
View this in your browser

The Biweekly Newsletter for the Pennsylvania Society for

Ornithology

Thursday, August 6th, 2026

With August already here, many of us have fall migration on our minds. But let us try to live in the

moment and enjoy what summer has to offer still!

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:

kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!

-Kaitlyn Stouch

The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Patricia Rossi. Taken at Tyler State Park in Newtown,

Bucks County, PA.

Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation Wraps Up Another

Successful Year

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology's Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation (B4C) once again

demonstrated the incredible impact of birders working together for conservation. Twenty-two teams

worked together to raise $19,829 dollars in support of two conservation projects and 3 mini grants.

The Pennsylvania Society of Ornithology would like to thank all this year’s participants, donors, and

anyone who spread the word! After 6 years, the Breeding Bird Blitz has raised $112,147 dollars to

support bird conservation in Pennsylvania, and we are so excited to see the impact we can create

https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzQ1LCI2OTViYTE4ZDA4MjQiLDAsMCwzMywxXQ


together for many years to come!

Outstanding Birding Achievements

This year's Blitz featured impressive performances across Pennsylvania's regions in both the Big

Day and Cumulative Count categories.

Big Day Highlights

Several teams posted exceptional single-day species totals:

RDP Landscaping Redheads led the state with 110 species in just Chester County, earning the

statewide Big Day and statewide County title.

Williamsport Warblers claimed the statewide Regional Count with 82 species across

Lycoming and Tioga counties.

Other regional standouts included Cumberland Crossbills (109 species, Cumberland County),

Flock Around and Find Out (85 species, Butler County), and Rosalie's Raptors, whose regional

Block Boosting effort recorded 75 species across Berks and Schuylkill counties.

Cumulative Count Highlights

Birding for the duration of the blitz, these teams produced equally impressive results:

Todd Towhees topped the statewide County Count with an outstanding 116 species in

Indiana County.

Crazed Cuckoos earned the statewide Regional Count title with 92 species across

Cumberland, Franklin, Fulton, Mifflin, and Perry counties.

Additional notable performances came from Continuing Bird (97 species, Crawford County),

Honey Nut Vireos (88 species, Erie County), Brandywine Breeding Bird Blitzers (104 species,

Chester County), Black Valley Buzzards (72 species, Bedford County), and Hendricks Hawk

Watchers (76 species, Bedford County, Low Carbon).

Fundraising for Conservation

Together, participants raised $19,829, reaching 90% of the $22,000 fundraising goal. While just

short of the target, the achievement reflects the continued generosity and dedication of PSO

members and supporters. Over the past six years, the Breeding Bird Blitz has generated $112,147 to

support bird conservation projects throughout Pennsylvania. This would not be possible without the

teams who participate in raising funds.

This year, the top fundraising teams were:

1. 
Todd Towhees (Captain Roger Higbee) – $4,235

2. Brandywine Breeding Bird Blitzers (Captain Brian Byrnes) – $2,294

3. 
Crazed Cuckoos (Captain Vern Gauthier) – $2,179

4. Hendricks Hawk Watchers (Captain Carolyn Hendricks) – $1,600

5. Black Valley Buzzards (Captain Laura Jackson) – $1,576

Thank you again to all of the team, captains, members, and donors who make this event possible.



Supporting Conservation Partners

This year's fundraising will provide 90% of the planned grant amounts to the Blitz's conservation

partners; the Pennsylvania Third Bird Atlas and the Schuylkill County Conservancy. The Blitz will also

support 3 mini grants with funds raised this year. These grant recipients were nominated by team

captains, and randomly chosen at the end of the fundraising period.

This year’s mini grant recipients are:

Tiadaghton Audubon – $1,500, nominated by Gobble Til You Wobble

Butler Birders Club – $1,500, nominated by Flock Around and Find Out

The Woodland Owners of the Southern Alleghenies – $1,056, nominated by Black Valley

Buzzards

Alternate organizations selected were Somerset County Conservancy and Blue Mountain Wildlife

should any of the primary recipients be unable to accept their awards.

Looking Ahead

Every checklist submitted, every mile traveled, and every dollar raised contributes to a stronger

future for Pennsylvania's birds and their habitats. Whether competing for the highest species total,

supporting a favorite conservation organization, or simply enjoying time afield, every participant

played a role in this year's success.

Thank you to all the team captains, team members, and donors who made another Breeding Bird

Blitz for Conservation such a rewarding and impactful event. We look forward to seeing everyone

back in the field next year!

Media inquiries about the Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation should be directed to Karter Witmer,

kgw26725@uga.edu (570) 439-1033.

Tufted Titmouse Photo by Douglas Baird

This Week's Avian Action Alerts



1.ASK YOUR SENATOR TO SUPPORT PA HB 426

(Listed in the PSO newsletter 2 weeks ago)

Pennsylvania House Bill (HB) 426 is the Native Habitats at Commonwealth Facilities Act. The bill

encourages the use of local, insecticide-free native plants in landscaping at state buildings. It

passed the House with a strong 198-4 vote and is now being considered by the state Senate.

Obtain the phone number and address of your PA Senator here. Ask your Senator to support PA HB

426.

2. HELP PROTECT NORTHWEST OLD-GROWTH FORESTS AND BIRDS

Urgent action needed: The U.S. Senate is expected to vote soon on a measure that would greenlight

huge increases in logging in our national forests. This could imperil the Marbled Murret, a unique

seabird protected under the Endangered Species Act. Another threat is the Fix Our Forests Act,

which puts many of our forests at risk.

TAKE ACTION

3. CORNELL LAB GARDEN FOR BIRDS

Check out new resources on nativars (cultivars of native plants), fall webinars, and fall additions of

plants that are good for your garden and good for birds.

READ MORE HERE

4. BE AN AMBASSADOR BY TAKING BINOCULARS AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS WHEN YOU

TRAVEL

Help carry much needed materials to Central America, Ecuador or Colombia. If you have room in

your suitcase to deliver materials for conservation, contact:

https://legiscan.com/PA/drafts/HB426/2025
https://www.palegis.us/find-my-legislator
https://act.abcbirds.org/a/take-action-old-growth-forests?utm_campaign=botw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=botw&contactdata=URJJt0A05xzPtC0qquE7%2fbybl871zHfm5Vw4HH51Tm%2fyPzkLAvWZOUzoIIx3wPIRH08tkFl2x5nlb%2f+MW5wXVA%3d%3d&ms=em_nl_botw_073126&omcampaign=em_nl_botw_073126&omhide=true&emci=66b78116-558b-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=0baea300-ed8c-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&ceid=899750
https://www.gardenforbirds.org/august/?utm_campaign=29636652-Garden%20for%20Birds_2026&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_M4WrZMxa90lMAH-RzNslMwK1jJW0H1Cq06WfczIsrvBT0TUurSqxoOaQmv59HatVSoW7LJD0X0NuUJFlSS4-Jf9CUJA&_hsmi=431181971&utm_content=430722411&utm_source=hs_email


Info@environmentamericas.org

Submitted by Laura Jackson, PSO president

Bradford County Birding Spotlight

October 16-19th, 2026

Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology (PSO) is promoting counties across the state, to explore its

hotspots and find as many birds as we can. This will be the 15th county we have spotlighted since

we started this birding adventure several years ago averaging 3 a year. To see how and where others

have been and fared out, check out this link. https://pabirds.org/county-spotlights/

On October 16th, join us as we lead a 4-day concentrated effort to bird Bradford County! This is a

county that we are hitting during the later fall migration season, last year we had a great visit to a

county to the east, let’s see what we can do this October going 1 county west. We have bird outings

lined up for several days. Bradford currently sits 64th all-time for species out of 67 and 52nd all-time

for total checklists. Bradford county is in northern Pennsylvania, bordered to the north by New York

state. It consists of rugged hills on the Allegheny Plateau and is drained by the Susquehanna and

Chemung rivers and Sugar, Towanda, Wappasening, and Wyalusing creeks. Mount Pisgah State Park

is located on Stephen Foster Lake. The county seat is Towanda. It covers a total area of 1,161

square miles. Out of this size, 1,147 square miles are land and 14 square miles are water. It is the

second-largest county in Pennsylvania by land size.

As a group, we want to document as many birds as possible during this extended weekend. Birders

are invited to tag along with others or explore the county’s game lands, water areas, fields and wild

areas on their own terms.

Notable spots for the county can be found here https://pabirds.org/siteguide/pacountypage.php?

CountyID=8

Here are the eBird hotspots link https://ebird.org/region/US-PA-015/hotspots

We have created a Discord text/chat group for the spotlight for rarities and group info, to join that,

here is the link https://discord.com/channels/1111453242149306441/1466761980118569021 or

you can search for the Bradford County Birding Spotlight under the PSO Spotlights & Events.

For anyone who is going to be birding during 4-day birding spotlight, we ask you share your ebird

checklists with PSO Birding Data then we can keep track easier. We have also created an eBird Trip

Report link where pictures, checklists, etc. will be available for everyone to enjoy.

Here is the link for the eBird trip report https://ebird.org/tripreport/494808

We will be sharing pics and updates on the Bradford County Birding Spotlight event page on

Facebook; here is that link https://www.facebook.com/share/1EADyWPgw7/

Birders of all skill levels are invited to join-in and contribute! If you just want to learn more about

birds or you can help others and our challenge, we want you to be involved!

More details to be shared closer to the date.

-Chad Kauffman

mailto:Info@environmentamericas.org
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https://ebird.org/region/US-PA-015/hotspots
https://discord.com/channels/1111453242149306441/1466761980118569021
https://ebird.org/tripreport/494808
https://www.facebook.com/share/1EADyWPgw7/


Urge Lawmakers to Designate the Scarlet Tanager as

Pennsylvania's State Migratory Bird

We need your help to pass a bill that would

designate the Scarlet Tanager as

Pennsylvania's official state migratory bird!

Send a note to your lawmaker asking them to

cosponsor House Bill 2316. The more

cosponsors we find, the better chances this

bill has of passing.

This effort will help raise awareness about the

connection between birds and Pennsylvania's

forests. Scarlet Tanagers act as an important

indicator of overall forest health. Where they

thrive, forests are resilient; where they decline,

it signals fragmentation and ecological stress

that also impacts people.

Send your lawmaker a message today!

Click here to begin your message!

https://act.audubon.org/a/urge-your-legislator-designate-scarlet-tanager-pennsylvanias-state-migratory-bird?contactdata=&ms=aud-email-advocacy&nvep=&hmac=&emci=f8c6d482-2443-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=


2027 County Spotlight Dates...

Mark your calendars in 2027 for our county

spotlights!

They will be:

March 12-15th Clearfield county

April 23-26 Franklin county

October - Potter County dates TBA

More information will be coming soon. Short eared owl- Lawrence county, Volant.

Photo by Jeanette Green
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Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,

YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and

friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred

platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders

around the state.
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