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have baen greatly reduced in Pennsylvania.
Many of these bogs were once logged,
burned-over, &'ained, or flooded. Only a
few were allowed to mature into the complex
habitat needed for Yecllow-bellied Fly-
catchers and other rare species. It takes
many years, probably decades, for them to
recover from a major disturbance. Stands
of native conifers are also less extensive
than a century ago and many kinds of
wildlife are less common as a result.

The Y.Zlow-bellied Flycatcher, the
anonymous Species of Special Concern,
alerts us to the importance and charm of all
native habitats and species, no matter how
obscure.

If any birdwatchers encounter Yellow-
bellied Flycatchers on their breeding
ground in Pennsylvania, please contact
Douglas Gross as soon as possible. Infor-
mation about the flycatchers and their
nesting locations would be very helpful to
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better document and understand its ecology
and conservation problems in the state.
Any information shared with the author
would be kept confidential. The Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher is a threatened species in
Pennsylvania, and the welfare of the bird is
kept paramount in the process of studying
it. As this species depends on vocal
behavior for territory defense and
communication, tape playing should be
minimized in efforts to find or study
Yellow~-bellied Flycatchers.

I would like to thank the Wild Resource
Conservation Fund for their support of this
study. In addition, I would like to thank
all who contribute to the Fund.

- -Douglas A. Gross, Susquehanna SES
Environmental Laboratory, R.R. 1, Berwick,
PA 18603 (717-542-2191 or 458-4564).
(Also published by the Wild Resource
Conservation Fund in the Summer, 1993,
"Keystone Wild Notes."
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