











PENNSYLVANIA SPECIAL CONCERN BIRD UPDATE FORM

GUIDELINES: This form is to be used to record the presence of Endangered and Threatened birds (see list). Please complete this form
in detail with any sightings of these species The information will be used to update the species’ status and to protect these
rare birds. An effort should be made to obtain confirmed breeding evidence. Breeding-season habitat information of target species
and further instructions are found in the accompanying article. Please return this form to: Dan Brauning, Special Species Update,
PGC, 2001 Eimerton Ave., Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797.

SPECIES: Species Code: Processing Code:

HISTORICAL SPECIES OCCURRENCE: Previous year(s) species found here:

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS
_ Visit dates (m/day}
Was the species detected in the first visit? Y N
second visit? Y N
third visit? Y N

(If yes, complete the form below. If no, return.)

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE - All locations should be mapped on a photocopied 7.5 minute topographic sheet
(provided for historical occurrences).

COUNTY: QUADRANGLE: BLOCK:

Property Ownership: Private Public - Agency:

Describe the exact location {distance and direction from nearest mapped landmark): T_-c\c_{udlﬂ a n\af_)_
Habitat - Describe the general area and specific location:

Breeding Behavior Observed - Give details that indicate that this species is breeding:

Give highest Atlas breeding codes: ____
Description - Voice:

Plumage:
Sighting Cc;nditions - Lighting: Equipment used:
Distance: Length of observation:
Sighting Date(s): Max. No. seen/heard in safe-dates:____
OTHER OBSERVER(S):
DOCUMENTATION OBTAINED: Photos: Voice recording:

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Additional details may be recorded on the back or on another sheet)

Observer: ) Phone #: { 1

Address:

Signature: Date form completed: / /




INSTRUCTIONS: Anyone with information on recent nesting locations of the birds listed below is encouraged to
complete the PA Special Concern Bird Update Form printed on the opposite side of this sheet. We request that you:

* Make at least three visits during the "safe-date” period,

* Make an effort to gbtain confirmed breeding evidence.
* Report the species listed below, which include all of the state’s Endangered and Threatened birds, and a selection
of other "Candidates.”

Be careful: While contfirmations are desirable, nest sites shouid be disturbed for very brief periods or not at all. For
secretive species (e.g. marsh birds), tape-playback may be used discretely to adequately survey stitable habitat.
Nesting localities of Endangered and Threatened birds should not be widely disseminated and will not be disciosed
as a result of this survey, except for official purposes (e.g., habitat pratection).

If special ¢oncern birds are on private property, request permission of the landowner before entering the property.

TARGET SPECIES FOR 1994 SPECIAL CONCERN BIRD UPDATE

Species Safe Dates Nesting Habitat

Legal Status

Pied-billed Grebe 5/15 - 7/1% Wetlands Candidate-Rare
American Bittern ° 5/20 - 8/1% Marshes Threatened

Least Bittern 5/20 - 8/1 Marshes Threatened

Great Egret® 5/20 - 6/20 River Island Threatened
Snowy Egret® 5/20 - 71 River Istand Candidate-At Risk
Black-cr. Night-Heron 4/25 - 7N Woodlot Special Concern
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron 4/25 - N Riverside trees Threatened
Osprey*® 6/1 - 8/30 Tree near water Endangered

Bald Eagle® 4/15 - 8/5 Tree near water Endangered
Peregrine Falcon 5/25 - 8/30 - Clitfs, buildings Endangered

King Rail 5/1 - 8/30 Marshes Endangered
Upland Sandpiper 5/20 - 7/1% Pastures Threatened
Common Snipe 6/1 - 8/15 Wetlands Candidate At-Risk
Black Tern 6/1 - 7/20 Marsh Endangered
Short-eared Owli 5/1 - 9/30 Old fields Endangered
Olive-sided Flycatcher v 6/15 - 8/5 Forested Wetlands Extirpated
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 6/5 - 7/20 Forested Wetlands Threatened
Bewick’'s Wren 5/5 - 8/15 Brushy habitat Extirpated

Sedge Wren 6/10 - 9/20 Assorted Wetlands Threatened

Marsh Wren 5/25 - 8/25 Marshes Candidate-Rare
Swainson’s Thrush 6/10 - 8/10 Mixed forest Candidate-Rare
Loggerhead Shrike 4/25 - 7/20 Pastures w/ trees Endangered
Prothonotary Warbler 5/25 - 7/20 Forested wetlands Candidate-At Risk
Dickcissel 6/1 - 8/30 Grassland Candidate-Rare
Red Crossbill 4/1 - 5/15 Conifer forest Candidate-Undetermined

* Nest-sites only are requested for marked species. These species range widely and known nesting areas are actively
only }

being monitored.












New Forms

At the PSO meeting, some new SAP forms,
instructions, and guidelines were introduced. If you
need any of these, please contact SAP Coordinator,
Doug Gross. The Daily Survey Form added several
more species and changed a few species names to
conform to AOU list changes. A new Seasonal Report
Form should be completed by the end of summer. With
all the new and anticipated AOU checklist changes,
field forms and checklists always seem out of date.
Please bear with us and enjoy using the new forms.

ecies of Special Concern or

At the sake of being somewhat redundant, I
would like to emphasize that birds on the Species of
Special Concern List are worth the extra effort to find
in your SAP. Read over the list and think about which
species are most likely to be found in your area. Then,
go out and try to find them. Document your discoveries
well.

Natural Areas and Reserves

Pennsylvania's Natural Areas are very special
placesindeed. They usually include old growth forest,
a swamp, a bog, or some unusual habitat. SAP is a
great excuse to visit a Natural Area and inventory its
birds. The SAP emphasis would be on breeding birds
of Natural Areas and private reserves--at least, in most
cases. So, fewer field trips would be necessary to do a
good inventory of that SAP. Please adopt a natural area
as a SAP. Organizations such as the Nature
Conservancy or Western Pennsylvania Conservancy
would also appreciate more data on their land holdings.
Some of the larger and more significant Natural Areas
have been designated as Important Bird Areas because
they represent important PA ecosystems.

Please send SAP inquiries and data to:

Douglas A. Gross
PSO Special Areas Project Coordinator
Susquehanna SES Environmental Laboratory
R.R. 1, Box 1795
Berwick, PA 18603

Congratulations and welcome to our two newest board members—Arlene Koch and John Salvetti--who were

elected at our Annual Meeting in May.

Special thanks to Laurie Goodrich and Mark Henry for all their work during the years they have served on

the board. We appreciate all you did!

Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology

c/o R. V. Higbee
R.R. 2, Box 166
Indiana, PA 15701



