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FRCM THE PRF.SIDENI'' S DESK . ... 

Wow! What a great PSO meeting we 
had at Millersville University. The 
University provided excellent meals 
and our rooms were adequate. Field 
trips provided life and state birds 
for many members. The afternoon ses
sions were wel 1 attended and very 
informative. OUr f irst banquet 
speaker, Chandl er Robbins, provided 
background information on the neo
t ropical bird conservation situation 
and updated us on current research 
efforts. We were fortunate to have 
such an outstanding expert address 
our organization. We are considering 
holding the 1994 meeting in either 
western or northeaster n Pei.:uisylvani a. 
Special thanks to Bob Schutsky and Ed 
Pederson of the Lancaster County Bird 
Club and t o Frank and Barb Haas for 
their efforts to make the fie l d trips 
successful , to Shonah Hunter for 
handling the r egistration, and to all 
t he speakers for making the meeting 
extremel y i nterest ing. 

I am pl eased to announce that 
Frank Haas has agreed t o serve as 
vice president t h.i s year . Due to 
other c:cmni t ments , Doug Gross was 
unable to s erve as president t his 
year. This 1 ef t me with smother year 
as pr esident. I am willing t o serve 
for another year , but I feel strongly 
that we should have a regular turn
over of officers in PSO. However , in 
order to develop new candi dates fo r 
off ice , we must seek addi tiona i vol 
unt eers f or our projects. I f PSO is 
t o be a continuing voice in PA orni 
thol ogy , we must have broad based 
membership par ti cipa tion. A sur vey 
f orm is included in this news letter. 

Please return your cannents to me . 
our membership is growing! Now 

is the t ime for the organization t o 
become more involved with issues. 
The Piney Tract issue is our first 
atterpt to have an irrpact. The man
agement plan for Presque Isle State 
Park was a lost opportunity. In 
order to be timely on an i s sue , we 
must be informed by someone close to 
the s ituation--probabl y a r egular 
member , not an offi cer. Please 
inform me if you see a need for our 
input on an issue in our area. 

Enjoy the sunmer s eason! 

--Bob Martin , President 

PSO BUSINESS MEETING 

PSO held i ts 1993 business meet
ing on the evening of Friday , May 21. 
Bob Martin wel comed the 40 attendees, 
then t urned t he meeting over t o 
Shonah Hunter who expl ained t he 
accomnodations and field trips for 
t he meet i ng. Gene Zi el i nksi reported 
a balance of approximate l y $4200 i n 
t he t r easury. 

Bob Martin ret urned to t he podium 
to addr ess cne of the most important 
t opi cs of the meeting : t he selection 
and el ection of officers f or the com
i ng year. Aft er some discuss i on , t he 
fol l owing slate of of fi cers was 
e lected: Bob Martin, President ; 
Frank Haas , Vice President; Gene 
Zielins ki, Treasurer ; and Roy Ickes , 
Secretary. Bob also noted t hat two 
positions are open on the Board of 
Directors and asked f or suggestions 
from the membership . 

Doug Gross talked bri efly about 
t he Special Areas Project , and Dan 
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Brauning told us a little about the 
sales of the PA Breeding Bird Atlas. 
Frank and Barb Haas discussed the 
future of PA Birds. Al though sane 
positions have been filled, they are 
still looking for some volunteers to 
help edit the journal. 

Bob Martin asked the manbership 
to start thinking about the 1994 
general membership meeting and 
requested suggestions for the loca
tion of this next meeting. Before 
the meeting's conclusion, those 
attending had the opportunity to ask 
board manbers questions about PSO. 

1993 ANNUAL MEETING 
MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY 

Seventy-five participants incl ud
ing nine new manbers attended the 
fourth annual PSO meeting, May 21-23 
at Millersville University near Lan
caster. The Friday evening wine and 
cheese social provided an opportunity 
to meet old and new friends and to 
obtain signatures of regional coor
dinators in our Atlases. A brief 
business meeting and election of 
officers was held also on Friday 
night. 

Early Saturday morning we climbed 
into vans for the field trips. The 
trips to southern Lancaster County 
led by Bob Schutsky and Ed Pederson, 
Lancaster County Bird Club, and 
Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area 
led by Barb and Frank Haas were very 
successful. All species expected to 
be found were seen including a very 
cooperative Kentucky Warbler at Lock 
#10. See the list of species seen 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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The afternoon 
sessions were ex
tremely infoma
tive and well at
tended. Margaret 
Brittingham began 
the sessions with 
an overview of 
Partners in Flight. 
Dan Brauning ex
panded on her talk 

and explained the Pennsylvania 
Working Group. Next on the agenda 
was Fran Williams who talked a little 
about Audubon's ccmpanion program, 
Birds in Balance. Laurie Goodrich 
told us about her research involving 
ovenbirds and forest fragmentation. 
After Doug Grass's update on the SAP, 
Paul Schwalbe had us flapping our 
wings and singing our favorite bird 
songs. He then proceeded to discuss 
warbler voice identification. Thanks 
to al 1 our speakers for these 
excellent presentations. 

The food service staff of Millers
ville University served an outstand
ing meal for our first PSO banquet. 
President Bob Martin thanked three 
manbers for their special assistance 
throughout the past two years: Shonah 
Hunter for annual meeting registra
tion, Doug Gross for the SAP, and 
Margaret Higbee for editing the news
letter. Dan Brauning then introduced 
our speaker, Chandler S. Robbins of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Chandler presented a slide program 
i 11 ustrating probl ens associated with 
the decline of neotropical migrants. 
He included as an ex~le the loss of 
habitat near his home. He highlighted 
past, present, and planned research 
on both the winter and breeding 
ranges of these birds and discussed 
land use impact on the birds in South 
and Central America. 

Annual meetings improve every 
year! Don't miss next year's meet
ing! 

PINEY TRACT ISSUE 

PSO has joined an effort by the 
Clarion County Federation of Sports
men, Seneca Rocks Audubon Society, 
and several other groups to have the 
Pennsylvania Game Coomission acquire 
a 2300-acre tract south of Exit 7 , I-
80, in Clarion County from C & K Coal 
Ccmpany. PSO members Fran and Jack 
Wi 11 iams have been involved with this 
effort and informed PSO President Bob 
Martin at the 1993 annual meeting 
that PSO could help. 



Why is PSO concerned with the 
acquisition of State Game Lands? 
Because the Piney Tract is valued 
both for hunting and for birdwatch
ing. Although a large percentage of 
the tract is grassland habitat, fin
gers of aspen and evergreen cover 
protrude into the grassland providing 
excellent habitat for both game and 
non-game species. The greatest value 
for the tract is its record for 
observations of species of special 
concern. 

1. The Piney Tract was the location 
for the first known recent nesting of 
Dickcissel since 1887! 
2. During the Atlas Project , it was 
one of two atlas blocks in which 
nesting Short-eared Owls were found. 
Further, during the 1987-88 Christrra.s 
Bird Count , the Piney Tract held the 
national record for the most (19 ) 
Short-eared Owls tallied. 
3. The Northern Harrier is declining 
in the Northeast and considered 
endangered in some states. It nests 
on the Piney Tract. 
4. The long term U.S. trend (1966-
87) for grassland breeding birds is 
down but for a few regional excep
tions. In Pennsylvania , 12 other 
species may be sharing t he pheasant's 
fate. The Piney Tract , according to 
Walter Fye , is i nhabited by high 
densities of Savannah , Grasshopper , 
and Henslow's Sparrows . These three 
species are al 1 experiencing 1 ong
term declines. For exarrp l e , Breeding 
Bird Survey data indicates t he Grass
hopper Sparrow has declined an 
average 3 . 2% per year since 1965 . 
During t hat time , t he pheasant 
declined by only 0 . 6% per year. 
5. The Piney Tract s erves as 
valuable r efugiurn for grassland 
breeders. Unlike agricultural lands 
where "attractive hay l ands" encourage 
birds t o nest where t hey are f ore
doomed to waste a reproduc t i ve year , 
the Pi ney Tract , if managed. properly, 
could well s erve as a population 
source for r are grassl and nest ers . 

In earl y Jul y, a fiel d t rip wi ll 

be conducted to review possible solu
tions for an acid water discharge on 
the property, which has lirni ted 
interest by the PA Game Comnission on 
this acquisition. PSO will continue 
to keep abreast of devel opnents on 
this situation and continue to 
express our interest. You may be 
able to help i n the future if we 
actively assist with an informational 
effort. 

Do you have any local issue where 
PSO can assist? Contact Bob Martin 
if you think PSO can help your 
effort! 

ruLL POINT NA'IURAL AREA 

The most dynamic area on Presque 
Isle, Gull Point, has an extremely 
fragile ecology . Gull Point is part 
of an ever changing geological land 
farm unique in Pennsy 1 vania. Its 
value as a natural area cannot be 
overstated. Plant succession in a 
caTq?ressed setting for which Presque 
Isle is famous , i s most visible on 
Gull Point, an area of approximately 
319 acres. 

This unique land form, with its 
varying topography and natural suc
cession of aquatic areas , provides a 
wide variety of habitats. Approxi
mately 75 percent of Presque Isle's 
plant species of special concern in 
Pennsyl vania occur here. Rare fish 
species and freshwater mussel species 
are found just offshore. Gull Point's 
value for nesting and mi.grating shore 
and wading birds fran April through 
November is known throughout the 
eastern United States. 

A Special Management Area has 
been designated. on the eastern tip of 
Gull Point , which is t he most crit
ica l habitat f or nesting and mi.grat
i ng shorebirds. This area encom
passes approximatel y 67 acres. The 
western boundary fo llows t he line of 
mature cottonwood trees f r om the lake 
to Thc:rnpson Bay where t he interior 
trail ends. The northern , eastern, 
and southern boundaries are 100 feet 
off shore ( See map. ) This Special 



Management Area is cl osed t o all 
public use f r om April 1 through 
November 30. This i ncludes a il l and 
and water access, including hiking 
and beaching of boats. Boats are 
permitted t o moor beyond 100 feet 
from t he shoreline. 

GULL POINT NATURAL AREA 

Special 
Management 

Area 

Due to t he envi ronment a l s ensi
t ivi ty of a ll of Gull Point, please 
participate in on ly t hose act ivi ti es 
which are natural area dependent. 
Free rurming of pets , swimning , open 
f ires , kite flying , and boating on 
interior ponds are prohibi ted. 

Thank you f or your cooperati on in 
protecting one of the mos t unique 
l and f orms 1n Pennsylvania. Please 
help others to unders tand t he i mpor
t ance of Gull Poi nt by shari ng t his 
inf ormati on wi t h them . 

SPECIAL MANAGEMENr RESTRICT IONS GO 
INTO EFFECT APRIL l , 1994. 

PROJECT TANAGER 
CORNELL LABORATORY OF ORNITHoux;y 

Orni thologists are a l armed about 
t he status of many Nor th American 
bird popul ations. Of parti cuiar 

concern is a group known as " forest 
interior specialists . " This group 
i ncludes dozens of familiar songbirds 
such as warblers , vireos , thrushes , 
and tanagers, which require l arge 
tracts of land--perhaps 1,000 
hectares or more--for successful 
breeding. 

Why the alarm? Because numerous 
bird surveys conducted by 
universities , conservation groups, 
and government agencies suggest t hat 
populations of forest interior birds, 
as well as many other migratory 
birds, are declining. 

Evidence for popul ation declines 
comes prirnari 1 y from t he Breeding 
Bird Survey (BBS ), a volunteer bird
counting ef fort conducted each June 
by about 2, 500 birders in the U.S. 
and Canada. In eastern North 
America , where t he most i nformati on 
i s avai l able , the BBS suggests t hat 
populations of 75 percent of 
neotropical migratory birds declined 
between 1978 and 1987 . Many of t hese 
are forest interior specialists, and 
for some species , declines have been 
preci pi taus. Both the Wood Thrush 
and t he Rose-breasted Grosbeak, f or 
example , decreased 4 percent per 
year. In the West , numbers of Rufous 
Humningbirds and Wilson ' s Warblers 
have also decreased. 

Several factors could ~e 
r esponsible f or t he declines . 
inc l uding l oss of habi t at on t ropical 
wintering grounds or al ong rnigrator y 
corri dors , part icularly coastlines . 
But considering that many o:: t he 
dec lining species are fores t interi or 
specialists , attention has a lso 
becar.e £:acused -::m a growi ng probl e.1'1\ 

on the Nor th American !.; r eeding 
grounds : forest. fr agment ati on . This 
is t he process by whi ch l ar ge , 
cont inuous f orests are divi ded i nto 
smal ler blocks , by ::-::iads . ~:iggin'] 
practi ces , urbani zation , :;r :ithe r 
hurran development. 

Ornithol ogists suspect. t hat 
f ragmentat i on of ::ores ts han:iS 
woodland bi rds by increas ing t heir 
suscept i bi lity t o pr edat ion and nest 



parasitism. Predators such as rac
coons , skunks, crows , and jays , as 
well as parasitic cowbirds , are usu
ally found in disturbed , open habi
tats. If a forest is dissected by 
roads or power-1 ine cuts , predators 
and cowbirds can penetrate the 
woodland with ease. 

During the past 15 years, the 
importance of large tracts of con
tinuous forest for maintaining forest 
interior specialists has been demon
strated in the eastern U.S. The work 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologist Chandler S. Robbins in par
ticular has docurnented the habitat 
area requirements of forest birds 
breeding in the Middle Atlantic 
States. In a paper published in 
198 9, Robbins and his colleagues, 
Deanna K. Dawson and Barbara A. 
Dowel 1 , concluded that an observer 
had the best chance of finding most 
forest-nesting neotropical migrants 
in very large forests, those of 
several hundred hectares or rrDre 
(Robbins, C.S., D.K. Dawson, and B.A. 
Dowell, 1989. Habitat area require
ments of breeding forest birds of the 
Middle Atlantic States. Wildlife 
Monographs 103: -34. ) One hectare is 
approximately 2.5 acres. 

Nevertheless , the ecological 
value of continuous for est i.s not 
completely proven. One !:"eason is 
t hat few studies of the area required 
by forest birds have been conducted 
outside the East. In addition, some 
ornithologists r emain unconvinced 
that forest f r agmentation is 3 prob-
1 em r or woodland birds anywhere. The 
reason for declining species, they 
believe, is simply natural changes in 
vegetation or food supply. Research 
is therefore needed t '.J confirm t he 
irnport3Ilce of continuous forests in 
t he eastern U.S. and to ::J.etermine if 
large forests are equa l l y i mportant 
elsewhere in the countr:{. 

That i.s why Cornel 1 Laboratory of 
Ornithol ogy has started Project Tana
ger. With funding from the National 
Science Foundation and t he National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the 

primary goal is to involve large num
bers of birders in a study that will 
determine the size of forest required 
for successful breeding by each of 
the four species of North American 
tanagers--the Scarlet Tanager in the 
Northeast, the Sumner Tanager in the 
South, the Western Tanager in the 
West, and the Hepatic Tanager in the 
Southwest. We also want to define 
the habitat requirements of tanagers. 
And, we hope that birders and land 
managers wi 11 use our study design 
and census points to identify other 
species that rr~ght require large 
areas of continuous forest for sur
vival or reproduction. 

For this National Science 
Experiment , we have selected the 
following hypothesis: All four 
species of North American tanagers 
will be more likely to occur and to 
breed successfully in larger tracts 
of forest than in srraller ones. 

Why study tanagers? First, all 
four species are neotropical migrants 
that could be sensitive to forest 
fragmentation. Robbins' data suggest 
that both the Scarlet and the Sumner 
Tanagers are most ikely to be encoun
tered in forests of 3,000 hectares or 
larger. Second, most areas within 
the 48 contiguous states are inside 
the breeding range of at least one of 
these four species. Finally, for a 
study i ::.wol ving 1 arge numbers of par
ticipants , tanagers are a good sub
ject because they are relatively con
spicuous and fairly easy to identify 
both by s i -;J"ht and s ound. 

What ' s involved? As a Project 
Tanager part~~ipant, you will select 
census points in forests of different 
.sizes , t hen v::.sit each point twice 
during the br:-eeding season t o search 
for tanagers :::...:.1d to l ook for evidence 
of s uccessful nesting. 

If you r.ave a l irri ted a..11ount of 
time , you can conduct a partial 
experiment :::iy ·visiting at l east five 
~ensus points in srrail and/or medium 
forests and at l east five points in a 
large or continuous forest. You 
should be able to accomplish this in 



just a few days. If you have more 
time or more observers, you can con
duct a canplete experiment of 24 or 
more points: a minirrrum of six in 
each of four forest sizes--small, 
medium, large, and continuous. 

After your census points are 
selected, you will visit each one 
twice, with about one month between 
visits. On the first visit you will 
look and listen for tanagers until 
you see or hear one or unti l 14 min
utes have elapsed. On the second 
visit, you'll follow any tanagers you 
find to look for evidence of breed
ing. 

Each round of 24 or more "point 
counts" could take t hree or four 
days. Therefore, if you're working 
alone , your total involvement during 
one breeding season for a complete 
experiment would be from six to eight 
full days. 

Once you collect your data, you 
will record them on data forms and 
send them to Cornell. Lab biologists 
will then analyze your results , 
report the findings to you and other 
participants, and distribute the 
results to cooperating organizations 
and the media. We will also publish 
the results of the project in scien
tific journals. Finally, we'll pro
vide suggestions for studies that you 
can carry out, analyze, and publish 
on your own if you would like. 

Here are sane suggestions for 
making Project Tanager as simple as 
possible. 

First, we encourage bird clubs 
and Audubon chapters to tackle Proj
ect Tanager in team.s, rm.11 tip lying 
brain power and shortening the time 
comnitment. Four team.s, f or example, 
should be able to cover 24 points in 
one day. So if Project Tanager 
sounds like fun, why not sugges t it 
t o t he conservation or f ield trip 
chairperson of your local birding 
group? Also, Lab of Ornithology 
researchers are working with 1 and 
managers, such as bi ologists with the 
U.S. Forest Service and various state 
agencies, to identify study s ites 

around the country. In many areas we 
should be able to link participants 
with biologists who can identify 
appropriate census points, so that 
birder involvement will be simply 
observing and counting birds. There
fore, before starting, you should 
contact: 

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
159 Sapsucker Woods Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

or call Pixie Senesac (607) 254-2416 
or Jim Lowe (607) 254-2413 

Whatever the results of Project 
Tanager may be--whether our hypothe
sis is confirmed or rejected--the 
information we collect will certainly 
help land managers throughout t he 
country to develop plans that address 
the habitat needs of migratory song
birds. 

FOOR-CITY PEREGRINE FALCON 
REINTROIXJCTION PROJECT LAUNOIED 

A Peregrine Falcon reintroduction 
project involving wildlife agencies 
and organizations in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey is one step closer to 
r el easing 10 young falcons in four 
cities. 

over the past two weeks, falcons 
were placed in enclosures called 
"hack boxes" atop buildings in Har
risburg, Trenton, Reading, and 
William.sport. The birds are fr om 
eggs primarily taken from t hree 
bridges spanning rivers in Phila
delphia. The birds were incubated , 
hatched, and reared by licensed 
raptor propagators Alan and Conni e 
Pollard of Dillsburg. 

The effort to return fa l cons t o 
these cities is being spearheaded by 
the PA Game Comnission and NJ Depart
rrent of Environmental P~ctect i on and 
Energy's Division of Fish, Game , and 
Wildlife. Assisting in the "Fenn
Jersey Peregrine Falcon Recovery 
Project" are PA's Wild Resource Ccn
servation Fund and New Jersey's 
Friends of Endangered and Nongame 



Wildlife. 
Fundi ng for t he Harrisburg, 

Reading, and Trenton projects i s 
being provided by a $50,000 grant 
from the William Penn Foundation. 
The Williamsport project is being 
financed by local banks, organi
zations, and individuals. 

"The project is an att~t t o 
reestablish a self-sustaining nesting 
population of falcons at historic 
nesting locations in both s tates , " 
PGC biologist Dan Brauning said. 
"The project wil 1 also serve as a 
vehicle to provide information about 
endangered species i ssues and wild
life conservation. 

On June 7 , two birds were placed 
i n a hack box atop the Corrmonwealth 
Bank in downtown Williamsport. Three 
days later , t hree falcons were put 
into a hack box on the Fulton Bank 
Building near the Capitol cc:mplex in 
Harrisburg. On June 15, three birds 
were placed i n a box on the Roebling 
Building in downtown Trenton. One 
day later, two birds were placed into 
an enclosure on t he r oof of the Berks 
County Services Center in Readi ng . 

"In f i ve to ten days , depending 
on t he age and sex of the birds when 
we put them i n the boxes , t hey' l l be 
freed from t he hack boxes and all owed 
':.o roam t he r oof , " Brauning said. 
"Shortly thereafter , t hey' 11 f 1 edge." 

The egg- 1 if ting procedure used by 
New Jersey and PA biologists on 
Phi l adelphia' s Girard Point , Walt 
Whitman, and PA ~urnpike bridges is 
i ntended t o improve t he f alcons' 
r eproductive success and , ul tirnate l y , 
expand and enlarge the s tat e 's fal con 
popul ation. 

Bi ologists are hoping the falcons 
t hat 1 ai d t he eggs t aken for this 
r eint roduction pr o jec:t will "double
cl utch, " or ::. ay a second set of eggs . 
:::Ven if they don': , ':hough, falccns 
win i:.-l the long run. 

' 'We have better hat ching succes s 
t han t he birds could possibl y pul 1 
off , " Brauning noted. ''The Pol l ards 
hatched every fer t i 1 e egg we pro
vided. Sn bridges , about 50 percent 

of the eggs i n a nest typically 
hatch." 

Peregrine nesting has been docu
mented in only the Philadelphia area 
and in downtown Pittsburgh over the 
past ten years. Falcons nesting in 
the state do not appear to be 
attracted to the 36 historic eyries 
or nesting sites that have been iden
tified by ornithologists. In addi
tion to the birds nesting on Phila
delphia's bridges, falcons nested on 
Pittsburgh's Gulf Tower for the third 
year in a row and hatched two young. 
Another pair in downtown Philadelphia 
appears to have nested in the 
Meridian Tower. 

"There's a strong indication the 
birds are nesting in t he Meridian 
Tower; t hey' ve been carrying food 
into the building," Brauning said. 

In 1 992, the PGC hacked three 
falcons--one male, two ferrales--on 
Harrisburg's Fulton Bank. One of the 
f aral es sustained an injury. The 
other two fledged and l eft late last 
surrrner. These birds were from eggs 
taken by biologists from the Girard 
Point Bridge. 

The two falcons did not return to 
the Fulton Bank t his spring. "But 
there have been peregrine sightings 
in t he Harrisburg area over t he win
': er and into spri:.-ig, " Brauning 
said. 

Television monitors , hooked up t o 
video cameras s tationed in the boxes 
and later outside of t hem, are set up 
in each of the four buil dings where 
t he fal cons are being hacked to pro
vide t he public a way to view activi
ti es on the roof. 

"The cameras will pr ovide people 
a unique opportuni ty to watch the 
unfolding drama on t he r oof , " PGC 
Executive Director Peter S. Duncan 
said. "It's a fant astic way to 
int roduce people to Peregri n.e Eca l cons 
and show t hem the s t eps bei ng taken 
by wi ldlife managers to hel p t his 
endangered species." 

Brau..1i ng be lieves the peregrines 
will give city r esidents a f i 1st -hand 
1 ook at one of nat ure ' s finest 



hunters . "Peop 1 e wi 11 get a chance 
to see the life-death struggle of 
nature in an environment where it is 
seldom seen," Brauning explained. 
"The events that will be played out 
over their heads wil 1 undoubtedly 
enhance their understanding of nat
ural processes." 

Peregrine Falcons, the wor 1 d's 
fastest flying bird, disappeared in 
states east of the Mississippi River 
by the early 1960 's , due to the harm
ful effects of pesticides such as 
DDT. It became a federally endan
gered species in 1969 and has re
rrained cne ever since. From 1976 to 
1978, there were three unsuccessful 
attempts to reintroduce falcons along 
the Susquehanna River. Great Homed 
Owls rrairned or killed the birds being 
hacked. 

Pennsylvania's first successful 
peregrine reintroduction occurred in 
1981 when four birds were hacked from 
a ledge of the Philadelphia National 
Bank. The second and only other suc
cessful hacking occurred at Harris
burg's Fulton Bank in 1992. 

Bird List--PSO Meeting, May 21-23 

Conman Loon 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Green-backed Heron 
Bl ack-crowned Night-Heron 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
Tundra Swan 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Mallard 
N. Shoveler 
Ring-necked Duck 
2lack Vulture 
Turkey Vul ture 
Ospre:y 
Bald Eagl:= 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed Ha.wk 
American Kestrel 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
N. Bobwhite 

INFORMATION SUJGHT ON 
NESTING GOSHAWKS 

Timothy Kirrmel, a doctoral 
candidate at Penn State, is request
ing information concerning the loca
tion of any known Northern Goshawk 
nests in the state. Goshawks are 
extremely sensitive to human 
disturbance and need protection 
during the breeding season to ensure 
reproductive success. If you know of 
any Goshawk nest sites, please 
contact Tim Kirnnel 

205 Forest Resources Lab 
Penn State University 
University Park, PA 16802 

Semipalrrated Plover 
Killdeer 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Semifalrrated Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Conman Snipe 
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Ring-billed Gull 
Rock Dove 
Xourning Dove 
Ye ll ow-billed Cuckoo 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hurmu.ngbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red- bell ied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
E. Wood-Pewee 
Acadian Flycatcher 
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Willow Fl ycatcher 
E. Phoebe 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
E. Kingbird 
Homed Lark 
Purple Martin 
Tree Swallow 
N. Rough-winged Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
C 1 if f Swa 11 ow 
Barn Swallow 
Blue Jay 
Am. Crow 
Fish Crow 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
E. Bl uebird 
Veery 
Wood 'I'hrush 
AT\. Robin 
Gray Catbird 
N. Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Cedar Waxwing 
European Starling 
White-eyed Vi reo 
Yell ow-throated Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
N. Parula 
Yellow War bl er 

The Raven Reporter 

A Tip of the Field cap to OUr 
Coordinators 

I would like to publicly thank 
all t he local coordinators of the 
Special Areas Projects. They have 
done a wonderful job . The Special 
Areas Project has been successful 

Magnolia Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Am. Redstart 
Ovenbird 
La. Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 
Carmon Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbier 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Scarlet Tanager 
N. Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Swarrp Sparrow 
Bobolink 
Red-winged Blackbird 
E. Meadowlark 
Comnon Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Orchard Oriel e 
N. Criole 
House Finch 
Am . ,::;:, 1 df inch 
House Sparrow 

************************************* 
because of the dedication and enthu
siasm of the local coordinators. 
They rally the t roops , run the field 
trips, gather the notes , and organize 
the data. This project would not be 
possible without them. Here are just 
a few names to associate with the SAP 
reports I have received recently. 

Wes Egli 
Tony Fernandes 
Alan Gregory 
Doug Gross 

Greg Grove 

Susquehanna S.P. 
Evansburg S.P. 
Nescopeck S.P. 
Wor ld 's End S.P. 
Wyooung S. F. 
Alan Seeger 
Natural Area 



Greg Grove 

Margaret & 
Roger Higbee 
Karen Hiller 
Don & 
Robyn Henise 
(through Jane 
Earle) 

Bil 1 King 
Stan Kotala 
Karen Lippy 
Bernie Morris 
Grace Randolph 

Brenda Root 
Joan & Harold 
Silagy 
Gloria Lamer & 
Georgette Syster 

Detweiler's Rtm 
Natural Area 

Yellow Creek S.P. 
Briar Creek Lake 

Hanl ocks Natural 
Area 

Htmtsdale Fish 
Hatchery 

S.G.L. 169 
Canoe Creek S.P. 

Fort Roberdeau S.P. 
Codorus S.P. 
Hickory Run S.P. 
Pinchot S.P. 
SWatara S.P. 
Pine Creek Gorge 
Blue Marsh Lake 
S.G.L. 80 
Prince Gallitzin 
S.P. 

and Jane Earle who was the coordina
tor of SAPs now coordinated by Grace 
Randolph and the Henises. 

Plus several other birders hav~ 
joined the ranks of SAP coordinators. 
I will mention them in future Raven 
Reporters. Thanks to al 1 SAP partic
ipants, coordinators, and field 
workers, alike! 

Please mail seasonal reports to 
Doug Gross, R.R. 1, Box 147, Orange
ville, PA 17859. 

It's Breeding Confirmation Time 

All of us Atlas volunteers know 
that July is a great time to confirm 
breeding birds. Young fledges often 
noisily beg for food, making them
selves obvious to both their parents 
and nosy birders. It is relatively 
easy to find adult birds carrying 
food to the young, either in the nest 
or "just out of the nest." Many 
species will nest twice, so they 
start singing in earnest again after 
a late June or early July lull. I 
have already found many families of 
birds, even those fairly late-nesting 
neotropical migrants . 

Many Atlas voltmteers have men
tioned that finding young fledges was 
one of the most rewarding and inter
esting aspects of the Atlas Project. 
Those yotmg f 1 edges have a charm of 
their own. It can be all the more 
ftm to associate these yotmg birds 
with our favorite birding spots. 

One sharp-minded PSO rranber , 
Dorothy Bordner, pointed out that the 
SAP gives us a great opportunity to 
document what species are parasi ti zed 
by Brown-headed Cowbirds. This is 
the best time of year to confirm cow
bird parasitism since the young cow
bird fledges are fairly conspicuous 
(fat and noisy!). So, it's easy to 
document what poor birds got stuck 
ra1s1ng them. Please note this 
information in the special notes sec
tion of the Seasonal Report, or add a 
page of notes as you find convenient. 
We can gladly share this information 
with any ornithological researchers 
who would like additional documenta
tion of cowbird parasitism. 

Reporting our Records to Pennsylvania 
Birds 

My greatest frustration as a PA 
Birds County Compiler has been the 
lack of written reports from the 
county's birdwatchers. It is much 
easier to write up a seasonal report 
with data in hand. How can we help? 
Suhnit SAP data to your PA Birds 
County Compiler in a timely fashion. 
The SAP Daily Report Form and Sea
sonal Report Forms are very handy for 
organizing the data into chronolog
ical order. High numbers and unusual 
sightings are easy to pick out when 
the sumnaries are kept up to date. 
The Daily Report Forms are also very 
handy for organizing notes which can 
be suhnitted to your PA Birds County 
Compiler. Believe me, these forms 
are much better than late-night phone 
calls and scribbled notes on scraps 
of envelopes or other pieces of 
paper. 

(continued on page 12) 



PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY FOR ORNITHOLOGY 

SUGGESTION AND PARTICIPATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Yes, I would like to participate in PSO activities. I have 
checked the activities below which I would like to assist. 

ACTIVITY 

FIELD TRIPS 

PUBLICITY 

ANNUAL MEETING 

MEMBERSHIP 

LEAD 

ACTIVITY 

HAVE YOU ATTENDED AN ANNUAL MEETING? YES NO 
HAVE ATTENDED, HOW COULD WE IMPROVE THE MEETINGS? 

WORK ON 

ACTIVITY 

IF YOU 

IF NOT, WHAT CAN WE DO TO INTEREST YOU IN THE MEETING ? 

DO YOU WANT PSO TO SPONSOR FIELD TRIPS, LECTURES, ETC.? IF SO 
PLEASE STATE YOUR INTEREST. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE: HOME ---------- OFFICE ----------

RETURN TO: BOB MARTIN, 125 ELMWOOD CT . , EMPORIUM , PA 15834 
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OUr� 4ata are extremely 
valuable and useful. Other birders 
can enjoy our sightings if we sul:mit 
our bird sightings to PA Birds. We 
are extremely fortunate to have this 
terrific publication. Let's keep it 
full of good information by sul:mit
ting our hard-earned data. 

SAP coordinators are also very 
welcaned to sul:mit their SAP area to 
PA Birds as a Site Guide. Alan 
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Gregory and Greg Grove both did this 
for a recent issue. After a couple 
of years of data gathering, SAP coor
dinators could even write up an anno
tated checklist for publication. Of 
course, PA Birds is always looking 
for good Rare Bird Reports. Please 
take the time to write up your notes 
and send them in. Everyone loves to 
learn the details of great bird 
finds. Make your SAP area famous 
among state birders. 

--Doug Gross 
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