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The sunshine is finally starting to become more common! As it warms up, you might be catching

some more humming birds at your feeder and find yourself outside more. Enjoy all it has to offer!

We have lots of updates this week, including another important call for volunteers and the Fayette

County spotlight summary!

If you have photos to share or any questions or comments about the newsletter, email me at:

kaitlynstouch@gmail.com.

Happy birding!

-Kaitlyn Stouch

The PSO Pileated Editor

This edition's banner photo is courtesy of Dave DeReamus.

Fayette County Spotlight Summary

https://pabirds.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzM4LCJmMzBiOWJlNWMzYTAiLDAsMCwyNiwxXQ


Our 2nd of 3 spotlights for 2026 took us

waaaaay down in the SW corner of PA. So far,

those counties haven’t been claimed by WV so

we still count them as part of our 67 counties

in the commonwealth of PA. We planned this

one for the last weekend of April as we have

done all of our April spotlights in the hopes the

southern tier counties will have earlier

migrants.

How will this one fare compared to other ones

we have visited, being less populated and not

birded as much as some others? We shall

see...

Continue reading here!

Board of Directors Meeting Summary- April 16th

The PSO Board of Directors met via Zoom on April 16, 2026, from 7:00 to 8:17 PM, with President

Brian Byrnes presiding. A quorum of directors was present, and the February 10 meeting minutes

were approved unanimously without discussion.

Board elections and nominations were a central focus. Following Brian Miller’s resignation, Laura

Jackson was nominated for President, with current officers Carolyn Hendricks (Vice President),

Sheree Daugherty (Secretary), and Frank Haas (Treasurer) seeking new terms. Of four directors with

expiring terms, Chelsea Beck, Jeff Kenney and Karter Witmer agreed to continue, Mary Alice

Koeneke declined. New director nominees Justin Merry, Connor Schmitt, and Aidan Hannon were

approved, along with the full slate of officer and director candidates to be presented to membership

before the June Annual Meeting.

The board approved letters of support for both the Erie Bird Observatory’s DCNR grant proposal and

Audubon Mid-Atlantic’s initiative to designate the Scarlet Tanager as Pennsylvania’s state migratory

bird.

Committee reports highlighted upcoming awards, including honors for Marcia Bonta and Laura

Jackson, and student research grants. Festival planning noted 87 registrants and potential 2027

locations. Conservation efforts include a $22,000 fundraising goal for the Breeding Bird Blitz.

Additional updates covered ongoing work on the Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

reports, upcoming field events, and revisions to the Birds of Pennsylvania booklet.

Summary submitted by Sheree Daughtery

https://pabirds.org/fayette-county-spotlight-summary/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025


This Week's Avian Action Alerts

1.ASK YOUR STATE SENATOR TO VOTE FOR THE DATA CENTER ACT

House Bill (HB) 1834, is one of our first, real opportunities to provide real protections from

unchecked development in Pennsylvania communities. The Pennsylvania State House of

Representatives already passed this bill — now your voice is needed to help make this happen in the

Senate. PENNFUTURE has already drafted the letter for you— but add your own words to it— and

make your voice heard.

TAKE ACTION

2. HELP PROTECT BIRDS IN BOREAL FORESTS

Since many of our migratory songbirds nest north of the U.S. border, protecting their breeding

grounds is important. The Seal River Watershed, spanning over 19,305 square miles in northern

Manitoba, is one of the largest ecologically intact watersheds in the world. Home to numerous lakes

and wetlands, vast boreal forest and over 30 at-risk species, the region holds immense ecological,

cultural and economic value. It provides clean drinking water, carbon storage, and supports

sustainable livelihoods through local food harvesting, ecotourism and conservation economies. Add

your support to the proposal to protect the Seal River Watershed.

TAKE ACTION

3. JOIN THE 2026 PENNSYLVANIA MARSH BIRD SURVEYS

The Pennsylvania Game Commission is seeking dedicated volunteers for the 2026 Marsh Bird

Surveys. Because secretive marsh birds are often under-detected, this specialized protocol uses

https://secure.everyaction.com/B3ohrkz-kUeelS_vNVM10Q2
https://act.audubon.org/a/seal-river-watershed?ms=policy-adv-email-x-x_20260429_nas-20260511-alert---seal-river-watershed-blackpoll-send2&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_content=action_alert&utm_campaign=advocacy_20260429_nas-20260511-alert---seal-river-watershed-blackpoll-send2&contactdata=022o2XP1I+jM3DOOAJjaIp+XX9Ei3n%2fuXaKCYunaEjuw1st2Q29Mv2TwwXnvrg0RSj3OoRUSIupL2qNWy+wkHVWpdd8jBbmWlGsFeiKoe9ztItOYLc79ifPJeP2oC9Wg4xCilaoU8f%2fVRLs1jufIZVzlStCupSyJmtrMR6Fkc61J1ZDmV3XU2Zzu7acFbmRMrut78JnoW2lQCqInrq0WHDo45UyPWVMlXJCclfKPnbFGwgtBrUV2vhzlgdiVpVtmRSkA%2fdnkOVBv7mrbU4NlU51Y4gj%2fZ+6pTo7H2A2XU7A%3d&emci=8f733639-464a-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=0bb3efc9-634d-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=7292141


audio playback to help us understand the distribution and abundance of these rare species across

the Commonwealth. Field data is entered directly into eBird and will promote conservation efforts

for declining wetland habitats and the at-risk species that depend on them.

One key point - if you do a survey, please let your county Atlas coordinator know where so that

duplication can be avoided.

LEARN MORE

4. UPDATE: ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE COASTAL PLAIN LEASES

Thank you if you took the time last March to send a letter opposing drilling in the Coastal Plain.

Despite thousands of letters in opposition, the Trump Administration opened lease sales in April

across nearly 700,000 acres. Any new leases will be subject to a lawsuit brought by Natural

Resources Defense Council, the Center for Biological Diversity, and Friends of the Earth. Indigenous

groups and communities have also brought parallel lawsuits to challenge any oil or gas leases. To

date, no major oil companies have purchased any leases, but another sale will be offered in early

June 2026.

TELL BIG OIL COMPANIES TO STAY OUT OF THE ARCTIC REFUGE

Submitted by Laura Jackson, Conservation Chair

The Blitz Blurb

Teams taking part in the PA Breeding Bird Blitz

for Conservation (B4C) are composed as

follow:

• Two or more people unless “Blitzing Without

Boundaries” where one person suffices.

• In one county or more (your choice), for one

day or more during the B4C period.

• Types of counts include the following:

Regular (motorized), Low Carbon, Youth

Focus, Atlas Block Boosting, and Blitzing

Without Boundaries.

Team Registration is open from April 1 (no

fooling) through June 3.

Go to www.breedingbirdblitz.org for more

information.

Bird the Blitz. Raise the funds. Protect the

birds of PA.

https://ebird.org/atlaspa/news/join-the-2026-pennsylvania-marsh-bird-surveys
https://act.wilderness.org/a/arcticrefuge-oilcompanies-social?fbclid=IwY2xjawRwH0pleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNMWVPTTJTTU1uTjdRSll1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHpxVGZyRefEfX-zGhIqEWynEIyFznX7gvV98rsvfuY4PPIxS0z9QpdDa4-mk_aem_dgPATuRXmk5z4vBhE73PHQ
http://www.breedingbirdblitz.org/


Volunteers Needed: Purple Martins Condos

A purple martin is a native songbird and is the largest member of the swallow family. There are 3

species of martins: Eastern, Western, and Desert variety. Everywhere east of the Rocky Mountains is

the eastern variety and they are almost 100% depend on humans for nesting places. West of the

Rocky Mountains is the western variety. In the Southwest there is the desert variety.

These birds migrate to Brazil every year after the breeding season in August and return the following

spring in the March/April timeframe.

In 2017, in cooperation with Lehigh Valley Audubon and various local and state parks, purple martin

towers, or now they are being called condos, were being installed.

These do take a little effort to keep them functional and keep them ready for the martins.

I currently manage 22 of these condos at 10 different locations and will be retiring after this year.

I hope there are people that would be interested in picking up the management effort at 1 or more

locations.

An overview of tasks would be:

Getting the condos ready in the spring for the martins.

Place a handful or 2 of pine straw in the gourd and hang the gourd on the tower with a door

covering the opening.

Monitor the tower for the arrival of the martins.

Remove the door covering the door after they arrive.

Monitor the condos weekly for nest building, egg laying, egg hatching, fledging & invasive

species of birds.

Closing up the gourds and getting them ready for winter.

-Remove the gourds from the towers.

-Clean the gourds.



- A little maintenance on the tower.

-Either store the gourds at the park, or hang them back on the condo.

The locations are:

Totts Gap Environmental in Bangor

Minsi Lake in Bangor

Louise Moore park in Easton

Leaser Lake in northern Lehigh County near Wanamaker’s General Store

Albany Township Park in Kempton

Bolich Farm on Hawk Mountain Road ( Part of SGL 106)

SGL 106 Rockland Dr. Orwigsburg.

Kernsville Dam Hamburg

Kaercher Creek Park in Hamburg

Please contact Mike McCarney with any interest and questions at mmccartney302@gmail.com .

Volunteers Needed for new Annotated List Committee

The last edition of the Annotated List of the Birds of Pennsylvania was published in 2005.

A quick survey of our members (and others) revealed a demand for a new edition.

I am putting together a committee to accomplish this task.

The project will include the following.

1. Decide on the format (if it ain't broke, don't fix it!).

2. Select a new cover photo.

3. Rewrite (update) the introductory pages.

4. Add new species (through taxonomic changes or new occurrences).

5. Update every species' occurrence descriptions.

6. Update the bar graphs.

The largest part of the work will be the updating of the data. I imagine splitting this up by assigning

groups of birds to individual committee members (one taking warblers, one taking waterfowl, etc.).

Proofreading will also be a very important roll.



I can take care of the graphics and layout.

For updating the species accounts, I am looking for persons who have a good feel for bird

distribution and occurrence in the state and are experienced with mining eBird data.

I expect to have one or two zoom meetings to get started, and then the slogging work will occur.

How much the work will be divided up will depend on the number of volunteers we get.

If you are interested in volunteering, please let me know ASAP. Contact me by clicking here.

Please respond by TOMORROW, May 15.

-Frank Haas

Publications Manager

PS: You can purchase the current Annotated List at https://pabirds.org/pso-sales-2/.

REMINDER: Register for the 2026 PSO Birding Festival!

https://pabirds.org/contact-frank-haas/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/contact-frank-haas/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/pso-sales-2/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025


Registration for PSO’s 2026 Birding Festival is OPEN! We hope you will be joining us in Altoona for

the Festival’s first-ever visit to Blair County. Have you registered yet?

The Festival features an incredible schedule of field trips, presentations, vendors, and chances to

socialize. Scheduled during the height of nesting season, field trips will include observing nesting

behaviors and contributing to the Pennsylvania Bird Atlas. The Saturday evening banquet will

include a keynote from Ross and Melissa Gallardy on a record-breaking Pennsylvania big year.

Blair County and the surrounding region are home to a wonderful variety of nesting birds. Festival

field trips will visit wetlands, grasslands, and streamside and upland forests. So whether you want

to search for Henslow’s Sparrows, Cerulean Warblers, Osprey, or the Worm-eating Warbler featured

in this year’s logo, there is a trip for you.

Visit https://pabirds.org/2026-overview/ to register.

The deadline to register for the banquet is June 9 and the deadline for all registrations is June 14.

Some field trips will fill, so early registration is recommended. Information on lodging and dining is

available on the Festival website.

2026 County Spotlights

https://pabirds.org/2026-schedule/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025
https://pabirds.org/2026-overview/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_source_platform=mailpoet&utm_campaign=pso-pileated-1242025


Our County Spotlights are PSO-organized weekend field trips to lesser-birded counties in

Pennsylvania. Just one is left for 2026. Be sure to save the date!

Graphics by Tony Desantis.
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PSO

2469 Hammertown Rd

Narvon PA 17555-9730

View more info on our organization members here

Did you Know...

We are on social media! We have a Facebook, Instagram,

YouTube, and even a Discord server for our members and

friends. Make sure you join us on whatever your preferred

platform is to get daily updates and chat with other birders

around the state.
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