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Happy October! We hope you all are enjoying the cooler weather and fall migration. Let's dive into
this weeks updates.

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:
kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!
-Kaitlyn Stouch
The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Nancy VanCott.

PSO Birding Festival 2026 Field Trips


https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzUwLCIxNmY5YzNhZGU4YjYiLDAsMCwzOCwxXQ

Photo by Mike Fialkovich

Jeff Kenney took the lead organizing field trips for the birding festival, working closely with the
Juniata Valley Audubon Society chapter, especially Connor Schmitt, and Joe Gyekis to recruit walk
leaders for our outings. Many leaders stepped up to volunteer their time and serve as host, including
Mark Bonta, Tracy Mosebey, Eric Oliver and Angie Spagnoli, Justin Merry, Greg and Deb Grove, Mark
Nale, Denice Rodaniche (who led a Nature Journaling activity), Roger Higbee, Doug Wentzel, Jon
Kauffman, and also Connor, Jeff and Joe.

Blair County is home to a spectacular riparian forest along the Juniata River, home to one of the
most impressive concentrations of breeding neotropical migrants along the Lower (rhymes with the
bower like bower bird) Trail. Various sections of that trail were a focus of repeated outings,
especially around the Mt. Etna trailhead, and these were richly rewarded with Cerulean Warblers and
other beloved breeding birds.

The Bonta family's Plummer's Hollow nature reserve is one of the leading eBird hotspots statewide,
with outstanding birding effort for any location with little open water. Brave souls signed up to join
the walk led by Mark, as Brian Shema recounts:

Saturday'’s early morning Plummer’s Hollow wasn't for the weary, but did not disappoint. As we
reached the trail, as if on queue, birds began their pre-dawn chorus. Scarlet Tanagers started the
show, Wood Thrushes and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks soon joined in. American Redstarts were the
first warblers detected, and then, Worm-eating Warbler, our target bird, sang its trilled song. Just
ahead, a pair were feeding young in a trailside nest. No binoculars needed, they foraged within 15
feet at times.

During the hike, we would add nearly a dozen more Worm-eating Warblers to our list. A surprise
Porcupine snoozed on a branch above our heads. The group was stunned when a strange song
turned out to be Magnolia Warbler. The hollow was busy with breeding birds. Multiple nest were



found, including an Acadian Flycatcher nest that was so loosely constructed, we wondered how its
nestlings remained safe.

Combined across the entire festival period, including field trips and independent birding, in Blair
County and the adjacent counties where field trips were led, we found 127 species (not bad for high
summer) on 237 checklists that were shared to the "pso birding data" account.
https://ebird.org/tripreport/494770

Gathering information from trip leaders in advance using a survey was helpful for assembling the
leader contact information, trip meetup date, time, location (including lat/long pin), descriptions of
the habitat/target birds, walking effort, bathroom availability, and other details in an organized
fashion. But even with this spreadsheet in hand, it was still a great effort by Jeff to email this
information out to every group of outing participants in advance to make sure everyone had the
information that they needed. This made life easy for trip leaders and for trip participants, and
hopefully will be reproducible for the next festival.

Article by Joe Gyekis and Brian Shema

This Week's Avian Action Alerts
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1.Environmental Scorecard for PA State Legislators

The midterms are approaching. Our vote is our voice and hopefully we will use it wisely. Attached
are two links - the first will take you to a site that will show you how our legislators voted on some
important environmental issues as determined by Conservation Voters of PA, The Sierra Club, Clean
Water Action and Clean Air Action. Please take some time to review the bills and how your Reps and
Senators voted on them.

https:/www.sierraclub.org/sites/default/files/2026-08/2025-2026_environmental_scorecard.pdf

If you are unsure of what district you live in or who your Representative or Senator is - use this link to
find your district.

https:/mapmaker.millersville.edu/pamaps/PAHouse/

2. Save Cintra Woods

Think Globally - Act Locally

Cintra Woods is a 5-acre parcel of open space located in New Hope, Bucks Co. Despite 200 years of
historic significance, Cintra Woods was removed from the National Register of Historic Places in
October of 2025. Now there is a proposed plan to develop the property and build 17 luxury
townhouses on the site. Residents of New Hope are working to defeat this plan.

The current zoning is for a historically protected single-family estate zone (consistent with the prior
historic mansion that was unfortunately demolished in 2023). The Save Cintra Woods group
opposes the rezoning and the development variances required to put luxury townhomes on the site.
Because the woods at Cintra are historic, central to New Hope, and currently feature multi-
generational specimen trees planted by the original builder William Maris in the 1700s, we feel the
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site could be conserved if there is no ability to build the high-density townhomes that were
proposed. We plan to do this with high turn-out and engagement at New Hope Boro council and sub-
committee meetings over the coming months.

If you are interested in helping, click on the attached link to find out what can be done.

https://savecintrawoods.org/#take-action

Submitted by Rich Rieger, PSO Conservation Committee

REMINDER: Bradford County Birding Spotlight
Information
-]

On October 16th, join us as we lead a 4-day

concentrated effort to bird Bradford County!

. - . Bradford County
This is a county that we are hitting during the Birding Spotlight
late fall migration season. Last year we had a . = S -

great visit to a county to the East; let's see
what we can do this October, going 1 county
west. We have bird outings lined up for several
days. Click the button below to find out the
iternary!

Click Here to Read More

2027 County Spotlight Dates...
-]
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Mark your calendars in 2027 for our county
spotlights!

They will be:

March 12-15th Clearfield county

April 23-26 Franklin county

October - Potter County dates TBA

More information will be coming soon. Short eared owl- Lawrence county, Volant.
Photo by Jeanette Green
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Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and
friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred
platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders
around the state.
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