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The Biweekly Newsletter for the Pennsylvania Society for

Ornithology

Thursday, July 23th, 2026

The weekend may have brought some crazy weather and questionable air quality, but we hope you

were able to catch up on some birding the past few days. Regardless, we have a few updates to

share this week so let's dive right in.

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:

kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!

-Kaitlyn Stouch

The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Peter Hamner.

My Coffee and Birds Conservation Story

By Laura Jackson, PSO President

https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzQ0LCIzYWE4ZGY2ZGZjODgiLDAsMCwzMiwxXQ


If you attended the banquet at the PSO Birding

Festival in Altoona this year, you heard me

explain how Mike and I try to help birds by

selling shade-grown organic coffee. It’s kind of

ironic since we don’t drink coffee, but coffee is

a popular drink and if sourced correctly, it can

help birds by protecting habitat and providing

insect food. I did forget part of the story, so

this is the unabridged version!

Read More

Bradford County Birding Spotlight

October 16-19th, 2026

Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology (PSO) is promoting counties across the state, to explore its

hotspots and find as many birds as we can. This will be the 15th county we have spotlighted since

we started this birding adventure several years ago averaging 3 a year. To see how and where others

have been and fared out, check out this link. https://pabirds.org/county-spotlights/

On October 16th, join us as we lead a 4-day concentrated effort to bird Bradford County! This is a

county that we are hitting during the later fall migration season, last year we had a great visit to a

county to the east, let’s see what we can do this October going 1 county west. We have bird outings

lined up for several days. Bradford currently sits 64th all-time for species out of 67 and 52nd all-time

for total checklists. Bradford county is in northern Pennsylvania, bordered to the north by New York

state. It consists of rugged hills on the Allegheny Plateau and is drained by the Susquehanna and

Chemung rivers and Sugar, Towanda, Wappasening, and Wyalusing creeks. Mount Pisgah State Park

is located on Stephen Foster Lake. The county seat is Towanda. It covers a total area of 1,161

square miles. Out of this size, 1,147 square miles are land and 14 square miles are water. It is the

second-largest county in Pennsylvania by land size.

As a group, we want to document as many birds as possible during this extended weekend. Birders

are invited to tag along with others or explore the county’s game lands, water areas, fields and wild

areas on their own terms.

Notable spots for the county can be found here https://pabirds.org/siteguide/pacountypage.php?

CountyID=8

Here are the eBird hotspots link https://ebird.org/region/US-PA-015/hotspots

We have created a Discord text/chat group for the spotlight for rarities and group info, to join that,

here is the link https://discord.com/channels/1111453242149306441/1466761980118569021 or

you can search for the Bradford County Birding Spotlight under the PSO Spotlights & Events.

For anyone who is going to be birding during 4-day birding spotlight, we ask you share your ebird

checklists with PSO Birding Data then we can keep track easier. We have also created an eBird Trip
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Report link where pictures, checklists, etc. will be available for everyone to enjoy.

Here is the link for the eBird trip report https://ebird.org/tripreport/494808

We will be sharing pics and updates on the Bradford County Birding Spotlight event page on

Facebook; here is that link https://www.facebook.com/share/1EADyWPgw7/

Birders of all skill levels are invited to join-in and contribute! If you just want to learn more about

birds or you can help others and our challenge, we want you to be involved!

More details to be shared closer to the date.

-Chad Kauffman

Urge Lawmakers to Designate the Scarlet Tanager as

Pennsylvania's State Migratory Bird

https://ebird.org/tripreport/494808
https://www.facebook.com/share/1EADyWPgw7/


We need your help to pass a bill that would

designate the Scarlet Tanager as

Pennsylvania's official state migratory bird!

Send a note to your lawmaker asking them to

cosponsor House Bill 2316. The more

cosponsors we find, the better chances this

bill has of passing.

This effort will help raise awareness about the

connection between birds and Pennsylvania's

forests. Scarlet Tanagers act as an important

indicator of overall forest health. Where they

thrive, forests are resilient; where they decline,

it signals fragmentation and ecological stress

that also impacts people.

Send your lawmaker a message today!

Click here to begin your message!

This Week's Avian Action Alerts

1.ASK YOUR SENATOR TO SUPPORT PA HB 426

Pennsylvania House Bill (HB) 426 is the Native Habitats at Commonwealth Facilities Act. The bill

encourages the use of local, insecticide-free native plants in landscaping at state buildings. It

passed the House with strong bipartisan support and is now being considered by the state Senate.

https://act.audubon.org/a/urge-your-legislator-designate-scarlet-tanager-pennsylvanias-state-migratory-bird?contactdata=&ms=aud-email-advocacy&nvep=&hmac=&emci=f8c6d482-2443-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://legiscan.com/PA/drafts/HB426/2025


Obtain the phone number and address of your PA Senator here. Ask your Senator to support PA HB

426.

2. HELP SAVE THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

The Trump administration has redefined “harm” under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), dropping

a protection that’s been in place for 50 years. Degrading or destroying the habitat of a species at

risk of extinction will no longer be prohibited, meaning crucial habitat will now be open to mining,

logging, drilling, development, etc. Destroying habitat is effectively the same as killing a bird -- just a

little less directly and a little more slowly. To learn more, see this New York Times article or read the

American Birding Association’s statement on their FB page.

The ESA is one of America’s bedrock environmental laws and has been instrumental in bringing

back numerous endangered bird species, from the Bald Eagle to the Brown Pelican. Currently, 89

bird species are protected by the ESA, and countless additional birds have benefited from the

habitat protections.

There are two ways to take meaningful action:

1. 

Donate to one of the conservation groups that are suing the administration. A coalition of

groups represented by EARTHJUSTICE has already filed a lawsuit and Defenders of Wildlife

will do so soon.

2. 
Contact Interior Secretary Burgum and let him know your concerns.

3. SAVE OUR PUBLIC LANDS FROM DEVELOPMENT

Nearly 200 million acres of public lands -- including national parks, national wildlife refuges, and

areas run by the Bureau of Land Management -- are at stake as the Department of the Interior

undertakes a sweeping review of the policies that safeguard these lands for future generations. This

review could open the door for industrial development, extraction, excessive traffic, privatization,

and other activities that threaten the wild character of these landscapes.

TAKE ACTION BEFORE AUGUST 14

4. WE SUFFERED FROM CANADA’S FIRES THIS WEEK, BUT HOW DO THE FIRES AFFECT BIRDS?

Two years ago, over 400 wildfires were blazing in Canada’s Boreal Forests, breeding grounds to

millions of birds. This summer almost 1,000 wildfires are scorching Canada – many caused by

lightning. Here’s an eye-opening article from Audubon about Canada’s fires two years ago that are

relevant to us this summer. Even fire-loving birds like Black-backed Woodpeckers will suffer if fires

are too hot and too frequent. While we know how harmful smoke is to our lungs, how does it affect

birds?

READ MORE HERE

Submitted by Laura Jackson, PSO president

https://www.palegis.us/find-my-legislator
https://www.palegis.us/find-my-legislator
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/10/climate/endangered-species-act-harm.html?unlocked_article_code=1.wlA.dYwv.oyxdTTMolYRT&smid=url-share
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1D8HRgvyPX/
https://earthjustice.org/article/how-trump-and-congress-are-trying-to-gut-the-endangered-species-act-and-what-you-can-do-about-it?safelist=y
https://earthjustice.org/article/how-trump-and-congress-are-trying-to-gut-the-endangered-species-act-and-what-you-can-do-about-it?safelist=y
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/National?actionId=AR0624658&id=701Po00001xlPBoIAM&data=6a8be11f0b30b64d9417391fd7512ed00779dbe802b42f8200f529f483166ccf21d23acc6a927c1d99d09d448460f083&utm_medium=email&utm_source=insider&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=071426insider
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/how-do-wildfires-canadas-boreal-forest-affect-birds-across-continent


2027 County Spotlight Dates...

Mark your calendars in 2027 for our county

spotlights!

They will be:

March 12-15th Clearfield county

April 23-26 Franklin county

October - Potter County dates TBA

More information will be coming. Short eared owl- Lawrence county, Volant.

Photo by Jeanette Green
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Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,

YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and

friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred

platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders

around the state.
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