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With the official start of fall just a few days away, many birders are beginning their fall migration
birding walks or backyard observations.

Whether you're an avid hiker or a feeder watcher, grab a flannel, a sweater, and your warm drink of
choice as we dive into this weeks light updates!

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:
kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!
-Kaitlyn Stouch
The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Patricia Rossi, taken at Tyler State Park in Newtown,
Bucks County, PA..

REMINDER: Urge Lawmakers to Designate the Scarlet
Tanager as Pennsylvania's State Migratory Bird


https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzQ5LCI5ZTI5NGZjNzFkNDUiLDAsMCwzNywxXQ

We need your help to pass a bill that would
designate the Scarlet Tanager as
Pennsylvania's official state migratory bird!
Send a note to your lawmaker asking them to
cosponsor House Bill 2316. The more
cosponsors we find, the better chances this
bill has of passing.

This effort will help raise awareness about the
connection between birds and Pennsylvania's
forests. Scarlet Tanagers act as an important
indicator of overall forest health. Where they
thrive, forests are resilient; where they decline,

it signals fragmentation and ecological stress
that also impacts people.

Send your lawmaker a message today!

Click Here to Begin your Message!

This Week's Avian Action Alerts

1. A SECOND REMINDER - PLEASE WRITE TO OPPOSE REMOVING THE ROADLESS RULE!

The Trump Administration plans to rescind (or roll back) the 2001 Roadless Rule that protects 45
million acres of national forest so it can be logged and developed. We, the people, have stated over
and over again that these lands belong to us, not to big corporations like timber companies, oil and


https://act.audubon.org/a/urge-your-legislator-designate-scarlet-tanager-pennsylvanias-state-migratory-bird?contactdata=&ms=aud-email-advocacy&nvep=&hmac=&emci=f8c6d482-2443-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=

gas drilling, and other developers.

We have until Monday, September 21, 2026, to send comments to:
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-

conservation#open-comment

Write your comments against rescinding the Roadless Rule — give examples why you are against
this plan, putting it in your own words. Give personal reasons.

Here's why you should act now!

Pennsylvania contains 514,029 acres of National Forest land, according to the U.S. Forest Service,
in just one National Forest: the Allegheny National Forest, found in Elk, Forest, McKean, and Warren

Counties. There are 25,000 acres of national forest land in Pennsylvania protected under the 2001
Roadless Area Conservation Rule. That's a small percentage of Allegheny National Forest but
developing it could have huge negative impacts on birds like winter wrens, Swainson’s thrush, and
many warbler species.

Key Facts About Pennsylvania's Roadless Forests

All 25,000 roadless acres are located within the Allegheny National Forest, which is

Pennsylvania's only national forest.

This protected land accounts for roughly 5% of the overall 513,000-acre Allegheny National
Forest. The remaining 95% is already highly fragmented due to various levels of logging,
drilling, and road infrastructure.

Notable Areas: The Roadless Rule protects old-growth environments within the forest,
including portions of the Hearts Content Scenic Area and areas surrounding Minister Creek.

The U.S. Forest Service has issued proposals to rescind the federal Roadless Rule nationwide, a
move that would shift management back to local foresters and potentially open these remaining
25,000 acres to commercial development.

What's the downside of opening the Allegheny National Forest to logging and drilling?

Fire risk: Studies show that roadless areas are 4x less likely to burn from wildfires since new
1 roads bring vehicles and human activity, which cause over 99% of forest wildfires.

Habitat and Avian Breeding Areas Degraded: Ancient trees in Hearts Content Scenic Area
Old-Growth Forest could face logging and commercial-scale roads, thus impacting avian
) species that nest in old-growth forests.

Pollution and Forest Fragmentation: Road construction and logging cause heavy soil erosion,
which could pollute Minister Creek and could also fragment Heart’s Content which is part of
3 “Pennsylvania’s Songbird Nursery,” critical habitat for many nesting birds.

Eco-tourism: The nature-tourism industry could be harmed by ruining the “wild” character of
4 Minister Creek or Hearts Content.
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Let's keep our forests wild! Please send your comments before Monday, September 21:
https:/www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-

area-conservation#open-comment

2. PROTECT SPOTTED OWLS AND OLD-GROWTH FORESTS FROM USFWS LOGGING

In September 2024, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) released a plan to shoot 450,000
Barred Owls over 30 years, at a projected cost of up to $1.35 billion. The stated purpose was to help
the threatened Northern Spotted Owl, which shares old-growth forests across California, Oregon,
and Washington with is more adaptable cousin, the Barred Owl, which the FWS labeled as,
“invasive.”

But now the truth has surfaced, a second USFWS rulemaking, published in July 2026, revealed what
is actually at stake. That rule stripped the word “harm” from the Endangered Species Act,
eliminating habitat protections that have shielded wildlife for 50 years. Together, the two rules work
as a coordinated opening: shooting Barred Owls is designed to trigger incidental take permits
allowing big timber companies to actually displace and harm Northern Spotted Owls, since the ESA
habitat protection rollback removes the requirement to protect their habitat. Kill the owls, count it as
an offset, cut the trees.

READ MORE AND SIGN THE PETITION

3. HELP BIRDS — PLANT NATIVE PLANTS IN YOUR BACKYARD!

Hawk Mountain Fall Native Plant Sale: Saturday, Sept 19 from 10 AM to 3 PM

Choose from a variety of fall flowering Pennsylvania native wildflowers including asters, goldenrods,
milkweeds, coneflowers, black-eyed Susans, and more. The sale will also feature a selection of
native vines, grasses, ferns, trees and shrubs.

Learn from native plant volunteers who are dedicated to helping you find the perfect plants for your
yard. All plants separated by habitat, such as sunny/hot or shady/wet.

MORE DETAILS HERE

Need help or have questions? Email PSO President Laura Jackson

REMINDER: Bradford County Birding Spotlight
Information
-]
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On October 16th, join us as we lead a 4-day
concentrated effort to bird Bradford County!

Bradford County

This is a county that we are hitting during the
late fall migration season. Last year we had a
great visit to a county to the East; let’s see
what we can do this October, going 1 county
west. We have bird outings lined up for several
days. Click the button below to find out the
iternary!

Click Here to Read More

October 16-19, 2026

fa

2027 County Spotlight Dates...
- _________00_00_0_]

Mark your calendars in 2027 for our county
spotlights!

They will be:
March 12-15th Clearfield county

April 23-26 Franklin county

October - Potter County dates TBA

More information will be coming soon Short eared owl- Lawrence county, Volant.

Photo by Jeanette Green

Organization Information
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To email a PSO officer or Board Member, click on the name below.

Officers
President — Laura Jackson (Bedford)
Vice-President — Carolyn Hendricks (Bedford)

Secretary — Sheree Daugherty (Allegheny)
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Treasurer — Franklin Haas (Lancaster)

Board Members
David Barber (Schuylkill) , Chelsea Beck (Elk), Brian Brynes (Delaware), Joseph Gyekis (Centre),

Aidan Hannon (Lackawanna) Jeff Kenney (Chester), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton), Justin Merry,
(Cambria), Richard Rieger (Schuylkill), Connor Schmitt (Blair), Brian Shema (Allegheny), Doug

Wentzel (Huntingdon), Karter Witmer (Tioga)

Newsletter Editor
Kaitlyn Stouch (Centre)

Pennsylvania Birds Editor
Mark Bonta (Blair)

Mailing Address

PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd
Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and
friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred
platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders
around the state.

60o
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