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FRCM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK ... 

Thanks for the suggestions , comnents, 
and offers of assistance we received frorn 
the questionnaire in the July newsletter . 
You will notice some results in this news­
letter. Mark Henry will provide articles 
on conservation/ legislative issues that are 
irrg_:,ortant to birders. Names and addresses 
of officers will be listed. Please con­
tinue t o offer your suggestions. 

Planning fo r the 1994 annual meeting 
has begun . The meeting wi 11 be he 1 d in 
southwestern PA . Details will be provided 
in the winter newsletter. Tentative dates 
are May 20-22. We already have an offer 
from Alan and Monica Gregory to host the 
1995 annual meeting in northeastern PA. 

The 
Flight , 
College 
mission 
tees . 

PA Working Group , Partners in 
steering corrmi ttee met in State 
on October 6, 1993, t o adopt a 
statement and t o organize ccmnit-

MISSION STATEMENT : To promot e and enhance 
cooperative conservation efforts for neo­
t ropical migratory birds and their habitat 
in Pennsylvania , through research , manage­
ment , monitoring , and education. 

CCMM.I'ITEES AND CHAIRS : 

Research and Management--Dan Brauning 
Information , Education , 

and Int ernational --Paul Zeph 
Monitoring and Inventory--Chuck Yohn 

The ccmni tt ees wi 11 be open to a 11 
interested parties. The formal steering 
ccmnittee wi ll consist of two representa­
tives from each ccmnittee and two represen­
tatives from each of the fo l lowing groups : 
government agencies, nongovernment agen­
cies , academi c institutions , and industry. 

Howeve~, steering ccmnittee meetings wil l 
be open . 

We continue to encourage interes t for 
Game Ccmnission acquisition of the Piney 
Tract in Clarion County. Game Ccmnission 
President George Mi 11 er toured the tract on 
September 3 and was irrg_:,ressed by the abun­
dance of raptors. 

Another issue brought to my attention 
this surrrner concerns the possible negative 
irrg_:,act t o raptors by a proposed construc­
tion project on U.S. Route 220 along Bald 
Eagle Ridge in Centre County . The draft 
environmental irrg_:,act statement should be 
available this month. The Bureau of For­
estry , DER , will be holding discussions on 
forest district strategic plans in October 
and November. Watch for the a.D-~ou.~cel'°...nt 
of the meeting in your area or contact me 
for additional information . 

Don't forget to vote on the Act 93 Bond 
issue November 2 . 

--Bob Martin , President 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SU~ RIVER 
CX>RRIOOR STUDY 

The Bureau of Forestry , DER , wi l l need 
volunteers in the spring and surrrner of 1994 
to assist i n a study of migration patterns 
of Pennsylvania ' s avifauna related to river 
corridors . The objectives of the study 
are: 

1 . To assess the use of river islands 
in the Susquehanna River by migrating birds 
during the spring migration . 

2. To document occurrences of avian 
species of concern on the river is l ands . 

3. To provide data to identify manage­
ment consi derations and future research 
direction for t he stat e-owned river islands 



of Pennsylvania. 

The i~ortance and ecology of Pennsyl­
vania' s river islands remains largely 
undocunented. These islands remain rela­
tively undisturbed by human and predatory 
mamnals due to their inherent inaccessibil­
ity. In order to properl y manage these 
potentiall y i~ortant and sensitive habi­
tats , base ecol ogica l information is vital. 
If you are interested in helping with this 
project , please contact Merlin Benner , 
Wildlife Biologist , Forest Resource Plan­
ning Section , PA DER , Bureau of Forestry , 
P.O. Box 8552, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552. 
Phone: 717-787-3444. 

PAR'ffiERS IN FLIGHT ACTION PACKET 

National Audubon has recently produced 
the Birds in Balance Action Packet to help 
local chapters participate in Birds in 
Balance and Partners in Flight activities. 
The Action Packet provides guidance for 
monitoring , habitat protection, education 
and outreach, and international partnership 
project ideas. It also contains contact 
lists for Partners in Flight working group 
chairs and state agency representatives, as 
wel 1 as a resource list of key reference 
and educational materials available fran 
NAS and other participating organizations. 
To obtain this packet , send $2 t o Birds in 
Balance, NAS , 666 Pennsylvania Avenue S.E., 
Washington, D:::: 20003. 

THE CONSERVATION PAGE 
This issue of the PSO Newsletter fea­

tures our new conservation editor, Mark 
Henry. If you would like to offer sugges­
tions or corrments , contact Mark Henry, P. 0. 
Box 873, State College, PA 16804. 

PA BIRDERS: vara FOR THE BIRDS 

In July, 1993, Lt. Governor Single 
signed house bill 52 into law. This 
created the Keystone Recreation and Con­
servation Fund, now referred to as Key 93. 
This fund wi 11 provide Irn.lch needed money 
for state parks, l ocal parks, forest lands, 

and natural areas of Pennsylvania. Monies 
fo r the fund wi 11 come from two sources: 
the first , f rom a 15% levy on the state's 
share of real ty transfer taxes and the 
second , from a $50 million bond issue if 
approved by voters November 2 . The $50 
million will be divided as follows: 

$17 million to DER for state parks and 
state forest s , 

$1 9 .5 million to Department of Coomun­
ity Affairs for i~rovement of local rec­
reation and park facilities, 

$3 million to the Fish and Boat Corrmis­
sion and Game Corrmission for recreation and 
natural areas , 

$2.5 million to Department of Education 
for public libraries , 

$8 million to PA Historical and Museum 
Corrmission for state historic sites and 
Irn.lS eums . 

Over 90 groups have endorsed Key 93, 
but in order for the bond issue to proceed, 
voters need to approve the issue. Groups 
including NAS , Audubon Council of PA, PA 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, Western 
PA Conservancy , and the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation are urging all thei r members to 
vote for this bond issue. 

Members of PSO also need to vote for 
this referendum because there are groups in 
the state trying t o defeat it. Those 
opposed are saying that the state is out t o 
grab more land, that taxpayers' money will 
be siphoned off, and that the money will be 
mismanaged by bureaucrats. 00 NOT be 
misled; this money is sorely needed for our 
state and local parks and forests. This is 
our chance to say ''Yes" for birds and other 
wildlife. 

The referendum wil l appear as follows 
on the November ballot: 

"Do you favor the incurring of 
indebtedness by the Comnonwealth of 
$50,000 , 000 to provide for the funding of 
nature preserves and wildlife habitats, and 
for i~rovements to and expansion of state 
parks, comnunity parks and recreation 
facilities, J:-.istori c sites , zoos , and 
public libraries?" 



ACTION NEEDED : Vote ''YES" on the 
Novemb,~r 2, 1993 , bond issue; and ask 
friends , relatives , and others to do 
likewise. Future habitat for birds and 
other wildlife depends on our "yes" vote. 

ACTION ALERT 

PSO members, now is the time to come to 
the aid of the endangered Endangered 
Species Act. The Act is up for reauthori­
zation and needs your support. The "forces 
of darkness" are at work to gut the Act , 
and over the next few months they will be 
contacting legislators t o weaken the Act. 
We , as responsible conservationists , rrrust 
counter their hal £-truths by writing our 
legislators in Washington D.C. and urging 
them to support a strong but reasonable 
Endangered Species Act. Senate bill S.921 
and House bill H.R. 2043 are the bills that 
need your support and your legislators' 
support. 

Please write Senators Arlen Specter and 
Harris Wofford as well as your Congressman\ 
wc:rnan and tell them that you care and want 
a strong Endangered Species Act (S. 921 and 
H.R. 2043 ). Tell th~~ that this Act will 
not only protect endangered species but 
wil 1 contribute to human health through 
medicines ( 40% of prescription drugs come 
from or are derived from plants and 
animals ), t o agriculture ( an endangered 
species of wild maize was saved, and it was 
crossed with com to produce a disease­
resistant com) , and to the economy through 
industries such as the salmon industry. 

Letters to the Senators may be sent to 
Senator _____ , U.S. Senate , Washington 
DC 20510 ; letters to Congressrnen\women can 
be addressed to Congressman\warran'-----' 
U.S . House of Representatives, Washington 
DC 20515. Please write; the Endangered 
Species Act needs your help , or it will 
become like the Passenger Pigeon--extinct. 

Action needed: Write both Senators and 
ask them to support S. 921. Write your 
representative and ask him (her) to support 
R. R. 2043 . 

NA'IURE PHCJl'OGRAPHY IS FCXlJS OF 
INTrnNATIOOAL EXHIBIT 

Art and education go hand in hand at 
the Roger Tory Peterson Institute of 
Natural History i n Jamestown, New York, 
where ar. international nature photography 
exhibit opened October 2. Nature 
Photography--A Current Perspective is a 
collection of the best images from 1993 
calendars , pl us award-winning photographs 
by young photographers , and editors' 
choices. Eighty photographs are on display 
at the new headquarters of the R.T.P Insti­
tute , 311 Curtis Street (adjacent to James­
town Commmity College ) . The exhibit is 
open 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. Tuesday through 
Saturday ; Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. ; Wednesday 
and Friday evenings till 8; closed Thanks­
giving Day . Adults: $3; Seniors , $2 ; 
Students, $1. Telephone 716-665-2473. 

AUOOBON' S WATERCOLORS 

For more than 125 years, Audubon's 
Watercolors have been housed at the New 
York Historical Society. This fal 1, for 
the first time, 90 paintings wi ll travel in 
an exhibition that opened at the National 
Gallery of Art, Washington , DC , on October 
3. This will run through January 2, 1994. 

WILD RESCORCE CONSERVATION FUND 
LICENSE PLATES 

Preparation for the production and 
distribution of the Wild Resource Conser­
vation Fund's new motor vehicle license 
plate has begun. The Corrmonweal th wil 1 
begin accepting applications for the new 
plate December l, 1993. Applications will 
be available at various outlets including 
auto clubs, Penn 00T , state 1 egis 1 a tors' 
offices, as wel 1 as from WRCF. Purchase of 
this plate benefits the WRCF and the Ccrn­
rnonweal th' s unique flora and fauna . From 
the single charge of $35 per plate , the 
WCRF will receive $15 and the Motor License 
Fund the renaining $20 . 

This four-color plate pictures a Saw­
whet Owl perched on a hemlock branch . The 



background fades from orange to yellow with 
the black and white owl and hemlock green­
ery in the foreground. "Conserve Wild 
Resources," Penn.syl vania , and the state's 
keystone symbcl are also printed in black 
on the plate . 

Anyone int erested i n obtaining an 
application from WRCF once they become 
available shoul d send his/he!'." name and 
address to WRCF , Box 8764, Harrisburg , PA 
17105, to be placed on the mailing list. 

The WRCF receives no monies from the 
general fund and is supported solel y by 
private contributions. 

Raven Reporter 
Calling Al l Seasonal Reports 

Thanks t o everyone who has contrib­
uted to the Special Areas Project in 1993 . 
It has been a very successful year due t o 
the contributions of dozens o:: birders. 
The project added severa: new parks and 
other special areas. We continue to add 
sponsoring organizations and involve 
birders with diverse backgrounds from all 
parts of the Comnonwealth. 

V-formations of honking Canada Geese 
are flying overhead , the leaves are turning 
brilliant colors, and i t 's time to send in 
your s1..ll11Tler Seasonal Reports . With longer 
nights and shorter days, we all have more 
time to transfer data from the daily sheets 
to the Seasonal Report Forms. It's sane­
thing to do between ir..nings of the World 
Series or during the corrmercials of your 
favorite football game. It is a good time 
to catch up with the paper work. 

Reports to Pennsylvania Birds 
Since my last Raven Reporter, I was 

reminded by some birders that the Seasonal 
Report Forms are arranged in different time 
periods than the Penn.syl vania Birds "Sum­
mary of the Season" quarterly periods. 
Tris makes :t somewhat awkward to use the 
SAE Seasonal Reports strictl y as data 
sheets fo r the Pennsylvania Birds Surn­
rraries. I admit this, but the small incon­
venience does not diminish the usefulness 
of SAP Seasonal Reports t o organize data 
for Pennsylvania Birds reports. The pheno­
logical and numerical data required for 
Pennsylvania Birds are already on your SAP 
forms. Why not use them to find ear 1 y and 
late dates as well as high and low numbers 
of the species you observe? 

We selected a slightly different 
reporting period for the Special Areas 
Project in order to ease the work load of 
the 1 oca 1 SAP Leaders . SAP reports are 
arranged in the following periods: December 
- February, March - May , June - August, and 
September - November . This corresponds 
roughly to the ornithological seasons. The 
Pennsylvania Birds reports are arranged on 
a calendar year basis, starting in January. 
With the one-month gap , birders would not 
have to get two reports done at once . The 
PSO wants to make the Special Areas Project 
enjoyable and eliminate undue burdens to 
our many volunteers. 

Imoortance of Ou~ Natural Areas 
A few of our Special Areas Projects 

are being conducted in PaDER Natural Areas. 
These are usually fairly small plots of 
land nested in a much larger State Forest. 
Mos: Natural Areas are mature, if not 
virgin , forests with special biological 
significance. 

Natural Areas are not usually the 
kinds of places to make big dai l y lists or 
even big yearly lists, but they are still 
irr[)ortant places for birders to visit. A 
paper published in the most recent issue of 
Conservation Biology (Volume 7 , Number 3, 
pages 618-622 ) indirectly points out the 
irr[)ortance of these fairl y isolated forest 
reserves . This paper was written by Paul 
Porneluzi, James Bednarz, Laurie Goodrich, 
Nancy Zawada, and Jeff Hoover, all associ­
ated at one time or presently with the Hawk 



Mountain Association. The title of the 
paper pretty much tells you what it's all 
about: "Reproductive performance of terri­
torial Ovenbirds occupying forest fragments 
and a co:-itiguous forest in Pennsylvania." 

Anyone interested in the conservation 
and biology of our forest birds should read 
this paper by the Hawk Mountain group. It 
explores the relationship between the size 
of forests and the reproductive success of 
the Ovenbird , a ccmnon ground-nesting 
forest bird in Pennsylvania which winters 
in the neotropics. The Hawk Mountain study 
is thorough and rigorous in its techniques. 
Ovenbirds were captured, marked with unique 
band combinatio~~, a~d watched in several 
stud1• plots. The plots were censused and 
nests were found and moni tared to find 
their success rate. 

The results of this study are star­
tling. To quote from the discussion sec­
tion of the paper: "Within eastern Penn­
sylvania, our data suggest that forests as 
large as 183 ha <hectares > do not sustain 
functional breeding populations of oven­
birds." One hundred eighty-three hectares 
is equivalent to 452 acres or 0.71 square 
mile . That is a pretty big woodlot , much 
bigger than most that are found in suburban 
or agricultural parts of the state. This 
means that the ovenbirds in smaller woods 
may set up territories and attempt to nest, 
but these birds are rarely successful in 
raising a brood. 

Srral 1 fragmented fores ts became popu­
lation sinks fer Ovenbirds. We can count 
the singing Ovenbirds there, but these 
birds are not actually successfully repro­
ducing. We may be counting successfully 
breeding birds only in the woodlots that 
are fairly large (greater than 0.7 square 
mile ) . The reasons for the lack of nesting 
success in smal 1 woods are not yet ful 1 y 
known. It may be different for each 
species and in each local circumstance. 
The Hawk Mountain group strongly suspects 
that nest predation is the most important 
limiting factor. I think that they are 
onto something. 

So , our Natural Areas are very impor-

tant pl aces to count and monitor breeding 
birds because they are part of large forest 
tracts. It is in these more extensive for­
ests that our smal 1 songbirds are being 
most successful in their reproductive 
efforts . The big woods are the sources of 
cirds found elsewhere . 

We need to keep an eye on them. 

--Douglas Gross 

Nm BIRDS FCOND ON FORFSI' 

The second year of a cooperative 
breeding bird moni taring program betwee,.7. 
the Allegheny National Forest and the For­
est Sciences Laboratory in Irvine has docu­
mented the occurrence of several birds 
never before known to inhabit the Forest. 

Joe Hovis and John Puschock, two Penn 
State University students hired this sunmer 
to conduct breeding bird surveys, found two 
Virginia Rails at Buzzard Swamp, the only 
known occurrence in Forest County and the 
ANF, according to the Breeding Bird Atlas. 
In Penoke Swamp near Marienville , the 
students found three singing male White­
throated Sparrows, one Nashville Warbler, 
and five singing Yellow-rumped Warblers. 
In the tornado blowdown , White-eyed Vireos 
and a male Northern Harrier were observed. 

A singing male Kentucky Warbler was 
observed near Antler's Run , south of Youngs ­
ville. This southern species has never 
before been recorded in Warren, McKean, or 
Forest Counties and was suspected t o be 
"lost" and not breeding. 

The cooperative monitoring eff art is 
expected to continue in 1994. A minimum of 
10 habitats are being surveyed for birds at 
least three times during the breeding sea­
son. The information gathered will help us 
better understand which birds are breeding 
i n which habitats , leading to better 
assessments of effects for land rranagement 
activities. 

--Brad Nelson, Wildlife Biologist 



OONG SPARR™ 

- -by Georgette Syster 

Isn't it wonderful that t he natura l 
wor ld i s so packed with sights and sounds 
and smel l s that at any given rnomer1t we may 
simpl y pause and enjoy? Or i f we are f or­
tunate t o pause l ong enough i n t r~s break­
neck pace we set fo r ourselves , we may 
catch glimpses of nature ' s drama i.,;;'_: olding 
before our eyes . It need not be as dra­
mat i c as a Peregrine Fa lcon in a di \·e or as 
rrajestic as an eag l e in flight but as seem­
ing ly inconsequential as a Song Sparrow 
feeding her fledglings in the flowe::- bed. 

I must confess that by Jul y I have 
Luned out the Melospiza mel odia that are s c 
carrnon in my backyard. But wr,.i l e 1 ingering 
over a cup of coffee on a rainy Jul y 
morning , I ITB.I1aged to recapLure some of the 
magic of my first days as a birder . 

As the rain poured down, a Song Sparrow 
with a brood of three moved through the 
delphinilnn toward the evening primroses. 
Though all three possessed flight feathers 
and appeared identical in pl urrage, thei ::­
tails were markedl y shorter than the 
parent' s . They were a l 1 begging with loud, 
high-pitched notes and practicing short 
flights and hops from the ground t o the 
little fieldstone wall. 

The parent-­
the sexes are 
alike and both 
rnal e and f ernal e 
share i ~ the 
feeding c: the 
fl edg 1:..ngs- -wa s 
apparentl y a 
regular a t the 
feeder and flew 
up to feed. One 
of the young a t ­
tempted the 4. 5 

foc t flight t o the tray but bailed out a t 
the last minut e amid much flapping of wings 
and a rather abrupt landing among the wood 
chip rnul ch. 

At this point , all three began to beg 

loudl:r, and t he adul t began the first of 23 
f 1 i ghts carrying seeds t o t he off spring. 
7he young did not SLay i n the sarrc spot but 
scamperec among the flowers an3 ferns 
calling the enti re time. They ended each 
short flight slightl :i· of f balance , 
t eetering bacl-: and f or t h with mar1y attempts 
at correct l :· sm:iothin; their primaries. 

Litt le dramas like this unfold every 
day fo:.. those wr_o look for them or for 
those whc take the time to realize what i s 
happening, or even fo r those who stlnnbl e 
upon them by accident. The er.tire episode 
lasted about ten minutes and was , as they 
say, "wel l worth the price of admission . " 

RENEWALS 

I t l ooks like t he dust has set tled 
(scrt o:: ) and the confusion has abatec: 
(kind of) --over changes i n t he way PSO 
determines membership renewal date.s. Since 
we joined forces with PA Birds, we adopted 
their membership schedule. Al 1 memberships 
now begin in May and end in April. 

By now you should have received either 
a membership card er a renewa l noL1ce. 
(Please let me YJ1ow if you haven't. ) The 
label on this newsletter should accurately 
reflect your membership expiration date 
unles s you have renewed recentl y. 

The renewal rates are l isLed below: 

One year individual PSO membership $10 
One year individual + PA Birds $2 6 
One yea~ family PSO membership $15 
One year famil y + PA Birds $30 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Balance March 12 , 1993 $3817.18 

Income : 
Dues and Gifts 
Annual Meeting 

(Registration, 
Total Income 

$1472.00 
$3478. 72 

l odgi ng, etc. ) 
$4950 .72 



PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY FOR ORNITHOLOGY 

SUGGESTION AND PARTICIPATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Yes, I would like to participate in PSO activities. I have 
checked the activities below which I would like to assist. 

ACTIVITY 

FIELD TRIPS 

PUBLICITY 

ANNUAL MEETING 

MEMBERSHIP 

LEAD 

ACTIVITY 

HAVE YOU ATTENDED AN ANNUAL MEETING? YES NO 
HAVE ATTENDED, HOW COULD WE IMPROVE THE MEETINGS? 

WORK ON 

ACTIVITY 

IF YOU 

IF NOT, WHAT CAN WE DO TO INTEREST YOU IN THE MEETING ? 

DO YOU WANT PSO TO SPONSOR FIELD TRIPS , LECTURES, ETC . ? IF SO 
PLEASE STATE YOUR INTEREST . 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE: HOME ---------- OFFICE ----------

RETURN TO: BOB MARTIN, 125 ELMWOOD CT., EMPORIUM, PA 15834 



Expenditures: 
Annual Meeting 
Newsletter 
Membership Notices 
Bank Service Charges 
Total Expenditures 

Balance October 16, 1993 

$3277.81 
$ 774.32 
$ 87.00 
S 21.00 
$4160.13 

$4607.77 

--Eugene Zielinsl::., Treasurer 

OFFICERS 

President Robert W. Martin 
125 Elrrwood Court 
Eirpori�-.-i, PA 15834 

Vice President Franklin Haas 
2469 Hanrnertown Road 
Narvon, PA 17555-9726 

Secretary Roy A. Ickes 

1274 overlook Drive 
Washington, PA 15301 

Treasurer Eugene Zielinski 
R.R. 3, Box 71 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

OOARDMEMBmS 

Dan Brauning 
R.R. :, Be:,: 484 
Montgomery, PA 17752 

Margaret B.:-ittingharr. 
R.R. 2 - 10 Stone Row Lane 
Port Matilda, PA 16870 

Douglas Gross 
R.R. 1, Box 147 
Orangeville, PA 17859-9733 

Roger Higbee 
R.R. 2, Box 166 
Indiana, PA 15701 

Shonah Htmte::-
Dept. of Biological 

Sciences 
Lock Haven University 
Lock Haven, PA 17745 

Robert Ross 
R.R. 2, Box 113A 
Wellsboro, PA 16901 
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