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We hope you stayed cool during that heat wave last weekend! Hopefully you found moments in the

morning before the sharp rays of the sun to bird and spend some time outside before the

temperatures kept you away.

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:

kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!

-Kaitlyn Stouch

The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Tom Moeller.

A letter from the President

Dear PSO Members,

It is an honor and a privilege to begin serving as your President. I am grateful for the trust you have

placed in me. I look forward to working alongside each of you as we continue to strengthen our

organization and advance the mission of the Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology, which promotes

“birding and wild bird conservation.”

https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzQyLCIyODY5ZGE1ODhiM2UiLDAsMCwzMCwxXQ


Our organization is built on the dedication, talent, and commitment of its members. I am especially

grateful to Brian Byrnes for his excellent leadership as PSO President these past few years and to

the rest of the PSO officers who all agreed to continue their terms of service. Their commitment to

PSO is noteworthy and very much appreciated.

Whether you have been involved for many years or are newly connected to the PSO, your voice and

participation matter. Together, we have an opportunity to build on our accomplishments, support

one another, and create meaningful impact in the year ahead.

As President, my priorities will be to encourage open communication, strengthen our commitment

to conservation, promote collaboration, and ensure that our programs and initiatives reflect the

needs and aspirations of our members. I believe that by working together with respect,

transparency, and shared purpose, we can continue to move our organization forward.

I invite each of you to remain active, share your ideas, volunteer your time and talents, and help

shape the future of our organization. Your involvement is what makes the PSO strong, and I am

excited about what we can accomplish together.

Thank you for your continued commitment and support. I look forward to serving you and working

with you in the months ahead.

Sincerely,

Laura Jackson

PSO President



I’m grateful for this tiny flash of wonder—and for the encouragement, support, and

dedication of PSO members. Photo – Laura Jackson

The Blitz Blurb

The birding may be over, but the fundraising

isn't!

While the birding portion of the Breeding Bird

Blitz has wrapped up, fundraising continues

through July 15. There is still time to support

PSO's conservation fundraising efforts as we

partner with conservation organizations, large

and small, across Pennsylvania.

To everyone who has already donated, thank

you! Your generosity is helping fund important

bird conservation projects across

Pennsylvania.

If you haven't yet had the opportunity to give,

there's still time. Visit

https://www.breedingbirdblitz.org/donate-

teams to support your favorite team or make a

general donation to the Breeding Bird Blitz.

Bird the Blitz. Raise the Funds. Protect

Pennsylvania's Birds.

Together, we really do make a difference!

This Week's Avian Action Alerts

https://www.breedingbirdblitz.org/donate-teams
https://www.breedingbirdblitz.org/donate-teams


1. TIPPING POINT BIRDS: R2R

We tend to think that birds we see or hear regularly in our backyards are common birds that don’t

need our help, but that isn’t always the case. Scientists have identified 112 bird species that require

focused scientific action to determine causes of declines and recovery strategies. You might be

surprised what’s on the list: Chimney Swift, Eastern Towhee, Wood Thrush, and Field Sparrow are

just a few.

READ MORE

2. FALL FLOWER POWER

Fall is actually a great time to plant native flowers, trees, shrubs, and grasses. There is less weed

competition, sunlight isn’t as strong, and there is still time for months of good root development.

Now is a good time to plan what you want to plant in the fall. Planting native plants will help birds

find the food and cover they need to survive.

READ MORE

3. JOIN THE PIPING PLOVER FEST IN ERIE JULY 18 – 19

The return of the piping plover to Presque Isle is a powerful sign of hope. It shows that when people

work together and use science-based conservation, we can help wildlife recover. The plover’s

comeback has become a symbol of what’s possible when communities, habitat managers,

educators, and decision-makers all play a role in protecting our state’s threatened and endangered

species. Presentations, field trips, and a new film on Piping Plovers are part of the Fest July 18 –

19.Read more details HERE

REGISTER HERE

https://r2rbirds.org/tipping-point-species/
https://content.gardenforwildlife.com/learn/fall-is-the-best-time-to-plant-native-species#:~:text=During%20fall%2C%20weed%20growth%20slows,can%20establish%20themselves%20more%20effectively.
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/07/erie-bird-observatory-presque-isle.html
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/shorebirdmonitoringprogram/event/pipingploverfest/


4. PA BIRD ATLAS 2026 BLOCK BOOSTERS

Can you bird in Clearfield, or Fayette County in July? All three counties are short on atlasers and

have very few blocks accounted for by principal atlasers, so please consider spending some time in

these counties to help document breeding birds.

CLEARFIELD DETAILS

FAYETTE DETAILS

VENANGO DETAILS

Submitted by Laura Jackson, PSO president

Pennsylvania Piping Plover Fest

Pennsylvania Piping Plover Fest – 18-19 July

2026 – Presque Isle State Park, Erie

Join the Pennsylvania Piping Plover &

Common Tern Recovery Partnership,

coordinated by the Pennsylvania Game

Commission, as we celebrate 10 years of

Piping Plovers nesting in Pennsylvania! This

federal and state endangered shorebird was

extirpated for more than 60 years. A multi-year

dedicated effort to restore beach habitat and

monitor for their return finally paid off. Learn

about these inspirational birds and the team’s

recovery efforts through a free exhibit, free

documentary film (7/18), evening ticketed

reception with keynote presentation (7/18),

and free guided hike (7/19). Pre-registration is

required for certain events. More information

and link to registration are available at

https://bit.ly/PPPFest. We look forward to

seeing you there!

Check out the Piping Plovers Documentary Trailer!

https://is-ebird-wordpress-prod-s3.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/97/2026/05/Guide-to-Block-Boosting_Clearfield.pdf
https://is-ebird-wordpress-prod-s3.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/97/2026/05/Guide-to-Block-Boosting_Fayette.pdf
https://is-ebird-wordpress-prod-s3.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/97/2026/06/Venango-Block-Booster.pdf
https://bit.ly/PPPFest?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwNnJjRHBnaXhzSk9kSEcyZnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6rlpfD2RUDiQRFvAaQ4hNI2FFuueRnWG_bdzUPYxtoYhMjeIj2_CdvtvBFsg_aem_m5mzLqxkDmS74C4vxvDB6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vypu2eVZ3KA


2026 County Spotlights

Our County Spotlights are PSO-organized weekend field trips to lesser-birded counties in

Pennsylvania. Just one is left for 2026. Be sure to save the date!

Graphics by Tony Desantis.

Organization Information

To email a PSO officer or Board Member, click on the name below.

Officers

President – Laura Jackson (Bedford)

Vice-President – Carolyn Hendricks (Bedford)

Secretary – Sheree Daugherty (Allegheny)

Treasurer – Franklin Haas (Lancaster)

Board Members

David Barber (Schuylkill) , Chelsea Beck (Elk), Brian Brynes (Delaware), Joseph Gyekis (Centre),

Aidan Hannon (Lackawanna) Jeff Kenney (Chester), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton), Justin Merry

(Cambria), Richard Rieger (Schuylkill), Connor Schmitt (Blair), Brian Shema (Allegheny), Doug

Wentzel (Huntingdon), Karter Witmer (Tioga)

https://pabirds.org/county-spotlights/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/county-spotlights/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/county-spotlights/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-laura-jackson/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-carolyn-hendricks/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-sheree-daugherty/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-frank-haas/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-david-barber/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-chelsea-beck/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-brian-byrnes/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-joseph-gyekis/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-aidan-hannon/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-jeff-kenney/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-wayne-laubscher/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-justin-merry/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-richard-rieger/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-connor-schmitt/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-brian-shema/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-doug-wentzel/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-doug-wentzel/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-karter-witmer/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
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Kaitlyn Stouch (Centre)

Pennsylvania Birds Editor

Mark Bonta (Blair)

Mailing Address

PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd

Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,

YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and

friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred

platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders

around the state.
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