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In just over a week, we will be holding our annual birding festival in Atloona. We are so excited to see

many of you there.
While we wait in anticipation for next weekend, let's dive into this week's updates.

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:
kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!
-Kaitlyn Stouch
The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Glenn Koppel.

This Week's Avian Action Alerts

1. THE PANATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2025
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Concerned about the declining number of American Goshawks in our state? Find out how many
nests were located in 2025 and what was done to protect some of the birds - see page 9.

READ MORE HERE

2. NO SHORTCUTS FOR OIL AND GAS DRILLING IN THE WESTERN ARCTIC

At the request of the oil industry, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is considering a new
permitting process to greenlight potentially massive oil development in some of the most sensitive
areas in Alaska’s Western Arctic. This approach aims to limit the government’s ability to say no to
development, cut the public out of the process, and short-cut reviews of new projects’ environmental
impacts. Tell the BLM: Don't fast-track oil and gas development.

TAKE ACTION HERE

3. OPPOSE PA SENATE BILL 857

By imposing new local approval requirements, Senate Bill 857 would allow interference with a
landowner’s right to gift or sell their land to the natural resource agency they’ve identified as best
positioned to honor their legacy (PA Game Commission, DCNR, or Fish & Boat Commission). Simply
put, the process outlined undermines landowners’ intentions, unfairly subjecting them to potentially
lengthy and costly process to defend their intent. Contact your Senator and explain why you don't
support SB 857.

READ MORE HERE

CONTACT YOUR PA STATE SENATOR HERE

4. BAN PARAQUAT IN PENNSYLVANIA - AHIGHLY TOXIC HERBICIDE
Groundbreaking bills (HB 1135 and Senate Bill 1158) have been introduced that could make our
state second in the nation to ban paraquat. Vermont just banned paraquat on May 26, 2026.

Paraquat exposure has also been associated with non-Hodgkin lymphoma, kidney cancer, thyroid
disorders and - particularly in rural communities — a higher risk of childhood leukemia linked to
prenatal exposure. Paraquat is also particularly deadly to birds — including songbirds, turkeys,
ducks, quail, and small raptors like kestrels. Exposure has been shown to lead to lower reproductive
success, nestling deaths, and high bird mortality.

TAKE ACTION NOW

Submitted by Laura Jackson, PSO Conservation Chair

Board of Directors meeting Minutes 6/4/2026
-]

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology (PSO) Board of Directors met via Zoom on June 4, 2026,
with President Brian Byrnes presiding. The April 16 meeting minutes were approved unanimously.
The board approved two funding requests. PSO pledged up to $1,500 in matching funds for the
Breeding Bird Blitz for Conservation if needed to help reach its $22,000 fundraising goal. The board
also approved a $500 donation to support a November 8 forest landowner educational program on
the Bonta property featuring forester and author Ethan Tapper.
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Festival planning remains a major focus. As of June 4, 131 individuals had registered for the 2026
PSO Festival, including sponsors, vendors, and speakers. Ninety-five attendees had registered for the
banquet, and more than 100 participants had signed up for both Friday and Saturday field trips.
Volunteers are still needed for the PSO sales table and event photography. A digital evaluation form
will be distributed following the festival.

Looking ahead, Erie County was tentatively selected as the location for the 2027 Festival, with the
Bayfront Conference Center under consideration for a September 10-12 date. Additional venue
options will also be explored before a final decision is made.

The board discussed PSQO's participation in outreach events, including the upcoming Middle Creek
Expo, and agreed that future opportunities should be evaluated individually. Members also explored
creating an Outreach Committee, with increased social media engagement identified as a priority.
Other updates included progress on the winter Journal issue and information about a Pennsylvania
Game Commission program supporting Chimney Swift towers and Purple Martin housing projects.
The next board meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2026.

Submitted by Sheree Daugherty

Photo by David Neimeyer

Pennsylvania Piping Plover Fest
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Pennsylvania Piping Plover Fest — 18-19 July
2026 — Presque Isle State Park, Erie

Join the Pennsylvania Piping Plover &
Common Tern Recovery Partnership,
coordinated by the Pennsylvania Game
Commission, as we celebrate 10 years of
Piping Plovers nesting in Pennsylvania! This
federal and state endangered shorebird was
extirpated for more than 60 years. A multi-year
dedicated effort to restore beach habitat and
monitor for their return finally paid off. Learn
about these inspirational birds and the team's
recovery efforts through a free exhibit, free
documentary film (7/18), evening ticketed
reception with keynote presentation (7/18),
and free guided hike (7/19). Pre-registration is
required for certain events. More information
and link to registration are available at
https:/bit.ly/PPPFest. We look forward to
seeing you there!

The Blitz Blurb: Blitzing without Boundaries

Not on a B4C team? Don't worry, you can still
support PA Birds by a donation in support of
your favorite team, or even a general donation.
Donations receive through July 15. So don't
put it off another day, another hour, another
minute, and join the effort to help our PA Birds
NOWI!

Go to www.breedingbirdblitz.org for more

information.
Bird the Blitz. Raise the funds. Protect the
birds of PA.

REMINDER: 3 DAYS LEFT TO REGISTER FOR THE PSO
Birding Festival!
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Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology
2026 Birding Festival

(and Annual Meeting)

/z June 19 - 21, 2026
L
)

Blair County Convention Center
Altoona, Pennsylvania

We hope you will be joining us in Altoona for the Festival's first-ever visit to Blair County next
weekend. Have you registered yet?

The Festival features an incredible schedule of field trips, presentations, vendors, and chances to
socialize. Scheduled during the height of nesting season, field trips will include observing nesting
behaviors and contributing to the Pennsylvania Bird Atlas. The Saturday evening banquet will
include a keynote from Ross and Melissa Gallardy on a record-breaking Pennsylvania big year.

Blair County and the surrounding region are home to a wonderful variety of nesting birds. Festival
field trips will visit wetlands, grasslands, and streamside and upland forests. So whether you want to
search for Henslow’s Sparrows, Cerulean Warblers, Osprey, or the Worm-eating Warbler featured in
this year's logo, there is a trip for you.

Visit https://pabirds.org/2026-overview/ to register.

The deadline to register for the banquet is June 9, and the deadline for all registrations is June
14. Information on lodging and dining is available on the Festival website.
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2026 County Spotlights

Bradford County
Birding Spotlight
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October 16-19, 2026
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Our County Spotlights are PSO-organized weekend field trips to lesser-birded counties in
Pennsylvania. Just one s left for 2026. Be sure to save the date!
Graphics by Tony Desantis.

Organization Information

To email a PSO officer or Board Member, click on the name below.

Officers
President — Brian Byrnes (Delaware)
Vice-President — Carolyn Hendricks (Bedford)

Secretary — Sheree Daugherty (Allegheny)

Treasurer - Franklin Haas (Lancaster)

Board Members

David Barber (Schuylkill), Chelsea Beck (Elk), Joseph Gyekis (Centre), Laura Jackson (Bedford), Jeff
Kenney (Chester) Mary Alice Koeneke (Butler), Wayne Laubscher (Clinton), Richard Rieger
(Schuylkill), Brian Shema (Allegheny), Doug Wentzel (Huntingdon), Karter Witmer (Tioga)

Newsletter Editor
Kaitlyn Stouch (Centre)

Pennsylvania Birds Editor
Mark Bonta (Blair)

Mailing Address

PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd
Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and
friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred
platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders
around the state.

Ocom
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