




















Delaware in New Jersev and PA. Pere-
grines have set up housekeeping in the
Philadelphia area on the PA-NJ Turnpike
Bridge, the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge, the
Girard Point Bridge, and the Walt Whit-
man. The Commodore Barry Bridge at
Chester is home to an adult pair.
Brauning said that in most cases, pere-
grines nest on sections of a bridge span
below the roadway deck. Common loca-
tions are in openings in box beam sup-
ports. Nesting boxes have been placed
in strategic locations on many of the
bridges to promote successful fledging.
Young peregrines hatched from bridge
nest sites face many hazards, including
encounters with bridge traffic, disease,
and disturbance. Brauning said that
most bridge authorities have altered
and, in some cases, rescheduled planned
maintenance programs in an effort to
avoid disturbing nesting peregrines.

Repeated observations of a bird on a
historic cliff nest location in Bucks
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County raise the hope that a natural
site may be reoccupied for the first
time in PA since the decline of the
species in the 1950s.

CHECKLIST ORDER

People looking through checklists
are often surprised to find that the
birds are not listed in alphabetical
order and wonder what, if any, meaning
the chosen order has. Just as there are
official common and scientific names of
birds, there is also an official
checklist order provided by the AQU.

The checklist order is based on
evolutionary history and ancestral
relationships. The most ancient or
"primitive" birds are listed first and
the most recent or "advanced" birds are
listed last. Species that are near each
other on the list are more closely
related than species that are far apart.

--Margaret Brittingham
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