). Two Golden-crowned Kinglet were observed
at LI 12/5 (JR). E. Bluebird were seen at LI and TI 10/20 (RK).
Am. Robin were reported in small numbers 12/8-11 at LI and TI
(JR,MC).
Rufous-sided Towhee were seen and heard as late as 10/7
at LM, WA and LI (RK,C&JC,JR). Am. Tree Sparrow were found
in good numbers at WA, LI, MC and TM 12/7–31
(C&JC,JR,JW,RMR). White-throated Sparrow were reported
only in small numbers at MC 12/15 (MM,JW,RMR). The "Oregon"
(no details. —eds.) variety of Dark-eyed Junco was observed at a
feeder at Lambs Cr. 12/15 (MC). A dozen Snow Bunting were
reported 12/24 at WA (MC).
Red-winged Blackbird remained at TM and MI in small
numbers through 12/29 (RMR,A&LB). The last report of E.
Meadowlark came from SA where 15 foraged in an open field at
1900 ft. elevation 11/3 (HR). Rusty Blackbird "sang" as late as
10/27 and were last seen 12/2 on TM (RMR). A & Brown-headed
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Cowbird visited a MI feeder 12/25 (A&LB). A % N. Oriole was
observed at LM 10/7 (RK). Purple Finch were reported only once,
12/4 at LI (JR). Only two other non-breeding "northern finches"
were found: Pine Siskin in very low numbers at PC gorge 10/14
and MC 12/15 (DH,RMR); and Evening Grosbeak were first seen
10/26 at WA (MC). Large numbers, however, were not reported
until 12/5–31 at LI, WA and TM (JR,C&JC,MC,RMR).
OBSERVERS: Dan Brauning, Arlene & Larry Brown, Martha
Copp, Carol & Jack Cupper, Chuck Dillon, Deuane Hoffman, Rose
Kimble, Dorothea Leber, Christian Murphy, Madeline Murphy, Bill
Ridge, Robert M. Ross, RR 2 Box 113A, Wellsboro 16901 (717376-5394), Jean Rothrock, Howard Rushmore, Joanna Stickler,
Julie Wetherbee.

UNION COUNTY
Allen Schweinsberg
Best birds on the 12/29 Lewisburg CBC included 20 Com.
Snipe at two locations (AS,JS), and E. Phoebe (WA), and an
unprecedented 40 Lapland Longspur in an open field near
Mifflinburg (RH). Defying tradition, the longspurs were not in a
flock of Horned Larks.
OBSERVERS: Warren Abrahamson, Robert Holman, Allen
Schweinsberg, 1200 Zeigler Rd, Lewisburg 17837 (717-5240432), Joe Southerton.

VENANGO COUNTY
Gary Edwards and Russ States
Abbreviations: Allegheny R. (AR), Barkeyville area (BA),
Clintonville area (CA), Kahle L. (KL), Oil City area (OCA), Oil Creek
SP (OC), President area (PrA), Two Mile Run Park (TMR).
The Pleasantville CBC, held 12/30, produced 38 species (av.
for the 25 yr.-history of the count is 34.3) plus 5 species during
count week. Number of indiv. was 1495; the 3rd highest total (av.
811) in spite of a steady rain all day, with fog near the AR
throughout the morning, and only 4 field observers and 4 feeder
watchers. Three species had new highs: 169 Canada Goose, 35
Tufted Titmouse, 52 House Finch. Four species had their 2nd
highest totals: 152 Blue Jay, 197 Black-capped Chickadee, 26
Am. Robin and 88 Cedar Waxwing. Highlights were Hooded
Merganser and Com. Grackle, only the 4th time each has been
seen on the count. Seen during count week were: Red-shouldered
Hawk, Pied-billed Grebe, Pine Siskin, Great Horned Owl and
Wild Turkey.
This quarter was slow. It may have been due to the fact that
we had the wettest year on record, or it may have been the warm
weather. The first real cold spell was during the Christmas season.
All water was still open and all the ducks may have been sitting up
north somewhere enjoying it. Whatever the reason they weren't
here. Of the very few migrating ducks observed the numbers were
very small. During 1990, 175 species were observed in Venango,
and the total number of species for the county as of the end of 1990
was 205.
A Com. Loon was at TMR through most of Nov. Pied-billed
Grebe were seen from end of Oct to early Dec. Great Blue Heron
were around until 12/30 at HS. 80 Tundra Swan were at KL 11/25
and 4 on 12/28 TMR. The only Wood Duck report was 11/10; an
Am. Black Duck was spotted at TMR 12/28; 1 Canvasback was
in a pond near Barkeyville 11/25; 8 Ring-necked Duck were at KL
11/25 and 12/1; 4 Com. Goldeneye were at TMR 11/14 and 1 on
12/21; 3 Bufflehead were observed 11/11 at TMR and 4 at KL
11/25; 7 Hooded Merganser were at TMR 11/11, several at KL
11/25, and 3 on the AR 12/30. Com. Merganser were found all
quarter, and 8 Red-breasted Merganser were seen at KL 11/18.
The last Turkey Vulture was seen 10/28. An Osprey at OC
11/1. A Bald Eagle was heading down the AR near Henry's Bend
12/24 (VH). A possible N. Goshawk was sighted in TMR 11/20.
Just a glimpse showed a heavy-bodied accipiter with a longish tail.
The bird was almost a uniform gray underneath. The bird was gone
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before binoculars could be put on it (RS). A Red-shouldered
Hawk was near TMR 12/28; a Rough-legged Hawk near KL
11/18 and another 11/20 OCA.
There was an Am. Coot on HP 11/17,25. Last Killdeer was
sighted 10/30. A Ring-billed Gull (unusual) was seen in OCA
12/19. A Herring Gull (possibly the 1st county record) was at OC
11/6 (NK).
An E. Screech Owl responded to a tape 10/6 OC, and a
young Great Horned Owl called until at least 10/6 OC. The
Short-eared Owl usually found in the strip-mined area in the s.
part of the county were not located this quarter (although they were
found there in Jan 1991).
Last Chimney Swift was spotted 10/7 (last year 10/8). The
last E. Phoebe was 10/18. A Carolina Wren was found 11/18 and
12/30 in Eagle Rock area. First Golden-crowned Kinglet of the
winter were seen 10/28. The only reported Ruby-crowned Kinglet
was in OC 10/21. E. Bluebird were seen all quarter, as were Am.
Robin with 60+ seen 11/25 CA. A flock of Cedar Waxwing was
present 12/30. Several Yellow-rumped Warbler were in OC 10/21
and CA 10/28, but none located after that.
Last Rose-breasted Grosbeak was in OC 10/21,
Rufous-sided Towhee 10/28. The first Am. Tree Sparrow was
seen 11/10. Vesper Sparrow was found until 10/28 BA. A Fox
Sparrow was in s. edge of the county form 10/28–11/10. E.
Meadowlark was seen 11/10 BA, a Com. Grackle was at a feeder
12/30 (CBC). Brown-headed Cowbird were found in with a flock
of starlings near KL 12/21. A Rusty Blackbird was seen for the
first week of Nov. in OC (NK) but could not be found after that.
Purple Finch were near Eagel Rock 12/30. Only one report of
Pine Siskin was in OC in early October (NK). Evening Grosbeak
appeared 11/7 OCA at first in small numbers, 2–4, and by 12/28
(after the Christmas cold spell) could be found by the dozens.
OBSERVERS: Dave Edwards, Gary Edwards, 450 Stevens
Dr, Apt 304, Pittsburgh 15237 (412-931-4379), Virginia Hansen,
Nick Kerlin, Russ States, 24 E Fifth St, Oil City 16301
(814-676-6320).

WARREN COUNTY
Ted Grisez
Abbreviations: Akeley (AK), Allegheny Res. (AR), Kinzua Dam
(KD), North Warren (NW), Saybrook (SA), Sheffield (SH), Starbrick
(ST), Tidioute (TI), Warren (WA). The 48th Warren CBC was held
12/15 in ice and all-day light rain. Only 52 species were listed (71
in '89). It is hoped the weather can be blamed for the poor count of
native sparrows.
A Com. Loon was seen 11/9 on the AR (BH,DD) and 1 in WA
11/22 (DM). A Horned Grebe was seen 11/9 on the AR (BH,DD),
and a stranded bird was given to BHi who release it on the river in
WA 11/14. Sixty Tundra Swan flying over WA 11/10 were seen by
CP and 24 at AR 11/25 (KC). There were 3 Mute Swan at ST in
late Oct. and early Nov. (DD,CN). A flock of 25 Snow Goose passed
over KD 11/15 (RL). About 100 Canada Goose flew south 12/31
near WA (GB). A % Wood Duck stayed all quarter with 100+
Mallard that people feed on the Allegheny R. in WA, and a %
Green-winged Teal joined on or before 12/1 (BHi,TG). Thirteen
Com. Goldeneye were in the ST area 11/29 (CP). A Ruddy Duck
at ST was seen by MB 12/17.
Two Osprey 11/5 between WA and KD (DD) was the only
report for the period. Bald Eagle observations ranged from 2 imm.
and 1 ad. 10/20 at the AR (RL), up to 3 imm. and 1 ad. on three
Nov. dates in the KD area, to 4 imm. and 2 ad. in Dec. including a
CBC high of 5 (DD, BH,TG,RL) and an imm. at TI 11/17 (JG). They
seem to be arriving earlier and increasing in numbers each year. A
N. Harrier was seen near TI 11/14 (JH). Sharp-shinned and
Cooper's hawks were present, at least in Nov. and Dec. A N.
Goshawk was seen 10/27 near SH (DW), and at AK 11/19 (DD,BH).
A Rough-legged Hawk was seen at Lander 12/2 and at WA 12/8
(DD). An all white Am. Kestrel was seen at NW 12/12 (BH). (We
only know of a few records of leucistic or albino kestrels. Have any
other of our readers seen one? —eds.)
A record high 412 Ring-billed Gull were counted on the
CBC. Large numbers used to be found at KD on the CBCs with a
few Herring Gull, but now they are in WA sharing the food thrown
out for ducks near the hospital. The 278 Rock Dove was a record
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high, exceeding the 229 in 1988. Thirty Mourning Dove 11/24 was
the high count at their feeder near NW (JP). The 227 CBC was the
3rd highest.
Single Red-bellied Woodpecker were seen each month. The
50 CBC of Downy Woodpecker was the least since 1978. The 399
Blue Jay was the highest CBC, beating the 375 in 1988. The 196
Am. Crow was the 2nd high. Com. Raven sightings were 1 at KD
11/24 (KC); and 2 at the fringe of their range: 1 over WA 11/15 (BH)
and 1 n. of AK 11/27 (DD). The 62 Tufted Titmouse was the 2nd
high. Two CBC Brown Creeper were the least since 1961 and 6
Golden-crowned Kinglet were the least since 1981. A Brown
Thrasher showed up at a feeder in NW 12/6, missed on the CBC,
but still there 12/18 (JH). A flock of 40 Cedar Waxwing was at
Irvine 10/28 (DD,BH). The 253 CBC was the 3rd high.
A lost White-eyed Vireo was closely observed in WA 12/15
by all members of one CBC party (BS,GM,DM,JS) (good details
–eds). The 96 N. Cardinal was the least CBC since 1968. A
Rufous-sided Towhee visited GB's feeder near WA from 12/22+.
As noted above, native sparrows were scarce on the CBC: 29 Am.
Tree was the least since 1959; 9 Song the least since 1962; 6
White-throated the least since 1966; and 392 Dark-eyed Junco
the least since 1977. No Field Sparrow, recorded previously on 31
CBCs, was seen. A Fox Sparrow was at CN's feeder at SA in midOct. and 1 at NW for two weeks in early Nov. (JP).
A Red-winged Blackbird was at SA 12/3 (CMN), but none
on the CBC. 20+ Pine Siskin were at a feeder in SH 10/23 (DW),
and 13 at WA 11/3 (TG), but none on the CBC. First Evening
Grosbeak report was 1 in Barnes 10/18 (BD). High Nov. counts
were 75 at SA (CMN) and 80 near NW (JP). High Dec. count was
125–150 at SA, including 1 nearly all yellow (CMN). The 242 CBC
House Sparrow was the least since 1962.
OBSERVERS: Mike Bleech, Greg Burkett, Keith Confer, Bert
Duell, Dan Doherty, John Gillette, Ted Grisez, 8 Belmont Dr,
Warren 16365 (814-723-9464), Jim Hall, Bill Highhouse, Bill Hill,
Jr. (BHi), Rick Lyle, Dave Metcalf, Greg Morell, Chuck & Marjorie
Neel, Jan Palmer, Chase Putnam, John Schultz, Bob Sundell, Don
Watts.

WESTMORELAND COUNTY
Robert C. Leberman & Robert S. Mulvihill
Abbreviations: Donegal L. (DL), Keystone SP (KSP), Latrobe
Res. (LR), Ligonier Valley (LV), Powdermill Nature Reserve (PNR;
all bird banding records are from here), Todd L. (TL), Twin Lakes
Park (TWL).
Due to milder than usual December weather, local lakes had
not frozen over before year's end, resulting in a number of
later-than-usual water bird records. A Horned Grebe appeared at
LR for the Rector CBC on 12/30 and remained there into Jan. (v.o.).
Double-crested Cormorant, once considered a rare migrant in
the county, has been spotted frequently over the past few
seasons–this quarter, 1 was found on LR 11/15 (MEW). Several
flocks of migrating Tundra Swan (totaling over 100 birds) were
heard passing over PNR 11/10 (RSM,BM), and 200+ were seen
overhead about 5 mi. s. of PNR on the same date (DK); reports of
smaller groups include 9 on DL 10/28 (MEW), 4 on LR 11/9 (DS), 2
on LR 11/17 (MEW), 11 on DL and 25 at LR 12/6 (RCL), 10 on LR
12/14 (AS), and 1 on LR 12/16 (MEW). One swan remained at LR
during the Rector CBC 12/30, and JW saw 5 flying over the PNR
area on the 31st. Two (white phase) Snow Geese were found at TL,
just n.e. of Ligonier, 10/21 (MR). A Green-winged Teal was at
TWL 12/9 (DS). A max. of 35 Am. Black Duck was reported at LR
on 12/18 (DS). Two Am. Wigeon were seen on the late dates of 12/9
at TWL and 12/15 at KSP (DS). A % Lesser Scaup was at TWL
12/25 (DS).

WASHINGTON COUNTY
Roy Ickes
The 17th annual CBC held 12/15 produced 51 species and
5,149 individuals. There were 14 field observers and 23 feeder
watchers. Heavy rain in the morning kept numbers low initially,
however, with the help of a cloudy afternoon, count totals for most
species were about average. This report will deal with any unusual
deviations.
In spite of open water, low of 36°F count day, the only
interesting aquatic species were a Great Blue Heron, the 4th year
for this wader, and 121 Canada Geese, previous high of 66. Two
Ring-necked Pheasant were the first since 1984. No Killdeer
was observed, only the 2nd miss since 1979.
Downy (48) and Hairy (5) woodpeckers were low, with
averages of 77 and 12, respectively. The Tufted Titmouse (86) was
down in numbers also, average of 107, whereas other feeder species
were about average, White-breasted Nuthatch (64), or higher,
Carolina Wren (25). For the second straight year Goldencrowned Kinglet (37) were common and Am. Robin (6) were
scarce. The Yellow-rumped Warbler total (14) was the 3rd
highest ever and more than a single Rufous-sided Towhee (2)
was recorded only twice before. N. Cardinal (163) were the fewest
since 1980. Song (65) and White-throated (15) sparrows were
below average, 77 and 41 respectively, with no White-crowned
Sparrow, whereas Dark-eyed Junco (280) were up slightly,
average of 250.
The record for highest number of Red-winged Blackbird
(60) was equaled and single Com. Grackle and Brown-headed
Cowbird were observed. No Pine Siskin was recorded and only 7
Evening Grosbeak were found, but in spite of all the rain, the
House Finch total (658) was the 2nd highest ever.
COMPILER: Roy Ickes, Biology Dept, Washington and
Jefferson College, Washington 15301 (412-223-6118).
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Rufous Hummingbird, near Ligonier, 11/11/90. Photo by
Randy Miller.
The bird of the season was an imm. % Rufous
Hummingbird which frequented several feeders maintained by
Nancy and Don Ferry and their neighbors, Ann and Pete
Pochciol, just north of Ligonier. The bird visited these feeders
regularly from at least 10/17 through 11/21 (m.ob.). It eluded
capture and so it could not be positively identified until 11/15,
when it was finally netted (RSM,RCL). This record constitutes
the 1st western Pennsylvania occurrence and only the 2nd or 3rd
documented record of the species for the state. See separate
article elsewhere.
A Turkey Vulture spotted 3 mi. s. of Ligonier 11/18
(BS,RSM) was very late for the Westmoreland region. An Am. Coot
lingered with the resident ducks and geese at LR from 12/31+. The
first Common Snipe of the season was at PNR 10/20 (RSM). A
Semipalmated Sandpiper at DL 11/4 (RSM, LB) represents one
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of very few records for the species from the LV. Dunlin records
from DL include 1 on 10/12 (RCL), 4 on 10/19 (RCL), and 1 on 11/4
(LB, RSM). A Bonaparte's Gull was reported from TWL 11/23
(DS). The only Forster's Tern seen in our region this quarter was
at DL 10/12 (RCL).
There were several reports of Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in
Dec: 1 at KSP 12/15 (DS); 2 near Hutchinson 12/27 (DK); and 1 on
the Rector CBC 12/30 (HMS). A late Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
was banded at PNR 10/17. A Carolina Chickadee was banded
11/18 and was still present at the end of the quarter. Individuals of
this species have been recorded at PNR in five of the last ten years,
but only in three of the 20 years prior to that, suggesting that the
species has increased in our region. However, we are still aware of
only one resident Carolina (status determined by repeated
recaptures at all seasons) at the Reserve during the last ten years.
On the other hand, in the w. half of the county, around West
Newton, DK reports that "chickadees appear to be nearly all
Carolinas." Red-breasted Nuthatch were apparently scarce this
quarter–the only reports were of 1 near LR during most of Oct.
(RSM,BM) and another at West Newton 12/9 (DK). Carolina Wren
was numerous at many localities in the county; DK described them
as "common as they have ever been" at West Newton. Several
Winter Wren were seen during the last half of Nov. (DS,DK, RSM).
Based on a variety of evidence (including banding data, field
observations and local Christmas Count data) Golden-crowned
Kinglet may be increasing as a migrant and wintering
bird–perhaps partly a result of maturing ornamental spruces
plantings. A somewhat late Ruby-crowned Kinglet was seen near
SGL 296 on 11/25 (DK).
Among several records of E. Bluebird during the latter half
of this quarter, a report of flocks of up to 100 bluebirds and more
than 100 Cedar Waxwing feeding on sumac and devil's
walkingstick berries in SGL 296 (along Jacob's Creek, between
Scottdale and Smithton) stands out (DK)! A rather late Wood
Thrush was banded at PNR 10/14. An imm. Loggerhead Shrike
was well studied (in direct comparison with a N. Mockingbird) at
DL on 11/4 (DK and several other members of the Westmoreland
Co. Bird Club), for the 1st local record of the species in many years.
Excellent details provided to us by DK included a field sketch,
plumage description, voice description, and behavioral observations.
Two Orange-crowned Warbler were banded at PNR: on 10/15,22.
We had several reports of "wintering" Yellow-rumped Warbler
during the last month of the quarter, including up to 4 all month at
West Newton (DK), 1 at TWL 12/9 and 2 there 12/22 (DS), 1 at KSP
12/15 (DS), and 3 on the Rector CBC 12/30. A somewhat late
Ovenbird was banded 10/13, and a lingering Common
Yellowthroat was netted 11/2. A late Hooded Warbler was seen
at PNR 10/7 (CRC), and another (or the same bird ?) banded 10/8.
A record late Canada Warbler banded 11/21 was rehandled at
PNR 11/30.
A somewhat late White-crowned Sparrow was at a feeder
near Idlewild Park 11/12 (DS). Snow Bunting is a rare migrant as
far south as this county, but during this quarter one was seen at
Belle Vernon 10/7,8 (JI) and another near Stahlstown 10/31 (TD).
The first Pine Siskin was seen at PNR 10/25, and we recorded a
moderately good flight through Nov., after which they essentially
disappeared from PNR; a parallel observation was made at a West
Newton feeding station (DK). Evening Grosbeak was first seen at
PNR 10/26, and 42 were banded by the end of the year–the species
was widely scattered and nowhere abundant in the county during
the quarter.
OBSERVERS: Robert C. Leberman & Robert S.
Mulvihill, Powdermill Nature Reserve, Star Route South,
Rector 15677 (412-593-7521), Larry Barth, C. Ray Chandler, Tom
Duran, Joe ImBrogno, Don Koch, Bonnie Mulvihill, Mark Rutledge,
Helen M. Schmidt, Alex Simkovich, Dennis Smeltzer, Michael &
Evaleen Watko, John Whiting.

WYOMING COUNTY
Bill Reid

necked Grebe there 12/24 (WR). A Great Blue Heron at LC
12/24 was late. Twelve species of ducks were noted at LC, including
10 species 11/21,26. Among them were: 1-3 Gadwall 11/14–12/14;
1 Am. Wigeon 11/14-12/5; 5 Canvasback 11/21; 2 Redhead 11/12;
Ring-necked Duck 11/12–12/14, with 24 on 11/14; 3 Lesser
Scaup 11/21– 3 Com. Goldeneye 11/12–21; Hooded Merganser
11/12–12/5, with 44 on 11/14; Com. Merganser 11/12–12/24, with
21 on 11/30; and 1 Red-breasted Merganser 11/26 (WR). Two
other species of ducks were noted in the county, Wood Duck at
Phelps Swamp and Bufflehead at SF.
The & Am. Wigeon at L. Carey was seen six times from
11/14–12/5. Most interesting was that every time it was seen it
was in a flock of Ring-necked Ducks. It was never seen with the
Mallards, blacks, and Gadwall where one would expect to see
it. Seventeen Ring-necks were seen 12/5, the last date for the
wigeon; not more than 1 Ring-necked was seen after that.
Thus, when the Ring-neck flock left, the wigeon left, too.
N. Harrier and Rough-legged Hawk were both at SF 10/28
(JH) and remained all quarter (m.ob.). A Rough-legged Hawk was
at S. Eaton 11/22 (JS). Virginia Rail and Com. Moorhen were
both recorded at Phelps Swamp 10/8 (WR).
An amazing record was a ö hummingbird at TU 10/28 (SZ).
On a date that late, one wonders if it were perhaps one of the
Selasphorus hummingbirds. We'll never know. A Red-bellied
Woodpecker was seen at LC 11/30 (WR). A White-crowned
Sparrow was at SF 12/15 (JH,EJ). A flock of 100 Rusty
Blackbird was at TU 10/29; and 2 Red Crossbill were there 12/14
(WR). There were a few Pine Siskin reports, 2 at LC 11/21 (WR)
being the earliest. The first Evening Grosbeak report was 5 at TU
10/31 (WR), and there was a scattering of reports through Nov.
The most interesting event of the season was the
"invasion" of Short-eared Owl at SF. Up to 7 at a time were
seen there by v.o. from 12/14 into Jan. Each day, from about 3
p.m. toward dusk, they could be observed flying over the fields,
landing on posts and poles, and several times engaging in
conflict with the harrier which tried to steal food which they
had caught. Aside from a single record in Dec. 1989, this is the
first time in several years that the bird has been reported, and
the first time since the late 1950s when they have been present
in numbers for any period of time. The birds remained until 11
Jan. 1991, but there has been no report since then.
OBSERVERS: Jim Hoyson, Edwin Johnson, William Reid,
73 W Ross St, Wilkes-Barre 18702 (717-836-2525), Jim
Shoemaker, Sharon Zeunen.

YORK COUNTY
Al Spiese
Abbreviations: Brunner's I. (BI), Codorus SP (CSP), Gifford
Pinchot SP (GP), Gut Rd. (GR), L. Redman (LR), Long Arm Dam
(LAD), Marsh Run (MR), Rocky Ridge Hawk Watch (RR), Safe
Harbor Dam (SHD), Spring Grove (SG), Susquehanna R. (SR).
This whole year, to me, has been somewhat unusual. Not so
much in regards to rare birds, but birds appearing at other than
normal times, above normal counts, and "no shows." The York CBC
was held 12/22.
A Red-necked Grebe at GP 11/25 (RK) and another at LR
12/24 (JeP). A Great Egret lingered at MR 12/2,15 (RK). Tundra
Swan were still arriving on the SR into late Dec. Eleven Wood
Duck were found on the CBC and an imm. % Hooded Merganser
was at LR 10/1 (AS). The pair (determined after molting) of Ruddy
Shelduck are still at LAD through end Dec. They stay by
themselves, are rather scary, and great

Abbreviations: L. Carey (LC), Sordoni's Farm (SF),
Tunkhannock (TU).
A Pied-billed Grebe was at LC 11/14–21, and a Red-
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"tippers" (RR). 208 Turkey Vulture greatly exceeded any previous
CBC numbers. Last Osprey, 1 each day, were 11/15,16 (RR). A
Bald Eagle nest n. at SHD hatched 2 eaglets, but only 1 fledged
(BS). The N. Harrier at LAD 11/26 was the only report. A N.
Goshawk went by RR 11/26, and JeD also saw 1 in York City
12/3+. An ad. Golden Eagle was at BI 11/28 (AS).
Jerry Fultz reported to JD and AS what he thought was
a sandpiper in his flower bed. It vanished into the yew bushes
beside his house. He said it was making some grunting sounds.
He was able to get within a few feet of it and recorded it on
videotape. Upon examining the pictures we identified it as a
Virginia Rail on the late date 10/20.
A count of 172 Killdeer was made at BI 11/28 (AS); there
were 77 on CBC with a large number in one field. A Bonaparte's
Gull was at LR 12/26 (MS). A second brood of 2 Barn Owl hatched
from a box near East Berlin in Dec; 1 died as it fell from the box,
but the other fledged (WF). A Com. Nighthawk was at RR 10/12
(AS et al.).
Red-headed Woodpecker were missing from many of their
winter locations. One E. Phoebe was in s.e. York 12/16 (D&LH). A
Com. Raven went by RR 11/10 (JD). MS reported that he was
surrounded by 14 Red-breasted Nuthatch and Carolina
Chickadee on the CBC—total 19. There were also 109 Carolina
Wren on the CBC, and 1 House Wren at RR 10/13,15 (AS). Only
34 Golden-crowned and no Ruby-crowned kinglets were found
on the CBC, but there were 129 E. Bluebird. One Ovenbird was
at a Pleasureville Hill feeder 10/27–11/3 (CS). A % Scarlet
Tanager was at RR 10/13 (AS), a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at
CSP 10/13 (RR), and a & Indigo Bunting on GR 10/6 (AS). The 39
Am. Tree Sparrow were 6 more than on last year's CBC. A
Chipping Sparrow was at RR 10/25,30 (AS). The 80 Whitecrowned Sparrow on the CBC was exceptionally high; there were
also 104 Red-winged Blackbird found, while most E.
Meadowlark were found near Jefferson. There were good reports
of migrating Evening Grosbeak from 11/22, but only 1 winter
sighting of 8 max. at a feeder n. of Wrightsville 12/10 (J&LD).
OBSERVERS: Jack & Lil Downs, Jerry Dyer (JeD), Dan &
Lori Heathcote, Ramsay Koury, John & Jean Prescott, Russ Ryan,
Mike Sankovich, Bob Schutsky, Cas Shue, Al Spiese, 4086 Old
Orchard Rd, York 17402 (717-755-8309), Warren Frey.
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1990 HAWK WATCH REPORTS

Tuscarora Summit (Fulton)
Carl Garner, Compiler

Hawk Mt. Sanctuary (Berks)
Laurie Goodrich, Compiler
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - hours

133

271

276

221

50

951

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

4
62
3
18
106
3
2
224
51
38
4
1
37

431
31
81
1,458
97
1
3
4,470
80
1
304
17
12
39

15
101
379
17
154
6,392
519
25
254
48
2236
3
25
386
121
34
123

11
46
1
20
65
174
23
58
69
1,377
17
53
2
2
36

2
2
1
5
1
42
1
1
4

30
147
873
73
320
8,130
643
89
329
4,742
3,786
21
80
728
144
49
239

553

7,026

10,832

1,954

59

20,424

Totals

Cornwall Fire Tower (Lancaster)
Jay George, Compiler
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - hours

-

116

127

74

-

317

Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Sw ainson's Haw k
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

-

57
2
18
355
17
2,290
6
45
1
1
22

79
1
51
1,153
82
4
22
16
1
149
3
81
11
3
75

1
25
92
11
3
8
323
1
2
1
43

-

136
4
94
1,600
110
7
30
2,306
1
478
1
3
128
13
4
140

-

2,814

1,731

510

-

5,055

Totals

The Swainson's Hawk passed by 10/13 close off the south side of the
lookout. The 13th is not an unlucky day.

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days
Coverage - hours

11
69

24
149

26
188

23
143

-

84
549

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

4
8
10
37
2
3
-

72
9
31
717
28
1,461
17
37
9
20

2
113
112
3
88
2,733
117
9
52
35
647
60
13
18
73

2
34
59
6
24
363
1
1
1
16

-

2
113
188
14
161
3,519
145
15
76
1,533
1,029
1
1
101
13
27
109

64

2,401

4,091

535

-

7,091

Totals

Four new season high totals were set since the count began in 1973:
Sharp-shinned, Cooper's, Merlin and Peregrine Falcon. Bald Eagle tied
its previous season high. A new daily high total for Merlin was set: 4 on
10/7 (previous high was 2). Eleven species on 10/3 was also a new
record (previous was ten). The Golden Eagle and Osprey totals were the
second best season. Sharp-shinned high was 413 on 10/10. Best Broadwinged count was 824 on 9/15. Red-tailed total was the low est in the past
five years. Last bird of the season was a Golden Eagle on 11/25. Eleven
observers helped with the count.

Bald Eagle Mt. Fire Tower (Centre)
John D. Peplinski, Compiler
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days
Coverage - hours

-

1
3

2
4

7
25

-

10
32

Turkey Vulture
Osprey
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Peregrine Falcon

-

6
2
2
1
4
2
2

12
5
3
74
-

3
5
1
2
2
76
4
40
-

-

21
2
5
7
4
2
2
1
154
4
40
2
2

-

19

94

133

-

246

Totals

The 22 Golden Eagle counted 11/6 is the 2nd highest single-day tally
reported since 1985, when 24 were seen 11/21/88.
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Little Gap Bird Observatory
(Northampton)

Wildcat Rocks (Cumberland)
Don and Robyn Henise, Compilers

Compiled by Mike Schall and LGBO staff
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days
Coverage - hours

7
40

28
188

27
214

23
156

3
13

88
611

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

1
10
1
5
5
23
6
4
1

7
302
17
39
1,234
100
7
8
1,544
168
168
10
8
77

9
35
281
4
84
3,469
307
33
38
29
1,052
2
11
130
41
28
148

1
2
10
41
11
18
21
18
855
2
23
3
45

2
1
2
-

18
37
593
34
169
4,719
425
62
64
1,596
2,083
4
34
302
51
39
271

56

3,689

5,701

1,050

5

10,501

Totals

Peak Osprey flights occurred on SW winds during the period 10/5–7; high
day was 10/6 with 73 indiv. A new season record of 593 Osprey was set.
Of 21 Bald Eagle aged by Schall there were 15 ad., 1 sub-ad., and 5 im m .
Two ad. Bald Eagle went by 12/9 (MS). Peak Sharpie flight was 10/6 with
707 indiv. The 62 N. Goshawk this year com pared favorably to the 15 in
1989. Of the 21 Golden Eagle aged by Schall there were 10 ad. and 11
im m . An excellent falcon flight on SW was noted 10/6, including 10
Peregrine, 12 Merlin, and 50 kestrels. New records set were 39 Peregrine
and 51 Merlin. Of 24 Peregrines aged, there were 17 ad. and 7 im m . Late
Peregrine went by 11/1 (BS), 11/5 and 11/12 (MS ). Fifteen of 23
Peregrines recorded by Schall went by after 1400 h. EST.

Route 183 - (Schuylkill/Berks)
Bob and Anne MacClay, Compilers
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days
Coverage - hours

4
24

27
166

22
125

26
119

7
24

86
458

Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

6
13
1
2
40
10
7
1
-

132
10
31
726
57
2
12
1,933
90
2
92
6
5
11

97
2
65
1,805
183
9
62
2
556
2
7
81
14
18
20

3
5
49
7
17
27
340
3
20
3

2
13
2
-

235
15
101
2,593
248
30
103
1,975
1,009
7
29
180
21
23
34

80

3,109

2,923

474

17

6,603

Totals
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Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days
Coverage - hours

6
22

17
98

13
73

5
25

-

41
218

Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

3
1
2
1
2
8
1
3
1

49
2
14
97
12
965
20
37
1
19

42
18
306
31
2
16
16
187
2
32
3
1
35

7
15
1
2
7
114
1
2

-

93
3
41
419
46
4
23
989
322
3
72
3
2
57

22

1,216

690

149

-

2,077

Totals

This was our first year at this location. W e were able to age all the eagles:
All 3 Bald Eagle w ere im m ature; for Golden Eagle, 2 were adult and 1
im m ature. N. Harrier sex ratios were 4 %, 7 &, 3 ö, and 27 unknown. Sex
ratio of Am . Kestrel was 24 % and 14 &, with 34 unknown.

Militia Hill (Montgomery)
Marylea Klauder, Compiler
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days

-

26

31

30

-

87

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

-

1
23
120
2
13
333
34
13
7,527
254
108
10
7
121

6
256
188
4
12
858
59
4
33
47
657
461
32
17
147

2
135
10
1
16
203
31
2
8
443
9
2
15
2
63

-

9
414
318
7
41
1,394
124
6
54
7,574
1,354
9
2
584
44
24
331

-

8,566

2,781

942

-

12,289

Totals

Our coverage was extended to full days, 7 days a week. Big Broadwinged day was 9/20 with 3,380 seen that m orning. W e again observed
a large m igration of Turkey Vultures in late Oct.
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Allegheny Front (Bedford/Somerset)
Ruth Sager, Compiler
Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

Coverage - days
Coverage - hours

1
6

27
161

29
192

26
153

-

83
512

Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Sw ainson's Haw k
Red-tailed
Rough-legged
Golden Eagle
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentified

1
6
79
1
3

39
3
15
164
26
663
1
55
33
1
59

65
26
3
32
1,311
126
4
49
20
1,018
8
11
55
13
26
63

12
3
28
30
8
5
10
233
3
23
12

-

77
66
9
75
1,511
160
9
59
762
1
1,306
11
34
89
13
27
137

90

1,059

2,830

367

-

4,346

Totals

OFF SHORE PELAGIC TRIP
May 24–25, 1991
Barnegat Light, N.J. to Hudson Canyon
(and return!)
Cost $75. For details call or write:
Alan Brady
Box 103
Wycombe, PA 18980
(215)598-7856

FOR SALE
Celestron C-90 Telescope
(used)

This is the 2nd year of coverage at this site by the Allegheny Plateau
Audubon Society. A watch was conducted from 1983–88 by this society
at Tussey Mt., Everett, in Bedford. All but the N. Goshawk and Golden
Eagle records for Tussey have now been broken at the Allegheny Front.

Very Good Condition
with 18m m (50X), 9m m (100X) eyepieces,
2.5X Barlow lens, Cam era Mount (Minolta),
Finding Scope and Carrying Case

$200.00 Contact:
Frank or Barb Haas
2469 Hammertown Road
Narvon, PA 17555
(215)445-9609

Rocky Ridge (York)
Jerry Dyer, Compiler

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered
Broad-winged
Red-tailed
Am . Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Totals

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Totals

5
4
1
3
9
3
-

43
7
15
212
19
2
1,539
19
48
5

8
106
12
3
211
19
3
14
15
69
16
1
1

2
5
5
1
2
10
93
-

-

10
111
60
7
18
432
40
5
26
1,557
190
67
1
6

25

1,909

478

118

-

2,530

We wish to acknowledge the following indiv
supporting PENNSY LVANIA BIRDS through
additional gifts.
Rosann Bongey
Paul Denit
Tom Garner
John & Peggy Ginaven
Ann E. Lessel
Tom Reeves
Gerald Trout

Sharpies, Cooper's, and Peregrine totals were significantly higher based
on num ber of hours. A 1st for the lookout, a Common Raven, apparently
was blown in by a storm 11/10.
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A New Hawk Watch,
Council Cup
Luzerne County
Alan C. Gregory
Yet another attempt at
docum enting the passage of
m igra tin g ra p to rs th ro u g h
Pennsylvania was attempted in the
fall of 1990— but this tim e in
previously uncharted territory at a
site in southern Luzerne County
known as Council Cup.
In cooperation with the Hawk
Migration Association of North
America (HM ANA), members of
the North Branch Bird Club
(NBBC), led by Alan Gregory, who
served as compiler for the site,
established a new hawk watching
station at this site atop a low ridge
overlooking the North Branch
Susquehanna River about five
miles north of Berwick.
The observers logged just
under 200 hours of observation
betw een 26 August and 17
Novem ber. The results, while not
comparable with hawk watching
stations atop the Kittatinny Ridge
to the south and east, do, however,
provide a firm index to the use of
this river corridor by migrating
birds of prey.
All species of raptors regularly
seen in the East, with the
exception of Black Vulture, were
recorded from the site in its
inaugural season of counting. W e
attempted to cover at least the
m id-part of each day, with
extended coverage on days with the
most promising flight conditions.
The Council Cup site, long a
favorite with local birders and
raptor enthusiasts, oftentim es
provides excellent close-up views of
m igrant raptors, p articularly
Sharp-shinned and Red-tailed
hawks. The hawk watch sits atop a
sheer cliff and with strong westerly
and
n o r t h w e ste r ly
winds,
migrating raptors will ride the
updrafts created by this rock wall.
The birds, then, tend to fly by right
at eye-level or slightly higher as
they move down the river-front
ridge line.
With
only
53
days
of
observation, our coverage was not
continuous, but the results, again,
do provide an index to the use of
this corridor by migrating raptors.
A p p re ciation is exten ded to
naturalist John Fridman, whose
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

employer, the Pennsylvania Power
& Light Co., owns much of the
Council Cup site, and to Nancy
Dennis of the N BBC, a long-tim e
Council Cup hawk watcher. She
provided coverage at the site when
I was unable to be there and also
helped document our flight of
B ro ad-w inged and Red-tailed
hawks.
We recorded a total of 2677
raptors in 193 hours of observation.
Our Broad-winged Hawk flight was
concentrated over a three-day span
(15-17 Septem ber) w ith the
g re a te st flight occurring 17
September with 578 birds counted
in three main kettles. Other daily
highs included 119 Red-tails on 12
November, 60 Sharpies on 6
October and 15 Osprey on 2
October.
O ur season totals for 15
species were:
85
60
2
25
362
39
3
8
1011
884
1
3
87
6
4

Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle (2 .imm)
N. Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
N. Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle (2 imm. and 1 age
undetermined)
Am. Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon

We hope to extend our coverage
for 1991—perhaps with another 100
hours or more of observation. Birders
a n d h a wk wat chers i n the
Luzerne/Columbia area who would
like to help at the site in 1991 should
contact Alan Gregory.
P.O. Box 571
Conyngham, PA 18219.

Notes from PA Rt. 183
Hawk Watch
Schuylkill/Berks County
Bob MacClay

way.
Gypsy Moths were at work, but
leaves came back fairly well. If only we
could train them to eat the top 25 feet
off the trees across the road. How's
that for an environmentalist? Well,
after a visit back to Bake Oven Knob
this fall, where you can see the whole
world, we're a little "scrunched" at 183.
But even with limited vision (Why do
you think we have relatively few
unidentified?) we get some good looks
at birds. As someone said about a
Golden Eagle, "You could see right up
his nostrils!" Also the albino Red-tailed
Hawk was low, close, beautiful. That
was our "bird of the year" along with
the last recorded Red-tailed, which
somehow seemed the prettiest.
A Solitary Sandpiper came in
from the east, landed, stayed four
days, 80 to 100 feet away from us. Pat
Essler got nice pictures. Kestrel spent
a whole day eating grasshoppers,
although the first "grasshopper" was a
bird. Now and then a hawk lands in a
tree. Goldfinches, bluebirds, waxwings,
kinglets and other nice "dickie" birds
close by to be admired.
Our 6,603 total hawks (not
including vultures) doesn't sound like
too many, but we had a great year, as
always. Good visitors, but we want to
especially thank Bob and Joan Silagy
(and April), Pat Santee, Ann Marie
Liebner, Gerry Church, Pat Essler and
Dan Knarr. Church and Essler stopped
for one hour on 19 December and in
about 15 minutes had one Golden
Eagle, a N. Harrier and 19 Tundra
Swan not included in the count.
Other non-raptors seen were: 19
Common Loon; 125 (three flocks)
Double-crested Cormorant; 1 Great
Blue Heron; 112 (three flocks) Tundra
Swan; 4140 (81 flocks) Canada Goose;
75 (1 flock) Brant; a few ducks (some
Black and 75 scoter sp.); 3660 gulls,
mostly Ring-billed; 30 Dunlin on 9/30;
3 Belted Kingfisher; Ruffed Grouse;
Snow Bunting.
Seven Osprey with fish were
seen. Tagged birds included 1 Sharpie
and 6 Red-tailed.
This will be our last year of daily
data compilation. From now on we will
be up there just as casual observers,
but that's what we said in 1975 when
we started going there!
625 Schuylkill Street
Cressona, PA 17929

Another season of watching God's
creation at "183." The gates are up and
what a great improvement! It means
we hike in a bit, 200 to 400 feet,
according to where we park, but no
problem. The area is cleaner and gives
us more peace and quiet without the
vehicles. More frogs, a mother mallard
raised young in the spring, pileated are
around much more, etc. We like it this
176
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Militia Hill
Montgomery County
Marylea Klauder
This year we extended the watch
to cover the entire day, 7 days a
week. Sultry days in early September
passed slowly. We winced from sore
neck muscles and talked of the cold
front we needed. It arrived on 17
September along with the Channel 10
TV News team, gusty cool winds, a
clear blue sky splashed with scuttling
powder puffs, and kettles of Broadwinged Hawks. We identified 1,457
raptors, making it the biggest day of
the three years, and then went home
to watch ourselves and our binocularadorned faces on the evening news.
Three days later we seemed to
have kettles in every quadrant. They
rose slowly, more birds streaming in
at the bottom and circling higher and
higher. They joined above us and
streamed across the sky by the
hundreds for most of the morning. By
noon we realized that in just over two
weeks this September we had
counted more raptors than we had
seen in the three months last year,
over 6000 so far.
A huge migration of broad-wings
is a fantastic sight. Those of us who
had been fortunate enough to be
there will remember the spectacular
morning for a long time. Brenda had
always wanted to see a kettle, she
saw a whole kitchen full. Don has
birded for years but had never seen
as many as this. George, compiler of
the day, ran in circles trying to count,
compile, and snap off an occasional
photograph. And I went home that
night wondering if it had all been just
a fantastic dream.
By the end of September we had
counted 120 Osprey, 7527 broadwings, and 919 other raptors of 11
other species. One of the two Bald
Eagles had spent 5 minutes in view
and paused briefly for pictures when
it was right overhead. At an elevation
of only 250 feet where we stand, we
see 99% of the birds from below.
The first day of October brought
thousands of Canada Geese in long
skeins at great altitudes, sometimes
visible only with binoculars. We
found three Snow Geese among the
darker birds.
A visitor from Arizona was with
us on 7 October for the first goshawk
of the year. On 16 October twelve of
us were on the hill to count the ten
thousandth raptor. After cheers and
congratulations we all signed the
compiler's daily sheet which included
the exact time at which Jim had
sighted that very special Red-tailed
PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS

Hawk. By late October we had
recorded the 300th Osprey. On 27
October a large migration of Turkey
Vultures brought a single day's total
to 255 and put us over 11,000 for the
season. Cold weather has its own
rewards.
The Halloween Party has
become an annual event. Forty-five of
us gathered at the park pavilion for a
picnic feast and group photograph.
Among the surprises were 3
goshawks over the hill and a 7-foot
tall, very charming bald eagle at the
picnic.
The
Rough-legged
Hawks
arrived during the second week of
November. Cold winds brought tears
to our eyes but Sue brought hot
chocolate to our rescue. Tundra
Swans crossed the hill on their way
to the coast. On 11 November we
counted two Golden Eagles. Now our
list of all 16 East Coast expected
raptors was complete. The twelve
thousandth raptor was a Sharpshinned Hawk that rested briefly in a
tree. Then an Indian summer
afternoon produced another first for
the group as a Red Bat, beautiful in
the sunlight, hunted close over our
heads. Cold days returned, with a
flight of over 200 Snow Geese.
Thanksgiving, a few more days, and
then the month was over with a total
for the season of 12,289.
That number represents a great
many hours of dedication as well as
an amazing number of birds. Three
years ago few people believed that
any sizable number of migrating
raptors could be counted at this
location. Now there are many people
who find time each day or each week
to join the compilers and help search
the sky. They look for that tiny dot
that slowly takes shape and
proclaims by its size, color, and the
nature of its flight, which species it
represents. It's not an easy game they
play, perhaps that is why it is so
intriguing. Sometimes the bird keeps
its secret and must be counted as
"unidentified." But usually patience
and persistence pay off and a good
clear look at the last moment makes
the decision possible.
One beautifully marked bird,
with sunlight streaming through the
feathers and wings set in full soar is
all the reward we could ask for. And
this year those rewards have come
BY THE HUNDREDS.
513 Hunters Lane
Oreland, PA 19075
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Wildcat Rocks
Cumberland County
Don and Robyn Henise
We began our season on 11
August spending 3½ hours on the
lookout, but no migrating raptor was
seen. The first tallied was an adult
Broad-winged Hawk passing by on 12
August. The rest of the month passed
with only 22 hawks counted in 22
hours of watching. Not a great
beginning, but Robyn and I had
committed ourselves to watching
from this location at least through
Broad-wing season. On Labor Day we
counted 41 hawks including the
second Bald Eagle of the season. Our
spirits were lifted by the flight that
day. It finally looked as if we would
be rewarded for our patience.
The Broad-wing flight began to
pick up momentum on 8 September.
Sixty-one were counted among the
total of 86 hawks. On the 13th, Judy
Stine had what turned out to be the
highest count day of the season. She
saw 395 Broad-wings, 402 total
hawks, including an immature Bald
Eagle. On the 15th, 243 Broad-wings
passed by and 97 the next day.
The remainder of the season was
rather slow, never topping 100 hawks
in a day. On 6 October a Merlin
stooped on our Great Horned Owl
decoy and then soared in a thermal
giving us an unusually long look at
one of these small falcons. Our first
Golden Eagle was observed the next
day. On the 13th, Rick and Tina
Watts counted two Merlin. 3
November brought a spectacular
immature Golden Eagle and two
immature N. Goshawks. Our
observations at Wildcat Rocks ended
11 November with 47 raptors passing
the lookout.
It's difficult to draw any
conclusions after only one season at
this location, especially since most of
our coverage was just on weekends.
We had coverage on 41 of 93 days
from 11 August through 11
November. On 6 of those days the
coverage was two or less hours and
on 10 of those days the coverage was
3 or less hours. That leaves only 31
days in which the coverage was
greater than 3 hours.
All of the regular diurnal
raptors were observed except for
Rough-legged Hawk. Both Black and
Turkey vultures were observed all
season going every direction, up and
down and across the ridge making it
impossible to distinguish migrants
from locals.
We had several interesting
observations of non-raptors. A total of
86 bird species was observed from the
VOLUME 4 NO.4

lookout area. Also of special note was
a count of 539 Monarch Butterfly. A
single flock of 61 Double-crested
Cormorants was seen 20 October, one
flock of 130 Tundra Swan on 10
November. Judy Stine flushed out a
Ruffed Grouse at the base of the
rocks on 1 October. Olive-sided
Flycatchers were seen on 31 August
and 22 September. Common Ravens
were seen and heard quite regularly
cruising up and down the ridge. A
Hermit Thrush visited the rocks on
2–4 November, with two seen on the
4th. Four species of vireo were
tallied, including the Yellow-throated
(19 August) and Philadelphia (18
September). We saw no big push of
warblers, however 15 species were
observed including Blue-winged (31
August) and Worm-eating (19
August). Perhaps the most exciting
passerine was the pair of Evening
Grosbeak which flew across the
lookout on 2 November calling as
they went and giving us a splendid
view of their white wing patches.
An interesting raptor was seen
about 10 miles from the hawk watch.
On 24 October, an adult Prairie
Falcon was found along Mud Level
Road in western Cumberland. The
bird was approached quite closely
and did not have any jesses or visible
bands on its legs. A report, with
photographs, has been submitted to
the Pennsylvania Ornithological
Records Committee.
We hope to continue our watch
at this interesting location in 1991.
Perhaps we can increase our hours of
observation and extend the season
into late November or early
December. We are also going to
conduct a count in the spring of this
year to determine what type of flight
Wildcat Rocks might have.
We would like to express our
thanks to Judy Stine for providing
some weekday coverage on her days
off and to Rick and Tina Watts for
covering for us occasionally on
weekends when we were not able to
be there.
763 Green Spring Rd.
Newville, PA 17241
(717) 776-6550

Another Big Year
Attempt
By now some of you may have
been contacted by Deuane Hoffman
of Harrisburg. He is doing a Big Year
in Pennsylvania in 1991. He has two
goals this year. First, he will be
attempting to break his own record
of 268 species in one year, and
second, he will be making an assault
on our Big Year record in 1986 when
we had 288 species. (In addition,
Joe Swertinski of Delaware is
trying to break our Delaware Big
Year record of 280 that we set in
1981!)
Advantages for him this year
are: 1) now he is old enough to drive,
2) his work schedule will permit him
flexibility to get out frequently, and
3) youth, 21 years old, to absorb the
rigors of miles and miles of driving
and walking necessary for this
endeavor.
If you find a rare bird this year,
please call him collect at (717) 5647475, as he is ready to travel
anywhere in the state, frequently at
a moment's notice, to achieve his
goals.
We will keep you posted on his
progress. As of January, he already
had two species we did not see in our
Big Year, Eurasian Wigeon and
King Eider. But we had Say's
Phoebe and Clay-colored
Sparrow by then. In February, he
added Thayer's Gull, Hawk Owl
and Ross's Goose (See next issue for
special reports on the owl and goose),
which we also did not get in our Big
Year, but we had White-winged
Crossbill and Pine Grosbeak. It
will be very interesting to compare
notes throughout the year.
By January's end he had 111
species, we stood at 99. As we go to
press in late February, he has 123,
while we had 109 by the end of
February.
He does not know what the
morrow might bring and we wish
him luck... especially on goal number
one! Just kidding, Deuane. Go for it!!

About the Cover Artist
Dave Krueger
This marks Dave's third cover
for PENNSYLVANIA BIRDS, his
previous covers were Volume 3,
Number 2 and Volume 3, Number 3.
His last cover, a Swainson's
Warbler, accompanied a fine article
about that species, including an
additional illustration and
photograph.
Dave has returned to college,
but still finds time for his artistic
pursuits and, of course, birding.

Barb and Frank
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