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We would like to extend our gratitude once again to those who attended last weekend's festival. We

hope you made wonderful memories and look forward to next year already.

For those unable to attend, worry not. We will have some coverage in the coming weeks so you don't

feel like you missed out too much!

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:

kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!

-Kaitlyn Stouch

The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Kimberly Berry.

This Week's Avian Action Alerts

https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzQxLCIxNmI3Zjk0ZWU4OTAiLDAsMCwyOSwxXQ


1.SUPPORT THE SCARLET TANAGER AS PA STATE MIGRATORY BIRD

Show your support of HB2316, the bill designating the Scarlet Tanager as the PA State Migratory

Bird!

There are two ways to help: Add your name to the petition showing public support of the bill.

Share your Scarlet Tanager sightings and photos with Audubon:

https://forms.gle/TaxYoghY3Z1nsMieA

SIGN THE PETITION

2. REVERSE BIRD DECLINES: KEEP FEDERAL AGENCIES WORKING FOR WILDLIFE

The House and Senate are currently drafting their spending bills, which shape how the federal

government is funded — including allocations for bird conservation programs and the federal

agencies that support American Bird Conservancy's important work. These federal funds are critical

for projects that conserve nearly all native bird species, including Marbled Murrelets, Hawaiian

honeycreepers, seabirds, and Neotropical migrants.

TAKE ACTION

3. SPEAK OUT FOR SONGBIRDS and AGAINST AIR POLLUTION

Large data centers require huge amounts of energy, deplete water supplies, and strip away natural

landscapes, but the EPA wants to allow companies to build major polluting, industrial projects

before completing federal air pollution reviews and obtaining required permits. This just isn’t right

for our birds or for us!! Submit a comment to the EPA today.

TAKE ACTION
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4. URGE YOUR STATE SENATOR TO SUPPORT PA HB 1834 TO REGULATE DATA CENTERS IN

PENNSYLVANIA

House Bill (HB) 1834, the Data Center Act, is one of Pennsylvania's best opportunities to require

data centers to bring new clean energy and storage online, helping meet growing energy demand

without locking Pennsylvania into more fossil fuel dependence. The state House of Representatives

already passed this bill, so please contact your Senator and urge them to support HB 1834.

TAKE ACTION TODAY

5. CONCERNED ABOUT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT NEAR YOU?

The Pennsylvania Conservation Opportunity Area (COA) Tool is a free online mapping program that

is easy to use if you want to find out what Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) and what

habitats might be impacted by development. After you register for a free account, you draw a

polygon over the area of potential impact. The COA Tool will generate a report listing SGCN species

and habitats found within the polygon. The report is then emailed to you. I’ve been using it for years,

so if you need help, just ask.

Note: this tool does NOT satisfy or replace regulatory review requirements and is NOT for a PNDI

project screening.

TRY IT NOW

Submitted by Laura Jackson, PSO President.

PSO Annual Meeting Minutes 6/19/2026

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology held its 35th Annual Meeting on June 19, 2026, at the Blair

County Convention Center. President Brian Byrnes called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.,

welcomed members, and reviewed the meeting agenda.

Brian thanked the organization's officers, board members, editors, managers, coordinators, and field

trip leaders for their service. He also reviewed PSO's mission, membership benefits, membership

trends, and the success of the Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation, emphasizing

PSO's ongoing commitment to conservation efforts across the state.

Vice President Carolyn Hendricks presented Laura Jackson as the nominee for PSO President.

Following a motion, second, and unanimous vote, Laura was elected president and shared her vision

for the organization's future.

Carolyn Hendricks, Frank Haas, and Sheree Daugherty were unanimously reelected as Vice

President, Treasurer, and Secretary, respectively. Directors Chelsea Beck, Jeff Kenney, and Karter

Witmer were also reelected. New board members Connor Schmitt (Blair County), Justin Merry

(Cambria County), and Aidan Hannan (Lackawanna County) were nominated and unanimously

elected.

https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/hb1834
https://secure.everyaction.com/B3ohrkz-kUeelS_vNVM10Q2?emci=da7354af-8469-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640&emdi=8cfe0c97-8f6a-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640&ceid=6417337
https://wildlifeactionmap.pa.gov/


Joe Gyekis presented the 2026 PSO Youth Scholarship Award to Ivy Noll. Carolyn Hendricks

announced the 2026 PSO Student Research Grant recipients, Oliver Jankasky and Erin Laurel

Murray.

Treasurer Frank Haas presented the annual financial report, which was unanimously approved.

Secretary Sheree Daugherty presented the 2025 Annual Meeting minutes, which were also approved

unanimously.

Brian Byrnes adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m.

Submitted by Sheree Daugherty

House Sparrow. Photo by David Neimeyer

Pennsylvania Piping Plover Fest



Pennsylvania Piping Plover Fest – 18-19 July

2026 – Presque Isle State Park, Erie

Join the Pennsylvania Piping Plover &

Common Tern Recovery Partnership,

coordinated by the Pennsylvania Game

Commission, as we celebrate 10 years of

Piping Plovers nesting in Pennsylvania! This

federal and state endangered shorebird was

extirpated for more than 60 years. A multi-year

dedicated effort to restore beach habitat and

monitor for their return finally paid off. Learn

about these inspirational birds and the team’s

recovery efforts through a free exhibit, free

documentary film (7/18), evening ticketed

reception with keynote presentation (7/18),

and free guided hike (7/19). Pre-registration is

required for certain events. More information

and link to registration are available at

https://bit.ly/PPPFest. We look forward to

seeing you there!

Check out the Piping Plovers Documentary Trailer!

The Blitz Blurb: Blitzing without Boundaries

Not on a B4C team? Don’t worry, you can still

support PA Birds by a donation in support of

your favorite team, or even a general donation.

Donations receive through July 15. So don’t

put it off another day, another hour, another

minute, and join the effort to help our PA Birds

NOW!

Go to www.breedingbirdblitz.org for more

information.

Bird the Blitz. Raise the funds. Protect the

birds of PA.

https://bit.ly/PPPFest?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwNnJjRHBnaXhzSk9kSEcyZnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6rlpfD2RUDiQRFvAaQ4hNI2FFuueRnWG_bdzUPYxtoYhMjeIj2_CdvtvBFsg_aem_m5mzLqxkDmS74C4vxvDB6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vypu2eVZ3KA
http://www.breedingbirdblitz.org/


2026 County Spotlights

Our County Spotlights are PSO-organized weekend field trips to lesser-birded counties in

Pennsylvania. Just one is left for 2026. Be sure to save the date!

Graphics by Tony Desantis.

Organization Information

To email a PSO officer or Board Member, click on the name below. (currently in the process of being

updated to reflect new members)

Officers

President – Laura Jackson (Bedford)

Vice-President – Carolyn Hendricks (Bedford)

Secretary – Sheree Daugherty (Allegheny)

Treasurer – Franklin Haas (Lancaster)

Board Members

David Barber (Schuylkill) , Chelsea Beck (Elk), Joseph Gyekis (Centre), Jeff Kenney (Chester) Mary

Alice Koeneke (Butler), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton), Richard Rieger (Schuylkill), Brian Shema

(Allegheny), Doug Wentzel (Huntingdon), Karter Witmer (Tioga)

Newsletter Editor

Kaitlyn Stouch (Centre)
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Pennsylvania Birds Editor

Mark Bonta (Blair)

Mailing Address

PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd

Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,

YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and

friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred

platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders

around the state.
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