




















As the bird came closeir, flapping
its wings in a steady serzes of fast
beats, the 150 birdwatchers who had
gathered atop Hawk Mountain to watch
its flight, erupted into cheers,
tossing birdseed into the air and
popping champagne corks. This event
marked a milestone in Hawk Mountain's
history.

At 12:40 p.m. on October 8, this
Sharp-shinned Hawk became the one
millionth recorded raptor to soar
past the sanctuary's North Lookout
since Maurice Broun observed and
charted the first, a Broad-winged

Hawk, on September 11, 1934.

According to Cynthia Lenhart,
Hawk Mountain Executive Director,
"Our millionth bird represents a
conservation landmark in 55 years of
monitoring hawk migration."

Further south on the migratory
corridor a sanctuary in Vera Cruz,
Mexico, has recorded a million
migratory birds of prey in just two
seasons.

"Today we are working with
conservationists in Latin America to
ensure raptors survive the other half
of their journey," Lenhart said.
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