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Welcome to September and the start of fall migration! While we are still enjoying some warmer
weather with what is left of summer, the increase in rain is reminding us what this wonderful season
has in store for us.

We have very important Avian Action Alerts and the birding festival eBird trip report to share in this
newsletter, so let us dive in.

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:
kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!
-Kaitlyn Stouch
The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Cliff Hence.

PSO Birding Festival 2026 eBird Trip Report
-]

Here it is folks! The long-awaited eBird List from the PSO Birding Festival!

Remember the good old days when every species was called out and the audience responded with
Yes!...or Really!...or Where did you see that bird?...or We missed that one!


https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzQ4LCIyM2VlMWZiMjUxY2QiLDAsMCwzNiwxXQ

We promise to bring some of that camaraderie back next year when we meet in Erie on October 1 -
3, 2027, but until then, please enjoy reviewing the impressive 3-day list of 127 species plus six other
taxa combined from a whopping 237 checklists dated from June 19 through June 21, 2026.

Congratulations to all the field trip leaders, organizers, and attendees with a special thanks to Jeff
Kenney for his dedicated efforts to make sure each birder ended up at the right place at the right

time. Thank you, Jeff, for your diligence.

https://ebird.org/tripreport/494770?continue

Don't forget to read the narrative to see what counties were included.

Good birding!

Submitted by President Laura Jackson
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Photo by John Flannigan

This Week's Avian Action Alerts
-


https://ebird.org/tripreport/494770?continue

These Two Action Alerts are critical to protect birds and habitats!!

1.PLEASE WRITE TO OPPOSE REMOVING THE ROADLESS RULE!

The Trump Administration plans to rescind (or roll back) the 2001 Roadless Rule that protects 45
million acres of national forest so it can be logged and developed. We, the people, have stated over
and over again that these lands belong to us, not to big corporations like timber companies, oil and
gas drilling, and other developers.

We have until Monday, September 21, 2026, to send comments to:
https:/www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-

area-conservation#open-comment

Write your comments against rescinding the Roadless Rule — give examples why you are against
this plan, putting it in your own words. Give personal reasons.

Here's why you should act now!

Pennsylvania contains 514,029 acres of National Forest land, according to the U.S. Forest Service,
in just one National Forest: the Allegheny National Forest, found in Elk, Forest, McKean, and Warren

Counties. There are 25,000 acres of national forest land in Pennsylvania protected under the 2001
Roadless Area Conservation Rule. That's a small percentage of Allegheny National Forest but
developing it could have huge negative impacts on birds like winter wrens, Swainson’s thrush, and
many warbler species.

Key Facts About Pennsylvania's Roadless Forests

All 25,000 roadless acres are located within the Allegheny National Forest, which is

. Pennsylvania’s only national forest.


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation#open-comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation#open-comment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegheny_National_Forest
https://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny

This protected land accounts for roughly 5% of the overall 513,000-acre Allegheny National
Forest. The remaining 95% is already highly fragmented due to various levels of logging,
drilling, and road infrastructure.

Notable Areas: The Roadless Rule protects old-growth environments within the forest,
including portions of the Hearts Content Scenic Area and areas surrounding Minister Creek.

The U.S. Forest Service has issued proposals to rescind the federal Roadless Rule nationwide, a
move that would shift management back to local foresters and potentially open these remaining
25,000 acres to commercial development.

What's the downside of opening the Allegheny National Forest to logging and drilling?

1. Fire risk: Studies show that roadless areas are 4x less likely to burn from wildfires since new
roads bring vehicles and human activity, which cause over 99% of forest wildfires.

2. Habitat and Avian Breeding Areas Degraded: Ancient trees in Hearts Content Scenic Area
Old-Growth Forest could face logging and commercial-scale roads, thus impacting avian
species that nest in old-growth forests.

3. Pollution and Forest Fragmentation: Road construction and logging cause heavy soil erosion,
which could pollute Minister Creek and could also fragment Heart’s Content which is part of
“Pennsylvania’s Songbird Nursery,” critical habitat for many nesting birds.

4. Eco-tourism: The nature-tourism industry could be harmed by ruining the “wild” character of
Minister Creek or Hearts Content.

Let's keep our forests wild! Please send your comments before Monday, September 21:
https:/www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-

area-conservation#open-comment

2. PROTECT AMERICA'S ROADLESS FORESTS — TELL CONGRESS TO ACT!

The Endangered Species Coalition supports the Roadless Area Conservation Act (H.R. 3930 in the
House and S. 2042 in the Senate), that would make existing protections for inventoried roadless
areas permanent. If passed, the legislation would provide lasting protection for roadless areas
within the National Forest System.

Roadless areas provide habitat for hundreds of endangered, threatened, and at-risk plants and
animals. They also connect national parks, wilderness areas, and other protected lands, giving
wildlife the space needed to feed, migrate, reproduce, and adapt.

Once these forests are fragmented by permanent roads and industrial development, they may never
be whole again. We have an opportunity to protect them before that happens.

TAKE ACTION

Need help or have questions? Email PSO President Laura Jackson


https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/planning/roadless/state-maps/acreage-summaries
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation#open-comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/08/20/2026-16965/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation#open-comment
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-americas-roadless-forests-tell-congress-to-act?link_id=3&can_id=04f75f9c818fc52ec4e41cd859fea281&source=email-protect-americas-roadless-forests-tell-congress-to-act&email_referrer=email_3359860&email_subject=protect-americas-roadless-forests-tell-congress-to-act-_&&

Bradford County Birding Spotlight Information
-]

On October 16th, join us as we lead a 4-day

concentrated effort to bird Bradford County!

) Bradford County
This is a county that we are hitting during the Birding Spotlight
late fall migration season. Last year we had a /- T L

great visit to a county to the East; let's see
what we can do this October, going 1 county
west. We have bird outings lined up for several
days. Click the button below to find out the
iternary!

Click Here to Read More

2027 County Spotlight Dates...
-]

Mark your calendars in 2027 for our county
spotlights!

They will be:
March 12-15th Clearfield county
April 23-26 Franklin county

October - Potter County dates TBA

More information will be coming soon Short eared owl- Lawrence county, Volant.

Photo by Jeanette Green

Organization Information

To email a PSO officer or Board Member, click on the name below.

Officers


https://pabirds.org/bradford-county-spotlight/https://pabirds.org/bradford-county-spotlight/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025

President — Laura Jackson (Bedford)
Vice-President — Carolyn Hendricks (Bedford)

Secretary — Sheree Daugherty (Allegheny)

Treasurer — Franklin Haas (Lancaster)

Board Members

David Barber (Schuylkill) , Chelsea Beck (Elk), Brian Brynes (Delaware), Joseph Gyekis (Centre),
Aidan Hannon (Lackawanna) Jeff Kenney (Chester), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton), Justin Merry,
(Cambria), Richard Rieger (Schuylkill), Connor Schmitt (Blair), Brian Shema (Allegheny), Doug

Wentzel (Huntingdon), Karter Witmer (Tioga)

Newsletter Editor
Kaitlyn Stouch (Centre)

Pennsylvania Birds Editor
Mark Bonta (Blair)

Mailing Address

PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd
Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and
friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred
platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders
around the state.
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https://pabirds.org/contact-laura-jackson/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
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https://pabirds.org/contact-joseph-gyekis/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
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https://pabirds.org/contact-richard-rieger/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
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https://pabirds.org/contact-doug-wentzel/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-doug-wentzel/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
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https://pabirds.org/contact-mark-bonta/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/organization/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://www.facebook.com/pabirds/
https://www.facebook.com/pabirds/
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