
































Waggoner’s Gap and Audubon

.- Very few wildlife experiences are more exciting
than the sight of a Golden Eagle cruising south above
Blue Mountain cloaked in late autumn browns, yellows,
and reds. There’s no better place in Pennsylvania to
see this sight than at Waggoner’s Gap - which is where
Route 74 crosses the Blue Mountain (Kittatinny Ridge)
just north of Carlisle. This past spring, Audubon
Pennsylvania, the state office of National Audubon
located at Wildwood Sanctuary, acquired the
Waggoner’s Gap hawk watch site. This 20-acre
acquisition will assure that the customary hawk
watching and counting activities can continue in

perpetuity.

We were very pleased to be awarded $20,000
from the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) for the parking lot and the signs.
The small parking lot will be constructed on the same
side of the road as the hawk watch site, and will be on
the Perry County side of the mountain. This will
eliminate the need for the very dangerousroad crossing
hawk watchers now experience. Parking on the oppo-
site side of the road has become more restricted and
problematic too. A trail will be built to the rocks, and
a portable toilet placed on the site for the hawk watch

season. Audubon will seek to match the funds received
from DCNR with private money. Currently, several
schools and organized groups use the site for
environmental education. Audubon staff and
Waggoner’s Gap hawk counters will be working
together this summer to create an education plan for the
site.

Audubon has begun an endowment fund to
assure the permanent protection and sound management
of the site. An endowment fund will provide money
from the interest each year to help with maintenance and
site work. The first individual to contribute to the
endowment fund was Dave Grove, who is the official
hawk counter at the site!

For the year 2000, Dave Grove reported a total
of 17,640 raptors. Some highlights were 221 Golden
Eagles, 137 Bald Eagles, 6514 Sharp-shinned Hawks,
3870 Broad-winged Hawks, 3672 Red-tailed Hawks, 48
Peregrine Falcons, and 59 N. Goshawks. In 1999, Dave
reported 23,696 total raptors, including 202 Golden
Eaglesand 218 goshawks. For more information about
the annual count, contact Dave Grove at waggap@
pa.net. For more information about Audubon’s work at
the site, contact Cindy Dunn at 717-213-6880 or email
cdunn@audubon.org.
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