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The Biweekly Newsletter for the Pennsylvania Society for

Ornithology

Thursday, August 20th, 2026

We hope you are all enjoying your last weeks of summer. We have a lot of updates to share in this

edition, so let's dive right in!

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:

kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!

-Kaitlyn Stouch

The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of William Libhart.

PSO Birding Festival Friday Conservation Project

Article and Photos by Laura Jackson

Friday, June 19, 2026, was a pleasant and sunny afternoon to spend planting native wildflowers at

the Duncansville Memorial Park. This natural area is the cornerstone of the newly designated

Duncansville Bird Town. Twelve PSO members worked under the direction of Jordan Sesame Wild

and his helper, McKenzie, who supplied the native plants, and Annette Lewis, a resident and

Duncansville Council member. We planted about 80 native plants in and around the rain garden,

adding more greenery around the elderberry shrubs, monarda, dogwood shrubs, and other natives

already flourishing in the rain garden. The enthusiasm was high, and everyone pitched in to add

more native plants to help with runoff control and to provide habitat and food for birds.
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Armed with shovels, trowels, and buckets of water, PSO members eagerly planted native flowers in

the Duncansville Rain Garden as part of the PSO Conservation Project.

After watering the new plantings, we had time for a short bird walk in a wooded area of the park.

Thanks to a recent donation by the Pennsylvania Game Commission, the park also has a chimney

swift tower, so some members checked that out before heading over to the Convention Center to

register for the Festival.

Many thanks to Jordan Sesame Wild and McKenzie for directing the native planting in the

Duncansville Memorial Park Rain Garden (front row). Back row, L-R: Annette Lewis (Duncansville

Council), Sara Street, Justin Merry, Tim Grover, Julianne Pasini, Brian Lada, Sarah Lada, Cameron

Gallagher, Julie Novacek, James Novacek, Mike Jackson. Missing from photo: Laura Jackson.
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This Week's Avian Action Alerts

1.SUPPORT THE SAFEGUARDING ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

Congressmen Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA-1) and Mike Quigley (D-IL-5), Co-Chairs of the Congressional

Animal Protection Caucus, introduced the Safeguarding Endangered Species Act, bipartisan

legislation to nullify the Administration’s recently finalized rule weakening the Endangered Species

Act’s protections against destructive habitat loss.

This short but powerful bill can be viewed HERE.

Please write or call Rep. Fitzpatrick to show your support for this Act.

Rep. Fitzpatrick’s phone number is: 215-579-8102

His address is:

Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick

1717 Langhorne Newtown Rd Ste 225

Langhorne, PA 19047

If Rep. Fitzpatrick is not your Representative, contact your Congressman and ask that they support

this critical Act. Find your Representative HERE.

2. WEST NILE VIRUS IMPACTS ON PENNSYLVANIA BIRD POPULATIONS

A new study from Penn’s School of Veterinary Medicine suggests that West Nile virus has impacted

one in five Pennsylvania bird species, showing how decades of community science data and

mosquito monitoring can uncover the long-term ecological effects of wildlife disease.

READ MORE HERE

3. THE EPA WANTS TO ALLOW AI DATA CENTERS TO POLLUTE OUR AIR

The Amazon Data Center in Luzerne County wants to include 84 diesel backup generators as part of

permitting for this huge development. As AI data centers drive up electricity bills and pollution, the

Trump Administration wants to avoid clean air rules and keep communities in the dark. Tell the EPA

you want clean air and the right to comment on air pollution concerns.

TAKE ACTION HERE

8/19/26, 10:41 PM The PSO Pileated- 8/20/2026

https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view _in_brow ser&action=view &data=WzQ3LCI2MjFjYmJjN2MyMTkiLDAsMCw w LDFd 3/8

https://fitzpatrick.house.gov/_cache/files/4/7/47b52cf7-2e74-4879-b569-337a301032b0/0CF5B1F02F32A029DDE1183C0DC2E17425FEF875B81C53F40A41F7B1114FFB04.harm-bill-text-signed.pdf
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/penn-vet-community-science-reveals-lasting-impacts-west-nile-virus-pennsylvania-bird-populations
https://earthjustice.org/action/ai-data-centers-are-trying-to-avoid-accountability?ms=email&sourceid=1049198&utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_term=action&utm_campaign=2607_Action_DataCenters_EPA&utm_content=HTMLTakeActionButton2&contactdata=ItFqBu5LRKCyRfplszcTPVCqopdwyLvsU3YimPCfBnUIjrh0SXTiY8kHlKfaYhLL3Wj+1dBnEC6ojmLi+x8BVEiYNfgaypEVOhXT6CwpsWYn5CV%2fyt477X2plwHBCHoL1obeFgbjRWq86y4ksDU94mJ5r7PRI6562ZguKCM22qeuNbayAonVe3h2WBnXWBen+mbyRhGTfU2sGn4jIzshfnVtTEVDkrbm7d+IXlkfGbMmqdY6+VhhdDH2FMQ5rZGhqAftAbzN75Te5UQXeztEGQ%3d%3d&emci=2b2159ea-f997-f111-9b33-000d3a11fa30&emdi=322159ea-f997-f111-9b33-000d3a11fa30&ceid=3554878


Submitted by Laura Jackson, PSO president

A Few Highlights of the PSO 2026 Birding Festival

Article and Photos by VP Carolyn Hendricks
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As part of the evening banquet proceedings,

naturalist and writer Marcia Bonta was

awarded the 2026 Poole Award because of her

significant contributions to increasing our

knowledge and understanding of the birdlife in

Pennsylvania.

The 2026 Conservation Award was presented

by Tom Kuehl to Laura Jackson, community

and woodlands conservationist because of her

expansive impacts on bird conservation in

Pennsylvania.

PSO’s 2026 Birding Festival was held at the

Blair County Convention Center in Altoona, PA

from June 19 to June 21, 2026, with

sponsorship by Audubon Mid-Atlantic, Hawk

Mountain, Juniata Valley Audubon Society,

Hillstar Nature, Pennsylvania Game

Commission and Turtle Creek. The Festival was

preceded by our Annual Meeting with a special

guest lecture by Ezra White on “My Journey as

a Young Birder in Pennsylvania” and a

Conservation Project held at Duncansville

Memorial Park. A Festival highlight was the

total of 12 field trips to local birding sites –

more to come about field trips.

A biologist-naturalist at Hawk Mountain,

Bracken Brown, kicked off the afternoon

speaker session with his engaging talk on

“Charismatic Conservation: using farmland

raptor nestboxes to engage private lands with

conservation management.” His talk was

followed by Nickolus Stahlman, wildlife habitat

educator at Audubon Society of Western

Pennsylvania who spoke on “Audubon

Certified Backyard Habitat: a framework for

meaningful stewardship.” Joe Gyekis, teaching

professor of Biobehavioral Health at Penn

State wrapped up the afternoon session with

his informative talk on “Nocturnal Flight Calls.”

Our plenary lecture was given by Ross Gallardy

entitled,“Chasing Birds, Chasing History: the

Journey to a Pennsylvania Big Year Record in

2024.” Ross made 14 trips to Erie from his

home in southeastern Pennsylvania and

crisscrossed the state numerous times in

search of other species, finally reaching his

goal of 330 species late in December.

The evening proceedings concluded with an

invitation to meet again at the 2027 PSO

Festival which will be held at the Ambassador

Convention Center in Erie, PA on October 1-3,

2027. Mark your calendar!!

Bradford County Birding Spotlight Information
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On October 16th, join us as we lead a 4-day

concentrated effort to bird Bradford County!

This is a county that we are hitting during the

late fall migration season. Last year we had a

great visit to a county to the East; let’s see

what we can do this October, going 1 county

west. We have bird outings lined up for several

days. Click the button below to find out the

iternary!

Click Here to Read More

PSO Board Meeting Summary 8/11/2026

President Laura Jackson called the Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology (PSO) Board of Directors

meeting to order on August 11, 2026. This was Laura’s first meeting as president, and two new

directors, Aiden Hannon and Connor Schmitt, were welcomed and introduced.

The board unanimously approved the June 4 meeting minutes and Treasurer Frank Haas’s report.

The board discussed whether the bylaws should be revised to increase the minimum number of

directors and the quorum requirement, but no decision was made.

The board reviewed the June 2026 PSO Birding Festival, which attracted 148 registrants, with 105

attending the banquet and 120 participating in the business meeting. The festival generated

approximately $2,000 in net income. Suggestions for future festivals included adding more Friday

field trips, starting Sunday field trips earlier, improving microphone use by speakers, and inviting

graduate students to present research posters. The board also discussed ways to increase

responses to the post-festival survey.

Planning is underway for the 2027 Birding Festival, scheduled for October 1–3 in Erie County at the

Ambassador Banquet and Conference Center. The Festival Planning Committee will seek assistance

from local birding organizations and explore possibilities such as a Lake Erie pelagic trip and

connections with the Erie Festival of Birds. Potential locations for the 2028 festival are also being

investigated.

Committee reports highlighted upcoming educational programs, field trips, conservation activities,

awards, and publications. The Breeding Bird Blitz has concluded, with the Conservation Committee

planning to meet later in August. Upcoming events include a Bradford County Spotlight in October

and a Golden Eagle trip in November. The Awards and Nominations Committee is seeking new

members.

The next full board meeting will be October 15 at 7:00 p.m., followed by a December 14 meeting. The

meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Submitted by Sheree Daugherty
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Photo by Jeanette Green, Mercer County.

2027 County Spotlight Dates...

Mark your calendars in 2027 for our county

spotlights!

They will be:

March 12-15th Clearfield county

April 23-26 Franklin county

October - Potter County dates TBA

More information will be coming soon. Short eared owl- Lawrence county, Volant.

Photo by Jeanette Green

Organization Information

To email a PSO officer or Board Member, click on the name below.

Officers

President – Laura Jackson (Bedford)

Vice-President – Carolyn Hendricks (Bedford)

Secretary – Sheree Daugherty (Allegheny)

Treasurer – Franklin Haas (Lancaster)

Board Members

David Barber (Schuylkill) , Chelsea Beck (Elk), Brian Brynes (Delaware), Joseph Gyekis (Centre), Aidan

Hannon (Lackawanna) Jeff Kenney (Chester), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton), Justin Merry (Cambria),

Richard Rieger (Schuylkill), Connor Schmitt (Blair), Brian Shema (Allegheny), Doug Wentzel
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(Huntingdon), Karter Witmer (Tioga)

Newsletter Editor

Kaitlyn Stouch (Centre)

Pennsylvania Birds Editor

Mark Bonta (Blair)

Mailing Address

PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd

Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,

YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and

friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred

platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders

around the state.
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